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(57] ABSTRACT

A glass-fibre cable has been provided with a signalling
conductor for signalling liquid which has penetrated
into the cable sheath. The signalling conductor is a glass
fibre, which is inserted in a protective perforated sheath
in the usual way. The inner periphery of this sheath is
provided with a wave-shaped pattern on one side,
whereas the opposite side is provided with a layer of
swelling powder. As soon as the liquid which has en-
tered the cable, reaches the swelling powder, the vol-
ume of this swelling powder will considerably increase,
in consequence of which the glass fibre will be pressed
against the wave-shaped pattern. This causes mi-
crobending which involves a strong, measurable attenu-
ation of the light signal transmitted through the glass
fibre. The swelling powder can be applied to a sub-
strate.

6 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures




Jun. 24, 1986 4,596,443

U.S. Patent

Fl6. 1b

FiG. 1a

FIG. 3

Fl16.2

FI6. 4




4,596,443

1

LIGHT GUIDE FOR LIQUID DETECTION AND
CABLE COMPRISING SUCH A GUIDE

This is a continuation of co-pending application Ser.
No. 464,899 filed on Feb. 8, 1983.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The inventon relates to a signalling conductor. Sig-
nalling conductors are frequently used in cables for
signalling when liquid has been penetrated into the
cable.

According to an earlier proposal, an electrically con-
ducting wire is included in a cable, which mainly com-
prises light guides, which wire is at the same time used
for signalling liquid, such as ground water, which may
have penetrated into the cable. From a production tech-
nical point of view the inclusion of electric conductors
with a plurality of optical conductors arranged in a
cable encounters difficulties.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention comprises a signalling conduc-
tor with a light guide instead of an electric guide. This
offers the possibility of including a signalling conductor
in a cable with light guides in a way which is, from an
economic point of view, more attractive than the way
used hitherto. This is achieved by a tubular element,
which is pervious to liquid and which contains besides a
light guide, a material which swells under the influence
of liquid. Now when liquid enters the tubular element,
the light guide will be slightly deformed between the
swelling material and the wall of the tubular element
which deformation is detectable as an attenuation in the
signal passing through said light guide.

In a preferred embodiment, the tubular element can
be provided with a pressure area formed in such a way
that microbending will occur, when the light guide is
deformed. The effects of microbending of light guides
are described in the article by J. N. Fields in the journal
“Applied Physics Letters” 36(10), May 15, 1980, pp.
799-801.

The deformation of the light guide can be ascertained
in a simple way, and also the place where the liquid
which has entered the cable, can be located.

The invention will be further elucidated hereinafter
with reference to the drawing, in which

FIGS. 1a and 1b are cross-sectional views of a pre-
ferred embodiment of a signalling conductor according
to the invention showing without and with liquid in the
section, respectively;

FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view of a another embodi-
ment of a signalling conductor with separated compart-
ments for light guide and swelling material;

FIG. 3 is a cross sectional view of still another em-
bodiment of a signalling conductor with swelling mate-
rial applied to a round substrate; and

FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view of a further embodi-
ment for a cable with a star-shaped core containing a
signalling conductor according to the invention.

FIG. 1a shows a sectional view of a preferred em-
bodiment, in which 1 designates a tubular element, here
designed with an upper part 2 comprising a wave-
shaped pattern 3, and a lower perforated part 4 contain-
ing a swelling powder 5. A light guide 6 is mainly in-
serted loose in the tubular element 1. The parts 2 and 4
can be made of a suitable synthetic material, such as
polyvinyldifluoride (PVDF). The wave-shaped pattern
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3, the rib structure of which is in a position transversely
to the longitudinal direction, can be rolled in in the
course of the moulding process of the upper part 2. The
swelling powder § in the lower part 4 can have the form
of an emulsion or it can be applied to a suitable sub-
strate, such as a non-woven glass-fibre strip. After the
light guide 6 has been inserted, the parts 2 and 4 are
rolled on the edges to seal them together.

