
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
EP

3 
06

1 
33

3
B

1
*EP003061333B1*

(11) EP 3 061 333 B1
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
26.02.2020 Bulletin 2020/09

(21) Application number: 16161610.7

(22) Date of filing: 25.04.2013

(51) Int Cl.:
A01B 73/00 (2006.01) A01B 63/22 (2006.01)

A01B 69/00 (2006.01)

(54) TRANSPORT SYSTEM FOR A PULL-TYPE CROP HARVESTING MACHINE

TRANSPORTSYSTEM FÜR EINE GEZOGENE ERNTEMASCHINE

SYSTÈME DE TRANSPORT POUR UNE MACHINE DE RÉCOLTE DE CULTURES À TRACTION

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 26.04.2012 US 201261638864 P

(43) Date of publication of application: 
31.08.2016 Bulletin 2016/35

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in 
accordance with Art. 76 EPC: 
13165344.6 / 2 656 715

(73) Proprietors:  
• MACDON INDUSTRIES LTD

Winnipeg,
Manitoba R3J 3S3 (CA)

• Maschinenfabrik Bernard Krone GmbH
48480 Spelle (DE)

(72) Inventors:  
• Barnett, Neil Gordon

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3Y 1W9 (CA)
• Snider, Geoffrey U.

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3R 0X9 (CA)
• Kolegaev, Konstantin

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3Y 1A3 (CA)
• Afting, Andreas

48488 Emsbüren (DE)

(74) Representative: Jostarndt Patentanwalts-AG
Philipsstrasse 8
52068 Aachen (DE)

(56) References cited:  
FR-A1- 2 567 710 GB-A- 2 232 055
US-A- 4 119 329 US-A- 4 223 741
US-A- 4 435 948 US-A- 4 765 639



EP 3 061 333 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

[0001] This invention relates to a pull-type crop ma-
chine of the type including a header carried on a frame
to be towed behind a tractor and particularly to an im-
provement relating to an arrangement by which the ma-
chine can be moved to a transport condition while re-
maining connected to the towing tractor. The machine
can include a cutter bar and converging components for
forming a swath or may include other crop engaging el-
ements such as a swath turner or merger.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Pull-type harvesting machines are typically
towed from the tractor by a hitch arm which requires to
be adjusted in angle relative to the frame of the machine
for fine steering movements and more coarse movement
to the transport position.
[0003] Some machines are required to follow the trac-
tor only to one side and thus include a hitch arm which
is located at one end of the machine. In others in which
the present invention is particularly effective, the hitch
arm to the tractor extends from the frame over the header
to a hitch coupling and can be swung by an operating
cylinder from one side of the header to the other so that
the header can be located in echelon with the tractor to
one side or generally symmetrically to the other side.
[0004] Pull-type machines of this type are well known
and there are many different examples manufactured by
a number of different companies.
[0005] GB 2 232 055 A discloses a pull type header
with working wheels behind the frame and transport
wheels which are permanently supported at one side of
the frame and are deployed downwardly to the ground
to lift the frame off the working wheels. The hitch pivots
from a working position to a transport position whereby
the transport wheels are behind the frame and thus not
relative to the center of gravity. This document discloses
the features of the preamble of claim 1.
[0006] US 4 435 948 discloses a frame with a single
transport wheel which is disposed in a horizontal orien-
tation above the upper beam of the frame (see. 45 in Fig.
2) where the frame is rolled around an axis to lower the
transport wheel to the ground and lift the working wheels.
With only one transport wheel the crop harvesting ma-
chine is transported in an unstable manner with the risk
of toppling to one side.
[0007] US 4 119 329 discloses an agricultural cultivator
with two transport wheels (15,16) one situated in front of
the frame and one in the back of the frame and also in
an horizontal orientation above the frame (see 15,16 in
Fig. 6) which are moved downwardly to the ground. Since
the transport wheels are positioned in rear section of the
frame, it requires two additional castor wheels (40,41)
for a appropriate forward movement in the transport sit-
uation.
[0008] FR 2 567 710 discloses an arrangement in

which front and rear transport wheels are deployed by
folding downwardly to the ground to lift the working
wheels with the disadvantage that the uplifted front trans-
port wheel hinders the proper crop engagement.
[0009] US 4,223,741 discloses an agriculture vehicle
with ability to convert in a transport position, wherein the
connection of the agriculture vehicle and a traction vehi-
cle has to be changed. The four ground transport wheels
96 are located on the back side of the frame but are not
movable from that position forwardly for engaging the
ground in transport position, In contrast they are moved
downwardly by the use of a hydraulic cylinder (see 92 in
Fig. 2, 3). Since the transport wheels are only on one
side of the frame the vehicle requires further castor
wheels (see 34 in Fig. 1) for proper transportation.
[0010] The present invention relates primarily to disk
headers, otherwise known as rotary mowers, where the
design is particularly applicable. However other types of
headers can use the same arrangement, including sickle
bar headers, where typically a reel is provided to control
movement of the crop into the cutting knife.
[0011] The present invention relates primarily to head-
ers which use a center tongue or hitch arm which can
pivot to either side of a center line, including to a position
at right angles to the center line for transport. A center
pivot machine uses a swing cylinder to steer the machine
from one field position to another and the maximum al-
lowed swing is controlled either by the cylinder stops or
separate mechanical stops between the hitch and rear
frame. During field operation the operator generally
steers from one stop to the other so does not need to
fine tune his position very much using the cylinders.
Swing angles are generally of the order of or slightly less
than 45 degree range either side of the center line to help
maintain machine stability.
[0012] However other types of headers can use the
same arrangement, including headers where the hitch
arm is located at one end and is generally fixed during
normal operation but can pivot to the position at right
angles to the center line for transport.
[0013] Disk headers which utilize as the cutting system
a plurality of spaced disks across the width of the header
with each disk rotating about a respective vertical axis
are known and widely used.
[0014] Disk headers include a support frame with a
main rear beam carried on a pair of spaced ground
wheels with the cutter bar and conditioning system sus-
pended from the frame.
[0015] Often such disk headers are relatively narrow
in field width, such as 12 feet or 16 feet, so that transport
has been carried out simply by moving the center tongue
to a straight ahead position so that the header is pulled
directly behind the tractor. In many jurisdictions this has
been accepted even though the width of the header is
still greater than the acceptable road width. However le-
gal requirements for trailing machines on the roads are
becoming more strict and users are becoming more
aware of the risks of trailing over-width equipment. Also
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there is an increasing requirement to provide machines
of greater width which is likely to become more important
when the transport problem is suitable solved.
[0016] Some manufacturers therefore provide a trailer
which allows the header to be carried on the trailer in a
direction transverse to the forward field direction bearing
in mind that the transverse width of the header is typically
an acceptable transport width. However trailers are un-
desirable in that the trailer forms extra equipment which
much be purchased, in that the trailer must be towed from
place to place and therefore may often be in the wrong
place or not immediately available thus increasing trans-
port times.
[0017] Attempts have been made therefore often in Eu-
rope where transport requirements are more strict to pro-
vide transport wheels on the header which can be de-
ployed to the ground allowing the header to be towed on
the transport wheels in the transverse direction.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0018] It is one object of the invention to provide header
of the above type with a transport system carried on the
header which allows the header to be quickly and con-
veniently moved to the transport position.
[0019] According to the invention there is provided a
pull-type engaging machine for towed movement by a
tractor according to claim 1.
This has the advantage effect that the machine can be
quickly and conveniently moved to a transport position
with acceptable transport width whereby the machine re-
mains balanced.
[0020] Preferably the frame and the cutter system are
raised by downward movement of the transport ground
wheels. However other lifting systems can be used such
as separate jacks or the field ground wheels.
[0021] Preferably the transport ground assembly is
mounted between the field ground wheels. However it
can be mounted at one end to rotate around the end of
the frame or over the frame.
[0022] Preferably the two transport ground wheels are
carried on a common sub-frame assembly attached to
the frame. However the transport wheels may include
only one additional wheel with one or more of the field
ground wheels acting in the transport mode.
[0023] Preferably in the transport or reading position,
one transport ground wheel is at a position on one side
of a line in the roading direction containing the center of
gravity of the machine and another ground wheel used
for transport is at a position on the other side of the line
in the transverse direction containing the center of gravity
of the machine. To achieve this, preferably the transport
ground wheels are moved to the position on the side of
the line by passing underneath said cutter system. How-
ever the wheel which moves forwardly to carry the load
can be located at one end and move around the end or
may pass over the header to its forward position.
[0024] In the preferred arrangement described herein-

