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ABSTRACT

A component system comprising a component and a first
binding system coupled to the component and configured to
be coupled to a first type of a binding mechanism. The
system further includes a second binding system movably
coupled to the component and configured to be coupled to a
second type of binding mechanism that is different from the
first type of binding mechanism.
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DUAL BINDING SYSTEM

[0001] This application is directed to a binding system,
and more particularly, to a binding system that enables
components to be attached or bound to differing types of
binding mechanisms.

[0002] This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. No. 62/374,291 filed on Aug. 12,
2016 and entitled Dual Binding System; and U.S. Provi-
sional Patent Application Ser. No. 62/374,288 filed on Aug.
12, 2016 and entitled Folder with Movable Divider; and U.S.
Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 62/414,513 filed on
Oct. 28, 2016 and entitled Dual Binding System. The entire
contents of all three U.S. provisional applications are hereby
incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND

[0003] Components such as dividers, pockets, pouches,
portfolios, binders, files, notebooks, notepads, folders,
sleeves, covers or the like may be desired to be coupled to
a binding mechanism. It may also be desired to couple such
components to more than one type of binding mechanism.
However, many existing components are configured to be
coupled to only a single type of binding mechanism.

SUMMARY

[0004] In one embodiment, the present invention is a
binding system that enables components to be attached or
bound to differing types of binding mechanisms. More
particularly, in one embodiment the invention is a compo-
nent system comprising a component and a first binding
system coupled to the component and configured to be
coupled to a first type of a binding mechanism. The system
further includes a second binding system movably coupled
to the component and configured to be coupled to a second
type of binding mechanism that is different from the first
type of binding mechanism.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0005] FIG.1 is a front view of a folder with one embodi-
ment of a dual binding system in a retracted position;
[0006] FIG. 2 is a back view of the folder of FIG. 1;
[0007] FIG. 3 illustrates the folder of FIG. 2 with the
binding system in an extended position and bound to a three
ring binder;

[0008] FIG. 4 shows the folder of FIG. 2 bound to a spiral
bound notebook;

[0009] FIG. 5 is a perspective exploded view of the
binding system of FIG. 2;

[0010] FIG. 6 illustrates an alternate embodiment of the
folder of FIG. 1 in an open position;

[0011] FIG. 7 illustrates an alternate embodiment of the
folder of FIG. 5;

[0012] FIG. 8 is a back view of a folder with another
embodiment of the dual binding system;

[0013] FIG.9 is a detail view of the area indicated in FIG.
8;
[0014] FIG. 10 is an exploded view of the folder of FIG.
8;
[0015] FIG. 11 illustrates the folder of FIG. 8 bound to a

spiral bound notebook; and
[0016] FIG. 12 illustrates the folder of FIG. 8 bound to a
three ring binder.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0017] FIG. 1 illustrates a component 10 in the form of a
folder with a dual binding system or device 12. With
reference to FIG. 6, in one embodiment the folder 10 can
include a body 11 having a first or front main panel 14 and
a second or back 16 main panel pivotally coupled along a
pivot/hinge line or area 18. Fach main panel 14, 16 can
include a pocket panel 20 coupled thereto and forming a
pocket 22 therewith, although a pocket panel 20/pocket 22
is shown only on back main panel 16 in FIG. 6. The folder
10 is pivotable about the hinge line 18 and positionable in a
closed position, as shown in FIG. 1, wherein the main panels
14, 16 are aligned/overlapping with the pocket(s) 22 posi-
tioned therebetween. The folder 10 is also positionable in an
open position, as shown in FIG. 6, wherein the main panels
14, 16 are not aligned/overlapping and instead are posi-
tioned adjacent each other in a parallel side-by-side con-
figuration, providing access to the pocket(s) 22.

[0018] The folder 10 can be generally rectangular in
front/top view, and when in the closed position can include
an inner/binding edge 24, which is positioned on an opposite
side of the folder 10 relative the pivot line 18 in the
illustrated embodiment. However, the binding edge 24 can
be positioned along any outer edge of the folder 10, includ-
ing along or adjacent to the pivot line 18 if desired. More-
over, as will be described in greater detail below, the
component 10 can take any of a variety of other forms
besides the folder described and shown herein.