For each unit of length of the tubular element 1 the
quantity of swelling powder supplied should be such
that when liquid is absorbed, the light guide in the rele-
vant portion will be deformed, due to the expansion of
the swelling powder, to such an extent that signalling
can take place, whereas the tubular element itself re-
mains intact. The volume of a suitable swelling powder
increases about 20 times when wet. The absorption of
liquid takes place e.g. through the perforations in the
lower part 4 and/or in the upper part 2.

FIG. 1) shows a sectional view of the same optical
guide as in FIG. 1q after the absorption of liquid. The
swelling powder 5 has filled the tubular element 1 al-
most entirely and presses the light guide 6 against the
wave-shaped pattern 3. It is remarked that even when
the tubular element is not provided with a wave-shaped
pattern, the structure of the light guide 6 produces an
observable attenuation of the light signal in the light
guide 6 of at least 0.5 dB/m. If the light guide is pressed
on such a wave-shaped pattern that microbending can
be caused, an attenuation to 10 dB may be measured
when liquid is absorbed over a distance of about 10 cm
length of the cable.

The attenuation and the place where the liquid enters
can be measured according to known methods, such as
by the back-scatter method.

When it is undesirable that the light guide 6 should
come into direct contact with entering liquid, the em-
bodiment according to FIG. 2 may be used. A flexible
membrane 7, which can be provided with a wave-
shaped pattern 3, is mounted between the swelling pow-
der 5 and the space containing the light guide 6.

FIG. 3 shows a third embodiment in which the whole
inner periphery of the tubular element 1 is provided
with the wave-shaped pattern 3, which can have the
shape of separate ribs as well as the shape of a helical rib
or groove with a suitable pitch. The swelling powder 5
is here applied to a rolled-up supporting layer or sub-
strate 8, which can be easily included in the tubular
element 1 in the course of its manufacture. When liquid
enters, the substrate 8 can unroll filling the space in the
tubular element 1.

FIG. 4 shows still another embodiment of a cable
which has a star-shaped core 9, in consequence of
which axially running notches 10 are formed. A glass
fibre 6 can be inserted in each of these notches 10, and
at least one of the fibres 6 in one notch may comprise
the signalling conductor. After the light guides 6 have
been inserted and the swelling powder has been sup-
plied, the star-shaped core 9 is surrounded by a perfo-
rated or porous sheath 11. The swelling powder 5 in the
notch of the signalling conductor or conductors 6 can
be applied to a substrate or not. The wave-shaped pat-
tern 3 can be mounted either on a separate membrane
between the light guide 6 and the swelling powder 5 or
on the bottom of the notch 10.

It is self-evident that the idea of the invention can be
realized in a large number of other embodiments.

While there is described above the principles of this
invention in connection with specific apparatus, it is to
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be clearly understood that this description is made only
by way of example and not as a limitation to the scope
of this invention.

We claim:

1. A moisture signalling conductor comprising:

(A) an elongated tubular element pervious to mois-
ture and having a rib-shaped pattern pressure area
therein,

(B) a light guide in said tubular element, and

(C) a swellable material in said tubular element which
swellable material swells under the influence of
moisture entering into said tubular element to de-
form and press said light guide against said pressure
area to produce detectable attenuation in said light
guide for indicating the location of said moisture in
said tubular element.

2. A moisture signalling conductor according to
claim 1 wherein said pressure area is provided with a
wave-shaped pattern causing periodic microbending in
said light guide when pressed against said pressure area.

25

30

35

45

50

55

65

4

3. A moisture signalling conductor according to
claim 1 wherein said swellable material inserted in said
tubular element has been applied to a substrate.

4. A moisture signalling conductor according to
claim 3 wherein said substrate has a cross-section which
is substantially round.

5. A moisture signalling conductor according to
claim 1 wherein said tubular element comprises a mem-
brane which is mounted as a separating wall between
said swellable material and said light guide.

6. In a cable having a sheath pervious to moisture and
a star-shaped cross-sectional core forming longitudinal
notches, at least one of said notches containing:

(A) a swellable material which swells under the influ-

ence of moisture,

(B) a light guide, and

(C) a rib-shaped pattern pressure area against which

said light guide is pressed and deformed by the
swelling of said swellable material to produce a
detectable attenuation in a signal transmitted in said
light guide for indicating the location of the mois-
ture in said cable which caused said swellable mate-

rial to swell.
E * * * *