after there are two transport ground wheels carried on a
common sub-frame assembly attached to the frame
where the sub-frame assembly is mounted for pivotal
movement about a horizontal axis to lower the transport
ground wheels to the ground and lift the field ground
wheels and for pivotal movement about an upstanding
axis to rotate said one of the transport ground wheels to
said position on said forward side of the line.
[0025] Preferably the frame includes a main rear beam
extending across a rear of the frame and the transport
assembly is carried on the main rear beam. However
other frame arrangements may be provided which do not
rely on a single main beam. The intention is that the trans-
port assembly is attached to the existing frame structure
as a separate attachable optional component and that
when attached it is carried upwardly and rearwardly of
the frame so as to avoid interfering with crop harvesting.
The transport assembly can also be formed integrally
with the header structure instead of being an option.
[0026] In the preferred arrangement described herein-
after the transport assembly includes a generally L-
shaped member defining a post and beam at right angles
with the upstanding post mounted at its upper end for
said pivotal movement about a horizontal axis and said
pivotal movement about said upstanding axis with said
one of said transport ground wheels at the end of the
beam for movement underneath the cutter system.
[0027] Preferably in the transport position one of the
transport ground wheels is at a position on a forward side
of a line in the transverse direction containing the center
of gravity of the machine and another of the ground
wheels used in transport is at a position on a rearward
side of the line in the transverse direction containing the
center of gravity of the machine and there is provided an
actuation arrangement for moving the hitch arm and the
transport ground wheel between the field position and
the transport position arranged to move the hitch arm
from the field position to the transport position and to
move said one of the transport ground wheels to said
position on said forward side of said line in simultaneous
operation such that the machine remains balanced on
said transport ground wheels and said hitch arm while
the hitch arm remains attached to the tractor during said
movement to said transport position. The actuation ar-
rangement which causes the simultaneous action is pref-
erably a mechanical link as this is a simple construction.
However it may be carried out with electrical or hydraulic
control of separate actuators.
[0028] In the preferred arrangement described herein-
after the mechanical link includes a swivel mounting
which is connected to the frame and carries the movable
transport ground wheels and the actuation arrangement
includes an actuator in the form of a cylinder for moving
the swivel mounting and a link between the hitch arm and
the swivel mounting for connecting the movement of the
hitch arm and the ground wheel.
[0029] Preferably the swivel mounting moves in a hor-
izontal plane parallel to the movement of the hitch arm
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and the transport ground wheel is mounted on the swivel
mounting for the required downward movement about
the horizontal axis.
[0030] Preferably the swivel mounting is actuated by
a cylinder connected between the swivel mounting and
the frame.
[0031] Preferably the link between the swivel mounting
and the hitch arm comprises a cylinder operable to adjust
the angular position of the hitch arm relative to the swivel
mounting.
[0032] The arrangement described herein may provide
one or more of the following advantages:

a) Lifting is done by separate transport wheels so
that no modification of the field ground wheels is re-
quired.

b) Movement to the transport position can be effect-
ed while the tractor remains connected to the hitch
and the operator remains in the cab.

c) the position of the transport wheels ensures that
they cannot interfere with crop during field operation.

[0033] The apparatus described herein can also be
used for other machines which do not use cutters such
as a merger.
[0034] The apparatus can be used particularly on pull-
type sickle bar mowers with reels as well. This is a sub-
stantial advantage using the rear mounted system where
the header is raised sufficiently high to allow the wheel
to pass underneath, since the other systems could not
be used since the front wheel would have to pass through
the reel.
[0035] It is desirable that all of the wheels that engage
the ground when the machine is in transport are deployed
from the rear crop discharge side of the machine when
the machine is in field position.
[0036] As an alternative, the lift height to allow the
transport wheel to pass under the header could be ob-
tained by lifting the machine higher with the field wheels
allowing the transport wheels to be deployed from the
rear following which the field wheels are withdrawn. Sick-
le mowers tend to lift higher than the disk mower so this
would be more possible there.
[0037] The frame preferably includes a rear beam as
the main structural element but other constructions are
possible where the frame has different components pro-
viding the required structural strength.
[0038] The arrangement herein provides a construc-
tion including a mower with a hitch arm, that is a tongue
that connects to the tractor, a carrier frame that carries
the cutting head, lift system, field wheels which is at-
tached to the hitch by a vertical pivot.
[0039] On a conventional machine the simplest ar-
rangement has this whole assembly is articulated by
means of a swing cylinder directly attached between the
hitch and frame.

[0040] One key point about the construction herein is
that it also acts to connect the transport wheel frame to
the joining link through a horizontal pivot. Also the wheel
frame cylinder that deploys the wheel frame about this
horizontal pivot is connected between the joining (trans-
port) link and transport wheel frame.
[0041] The coupling between the transport ground
wheels and the frame is carried out by pivotal movement
about two axes at right angles to move the ground wheels
to the required position at the ground, the required ori-
entation and the required position relative to the Center
of Gravity of the frame in the transport position. This can
be achieved by a coupling which is basically mounted on
the frame for pivotal movement about a vertical axis for
movement in a horizontal plane as described hereinafter
and connects to the wheel subassembly for rotation
about a horizontal axis. This arrangement is preferred
because it provides movement in a plane parallel to the
hitch arm movement so that a simple mechanical link can
connect them. However another arrangement can pro-
vide the coupling which is basically mounted on the frame
for pivotal movement about a horizontal axis for move-
ment in a vertical plane and connects to the wheel sub-
assembly for rotation about a vertical axis. Other mount-
ing arrangements can also be provided to obtain the func-
tions as defined herein.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0042] One embodiment of the invention will now be
described in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings in which:

Figure 1 is an isometric view from the rear and one
side of a pull-type crop machine according to the
present invention for attachment to a tractor, with the
tractor omitted for convenience of illustration and
showing the transport assembly in the field position.
Figure 2 is an isometric view from the rear and one
side of the pull-type crop header of Figure 1.
Figure 3 is an isometric view from the rear and the
other side of the pull-type crop header of Figure 1
showing the transport assembly in a partially oper-
ated intermediate position.
Figure 4 is an isometric view from the rear and one
side of the pull-type crop header of Figure 1 showing
the transport assembly in the transport position.
Figure 5 is a top plan view of the cutter bar assembly
of the crop header of Figure 1 showing the transport
assembly in the transport position.
Figure 6 is a schematic diagram showing a first em-
bodiment of the hydraulic circuit for operating the
transport system of figures 1 to 5.
Figure 7 is a top plan view of the cutter bar assembly
of the crop header of Figure 1 showing the transport
assembly in the field position and showing the
switching system for the circuit of Figure 6 which is
omitted from Figures 1 to 5.
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Figure 8 is a top plan view of the cutter bar assembly
of the crop header of Figure 7 showing the transport
assembly in the transport position.
Figure 9 is a first isometric view of the switching sys-
tem of Figure 7 for the circuit of Figure 6.
Figure 10 is a second isometric view of the switching
system of Figure 7 for the circuit of Figure 6.
Figure 11 is an isometric view from the rear and one
side of the cutter bar assembly of the crop header
of Figure 7 showing the transport assembly in the
field position and showing the cooperation between
the transport assembly and the rear shield.
Figure 12 is an isometric view similar to that of Figure
11 from the rear and one side showing the transport
assembly in the partly deployed position and show-
ing the cooperation between the transport assembly
and the rear shield as the transport assembly moves.
Figure 13 is a top plan view of the rear end of the
hitch connected at the beam of the frame and show-
ing the switch valve and mechanical linkage with the
hitch at the predetermined angle which allows oper-
ation of the transport system.
Figure 14 is a top plan view of the hitch connected
at the beam of the frame with the hitch moved to the
intermediate position prior to latching and showing
the switch valve and mechanical linkage in position
to continue to allow operation of the transport sys-
tem.
Figure 15 is an isometric view of the hitch in the
latched position.
Figure 16 is schematic diagram showing a second
embodiment of the hydraulic circuit for operating the
transport system of figures 1 to 5.

