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(54) Molding apparatus, optical element molding method, and optical element and prism as
molded products

(57) It is an object of this invention to provide a
molding apparatus capable of obtaining an optical ele-
ment of which both an optical functional surface and a
lens mounting reference can be molded simultaneously
and which has an appropriate lens thickness. In order to
achieve this object, the apparatus includes a lower mold
having one molding surface on its upper surface, a
lower periphery regulating member for fitting on an
outer surface of the lower mold to regulate an excess of
a glass material swelling outward from the molding sur-
face of the lower mold, an upper mold having the other
molding surface on its lower surface, and an upper
periphery regulating member for fitting on an outer sur-
face of the upper mold to regulate the excess of the
glass material swelling outward from the molding sur-
face of the upper mold. When at least one of the upper
and lower molds is moved vertically to press-mold the
thermally softened glass material with the molding sur-
faces, the excess of the glass material flows into a
space formed by upper and lower ends of the lower and
upper periphery regulating members, respectively. Posi-
tions of the upper and lower ends of the space where
the excess of the glass material flows into change verti-
cally along edges of the molding surfaces.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a molding
apparatus for molding an optical element such as a
glass-molded lens from a thermally softened glass
material by pressing a mold, an optical element molding
method, and an optical element and prism as molded
products.
[0002] Conventionally, to obtain a glass-molded lens,
a molding apparatus, the main section of which is
shown in Fig. 1, is used. In Fig. 1, a glass gob 1 having
a predetermined weight is placed between lower and
upper molds 2 and 3 slidably arranged in a cylindrical
mold 4, and is softened by heating. The lower and upper
molds 2 and 3 are made relatively come close to each
other to press-mold the glass gob 1, thereby obtaining a
required optical glass element such as a glass-molded
lens.
[0003] With the molding apparatus having this mold
structure, the cavity formed in the cylindrical mold 4 is a
closed space partitioned by the molding surfaces of the
lower and upper molds 2 and 3. When the glass-molded
lens is obtained by this apparatus, variations in weight
of the glass gob directly appear as variations in thick-
ness of the lens to adversely affect the optical charac-
teristics of the lens.
[0004] In order to eliminate the influence cased by the
variations in weight of the glass gob, a countermeasure
for this is proposed. As shown in Fig. 2, when press
molding is performed with upper and lower molds 7 and
6 so as not to regulate the periphery of the glass mate-
rial with the inner surface of a cylindrical mold 8, an
excess 5 of the glass gob is allowed to swell from the
edges of the molding surfaces and is received in a
recess formed in the inner surface of the cylindrical
mold 8.
[0005] When the recess is formed in this manner such
that the entire periphery of the side surface of the lens
to be molded forms an equal swell-out portion, the
swell-out portion must be additionally formed with a por-
tion that serves as a reference when incorporating the
molded lens in a predetermined holding frame.
[0006] In order to avoid this additional formation, a
molding apparatus shown in, e.g., Japanese Patent
Laid-Open No. 60-171233 is employed. In this appara-
tus, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4, slide cores 10L and 10R
that slide laterally are molded at portions that form the
side surface of the lens, and are moved forward/back-
ward by actuators 11L and 11R. Spaces 9 into which
the excess of the glass gob can flow are formed at
required portions of the slide cores 10L and 10R.
Hence, the lens can be molded with positional refer-
ences, in addition to the glass swell-out portion, in the
horizontal direction simultaneously with formation of
optical functional surfaces.
[0007] In order to form the lens surfaces and the lens

positioning references simultaneously, Japanese Patent
Publication No. 63-10100 has already proposed a mold-
ing apparatus necessary for this. As shown in Fig. å5, a
side surface regulating portion 17 is formed only on the
inner surface of a cylindrical mold 16 which does not
positionally regulate swelling from the edge of the mold-
ing surface of an upper mold 15 but is in contact with the
edge of the molding surface of a lower mold 14 corre-
sponding to the optical functional surface of the lens.
Alternatively, as shown in Fig. 8, upper and lower upper
position regulating members 24 and 23 that form posi-
tion regulating portions 28 and 27 are formed on the
edges of the molding surfaces of upper and lower molds
22 and 21 in a cylindrical mold 25. The molding appara-
tus has both a portion that regulates circumferential
swelling of the softened glass gob from the edges of the
upper and lower molds, and a portion 18 (see Fig. 5) or
26 (see Fig. 8) that does not regulate the softened glass
gob but allows it to swell out.

[0008] A molded optical element as the target of the
proposed molding apparatus is axially symmetrical. The
amount of excessive glass swelling out from the edges
of the molding surfaces of the upper and lower molds
when performing press molding can be automatically
set constant highly precisely if the gap between the
edges of the molding surfaces is kept constant.
[0009] In the molding apparatus of Japanese Patent
Laid-Open No. 60-171233, the actuators 11L and 11R
for driving the slide cores 10L and 10R are needed,
leading to a complicated structure. In the molding appa-
ratus of Japanese Patent Publication No. 63-10100,
these actuators are not needed and both the glass reg-
ulating portion and portion that allows swelling can be
provided. In the latter apparatus, as shown in Figs. 6
and 7, and 9 and 10, regarding its mold structure, a
positional reference 19, or positional references 30 and
31 are formed on the outer surface of the molded optical
element. Simultaneously, a continuous annular swell-
out portion 20 or 29 is formed to surround the outer sur-
face of the molded optical element. Conventionally,
most optical elements molded by glass molding are axi-
ally symmetrical. Even if the swell-out portion 20 or 29
annularly surrounds the side surface of the lens at a cer-
tain constant height, no particular problem arises.
[0010] In recent years, as the types and variations of
optical elements increase, a demand for axially asym-
metrical lenses increases. Assume that, as shown in
Fig. 13, an axially asymmetrical optical element is to be
molded (in this case, the lower and upper molds are
respectively divided into portions 32a to 32c, and 33a to
33c, and horizontal position regulating members 34 and
35 are provided around the portions 32a to 32c, and
33a to 33c, respectively, to form a space, between posi-
tion regulating portions 38 and 39, into which an excess
37 of the glass gob flows when press molding is per-
formed in a cylindrical mold 36). As shown in Fig. 14,
when a swell-out portion 40 corresponding to the glass
gob excess is formed around the molded optical ele-
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ment, this swell-out portion 40 is present very close to a
portion 45 (part of the optical functional surface) on,
e.g., side surfaces 41 and 42 of the optical element. The
deformation amount of glass is large in the swell-out
portion 40 and the outermost portion of the swell-out
portion 40 is not regulated by the mold during molding.
This adversely affects the planar precision of the periph-
eral portion of the swell-out portion 40.

