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SPECTRAL FEATURE SELECTION AND
PULSE TIMING CONTROL OF A PULSED
LIGHT BEAM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is a continuation of U.S. applica-
tion Ser. No. 16/980,467, which is the national phase of
International Application No. PCT/US2019/020415, filed
Mar. 1, 2019 and titled SPECTRAL FEATURE SELEC-
TION AND PULSE TIMING CONTROL OF A PULSED
LIGHT BEAM, which claims priority to U.S. Application
No. 62/650,896, filed Mar. 30, 2018 and titled Spectral
Feature Selection and Pulse Timing Control of a Pulsed
Light Beam, and U.S. Application No. 62/663,308, filed Apr.
27, 2018 and titled Spectral Feature Selection and Pulse
Timing Control of'a Pulsed Light Beam. Each of these patent
applications is incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The disclosed subject matter relates to controlling
a spectral feature, such as, for example, bandwidth or
wavelength, of a light beam output from an optical source
that supplies light to a lithography exposure apparatus.

BACKGROUND

[0003] In semiconductor lithography (or photolithogra-
phy), the fabrication of an integrated circuit (IC) requires a
variety of physical and chemical processes performed on a
semiconductor (for example, silicon) substrate (which is
also referred to as a wafer). A lithography exposure appa-
ratus (which is also referred to as a scanner) is a machine that
applies a desired pattern onto a target region of the substrate.
The wafer is fixed to a stage so that the wafer generally
extends along an image plane defined by orthogonal X, and
Y, directions of the scanner. The wafer is irradiated by a
light beam, which has a wavelength in the ultraviolet range,
somewhere between visible light and x-rays, and thus has a
wavelength between about 10 nanometers (nm) to about 400
nm. Thus, the light beam can have a wavelength in the deep
ultraviolet (DUV) range, for example, with a wavelength
that can fall from about 100 nm to about 400 nm or a
wavelength in the extreme ultraviolet (EUV) range, with a
wavelength between about 10 nm and about 100 nm. These
wavelength ranges are not exact, and there can be overlap
between whether light is considered as being DUV or EUV.
[0004] The light beam travels along an axial direction,
which corresponds with the Z, direction of the scanner. The
7, direction of the scanner is orthogonal to the image plane
(X;-Y;). The light beam is passed through a beam delivery
unit, filtered through a reticle (or mask), and then projected
onto a prepared wafer. The relative position between the
wafer and the light beam is moved in the image plane and
the process is repeated at each target region of the wafer. In
this way, a chip design is patterned onto a photoresist that is
then etched and cleaned, and then the process repeats.

[0005] An accurate knowledge of spectral features or
properties (for example, a bandwidth or a wavelength) of a
light beam output from an optical source such as a laser is
important in many scientific and industrial applications. For
example, accurate knowledge of the optical source band-
width is used to enable control of a minimum feature size or
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critical dimension (CD) in deep ultraviolet (DUV) optical
lithography. The critical dimension is the feature size that is
printed on a semiconductor substrate (also referred to as a
wafer) and therefore the CD can require fine size control.

SUMMARY

[0006] In some general aspects, a method includes: pro-
ducing a burst of pulses of an amplified light beam at a pulse
repetition rate and directing the pulses to a lithography
exposure apparatus. The method includes, while producing
the pulse burst, driving a spectral feature adjuster among a
set of discrete states at a frequency correlated with the pulse
repetition rate. Each discrete state corresponds to a discrete
value of the spectral feature of the amplified light beam out
of a plurality of pre-set discrete values of the spectral
feature, such that, each time a pulse in the burst is being
produced, the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the
discrete states and the amplified light beam pulse has a
spectral feature that corresponds to that discrete state. The
method includes, in between the production of the bursts of
pulses and while no pulses are being produced, driving the
spectral feature adjuster in a manner that is related to
information received from the lithography exposure appa-
ratus. Moreover, the method includes ensuring that the
spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete states that
corresponds to a discrete value of the spectral feature of the
amplified light beam when a pulse in the next burst is
produced.

[0007] Implementations can include one or more of the
following features. For example, the spectral feature adjuster
can be driven in the manner that is related to information
received from the lithography exposure apparatus by driving
the spectral feature adjuster at a frequency correlated with
the pulse repetition rate. The method can ensure that the
spectral feature adjuster is in the discrete state when the
pulse in the next burst is produced by adjusting an inter-burst
time interval so that the inter-burst time interval is an integer
multiple of the time interval between pulses for the pulse
repetition rate. The inter-burst time interval can be the time
interval between the last pulse in the burst and the first pulse
in the next burst.

[0008] The method can ensure that the spectral feature
adjuster is in the discrete state when the pulse in the next
burst is produced by receiving an indication from the
lithography exposure apparatus about the time at which it
will request the production of the next burst; and, if the
received indication indicates a mismatch in time between the
production of the first pulse in the next burst and the time at
which the spectral feature adjuster is in the discrete state,
then modifying one or more parameters associated with
driving the spectral feature adjuster based on the received
indication. The one or more parameters associated with
driving the spectral feature adjuster can be modified by
modifying one or more of a frequency and a phase of a
driving signal associated with the spectral feature adjuster.
The method can also include, if the frequency at which the
spectral feature adjuster is driven was modified due to a
mismatch, then changing the frequency at which the spectral
feature adjuster is driven at the start of the next burst to be
correlated with the pulse repetition rate.

[0009] The spectral feature of the amplified light beam can
be a wavelength of the amplified light beam. The wave-
length of the amplified light beam can be in the deep
ultraviolet range. The spectral feature adjuster can be driven
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among the set of discrete states at the frequency correlated
with the pulse repetition rate by driving the spectral feature
adjuster so that the wavelength of the amplified light beam
changes for each pulse of the amplified light beam between
two distinct wavelengths.

[0010] The spectral feature adjuster can be driven among
the set of discrete states at the frequency correlated with the
pulse repetition rate by driving the spectral feature adjuster
so that the wavelength of the amplified light beam changes
for every other pulse of the amplified light beam between
two distinct wavelengths.

[0011] The spectral feature adjuster can be driven among
the set of discrete states by driving the spectral feature
adjuster according to a sinusoidal drive signal.

[0012] The spectral feature adjuster can be driven by
moving an optic that interacts with a pre-cursor light beam
between discrete locations. Each discrete location of the
optic corresponds to a discrete state, and the amplified light
beam is formed from the pre-cursor light beam. The optic
that interacts with the light beam can be moved by rotating
a prism through which the pre-cursor light beam travels.
[0013] The frequency at which the spectral feature
adjuster is driven can be one half of the pulse repetition rate.
The frequency at which the spectral feature adjuster is
driven can be one fourth of the pulse repetition rate.
[0014] The method can ensure that the spectral feature
adjuster is in one of the discrete states when the pulse in the
next burst is produced by ensuring that the spectral feature
adjuster is in one of the discrete states when the initial pulse
in the next burst is produced.

[0015] The spectral feature adjuster can be driven in the
manner that is related to information received from the
lithography exposure apparatus by driving the spectral fea-
ture adjuster according to one or more fixed parameters and
receiving a request from the lithography exposure apparatus
to produce the next burst of pulses. The method can ensure
that the spectral feature adjuster is in a discrete state when
the pulse in the next burst is produced by delaying, for a
period of time greater than zero, the production of the next
burst of pulses relative to the receipt of the request from the
lithography exposure apparatus to produce the next burst of
pulses. The production of the next burst of pulses can be
delayed for the period of time by delaying the next burst of
pulses until the spectral feature adjuster can be driven to one
of the discrete states that corresponds to a discrete value of
the spectral feature of the amplified light beam when a pulse
in the next burst of pulses is produced.

[0016] The information from the lithography exposure
apparatus that is related to the manner in which the spectral
feature adjuster is driven in between the production of the
bursts of pulses and while no bursts of pulses are being
produced can be received prior to the end of the burst. The
information from the lithography exposure apparatus that is
related to the manner in which the spectral feature adjuster
is driven in between the production of the bursts of pulses
and while no bursts of pulses are being produced can be
received in between the production of the bursts of pulses.
[0017] The method can ensure that the spectral feature
adjuster is in one of the discrete states when a pulse in the
next burst is produced by sending a signal to the lithography
exposure apparatus. The signal includes information related
to how the spectral feature adjuster is being driven in
between the production of the bursts of pulses and while no
pulses are being produced.
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[0018] In other general aspects, an apparatus includes: an
interface configured to communicate with a lithography
exposure apparatus, and to receive information from the
lithography exposure apparatus; a spectral feature adjuster;
and an optical apparatus in communication with the inter-
face and the spectral feature adjuster. The optical apparatus
is configured to: produce a burst of pulses of the amplified
light beam at a pulse repetition rate for use by the lithog-
raphy exposure apparatus for patterning a substrate; while
producing the pulse burst, drive the spectral feature adjuster
among a set of discrete states at a frequency correlated with
the pulse repetition rate, with each discrete state correspond-
ing to a discrete value of the spectral feature of the amplified
light beam out of a plurality of pre-set discrete values of the
spectral feature, such that, each time a pulse in the burst is
being produced, the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the
discrete states and the amplified light beam pulse has a
spectral feature that corresponds to that discrete state; in
between the production of the bursts of pulses and while no
pulses are being produced, drive the spectral feature adjuster
in a manner that is related to information received from the
lithography exposure apparatus at the interface; and ensure
that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete
states that corresponds to a discrete value of the spectral
feature of the amplified light beam when a pulse in the next
burst is produced.

[0019] Implementations can include one or more of the
following features. For example, the spectral feature of the
amplified light beam can be a wavelength of the amplified
light beam.

[0020] The spectral feature adjuster can include a drive
actuator in communication with the optical apparatus and
configured to drive the spectral feature adjuster among the
set of discrete states. The optical apparatus can include a
control apparatus in communication with the interface and
the drive actuator. The control apparatus can be configured
to: receive indications from the interface regarding the
requests from the lithography exposure apparatus that
include the pulse repetition rate from the lithography expo-
sure apparatus; and send a driving signal to the drive
actuator, wherein the driving signal is based on information
received from the lithography exposure apparatus. The driv-
ing signal sent to the drive actuator can be a sinusoidal
driving signal.

[0021] The spectral feature adjuster can include an optical
device that optically interacts with a pre-cursor light beam,
and each discrete state of the optical device can correspond
to a discrete state of the spectral feature adjuster. A discrete
state of the optical device can be a discrete location at which
the optical device interacts with the pre-cursor light beam.
The optical device can include a prism through which the
pre-cursor light beam passes. The optical device can be
physically coupled to the drive actuator.

[0022] The optical apparatus can include: a first gas dis-
charge stage configured to generate a first pulsed light beam;
and a second gas discharge stage configured to receive the
first pulsed light beam and to amplify the first pulsed light
beam to thereby produce the amplified light beam from the
optical apparatus.

[0023] The first gas discharge stage can include a first gas
discharge chamber housing an energy source and containing
a gas mixture that includes a first gain medium; and the
second gas discharge stage can include a second gas dis-
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charge chamber housing an energy source and containing a
gas mixture that includes a second gain medium.

[0024] The optical apparatus can be configured to drive
the spectral feature adjuster in the manner that is related to
information received from the lithography exposure appa-
ratus at the interface by driving the spectral feature adjuster
at the frequency correlated with the pulse repetition rate. The
optical apparatus can be configured to ensure that the
spectral feature adjuster is in a discrete state when the pulse
in the next burst is produced by adjusting an inter-burst time
interval so that the inter-burst time interval is an integer
multiple of the time interval between pulses for the pulse
repetition rate, wherein the inter-burst time interval is the
time interval between the last pulse and the pulse in the next
burst.

[0025] The optical apparatus can be configured to ensure
that the spectral feature adjuster is in a discrete state when
the pulse in the next burst is produced by: receiving an
indication from the interface regarding the time at which the
lithography exposure apparatus will request the production
of the next burst; and, if the received indication indicates a
mismatch in time between the production of the pulse in the
next burst and the time at which the spectral feature adjuster
is in the discrete state, then modifying one or more param-
eters associated with a driving signal that is sent to the
spectral feature adjuster based on the received indication.
The one or more parameters that are modified can include
one or more of a frequency and/or a phase of the driving
signal supplied to a drive actuator of the spectral feature
adjuster. The optical apparatus can be configured to change
the frequency of the driving signal at the start of the next
burst to be correlated with the pulse repetition rate if the
frequency was modified due to a mismatch.

[0026] The optical apparatus can be configured to drive
the spectral feature adjuster in the manner that is related to
information received from the lithography exposure appa-
ratus at the interface by driving the spectral feature adjuster
according to one or more fixed parameters and receiving a
request from the lithography exposure apparatus to produce
the next burst of pulses. The optical apparatus can be
configured to ensure that the spectral feature adjuster is in a
discrete state when the pulse in the next burst is produced by
delaying, for a period of time greater than zero, the produc-
tion of the next burst of pulses relative to a receipt of a
request received at the interface from the lithography expo-
sure apparatus to produce the next burst of pulses.

[0027] The optical apparatus can be configured to delay
the production of the next burst of pulses by delaying the
production of the next burst of pulses until the spectral
feature adjuster can be driven to one of the discrete states
that corresponds to a discrete value of the spectral feature of
the amplified light beam when a pulse in the next burst of
pulses is produced.

[0028] The optical apparatus can include an optical source
having at least one amplification stage configured to output
the amplified light beam. The spectral feature adjuster can be
a part of a spectral feature selection apparatus, the spectral
feature selection apparatus receiving a pre-cursor light beam
from the optical source. The spectral feature selection appa-
ratus includes: a dispersive optical element arranged to
interact with the pre-cursor light beam, and a plurality of
prisms arranged in the path of the pre-cursor light beam
between the dispersive optical element and the optical
source. The spectral feature adjuster can be one of the prisms
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in the plurality of prisms and the set of discrete states of the
spectral feature adjuster is a set of discrete positions of the
prism at which the pre-cursor light beam interacts with the
prism. The prism can be driven among the set of discrete
positions by being rotated about a prism axis to a set of
discrete angles.

[0029] In some general aspects, a method includes:
instructing an optical source to produce a burst of pulses of
an amplified light beam at a pulse repetition rate, and
directing the produced pulses to a lithography exposure
apparatus. The method includes, while producing the pulse
burst, driving a spectral feature adjuster among a set of
discrete states at a frequency correlated with the pulse
repetition rate, with each discrete state corresponding to a
discrete value of the spectral feature of the amplified light
beam out of a plurality of pre-set discrete values of the
spectral feature. The method includes, in between the pro-
duction of the bursts of pulses and while no pulses are being
produced, driving the spectral feature adjuster according to
a driving signal defined by a set of parameters. The method
also includes ensuring that the spectral feature adjuster is in
one of the discrete states that corresponds to a discrete value
of the spectral feature of the amplified light beam when a
pulse in the next burst is produced by adjusting one or more
of: an instruction to the lithography exposure apparatus, the
driving signal to the spectral feature adjuster, and/or the
instruction to the optical source.