[0043] In the drawings like characters of reference in-
dicate corresponding parts in the different figures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0044] In Figure 1 is shown a pull type harvesting ma-
chine generally indicated at 10 for attachment to a hitch
9 of a tractor (not shown) by a hitch coupling shown sche-
matically and generally indicated at 11. The crop harvest-
ing machine shown is of the type which uses a cutting
system 4 including a row of disks 7 mounted on a cutter
bar 6 as shown in Figure 5. Thus each disk 7 is mounted
on the cutter bar 6 for rotation about its own upstanding
axis 5 with the axes spaced positions across the width
of the cutter bar. Each disk carry blades at 180° spacing
so that one disk rotate 90° out of phase with the next
adjacent disk thus allowing the cutting action of the
blades to overlap. Arrangements of this type are well
known and many examples can be found in the prior art.
The cutter bar of Figure 5 is mounted on a frame generally
indicated at 12A including forwardly extending side sup-
port members 12B. The disks are covered by a housing
generally indicated at 13 so that the cutter system is en-
closed for safety.

[0045] Behind the cutter bar 6 is provided a conditioner
2 which can be of a number of different types including
a flail conditioner. At the rear behind the discharge open-
ing 9 is provided a shield 8. This can act merely to assist
in forming the swath or in respect of the flail conditioner
may form a barrier to prevent high speed discharge of
material which could impact surrounding persons or ob-
jects to cause damage.
[0046] The header frame 12A is mounted on a support
frame including a main rear beam 12 across the rear of
the header which extends in a transverse direction TD
across the width of the harvesting device to a pair of legs
15 and 16 which depend downwardly from the transverse
beam 12 to support a pair of wheels 17 and 18 which
carry the frame in movement across the ground in the
field or operating position. The wheels 17, 18 are fixed
in forward direction along the forward field direction FD
at right angles to the direction TD. The wheels can be
adjusted in height by cylinders 17A, 18A in a limited ad-
justment movement only for adjusting the height of the
frame from the ground for field operation and in a larger
movement in one direction for raising the frame relative
to the ground wheels to a height for deployment of the
transport system described hereinafter and in the other
direction for lowering the frame on to the transport system
and for raising the ground wheels when transport system
is in place.
[0047] The cutter bar 6 and associated components
including the conventional conditioning system of the
header frame 12A are carried on the main beam 12 by
a suspension system generally indicated at 14 including
bottom supports 14B which allows the cutter bar to float
relative to the beam 12 for resting on the ground with the
height of the beam 12 being adjustable to adjust the
ground pressure from the cutter bar in well known man-
ner. The angle of the header on the frame can be adjusted
by optional cylinders 14A which cause the header to pivot
about a horizontal axis. This adjustment can be omitted
and replaced by a simple turnbuckle arrangement if the
tractor does not carry enough hydraulic circuits to support
this function.
[0048] A hitch arm 19 is attached to the transverse
beam 12 by a mounting bracket 20 connected on top of
the beam 12. In the embodiment shown the bracket 20
is located at the center of the beam 12 so that the hitch
arm 19 can pivot about a vertical pivot pin 20A to one
side (Figure 1) or the other side (Figure 2) under control
of a cylinder 21. It will be appreciated that movement of
the hitch arm 19 to one side acts to tow the harvesting
machine in echelon to one side of the tractor and pivotal
movement of the hitch arm 19 to the other side tows the
harvesting machine in echelon to the opposite side. The
hitch arm can also be located centrally in which case the
harvesting machine is towed directly behind the tractor
generally in a transport position. The cylinder 21 can also
be used in some cases to steer fine movements of the
header behind the tractor to locate the position of the
header across the rear of the tractor and is used in the
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movement to transport as described hereinafter.
[0049] The above arrangement of pull type disk mower
is well known and many examples can be found in the
prior art including many patents by the present Appli-
cants, to which reference may be made for further details
not described herein.
[0050] In the present arrangement there is provided an
additional transport device 30 attached to the beam 12
which in general allows the header to be lifted to raise
the field ground wheels 17, 18 from the ground and to
support the header on transport ground wheels 31 and
32 for transporting the frame 12A and the cutter system
4 carried thereon in the transverse direction TD towed
by the tractor through the hitch arm 19.
[0051] As previously described, in the field position the
hitch arm 19 extends from the frame generally forwardly
for towing the machine in the forward direction FD. In the
transport position the hitch arm is turned so that it extends
from one end 12C of the frame generally in the transverse
direction TD for towing the machine in the transverse
direction.
[0052] The transport assembly 30 includes the two
transport ground wheels 31 and 32 attached by a sub-
frame 33 to the rear main beam 12 of the frame 12A for
engaging the ground oriented in the transport direction
and supporting the frame 12A and header during trans-
port.
[0053] In general, the transport ground wheels 31, 32
are movable between a field position shown in Figure 1
and 2 and a transport position shown in Figures 4 and 5.
[0054] In the field position, the transport ground wheels
are supported on the sub-frame 33 raised from the
ground for field operation. The sub-frame and the wheels
31, 32 are carried from the main beam 12 so that the
loads from the header are transferred through existing
structure designed to carry the loads. The sub-frame and
the wheels 31, 32 are carried from the main beam 12 so
as to extend upwardly and rearwardly from the main
beam. In this way the whole transport system is support-
ed in the field position at a location where the transport
system does not interfere with the crop either in front of
the header during cutting, or during movement of the crop
through the header after cutting or in the swath laid on
the ground after processing.
[0055] In the transport position, the transport ground
wheels 31, 32 are in contact with the ground with the field
ground wheels 17, 18 lifted from the ground. In this way
the field ground wheels are not used during transport and
thus remain unchanged from their conventional opera-
tion and in the same orientation relative to the machine.
There is no requirement to provide an increased height
adjustment nor to provide a swivel mounting which
changes the orientation.
[0056] In general, the transport assembly 30 is ar-
ranged to raise the frame 12A and the cutter system 5
by lowering the ground wheels 31, 32 to the ground and
thus raising the frame and cutter bar to a height in which
one of the transport ground wheels 32 can pass under-