[0011] In this manner, if the edge portion of an optical
functional surface 43, or optical functional surfaces 44
and 45 transferred from the molding surface of the
upper or lower mold vertically changes and does not
have a constant height, the swell-out portion 40 of the
glass gob can degrade the planar precision.
[0012] In recent years, as the types and variations of
optical elements increase, even in molded optical ele-
ments such as glass-molded lenses, a demand for
molding one having an axially asymmetrical shape
increases. When molding an optical element having a
general axially asymmetrical shape, it is naturally
molded by using an axially asymmetrical mold. During
press molding, deformation of the glass material in the
horizontal direction is accordingly axially asymmetrical.
Assume that such an optical element is to be molded by
using a conventionally used mold structure in which the
vertical size of the gap, that defines a glass excess,
around the edges of the molding surfaces of the upper
and lower molds is kept constant. In this case, depend-
ing on the relationship between the shape of the glass
material before molding and the mold shape, the sof-
tened glass may quickly fill even the corners of the mold
during molding to result in cracking or cutout during later
press molding. Alternatively, the softened glass may not
sufficiently fill the corners of the mold even after press
molding. The optical functional surface is not perfectly
transferred from the molding surface, leading to a
molded product having a cut optical functional surface,
i.e., a filling defect.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0013] The present invention has been made on the
basis of the above situation, and has as its first object to
provide a molding apparatus in which a mold for an opti-
cal element is designed such that a swell-out portion
from a glass material (gob) is located as far as possible
from the edges of the molding surfaces of upper and
lower molds and from the regulating portions of the
respective peripheral regulating members so that, the
peripheral regulating members are machined as
designed to allow maintaining a high planar precision,
an optical functional surface and a lens mounting refer-
ence can be molded simultaneously and an optical ele-
ment having an appropriate lens thickness can be
obtained for a molded optical element, an optical ele-
ment molding method, and an optical element and
prism as molded products.
[0014] The second object of the present invention is to

provide a molding apparatus in which the vertical dis-
tance of a space, around molding surfaces of upper and
lower molds, into which a glass gob excess flows into, is
intentionally formed to have relatively wide and narrow
portions so that, during press molding of a glass mate-
rial (gob), a pressure acting on softened glass at this
portion is adjusted by means of a difference in flowabil-
ity of glass to uniform a pressure distribution generated
in the glass material, thus obtaining a good optical ele-
ment free from burr on the ridge of the molded product,
an optical element molding method, and an optical ele-
ment and prism as molded products.

[0015] In order to achieve the first object, according to
the present invention, there is provided a molding appa-
ratus for thermally softening a glass material and press-
ing the glass material with upper and lower molds,
thereby molding the glass material, characterized by
comprising a lower mold having one molding surface on
an upper surface thereof, a lower periphery regulating
member for fitting on an outer surface of the lower mold
to regulate an excess of the glass material swelling out-
ward from the molding surface of the lower mold, an
upper mold having the other molding surface on a lower
surface thereof, and an upper periphery regulating
member for fitting on an outer surface of the upper mold
to regulate the excess of the glass material swelling out-
ward from the molding surface of said upper mold,
wherein when at least one of the upper and lower molds
is moved vertically to press-mold the thermally softened
glass material with the molding surfaces, the excess of
the glass material flows into a space formed by upper
and lower ends of the lower and upper periphery regu-
lating members, respectively, and positions of the upper
and lower ends of the space where the excess of the
glass material flows into change vertically along edges
of the molding surfaces to correspond to shapes of the
two molding surfaces.
[0016] In this case, the positions of the upper and
lower ends of the space where the excess of the glass
material flows into are preferably set to be as far as pos-
sible from the molding surfaces of the upper and lower
molds, and furthermore the upper and lower ends of the
two periphery regulating members are preferably
formed of combinations of arcs and straight lines that
are continuous along the edges of the molding surfaces.
[0017] In an optical element molded with a molding
apparatus for thermally softening a glass material and
pressing the glass material with upper and lower molds
and having a space, where an excess of the glass mate-
rial flows into, around molding surfaces of the upper and
lower molds, a portion formed by the space where the
excess of the glass flows into is located at positions that
vertically change along edges of transfer surfaces in
accordance with shapes of the transfer surfaces trans-
ferred from the molding surfaces.
[0018] Therefore, in accordance with the shape of the
optical element, e.g., an lens described above, and the
shape of the mold for molding this optical element, the
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optical functional surface of the optical element and the
mounting reference for it can be formed simultaneously
by one molding operation, the thickness of the optical
element can be stably obtained regardless of variations
in weight of the glass material, and degradation in pla-
nar precision caused by the presence of the swell-out
portion can be minimized.