[0030] Implementations can include one or more of the
following features. For example, the method can ensure that
the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete states
that corresponds to the discrete value of the spectral feature
of the amplified light beam when the pulse in the next burst
is produced by adjusting the driving signal to the spectral
feature adjuster. The method can include receiving an indi-
cation from the lithography exposure apparatus about the
time at which it will request the production of the next burst.
The driving signal to the spectral feature adjuster can be
adjusted by modifying one or more of the parameters of the
driving signal sent to the spectral feature adjuster based on
the received indication from the lithography exposure appa-
ratus. The one or more parameters of the driving signal sent
to the spectral feature adjuster can be modified by modifying
one or more of a frequency and a phase of the driving signal
sent to the spectral feature adjuster. The request received for
the production of the next burst from the lithography expo-
sure apparatus can be delayed by enough time from the
indication received from the lithography exposure apparatus
in order to enable the modification of the one or more
parameters so that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of
the discrete states when the pulse in the next burst is
produced. The delay can be about 25-35 milliseconds (ms).

[0031] The method can ensure that the spectral feature
adjuster is in one of the discrete states that corresponds to the
discrete value of the spectral feature of the amplified light
beam when the pulse in the next burst is produced by
adjusting the instruction to the optical source. The instruc-
tion to the optical source can be adjusted by delaying, for a
period of time greater than zero, the production of the next
burst of pulses relative to the receipt of the request from the
lithography exposure apparatus to produce the next burst of
pulses so that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the
discrete states when the pulse in the next burst is produced.
The production of the next burst of pulses can be delayed by
delaying the next burst of pulses until the spectral feature
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adjuster can be driven to one of the discrete states that
corresponds to a discrete value of the spectral feature of the
amplified light beam when a pulse in the next burst of pulses
is produced. The method includes continuing to drive the
spectral feature adjuster in accordance with the driving
signal defined by the set of parameters while adjusting the
instruction to the optical source.

[0032] The method can ensure that the spectral feature
adjuster is in one of the discrete states that corresponds to the
discrete value of the spectral feature of the amplified light
beam when the pulse in the next burst is produced by
adjusting an instruction to the lithography exposure appa-
ratus. The instruction to the lithography exposure apparatus
can be adjusted by sending a signal to the lithography
exposure apparatus, the signal including information related
to how the spectral feature adjuster is being driven in
between the production of the bursts of pulses and while no
pulses are being produced. The method can include receiv-
ing a trigger request for the production of the next burst from
the lithography exposure apparatus. The trigger request is
based on the adjusted instruction to the lithography exposure
apparatus and ensures that the time at which the pulse in the
next burst of pulses is produced is synchronized with the
moment at which the spectral feature adjuster reaches one of
the discrete states. The trigger request can be adjusted to
thereby delay an electrical pulse in the instruction to the
optical source.

[0033] The spectral feature of the amplified light beam can
be a wavelength of the amplified light beam.

[0034] Each time a pulse in the burst is being produced,
the spectral feature adjuster can be in one of the discrete
states and the amplified light beam pulse can have a spectral
feature that corresponds to that discrete state.

[0035] The spectral feature adjuster can be driven among
the set of discrete states at the frequency correlated with the
pulse repetition rate by driving the spectral feature adjuster
so that the wavelength of the amplified light beam changes
for each pulse of the amplified light beam between two
distinct wavelengths. The spectral feature adjuster can be
driven among the set of discrete states at the frequency
correlated with the pulse repetition rate by driving the
spectral feature adjuster so that the wavelength of the
amplified light beam changes for every other pulse of the
amplified light beam between two distinct wavelengths.
[0036] The spectral feature adjuster can be driven among
the set of discrete states by driving the spectral feature
adjuster according to a sinusoidal driving signal.

[0037] The spectral feature adjuster can be driven by
moving an optic that interacts with a pre-cursor light beam
between discrete locations, each discrete location of the
optic corresponding to a discrete state, and the amplified
light beam is formed from the pre-cursor light beam.
[0038] The method can ensure that the spectral feature
adjuster is in one of the discrete states when the pulse in the
next burst is produced by ensuring that the spectral feature
adjuster is in one of the discrete states when the initial pulse
in the next burst is produced.

[0039] In other general aspects, an apparatus includes: an
interface configured to communicate with a lithography
exposure apparatus; a spectral feature adjuster; an optical
source; and a control apparatus in communication with the
interface, the spectral feature adjuster, and the optical
source. The control apparatus is configured to: instruct the
optical source to produce a burst of pulses of the amplified
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light beam at a pulse repetition rate for use by the lithog-
raphy exposure apparatus for patterning a substrate; while
producing the pulse burst, drive the spectral feature adjuster
among a set of discrete states at a frequency correlated with
the pulse repetition rate, with each discrete state correspond-
ing to a discrete value of the spectral feature of the amplified
light beam out of a plurality of pre-set discrete values of the
spectral feature; in between the production of the bursts of
pulses and while no pulses are being produced, drive the
spectral feature adjuster according to a driving signal
defined by a set of parameters; and ensure that the spectral
feature adjuster is in one of the discrete states that corre-
sponds to a discrete value of the spectral feature of the
amplified light beam when a pulse in the next burst is
produced by adjusting one or more of: an instruction to the
lithography exposure apparatus, the driving signal to the
spectral feature adjuster, and/or the instruction to the optical
source.

[0040] Implementations can include one or more of the
following features. For example, the control apparatus can
be configured to ensure that the spectral feature adjuster is
in one of the discrete states that corresponds to the discrete
value of the spectral feature of the amplified light beam
when the pulse in the next burst is produced by adjusting the
driving signal to the spectral feature adjuster. The control
apparatus can be configured to receive an indication from
the lithography exposure apparatus about the time at which
it will request the production of the next burst by way of the
interface; and the control apparatus can adjust the driving
signal to the spectral feature adjuster by modifying one or
more of the parameters of the driving signal sent to the
spectral feature adjuster based on the received indication
from the lithography exposure apparatus. The control appa-
ratus can be configured to modify the one or more param-
eters of the driving signal sent to the spectral feature adjuster
by modifying one or more of a frequency and a phase of the
driving signal sent to the spectral feature adjuster.

[0041] The control apparatus can be configured to ensure
that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete
states that corresponds to the discrete value of the spectral
feature of the amplified light beam when the pulse in the
next burst is produced by adjusting the instruction to the
optical source. The control apparatus can adjust the instruc-
tion to the optical source by delaying, for a period of time
greater than zero, the production of the next burst of pulses
relative to the receipt of the request from the lithography
exposure apparatus to produce the next burst of pulses so
that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete
states when the pulse in the next burst is produced. The
control apparatus can delay for the period of time the
production of the next burst of pulses by delaying the next
burst of pulses until the spectral feature adjuster can be
driven to one of the discrete states that corresponds to a
discrete value of the spectral feature of the amplified light
beam when a pulse in the next burst of pulses is produced.
The control apparatus can continue to drive the spectral
feature adjuster according to the driving signal defined by
the set of parameters.

[0042] The control apparatus can be configured to ensure
that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete
states that corresponds to the discrete value of the spectral
feature of the amplified light beam when the pulse in the
next burst is produced by adjusting an instruction to the
lithography exposure apparatus. The control apparatus can
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adjust the instruction to the lithography exposure apparatus
by sending a signal to the lithography exposure apparatus,
the signal including information related to how the spectral
feature adjuster is being driven in between the production of
the bursts of pulses and while no pulses are being produced.
The control apparatus can be configured to receive a trigger
request for the production of the next burst from the lithog-
raphy exposure apparatus, the trigger request being based on
the adjusted instruction to the lithography exposure appa-
ratus, and ensure that the time at which the pulse in the next
burst of pulses is produced is synchronized with the moment
at which the spectral feature adjuster reaches one of the
discrete states.

[0043] The spectral feature of the amplified light beam can
be the wavelength of the amplified light beam.

[0044] The spectral feature adjuster can include a drive
actuator in communication with the control apparatus and
configured to drive the spectral feature adjuster among the
set of discrete states. The spectral feature adjuster can
include an optical device that optically interacts with a
pre-cursor light beam, and each discrete state of the optical
device can correspond to a discrete state of the spectral
feature adjuster. A discrete state of the optical device can be
a discrete location at which the optical device interacts with
the pre-cursor light beam. The optical device can include a
prism through which the pre-cursor light beam passes.

[0045] The optical device can be physically coupled to the
drive actuator.
[0046] The optical source can include: a first gas discharge

stage configured to generate a first pulsed light beam; and a
second gas discharge stage configured to receive the first
pulsed light beam and to amplify the first pulsed light beam
to thereby produce the amplified light beam from the optical
source.

[0047] The optical source can include at least one ampli-
fication stage configured to output the amplified light beam.
[0048] The spectral feature adjuster can be a part of a
spectral feature selection apparatus, the spectral feature
selection apparatus receiving a pre-cursor light beam from
the optical source. The spectral feature selection apparatus
can include: a dispersive optical element arranged to interact
with the pre-cursor light beam, and a plurality of prisms
arranged in the path of the pre-cursor light beam between the
dispersive optical element and the optical source. The spec-
tral feature adjuster can be one of the prisms in the plurality
of prisms and the set of discrete states of the spectral feature
adjuster is a set of discrete positions of the prism at which
the pre-cursor light beam interacts with the prism. The prism
can be driven among the set of discrete positions by being
rotated about a prism axis to a set of discrete angles.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0049] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an apparatus that
includes an optical apparatus for supplying an amplified
light beam of pulses to a lithography exposure apparatus and
a spectral feature adjuster that adjusts a spectral feature of
the amplified light beam;

[0050] FIG. 2A is a timing diagram showing the operation
of the optical apparatus and the spectral feature adjuster of
FIG. 1 through two bursts of pulses of the amplified light
beam and one inter-burst gap;

[0051] FIG. 2B is a close-up view of the timing diagram
of FIG. 2A;
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[0052] FIG. 3 is a graph of optical spectrum of the
amplified light beam;

[0053] FIG. 4 is a block diagram of an implementation of
the lithography exposure apparatus of FIG. 1;

[0054] FIG. 5 is a block diagram of an implementation of
the apparatus of FIG. 1;

[0055] FIG. 6A is a schematic diagram of an implemen-
tation of a spectral feature adjuster including at least one
optical device;

[0056] FIG. 6B is a schematic diagram showing an imple-
mentation of the operation of one of the prisms of FIG. 6A;
[0057] FIG. 7Ais a schematic diagram showing a prism of
FIG. 6A in a first state or position corresponding to a first
spectral feature of the amplified light beam;

[0058] FIG. 7B is a schematic diagram showing the prism
of FIG. 7A in a second state or position corresponding to a
second spectral feature of the amplified light beam;

[0059] FIG. 8 is a block diagram of an implementation of
an optical source of the optical apparatus of FIG. 1;
[0060] FIG. 9 is a timing diagram of an implementation of
the apparatus of FIG. 1 operating during the production of
a burst of pulses, and a block diagram of the apparatus is
shown in connection with a discussion of the timing dia-
gram;

[0061] FIG. 10 is a timing diagram of an implementation
of the apparatus of FIG. 1 operating in between the produc-
tion of bursts of pulses, and a block diagram of the apparatus
is shown in connection with a discussion of the timing
diagram;

[0062] FIG. 11 is a timing diagram of an implementation
of'the apparatus of FIG. 1 operating in a manner in which the
spectral feature adjuster is driven in between the production
of bursts of pulses at a frequency that is correlated with the
pulse repetition rate, and also a corresponding block dia-
gram of the apparatus that relates to the timing diagram;
[0063] FIG. 12 is a timing diagram of an implementation
of the apparatus of FIG. 1 operating in a manner that
removes the mismatch in time between the pulse in the next
burst of pulses that follows an inter-burst time interval and
the moment at which the spectral feature adjuster reaches
one of the discrete states, and also a corresponding block
diagram of the apparatus that corresponds to the timing
diagram;

[0064] FIG. 13 is a timing diagram of an implementation
of the apparatus of FIG. 1 operating in a manner that
removes the mismatch in time between the pulse in the next
burst of pulses that follows an inter-burst time interval and
the moment at which the spectral feature adjuster reaches
one of the discrete states, and also a corresponding block
diagram of the apparatus that corresponds to the timing
diagram;

[0065] FIG. 14 is a timing diagram of an implementation
of the apparatus of FIG. 1 operating in a manner that
removes the mismatch in time between the pulse in the next
burst of pulses that follows an inter-burst time interval and
the moment at which the spectral feature adjuster reaches
one of the discrete states, and also a corresponding block
diagram of the apparatus that corresponds to the timing
diagram;

[0066] FIG. 15 is a timing diagram of an implementation
of the apparatus of FIG. 1 operating in a manner that
removes the mismatch in time between the pulse in the next
burst of pulses that follows an inter-burst time interval and
the moment at which the spectral feature adjuster reaches
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one of the discrete states, and also a corresponding block
diagram of the apparatus that corresponds to the timing
diagram;

[0067] FIG. 16 is a timing diagram of an implementation
of'the apparatus of FIG. 1 operating in a manner in which the
frequency of a sinusoidal driving signal provided to the
spectral feature adjuster is one fourth of the pulse repetition
rate;

[0068] FIGS. 17A-17D are graphs of other implementa-
tions of a driving signal that the apparatus can provide to the
spectral feature adjuster;

[0069] FIG. 18 is a procedure performed by the apparatus
of FIG. 1 for ensuring that each pulse directed to the
lithography exposure apparatus and produced after an inter-
burst gap has a desired spectral feature (wavelength) from
among a set of discrete and desired spectral features;
[0070] FIGS. 19A-19D are graphs showing a simulation
of four different modes of operation of the apparatus through
six bursts of pulses in which the production of the pulses
from the apparatus are superimposed on a waveform of the
spectral feature adjuster;

[0071] FIGS. 20A-20D are close-up views of the respec-
tive graphs of FIGS. 19A-19D through the second burst of
pulses; and

[0072] FIG. 21 is a procedure performed by the apparatus
of FIG. 1 for ensuring that each pulse directed to the
lithography exposure apparatus and produced after an inter-
burst gap has a desired spectral feature (wavelength) from
among a set of discrete and desired spectral features.