[0019] With reference to FIG. 5, the dual binding system
12 can include a first binding system 26 and a second
binding system 28. The first binding system 26 can include
a generally rectangular panel 30 which is attached to the
folder 10 (attached to a back surface of the back main panel
16 in the illustrated embodiment). In one embodiment the
panel 30 of the first binding system 26 is coupled to the
folder 10/second main panel 16 along three sides of the
panel 30, along weld lines or lines of attachment 31 as
shown in FIGS. 2-4 for example. In this case, the panel 30
of the first binding system 26 is permanently, fixedly and/or
non-removably coupled to the folder 10/second main panel
16 (e.g. cannot be removed without causing damage to the
panel 30 and/or folder 10).

[0020] The panel 30 of the first binding system 26 can
include a plurality of protrusions 32 (six protrusions 32 in
the illustrated embodiment), where each protrusion 32 has a
hole or opening 34 positioned therein and extending through
the protrusion 32/panel 30. In the illustrated embodiment
each protrusion 32 includes a slit 36 extending from an outer
edge of the protrusion 32 to the opening 34, for purposes
which will be described in greater detail below. With refer-
ence to FIG. 5, the panel 30 of the first binding system 26
can also include a recessed area 38 and a generally arcuate
cut-out 40 positioned in the recessed area 38.

[0021] Again with reference to FIG. 5, the second binding
system 28 can include a panel 42 that is positioned between
the panel 30 of the first binding system 26 and the folder 10
in a thickness direction of the folder 10. The panel 42 of the
second binding system 28 can be generally rectangular and
include three holes or openings 44 spaced along a length
thereof. The panel 42 of the second binding system 28 can
also include a recessed area 46 that is generally aligned with
the recessed area 38 of the panel 30 when the panel 42 is
positioned as shown in FIG. 2. The panel 42 can include a
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protrusion 48 positioned in/protruding into the recessed area
46, where the protrusion 48 includes one of the openings 44
therein.

[0022] The panel 42 of the second binding system 28 can
also include a plurality (at least two in one case) of spaced
slots 50 that extend perpendicular to a length of the panel 42.
Each slot 50 can have an inner edge 51 and an outer edge 53.
The dual binding system 12 (i.e. including the panels 30, 42)
can be made of any of a wide variety of materials, including
but not limited to plastic (such as polypropylene or vinyl),
cardboard, cellulose-based materials, paperboard, plastic
encased cardboard, etc.

[0023] In order to assemble the dual binding system 12,
the panel 42 of the second binding system 28 is positioned
between the folder 10 and the panel 30 of the first binding
system 26, as shown in FIG. 5. The panel 30 of the first
binding system 26 is then secured to the folder 10, such as
about the weld lines 31 as shown in FIGS. 2-4, thereby
trapping the panel 42 of the second binding system 28 in
place, but the weld lines 31 can be spaced away from the
panel 42 such that the panel 42 remains movable relative to
the folder 10 and panel 30. The panel 30 of the first binding
system 26 can also be secured to the folder 10 at two spaced
apart coupling locations 52 (FIGS. 2 and 3), which are also
weld areas in the illustrated embodiment. Each coupling
location 52 is positioned in one of the slots 50 of the panel
42 of the second binding system 28.

[0024] By securing the dual binding system 12 to the
folder 10 in this manner, the panel 30 of the first binding
system 26 is fixedly, permanently and/or non-movably
coupled to the folder 10, while the panel 42 of the second
binding system 28 is movably (and more particularly slid-
ably) but non-removably coupled to the folder 10. In par-
ticular, the second binding system 28/panel 42 is slidable/
movable to a retracted position, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 4,
where the panel 42 (or at least the openings 44 of the panel
42) is generally covered by or recessed within by the panel
30, behind the inner/binding edge 24. The second binding
system 28/panel 42 is also movable to an extended position,
as shown in FIG. 3, where at least portions of the panel 42
(or at least the openings 44) extend beyond or are positioned
beyond the panel 30 or inner/binding edge 24, and are
exposed/uncovered and available for use. When the second
binding system 28 is in its extended position, the holes 44
can be positioned outwardly beyond the holes 34 and/or
associated protrusions 32 of the first binding system 26 so
that the first binding system 26 and/or its protrusions 32 do
not interfere with access to or use of the holes 44 of the
second binding system 28.