[0019] In order to achieve the second object, accord-
ing to the present invention, there is provided a molding
apparatus for thermally softening a glass material and
pressing the glass material with upper and lower molds,
thereby molding the glass material, characterized by
comprising a lower mold having one molding surface on
an upper surface thereof, a lower periphery regulating
member for fitting on an outer surface of the lower mold
to regulate an excess of the glass material swelling out-
ward from the molding surface of the lower mold, an
upper mold having the other molding surface on a lower
surface thereof, and an upper periphery regulating
member for fitting on an outer surface of the upper mold
to regulate the excess of the glass material swelling out-
ward from the molding surface of the upper mold,
wherein when at least one of the upper and lower molds
is moved vertically to press-mold the thermally softened
glass material with the molding surfaces, the excess of
the glass material flows into a space formed by upper
and lower ends of the lower and upper periphery regu-
lating members, respectively, and a distance between
the upper and lower ends of the space where the
excess of the glass material flows into changes along
edges of the molding surfaces in accordance with a
deformation amount of the glass material molded by the
two molding surfaces.
[0020] In this case, the distance between the upper
and lower ends preferably changes so that, when the
thermally softened glass material is pressed, a vertical
distance of the space where the excess of the glass
material flows into is relatively large to correspond to a
portion having a large deformation amount of the glass
material, at edges of the mold surfaces close to the por-
tion having a large deformation amount, and is relatively
small to correspond to a portion having a small defor-
mation amount of the glass material, at edges of the
molding surfaces close to the portion having a small
deformation amount.
[0021] Furthermore, there is provided an optical ele-
ment molded with a molding apparatus for thermally
softening a glass material and pressing the glass mate-
rial with upper and lower molds and having a space,
where an excess of the glass material flows into, around
molding surfaces of the upper and lower molds, charac-
terized in that a portion formed by the space where the
excess of the glass flows into is formed with a thickness
that changes vertically along edges of transfer surfaces
transferred from the molding surfaces in accordance
with a distance between the transfer surfaces.
[0022] In this case, the optical element preferably has
a thickness that changes vertically along the edges of

the transfer surfaces, so as to be large at a portion
formed of the space where the excess of the glass
material flows into to correspond to a portion having a
large deformation amount of the glass material during
press molding, and to be small at a portion formed of
the space where the excess of the glass material flows
into to correspond to a portion having a small deforma-
tion amount of the glass material.

[0023] Therefore, when the mold having the shape
described above is used, the press molding process
can be performed such that the glass material swells
out equally at any portion around the molding surfaces
of the upper and lower molds. Glass can accordingly
completely fill all the corners of the mold. In a molded
optical element, cracking, cutout, and fusion of glass on
the mold can be prevented, and a good planar precision
can be obtained.
[0024] Other objects and advantages besides those
discussed above shall be apparent to those skilled in
the art from the description of a preferred embodiment
of the invention which follows. In the description, refer-
ence is made to accompanying drawings, which form a
part hereof, and which illustrate an example of the
invention. Such example, however, is not exhaustive of
the various embodiments of the invention, and therefore
reference is made to the claims which follow the
description for determining the scope of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0025]

Fig. 1 is a sectional view showing the arrangement
of a conventional mold for glass molding;
Fig. 2 is a sectional view showing the arrangement
of another conventional mold for glass molding;
Fig. 3 is a sectional view showing the arrangement
of still another conventional mold for glass molding;
Fig. 4 is a sectional view of the same seen from the
above;
Fig. 5 is a sectional view showing the arrangement
of still another conventional mold for glass molding;
Fig. 6 is a sectional view of a conventional glass-
molded lens molded with this mold;
Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the same;
Fig. 8 is a sectional view showing the arrangement
of still another conventional mold for glass molding;
Fig. 9 is a sectional view of a conventional glass-
molded lens molded with this mold;
Fig. 10 is a perspective view of the same;
Fig. 11 is a sectional view showing the arrangement
of a mold according to the first embodiment of the
present invention;
Fig. 12 is a perspective view of the same;
Fig. 13 is a perspective view showing the ideal pat-
tern of a glass-molded lens according to the
present invention;
Fig. 14 is a perspective view of a conventional
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glass-molded lens for comparison with the present
invention;

Fig. 15 is a perspective view of a glass-molded lens
according to the present invention;
Fig. 16 is a side view of the same;
Fig. 17 is a sectional view showing the arrangement
of a mold according to the second embodiment of
the present invention;
Fig. 18 is an exploded perspective view of a con-
ventional mold for glass molding corresponding to
the mold of the second embodiment;
Fig. 19 is an exploded perspective view of the mold
according to the second embodiment of the present
invention;
Fig. 20 is a perspective view of a glass-molded lens
molded with the mold shown in Fig. 18;
Fig. 21 is a perspective view of a glass-molded lens
molded with the mold shown in Fig. 19;
Fig. 22 is a sectional view showing the arrangement
of a mold to indicate the press process in the sec-
ond embodiment of the present invention;
Fig. 23 is a sectional view showing the arrangement
of the mold to indicate the press process (second
stage) during molding in the second embodiment of
the present invention;
Fig. 24 is a sectional view showing the arrangement
of the mold to indicate the press process (third
stage) during molding in the second embodiment of
the present invention;
Fig. 25 is a sectional view showing the arrangement
of the mold to indicate the press process (final
stage) during molding in the second embodiment of
the present invention;
Fig. 26 is a sectional view taken along a section 140
of Fig. 24;
Fig. 27 is a sectional view taken along a section 141
of Fig. 24;
Fig. 28 is a sectional view taken along a section 140
of Fig 25;
Fig. 29 is a sectional view taken along a section 141
of Fig. 25;
Fig. 30 is a schematic diagram of a reflecting optical
system according to the third embodiment of the
present invention;
Fig. 31 is a perspective view of a conventional
glass-molded lens for comparison with the third
embodiment;
Fig. 32 is a perspective view of a glass-molded lens
according to the third embodiment;
Fig. 33 is a sectional view showing the arrangement
of a mold according to the third embodiment;
Fig. 34 is a perspective view of the mold according
to the third embodiment;
Fig. 35 is a side view of the glass-molded lens
according to the third embodiment;
Fig. 36 is a perspective view of a glass-molded lens
according to a modification;
Fig. 37 is a perspective view of a glass-molded lens

according to the fourth embodiment; and

Fig. 38 shows a lens having a diffraction grating on
its lens surface.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