DESCRIPTION

[0073] Referring to FIG. 1, an apparatus 100 is designed
to ensure that a spectral feature adjuster 105 is in a discrete
state when a pulse 115 in a burst 120 of pulses of an
amplified light beam 110 is produced after an inter-burst gap
125 in which no pulses are produced. The spectral feature
adjuster 105 is a device or apparatus that adjusts at least one
spectral feature (such as the wavelength or bandwidth) of the
amplified light beam 110. The spectral feature adjuster 105
can be any apparatus that is configured to control or adjust
one or more spectral features of the amplified light beam
110. A discrete state of the spectral feature adjuster 105
corresponds to a discrete value of a spectral feature of an
amplified light beam 110. The amplified light beam 110 is
produced by an optical apparatus 130, and the amplified
light beam 110 is supplied to a lithography exposure appa-
ratus 135, which uses the amplified light beam 110 for
patterning a substrate 140. The discrete value of the spectral
feature is one of a set of discrete values of the spectral
feature that is desired from the lithography exposure appa-
ratus 135. It is possible for there to be a narrow range of
discrete states of the spectral feature adjuster 105 that
corresponds to or produces a particular value of the spectral
feature of the amplified light beam 110. Thus, the term
“discrete state of the spectral feature adjuster” includes a
narrow range of discrete states of the spectral feature
adjuster 105 that corresponds to the particular desired value
of the spectral feature of the amplified light beam 110.

[0074] The lithography exposure apparatus 135 sets
requirements for the value of one or more spectral features
of the amplified light beam 110 so as to produce a desired
patterning or lithographic result on the substrate 140. The
lithography exposure apparatus 135 requires a particular
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spectral feature or set of spectral features from the amplified
light beam 110 depending on the patterning of the substrate
140.

[0075] In one example, the lithography exposure appara-
tus 135 requires that each pulse of the amplified light beam
110 have a spectral feature that is selected from among a
plurality of discrete spectral features when used to pattern
the substrate 140. It may be desirable for the wavelength of
the amplified light beam 110 to change among a set of
discrete and distinct values on a pulse-to-pulse basis. This
can mean that the wavelength changes for each adjacent and
consecutive pulse. Alternatively, the wavelength changes for
every other pulse (thus, the wavelength remains at one
discrete value for two consecutive pulses and another dis-
crete value for two consecutive pulses, and so forth).
[0076] Changing the wavelength can yield a valuable
result, for example, from the standpoint of the lithography
exposure apparatus 135. In particular, chromatic aberration
on the amplified light beam 110 as it traverses the lithog-
raphy exposure apparatus 135 can cause a correlation
between the wavelength of the amplified light beam 110 and
the location of the focal plane (along the axial direction,
which is orthogonal to the image plane X,-Y, of the
substrate 140) of the pulse of the amplified light beam 110
at the substrate 140. And, it may be desirable to change the
focal plane of the amplified light beam 110 when it interacts
with or impinges upon the substrate 140. Accordingly, by
changing the wavelength of the amplified light beam 110,
the focal plane of the amplified light beam 110 can be
adjusted. In this example, the lithography exposure appara-
tus 135 instructs the optical apparatus 130 to adjust the
wavelength in the manner required for such patterning of the
substrate 140.

[0077] Additionally, the size of the microelectronic fea-
tures patterned on the substrate 140 depends on the wave-
length of the amplified light beam 110, with a lower wave-
length resulting in a small minimum feature size or critical
dimension. When the wavelength of the amplified light
beam 110 is 248 nm or 193 nm, the minimum size of the
microelectronic features can be, for example, 50 nm or less.
Because it is often desirable to pattern smaller and smaller
features on the substrate 140, the wavelength of the pulses
of the amplified light beam 110 is centered around a wave-
length that is in the deep ultraviolet (DUV) range, for
example, with a wavelength that can fall from about 10
nanometers (nm) to about 400 nm. The wavelength of the
amplified light beam 110 is determined from the makeup of
the gain medium within the optical apparatus 130 that
produces the amplified light beam 110, as discussed below.
[0078] The apparatus 100 includes an interface 145 that
enables a communication channel (which can be wired or
wireless) 131 between the lithography exposure apparatus
135 and the optical apparatus 130. For example, information
is conveyed from the lithography exposure apparatus 135 to
the optical apparatus 130 through the interface 145. The
information that the optical apparatus 130 receives from the
lithography exposure apparatus 135 can include requests
from the lithography exposure apparatus 135 to the optical
apparatus 130 to alter one or more characteristics of the
amplified light beam 110. The interface 145 can additionally
provide information to the lithography exposure apparatus
135 from the optical apparatus 130. The optical apparatus
130 also includes an optical source 150 that produces the
amplified light beam 110, and a control apparatus 180 that
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is in communication with the interface 145, the optical
source 150, and the spectral feature adjuster 105. The optical
apparatus 130 could include other components not shown in
FIG. 1.

[0079] In order to visualize the operation of the apparatus
100, reference is made to an example of a timing diagram
200 in FIG. 2A along with a close-up view 2B of the diagram
200 shown in FIG. 2B. The timing diagram 200 only shows
two bursts 120 of pulses 115 of the amplified light beam 110
as well as one inter-burst gap 125. In this example, the
lithography exposure apparatus 135 sends a trigger signal
206 to the interface 145, this trigger signal 206 is conveyed
to the optical apparatus 130, and in response, the optical
apparatus 130 sends a driving signal 217 to the spectral
feature adjuster 105. The actual state of the spectral feature
adjuster 105 (which changes based on the driving signal
217) is represented by the waveform 218. The spectral
feature adjuster 105 is driven from a rest state at time equal
to 0 on the diagram 200 to a steady state at a time equal to
t(ss) on the diagram 200.

[0080] Inthis example, region A of the timing diagram 200
corresponds to a first burst 120A that begins at time 0 and
occurs after an inter-burst gap 125 (not shown), followed by
an inter-burst gap 125B that occurs in region B, which is
followed by a second burst 120C that occurs in region C of
the timing diagram 200. The example of FIGS. 2A and 2B
is a schematic diagram meant to show basic principles and
it may not be drawn to scale. For example, in FIGS. 2A and
2B, each burst 120 includes 12 pulses 115. Nevertheless, it
is possible for a burst 120 of pulses 115 to include anywhere
from tens to several hundreds or thousands of pulses and for
the inter-burst gap 125B to be longer or shorter than what is
represented by the timing diagram 200. The timing diagram
200 is merely provided as one example to show basic
principles.

[0081] The trigger signal 206 can be in the form of a train
of electrical pulses 207, with adjacent pulses 207 being
separated in time by a spacing (which can be a constant
spacing for certain time frames). Each electrical pulse 207 in
the train of the trigger signal 206 instructs the optical
apparatus 130 to produce a pulse 115 of the amplified light
beam 110 to be provided to the lithography exposure appa-
ratus 135. The timing diagram 200 shows one example of the
relationship between the trigger signal 206, a train 211 of the
pulses 115 of the amplified light beam 110, the driving signal
217 that the optical apparatus 130 provides to the spectral
feature adjuster 105, and the waveform 218 of the actual
state of the spectral feature adjuster 105. The control appa-
ratus 180 is in communication with the interface 145 and
also a drive actuator (such as drive actuator 570 shown in
FIG. 5) associated with the spectral feature adjuster 105. The
control apparatus 180 is configured to receive indications
from the interface 145 regarding the requests from the
lithography exposure apparatus 135, such requests include
information relating to a pulse repetition rate. The driving
signal 217 sent to the drive actuator 570 is based on this
information received from the lithography exposure appa-
ratus 135.

[0082] The driving signal 217 shown in this example has
a triangular, continuous, and periodic form. However, the
driving signal 217 is not limited to being a triangular form.
Other shapes are possible, such as a sinusoidal driving signal
or a square shape driving signal, as discussed in detail later.
The driving signal 217 is any signal shape that drives or
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modifies the spectral feature adjuster 105 in a continuous
manner through various positions or states to cause the
spectral feature adjuster 105 to exist at various moments in
one of a plurality of targeted discrete states (for example, at
first state 218a and at second state 2185). While only two
targeted discrete states 218a and 2185 are shown in FIG. 2A,
it is possible for there to be more than two targeted or desired
discrete states. For example, it is possible for an intermedi-
ate state (such as a state between the states 218a and 2185)
to be a targeted or desired state.

[0083] While this is not shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B, when
operating properly, for example, during a steady state and
when the signals (such as the pulse train 211, the driving
signal 217, and the waveform 218) are properly aligned,
each targeted discrete state 218a and 2185 in the plurality
corresponds to a discrete and targeted value of the spectral
feature of the amplified light beam 110. Additionally, the
driving signal 217 also drives the spectral feature adjuster
105 along all of the states on the waveform 218 in between
the targeted discrete states 218a and 2186. Thus, if a pulse
115 is produced while the spectral feature adjuster 105 exists
in an intermediate state (for example, at moment 218¢ in
region A), then that pulse 115 would have a spectral feature
that is not one of the spectral features that is targeted or
desired by the lithography exposure apparatus 135. This is
discussed in more detail below with reference to region C.
[0084] The actual state of the spectral feature adjuster 105
in represented by the waveform 218. The state of the spectral
feature adjuster 105 can be a position of the spectral feature
adjuster 105. Moreover, because each position of the spec-
tral feature adjuster 105 corresponds to a specific value of
the spectral feature, the value at the waveform 218 when a
pulse 115 is produced provides the actual spectral feature of
the pulse 115.

[0085] A pulse 115 of the amplified light beam 110 that is
produced simultaneously with the spectral feature adjuster
105 being in the first state 218a has a first targets spectral
feature (for example, a first wavelength). A pulse 115 of the
amplified light beam 110 that is produced simultaneously
with the spectral feature adjuster 105 being in the second
state 2185 has a second targeted spectral feature (for
example, a second wavelength). The first and second spec-
tral features are targeted or desired spectral features for use
by the lithography exposure apparatus 135. The lithography
exposure apparatus 135 requires that the spectral feature
adjuster 105 be in one of the discrete states (218a or 2186)
that corresponds to a discrete and targeted value of the
spectral feature of the amplified light beam 110 when each
pulse 115 is produced.

[0086] As shown in region A, at the beginning of the burst
120A, the first trigger pulse 207_1A is received at the optical
apparatus 130 (via the interface 145). However, the optical
apparatus 130 produces the first pulse 115_1A of the ampli-
fied light beam 110 after a time delay t1 (measured relative
to the first trigger pulse 207_1A). This time delay t1 is
inherent in the design of the optical apparatus 130 because
the optical apparatus 130 requires some amount of time to
react to the first trigger pulse 207_1A. For example, the
optical apparatus 130 processes (receives and analyzes) the
first trigger pulse 207_1A, and then provides a signal to the
optical source 150 to produce the first pulse 115_1A. The
time it takes between the receipt of the first trigger pulse
207_1A and the production of the first pulse 115_1A of the
amplified light beam 110 corresponds to this time delay t1.
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Moreover, this time delay t1 is passed on to each pulse 115
in the train 211 of pulses 115 in that burst 120A. This means
that each pulse 115 in the train 211 is delayed relative to the
electrical trigger pulse 207 that instructs the optical appa-
ratus 130 to produce that particular pulse. Moreover, in
general, this time delay t1 is the same for each pulse 115 in
the train 211 because the time it takes from the moment of
receipt of the electrical trigger pulse 207 and the production
of the corresponding pulse 115 usually does not change.
[0087] In region A (and also in regions B and C), a pulse
repetition rate Rp of the amplified light beam 110 remains
constant. The pulse repetition rate Rp of the amplified light
beam 110 is the rate at which the pulses 115 of the amplified
light beam 110 are produced by the optical apparatus 130.
The pulse repetition rate Rp of the amplified light beam 110
is 1/t, where T is the time between the production of adjacent
pulses 115. Moreover, this time t between the production of
adjacent pulses 115 is also the time between the production
of adjacent electrical trigger pulses 207. In some implemen-
tations, the pulse repetition rate Rp is on the order of
kilohertz (kHz), such as, for example, 6 kHz and the time T
between the production of adjacent pulses 115 in this
example is 167 microseconds (us). The pulse repetition rate
Rp of the amplified light beam 110 is set by the lithography
exposure apparatus 135. Thus, the pulse repetition rate Rp is
a part of the information that is conveyed from the lithog-
raphy exposure apparatus 135 to the interface 145. Often,
the lithography exposure apparatus 135 requires that the
repetition rate Rp remain constant (or within a particular
range) for a particular burst 120 of pulses 115 of the
amplified light beam 110.

[0088] Moreover, the duration of each pulse 115 (which is
not conveyed in FIGS. 2A and 2B) is much smaller than the
time T between adjacent pulses. The duration of a pulse 115
can be the time during which an intensity of the pulse 115
exceeds a minimum intensity. In some implementations, the
duration of a pulse 115 is at least an order of magnitude
smaller than the time ©. For example, the duration of a pulse
115 can be on the order of tens or hundreds (for example,
100) nanoseconds (ns), and the time T between adjacent
pulses 115 can be around 167 ps.

[0089] While not shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B, it is alter-
natively possible for lithography exposure apparatus 135 to
request that the optical apparatus 130 change the pulse
repetition rate Rp of the amplified light beam 110. Such a
change could be conveyed to the optical apparatus 130
outside of (that is, before) the time that the burst 120 is being
produced. Or, such a change could be conveyed by a change
in the rate at which electrical trigger pulses 207 in the trigger
signal 206 are received. In some implementations, the
lithography exposure apparatus 135 communicates an
intended, target, or planned repetition rate before the next
burst begins, as a way to help the optical apparatus 130 to
prepare the spectral feature adjuster 105. Although this
communication alone does not affect a change in the rep-
etition rate as the actual change would be conveyed by the
change in the trigger signal 206. A change in the pulse
repetition rate Rp shows up in the timing diagram 200 as a
change in the time between adjacent trigger pulses 206,
which leads to a change in T, the time between the produc-
tion of adjacent pulses 115.

[0090] The driving signal 217 has a form or shape that is
defined by a set of parameters that govern the shape of the
driving signal 217. One parameter is a frequency w, or the
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number of occurrences of a cycle of the driving signal 217
per unit of time. The frequency w is inversely proportional
to the time k it takes to complete one cycle (for example, the
time it takes to go from the value 2174 to the value 2176 and
back to the value 217a (one cycle). Another parameter of the
driving signal 217 is the phase, which corresponds to the
position of the form at a particular time. In some implemen-
tations the frequency w of the driving signal 217 is equal to
or is an integer multiple of the pulse repetition rate Rp of the
amplified light beam 110 in order to ensure that the produc-
tion of each pulse coincides with the spectral feature adjuster
105 being in one of the discrete states 218a or 218b. For
example, if the pulse repetition rate Rp is 6000 Hz, then the
frequency w can be 6000 Hz or 12,000 Hz. In other
implementations, frequency w of the driving signal 217 is a
fraction (for example, one half or one quarter) of the pulse
repetition rate Rp of the amplified light beam 110. For
example, if the pulse repetition rate Rp is 6000 Hz, then the
frequency w can be 3000 Hz or 1500 Hz.