[0025] When the panel 42 is in its retracted position each
coupling location 52 is positioned adjacent to an outer edge
53 of an associated slot 50 (FIGS. 2 and 4), and when the
panel 42 is in its extended position each coupling location 52
is positioned adjacent to an inner edge 51 of an associated
slot 50 (FIG. 3). The edges 51, 53 of the slot 50 may engage
the coupling locations 52 when the panel 42 is in its retracted
or extended positions. In this manner the slots 50/coupling
locations 52 cooperate to guide and limit the sliding move-
ment of the panel 42 between the retracted and extended
positions. The slots 50 extend in a direction parallel to the
direction of movement of the panel 42 to define the range of
movement thereof. However it should be understood that the
second binding system 28/panel 42 can be slidably or
movably coupled to the folder 10 and/or first binding system
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26/panel 30 by any of a wide variety of systems and
methods. For example, in one case the second binding
system 28/panel 42 can be hingedly or pivotally coupled to
the folder 10 and/or first binding system 26/panel 30.
[0026] With reference to FIG. 2, when the second binding
system 28/panel 42 is in its retracted position, the holes 44
can be retracted within and/or covered by the first binding
system 26/panel 30 and/or the holes 44 are retracted behind
the binding edge 24 of the folder 10 and/or positioned within
the footprint of the folder 10 in front or top view. In this case
the panel 42 and/or holes 44 are generally protected from
damage and not available for use with a binding mechanism.
[0027] When the second binding system 28/panel 42 is in
its retracted position, the protrusion 48 of the panel 42 is
positioned within, and protrudes at least partially into, the
recessed area 38 of the panel 30. In this manner at least part
of the protrusion 48/panel 42 is exposed and manually
accessible so that a user can grasp the protrusion 48 to move
the second binding system 28/panel 42 from its retracted
positioned to its extended position. While the center protru-
sion 48 allows the panel 42 to be pulled from its retracted to
its extended position, it should be understood that the panel
42 can be moved from its retracted to its extended position
by various other structure or methods, such as providing a
surface or tab that can be pushed to extend the panel 42.
[0028] With reference to FIG. 3, when the second binding
system 28/panel 42 is in its extended position, in one case
the holes 44 are positioned outwardly/beyond and/or are not
covered by the first binding system 26/panel 30 and/or the
holes 44 are positioned outwardly/beyond binding edge 24
of'the folder 10 and/or are not positioned within the footprint
or outer perimeter of the folder 10 in top view. In this
position the panel 42 and/or holes 44 are exposed and
available for use with a binding mechanism. Thus when the
second binding system 28 is in its extended position the
holes 44 of the panel 42 of the second binding system 28 can
be used to bind the folder 10 to a ring binding mechanism/
binder, such as a three ring binding mechanism/binder 60.
The rings 62 of the ring binding mechanism 60 may be
separable/openable so that each ring 62 can be passed
through the associated opening 44, and the ring binding
mechanism 60 can then be closed. In this case the second
binding system 28/holes 44 may not need any slits. How-
ever, if desired the second binding system 28/holes 44 can
utilize slits in conjunction with the holes 44 in the same or
a similar manner as the slits 36 described above in conjunc-
tion with the holes 34 of the first binding system 26.
[0029] In one case the panel 42 of the second binding
system 28 can have three holes 44, where each hole 44 is
spaced apart from any adjacent hole 44 by about 4.25 inches
to correspond to a traditional three ring binding mechanism
60. However, the panel 42 can have any of a variety of
number of holes 44 and relative spacing to account for use
with differing binding mechanism, such as providing two
holes 44 spaced apart by about 70 mm, or about 80 mm, or
other dimensions for use with two hole binding mechanisms,
or can include four or more holes 44.

