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. This application relates to my ‘co~-pending ap-
plication Serial No. 740,039, filed August 16, 1934,
and has for its objects: ,

First, to produce a new and improved slat for

5 Venetian blinds.

Second, to provide such a slat which is made
in sections joined together by metalilc elements
S0 that the sections may be made up and finished
at a central factory and can be assembled at

10 branch offices or in retail stores or the like to
fit blinds to any desired window space.

Third, to provide such a slat in which the sep-
arate sections are fastened together by a metallic
fastener element which has an open slot therein

15 for the passage of & lift cord, the slot being open
So that the slats can be removed from the ladder
tapes or other supports including the 1ift cords
without unthreading the lift cord and can be
likewise placed in s ladder tape around a lift cord

20 without threading. i N

Fourth, to provide a slat for Venetian blinds

' that is telescoping and can be adjusted to fit any
desired window opening.

Further objects and advantages pertaining to.

25 details of construction and operation will appear
from the description to follow. Preferred con-
structions of my invention are illustrated in the
accompanying drawing, in which:

Fig, 1 is a view of a Venetian blind with my

30 improved slats therein, !

Fig. 2 is a detail view of the member joining
the slat sections together.

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on line 3—3 of
Figs. 2 and 4. ,

35  Fig. 4 is a sectional view of my improved slat
in position in a ladder tape showing the slat rest-
ing on the ladder tape in full lines and in dotted
lines showing the slat tilted for.removal.

Fig. 5 shows a modified form of my device pro- -

40 viding for a telescoping slat.
In the drawing, | is a window casing in which

the blind is suspended. 2 is the header which is |

of three-piece telescoping construction having
channel members telescoping and held together
45 with bolts 3. The header is supported in chan-
nel members 4 and has ladder tapes § suspended
therefrom in which are the slats 6. The slats 6
are made up of a plurality of separate sections 1,
which may be of wood or the like, which are fast-
50 ened together by metallic fastening members 8.
These members are made up of a substantially
rectangular piece of sheet metal which. is slotted
as at 9, the slot running from one end lengthwise
of the member and opening at thai end. The
55 edges are turned up as at 10 so that the slot

serving as a passage for a Hft cord 1 will not
cut the cord. These turned up portions 10 also
Serve as stops for the members 1° as shown in
Fig. 3. :

Inthe drawing, Figs. 2, 3 and 4, I show the slot 5
9 extending from the end (2 of the member 8
and I show the ends 2 and (3 bent around to
form inwardly facing channels. In the particu-.
lar modification shown the end (3 is of such length
that when it is bent to form a channel it overlaps 10
the slot 9 slightly and in order to make a satis-
factory slot I have shown the end 13 notched -
where it overlaps the slot 9 and as shown in Fig.

3 the notch is bent to present a curved edge to -
the cord. It will be appreciated that if the end 15
13 of the member is not long enough to overlap
the slot 9 this is unnecessary and forms no part

of the invention here set forth and claimed.

The ends 12 and 13 of the member 8 are bent
inwardly to form channels (4 and 15 to receive 3¢
the members T and prongs 16 are provided to be
pressed into the wood of the slat sections 7 to
hold them when they are clamped in the sockets
formed by the channels 14 and i5.

It will be noted that this method of constric- 25
tion provides a slat having slots for the recep-
tion of the lift cord which slots are open to the
edge of the slat, thus permitting the slat to be
tilted as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 4 to remove
it from the ladder tape 5 ag desired. This also 30
permits the replacement of slats by merely in-
serting them in the ladder tape and then allow-
ing the slat to fall with the slot 9 receiving the
lift cord. E

In the modification shown in Pig. 5, the me- 35
tallic member 108 has its ends {12 and i3 bent
over to form the channels {4 and ] §. It will
be noted that the slot 109 divides the sheet metal
member 108 into two sections 120 and 121, the
section 121 being larger. The edges of slot 109 40
are ‘turned up as at 110 to present a smooth sur-
face to a lift cord and also to serve as stops -
for slat members 107. The portion 121 of mem-
ber 108 is bent around to form a socket to slid-
ably receive the end of one member 1071 while 45
the portion 120 of member 108 is bent around
as in the modification shown in Figs. 14 to
form a socket to receive the end of another slat
section 107. Members 116 are pressed into the
section 107 to keep it in position. - 50

In Fig. 5, I show the slot (09 extending from
the edge (13 of the member 108 and the end
112 of the member is of such length that when
it is bent over to form a channel in the member
108 it overlaps the slot 109 slightly. _ This end 55
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112+s notched slightly where it overlaps the glot
109 and has its edges bent down at this point.
It will be appreciated that this is no particular
part of the invention involved and if the por-

5 tion {12 is not long enough to overlap the slot
108 when it is bent to form the channel in the
member 108 it need not be notched as shown.