neath the cutter system to a position in front of the cutter
bar 6 and underneath the covers 13. That is the frame
and the cutter system are raised by downward movement
of the transport ground wheels 31, 32 to the position
shown in Figure 3 where the wheels roll over the ground
underneath the main beam 12 to raise the main beam to
a point where the ground wheels 17, 18 are off the ground.
[0057] The transport ground wheels 31, 32 are carried
on a common sub-frame assembly 33 attached to the
beam 12 of the frame 12A so that both the transport
ground wheels are mounted between the field ground
wheels 17 and 18 generally centrally of the beam 12.
[0058] The sub-frame 33 is generally L-shaped with a
leg 33A which is upstanding in the position of Figure 3
and a horizontal beam 33B. The wheel 31 is located close
to the bottom of the leg 33A with the wheel 32 at the
opposite end of the beam 33B. The leg 33A is formed of
two parallel members for stability.
[0059] In the transport position the transport ground
wheel 32 is at a position on a forward side of a line COGL
(Figure 5) parallel to the transverse direction TD contain-
ing the center of gravity of the machine and the transport
ground wheel 31 is at a position on a rearward side of
the line COGL. The transport ground wheel 32 is moved
to its position on the forward side of the line COGL by
passing underneath the cutter system 4.
[0060] The transport ground wheels 31, 32 are carried
on the common sub-frame assembly 33 attached to the
beam 12 where the top end of the leg 33A of the sub-
frame assembly 33 is mounted for pivotal movement
about a horizontal pivot pin 33C defining an axis of rota-
tion parallel to the beam 12 to lower the transport ground
wheels to the ground and lift the field ground wheels.
Movement of the sub-frame 33 about the axis of the pin
33C is effected by a cylinder 33D. The pivot pin 33C is
carried on a swivel mounting 35 which is connected to
the frame for pivotal movement about an upstanding pin
36 defining a vertical pivot axis where the pin 36 is carried
on the beam 12 and the bracket 20 attached thereto.
Thus the pivot pin 33C rotates through approximately 90
degrees from the first position parallel to the beam 12
shown in Figure 1 to the position shown in Figure 4 where
the pin 33C is at right angles to the beam 12.
[0061] Thus the swivel coupling and the sub-frame 33
define a vertical axis of rotation defined by the pin 36 for
rotation of the wheel 31 to the transport direction and for
movement of the wheel 32 to the forward position. Also
the swivel coupling defines a horizontal axis of rotation
defined by the pin 33C for the sub-frame to move down-
ward to lower the wheels 31, 32 to the ground.
[0062] In operation therefore the coupling of the ground
wheels 31 and 32 carries the wheels from the main beam
12 and provides movement relative to the beam to move
the wheels downwardly while remaining parallel to the
forward direction. The beam 33B then rotates relative to
the beam 12 and thus turns both wheels 31 and 32 to
the transport direction while carrying the wheel 32 un-
derneath the header including the cutter system to the
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transport position as described above.
[0063] While the description herein is presented in re-
spect of the beam 12 of the header, typically during ro-
tation the transport wheels stay relatively stationary on
the ground and the front of the hitch stays stationary rel-
ative to the tractor while the beam 12 and header frame
12A carried by the beam rotate into place above the trans-
port wheels. This is desirable since the header does not
move much relative to the tractor so that transport can
be engaged in minimal space. It also makes for smooth
operation with minimal tire scrubbing.
[0064] A channel 33F welded onto the top of the beam
33B at the end adjacent the wheel 32 provides an en-
gagement member for butting against the cutter bar 6
which is located underneath the cutter bar 6 and provides
a rest point for the header to take some load, in both the
vertical and transport directions. This can be merely a
resting point or made more elaborate in such as by latch-
ing arrangements to provide coupling with the cutter bar.
[0065] As shown in Figure 5, the beam 33B is only of
a length to locate the wheel 32 just in front of the cutter
bar 6 and underneath the cover 13. The height of the
cutter bar ensures that the wheel does not interfere with
any component as it rotates and carries the header. The
beam is of a length which does not present the wheel 32
in front of the header. This is due to practical limitations
of its length which would otherwise cause interference
with the field wheel 17. Also it is desirable to locate the
transport beam 33B at a position in transport which is
behind the center of gravity of the implement so that there
is some weight on the tractor drawbar.
[0066] The movement of the sub-frame 33 about the
vertical pin 36 is actuated by a cylinder 37 connected
between the swivel mounting 35 and the beam 12 at a
coupling 38. The movement of the swivel mounting 35 is
communicated to the hitch arm 19 by the cylinder 21
which extends between the hitch arm 19 and the swivel
mounting 35. This acts to connect the hitch arm and the
ground wheel 32 while the header and beam 12 move
relative to these elements.
[0067] Thus in the transport position, the transport
ground wheel 32 is at a position on a forward side of a
line in the transverse direction containing the center of
gravity of the machine and the other of the transport
ground wheels is at a position on a rearward side of the
line in the transverse direction containing the center of
gravity of the machine. The actuation arrangement pro-
vided by cylinder 37 and the cylinder link 21 acts to move
the hitch arm and the transport ground wheels between
the field position and the transport position in simultane-
ous operation such that the machine remains balanced
on the transport ground wheels 31, 32 and on the hitch
arm 19 while the hitch arm remains attached to the tractor
during the movement to said transport position.
[0068] The swivel mounting 35 forms in effect a uni-
versal coupling and moves itself in a horizontal plane
about the vertical pivot pin 36 which maintains the cylin-
ders 37 and 21 in the same plane common pane with the

hitch arm 19 while the transport ground wheels are
mounted on the swivel mounting 35 for the downward
deployment movement actuated by the cylinder 33D.
[0069] Turning now to Figure 6, there is shown a sche-
matic of an embodiment of the circuit for controlling the
operation of the hydraulics of the header from the tractor
T. The tractor includes a first and a second hydraulic fluid
supply circuit 40, 41 each having a control valve 40V,
41V operable to supply fluid pressure at either one of a
pair of ports 40A, 40B of the supply 40 and 41A, 41B of
the supply 41 with the fluid returning to the other of the
ports as controlled by the valve.
[0070] In this embodiment, the steering cylinder 21
which is a double acting cylinder is controlled in steering
action by the supply 40.
[0071] In this embodiment the lift cylinders 17A, 18A
are on the same circuit from the supply 41 as the transport
actuation cylinders 37 and 33D. A switching valve 43 is
provided which includes a plunger 44 operated by a me-
chanical linkage 45 described hereinafter and shown in
Figures 7 to 10. The valve 43 has inlet ports 43A and
43B and operates to select output port 43C and 43D or
ports 43E and 43F depending on the position of the plung-
er 44.
[0072] In a depressed position of the plunger, the valve
switches the flow to ports 43E, 43F to operate the trans-
port deployment cylinders 37 and 33D.
[0073] In the released position of the plunger, the valve
switches the flow to ports 43C, 43D to operate the lift
cylinders 17A, 18A which are connected in series in a
master/slave configuration.
[0074] The deployment cylinders 33D and 37 are op-
erated sequentially by two separate sequence valves
46A, 46B. One sequence valve ensures that cylinder 33D
fully extends before allowing cylinder 37 to retract, for
placing the header in transport configuration. The other
sequence valve ensures that cylinder 37 fully extends
before allowing cylinder 33D to extend, for placing the
header in field configuration.
[0075] Thus in this arrangement, the lift cylinders 17A,
18A and transport hydraulics 37, 33D are on the same
circuit and the steering cylinder 21 is on a separate circuit.
This arrangement is effective in an arrangement where
the tractor has only two supply circuits 40 and 41. In a
situation where a third circuit (not shown) is available,
this can be used for the cylinder 14A to tilt the header.
[0076] The mechanical linkage 45 includes a pair of
guide arrows 47, 48 which provide a visual indication to
the driver when the linkage is in the required location to
cause the depression of the plunger 44. One of the arrows
48 is connected to the member carrying the switch 43
and the other 47 is connected to the mechanical linkage
45 so that the arrows become aligned only in a predeter-
mined angular position of the hitch arm 19 relative to the
beam 12 and are maintained aligned during movement
of the components as described hereinafter.
[0077] As shown in Figures 7 to 10, the valve 43 is
carried on a horizontal arm 49 pivotal around the axis of
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the pin 20A of the hitch arm 19. The arm 49 also carries
the lower arrow 48. The angular position of the arm 49
around the axis of the pin 20A is controlled by a link 52
attached to an arm 53 carried on the swivel coupling 35.
[0078] A slotted link 42 with a slot 42A is connected to
the actuator 44 of the valve 43 with a bolt 44A that can
pivot. The slotted link 42 is also connected to a finger 51
that has a pivot bolt 51A that connects to the slot of the
slotted link 42 with freedom to slide and turn within the
slot. When the pivot bolt 51A of finger 51 hits the end of
the slot 42A in the slotted link 42 any further travel will
cause the mechanism to depress the valve actuator 44
to depress the spring return plunger that is part of the
valve 43 and switch the valve 43 from lift function to trans-
port function. At all other location in the slot the valve
actuator the valve remains in lift mode. The device uses
two overlying slotted links to prevent binding of the sliding
and pivot connections of the pin 51A. The link 42 has an
additional flange 42F to mount the indicator arrow 47.
The arrow 48 is carried on the arm 49 so as to move with
the switch 43.
[0079] The mechanical linkage 45 thus comprises the
arm 49 that carries the switch 43 and is caused to rotate
with the swivel mounting 35 around the pin 20A; the finger
51 which carries the pin 51A and is mounted on the end
of the hitch 19 to move with the hitch and the link 42
carried on the pin 44A which carries the slot 42A and
acts to depress the plunger through the pin 44A when
the pin 51A reaches the bottom of the slot. In this way,
these components act to allow operation of the transport
system by operating the switch 43 only when the switch
is at the required angle to the beam 12 and acts to main-
tain the switch operated while the hitch and transport
system move relative to the beam 12 to the intermediate
position before the transport position.
[0080] The plunger 44 is operable by the pin 44A which
is pushed forwardly to depress the plunger when the pin
44A reaches the end of the slot 42A. The location of the
switch 43 on the arm 49 as controlled by the link 52 is
arranged relative to the push rod link 42 so that the plung-
er is depressed only when the hitch arm is at or closely
adjacent a predetermined angle relative to the beam 12.
[0081] The geometry of the link 52 relative to the arm
49 is arranged to move the switch 43 so that its plunger
remains depressed as the swivel coupling 35 and the
hitch arm 19 are simultaneously moved by operation of
the cylinder 37 during the movement to the transport po-
sition.
[0082] The position of actuation is chosen so machine
remains stable during transport deploy. The position of
actuation is an intermediate position of movement of the
hitch and not at one end limit. That is the system does
not operate as a sequencing system where the position
is at one end of a movement of a first component of the
machine so that the next action can only take place after
the first component has completed its movement. The
linkage operating the switch 43 is directly actuated by
the hitch of the machine as opposed to other components

such as the lifting of the ground wheels or as part of the
transport actuation. That is the position of the hitch which
actuates the switch 43 enables the movement to trans-
port to be initiated and is itself not a part of the transport
actuation.
[0083] The criteria for choosing the range of angles in
which transport is active include:
To avoid the extreme range to one side of the machine
that would cause instability.
[0084] To keep the lift active at the two extremes of
movement of the front swing cylinder since these are the
normal field operating positions for the hitch.
[0085] To keep lift active in straight ahead position in
case somebody wants to cutting here for recutting, open-
ing field etc.
[0086] To be small so that lift is available to the operator
in the majority of hitch positions for ease of field operation.
[0087] So that in the preferred embodiment the rear
transport cylinder can complete its movement and move
the transport wheels to be in proper position under the
machine before or when the hitch reaches the transport
position, that is it hits a stop).
[0088] So that in the preferred embodiment the oper-
ator can finish moving the hitch from the intermediate
position to the latch position with the front cylinder so that
the valve can switch from transport to lift function and
allow the system to retract the wheels, lower the header
onto the stop, close the latch and then reverse these
steps for disengaging transport.
[0089] The following steps are undertaken to place the
header in transport mode:

1. Preferably move the tractor to a position to line up
the hitch parallel with tractor.

2. Operate steering cylinder 21 using the valve con-
trolled supply 40 to rotate header so that the top ar-
row 47 is not pointing at the bottom arrow bracket
48. In this position, the plunger 44 of the valve 43 is
spring returned and not depressed, allowing the lift
cylinders 17A, 18A to be operational.

3. Fully extend the lift cylinders using the supply 41
from the tractor so that the header is lifted off the
ground by lowering the wheels 17, 18 to the bottom
position.

4. Operate the steering cylinder 21 using the supply
40 to rotate the header until arrows 47, 48 are lined
up at the required predetermined angle of the hitch
arm relative to the beam 12. In this position the plung-
er 44 is fully or partly depressed allowing the trans-
port circuit including the cylinders 37 and 33D to be
operational and to disconnect the lift cylinders. At
the predetermined position, the header beam 12 is
roughly 16 degrees past being perpendicular with
the hitch arm 19. This can be adjusted. The switching
between functions typically occurs when the plunger
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is partially depressed thus defining a range of angles
rather than one specific angle where the transport is
active.

5. Operate the supply 41 to fully extend the transport
deploy cylinder 33D and fully retract transport swing
cylinder 37. As stated previously the transport deploy
and swing cylinders are plumbed in parallel with the
sequence valve 46 set to, for example, 2000 psi (13
800 KPa) on the line to the swing cylinder 37. The
transport deploy cylinder 33D thus fully extends and
reaches the 2000 psi (13 800 KPa) pressure opening
up the sequence valve, allowing oil to go to swing
cylinder 37 and fully retract it causing the simultane-
ous movement of the transport sub-frame 33 and the
hitch arm 19. The above mechanical linkage defined
by the arm 49 carrying the switch 43, the link 52 and
the finger 51 carrying the link 42 ensures that the
plunger 44 remains depressed during this move-
ment. We have a pressure setting that when exceed-
ed switches the function. It needs to be high enough
to fully lift the machine consistently and but below
the tractor operating pressure so that the swing cyl-
inder can be operated. The machine could however
be made to operate at lower setting by increasing
cylinder bore or changing geometry.

6. The movement caused by the cylinder 37 is ar-
ranged so that the hitch remains short of its position
shown in Figure 8 at the end of the frame where a
latch element 19L on the hitch arm 19 is arranged
to engage a latch element 12L on the beam 12. This
halting of the hitch at the short position allows the lift
cylinders to be reengaged by moving the hitch with
the steering cylinder 21 and also avoids the neces-
sity for ensuring that the hitch and transport wheels
reach their target positions exactly at the same time.
Then front steering cylinder 21 is used to complete
the movement to the transport position. During this
movement the linkage switches the hydraulic valve
so that the lift cylinders are activated. The operator
then uses the lift cylinders to lower the header onto
support 33F which at the same time raises the field
wheels for maximum ground clearance and at the
same time closes the hydraulic latch.
Thus for transport, if the hitch arm is not in the correct
position for transport when it has been moved by
movement of the swivel coupling 35 caused by the
cylinder 37, the cylinder 21 is operated to move the
hitch arm to the required position.
With the wheels in the transport position, the header
can be lowered relative to the beam 12 by operation
of the cylinders 17A, 18A so as to drop the cutter bar
onto the beam 33B extending across underneath the
cutter bar to provide stability and to reduce the can-
tilever loads. The connecting bracket 33F can be pro-
vided to improve connection between these ele-
ments.

7. At this position (Figure 14), the supply 40 is acti-
vated to retract the steering cylinder 21 until the
header engages the latch 12L on beam 12. In this
position the predetermined cooperating angle be-
tween the switch 43 and the mechanical linkage is
changed to release the plunger 44 so that the lift
cylinders 17A, 18A are again activated and are op-
erational.

8. The lift cylinders are retracted to sit the header
cutterbar on transport leg bracket 33F and to raise
the wheels 17, 18 to their highest position to clear
obstacles.

[0090] The reverse operation from transport to field
mode is carried out as follows:

1. Preferably line up the hitch arm parallel with the
tractor.

2. Disengage the frame latch 19L, 12L. This can be
done at the latch manually or there may be provided
an electrically operated release in the cab. However
more preferably this is carried out using the latch
cylinder 12 M shown in Figure 15 and shown in Fig-
ure 6 in the same circuit as the lift cylinders 17A, 18A.

3. Fully extend the lift cylinders 17A, 18A.

4. Operate the steering cylinder 21 until the arrows
47, 48 are lined up indicating that the mechanical
linkage has depressed the plunger to operate the
switch 43.

5. Fully extend the transport swing cylinder 37 and
fully retract the transport deploy cylinder 33D in se-
quence as explained above.

[0091] For a center pivot machine angle the hitch must
move relative to machine centerline to reach transport
position is in the order of 90 degrees while the normal
working range of the front swing cylinder is in the order
of 45 degrees from centerline.
[0092] In an alternative arrangement, movement of the
hitch to rear frame could be accomplished by extending
the range of the front cylinder and having it connected to
the rear frame like a conventional machine rather than
through the swivel coupling. A problem is the cylinder
cannot be allowed to fully extend in field mode with field
wheels carrying the machine or the machine will be un-
stable. In operation the operator would have to deploy
the transport wheels into transport position or a stable
intermediate position before fully extending the cylinder
so that the machine remains stable. A control linkage or
proximity sensor control as previously described could
be used to prevent the swing cylinder from operating at
unstable hitch to machine positions in field mode and/or
switch hydraulic function between steering and transport
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operation. A removable stroke limiting stop such as a rod
sleeve or stop between hitch and frame could be provided
for the operator to reduce steering cylinder so the stroke
is reduced to the order of 45 degrees for convenience of
operation during field mode."
[0093] With the link system provided by the cylinder 37
and swivel mounting 35 connected to both the hitch 19
and beam 12 it can be arranged so that some or all of
the movement between hitch 19 and beam 12 is provided
by actuating the rear cylinder 37 since both the hitch and
transport swing relative to the beam 12 and header frame
12A. This way no additional range to the front cylinder
21 is required. When the transport rear cylinder 37 swings
into field mode, the front cylinder 21 functions as normal
on a center pivot machine which has no transport system.
[0094] It should be noted that a mechanical stop be-
tween the hitch 19 and beam is also an important part of
the position control using the preferred embodiment. This
allows the operator to fully actuate the rear cylinder 37
and then finish using front cylinder 21 until hitting the stop.
[0095] An alternative to the mechanical stop would be
to provide an indicator or control so the operator starts
with the front swing cylinder 21 in the correct position
before engaging the transport.
[0096] In the preferred embodiment the hitch actually
latches to the rear frame at the stop. This not only does
not allow the operator to inadvertently operate the swing
cylinder 21 and 37 during travel in transport position but
also provides a redundant connection so that if either of
the cylinders 21 and 37 failed mechanically the latch
would still hold.
[0097] In the preferred embodiment described above,
the system activates the latch cylinder 12M with the lift
so that when the operator drops the header onto the
transport frame and at the same time lifts the field wheels
the latch 12L is activated. This has the benefit of forcing
the operator to lift the header from the support before
swinging out of transport.
[0098] In an alternative arrangement, since the two
fairly sophisticated control mechanisms described above
are not strictly necessary for the arrangement to operate,
there can be provided a simplified set of steps. Simply
the system needs to 1) deploy the transport wheels under
the frame using the cylinder 33D and 2) Swing the ma-
chine into transport position using the rear cylinder 37.
[0099] For a center pivot machine, it is preferable that
the rear cylinder completes its turn so that the third step
of completing the motion with the front swing cylinder 21
has been added. This requires the operator to start in a
range that allows the rear cylinder to complete its actu-
ation. This is made much easier by adding a visible me-
chanical stop latch 12L at the transport position.
[0100] An alternative would be to provide an indicator
so the operator could first position the hitch 19 in the
correct position. Then the rear swing cylinder 37 can com-
plete its actuation at the correct transport position.
[0101] Another reason for the sophisticated control is
that with the hitch swung all the way to the same side