(First Embodiment)

[0026] The first embodiment of the present invention
will be described in detail with reference to Figs. 11 to
16. A mold for glass molding according to this embodi-
ment has an arrangement as shown in Fig. 11. Figs. 12
and 15 are perspective views respectively showing a
mold according to the present invention and an optical
element (glass lens) as a product molded with this mold.
[0027] This molding apparatus has a lower mold 32, a
lower periphery regulating member 34, an upper mold
33, and an upper periphery regulating member 35. The
lower mold 32 has one molding surface on its upper sur-
face. The lower periphery regulating member 34 fits on
the outer surface of the lower mold 32 and regulates an
excess of a glass material swelling outward from the
molding surface of the lower mold 32. The upper mold
33 has the other molding surface on its lower surface.
The upper periphery regulating member 35 fits on the
outer surface of the upper mold 33 and regulates the
excess of the glass material swelling outward from the
molding surface of the upper mold 33. When at least
one of the upper and lower molds 33 and 32 is moved
vertically to press-mold the thermally softened glass
material with the molding surfaces, an excess 37 of the
glass material flows into a space formed by upper and
lower ends 39 and 38 of the lower and upper periphery
regulating members 34 and 35, respectively. The posi-
tions of the upper and lower ends 38 and 39 of the
space where the excess of the glass material flows into
change vertically in accordance with the shapes of the
two molding surfaces along the molding surfaces (see
Fig. 12).
[0028] Referring to Figs. 11 and 12, reference numer-
als 32a, 32b, and 32c denote the mold members of the
lower mold 32 that partially constitute the respective dis-
continuous flat portions of the molding surface as they
are divided into three portions; and 33a, 33b, and 33c,
the mold members of the upper mold 33 that partially
constitute the respective discontinuous flat portions of
the molding surface as they are divided into three por-
tions. The upper periphery regulating member 35 regu-
lates the edge of the upper molding surface (this serves
as the frame mounting reference surface of a molded
optical element to be described later). The lower periph-
ery regulating member 34 regulates the edge of the
lower molding surface. The upper and lower periphery
regulating members 35 and 34 are slidably arranged on
the inner wall of a cylindrical mold 36.
[0029] How to mold an optical element, and particu-
larly an axially asymmetrical glass lens, by using the
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mold for glass molding having the above arrangement
will be described.

[0030] A glass material (gob) is placed between the
upper and lower molds 33 and 32. The entire mold is
heated to indirectly soften, by heating, the glass mate-
rial to a required temperature. When the glass material
is softened at a predetermined temperature, the lower
mold 32 and lower periphery regulating member 34 are
fixed. The upper mold 33 and the upper periphery regu-
lating member 35 are integrally moved downward to
press the glass material to a height corresponding to a
predetermined thickness of the optical element to be
molded, thereby performing press molding.
[0031] A space for receiving the swell-out portion 37
of the glass material is present between the lower end
39 of the upper periphery regulating member 35 and the
upper end 38 of the lower periphery regulating member
34. Excessive glass flows out into this space to form a
molded product having a constant thickness without
being affected by variations in volume of the glass gob.
[0032] In this embodiment, the shape of the gap into
which the glass material swells out is designed and
machined in the following manner. Namely, as shown in
Fig. 15, the gap must be as far as possible from both a
portion where the peripheral portions of the mold mem-
bers 33a, 33b, and 33c of the upper mold 33 come into
contact with the upper periphery regulating member 35,
i.e., a portion corresponding to one optical functional
surface 43 of the optical element, and a portion where
the peripheral portions of the mold members 32a, 32b,
and 32c of the lower mold 32 come into contact with the
lower periphery regulating member 34, i.e., a portion
corresponding to the other optical functional surface 44
of the optical element. Also, the gap must be constituted
by continuation of arcs and straight lines that continu-
ously change in the vertical direction.
[0033] The entire mold is cooled down. When the
mold reaches a predetermined temperature, it is
opened, and the molded optical element (glass lens) is
extracted. In the product molded with this mold, as
shown in Fig. 15, its swell-out portion 46 is as far as pos-
sible from the upper and lower optical functional sur-
faces at any portion of the edges of the optical
functional surfaces of the optical element. Hence, an
adverse influence on the optical functional surfaces,
such as degradation in planar precision at a position
close to the glass swell-out portion, can be minimized.
[0034] As in this embodiment, according to the
present invention, an optical element such as a glass-
molded lens, which has positioning reference surfaces,
a high lens thickness precision, and a high planar preci-
sion can be obtained easily with a simple mold arrange-
ment.
[0035] An optical element molded according to this
embodiment will be described in detail with reference to
Fig. 16.
[0036] In this embodiment, the upper surface of the
swell-out portion of the optical element forms a curved

shape 49 transferred from the shape of the lower end
face of the upper periphery regulating member of the
mold, and the lower surface thereof forms a curved
shape 50 transferred from the shape of the upper end
face of the lower periphery regulating member of the
mold. Each of the curved shapes 49 and 50 is consti-
tuted by the combination of arcs and straight lines and
changes in the vertical direction (in Fig. 16, continuation
of regions 48a to 48e, and 47a to 47e; i.e., reference
numerals 47a, 47e, 48a, and 48e denote straight por-
tions, and 47b, 47c, 47d, 48b, 48c, and 48d, arcuate
portions). The curved shapes 49 and 50 are formed to
be as far as possible from the corresponding optical
functional surfaces.

[0037] Although these shapes may be formed by
designing the lower end face of the upper periphery reg-
ulating member 35 and the upper end face of the lower
periphery regulating member 34 by employing spline
curves and free curves, it makes design and machining
cumbersome, and takes time, leading to an increase in
cost. If, however, the combination of arcs and straight
lines is employed, designing of the lower end face of the
upper periphery regulating member 35 and the upper
end face of the lower periphery regulating member 34
can be simplified, and the mold machining apparatus
can be controlled easily. The completed figure forms a
continuously, smoothly changing curve having no verti-
cally discontinuous portion. Hence, a crack or cutout is
not formed easily in this curved portion of the optical
element.