[0030] When the second binding system 28 is in its
retracted position, as shown in FIG. 4, the holes 34 of the
panel 30 of the first binding system 26 can be used to bind
the folder 10 to a wire binding mechanism/notebook 64,
such as a spiral or helical binding mechanism 66, or a twin
wire binding mechanism. Thus when the second binding
system 28 is in its retracted position, the panel 42 of the
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second binding system 28 can be retracted behind the holes
34 so that second binding system 28 does not interfere with
access to or use of the holes 34. The holes 34 of the first
binding system 26 can be smaller than the holes 44 of the
second binding system 28 since the wire of the spiral binding
mechanism 66 is typically of a smaller size/diameter than a
size/diameter of the rings 62 of the ring binding mechanism
60. In addition, since most wire binding mechanisms are
permanent binding mechanisms and are not openable/close-
able, the slits 36 enable a turn or coil of the wire binding
mechanism 66 to pass therethrough and enter an associated
opening 34 to thereby bind/couple the first binding system
26 to the wire binding mechanism 66. The second binding
system 28 can also be used to bind the folder 10 to other
bound devices, such as relatively small diameter openable
binding mechanisms.

[0031] In this manner the dual binding system 12 enables
the folder 10 to be easily coupled to a first type of binding
mechanism when the second binding system 28 is in its
retracted position, and enables the folder 10 to be easily
coupled to a second type of binding mechanism when the
second binding system 28 is in its extended position. In
addition the dual binding system 12 is movable between the
two configurations in an easy and intuitive manner, is
relatively easy to manufacture and assemble, and is rela-
tively durable.

[0032] While the dual binding system 12 is disclosed as
being used in conjunction with a component in the form of
a folder 10, it should be understood that the dual binding
system 12 can be coupled to and/or used in conjunction with,
any of a wide variety of components, such as dividers,
pockets, pouches, portfolios, planners, date books, binders,
files, notebooks, notepads, folders, sleeves or covers, or
other school, office or organization products or devices.
Thus in some cases the component need not be two-ply
(such as the disclosed folder 10) and/or need not have
movable covers or the like, and can simply take the form of
a single-ply sheet such as a divider. Furthermore, if desired
the dual binding system 12 can be manufactured and sold by
itself as a stand-along component that is attachable to a
component 10, for example by an adhesive or the like. In this
case the panel 30 of the first binding system 26 may take the
form of a sleeve or the like which slidably receives the panel
42 of the second binding system 28 therein.

[0033] As shown in FIG. 7, rather than positioning the
protrusions 32/openings 34 on the panel 30, the protrusions
32/openings 34 can be coupled to and/or integrally formed
as part of the folder 10 or other component, such as the back
main panel 16 (e.g. the protrusions 32 can be formed
seamlessly as a one-piece piece of material with said folder
10 or back panel 16). In this case, the panel 30 may lack the
protrusions 32/openings 34 and may instead be utilized
primarily to capture/couple the panel 42 of the second
binding system 28 to the folder 10. In a further alternate
embodiment shown in FIG. 6, the protrusions 32 of the first
binding system 26 are positioned on the first main panel 14
while the panel 42 of the second binding system 28 is
positioned on the second main panel 16. In a yet further
alternative embodiment, some of the protrusions 32 can be
positioned on the first main panel 14, and others of the
protrusions 32 of the first binding system 26 can be posi-
tioned on the second main panel 16. In this case the folder
10 can be generally retained in the closed positioned when
the folder 10 is bound by the first binding system 26. In
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addition, it should be understood that the hole position/
protrusions 32/48 can be reversed from that shown herein. In
particular, the protrusions 32/holes 34 for use with a wire
binding mechanism could be located on the second (mov-
able) binding system 28, and the protrusion 48/holes 44 for
use with a three ring binder could be located on the first
(fixed) binding system 26.

[0034] FIGS. 8-12 illustrate an alternate embodiment of
the dual binding system 12'. In this case the dual binding
system 12' can include the first 26 and second 28 binding
systems, each of which are fixedly (and not movably, or
more particularly, not movable in translation) coupled to the
component 10' (shown in this case as a divider) along the
inner/binding edge 24. As shown in FIG. 10, in one embodi-
ment the first 26 and second 28 binding systems are coupled
to or part of a strip or panel 70, which is in turn coupled to
the body 11 of the component 10' by welding lines 31,
adhesives, or other joining systems or methods. However,
the dual binding system 12' can instead be integrally formed
with the component 10' or attached by various other meth-
ods.