that the transport wheel at the end of the "L" is on, when
the transport wheels first lift the machine off the ground
the machine becomes unstable. This is because the
COG is ahead of the triangle defined by the wheels and
hitch. Limiting the range of hitch angles that the transport
is operable in prevents this. Another solution might be to
add ballast to move the center of gravity rearward or on
other types of machines this may not be a problem at all.
[0102] In the preferred embodiment the latch cylinder
is plumbed in parallel to the lift cylinder so it automatically
opens when you extend the lift cylinders to raise the head-
er off of support 33F. This feature also prevents you from
being able to turn the transport without lifting the header
off the support which can cause issues since the support
could get caught on the conditioner.
[0103] Turning now to Figures 7, 11 and 12 the shield
5 is shown in more detail and incudes a top panel formed
by a center section 5A and two side sections 5B, 5E all
aligned across the frame and defining common rear edge
spaced rearwardly from the beam 12. The sections are
separate with each of the inner side edges of the two
wing sections having an overlapping edge strip 5D lying
on top of an edge portion of the center section. The center
section overlaps the sides to tension the entire shield
when in field mode thus reducing shield vibration.
[0104] Outside the wing sections is provided a pair of
depending side panels 5C and 5F which prevent deflec-
tion to the sides. The wing sections and the side panels
are fixed to the frame and to each other to remain in fixed
position during operation. The center section 5A is con-
nected to the leg 33A of the sub-frame 33 by a link 5L
which is attached by a bracket 5P to the upper face of
the center section 5A and by a bracket 5Q to the forwardly
facing surface of the leg 33A. The link 5L comprises a
rigid leg 5R connected to the brackets by universal cou-
plings 5T and 5S.
[0105] The provision of the shield cover is an ISO safe-
ty standard requirement for machines equipped with flail
type conditioner due to higher discharge than roll condi-
tioner. When the header is set in transport mode, the
transport frame 33 drops down and swings sideways ap-
proximately 90 degrees. The shield panel thus consists
of three pieces with center piece attached to the transport
frame following it as it goes through the drop down and
swing motions. In order for the shield to stay attached to
the transport as it swings, the double u-joint link is used
as described above.
[0106] Turning now to Figure 16, there is shown an
alternative embodiment for controlling the operation of
the hydraulic systems from the supplies 40 and 41 of the
tractor in replacement for the circuit of Figure 6. Many of
the components are common and hence use the same
reference numbers so that the description thereof will not
be repeated here.
[0107] In this embodiment the switch 43 is connected
to the steering cylinder 21 on one circuit and to the trans-
port cylinders 37 and 33D on the other circuit. In this
embodiment there is no mechanical linkage which con-
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trols the plunger 44 but instead it is operated by a switch
60 in a control panel 59 manually operable in the tractor
cab to supply power from a tractor power supply P to the
switch 43. The switch 60 is a two way switch operable
between the two modes of hitch steering 61 and transport
62. In order to prevent the tractor operator selecting the
modes at the wrong times, there is provided a pair of
warning lights 63 and 64 and relays 66 which are oper-
able in response to proximity sensors 65A, 65B which
detects angular positions of the hitch arm 19. Thus a
plate can be carried on the hitch arm 19 which comes
into proximity with the sensor 65A and indicates when
the hitch arm is at the predetermined angle defined above
by illuminating the light 63 and indicates when the hitch
arm is adjacent to the predetermined angle defined
above by illuminating the light 64. In this embodiment the
arrangement is such that the steering cylinder and trans-
port hydraulics are on the same circuit 41 and the lift
cylinders are on the separate circuit 40.
[0108] Thus there are two proximity sensors 65A, 65B,
one for each indicator light. One sensor and light tells the
operator that the header angle relative to the hitch is with-
in range to start the transport deployment. The other sen-
sor and light detects the allowed rotational range of the
header when it goes into transport mode. It alerts the
operator that transport function is available and keeps
the hydraulic switch engaged to supply oil to the transport
cylinders for the transport sequence.
[0109] The operation is as follows for placing the head-
er in Transport Mode:

1. Fully extended lift cylinders using the supply 40
so that the header is lifted off the ground by extending
the wheels to their bottom position.

2. Set the switch 60 to "STEERING" 61. Typically
the switch will be in this position during normal use
of the header in the field.

3. Operate the supply 41 to move the steering cylin-
der to rotate header until firstly the green light "TRSP
START" 63 is illuminated indicating that the header
position relative to the hitch arm is at the required
position to engage transport. At this position, the am-
ber light "TRSP AVAIL" 64 should also be illuminated
indicating the header position relative to the hitch
arm is in the rotational range that the transport is
allowed to operate in.

4. Set switch 60 to "TRANSPORT" 62 so that the
transport system is actuated by the supply 41
through the valve 43 so as to fully extend the trans-
port deploy cylinder 33D and fully retract the trans-
port swing cylinder 37. In this way the wheels are
moved to the transport position and the hitch arm is
moved to a position adjacent to but spaced from the
latch 12L.

6. Set the switch 60 to "STEERING" 61 so that the
valve 43 is spring returned to cause actuation of the
steering cylinder 21 so that the hitch steering is op-
erational.

7. Retract steering cylinder until header latch mem-
ber 19L engages latch 12L on the carrier frame.

8. Retract lift cylinders 17A, 18A using the supply 40
to sit the header cutterbar on the transport leg brack-
et 33F.

[0110] The operation is as follows for placing the head-
er in field Mode:

1. Disengage carrier frame latch to hitch.

2. Fully extend the lift cylinders.

3. Set switch 60 to "TRANSPORT" 62 so as to op-
erate the valve 43 from steering cylinder to transport
sequence valve circuit.

4. Fully extend transport swing cylinder and fully re-
tract transport deploy cylinder.

5. Set rocker switch to "STEERING".

Claims

1. A pull-type crop engaging machine (10) for towed
movement by a tractor comprising:

a frame (12A) mounted on transversely spaced
field ground wheels (17,18) for forward move-
ment during field operation across ground car-
rying a crop;
a crop engaging system (13) mounted in a trans-
verse direction across a front of the frame (12A)
so that the frame (12A) carries the crop engag-
ing system (13) in the forward direction generally
at right angles to the transverse direction into
the crop, whereby the transverse direction (TD)
is the direction transversely to said forward
movement during field operation;
a hitch arm (19) extending from the frame (12A)
to a forward end of the hitch arm (19) arranged
for attachment to a hitch connector of a tractor
by which the frame is towed in the forward di-
rection (FD) across the ground while running on
the ground wheels (17,18);
a coupling (11) for connecting the forward end
of the hitch arm (19) to a hitch connector of the
tractor;
and a transport assembly (30) attached to the
frame (12A) for transporting the frame (12A) and
the crop engaging system (13) carried thereon
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in the transverse direction (TD) towed by the
tractor through the hitch arm (19);
the hitch arm (19) being movable so that in the
field position the hitch arm (19) extends from the
frame (12A) generally forwardly for towing the
machine in the forward direction and in the trans-
port position the hitch arm (19) extends from one
end of the frame (12A) generally in the trans-
verse direction (TD) for towing the machine in
the transverse direction (TD);
the transport assembly (30) comprising:

first and second transport ground wheels
(31,32) for engaging the ground and sup-
porting the frame (12A) during transport;
said first and second transport ground
wheels (31,32) being movable between a
field position in which the transport ground
wheels (31,32)are raised from the ground
for field operation and a transport position
in which said first and second transport
ground wheels (31,32) are in contact with
the ground with the field ground wheels
(17,18) lifted from the ground;
characterized in that in the transport posi-
tion, the first transport ground wheel is at a
position on a forward side of a line in the
transport direction containing the center of
gravity of the machine and the second
ground wheel is at a rearward side of the
line, and whereby said first transport ground
wheel (32) being carried in the field position
at a position rearward of the rear of the
frame (12A) is moved from that position for-
wardly for engaging the ground in the trans-
port position on said forward side of said
line.

