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(57) Abstract: This ignition device for an internal combustion engine (1) has
an overlap voltage generation circuit (47) which, after the start of discharge
by a secondary coil, applies a discharge voltage and an overlap voltage of the
same direction between the electrodes of an ignition plug (29) and continues
a discharge current, and creates overlap discharge in an overlap discharge re-
gion corresponding to a high exhaust gas recirculation rate. When the engine
load decreases and moves from the overlap discharge region with high ex-
haust gas recirculation rate to an overlap discharge stopping region with low
exhaust gas recirculation rate, a delay period AT is provided for stopping the
overlap discharge. After an exhaust recirculation control valve closes, the ex-
haust gas recirculation rate temporarily increases due to the decrease in fresh
air, but misfires can be prevented since the overlap discharge is continued
during the delay period AT.
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