[0035] In the illustrated embodiment the first binding
system 26 of FIGS. 8-12 can include a plurality of protru-
sions 32/openings 34/slits 36 in the same manner or similar
as those of the first binding system 26 described above and
shown in FIGS. 1-7. The protrusions 32/openings 34 can
however have a different spacing from that shown in FIGS.
1-6 to avoid interference with the components of the second
binding system 28. In addition the embodiment of FIGS.
8-12 includes a pair of center protrusions 32/openings 34
positioned on either side of a central protrusion 48/hole 44
of the second binding system 28.

[0036] The second binding system 28 can include a set of
three protrusions 48/openings 44 with a spacing correspond-
ing to the desired binding mechanism, such as a three ring
binding mechanism 60 as outlined above. Since the second
binding system 28 can be configured to be used with a three
ring binding mechanism or the like, the holes 44/protrusions
48 may be larger and/or spaced further away from the
inner/binding edge 24 of the component 10' than the pro-
trusions 32/openings 34.

[0037] In particular, in one case and with reference to
FIGS. 8 and 9, the first binding system 26 includes a
plurality of openings 34 having centers aligned along a
center line A, where the center line A is oriented parallel or
generally parallel to the inner/binding edge 24 and spaced
apart a first distance C thereof. The openings 44 of the
second binding system 28 can have centers aligned along a
center line B thereof, where the center line B is oriented
parallel or generally parallel to the inner/binding edge 24
and spaced apart a distance D thereof. In the illustrated
embodiment, the distance D is greater than distance C, and
is greater by at least about 25% but less than about 150% in
one case, to provide positioning sufficient to accommodate
and be secure to differing binding mechanisms. Since the
openings 34, 44 (in particular the openings 44 of the second
binding system 28) can be irregular or asymmetrical, in this
case the “center” of an opening 34, 44 can be an effective or
geometric center and/or considered to be the center of
“mass” in top view or a centroid of the hole 34, 44.
[0038] In one case the distance C is between about 0.02
inches and about 0.20 inches, and about 0.07 inches in an
exemplary embodiment. In one case the distance D is
between about 0.08 inches and about 0.40 inches, and about
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0.15 inches in an exemplary embodiment. In one case the
distance D is greater than the distance C, although this need
not necessarily be the case, and indeed in one case the
distance D is the same as distance C. These spacings can
provide positioning of the holes sufficient to accommodate
and enable the binding systems 26, 28 to be secured to
differing binding mechanisms. The openings 34, 44 of the
first binding system 26 and the second binding system 28
can both be positioned outside of the body 11 (e.g. an outer
perimeter of the body 11) or outside the inner edge 24 of the
component 10' to provide access to the holes 34, 44 for
binding purposes.

[0039] As shown in FIG. 11, the dual binding system 12'
can be used to couple the component 10" to a helical, spiral,
wire, or twin-wire binding mechanism 66. In this case a
single turn or coil of the binding mechanism 66 can be
received through one or more of each opening 34 of the first
binding system 26 to bind the component 10' to the binding
mechanism 66. In addition, in this case one or more turns or
coils of the binding mechanism 66 can be passed through
each opening 44/protrusion 48 of the second binding system
28 to further secure the component 10' to the binding
mechanism 66 and/or to avoid the second binding system 28
from interfering with use/binding of the component 10'. In
this case, then, each opening 44/protrusion 48 of the second
binding system can include a slit 36 to enable such use.

[0040] As shown in FIG. 12, the dual binding system 12'
can also be used to couple the component 10 to an alternate
binding mechanism, such as a three ring binding mechanism
60. Each ring 62 can be received through each opening 44
of the second binding system 28 to bind the component 10'
to the binding mechanism 60. In this case the first binding
system 26 may not be utilized (e.g. no part of the binding
mechanism 60 is received through the first binding system
26/openings 34) but the first binding system 26 does not
interfere with use of or access to the second binding system
28.

