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(57) In various embodiments, the present invention relates to
a method of operating a server to manage user data in a
plurality of storage appliances. The method involves
establishing in a database system, via the server,
information for each registered user; establishing and
storing in the database system a set of relationships,
based on designations by the users, among registered
storage appliances and container designations; and using
a central service running on the server to deliver storage
appliance-container relationship data to the storage
appliances so as to enable the appliances to substantiate
the containers therein, and to replicate user data with
other storage appliances that have substantiated
corresponding containers, in a manner consistent with
the stored relationships, and wherein the central service
operates without interaction with user data stored in the
containers.
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