2. The crop engaging machine (10) according to claim
1 wherein the frame (12A) and the crop engaging
system (13) are raised by downward movement of
the first and second transport ground wheels (31,32).

3. The crop engaging machine (10) according to any
preceding claim wherein the transport ground as-
sembly (30) including the first and second transport
ground wheels (31,32) is mounted between the field
ground wheels.

4. The crop engaging machine (10) according to any
preceding claim wherein said two transport ground
wheels are carried on a common sub-frame assem-
bly (33) attached to the frame (12A).

5. The crop engaging machine (10) according to any
preceding claim wherein the first and second trans-
port ground wheels (31,32) carried on a common
sub-frame assembly (33) are attached to the frame

(12A) where the sub-frame assembly (33) is mount-
ed for pivotal movement about a horizontal axis
(33C) to lower the transport ground wheels (31,32)
to the ground and lift the field ground wheels (17,18)
and for pivotal movement about an upstanding axis
(36) to rotate said one of the transport ground wheels
(31,32) to said position on said forward side of the
line.

6. The crop engaging machine (10) according to any
preceding claim wherein the frame (12A) includes a
main rear beam (12) extending across a rear of the
frame (12A) and the transport assembly (33) is car-
ried on the main rear beam (12).

7. The crop engaging machine (10) according to any
preceding claim wherein first and second transport
ground wheels that engage the ground when the ma-
chine is in transport (31,32) are deployed from the
rear crop discharge side of the machine when the
machine is in field position.

8. The crop engaging machine (10) according to any
preceding claim wherein the coupling between the
transport ground wheels (31,32) and the frame (33)
is carried out by pivotal movement about two axes
(36,33C) at right angles to move the ground wheels
(31,32) to the required position at the ground, the
required orientation and the required position rela-
tive to the Center of Gravity of the frame (12A) in the
transport position.

9. The crop engaging machine (10) according to any
preceding claim wherein the crop engaging system
(13) comprises a cutter bar (6) comprising a row of
cutter disks (7) at spaced positions along the cutter
bar (6) with each cutter disk (7) being rotatable about
a respective upstanding axis (5).

10. The crop engaging machine (10) according to any
preceding claim wherein the hitch arm (19) is con-
nected to the main transverse beam (12) of the frame
(12A) at a center line of the frame (12A) for pivotal
movement relative to the frame (12A) between a first
field position inclined forwardly and outwardly toward
a first end of the frame (12A) to a second field position
inclined outwardly and forwardly toward a second
end of the frame (12A).

11. The crop engaging machine (10) according to any
preceding claim wherein both transport ground
wheels (31,32) are carried from the main transverse
beam (12) so as to extend upwardly and rearwardly
from the main beam (12).
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Patentansprüche

1. Gezogene Erntemaschine (10) für eine gezogene
Bewegung durch einen Traktor, aufweisend:

einen Rahmen (12A), der an quer-beabstande-
ten Feldbodenrädern (17, 18) zur Vorwärtsbe-
wegung während des Feldbetriebs über den Bo-
den, der Getreide trägt, montiert ist;
ein Erntesystem (13), das in einer Querrichtung
über eine Vorderseite des Rahmens (12A) mon-
tiert ist, so dass der Rahmen (12A) das Ernte-
system (13) in der Vorwärtsrichtung allgemein
unter rechten Winkeln zu der Querrichtung in
das Getreide hinein trägt, wobei die Querrich-
tung (TD) die Richtung quer zu der Vorwärtsbe-
wegung während des Feldbetriebs ist;
einen Zugeinrichtungsarm (19), der sich vom
Rahmen (12A) zu einem vorderen Ende des Zu-
geinrichtungsarms (19) erstreckt, der zur An-
bringung an einem Zugeinrichtungsarmverbin-
der eines Traktors eingerichtet ist, durch den der
Rahmen in Vorwärtsrichtung (FD) über den Bo-
den hinweg gezogen wird, während er auf den
Bodenrädern (17, 18) läuft;
eine Kupplung (11) zum Verbinden des vorde-
ren Endes des Zugeinrichtungsarms (19) mit ei-
nem Zugeinrichtungsverbinder des Traktors;
und eine an dem Rahmen (12A) angebrachte
Transportanordnung (30) zum Transportieren
des Rahmens (12A) und des an diesem in der
Querrichtung (TD) getragenen Erntesystems
(13), die von dem Traktor durch den Zugeinrich-
tungsarm (19) gezogen wird;
wobei der Zugeinrichtungsarm (19) derart be-
wegbar ist, dass sich der Zugeinrichtungsarm
(19) in der Feldposition von dem Rahmen (12A)
im Allgemeinen nach vorn erstreckt, um die Ma-
schine in Vorwärtsrichtung zu ziehen, und sich
der Zugeinrichtungsarm (19) in der Transport-
position von einem Ende des Rahmens (12A)
allgemein in der Querrichtung (TD) erstreckt, um
die Maschine in der Querrichtung (TD) zu zie-
hen;
wobei die Transportanordnung (30) aufweist:

erste und zweite Transportbodenräder (31,
32) zur Wirkverbindung mit dem Boden und
zum Lagern des Rahmens (12A) während
des Transports;
wobei die ersten und zweiten Transportbo-
denräder (31, 32) zwischen einer Feldposi-
tion, in welcher die Transportbodenräder
(31, 32) zum Feldbetrieb vom Boden abge-
hoben sind, und einer Transportposition, in
welcher das erste und zweite Transportbo-
denrad (31, 32) in Kontakt mit dem Boden
sind und die Feldbodenräder (17, 18) vom

Boden abgehoben sind, bewegbar sind;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das erste
Bodentransportrad in der Transportposition
an einer Position auf einer Vorderseite einer
Linie in der Transportrichtung ist, die den
Schwerkraftmittelpunkt der Maschine ent-
hält, und das zweite Bodenrad auf einer
Rückseite der Linie ist, und wobei das erste
Bodentransportrad (32), das in der Feldpo-
sition in einer Position getragen wird, die
sich hinter der Hinterseite des Rahmens
(12A) befindet, aus dieser Position heraus
nach vorn zum Angriff an den Boden in der
Transportposition auf der Vorderseite die-
ser Linie bewegt wird.

2. Erntemaschine (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei der
Rahmen (12A) und das Erntesystem (13) durch eine
Abwärtsbewegung des ersten und zweiten Boden-
transportrads (31, 32) angehoben werden.

3. Erntemaschine (10) nach einem der vorstehenden
Ansprüche, wobei die Bodentransportanordnung
(30), die das erste und das zweite Bodentransport-
rad (31, 32) umfasst, zwischen den Feldbodenrä-
dern montiert ist.

4. Erntemaschine (10) nach einem der vorstehenden
Ansprüche, wobei die zwei Transportbodenräder an
einer gemeinsamen Untergestell-Anordnung (33)
getragen werden, die an dem Rahmen (12A) ange-
bracht ist.

5. Erntemaschine (10) nach einem der vorstehenden
Ansprüche, wobei das erste und das zweite Trans-
portbodenrad (31, 32), die an einer gemeinsamen
Untergestell-Anordnung (33) getragen werden, an
dem Rahmen (12A) angebracht sind, wo die Unter-
gestell-Anordnung (33) zur Schwenkbewegung um
eine Horizontalachse (33C) eingerichtet ist, um die
Transportbodenräder (31, 32) auf den Boden abzu-
senken und die Feldbodenräder (17, 18) anzuheben,
sowie zur Schwenkbewegung um eine stehende
Achse (36) eingerichtet ist, um eines der Transport-
bodenräder (31, 32) in diese Position auf der Vor-
derseite der Linie zu drehen.

6. Erntemaschine (10) nach einem der vorstehenden
Ansprüche, wobei der Rahmen (12A) einen hinteren
Hauptbalken (12) aufweist, der sich über eine Hin-
terseite des Rahmens (12A) erstreckt, und die
Transportanordnung (33) an dem hinteren Haupt-
balken (12) getragen wird.

7. Erntemaschine (10) nach einem der vorstehenden
Ansprüche, wobei das erste und das zweite Boden-
transportrad, die am Boden angreifen, wenn sich die
Maschine im Transport (31, 32) befindet, von der
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hinteren Erntegutentladeseite der Maschine ausge-
fahren werden, wenn sich die Maschine in der Feld-
position befindet.