[0041] In one case each opening 44 of the second binding
system 28 has an outer portion that is configured to receive
a ring 62 therethrough, as shown in FIG. 12. However, the
end or outer-most openings 44 may also each have an inner
portion that is sized to receive two adjacent turns or coils of
a wire binding mechanism 66 therethrough, as shown in
FIG. 11, to ensure compatibility with the wire binding
mechanism 66. This can lead in one case to openings 44 that
are asymmetrically-shaped (e.g. in one case asymmetrical
with respect to a line extending parallel to the binding edge
24) such as the top and bottom asymmetric openings 44 in
FIGS. 8-12. In this case, for example, each opening 44, at
portions closer to the binding edge 24, has a greater length/
extent than portions of the opening 44 at a position further
away from the binding edge 24. Alternatively, one or more
of the openings 44, such as the center opening 44, can be
symmetrical and relatively small and sized to receive only a
single turn of a wire binding mechanism 66. In this case as
shown two protrusions 32/openings 34 can be positioned on
either side thereof. The size and spacing of the openings 34,
44 can vary depending upon the shape and configuration of
the associated binding mechanisms. In one case each open-
ing 44 of the second binding system 28 can have a size that
is at least 50% larger in one case, or at least double in size
in another case, of each opening 34 of the first binding
system 26.
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[0042] Thus the system of FIGS. 8-12 enables the system/
component 10' to be bound to at least two different binding
mechanisms, and in this embodiment the system/component
10" is always configured for use with the differing binding
mechanisms, and does not require movement or adjustment
by a user to be adapted for use with differing binding
mechanisms.

[0043] Having described the invention in detail and by
reference to the various embodiments, it should be under-
stood that modifications and variations thereof are possible
without departing from the scope of the claims of the present
application.

What is claimed is:

1. A component system comprising:

a component;

a first binding system coupled to said component and
configured to be coupled to a first type of a binding
mechanism; and

a second binding system movably coupled to said com-
ponent and configured to be coupled to a second type
of binding mechanism that is different from said first
type of binding mechanism.

2. The component system of claim 1 wherein said second

binding system is slidably coupled to said component.

3. The component system of claim 1 wherein said first
binding system is fixedly and non-movably coupled to said
component.

4. The component system of claim 1 wherein said first
binding system includes a plurality of binding holes config-
ured to be coupled to said first type of a binding mechanism
and wherein said second binding system includes a plurality
of binding holes of a different size and spacing than said
holes of said first binding mechanism and configured to be
coupled to said second type of binding mechanism.

5. The component system of claim 4 wherein said com-
ponent has a binding edge, and wherein said second binding
system is movable between an extended position wherein
said plurality of binding holes of said second binding system
protrude outwardly beyond said binding edge, and a
retracted position wherein said plurality of binding holes of
said second binding system do not protrude outwardly
beyond said binding edge.

6. The component system of claim 1 wherein said first
binding system has a plurality of binding holes and wherein
said second binding system has a plurality of binding holes,
and wherein said second binding system is movable between
an extended position wherein said plurality of binding holes
of said second binding system protrude outwardly beyond
said plurality of binding holes of said first binding system,
and a retracted position wherein said plurality of binding
holes of said second binding system do not protrude out-
wardly beyond said plurality of binding holes of said first
binding system.

7. The component system of claim 1 wherein said first
binding system includes a panel coupled to said component,
said panel including a plurality of binding holes extending
therethrough.

8. The component system of claim 7 wherein said second
binding system includes a panel positioned between said
panel of said first binding system and said component, and
wherein said panel of said second binding system includes
a plurality of binding holes extending therethrough.

9. The component system of claim 8 wherein said panel
of said second binding system includes at least one slot and
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wherein said panel of said first binding system is coupled to
said component at a coupling location that is positioned in
said slot to thereby at least one of guide or limit slidable
motion of said panel of said second binding system.

10. The component system of claim 1 wherein said
component includes a divider or a pocket or a pouch or a
portfolio or a planner or a date book or a binder or a file or
a notebook or a notepad or a folder or a sleeve or a cover.