(Second Embodiment)

[0038] The second embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be described with reference to Figs. 17 to 26.
[0039] The mold shown in Figs. 17 and 19 is the one
for an optical element such as a glass-molded lens
according to the second embodiment of the present
invention, and Fig. 21 shows an optical glass element
as the molded product. For comparison with this
embodiment, Fig. 18 shows a conventional mold for an
optical element such as a glass-molded lens, and Fig.
20 shows an optical glass element as the molded prod-
uct.
[0040] As shown in Fig. 20, an excess 138 as the
swell-out portion of the conventional glass material has
a constant thickness in the vertical direction. Independ-
ently of the press deformation amounts of the molding
surfaces differing depending on locations to lead to a
change in shape, the end faces of periphery regulating
members 136 and 137 of upper and lower molds 134
and 135 shown in Fig. 18 are straight. In this case, the
swelling-out amount in the horizontal direction becomes
nonuniform in accordance with the press deformation
amount, and also a crack or cutout is formed easily.
[0041] The mold of the second embodiment shown in
Figs. 17 and 19 has a lower mold 135, a lower periphery
regulating member 137, an upper mold 134, and an
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upper periphery regulating member 136. The lower
mold 135 has one molding surface on its upper surface.
The lower periphery regulating member 137 fits on the
outer surface of the lower mold 135 and regulates an
excess of a glass material swelling outward from the
molding surface of the lower mold 135. The upper mold
134 has the other molding surface on its lower surface.
The upper periphery regulating member 136 fits on the
outer surface of the upper mold 134 and regulates the
excess of the glass material swelling outward from the
molding surface of the upper mold 134. When at least
one of the upper and lower molds 134 and 135 is moved
vertically to press-mold the thermally softened glass
material with the molding surfaces, an excess of the
glass material flows into a space formed by the upper
and lower ends of the lower and upper periphery regu-
lating members 137 and 136, respectively. The distance
between the upper and lower ends of the space where
the excess of the glass material flows into changes ver-
tically in accordance with the deformation amount of the
glass material deformed by the two molding surfaces.

[0042] More specifically, in this embodiment, the dis-
tance between the upper and lower ends changes so
that, when the thermally softened glass is pressed, a
vertical distance of the space where the excess of the
glass material flows into is set relatively large to corre-
spond to a portion having a large deformation amount of
the glass material, and is set relatively small to corre-
spond to a portion having a small deformation amount
of the glass material.
[0043] Fig. 19 shows a mold of which the distance
between the upper and lower periphery regulating
members 136 and 137 is set such that the thickness of
the excess as the swell-out portion of the glass material
according to the present invention changes. Fig. 21
shows the shape of an excess 138 at the edge of the
optical element as the molded product molded with this
mold. In Fig. 17, reference numeral 132 denotes an
upper mold fixing plate; and 133, a lower mold fixing
plate.
[0044] The molding procedure according to this
embodiment will be described in detail with reference to
Figs. 22 to 29.
[0045] As shown in Fig. 22, a glass material 139 is
loaded in the mold, and is heated to a required temper-
ature and softened. As shown in Fig. 23, the upper mold
134 is moved downward to sandwich the glass material
139 together with the lower mold 135 (portions 142 of
the glass material 139 are in contact with the upper and
lower molds 134 and 135). Successively, the upper
mold 134 is moved downward to apply a press pressure
to the glass material 139 (see Fig. 24). In this case, on
sections 140 and 141, as shown in Figs. 26 and 27, the
corners of the portions of the mold (portions on the sec-
tion 140) subjected to press deformation are already
filled with the glass material, and the excessive glass
material begins to swell out horizontally from portions of
the upper and lower periphery regulating members 136

and 137 exceeding regulating surfaces 144. Since the
distance between the regulating surfaces 144 on the
section 140 is large, the swell-out amount in the hori-
zontal direction is small for the progress of pressing.

[0046] When press molding further progresses and
the upper and lower molds 134 and 135 press the glass
material 139 to a predetermined thickness (see Fig. 25;
portions 143 in Fig. 23 are also in contact with the molds
134 and 135 to receive the press pressure). In this case,
the sections 140 and 141 are as shown in Figs. 28 and
29, and the glass material swells out in accordance with
the press deformation amount. Where the press defor-
mation amount is large, the glass material swells out
early, and where the press deformation amount is small,
swelling out of the glass material is late. The swell-out
speed in the horizontal direction is low in the former por-
tions and high in the latter portions. Also, the distance
between the periphery regulating members 136 and
137 (the thickness of the swell-out portion) corresponds
to the press deformation amount. Therefore, the swell-
out amounts in the horizontal direction along the edges
of the molding surfaces become finally uniform at the
respective portions. At this time point, the corners of the
molds are almost completely filled the glass material at
any portion at the edges of the molding surfaces (e.g.,
portions on the sections 140 and 141).
[0047] The amount of excessive glass material to fill
the gap depends on the volume and shape of the glass
material and may be determined by adjusting the height
of the glass material. An effect can be obtained even by
roughly changing the thickness of the excess alone
along the edges of the molding surfaces, as in this
embodiment.
[0048] In this manner, when the mold according to this
embodiment is used, the molded optical element has a
good glass-filled degree at any portion in its corners,
and good optical elements free from cracking or cutout
can be continuously molded. If the mold has a compli-
cated shape and accordingly has a portion which can-
not be easily filled with the glass material, the distance
corresponding to the excessive swell-out portion may
be narrowed regardless of the deformation amount of
the glass, so that glass can fill even the complicated
portions.
[0049] Assume that a mold in which the gap corre-
sponding to the excessive glass material is constant, as
in the conventional mold, is used. During transition from
the state shown in Fig. 24 to the state shown in Fig. 25,
the glass material must swell out into a gap having a
constant distance both at the portion 140 having a large
press deformation amount (push-in amount) of the
glass material and the portion 141 having a small defor-
mation amount. The internal pressure becomes accord-
ingly larger in the portion 140 than in the portion 141,
and stress increases at the corners of the mold to likely
form a crack or cutout.
[0050] In this embodiment, it can be estimated consid-
erably easily as to how to deform the glass material so
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it comes into contact with the molding surfaces of the
molds. When the glass material is to be press-molded
by using a mold having somewhat more complicated
shape, it is difficult to predict the deformation amount
and direction of the glass material since the factors of
both the shape of the glass material and the shape of
the mold are associated with them in a complicated
manner.

