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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

FRANZ 8. BRIGGS, OF NEOSHO, MISSOURI.

FISH-TRAP.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 664,926, dated J anuary 1, 1901,

Application filed May 17, 1900,

To all whom it may concerm:

Beit known that I, FRANZ S. BRIGGS, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Neosho,
in the county of Newton and State of Mis-
souri, have invented a new and useful Fish-
Trap,of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to traps, and has for
its object to provide an improved device of
this character which is especially designed for
catching minnows in large numbers for bait,
although it is capable of catching larger fish.
It is furthermore designed to provide a fold-
able trap, so that it may be readily set up for
use and also collapsed into a comparatively
small space when not in use, so as to facilitate
the storage and transportation thereof.

With these and other objects in view the
present invention consistsin the combination
and arrangement of parts, as will be herein-
after more fully described, shown in the ac-
companying drawings,and particularly point-
ed out in the appended claims, it being under-
stood that changes in the form, proportion,
size, and minor details may be made within
the scope of the claims without departing
from the spiritor sacrificing any of the advan-
tages of the invention.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of g trap constructed in accordance with
the present invention. Fig. 2 is a eentral
longitudinal sectional view thereof. Fig. 3 is
a plan view of the trap partly folded.

Corresponding parts in the figures of the
drawingsare designated by like characters of
reference.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the
bottom or base of the trap, which is formed by
means of a rectangular piece of sheet metal,
and hinged to one end thereofis a triangular
end plate 2, also of sheet metal, and provided
with a plurality of perforations3. The oppo-
site longitudinal sides of the trap are formed
by single panes orsheets of transparent glass
4,which are held in metallic frames which are
hingedly connected to the respective longi-
tudinal edges of the bottom plate. Each
frame is formed by the opposite metal strips
5, each of which is bent from a single blank"
of metal, so as to form a substantially U-
shaped strip to embrace the adjacent longi-
tudinal edge of the plate of glass. The re-
spective ends of the longitudinal strips are
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connected by pairs of transverse strips 6,
which are secured to the respective outer
sides of the longitudinal strips, so that the
U-shaped strips may have unobstructed open
ends for the reception of the glass plates,
whereby the latter may be conveniently re-
placed when broken or damaged. The lower
edgesof these frames are connected to the ad-
jacent side edges of the bottom plate by means
of the hinges 7, so that said sides may be
folded upwardly and inwardly against the
adjacent edges of the triangular end plate to
form a prism.. The upper edges of the longi-
tudinal sides, which form the apex of the
prism, are detachably counected by means of
snitable spring-catches 8.

The opposite end of the trap is formed by
three glass-covered frame-sections 8%, 9, and
10, of which the lower section 8* is connected
to the forward end of the bottom plate by
means of suitable hinges 11, so that the sec-
tion may fold inwardly into the interior of
the trap. 'The other sections are hinged to
the triangnlar bottom section and to the re-
spective opposite edges thereof, so as to fold
outwardly, and thereby provide a reéntrant
end for the trap. In the operative position
of the trap the inner edges of the opposite
end sections are in wutual engagement, and
the oufer edges thereof are provided with
spring-catches 12 to embrace the adjacent
outer end edges of the respective sides of the
trap, so as to hold the reéntrant end in the
position shown in Figs. 1 and 2. It will be
noted that the inner end or vertex of each
triangular end section is cut off, as at 13, so
that when the trap is set up a triangular
opening is formed between the inner ends of
the end sections to permit of the entrance of
the minnows. .

‘When in use, the trap is placed upon the
bottom of astream, so that the current thereof
will earry the water inwardly through the en-
trance-opening between the end sections and
outwardly through the opposite perforate
end, so that there may be a constant change
of water within the trap. Thus the minnows
will passinwardly through the entrance-open-
ing, and as the latter is comparatively small
they are not liable to pass out therethrough.

To prevent the end plate 2 from being
foreced outwardly by the current of water,
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each side is provided with a spring-catch 14
to engage over the adjacent edge of the end
plate and hold it in position.

As indicated in Fig. 3, the trap may be
folded into compact form by disengaging the
spring-catches, so that the opposite ends may
be folded irwardly upon the bottom of the
trap, after which the opposite sides may be
folded inwardly across the ends, thereby form-
ing a comparatlively small and flat bundle.

‘What is claimed is—

1. A trap of the class described, comprising
a bottom, opposite sides hingedly connected
thereto to fold inwardly, and having their
free edges in mutual engagement, an end also
hingedly connected to one end of the bottom
to fold inwardly, and in engagement with ad-
jacent ends of the sides, an opposite reéntrant
end hingedly connected to the bottom, and
comprising hingedly-connected sections, said
reéntrant end having an entrance-opening,
and also being in engagement with the adja-
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cent ends of the sides, and detachable coi-
nections for the adjacent portions of the trap.

9. A trap of the class described, comprising
a rectangular bottom plate, opposite longitu-
dinal sides hingedly connected thereto to fold
inwardly and form a prism, a triangular end
hingedly connected to the bottom, an oppo-
site reéntrant end formed of triangular sec-
tions, which are hingedly connected and have
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their inner ends or vertexes cut off to forman

entrance-opening, the bottom section being

hingedly connected to the bottom of the trap, -

and spring-catches to connect adjacent por-
tions of the trap.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in-

the presence of two witnesses.
FRANZ 8. BRIGGS:
Witnesses:

M. J. KrLLY,
H. G. GEYER.
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