11. The component system of claim 1 wherein said
component has a first main panel pivotally coupled to a
second main panel, and wherein said first and second
binding systems are located on a same one of said first main
panel or said second main panel.

12. The component system of claim 1 wherein said
component has a first main panel pivotally coupled to a
second main panel, and wherein said first and second
binding systems are located on differing ones of said first
main panel and said second main panel.

13. The component system of claim 1 wherein said first
binding system is integrally formed with said component.

14. The component system of claim 1 wherein said first
binding system has a plurality of binding holes and a
plurality of slits, each slit extending from an outer edge of
said first binding system to one of said plurality of binding
holes.

15. The component system of claim 1 wherein said first
binding system is configured to be coupled to a twin wire or
a spiral wire binding mechanism, and wherein said second
binding system is configured to be coupled to a three ring
binding mechanism.

16. A component system comprising:

a component;

a first binding system coupled to said component and

configured to be coupled to a binding mechanism; and

a second binding system coupled to said component and

configured to be coupled to a binding mechanism,
wherein one of said first or second binding systems is
fixedly coupled to said component, and wherein the
other one of said first and second binding systems is
movably coupled to said component.

17. The component of claim 16 wherein said first binding
system has a plurality of binding holes having a size and
spacing configured to be coupled to a first type of a binding
mechanism, and wherein said second binding system has a
plurality of binding holes having a size and a spacing
differing from said binding holes of'said first binding system
and configured to be coupled to a second type of a binding
mechanism, and wherein said second binding system is
slidably coupled to said component.

18. A dual binding system comprising:

a first binding system configured to be coupled to a first

type of a binding mechanism; and

a second binding system directly or indirectly movably

coupled to said first binding system and configured to
be coupled to a second type of binding mechanism that
is different from said first type of binding mechanism.

19. The system of claim 18 wherein said first and second
binding system are integrally coupled together and attach-
able to a component.

20. The system of claim 18 further comprising a compo-
nent, and wherein said first binding system is directly
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coupled to said component and said second binding system
is movably coupled to said component.

21. The system of claim 18 wherein said first binding
system has a plurality of binding holes having a size and
spacing configured to be coupled to a first type of a binding
mechanism, and wherein said second binding system has a
plurality of binding holes having a size and a spacing
differing from said binding holes of said first binding system
and configured to be coupled to a second type of a binding
mechanism, and wherein said second binding system is
slidably coupled to said component.

22. A component system comprising:

a component having a binding edge;

a first binding system extending along said binding edge
and configured to be coupled to a first type of a binding
mechanism; and

a second binding system extending along said binding
edge and configured to be coupled to a second type of
a binding mechanism.

23. The component of claim 22 wherein said first binding
system is configured to be coupled to a twin wire or a spiral
wire binding mechanism, and wherein said second binding
system is configured to be coupled to a three ring binding
mechanism.

24. The component of claim 22 wherein one of said first
or second binding systems is movably coupled to said
component and the other one on said first or second binding
systems is not movably coupled to said component.

25. The component of claim 22 wherein both of said first
and second binding systems are fixedly coupled to said
component.

26. The component of claim 22 wherein said first binding
system includes a plurality of holes having centers aligned
along a first line thereof, said first line being oriented
generally parallel to said binding edge and spaced apart a
first distance thereof, and wherein said second binding
system includes a plurality of holes having centers aligned
along a second line thereof, said second line being oriented
generally parallel to said binding edge and spaced apart a
second distance thereof, that is different from said first line.

27. (canceled)

28. (canceled)

29. (canceled)

30. The component of claim 22 wherein said first binding
system and said second binding system each include a
plurality of holes, and wherein said holes of said first
binding system are at least about 50% larger than said holes
of said second binding system.

31. (canceled)

32. (canceled)

33. The component of claim 22 wherein said first binding
system has a plurality of binding holes having a size and
spacing configured to be coupled to a first type of a binding
mechanism, and wherein said second binding system has a
plurality of binding holes having a size and a spacing
differing from said binding holes of said first binding system
and configured to be coupled to a second type of a binding
mechanism.