[0051] Therefore, assume that a mold is formed to
have a shape with which the vertical thickness of the
excessive portion is constant, as in the conventional
mold, and press molding is performed once with this
mold. The obtained molded product is observed to
check which portions of the mold are completely filled to
its corners. On the basis of this data, the shape of the
mold corresponding to the excess in the direction of
thickness is gradually changed. Namely, the distance
between the ends of the periphery regulating members
is set large or small, so the thickness of the excess
(swell-out portion) becomes large at a portion close to
where the glass material completely fills even the cor-
ners of the mold, and small so the thickness of the
excess (swell-out portion) becomes small at a portion
close to where the glass material does not fill a portion
necessary for the optical functional surface of the
molded product, thereby obtaining an optical glass ele-
ment having a uniform glass filling degree.

(Third Embodiment)

[0052] The third embodiment of the present invention
will be described in detail with reference to Figs. 30 to
35.
[0053] Fig. 30 is a schematic diagram showing a
reflecting optical system according to the third embodi-
ment. A light beam incident on an optical element
through R1 is reflected within the optical element at R2
to R6, and emerges from R7. This optical element is
constituted by spherical surfaces R1 and R7 and free
curved surfaces R2 to R6. A mold for glass molding
according to this embodiment has an arrangement as
shown in Fig. 33. Figs. 34 and 32 are perspective views
respectively showing a mold according to the present
invention and an optical element (glass lens) as a prod-
uct molded with this mold.
[0054] This molding apparatus has a lower mold 208,
a lower periphery regulating member 214, an upper
mold 209, and an upper periphery regulating member
215. The lower mold 208 has one molding surface on its
upper surface. The lower periphery regulating member
214 fits on the outer surface of the lower mold 208 and
regulates an excess of a glass material swelling out-
ward from the molding surface of the lower mold 208.
The upper mold 209 has the other molding surface on
its lower surface. The upper periphery regulating mem-
ber 215 fits on the outer surface of the upper mold 209
and regulates the excess of the glass material swelling
outward from the molding surface of the upper mold

209. When at least one of the upper and lower molds
209 and 208 is moved vertically to press-mold the ther-
mally softened glass material with the molding surfaces,
an excess 210 of the glass material flows into a space
formed by upper and lower ends 211 and 212 of the
lower and upper periphery regulating members 214 and
215, respectively. The positions of the upper and lower
ends 211 and 212 of the space where the excess of the
glass material flows into change vertically in accord-
ance with the shapes of the end portions of the two
molding surfaces (see Fig. 34).

[0055] Referring to Figs. 33 and 34, reference numer-
als 208a, 208b, 208c, and 208d denote the mold mem-
bers of the lower mold 208 that partially constitute the
respective discontinuous flat portions of the molding
surface as they are divided into four portions; and 209a,
209b, and 209c, the mold members of the upper mold
209 that partially constitute the respective discontinu-
ous flat portions of the molding surface as they are
divided into three portions. The upper periphery regulat-
ing member 215 regulates the edge of the upper mold-
ing surface (this serves as the frame mounting
reference surface of a molded optical element to be
described later). The lower periphery regulating mem-
ber 214 regulates the edge of the lower molding sur-
face.
[0056] The upper and lower periphery regulating
members 215 and 214 are slidably arranged on the
inner wall of a cylindrical mold 213.
[0057] How to mold a glass lens as a reflecting optical
element by using the mold for glass molding having the
above arrangement will be described.
[0058] A glass material (gob) is placed between the
upper and lower molds 209 and 208. The entire mold is
heated to indirectly soften, by heating, the glass mate-
rial to a required temperature. When the glass material
is softened at a predetermined temperature, the lower
mold 208 and lower periphery regulating member 214
are fixed. The upper mold 209 and upper periphery reg-
ulating member 215 are integrally moved downward to
press the glass material to a height corresponding to a
predetermined thickness of the optical element to be
molded, thereby performing press molding.
[0059] A space for receiving the swell-out portion 210
of the glass material is present between the lower end
212 of the upper periphery regulating member 215 and
the upper end 211 of the lower periphery regulating
member 214. Excessive glass flows into this space to
form a molded product having a constant thickness
without being affected by variations in volume of the
glass gob.
[0060] In this embodiment, the shape of the gap into
which the glass material swells out is designed and
machined in the following manner. Namely, as shown in
Fig. 32, the gap must be as far as possible from both a
portion where the peripheral portions of the mold mem-
bers 209a, 209b, 209c, and 209d of the upper mold 209
come into contact with the upper periphery regulating
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member 215, i.e., a portion corresponding to one optical
functional surface 204 of the optical element, and a por-
tion where the peripheral portions of the mold members
208a, 208b, 208c, and 208d of the lower mold 208 come
into contact with the lower periphery regulating member
214, i.e., a portion corresponding to the other optical
functional surface 205 of the optical element. Also, the
gap must be constituted by continuation of arcs and
straight lines that continuously change in the vertical
direction (see Fig. 35).