[0091] The waveform 218 of the spectral feature adjuster
105 is determined by the driving signal 217. Thus, the start
of'the driving signal 217 at time O starts the operation of the
spectral feature adjuster 105. In this example, in region A of
the timing diagram 200, the spectral feature adjuster 105 is
driven from a state of rest at the time 0. That is, prior to time
0, the state of the apparatus 100 could be such that no pulses
115 were being produced. For example, the apparatus 100
could be operating in an inter-burst gap 125 in which no
pulses are produced prior to time O in the diagram 200. It is
not necessary, from the standpoint of pulse production, to
continue to drive the spectral feature adjuster 105 during the
inter-burst gap 125 because no pulses 115 need to be
produced at this time. Thus, in this particular example of a
timing diagram 200, the driving signal 217 is halted prior to
time 0, and because of this, the spectral feature adjuster 105
is effectively halted prior to time 0. For example, a rotation
or a translation of an optical element within the spectral
feature adjuster 105 that interacts with an amplified light
beam (that forms the amplified light beam 110) is halted
prior to time O (the start of the timing diagram 200) and
during the inter-burst gap 125. In this scenario, the driving
signal 217 sent to the spectral feature adjuster 105 is
re-started at time O (once it receives the first pulse 207 of the
trigger signal 206). The re-start of the driving signal 217 in
the burst 120A causes the spectral feature adjuster 105 to be
driven once again. For example, the driving signal 217 starts
the rotation or translation of the optical element within the
spectral feature adjuster 105. However, as evident from the
timing diagram 200, this re-start from being halted at time
0 causes several problems that can lead to a mis-match
between the timing of the pulse 115 and the moment when
the spectral feature adjuster 105 is in one of the two states
218a and 218b.

[0092] First, the spectral feature adjuster 105 is a physical
apparatus that undergoes dynamic positional transients and
its phase response to such a re-start, that is, how long it takes
to transition from a halted or rest state to a steady state at
time t(ss), is a function of its response to these transients.
Transients are temporary oscillations or changes (for
example, ringing, premature reversals of direction, higher
frequency periods) that occur in the system (and specifically
in the operation of the spectral feature adjuster 105) because
of the sudden change of voltage or of a load in the system.
This is because the spectral feature adjuster 105 is a part of
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a dynamic system and includes components (such as drive
actuator 570, as shown in FIG. 5, and analog circuitry)
whose phase response is a function of the frequency at which
it is driven. In particular, the spectral feature adjuster 105
undergoes positional transients that modulate or affect the
correct timing of how the spectral feature adjuster 105 is
driven and in a complex manner. These transients are
evident in the shape of the waveform 218, which is not
regular and moreover is not aligning properly the states 218a
and 2184 with the production of each pulse 115. The spectral
feature adjuster 105 does not have an instantaneous response
to its input signal (the driving signal 217). As evident from
the shape of the waveform 218, the spectral feature adjuster
105 is driven in a transient or intermediate state for quite a
while before it settles into the steady state operation some-
where around time t(ss).

[0093] Moreover, the time t(ss) at which the spectral
feature adjuster 105 enters its steady state operation may or
may not occur in the current burst 120A or even in the next
inter-burst gap 125B. The moment at which the steady state
operation of the spectral feature adjuster 105 begins is
determined by the number of pulses in a particular burst
120A, and the amount of time in the inter-burst gap 125B
and it is even possible that the spectral feature adjuster 105
can require several cycles of bursts before it enters its steady
state operation.

[0094] Second, the optical apparatus 130 does not know
when the lithography exposure apparatus 135 will request
another burst 120 of pulses 115. Thus, it is not possible to
predict when the spectral feature adjuster 105 should reach
a steady state, and thus, is also not possible to predict when
the spectral feature adjuster 105 should exist in one of the
two states 218a or 218b.

[0095] At the end of the burst 120A (at the end of region
A in the timing diagram 200), the lithography exposure
apparatus 135 halts the production of the trigger signal 206,
which leads to the stoppage of the train 211 of pulses 115
from the amplified light beam 110. During this time in which
no pulses are being produced, which corresponds to region
B of the timing diagram 200 and schematically to an
inter-burst gap 125B, the lithography exposure apparatus
135 usually takes other actions outside of direct patterning
of the substrate 140. For example, the lithography exposure
apparatus 135 could use this time to move the substrate 140
to a new position for patterning a different area of the
substrate 140, as discussed below in more detail.

[0096] Once the lithography exposure apparatus 135 is
ready to resume patterning on the substrate 140, for
example, once the lithography exposure apparatus 135 has
completed all of the other actions, the lithography exposure
apparatus 135 sends another trigger pulse 207_1C to the
interface 145 to thereby request that the optical apparatus
130 begin producing the next burst 120C of pulses 115 of the
amplified light beam 110. The time between the last trigger
pulse 207_12A in region A and the first trigger pulse 206_1C
in region C is a trigger inter-burst time interval T,. The
optical apparatus 130 cannot predict when the lithography
exposure apparatus 135 will be ready to resume patterning
and request the next burst 120C of pulses 115. Thus, the
optical apparatus 130 does not know the trigger inter-burst
time interval T, in advance.

[0097] During the trigger inter-burst time interval T, the
last pulse 115_12A of the burst 120A is produced and then
an inter-burst time interval T transpires between the last
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pulse 115_12A of the burst 120A and the first pulse 115_1C
of'the burst 120C. The inter-burst time interval T of the pulse
production is shifted in time by the time t1 from the trigger
inter-burst time interval T,. Moreover, the inter-burst time
interval T is equal to the trigger inter-burst time interval T;.
[0098] As discussed above, it is not necessary, from the
standpoint of pulse production during the inter-burst time
interval T, to continue to drive the spectral feature adjuster
105 during the inter-burst time interval T because no pulses
115 are being produced at this time. However, as discussed
above, the spectral feature adjuster 105 requires a substantial
amount of time to go from a rest state to a steady state (for
example, at time t(ss)) and during this intermediate state, the
spectral feature adjuster 105 is not a regular shape and it is
not easy to predict when the spectral feature adjuster 105
will be in one of the discrete states 218a or 2185.

[0099] A first step in addressing these issues is to continue
to drive the spectral feature adjuster 105 with the driving
signal 217 during the inter-burst time interval T, that is,
between the production of the burst 120A of pulses 115 and
the burst 120C of pulses 115. To put it another way, there is
no stoppage of the driving signal 217 during the inter-burst
time interval T. Because of this, the spectral feature adjuster
105 does not enter a rest state nor does it need to transition
from the rest state to a steady state of operation and thus the
intermediate state (such as between time O and t(ss)) is
avoided, as shown in FIG. 2A.

[0100] The spectral feature adjuster 105 is driven during
the inter-burst time interval T in a manner that is related to
information that the optical apparatus 130 has received from
the lithography exposure apparatus 135. Such information
received from the lithography exposure apparatus 135 can
be received before the end of the burst 120A of pulses 115.
Or, the information received from the lithography exposure
apparatus 135 can be received during the inter-burst time
interval T.

[0101] Nevertheless, even if the spectral feature adjuster
105 continues to be driven during the inter-burst time
interval T without any other changes, it is still not possible
to predict when the lithography exposure apparatus 135 will
request the next burst 120C of pulses 115. The first pulse
115_1C in the next burst 120C of pulses will be delayed by
the time t1 relative to the first trigger pulse 207_1C after the
trigger inter-burst time interval T;. Such a time t1 is gen-
erally known. However, there is a timing mismatch err_x
between the production of the first pulse 115_1C and the
moment when the spectral feature adjuster 105 is in the first
state 218a.

[0102] The apparatus 100 is designed and operated to
ensure that the spectral feature adjuster 105 is in one of the
states 218a or 218b when the pulse 115_iC (which may or
may not be the first or initial pulse 115_1C) in the burst
120C is produced. A general description of the structure and
operation of the apparatus 100 is provided before discussing
the design and operation of the apparatus 100 that relates to
ensuring that the spectral feature adjuster 105 is in a discrete
state 218a or 2185 when a pulse 115 in the burst 120 of
pulses of the amplified light beam 110 is produced after the
inter-burst gap 125 in which no pulses are produced.
[0103] Referring to FIG. 3, the spectral feature of the
amplified light beam 110 is any aspect or representation of
an optical spectrum 300 of the amplified light beam 110. The
optical spectrum 300 can be referred to as an emission
spectrum. The optical spectrum 300 contains information on
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how the optical energy, spectral intensity, or power is
distributed over different wavelengths. The optical spectrum
300 of the amplified light beam 110 is depicted in the form
of'a diagram or graph in which the spectral intensity 301 (not
necessarily with an absolute calibration) is plotted as a
function of the wavelength (or optical frequency, which is
inversely proportional to the wavelength) 302.

[0104] One example of a spectral feature is a bandwidth,
which is a measure of a width 303 of optical spectrum 300.
This width can be given in terms of wavelength or frequency
of the laser light. Any suitable mathematical construction
(that is, metric) related to the details of the optical spectrum
300 can be used to estimate a value that characterizes the
bandwidth of the amplified light beam 110. For example, the
full width of the optical spectrum at a fraction (X) of the
maximum peak intensity of the optical spectrum 300 (re-
ferred to as FWXM) can be used to characterize the band-
width of the amplified light beam 110. As another example,
the width of the optical spectrum 300 that contains a fraction
(Y) of the integrated spectral intensity (referred to as EY)
can be used to characterize the bandwidth of the amplified
light beam 110.

[0105] Another example of a spectral feature is a wave-
length, which can be a wavelength value 304 of the optical
spectrum 300 at a particular (such as a maximum) spectral
intensity.

[0106] Referring to FIG. 4, a burst 120 of pulses 115 of the
amplified light beam 110 can correspond to an exposure field
400 on the substrate 140 that is being patterned in the
lithography exposure apparatus 135. The exposure field 400
is the area of the substrate 140 that is exposed in one scan
of an exposure window 405, and the exposure window 405
is the illuminated area of the substrate 140 that is exposed in
one illumination dose. During lithography, a plurality of the
pulses 115 of the amplified light beam 110 illuminate the
same area of the substrate 140 to form the illumination dose.
The number N of pulses 115 of the amplified light beam 110
that illuminate the exposure window 405 and the size of the
exposure window 405 can be controlled by an exposure slit
410 placed before a mask 415 within the lithography expo-
sure apparatus 135. In some implementations, the value of N
is in the tens, for example, from 10-100 pulses. In other
implementations, the value of N is greater than 100 pulses,
for example, from 100-1000 pulses. The number of pulses in
a burst 120 can be equal to the number N of pulses 115 that
form the illumination dose.

[0107] The lithography exposure apparatus 135 includes,
among other features, one or more condenser lenses and an
objective arrangement 430. The mask 415 is movable along
one or more directions, such as along a Z, direction (which
generally corresponds to the axial direction of the light beam
110) or in an X;-Y; plane that is perpendicular to the 7,
direction. The objective arrangement 430 includes a projec-
tion lens and enables the image transfer to occur from the
mask 415 to the photoresist on the substrate 140. The
lithography exposure apparatus 135 can also include a beam
homogenizer (not shown) configured to homogenize (makes
uniform) the intensity distribution of the light beam 110
across the mask 415. The lithography exposure apparatus
135 can include a lithography controller, air conditioning
devices, and power supplies for the various electrical com-
ponents. The lithography controller controls how layers are
printed on the substrate 140 and also communicates with the
interface 145.
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[0108] In some implementations, an immersion medium
can be supplied to cover the substrate 140. The immersion
medium can be a liquid (such as water) for liquid immersion
lithography. In other implementations in which the lithog-
raphy is a dry system, the immersion medium can be a gas
such as dry nitrogen, dry air, or clean air. In other imple-
mentations, the substrate 140 can be exposed within a
pressure-controlled environment (such as a vacuum or par-
tial vacuum).

[0109] Referring also to FIG. 5, an implementation of the
optical apparatus 130 is shown. In this implementation, the
spectral feature adjuster 105 includes at least one optical
device 551 that optically interacts with a pre-cursor light
beam 595 from the optical source 150. The pre-cursor light
beam 595 can be a light beam that eventually forms the
amplified light beam 110. For example, the pre-cursor light
beam 595 can be a light beam that has not yet been
amplified.

[0110] The spectral feature adjuster 105 includes a drive
actuator 570 having mechanical or electromagnetic features
that are physically coupled to the optical device 551. The
drive actuator 570 is in communication with the control
apparatus 180 by way of a communication channel 571,
which can be wired or wireless. For example, a driving
signal is provided from the optical apparatus 130 (via the
control apparatus 180) to the drive actuator 570 by way of
the communication channel 571. The drive actuator 570
causes the optical device 551 to be driven, that is, to be
modified, moved, or changed so that the optical device 551
is changed among a set of discrete states. For example, the
optical device 551 can be driven to move continuously along
a path, and while moving along the path, the optical device
551 can come to rest at or pass through a set of discrete
positions or locations. Each discrete position corresponds to
a discrete state of the spectral feature adjuster 105. At each
discrete position, the optical device 551 interacts with the
pre-cursor light beam 595 so that the optical device 551
selects a particular pre-set, targeted, or desired spectral
feature of the pre-cursor light beam 595 at each discrete
position.

[0111] The control apparatus 180 is in communication
with the optical source 150 by way of a communication
channel 582, which can be wired or wireless. A control
signal can be provided from the control apparatus 180 to the
optical source 150 along the communication channel 582 to
control the production of the pulses of the amplified light
beam 110 produced by the optical source 150.

[0112] Referring to FIG. 6A, an implementation of a
spectral feature adjuster 605 including at least one optical
device is shown. In this implementation, the spectral feature
adjuster 605 includes a set of refractive optical elements or
prisms 650, 651, 652, 653 and a diffractive optical element
or grating 655. Any one or more of the prisms and the
grating can be used to adjust a wavelength of the pre-cursor
light beam 595 and any one or more of the prisms and the
grating can be used to adjust a bandwidth of the pre-cursor
light beam 595. The prisms and grating can be configured to
provide a coarse control for one or more spectral features,
which means that the changes to the spectral features are of
a relatively larger step and take place in a relatively slower
time frame. The prisms and grating can be configured to
provide a fine control for one or more spectral features,
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which means that the changes to the spectral features are of
a relatively smaller step and take place in a relatively faster
time frame.