8. Erntemaschine (10) nach einem der vorstehenden
Ansprüche, wobei die Kopplung zwischen den
Transportbodenrädern (31, 32) und dem Rahmen
(33) durch eine Schwenkbewegung um zwei Achsen
(36, 33C) unter rechten Winkeln erfolgt, um die Bo-
denräder (31, 32) in die erforderliche Position am
Boden, die erforderliche Ausrichtung und die erfor-
derliche Position bezüglich des Schwerpunkts des
Rahmens (12A) in der Transportposition zu bewe-
gen.

9. Erntemaschine (10) nach einem der vorstehenden
Ansprüche, wobei das Erntesystem (13) einen
Schneidbalken (6) aufweist, der eine Reihe von
Schneidscheiben (7) an beabstandeten Positionen
entlang des Schneidbalkens (6) aufweist, wobei jede
Schneidscheibe (7) um eine jeweilige aufrechte Ach-
se (5) drehbar ist.

10. Erntemaschine (10) nach einem der vorstehenden
Ansprüche, wobei der Zugeinrichtungsarm (19) mit
dem Hauptquerbalken (12) des Rahmens (12A) an
einer Mittellinie des Rahmens (12A) zur Schwenk-
bewegung bezüglich des Rahmens (12A) zwischen
einer ersten Feldposition, die nach vorne und nach
außen hin zu einem ersten Ende des Rahmens (12A)
geneigt ist, in eine zweite Feldposition, die nach au-
ßen und nach vorne hin zu einem zweiten Ende des
Rahmens (12A) geneigt ist, verbunden ist.

11. Erntemaschine (10) nach einem der vorstehenden
Ansprüche, wobei beide Transportbodenräder (31,
32) vom Hauptquerbalken (12) derart getragen wer-
den, dass sie sich vom Hauptbalken (12) nach oben
und nach hinten erstrecken.

Revendications

1. Machine (10) de récolte trainée, pour un déplace-
ment remorqué à l’aide d’un tracteur, la machine
comprenant :

un châssis (12A) monté sur des roues portantes
de champ (17, 18) espacées transversalement,
pour le déplacement vers l’avant pendant du tra-
vail agricole en travers du sol portant une
culture ;
un système (13) de récolte, monté dans une di-
rection transversale sur une partie avant du
châssis (12A), de sorte que le châssis (12A) por-
te le système (13) de récolte dans la direction
vers l’avant généralement selon des angles
droits par rapport à la direction transversale à la

récolte, la direction transversale (TD) étant la
direction transversale au sens de déplacement
vers l’avant pendant le travail agricole ;
un bras d’attelage (19) s’étendant à partir du
châssis (12A) vers une extrémité avant du bras
d’attelage (19) agencée pour être fixée à un rac-
cord d’attelage d’un tracteur, au moyen duquel
le châssis est remorqué dans la direction vers
l’avant (FD) en travers du sol pendant le roule-
ment sur les roues portantes (17, 18);
un accouplement (11) pour le raccordement de
l’extrémité avant du bras d’attelage (15) à un
raccord d’attelage du tracteur ;
et un ensemble de transport (30) fixé au châssis
(12A) afin de transporter le châssis (12A), et le
système (13) de récolte porté sur celui-ci, dans
la direction transversale (TD), remorqués par le
tracteur par l’intermédiaire du bras d’attelage
(19);
le bras d’attelage (19) étant déplaçable de sorte
que, dans la position champ, le bras d’attelage
(19) s’étend à partir du châssis (12A) générale-
ment vers l’avant afin de remorquer la machine
dans la direction vers l’avant, et dans la position
transport, le bras d’attelage (19) s’étend à partir
d’une extrémité du châssis (12A) généralement
dans la direction transversale (TD), afin de re-
morquer la machine dans la direction transver-
sale (TD) ;
l’ensemble de transport (30) comprenant :

des première et seconde roues portantes
de transport (31, 32) destinées à entrer en
contact avec le sol et à porter le châssis
(12A) pendant le transport ;
lesdites première et seconde roues portan-
tes de transport (31, 32) étant déplaçables
entre une position champ dans laquelle les
roues portantes de transport (31, 32) sont
soulevées à partir du sol, pour le travail agri-
cole, et une position transport dans laquelle
lesdites première et seconde roues portan-
tes de transport (31, 32) sont en contact
avec le sol, les roues portantes de champ
(17, 18) étant soulevées à partir du sol ;

caractérisée en ce que, dans la position trans-
port, la première roue portante de transport est
au niveau d’une position d’un côté avant d’une
ligne dans la direction de transport contenant le
centre de gravité de la machine, et la seconde
roue portante est au niveau d’un côté arrière de
la ligne, et moyennant quoi ladite première roue
portante de transport (32), étant portée dans la
position champ au niveau d’une position arrière
de la partie arrière du châssis (12A), est dépla-
cée de ladite position avant afin d’entrer en con-
tact avec le sol dans la position transport dudit
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côté avant de ladite ligne.

2. La machine (10) de récolte selon la revendication 1,
dans laquelle le châssis (12A) et le système (13) de
récolte sont soulevés au moyen d’un déplacement
vers le bas des première et seconde roues portantes
de transport (31, 32).

3. La machine (10) de récolte selon l’une quelconque
des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle l’en-
semble portant de transport (30), comprenant les
première et seconde roues portantes de transport
(31, 32), est monté entre les roues portantes de
champ.

4. La machine (10) de récolte selon l’une quelconque
des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle les-
dites deux roues portantes de transport sont portées
sur un ensemble sous-châssis commun (33) fixé au
châssis (12A).

5. La machine (10) de récolte selon l’une quelconque
des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle les
première et seconde roues portantes de transport
(31, 32), portées sur un ensemble sous-châssis
commun (33), sont fixées au châssis (12A), l’ensem-
ble sous-châssis (33) étant monté pour un mouve-
ment pivotant autour d’un axe horizontal (33C) afin
de descendre les roues portantes de transport (31,
32) vers le sol et de soulever les roues portantes de
champ (17, 18), et pour un mouvement pivotant
autour d’un axe vertical (36) afin de faire tourner la-
dite roue, parmi les roues portantes de transport (31,
32), vers ladite position du côté avant de la ligne.

6. La machine (10) de récolte selon l’une quelconque
des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle le
châssis (12A) comprend une poutre arrière princi-
pale (12) s’étendant sur l’ensemble de la partie ar-
rière du châssis (12A), et l’ensemble de transport
(30) est porté sur la poutre arrière principale (12).

7. La machine (10) de récolte selon l’une quelconque
des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle les
première et seconde roues portantes de transport
(31, 32), qui sont en contact avec le sol lorsque la
machine est en position transport, sont déployées à
partir du côté arrière de décharge de la récolte de la
machine lorsque la machine est en position champ.

8. La machine (10) de récolte selon l’une quelconque
des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle l’ac-
couplement entre les roues portantes de transport
(31, 32) et le châssis (33) est effectué au moyen du
mouvement pivotant autour deux axes (36, 33C) se-
lon des angles droits, afin de déplacer les roues por-
tantes (31, 32) vers la position requise au niveau du
sol, l’orientation requise et la position requise par

rapport au centre de gravité du châssis (12A) dans
la position transport.

9. La machine (10) de récolte selon l’une quelconque
des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle le
système (13) de récolte comprend une barre de cou-
pe (6) comportant une rangée de disques de coupe
(7) à des positions espacées le long de la barre de
coupe (6), chaque disque de coupe (7) pouvant tour-
ner autour d’un axe vertical (5) respectif.

10. La machine (10) de récolte selon l’une quelconque
des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle le
bras d’attelage (19) est relié à la poutre arrière prin-
cipale (12) du châssis (12A) au niveau d’une ligne
centrale du châssis (12A), permettant son mouve-
ment pivotant par rapport au châssis (12A) entre une
première position champ inclinée vers l’avant et vers
l’extérieur vers une première extrémité du châssis
(12A), et une seconde position champ inclinée vers
l’extérieur et vers l’avant vers une seconde extrémité
du châssis (12A).

11. La machine (10) de récolte selon l’une quelconque
des revendications précédentes, dans laquelle les
deux roues portantes de transport (31, 32) sont por-
tées à partir de la poutre transversale principale (12),
afin de s’étendre vers le haut et vers l’arrière à partir
de la poutre transversale principale (12).
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