With a slat such as shown in Fig. 5, 1t is pos-
sible to vary by telescoping the member {07 in

10 the socket formed by portion 121 of member 108,
thus giving considerable variation. ‘When slats
such as this are used with the telescoping head-
er 2, it will be appreciated that the blind can
be readily fitted to several windows and can be

15 used interchangeably if desired by merely tele-
scoping the slats and the header to the desired
length.

I have shown and described my invention in
the embodiments preferred by me and wish to

20 claim the same specifically as well as broadly,
as pointed out in the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:

25 1. In a slat for Venetian blinds, the combina-
tion of a sheet metal member having a slot there-
in opening at and extending from one end there-
of to divide said member into two sections of
different size, said member having its ends in-

30 turned to form inwardly facing channels where-
by the larger of said sections of said member
forms & socket to slidably receive a slat section
and the smaller of said sections of said mem-
ber forms a socket to clamp a slat section, and

35 whereby said slot in said member forms an open
end transverse slot to receive a lift cord, said
slot having its edges inturned to present a
smooth surface to said lift cord and to form
stops for said slat sections, and a pair of slat

40 sections inserted in said sockets.

2. In a slat for Venetian blinds, the combina-
tion of a sheet metal member having a slot there-
in opening at and extending from one end there-
of to divide said member into two sections, said

43 member having its ends inturned to form in-
wardly facing channels whereby one of said sec-
tions of said member forms a socket to slidably
receive a slat section and the other of said sec-
tions of said member forms a socket to clamp

50 @ slat section and whereby said slot in said mem-

ber forms an open end transverse slot to receive
a lift cord, said slot having its edges inturned
to present a smodth surface to said lift cord
and to form stops for said slat sections, and a

5 pair of slat sections inserted in said scckets.

3. In a slat for Venetian.blinds, the combina-
tion of a sheet metal member having a slot here-
in opening at and extending from one end there-
of, to divide said member into two sections of

o different size, said member having its ends in-
turned to form inwardly facing channels where-
by the larger of said sections of said member
forms a sccket to slidably receive a slat section
and the smaller of said sections of said member

¢5 forms a socket to clamp a slat section and where-
by said slot in said member forms an open end

&
(51

trarsverse slot to receive a lift cord, and a pair

of slat sections inserted in said sockets.
4. In a siat for Venetian blinds, the combina-
7o tion of a sheet metal member having a slot there-~
in opening at and extending from one end there-
of to divide said member into two sections, said
member having its ends inturned to form in-
wardly facing channels whereby one of said see-
75 tions of said member forms a socket to slidably
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receive a slat section and the other of sald sec-
tions of said member forms a socket to clamp &
slat section and whereby said slot in sald mem-
ber forms an open ended transverse slot to re-
ceive a lift cord, and a pair of slat sections in-
serted in said sockets.

5. In a slat for Venetian blinds, the combina~-
tion of a sheet metal member having a slot
therein lengthwise thereof to divide said mem-
ber into two sections, said member having its
ends inturned to form inwardly facing channels
whereby one of said sections of said member
forms & socket to slidably receive a slat section
and the other of said sections of said member
forms a socket to clamp a slat section and where-
by said slot in said member forms a slot to re-
celve a lift cord, said slot having its edges in-
turned to present a smooth surface to said lift
cord and to form stops for said slat sections, and
a pair of slat sections inserted in said sockets.

6. In a slat for Venetian blinds, the combina-
tion of a sheet metal member having a slot there-
in lengthwise thereof to divide said member into
two sections, said member having its ends in-
turned to form inwardly facing channels whereby
one of said sections of said member forms a socket
to slidably receive a slat section and the other of
said sections of said member forms a socket to
clamp a slat section and whereby said slot in said

member forms a slot to receive a lift cord, and a :

pair of slat sections inserted in said sockets.