[0113] Each of the prisms is a transmissive prism that acts
to disperse and redirect the pre-cursor light beam 595 as it
passes through the body of the prism. Each of the prisms can
be made of a material (such as, for example, calcium
fluoride) that permits the transmission of light having the
wavelength of the pre-cursor light beam 595. Moreover,
although four prisms are shown, it is possible for fewer than
four or more than four to be used in the spectral feature
adjuster 605.

[0114] The grating 655 can be a reflective grating that is
designed to disperse and reflect the pre-cursor light beam
595; accordingly, the grating 655 is made of a material that
is suitable for interacting with the pre-cursor light beam 595
having a wavelength in the DUV range. The grating 655 can
be a high blaze angle Echelle grating, and the pre-cursor
light beam 595 incident on the grating 655 at any angle of
incidence that satisfies a grating equation will be reflected
(diffracted). The grating equation provides the relationship
between the spectral order of the grating 655, the wave-
length of the diffracted light beam, the angle of incidence of
the pre-cursor light beam onto the grating 655, the angle of
exit of the pre-cursor light beam diffracted off the grating
655, the vertical divergence of the pre-cursor light beam
incident onto the grating 655, and the groove spacing of the
diffractive surface of the grating 655. Moreover, if the
grating 655 is used such that the angle of incidence of the
pre-cursor light beam 595 onto the grating 655 is equal to the
angle of exit of the pre-cursor light beam 595 from the
grating 655, then the grating 655 and set of prisms 650, 651,
652, 653 are arranged in a Littrow configuration and the
wavelength of the pre-cursor light beam 595 from the
grating 655 is the Littrow wavelength.

[0115] The wavelength of the pre-cursor light beam 595
can be adjusted by changing an angle of incidence at which
the pre-cursor light beam 595 impinges upon a diffractive
surface 656 of the grating 655. The bandwidth of the
pre-cursor light beam 595 can be adjusted by changing the
optical magnification of the pre-cursor light beam 595. The
rotation of any one of the prisms 650, 651, 652, 653 impacts
one or more of this angle of incidence and the optical
magnification. In particular, with reference to FIG. 6B, the
rotation of a particular prism P (which can be any one of 650,
651, 652, 653) changes the angle of incidence at which the
pre-cursor light beam 595 impinges upon the entrance
surface H(P) of that rotated prism P. Moreover, two optical
qualities that are local to that rotated prism P are functions
of the angle of incidence at which the pre-cursor light beam
595 impinges upon the entrance surface of that rotated prism
P. These two local optical qualities are the local optical
magnification OM(P) and the local beam refraction angle
d(P). The optical magnification OM(P) of the pre-cursor
light beam 595 through the prism P is the ratio of a
transverse width Wo(P) of the pre-cursor light beam 595
exiting that prism P to a transverse width Wi(P) of the
pre-cursor light beam 595 entering that prism P. A change in
the local optical magnification OM(P) of the pre-cursor light
beam 595 at one or more of the prisms 650, 651, 652, 653
causes an overall change in the optical magnification of the
pre-cursor light beam 595, which causes a change in the
bandwidth of the pre-cursor light beam 595. And, a change
in the local beam refraction angle 3(P) through one or more
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of'the prisms 650, 651, 652, 653 causes an overall change in
the angle of incidence of the pre-cursor light beam 595 on
the surface 656 of the grating 655.

[0116] Because the rotation of a particular prism P causes
a change in both the local beam refraction angle 3(P) and the
local optical magnification OM(P) at that prism P, the
control of wavelength and the control of the bandwidth is
coupled in this design. Nevertheless, the rotation of a
particular prism may have a greater impact on the control of
a particular spectral feature than the rotation of another
prism.

[0117] For example, in one implementation, the prism 651
is rotated about its prism axis (which is parallel with the Z
axis) to change the wavelength of the pre-cursor light beam
595. In this implementation, the prism 651 can be consid-
ered as the optical device 551 that interacts with the pre-
cursor light beam 595. A drive actuator 670 is physically
coupled to the prism 651 and also in communication with the
control apparatus 180 within the optical apparatus 130.
[0118] The drive actuator 670 is a mechanical device for
moving (for example, translating or rotating) and controlling
the position and/or orientation of the prism 651. The drive
actuator 670 receives energy from the control apparatus 180
and converts that energy into some kind of motion that is
imparted to the prism 651. For example, the drive actuator
670 can be a force device or a rotation stage. The drive
actuator 670 can include, for example, a motor such as a
stepper motor, valves, pressure-controlled devices, piezo-
electric devices, linear motors, hydraulic actuators, or voice
coils.

[0119] Referring to the example of FIGS. 7A and 7B, the
prism 651 is driven by the drive actuator 670 among a set of
discrete positions by being rotated about its prism axis PA
(which is along the Z direction in FIGS. 6A, 6B, 7A, and 7B)
to a set of discrete angles. In this particular example, in FIG.
7A, the prism 651 is positioned at a first local beam
refraction angle 3(1). At the first local beam refraction angle
3(1), the pre-cursor light beam 595 impinges upon the
surface 656 of the grating 655 at a first angle of incidence
0(1). In FIG. 7A, only the center line of the pre-cursor light
beam 595 is shown for clarity. At this first angle of incidence
0(1), the grating 655 diffracts and reflects a first wavelength
of the pre-cursor light beam 595. In FIG. 7B, the prism 651
has been rotated about the prism axis PA to a second local
beam refraction angle (2). At the second local beam refrac-
tion angle §(2), the pre-cursor light beam 595 impinges upon
the surface 656 of the grating 655 at a second angle of
incidence 6(2). In FIG. 7B, only the center line of the
pre-cursor light beam 595 is shown for clarity. At this second
angle of incidence 6(2), the grating 655 diffracts and reflects
a second wavelength of the pre-cursor light beam 595. As
noted above, rotation of the prism 651 can also affect the
bandwidth of the pre-cursor light beam 595. If this happens,
then it may be that the bandwidth is affected by an insig-
nificant amount, or another prism (such as prism 650, 652,
653) is rotated to offset the change in the bandwidth.

[0120] Referring to FIG. 8, in some implementations, the
optical source 150 is a pulsed laser optical source 850 that
produces a pulsed laser beam as the amplified light beam
110. The optical source 850 is a two-stage system that
includes a first gas discharge stage and a second gas dis-
charge stage. The first discharge stage includes a first gas
discharge chamber housing an energy source and containing
a gas mixture that includes a first gain medium. the second
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gas discharge stage includes a second gas discharge chamber
housing an energy source and containing a gas mixture that
includes a second gain medium.

[0121] The first gas discharge stage includes a master
oscillator (MO) 800 and the second gas discharge stage
includes a power amplifier (PA) 810. The MO 800 provides
a seed light beam 895 to the PA 810. The master oscillator
800 typically includes a gain medium in which amplification
occurs and an optical feedback mechanism such as an
optical resonator. The power amplifier 810 typically
includes a gain medium in which amplification occurs when
seeded with the seed laser beam from the master oscillator
800. If the power amplifier 810 is designed as a regenerative
ring resonator then it is described as a power ring amplifier
(PRA) and in this case, enough optical feedback can be
provided from the ring design. The spectral feature adjuster
105 receives the pre-cursor light beam 595 from the master
oscillator 800 to enable fine tuning of spectral parameters
such as the center wavelength and the bandwidth of the light
beam 895 at relatively low output pulse energies. The power
amplifier 810 receives the light beam 895 from the master
oscillator 800 and amplifies this output to attain the neces-
sary power for output to use in photolithography by the
lithography exposure apparatus 135.

[0122] The master oscillator 800 includes a discharge
chamber having two elongated electrodes, a laser gas that
serves as the gain medium, and a fan circulating the gas
between the electrodes. A laser resonator is formed between
the spectral feature adjuster 105 on one side of the discharge
chamber, and an output coupler 815 on a second side of the
discharge chamber to output the seed light beam 895 to the
power amplifier 810.

[0123] The optical source 850 can also include a line
center analysis module (LAM) 820 that receives an output
from the output coupler 815, and one or more beam modi-
fication optical systems 825 that modify the size and/or
shape of the beam as needed. The line center analysis
module 820 is an example of one type of measurement
system that can be used to measure the wavelength (for
example, the center wavelength) of the seed light beam 895.
Another measurement system that can be included in the
optical source 850 is a bandwidth analysis module (not
shown in FIG. 8), which is configured to measure or estimate
a bandwidth of amplified light beam 110.

[0124] The power amplifier 810 includes a power ampli-
fier discharge chamber, and if it is a regenerative ring
amplifier, the power amplifier also includes a beam reflector
or beam turning device 830 that reflects the light beam back
into the discharge chamber to form a circulating path. The
power amplifier discharge chamber includes a pair of elon-
gated electrodes, a laser gas that serves as the gain medium,
and a fan for circulating the gas between the electrodes. The
seed light beam 895 is amplified by repeatedly passing
through the power amplifier 810. The beam modification
optical system 825 provides a way (for example, a partially-
reflecting mirror) to in-couple the seed light beam 895 and
to out-couple a portion of the amplified radiation from the
power amplifier to form the amplified light beam 110.

[0125] The laser gas used in the discharge chambers of the
master oscillator 800 and the power amplifier 810 can be any
suitable gas for producing a laser beam around the required
wavelengths and bandwidth. For example, the laser gas can
be argon fluoride (ArF), which emits light at a wavelength
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of about 193 nm, or krypton fluoride (KrF), which emits
light at a wavelength of about 248 nm.

[0126] The line center analysis module 820 monitors the
wavelength of the output (the seed light beam 895) of the
master oscillator 800. The line center analysis module 820
can be placed at other locations within the optical source
850, or it can be placed at the output of the optical source
850.

[0127] In general, the control apparatus 180 includes one
or more of digital electronic circuitry, computer hardware,
firmware, and software. The control apparatus 180 includes
memory, which can be read-only memory and/or random-
access memory. Storage devices suitable for tangibly
embodying computer program instructions and data include
all forms of non-volatile memory, including, by way of
example, semiconductor memory devices, such as EPROM,
EEPROM, and flash memory devices; magnetic disks such
as internal hard disks and removable disks; magneto-optical
disks; and CD-ROM disks. The control apparatus 180 can
also include one or more input devices (such as a keyboard,
touch screen, microphone, mouse, hand-held input device,
etc.) and one or more output devices (such as a speaker or
a monitor).

[0128] The control apparatus 180 includes one or more
programmable processors, and one or more computer pro-
gram products tangibly embodied in a machine-readable
storage device for execution by a programmable processor.
The one or more programmable processors can each execute
a program of instructions to perform desired functions by
operating on input data and generating appropriate output.
Generally, the processor receives instructions and data from
memory. Any of the foregoing may be supplemented by, or
incorporated in, specially designed ASICs (application-spe-
cific integrated circuits).

[0129] The control apparatus 180 includes a set of mod-
ules, with each module including a set of computer program
products executed by one or more processors such as the
processors. Moreover, any of the modules can access data
stored within the memory. Each module can be in commu-
nication with a dedicated other component of the apparatus
100 (for example, the optical source 150, the interface 145,
the spectral feature adjuster 105, or the lithography exposure
apparatus 135). Each module can receive data from the other
component and then analyze such data as needed. Each
module can be in communication with one or more other
modules.

[0130] Although the control apparatus 180 is represented
as a box (in which all of its components can be co-located),
it is possible for the control apparatus 180 to be made up of
components that are physically remote from each other. For
example, a particular module can be physically co-located
with the optical source 150 or a particular module can be
physically co-located with the spectral feature adjuster 105.

[0131] In general, the control apparatus 180 can perform
functions not discussed herein. For example, the control
apparatus 180 can receive at least some information about
the amplified light beam 110 from a measurement system
(not shown) in the optical apparatus 130, and an internal
spectral feature analysis module performs an analysis on the
information to determine how to adjust one or more spectral
features (for example, the bandwidth) of the amplified light
beam 110 supplied to the lithography exposure apparatus
135. Based on this determination, the control apparatus 180
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sends signals to the spectral feature adjuster 105 and/or the
optical source 150 to control operation of the optical source
150.

[0132] Referring to FIG. 9, a timing diagram 900A shows
one implementation of how the apparatus 100 operates
during the production of a burst 120 of pulses 115 and a
block diagram of the apparatus 100 is shown in connection
with a discussion of the timing diagram 900A. The timing
diagram 900A only shows 16 pulses 915 of the amplified
light beam 110. Nevertheless, the burst 120 can include
fewer or greater than 16 pulses and the signals shown in FIG.
9 can extend in time beyond what is shown in FIG. 9. In this
implementation, the information H provided from the lithog-
raphy exposure apparatus 135 to the interface 145 (and
conveyed to the control apparatus 180) includes a trigger
signal 906. The trigger signal 906 is in the form of a train of
electrical pulses 907, with adjacent electrical pulses 907
being separated in time tp by a generally constant spacing
that is inversely proportional to the desired pulse repetition
rate Rp of the amplified light beam 110. Each electrical pulse
907 instructs the optical apparatus 130 (via the control
apparatus 180) to produce one pulse 915 of the amplified
light beam 110 and the separation in time between adjacent
pulses 915 in the pulse train 911 is T (which is correlated
with, or equal to, the separation time tp). In this way, the
amplified light beam 110 is produced with the pulse repeti-
tion Rp defined by 1/t.

[0133] In the implementation of FIG. 9, a driving signal
917 is provided from the optical apparatus 130 (via the
control apparatus 180) to the spectral feature adjuster 105 by
way of the communication channel 971. The actual state of
the spectral feature adjuster 105 (which changes based on
the driving signal 917) is represented by the waveform 918.
The shape of the driving signal 917 is defined by a set of
parameters. In this implementation, the driving signal 917
has a continuous sinusoidal (and therefore, periodic) shape
that drives the spectral feature adjuster 105 between its two
discrete states 918a and 9185, which are targeted or desired
by the lithography exposure apparatus 135. Moreover, in this
implementation, each time a pulse 915 in the burst is
produced, the spectral feature adjuster 105 is in one of its
discrete states 918a or 9185. In FIG. 9, there is an assump-
tion that the spectral feature adjuster 105 has already
reached a steady state and that the timing between the
spectral feature adjuster 105 and the production of the pulses
915 is synchronized. Thus, at the discrete state 918a, the
spectral feature adjuster 105 selects a discrete value of the
spectral feature (for example, wavelength Aa) of the pulse
915 that is produced at that time. And, at the discrete state
9185, the spectral feature adjuster 105 selects a discrete
value of the spectral feature (for example, wavelength kb) of
the pulse 915 that is produced at that time. For example, if
the spectral feature adjuster 105 is designed as shown in
FIGS. 6 A-7B, then the spectral feature adjuster 605 includes
a prism 651 that can be rotated between two distinct, and in
this example, extreme, states about its prism axis PA. And,
while in a first state (such as shown in FIG. 7A), the prism
651 is positioned at the first local beam refraction angle 8(1)
while in a second state (such as shown in FIG. 7B), the prism
651 is positioned at the second local beam refraction angle
3.