[0061] The entire mold is cooled down. When the
mold reaches a predetermined temperature, it is
opened, and the molded optical element (glass lens) is
extracted. In the product molded with this mold, as
shown in Fig. 32, its swell-out portion 207 is as far as
possible from the upper and lower optical functional sur-
faces at any portion of the edges of the optical func-
tional surfaces of the optical element. Hence, an
adverse influence on the optical functional surfaces,
such as degradation in planar precision at a position
close to the glass swell-out portion of the optical ele-
ment, can be minimized.
[0062] As described above, according to this embodi-
ment, an optical element such as a glass-molded lens,
which has positioning reference surfaces, a high lens
thickness precision, and a high planar precision can be
obtained easily with a simple mold arrangement.
[0063] An optical element molded according to this
embodiment will be described in detail with reference to
Fig. 35.
[0064] In this embodiment, the upper surface of the
swell-out portion of the optical element forms a curved
shape 219 transferred from the shape of the lower end
face of the upper periphery regulating member of the
mold, and the lower surface thereof forms a curved
shape 220 transferred from the shape of the upper end
face of the lower periphery regulating member of the
mold. Each of the curved shapes 219 and 220 is consti-
tuted by a combination of arcs and straight lines and
changes in the vertical direction (in Fig. 35, continuation
of regions 216a to 216e, and 218a to 218e; i.e., refer-
ence numerals 216a, 216e, 218a, and 218e denote
straight portions, and 216b, 216c, 216d, 218b, 218c,
and 218d, arcuate portions). The curved shapes 219
and 220 are formed to be as far as possible from the
corresponding optical functional surfaces.
[0065] Although these shapes may be formed by
designing the lower end face of the upper periphery reg-
ulating member 215 and the upper end face of the lower
periphery regulating member 214 by employing spline
curves and free curves, it makes design and machining
cumbersome, and takes time, leading to an increase in
cost. If, however, the combination of arcs and straight
lines is employed, designing of the lower end face of the
upper periphery regulating member 215 and the upper
end face of the lower periphery regulating member 214
can be simplified, and the mold machining apparatus
can be controlled easily. The completed figure forms a

continuously, smoothly changing curve having no verti-
cally discontinuous portion. Hence, a crack or cutout is
not formed easily in this curved portion of the optical
element.

[0066] The excessive glass swell-out portion may be
set at the same position as the molding surface, as
shown in Fig. 36. However, this adversely affects the
precision of the molding surface. If the molding surface
has a complicated shape, machining of the lower
periphery regulating member becomes complicated to
increase the cost.

(Fourth Embodiment)

[0067] In molding an f-θ lens shown in Fig. 37 used in
a laser beam printer and the like, when the excessive
glass swell-out portion is vertically curved in the same
manner as in the first and third embodiments, a good
molding result can be obtained.
[0068] In molding a lens shown in Fig. 38 having a dif-
fraction grating on its lens surface, a good result can be
similarly obtained.
[0069] As has been described above, according to the
present invention, the periphery regulating members
are arranged around the upper and lower molds to form
positional references necessary for incorporating the
optical element. Since a laterally swell-out portion is
formed on the optical element, an error in thickness of
the molded product caused by variations in volume of
the glass material can be decreased. The vertical posi-
tion of the swell-out portion is changed in accordance
with the shapes of the molding surfaces of the upper
and lower molds so it is as far as possible from the opti-
cal functional surfaces of the molded product. By these
means, an influence of the swell-out portion on the opti-
cal functional surfaces of the molded product can be
minimized, so that a good optical element such as a
lens can be obtained.
[0070] According to the present invention, in the mold
for press-molding a thermally softened glass material,
the thicknesses in the vertical (pressing) direction are
intentionally made nonuniform, at portions where the
excessive glass material swells out, to adjust the pres-
sure acting on the glass during pressing. Hence, the
glass material deforms upon pressing to equally fill any
portion of the corners of the mold. In fine, it is also pos-
sible not to allow glass to completely fill even the cor-
ners of the mold so the glass is molded with a few non-
contact portions left. Then, cracking and cutout at the
corners of the molded product can be prevented, and
glass fragments are eliminated, thereby decreasing the
number of times of cleaning the mold.
[0071] The present invention is not limited to the
above embodiments and various changes and modifica-
tions can be made within the spirit and scope of the
present invention. Therefore, to apprise the public of the
scope of the present invention the following claims are
made.
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[0072] It is an object of this invention to provide a
molding apparatus capable of obtaining an optical ele-
ment of which both an optical functional surface and a
lens mounting reference can be molded simultaneously
and which has an appropriate lens thickness. In order to
achieve this object, the apparatus includes a lower mold
having one molding surface on its upper surface, a
lower periphery regulating member for fitting on an
outer surface of the lower mold to regulate an excess of
a glass material swelling outward from the molding sur-
face of the lower mold, an upper mold having the other
molding surface on its lower surface, and an upper
periphery regulating member for fitting on an outer sur-
face of the upper mold to regulate the excess of the
glass material swelling outward from the molding sur-
face of the upper mold. When at least one of the upper
and lower molds is moved vertically to press-mold the
thermally softened glass material with the molding sur-
faces, the excess of the glass material flows into a
space formed by upper and lower ends of the lower and
upper periphery regulating members, respectively. Posi-
tions of the upper and lower ends of the space where
the excess of the glass material flows into change verti-
cally along edges of the molding surfaces.

Claims

1. A molding apparatus for thermally softening a glass
material and pressing the glass material with upper
and lower molds, thereby molding the glass mate-
rial, characterized by comprising:

a lower mold having one molding surface on an
upper surface thereof;
a lower periphery regulating member for fitting
on an outer surface of said lower mold to regu-
late an excess of the glass material swelling
outward from said molding surface of said
lower mold;
an upper mold having the other molding sur-
face on a lower surface thereof; and
an upper periphery regulating member for fit-
ting on an outer surface of said upper mold to
regulate the excess of the glass material swell-
ing outward from said molding surface of said
upper mold, wherein
when at least one of said upper and lower
molds is moved vertically to press-mold the
thermally softened glass material with said
molding surfaces, the excess of the glass
material flows into a space formed by upper
and lower ends of said lower and upper periph-
ery regulating members, respectively, and posi-
tions of said upper and lower ends of the space
where the excess of the glass material flows
into change vertically along edges of said
molding surfaces.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, characterized
in that said positions of said upper and lower ends
of the space where the excess of the glass material
flows into are set to be as far as possible from said
molding surfaces of said upper and lower molds.

