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(57) Abstract: An MPEG object is an object-oriented data structure that may be used in the creation of interactive MPEG video
stream. The MPEG object data structure includes an MPEG object interface defining data received by the MPEG object and data
output by the MPEG object. The MPEG object data structure further includes either one or more MPEG video elements or an
&= association to one or more MPEG video elements. The MPEG video elements are preferably defined as MPEG slices that include
& a plurality of encoded macroblocks. Additionally, the data structure may provide a method for receiving input through the MPEG
object interface and in response to input from the client device outputting an MPEG video element. In certain configurations, the
MPEG object contains a method that maintains state data for the MPEG object. The state data may be used to select between a
plurality of MPEG elements to output. In other configurations, the MPEG object includes a method that provides for the control of
streaming MPEG content from a source external to the MPEG object.
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