[0134] Referring to FIG. 10, a timing diagram 900B shows
one implementation of how the apparatus 100 operates in
between the production of bursts 120 of pulses 115. Addi-
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tionally, a block diagram of the apparatus 100 is shown in
connection with a discussion of the timing diagram 900B.
The timing diagram 900B shows only two pulses 915 of the
amplified light beam 110 on either side of the region B (the
inter-burst interval). The inter-burst interval can last longer
or shorter than what is shown in FIG. 10, and the signals that
are shown can extend in time beyond what is shown in FIG.
10. In this implementation, during the inter-burst interval,
the electrical pulses 907 of the trigger signal 906 provided
by the lithography exposure apparatus 135 to the interface
145 are halted (or stopped) so as to halt the production of the
pulses 115 from the optical apparatus 130.

[0135] Nevertheless, even though there are no electrical
pulses 907 provided to the interface 145, the optical appa-
ratus 130 (via the control apparatus 180) continues to drive
the spectral feature adjuster 105 according to the driving
signal 917, which is defined by the set of parameters. By
driving the spectral feature adjuster 105 during the inter-
burst interval, the spectral feature adjuster 105 continues to
be driven in a steady-state mode. There is no time during
which the spectral feature adjuster 105 must transition from
a resting mode (in which the spectral feature adjuster 105 is
resting or immobile such as at time 0 in FIG. 2A) to the
steady-state mode (such as at time t(ss) in FIG. 2A). As
discussed above with respect to FIG. 2A, a transition from
a resting mode to the steady-state mode results in a sudden
change in voltage or load on the entire system that includes
the spectral feature adjuster 105 and the control apparatus
180, and this causes unwanted transients to occur.

[0136] By driving the spectral feature adjuster 105 during
the inter-burst interval, there is no time during which the
spectral feature adjuster 105 must transition from a resting
mode (in which the spectral feature adjuster 105 is resting or
immobile) to the steady-state mode, and thus these
unwanted transients are avoided. In effect, the spectral
feature adjuster 105 is always controlled or operated at a
steady state.

[0137] While not discussed in detail herein, transients can
still occur each time the lithography exposure apparatus 135
requests a change in the pulse repetition rate Rp, because in
this situation, the frequency of the driving signal 917 to the
spectral feature adjuster 105 may need to be changed.
[0138] In some implementations, during the inter-burst
interval, the optical apparatus 130 (via the control apparatus
180) continues to drive the spectral feature adjuster 105 in
a manner that is related to information H received from the
lithography exposure apparatus 135.

[0139] Moreover, unlike what is shown in FIG. 2A, the
implementation of FIG. 10 ensures that the spectral feature
adjuster 105 is in one of the discrete states 918a or 9185 that
corresponds to a discrete value of the spectral feature of the
amplified light beam 110 when a pulse 915 in the next burst
is produced. To put it another way, the apparatus 100 ensures
that the pulse 915 that is fired after an inter-burst interval has
a spectral feature (for example, wavelength) that is desired
by the lithography exposure apparatus 135. There are dif-
ferent ways in which the apparatus 100 can ensure that the
pulse 915 that is fired after an inter-burst interval has a
spectral feature (for example, wavelength) that is desired by
the lithography exposure apparatus 135. These different
ways are discussed next. It is possible for the apparatus 100
to implement two or more of the ways at any one moment
or within an inter-burst interval in order to ensure that the
pulse 915 that is fired after an inter-burst interval has a
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spectral feature (for example, wavelength) that is desired by
the lithography exposure apparatus 135. Thus, it is possible
that one of the ways discussed below is not enough to ensure
that this condition happens but the combination of two of the
ways is enough.

[0140] Referring to FIG. 11, in one implementation, the
spectral feature adjuster 105 is driven during the inter-burst
interval (in between the production of bursts of pulses 915)
at a frequency o that is correlated with the pulse repetition
rate Rp that is desired by and set by the lithography exposure
apparatus 135. FIG. 11 shows a timing diagram 1100B that
represents an implementation of how the apparatus 100
operates in between the production of bursts 120 of pulses
115 and also a corresponding block diagram of the apparatus
100 that relates to the timing diagram 1100B. The pulse
repetition rate Rp is a part of the information H provided to
the interface 145 and is equal to 1/t (which is the time
between the pulses 915). Thus, the frequency w of the
sinusoidal driving signal 1117 is such that there is a corre-
lation between the frequency w and the pulse repetition rate
Rp: corr (w, Rp). For example, as shown in FIG. 11, the
frequency w of the sinusoidal driving signal 1117 is one half
of the pulse repetition rate Rp. The frequency w is 1/k,
where K is the period of the sinusoidal driving signal 1117.
In this example, the period K of the sinusoidal driving signal
1117 is twice the time T between the pulses 915.

[0141] Even though the spectral feature adjuster 105 is
driven at a frequency o that is correlated with the pulse
repetition rate Rp, it is still possible for there to be a
mismatch in time between the production of the pulse 915 in
the next burst of pulses that follows the inter-burst time
interval T and the moment at which the spectral feature
adjuster 105 reaches one of the discrete states 918a or 9185.
This mismatch is shown in FIG. 11. The reason that this
mismatch is still possible is that the optical apparatus 130
may not be able to predict or does not know when the
lithography exposure apparatus 135 will send another elec-
trical pulse 907 in the trigger signal 906 to the interface 145.
To put it another way, the optical apparatus 130 does not
know the duration of the trigger inter-burst time interval T;.
Because of this, the optical apparatus 130 would be unable
to properly synchronize the moment at which the spectral
feature adjuster 105 reaches one of the discrete states 918a
or 9185 with the moment that a pulse 915 in the next burst
is produced.

[0142] Referring to FIG. 12, an implementation of a
timing diagram 1200B is shown along with a block diagram
of the apparatus 100 that corresponds to the timing diagram
1200B. In this implementation, the mismatch in time
between the pulse 915 in the next burst of pulses that follows
the inter-burst time interval T and the moment at which the
spectral feature adjuster 105 reaches one of the discrete
states 918a or 9185 is removed. In this implementation, the
trigger inter-burst time interval T, and therefore the inter-
burst time interval T, is adjusted so that the inter-burst time
interval T is an integer multiple of the time interval <
between pulses 915 at the current pulse repetition rate Rp.
That is, T=txi, where i is an integer.

[0143] In the implementation of FIG. 11, a change in
operation of the control apparatus 180 is needed in order to
change how the spectral feature adjuster 105 is driven during
the inter-burst interval. By contrast, in the implementation of
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FIG. 12, a change in operation of the lithography exposure
apparatus 135 is needed in order to change the trigger
inter-burst time interval T;.

[0144] While FIG. 12 shows the inter-burst time interval ©
as corresponding to a time interval between the production
of'the last pulse in the last burst and the first pulse in the next
burst, it is possible for the inter-burst time interval to
correspond to a time interval based on other pulses in the
respective last burst and the next burst. For example, the
inter-burst time interval T could correspond to a time interval
between the production of the laser pulse (such as pulse
115_12A of burst 120A in FIG. 2A) and a pulse that follows
the first pulse of the next burst (such as a pulse that follows
the pulse 115_1C of burst 120C in FIG. 2A).

[0145] Referring to FIG. 13, an implementation of a
timing diagram 1300B is shown along with a block diagram
of the apparatus 100 that corresponds to the timing diagram
1300B. The mismatch in time between the pulse 915 in the
next burst of pulses that follows the inter-burst time interval
T and the moment at which the spectral feature adjuster 105
reaches one of the discrete states 918a or 9185 is removed.
[0146] In this implementation, the information H from
lithography exposure apparatus 135 includes an indication
1309 about the time at which the lithography exposure
apparatus 135 will send the first electrical trigger pulse
907_1C of the next burst of pulses to the interface 145. The
indication 1309 is received by the control apparatus 180 in
advance of the first electrical pulse 907_1C. With this
additional information (the indication 1309), and assuming
there is enough time between the indication 1309 and the
first electrical trigger pulse 907_1C, the control apparatus
180 can determine if there would be a mismatch in time
between the production of the pulse 915_1C in the next burst
of pulses and the time at which the spectral feature adjuster
105 is in one of the discrete states 918a or 9185 in the case
that the driving signal 1317 provided to the spectral feature
adjuster 105 is not modified. If the control apparatus 180
determines (based on the receipt of the indication 1309) that
there would be a mismatch in time between the production
of the pulse 915_1C in the next burst of pulses and the time
at which the spectral feature adjuster 105 is in one of the
discrete states 918a or 9185, then the control apparatus 180
can adjust the driving signal 1317 to the spectral feature
adjuster 105. For example, the control apparatus 180 can
adjust the driving signal 1317 by modifying one or more of
the parameters P associated with the driving signal 1317, and
such modification can account for the information provided
by the lithography exposure apparatus 135. For example, if
the driving signal 1317 is a sinusoidal waveform D, then it
is generally governed by a set of parameters such as a phase
(¢) and the frequency w of the driving signal 1317 as
follows:

D=4 sin(2nwt+¢), where ¢ is a time.

The phase ¢ of the driving signal 1317 is the initial phase,
which in the equation above is given in radians and corre-
sponds to the position of the waveform D at an initial point
in time. It can be referred to as a phase offset, phase shift, or
phase factor. An instantaneous phase of the waveform D is
given by wt+¢.

[0147] Thus, the control apparatus 180 can modify the
frequency w of the driving signal 1317, the phase ¢ of the
driving signal 1317 or both the frequency w and the phase
¢ of the driving signal 1317. In the implementation shown
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in FIG. 13, the parameters (such as the frequency w) of the
driving signal 1317 are modified in region dR. Additionally,
if, in the region dR the frequency w is modified, then it
would be necessary to change the frequency o back to be
correlated with the pulse repetition rate Rp at the start of the
next burst so that the driving signal 1317 can remain
synchronized with the production of the pulses 915. The
modification of the driving signal 1317 changes how the
spectral feature adjuster 105 is driven as shown by changing
the frequency and/or phase of the waveform 918.

[0148] The time delay 1329 between the receipt of the
indication 1309 and the receipt of the electrical trigger pulse
907_1C is large enough to enable the control apparatus 180
to have enough time to modify the one or more parameters
of'the driving signal 1317 so that the spectral feature adjuster
105 is in one of the discrete states when the pulse 915 in the
burst is produced. For example, the time delay 1329 can be
about 25-35 milliseconds (ms).

[0149] Referring to FIG. 14, another implementation of a
timing diagram 1400B is shown along with a block diagram
of the apparatus 100 that corresponds to the timing diagram
1400B. The mismatch in time between the pulse 1415 in the
next burst of pulses that follows the inter-burst time interval
T and the moment at which the spectral feature adjuster 105
reaches one of the discrete states 918a or 9185 is removed
by adjusting aspects of a control signal 1481 provided to the
optical source 150 to control the production of the pulses
1415 in the pulse train 1411. In this implementation, the
control apparatus 180 drives the spectral feature adjuster 105
according to one or more fixed parameters P and these fixed
parameters P do not need to be modified in this implemen-
tation.

[0150] The control apparatus 180 receives a request from
the lithography exposure apparatus 135 (via the interface
145, which receives the information H) to produce the next
burst of pulses 1415. The request is in the form of the first
trigger pulse 1407_1 following the trigger inter-burst time
interval T;. As discussed above, in normal operation, the
optical apparatus 130 produces the pulse 1415_1 after the
time delay t1 following the receipt of the trigger pulse
1407_1. This time delay t1 is inherent in the design of the
optical apparatus 130 because the optical apparatus 130
requires some amount of time to react to the trigger pulse
1407_1. For example, the control apparatus 180 processes
(receives and analyzes) the trigger pulse 1407_1, and then
provides a signal to the optical source 150 to produce the
pulse 1415_1. The time it takes between the receipt of the
trigger pulse 1407_1 and the production of the pulse 1415_1
of the amplified light beam 110 corresponds to this time
delay t1.

[0151] In this implementation, however, instead of the
control apparatus 180 providing an instruction in the control
signal 1481 to the optical source 150 to produce the pulse
1415_1 in the next burst of pulses (as it would normally do)
as soon as the control apparatus 180 receives the trigger
pulse 1407_1, the control apparatus 180 provides an instruc-
tion in the control signal 1481 to delay, for a period of time
Err greater than zero, the production of the pulse 1415_1 in
the next burst of pulses 1415 relative to the receipt of the
request (the trigger pulse 1407_1) from the lithography
exposure apparatus 135. The control apparatus 180 deter-
mines the value of the delay Err that would ensure that the
spectral feature adjuster 105 can be driven to one of the
discrete states 918a or 9185 when the pulse 1415 in the next
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burst of pulses is produced. The total time between the
receipt of the trigger pulse 1407_1 and the production of the
pulse 1415_1 is therefore t1+dt.

[0152] Referring to FIG. 15, an implementation of a
timing diagram 1500B is shown along with a block diagram
of the apparatus 100 that corresponds to the timing diagram
1500B. The mismatch in time between the pulse 915 in the
next burst of pulses that follows the inter-burst time interval
T and the moment at which the spectral feature adjuster 105
reaches one of the discrete states 918a or 9185 is removed.
In this implementation, the optical apparatus 130, via the
control apparatus 180 and the interface 145, sends a signal
1508 to the lithography exposure apparatus 135. The signal
1508 sent to the lithography exposure apparatus 135
includes information related to how the spectral feature
adjuster 105 is being driven during the inter-burst time
interval. In this way, the lithography exposure apparatus 135
can adjust a trigger signal 1506 in a manner that ensures that
the time at which the pulse 915 in the next burst of pulses
that follows the inter-burst time interval is produced is
synchronized with the moment at which the spectral feature
adjuster 105 reaches one of the discrete states 9184 or 9185.
For example, as shown, the trigger signal 1506 is adjusted to
delay the first electrical pulse in the next burst after the
trigger inter-burst time interval T; by an amount dt, and this
delay dt propagates to the time at which the first pulse in the
next burst of pulses is produced. Thus, the inter-burst time
interval T is increased by dt.

[0153] As discussed above with reference to FIG. 9, the
frequency w of the sinusoidal driving signal 917 is one half
of the pulse repetition rate Rp, as shown in the timing
diagram 900A. Referring to FIG. 16, in other implementa-
tions, the frequency w of the sinusoidal driving signal 1617
is one fourth of the pulse repetition rate Rp, as shown in the
timing diagram 1600A. The frequency w is 1/, where K is
the period of the sinusoidal driving signal 1617, and thus, the
period x of the sinusoidal driving signal 1617 is four times
the time T between the pulses 915. The spectral feature
adjuster 105 passes through two intermediate, but distinct
and desired states 1618a and 16185 as it travels between two
extreme states. Each of these intermediates states 1618a,
16185 corresponds to a respective distinct wavelength Aa'
and Ab'. In this implementation, adjacent and consecutive
pulses 915 have the wavelength Aa' and the next two
adjacent and consecutive pulses 915 have the wavelength
Ab' and this pattern repeats until the next inter-burst time
interval or until the control apparatus 180 changes the
driving signal 1617.