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, characterized
in that said upper and lower ends of said two
periphery regulating members are formed of combi-
nations of arcs and straight lines that are continu-
ous along said edges of said molding surfaces.

4. An optical element molded with a molding appara-
tus for thermally softening a glass material and
pressing the glass material with upper and lower
molds and having a space, where an excess of the
glass material flows into, around molding surfaces
of said upper and lower molds, characterized in that

a portion formed by the space where the
excess of the glass flows into is located at posi-
tions that vertically change along edges of
transfer surfaces.

5. The element according to claim 4, characterized in
that positions of upper and lower ends formed by
the excess of the glass material that swells out are
as far as possible from said transfer surfaces trans-
ferred from said molding surfaces of said upper and
lower molds.

6. The element according to claim 4, characterized in
that a portion formed by the excess of the glass is
formed of a combination of arcs and straight lines
that are continuous along said edges of said trans-
fer surfaces.

7. A molding apparatus for thermally softening a glass
material and pressing the glass material with upper
and lower molds, thereby molding the glass mate-
rial, characterized by comprising:

a lower mold having one molding surface on an
upper surface thereof;
a lower periphery regulating member for fitting
on an outer surface of said lower mold to regu-
late an excess of the glass material swelling
outward from said molding surface of said
lower mold;
an upper mold having the other molding sur-
face on a lower surface thereof; and
an upper periphery regulating member for fit-
ting on an outer surface of said upper mold to
regulate the excess of the glass material swell-
ing outward from said molding surface of said
upper mold, wherein
when at least one of said upper and lower
molds is moved vertically to press-mold the
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thermally softened glass material with said
molding surfaces, the excess of the glass
material flows into a space formed by upper
and lower ends of said lower and upper periph-
ery regulating members, respectively, and a
distance between said upper and lower ends of
the space where the excess of the glass mate-
rial flows into changes in accordance with a
deformation amount of the glass material
molded by said two molding surfaces.

8. The apparatus according to claim 7, characterized
in that the distance between said upper and lower
ends changes so that, when the thermally softened
glass material is pressed, a vertical distance of the
space where the excess of the glass material flows
into is relatively large to correspond to a portion
having a large deformation amount of the glass
material, at edges of said mold surfaces close to
said portion having a large deformation amount,
and is relatively small to correspond to a portion
having a small deformation amount of the glass
material, at edges of said molding surfaces close to
said portion having a small deformation amount.

9. An optical element molded with a molding appara-
tus for thermally softening a glass material and
pressing the glass material with upper and lower
molds and having a space, where an excess of the
glass material flows into, around molding surfaces
of said upper and lower molds, characterized in that

a portion formed by the space where the
excess of the glass flows into is formed with a
thickness that changes vertically along edges
of transfer surfaces transferred from said mold-
ing surfaces in accordance with a distance
between said transfer surfaces.

10. The element according to claim 9, characterized by
having a thickness that changes vertically along
said edges of said transfer surfaces, so as to be
large at a portion formed of the space where the
excess of the glass material flows into to corre-
spond to a portion having a large deformation
amount of the glass material during press molding,
and to be small at a portion formed of the space
where the excess of the glass material flows into to
correspond to a portion having a small deformation
amount of the glass material.

11. An optical element having an incident surface, a
plurality of reflecting surfaces for internally reflect-
ing a light beam incident on said incident surface,
and an exit surface for outputting the light beam
reflected by said reflecting surfaces, characterized
by having

a swell-out portion formed on a side surface in
an axial direction of said optical element during
molding of a glass material that molds said
optical element, said swell-out portion being
continuously formed on a line continuous from
said plurality of reflected surfaces.

12. A prism having an incident surface, a plurality of
free curved surfaces for internally reflecting a light
beam incident on said incident surface, and an exit
surface for outputting the light beam reflected by
said free curved surfaces, characterized by having

a swell-out portion formed on a side surface of
said prism to almost match shapes of said free
curved surfaces.

13. An optical element molding method of molding an
optical element having an incident surface, a plural-
ity of reflecting surfaces for reflecting a light beam
incident on said incident surface, and an exit sur-
face for outputting the light beam reflected by said
reflecting surfaces, characterized by comprising

a mold member for heating and pressing a
glass material as a molding material for said
optical element to mold said incident surface,
said reflecting surfaces, and said exit surface,
and a swell-out portion forming member which
fits on said mold member to mold a swell-out
portion, said swell-out portion forming a receiv-
ing portion that receives a swell-out amount of
the glass material from said mold member, said
receiving portion being continuously formed on
a line continuous from said plurality of reflect-
ing surfaces.

14. An optical element molded by heating and pressing
a glass material with a mold and having two sur-
faces each formed with an optical functional surface
composed of a combination of continuous concave
and convex surfaces, characterized in that

said optical element has a side surface formed
with a swell-out portion, formed by swelling out
the glass material during pressing, to substan-
tially correspond to a change in said concave
and convex surfaces.

15. The element according to claim 14, characterized in
that said optical element is a Fresnel lens.

16. The element according to claim 14, characterized in
that said optical element is a diffraction grating.

17. An optical element molded by heating and pressing
a glass material with a mold member, and formed
with optical surfaces each composed of a generator
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curved surface and an element-line curved surface
that have different radii of curvature, characterized
in that

said optical element is formed, on a side sur-
face thereof, with an excess of said glass mate-
rial placed in said metal mold, said excess
being formed along said generator curved sur-
face of said optical element.
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