7. A slat for Venetian blinds, comprising a
plurality of separate sections joined at their ad-
jacent ends by a sheet metal member having a

slot therein extending to and opening at one :

end of said member and disposed to extend trans-
versely of the slat for the passage of g lift cord

through the slat, said member having its ends in-

turned to form inwardly facing channels to re-
ceive the ends of said sections and to clamp them
and having engaging prongs to engage said sec-
tions, said slot having its edges upset to present a
smooth surface to a lift cord passing therethrough
and to serve as spacers for the ends of said sec-
tions lying in said member.

8. A slat for Venetian blinds, comprising a
plurality of separate sections joined at their ad-
jacent ends by a sheet metal member having a
slot therein extending to and opening at one end
of said member and disposed to extend trans-
versely of the slat for the passage of & lift cord
through the slat, said member having its ends
inturned to form inwardly facing channels to
receive the ends of said sections and to clamp
them, said slot having its edges upset to present a
smooth suriace to g lift cord passing therethrough
and to serve as spacers for the ends of said sec-
tions lying in said member.

9. A slat for Venetian blinds, comprising & plu-
rality of separate sections joined at their adjacent
ends by a sheet metal member having a slot there-
in extending to and opening at one end of said
member and disposed to extend transversely of
the slat for the passage of a lift cord through the
slat, said member having its ends inturned to
form inwardly facing channels to receive the ends
of said sections and to clamp them, said slot hav-
ing its edges upset to present & smooth surface to
a lift cord passing therethrough. ’

10. A slat .for Venetian blinds, comprising a
plurality of separate sections joined at their ad-
jacent ends by a sheet metal member having a
slot therein extending to and opening at one end
of said member and disposed to extend trans-
versely of the slat for the passage of & lift cord
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through the slat, said member having its ends
inturned to form inwardly facing channels to
receive the ends of said sections and to clamp
them.

11. In a slat for Venetian blinds, the combi-
nation therewith of a metallic member having a
slot therein extending transversely of the slat and
opening at and extending from one edge of the
slat for the passage of a lift cord, a socket at one
end of said metallic member to slidably receive a
section of slat, and a socket at the other end of
said metallic member to clamp a second section of
slat, whereby a telescoping slat is formed of two
separate sections having their adjacent ends
spaced apart. .

12. In g slat for Venetian blinds, the combina--

tion therewith of a metallic member having a slot
therein extending transversely of the slat for the
passage of a lift cord, a socket at one end of said
metallic member to slidably receive a section of
slat, and a socket at the other end of said metal-
lic member to clamp a second section of slat,
whereby a telescoping slat is formed of two sepa-
rate sections having their adjacent ends spaced
gpart. N

13. A slat for Venetian blinds, comprising a
plurality of separate sections joined at their ad-
jacent ends by a sheet metal member having its
ends inturned to form inwardly facing channels
to receive the ends of said sections and to clamp
them, said member having a slot therein extend-
ing to and opening at one edge of the slat and
disposed transversely of the slat for the passage
of a lift cord, said slot having its edges upset to
present a smooth surface to the cord and to serve
as a spacer for the ends of the sections lying in
said member.

3

14, A slat for Venetian blinds, comprising a
plurality of separate sections joined at their ad-
Jacent ends by a sheet metal member having its
ends inturned to form inwardly facing channels

to receive the ends of said sections and to clamp

them, said member having a slot therein extend-
ing to and opening at one edge of the slat and
disposed transversely of the slat for the passage of

a lift cord.

15. A slat for Venetian blinds comprising a
plurality of separate sections joined at their ends
by a sheet metal member having its ends inturned
to form inwardly facing channels to receive the
ends of the sections, said member having a slot
therein extending to and opening at one edge of
the slat and disposed transversely of the slat for
the passage of a lift cord. )

16. In a slat for Venetian blinds, the combina-
tion of a sheet metal member having a slot there-
in lengthwise thereof to divide said member in-
to two sections, said member having its ends in-
turned to form inwardly facing channels each to
receive a slat section, whereby said slot in said
member forms a slot to receive a.lift cord, and a
pair of slat sections inserted in the channels, one
at each side of said slot.

17. A louver for Venetian blinds comprising
a plurality of rigid sections arranged end to end,
and connector means having spaced portions with.
an opening therebetween joining the adjacent
ends of said sections and holding the same in
spaced relation to facilitate the passage of hoist-
ing cords through the space between said sec-
tions. :
GUY W. KIRSCH.
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