[0154] As mentioned above, the waveform of the driving
signal 217, 917 can be different from a triangular or a
sinusoidal shape and other waveforms are possible. The
shape of the waveform of the driving signal 217, 917
impacts the shape of the waveform (such as 218 or 918) of
the spectral feature adjuster 105. For example, other possible
implementations of the waveform 1717A, 1717B, 1717C,
and 1717D are shown, respectively, in FIGS. 17A, 17B,
17C, and 17D of the driving signal supplied to the spectral
feature adjuster 105.

[0155] Referring to FIG. 18, a procedure 1800 is per-
formed by the apparatus 100 for ensuring that each pulse 115
directed to the lithography exposure apparatus 135 and
produced after an inter-burst gap 125 has a desired spectral
feature (wavelength) from among a set of discrete and
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desired spectral features. Reference is also made to FIGS.
1-16 when discussing the steps of the procedure 1800.

[0156] The procedure 1800 includes producing the burst
of pulses of an amplified light beam at a pulse repetition rate
Rp (1805) and directing the pulses to the lithography expo-
sure apparatus (1810). For example, the pulses 115 of the
burst 120 are produced and directed to the lithography
exposure apparatus 135, as shown in FIG. 1.

[0157] While producing the pulse burst 120, the spectral
feature adjuster 105 is driven among the set of discrete states
at a frequency correlated with the pulse repetition rate Rp
(1815). For example, the control apparatus 180 sends a
driving signal 217 to the spectral feature adjuster 105 to
drive the spectral feature between discrete states 218a and
218b, as shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B, and the frequency w of
the driving signal 217 is correlated with the pulse repetition
rate Rp of the pulse train 211. Each discrete state (such as
discrete states 218a and 218b) corresponds to a discrete
value of the spectral feature (for example, wavelength) of
the amplified light beam 110 out of a plurality of pre-set
discrete values of the spectral feature. In this way, each time
a pulse 115 in the burst 120 is produced, the spectral feature
adjuster 105 exists in one of the discrete states and the
amplified light beam pulse 115 has a spectral feature that
corresponds to that discrete state. For example, when the
spectral feature adjuster 105 is in the state 9184, the wave-
length of the pulse 915 is Aa and when the spectral feature
adjuster 105 is in the state 9185, the wavelength of the pulse
915 is kb, as shown in FIG. 9.

[0158] In between the production of the bursts of pulses
and while no pulses are being produced, the spectral feature
adjuster 105 is driven in a manner that is related to infor-
mation received from the lithography exposure apparatus
(1820). For example, as shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the
control apparatus 180 continues to drive spectral feature
adjuster 105 with the driving signal 217 even during the
inter-burst time interval T, that is, between the production of
the burst 120A and the burst 120C. The driving signal 217
has properties that are determined based on the information
H received from the lithography exposure apparatus 135.

[0159] The procedure 1800 ensures that the spectral fea-
ture adjuster 105 is in one of the discrete states that corre-
sponds to a discrete value of the spectral feature of the
amplified light beam when a pulse in the next burst (fol-
lowing this inter-burst time interval T) is produced (1825).
For example, the apparatus 100 ensures that the spectral
feature adjuster 105 is in one of the states 218a or 2185 when
one of the pulses 115_iC in the next burst 120C is produced.
As discussed above and with reference to FIGS. 9-16, there
are different implementations to ensure that the spectral
feature adjuster 105 is in one of the discrete states that
corresponds to a discrete value of the spectral feature of the
amplified light beam 110 when a pulse 115 in the next burst
120 (following this inter-burst time interval T) is produced
(1825). Any one or more of these implementations can be
utilized.

[0160] Referring to FIGS. 19A-19D, a set of respective
graphs are shown for simulating the operation of the appa-
ratus 100 and the procedure 1800. FIGS. 19A-19D each
show a graph of the operation of the spectral feature adjuster
105 (in arbitrary units) versus time over six bursts of pulses
(and five inter-burst gaps). Moreover, the graphs begin at a
time at which the spectral feature adjuster 105 is in a rest
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state. Thus, the spectral feature adjuster 105 begins each
simulation in a transition or intermediate operation in which
it suffers from transients.

[0161] The gray waveform in each graph represents actual
position or state of the spectral feature adjuster 105, and this
is represented in terms of the actual spectral feature (since
each state corresponds to a specific spectral feature of a light
beam that interacts with the spectral feature adjuster 105
while it is in that state). The gray waveform therefore
corresponds to the waveform 218 or 918. Each targeted
discrete state of the spectral feature adjuster 105 is repre-
sented by state 19184 and 19185. The dots on each graph
indicate an instance at which a pulse 115 is produced and
directed toward the lithography exposure apparatus 135.
These simulations are performed for the implementations
described in FIGS. 9-12, and in which the frequency w of the
sinusoidal driving signal 917 is one half of the pulse
repetition rate Rp. The simulations are performed at the start
of a burst after an inter-burst time interval T and at the start
of performing the procedure 1800.

[0162] The location of the dot along the vertical axis (the
spectral feature axis) indicates the location at which the
pulse at that time (along the horizontal or time axis) samples
the spectral feature. This location corresponds to the value of
the spectral feature for the produced pulse that is sent to the
lithography exposure apparatus 135.

[0163] In FIG. 19A, the operation of the apparatus 100 is
simulated after performing only steps 1805-1815 of the
procedure 1800 but without performing steps 1820 and
1825. As evident, the pulses 115 rarely coincide with the
desired spectral features 1918a and 19185, and thus, the
pulses 115 directed to the lithography exposure apparatus
135 would not have the desired spectral feature for pattern-
ing of the substrate.

[0164] In FIG. 19B, the operation of the apparatus 100 is
simulated while the apparatus 100 operates as shown in FIG.
11. In this case, the driving signal 1117 supplied to the
spectral feature adjuster 105 has a frequency o that is
correlated with the pulse repetition rate Rp. It can be seen
that there is some improvement in the results, but it is not as
good as FIG. 19D.

[0165] In FIG. 19C, the operation of the apparatus 100 is
simulated while the apparatus 100 operates as shown in FIG.
12 but it does not operate as shown in FIG. 11. In this case,
the driving signal 1117 supplied to the spectral feature
adjuster 105 has a frequency o that is not necessarily
correlated with the pulse repetition rate Rp. However, the
inter-burst time interval T is set to be an integer multiple of
the time interval T between pulses 915. It can be seen that
there is some improvement in the results, but it is not as good
as FIG. 19D.

[0166] In FIG. 19D, the operation of the apparatus 100 is
simulated after performing all of the steps of FIG. 18. In this
case, it is ensured that the spectral feature adjuster 105 is in
one of the discrete states 1918a or 19185 when a pulse in the
next burst is produced. The apparatus 100 operates as shown
in FIGS. 9 and 10, and it also operates using both of the
techniques described in FIGS. 11 and 12.

[0167] FIGS. 20A-20D show the respective portions 20A,
20B, 20C, and 20D of the graphs of FIGS. 19A-19D. Details
of the waveforms are more evident in FIGS. 20A-20D.
[0168] Referring to FIG. 21, in another implementation, a
procedure 2100 is performed by the apparatus 100 (for
example, under control of the control apparatus 180) for
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ensuring that each pulse 115 directed to the lithography
exposure apparatus 135 and produced after an inter-burst
gap 125 has a desired spectral feature (wavelength) from
among a set of discrete and desired spectral features. Ref-
erence is also made to FIGS. 1-16 when discussing the steps
of the procedure 2100.

[0169] The procedure 2100 includes the control apparatus
180 instructing the optical source 150 to produce the burst
of pulses of the amplified light beam 110 at the pulse
repetition rate Rp (2105). The pulses are directed to the
lithography exposure apparatus (2110). For example, the
pulses 115 of the burst 120 are produced and directed to the
lithography exposure apparatus 135, as shown in FIG. 1.
[0170] While producing the pulse burst 120, the spectral
feature adjuster 105 is driven among the set of discrete states
at a frequency correlated with the pulse repetition rate Rp
(2115). For example, the control apparatus 180 sends a
driving signal 217 to the spectral feature adjuster 105 to
drive the spectral feature between discrete states 218a and
218b, as shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B, and the frequency w of
the driving signal 217 is correlated with the pulse repetition
rate Rp of the pulse train 211. Each discrete state (such as
discrete states 218a and 218b) corresponds to a discrete
value of the spectral feature (for example, wavelength) of
the amplified light beam 110 out of a plurality of pre-set
discrete values of the spectral feature. In this way, each time
a pulse 115 in the burst 120 is produced, the spectral feature
adjuster 105 exists in one of the discrete states and the
amplified light beam pulse 115 has a spectral feature that
corresponds to that discrete state. For example, when the
spectral feature adjuster 105 is in the state 9184, the wave-
length of the pulse 915 is Aa and when the spectral feature
adjuster 105 is in the state 9185, the wavelength of the pulse
915 is Ab, as shown in FIG. 9.

[0171] In between the production of the bursts of pulses
and while no pulses are being produced, the spectral feature
adjuster 105 is driven in accordance with the parameters of
the driving signal (2120). For example, as shown in FIGS.
2A and 2B, the control apparatus 180 continues to drive
spectral feature adjuster 105 with the driving signal 217
even during the inter-burst time interval T, that is, between
the production of the burst 120A and the burst 120C. The
parameters of the driving signal 217 can be determined
based on the information H received from the lithography
exposure apparatus 135.

[0172] The procedure 2100 ensures that the spectral fea-
ture adjuster 105 is in one of the discrete states that corre-
sponds to a discrete value of the spectral feature of the
amplified light beam when a pulse in the next burst (fol-
lowing this inter-burst time interval T) is produced (2125).
For example, the apparatus 100 ensures that the spectral
feature adjuster 105 is in one of the states 218a or 2185 when
one of the pulses 115_iC in the next burst 120C is produced.
The control apparatus 180 can adjust an instruction to the
lithography exposure apparatus 135 (such as described with
reference to FIG. 15) to ensure that the spectral feature
adjuster 105 is in one of the discrete states that corresponds
to a discrete value of the spectral feature of the amplified
light beam when a pulse in the next burst (following this
inter-burst time interval T) is produced (2125). The control
apparatus 180 can adjust the driving signal to the spectral
feature adjuster 105 (such as described with reference to
FIG. 13) to ensure that the spectral feature adjuster 105 is in
one of the discrete states that corresponds to a discrete value
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of the spectral feature of the amplified light beam when a
pulse in the next burst (following this inter-burst time
interval T) is produced (2125). The control apparatus 180
can adjust the instruction to the optical source 150 (such as
described with reference to FIG. 14) to ensure that the
spectral feature adjuster 105 is in one of the discrete states
that corresponds to a discrete value of the spectral feature of
the amplified light beam when a pulse in the next burst
(following this inter-burst time interval T) is produced
(2125).

[0173] The embodiments may further be described using
the following clauses:

[0174] Al. A method comprising:

[0175] producing a burst of pulses of an amplified light
beam at a pulse repetition rate and directing the pulses to a
lithography exposure apparatus;

[0176] while producing the pulse burst, driving a spectral
feature adjuster among a set of discrete states at a frequency
correlated with the pulse repetition rate, with each discrete
state corresponding to a discrete value of the spectral feature
of the amplified light beam out of a plurality of pre-set
discrete values of the spectral feature, such that, each time
a pulse in the burst is being produced, the spectral feature
adjuster is in one of the discrete states and the amplified light
beam pulse has a spectral feature that corresponds to that
discrete state;

[0177] in between the production of the bursts of pulses
and while no pulses are being produced, driving the spectral
feature adjuster in a manner that is related to information
received from the lithography exposure apparatus; and
[0178] ensuring that the spectral feature adjuster is in one
of the discrete states that corresponds to a discrete value of
the spectral feature of the amplified light beam when a pulse
in the next burst is produced.

[0179] A2. The method of clause Al, wherein driving the
spectral feature adjuster in the manner that is related to
information received from the lithography exposure appa-
ratus comprises driving the spectral feature adjuster at a
frequency correlated with the pulse repetition rate.

[0180] A3. The method of clause A2, wherein ensuring
that the spectral feature adjuster is in the discrete state when
the pulse in the next burst is produced comprises adjusting
an inter-burst time interval so that the inter-burst time
interval is an integer multiple of the time interval between
pulses for the pulse repetition rate.

[0181] A4. The method of clause A3, wherein the inter-
burst time interval is the time interval between the last pulse
in the burst and the first pulse in the next burst.

[0182] AS. The method of clause A2, wherein ensuring
that the spectral feature adjuster is in the discrete state when
the pulse in the next burst is produced comprises:

[0183] receiving an indication from the lithography expo-
sure apparatus about the time at which it will request the
production of the next burst; and

[0184] if the received indication indicates a mismatch in
time between the production of the first pulse in the next
burst and the time at which the spectral feature adjuster is in
the discrete state, then modifying one or more parameters
associated with driving the spectral feature adjuster based on
the received indication.

[0185] A6. The method of clause AS, wherein modifying
the one or more parameters associated with driving the
spectral feature adjuster comprises modifying one or more
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of a frequency and a phase of a driving signal associated
with the spectral feature adjuster.

[0186] A7. The method of clause A6, further comprising,
if the frequency at which the spectral feature adjuster is
driven was modified due to a mismatch, then changing the
frequency at which the spectral feature adjuster is driven at
the start of the next burst to be correlated with the pulse
repetition rate.

[0187] AS. The method of clause Al, wherein the spectral
feature of the amplified light beam is a wavelength of the
amplified light beam.

[0188] A9. The method of clause A8, wherein the wave-
length of the amplified light beam is in the deep ultraviolet
range.

[0189] A10. The method of clause A8, wherein driving the
spectral feature adjuster among the set of discrete states at
the frequency correlated with the pulse repetition rate com-
prises driving the spectral feature adjuster so that the wave-
length of the amplified light beam changes for each pulse of
the amplified light beam between two distinct wavelengths.
[0190] A11. The method of clause A8, wherein driving the
spectral feature adjuster among the set of discrete states at
the frequency correlated with the pulse repetition rate com-
prises driving the spectral feature adjuster so that the wave-
length of the amplified light beam changes for every other
pulse of the amplified light beam between two distinct
wavelengths.

