EP 2 530 869 A3

(1 9) Europdisches
Patentamt
0’ European
Patent Office
Office européen
des brevets
(12)

(88) Date of publication A3:
26.08.2015 Bulletin 2015/35

(43) Date of publication A2:

05.12.2012 Bulletin 2012/49
(21) Application number: 12169777.5

(22) Date of filing: 29.05.2012

(51)

(11) EP 2 530 869 A3

EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

Int Cl.:

HO4L 29/12 (2006.01)
HO4L 12/66 (2006.01)
HO4L 12/24 (2006.01)

HO4L 29/08 (2006.01)
HO4L 12/28 (2006.01)
HO4L 12/40 (2006.01)

(84)

Designated Contracting States:
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZDE DK EE ES FIFRGB

GRHRHUIEISITLILTLULVMC MKMT NL NO

PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States:
BA ME
(30) Priority: 31.05.2011 US 201161491625 P
13.06.2011 US 201113159152

(71) Applicant: General Electric Company (a New York

Corporation)
Schenectady, NY 12345 (US)

(72)

(74)

Inventors:

Smith, Steven William

Roanoke, VA Virginia 24018 (US)
Pettigrew, William Robert
Christiansburg, VA Virginia 24073 (US)

Representative: lllingworth-Law, William
lllingworth et al

Global Patent Operation - Europe

GE International Inc.

The Ark

201 Talgarth Road

Hammersmith

London W6 8BJ (GB)

(54)

(57)  Systems (100) and methods (400) for facilitating
communication with Foundation Fieldbus linking devices
(115) are described. A plurality of Foundation Fieldbus
linking devices (115) may be identified (410) by a gate-
way device (105) that includes one or more computers.
A single virtual address representative of the plurality of
linking devices (115) may be determined (425) by the
gateway device (105). Communications between the plu-
rality of linking devices (115) and an external system
(125) may the be facilitated (440) by the gateway device )
105), and the virtual address may be utilized to represent
the plurality of linking devices (115) to the external system
(125).
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