[0191] A12. The method of clause A1, wherein driving the
spectral feature adjuster among the set of discrete states
comprising driving the spectral feature adjuster according to
a sinusoidal drive signal.

[0192] A13. The method of clause A1, wherein driving the
spectral feature adjuster comprises moving an optic that
interacts with a pre-cursor light beam between discrete
locations, each discrete location of the optic corresponding
to a discrete state, and the amplified light beam is formed
from the pre-cursor light beam.

[0193] A14. The method of clause A13, wherein moving
the optic that interacts with the light beam comprises rotat-
ing a prism through which the pre-cursor light beam travels.
[0194] A15. The method of clause Al, wherein the fre-
quency at which the spectral feature adjuster is driven is one
half of the pulse repetition rate.

[0195] A16. The method of clause Al, wherein the fre-
quency at which the spectral feature adjuster is driven is one
fourth of the pulse repetition rate.

[0196] A17. The method of clause Al, wherein ensuring
that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete
states when the pulse in the next burst is produced comprises
ensuring that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the
discrete states when the initial pulse in the next burst is
produced.

[0197] A18. The method of clause Al, wherein:

[0198] driving the spectral feature adjuster in the manner
that is related to information received from the lithography
exposure apparatus comprises driving the spectral feature
adjuster according to one or more fixed parameters and
receiving a request from the lithography exposure apparatus
to produce the next burst of pulses; and

[0199] ensuring that the spectral feature adjuster is in a
discrete state when the pulse in the next burst is produced
comprises delaying, for a period of time greater than zero,
the production of the next burst of pulses relative to the
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receipt of the request from the lithography exposure appa-
ratus to produce the next burst of pulses.

[0200] A19. The method of clause A18, wherein delaying
for the period of time the production of the next burst of
pulses comprises delaying the next burst of pulses until the
spectral feature adjuster can be driven to one of the discrete
states that corresponds to a discrete value of the spectral
feature of the amplified light beam when a pulse in the next
burst of pulses is produced.

[0201] A20. The method of clause Al, wherein the infor-
mation from the lithography exposure apparatus that is
related to the manner in which the spectral feature adjuster
is driven in between the production of the bursts of pulses
and while no bursts of pulses are being produced is received
prior to the end of the burst.

[0202] A21. The method of clause Al, wherein the infor-
mation from the lithography exposure apparatus that is
related to the manner in which the spectral feature adjuster
is driven in between the production of the bursts of pulses
and while no bursts of pulses are being produced is received
in between the production of the bursts of pulses.

[0203] A22. The method of clause Al, wherein ensuring
that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete
states when a pulse in the next burst is produced comprises
sending a signal to the lithography exposure apparatus, the
signal including information related to how the spectral
feature adjuster is being driven in between the production of
the bursts of pulses and while no pulses are being produced.

[0204]

[0205] an interface configured to communicate with a
lithography exposure apparatus, and to receive information
from the lithography exposure apparatus;

[0206]

[0207] an optical apparatus in communication with the
interface and the spectral feature adjuster, and configured to:

[0208] produce a burst of pulses of the amplified light
beam at a pulse repetition rate for use by the lithogra-
phy exposure apparatus for patterning a substrate;

[0209] while producing the pulse burst, drive the spec-
tral feature adjuster among a set of discrete states at a
frequency correlated with the pulse repetition rate, with
each discrete state corresponding to a discrete value of
the spectral feature of the amplified light beam out of
a plurality of pre-set discrete values of the spectral
feature, such that, each time a pulse in the burst is being
produced, the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the
discrete states and the amplified light beam pulse has a
spectral feature that corresponds to that discrete state;

[0210] in between the production of the bursts of pulses
and while no pulses are being produced, drive the
spectral feature adjuster in a manner that is related to
information received from the lithography exposure
apparatus at the interface; and

[0211] ensure that the spectral feature adjuster is in one
of the discrete states that corresponds to a discrete
value of the spectral feature of the amplified light beam
when a pulse in the next burst is produced.

[0212] A24. The apparatus of clause A23, wherein the
spectral feature of the amplified light beam is a wavelength
of the amplified light beam.

[0213] A25. The apparatus of clause A23, wherein the
spectral feature adjuster includes a drive actuator in com-

A23. An apparatus comprising:

a spectral feature adjuster; and
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munication with the optical apparatus and configured to
drive the spectral feature adjuster among the set of discrete
states.

[0214] A26. The apparatus of clause A25, wherein the
optical apparatus includes a control apparatus in communi-
cation with the interface and the drive actuator, and config-
ured to:

[0215] receive indications from the interface regarding the
requests from the lithography exposure apparatus that
include the pulse repetition rate from the lithography expo-
sure apparatus; and

[0216] send a driving signal to the drive actuator, wherein
the driving signal is based on information received from the
lithography exposure apparatus.

[0217] A27. The apparatus of clause A26, wherein the
driving signal sent to the drive actuator is a sinusoidal
driving signal.

[0218] A28. The apparatus of clause A23, wherein the
spectral feature adjuster comprises an optical device that
optically interacts with a pre-cursor light beam, and each
discrete state of the optical device corresponds to a discrete
state of the spectral feature adjuster.

[0219] A29. The apparatus of clause A28, wherein a
discrete state of the optical device is a discrete location at
which the optical device interacts with the pre-cursor light
beam.

[0220] A30. The apparatus of clause A29, wherein the
optical device includes a prism through which the pre-cursor
light beam passes.

[0221] A31. The apparatus of clause A28, wherein the
optical device is physically coupled to the drive actuator.

[0222] A32. The apparatus of clause A23, wherein the
optical apparatus comprises:

[0223] a first gas discharge stage configured to generate a
first pulsed light beam; and

[0224] a second gas discharge stage configured to receive
the first pulsed light beam and to amplify the first pulsed
light beam to thereby produce the amplified light beam from
the optical apparatus.

[0225]

[0226] the first gas discharge stage includes a first gas
discharge chamber housing an energy source and containing
a gas mixture that includes a first gain medium; and

[0227] the second gas discharge stage includes a second
gas discharge chamber housing an energy source and con-
taining a gas mixture that includes a second gain medium.

[0228] A34. The apparatus of clause A23, wherein the
optical apparatus is configured to drive the spectral feature
adjuster in the manner that is related to information received
from the lithography exposure apparatus at the interface by
driving the spectral feature adjuster at the frequency corre-
lated with the pulse repetition rate.

[0229] A35. The apparatus of clause A34, wherein the
optical apparatus is configured to ensure that the spectral
feature adjuster is in a discrete state when the pulse in the
next burst is produced by adjusting an inter-burst time
interval so that the inter-burst time interval is an integer
multiple of the time interval between pulses for the pulse
repetition rate, wherein the inter-burst time interval is the
time interval between the last pulse and the pulse in the next
burst.

A33. The apparatus of clause A32, wherein:
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[0230] A36. The apparatus of clause A34, wherein the
optical apparatus is configured to ensure that the spectral
feature adjuster is in a discrete state when the pulse in the
next burst is produced by:

[0231] receiving an indication from the interface regard-
ing the time at which the lithography exposure apparatus
will request the production of the next burst; and

[0232] if the received indication indicates a mismatch in
time between the production of the pulse in the next burst
and the time at which the spectral feature adjuster is in the
discrete state, then modifying one or more parameters asso-
ciated with a driving signal that is sent to the spectral feature
adjuster based on the received indication.

[0233] A37.The apparatus of clause A36, wherein the one
or more parameters that are modified include one or more of
a frequency and/or a phase of the driving signal supplied to
a drive actuator of the spectral feature adjuster.

[0234] A38. The apparatus of clause A37, wherein the
optical apparatus is configured to, if the frequency was
modified due to a mismatch, then changing the frequency of
the driving signal at the start of the next burst to be
correlated with the pulse repetition rate.

[0235] A39. The apparatus of clause A23, wherein:
[0236] the optical apparatus is configured to drive the
spectral feature adjuster in the manner that is related to
information received from the lithography exposure appa-
ratus at the interface by driving the spectral feature adjuster
according to one or more fixed parameters and receiving a
request from the lithography exposure apparatus to produce
the next burst of pulses; and

[0237] the optical apparatus is configured to ensure that
the spectral feature adjuster is in a discrete state when the
pulse in the next burst is produced by delaying, for a period
of time greater than zero, the production of the next burst of
pulses relative to a receipt of a request received at the
interface from the lithography exposure apparatus to pro-
duce the next burst of pulses.

[0238] AA40. The apparatus of clause A39, wherein the
optical apparatus is configured to delay the production of the
next burst of pulses by delaying the production of the next
burst of pulses until the spectral feature adjuster can be
driven to one of the discrete states that corresponds to a
discrete value of the spectral feature of the amplified light
beam when a pulse in the next burst of pulses is produced.
[0239] A41. The apparatus of clause A23, wherein the
optical apparatus includes an optical source having at least
one amplification stage configured to output the amplified
light beam.

[0240] A42. The apparatus of clause A41, wherein the
spectral feature adjuster is a part of a spectral feature
selection apparatus, the spectral feature selection apparatus
receiving a pre-cursor light beam from the optical source
and comprising:

[0241] a dispersive optical element arranged to interact
with the pre-cursor light beam, and

[0242] a plurality of prisms arranged in the path of the
pre-cursor light beam between the dispersive optical element
and the optical source.

[0243] AA43. The apparatus of clause A42, wherein the
spectral feature adjuster is one of the prisms in the plurality
of prisms and the set of discrete states of the spectral feature
adjuster is a set of discrete positions of the prism at which
the pre-cursor light beam interacts with the prism.
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[0244] AA44. The apparatus of clause A43, wherein the
prism is driven among the set of discrete positions by being
rotated about a prism axis to a set of discrete angles.
[0245] BI1. A method comprising:

[0246] instructing an optical source to produce a burst of
pulses of an amplified light beam at a pulse repetition rate;
[0247] directing the produced pulses to a lithography
exposure apparatus;

[0248] while producing the pulse burst, driving a spectral
feature adjuster among a set of discrete states at a frequency
correlated with the pulse repetition rate, with each discrete
state corresponding to a discrete value of the spectral feature
of the amplified light beam out of a plurality of pre-set
discrete values of the spectral feature;

[0249] in between the production of the bursts of pulses
and while no pulses are being produced, driving the spectral
feature adjuster according to a driving signal defined by a set
of parameters;

[0250] ensuring that the spectral feature adjuster is in one
of the discrete states that corresponds to a discrete value of
the spectral feature of the amplified light beam when a pulse
in the next burst is produced by adjusting one or more of: an
instruction to the lithography exposure apparatus, the driv-
ing signal to the spectral feature adjuster, and/or the instruc-
tion to the optical source.

[0251] B2. The method of clause B1, wherein ensuring
that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete
states that corresponds to the discrete value of the spectral
feature of the amplified light beam when the pulse in the
next burst is produced comprises adjusting the driving signal
to the spectral feature adjuster.

[0252] B3. The method of clause B2, further comprising
receiving an indication from the lithography exposure appa-
ratus about the time at which it will request the production
of the next burst;

[0253] wherein, adjusting the driving signal to the spectral
feature adjuster comprises modifying one or more of the
parameters of the driving signal sent to the spectral feature
adjuster based on the received indication from the lithogra-
phy exposure apparatus.

[0254] B4. The method of clause B3, wherein modifying
the one or more parameters of the driving signal sent to the
spectral feature adjuster comprises modifying one or more
of a frequency and a phase of the driving signal sent to the
spectral feature adjuster.

[0255] BS. The method of clause B3, wherein the request
received for the production of the next burst from the
lithography exposure apparatus is delayed by enough time
from the indication received from the lithography exposure
apparatus in order to enable the modification of the one or
more parameters so that the spectral feature adjuster is in one
of the discrete states when the pulse in the next burst is
produced.

[0256] B6. The method of clause BS, wherein the delay is
about 25-35 milliseconds (ms).

[0257] B7. The method of clause B1, wherein ensuring
that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete
states that corresponds to the discrete value of the spectral
feature of the amplified light beam when the pulse in the
next burst is produced comprises adjusting the instruction to
the optical source.

[0258] BS8. The method of clause B7, wherein adjusting
the instruction to the optical source comprises delaying, for
a period of time greater than zero, the production of the next
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burst of pulses relative to the receipt of the request from the
lithography exposure apparatus to produce the next burst of
pulses so that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the
discrete states when the pulse in the next burst is produced.
[0259] B9. The method of clause B8, wherein delaying for
the period of time the production of the next burst of pulses
comprises delaying the next burst of pulses until the spectral
feature adjuster can be driven to one of the discrete states
that corresponds to a discrete value of the spectral feature of
the amplified light beam when a pulse in the next burst of
pulses is produced.

[0260] B10. The method of clause B7, wherein the spec-
tral feature adjuster is continued to be driven in accordance
with the driving signal defined by the set of parameters.
[0261] B11. The method of clause B 1, wherein ensuring
that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete
states that corresponds to the discrete value of the spectral
feature of the amplified light beam when the pulse in the
next burst is produced comprises adjusting an instruction to
the lithography exposure apparatus.

[0262] B12. The method of clause B11, wherein adjusting
the instruction to the lithography exposure apparatus com-
prises sending a signal to the lithography exposure appara-
tus, the signal including information related to how the
spectral feature adjuster is being driven in between the
production of the bursts of pulses and while no pulses are
being produced.

[0263] B13. The method of clause B11, further comprising
receiving a trigger request for the production of the next
burst from the lithography exposure apparatus, wherein the
trigger request is based on the adjusted instruction to the
lithography exposure apparatus and ensures that the time at
which the pulse in the next burst of pulses is produced is
synchronized with the moment at which the spectral feature
adjuster reaches one of the discrete states.

[0264] B14. The method of clause B13, wherein the trig-
ger request is adjusted to thereby delay an electrical pulse in
the instruction to the optical source.

[0265] B15. The method of clause B 1, wherein the
spectral feature of the amplified light beam is a wavelength
of the amplified light beam.

[0266] B16. The method of clause B1, wherein each time
a pulse in the burst is being produced, the spectral feature
adjuster is in one of the discrete states and the amplified light
beam pulse has a spectral feature that corresponds to that
discrete state.

[0267] B17. The method of clause B1, wherein driving the
spectral feature adjuster among the set of discrete states at
the frequency correlated with the pulse repetition rate com-
prises driving the spectral feature adjuster so that the wave-
length of the amplified light beam changes for each pulse of
the amplified light beam between two distinct wavelengths.
[0268] B18. The method of clause B1, wherein driving the
spectral feature adjuster among the set of discrete states at
the frequency correlated with the pulse repetition rate com-
prises driving the spectral feature adjuster so that the wave-
length of the amplified light beam changes for every other
pulse of the amplified light beam between two distinct
wavelengths.

[0269] B19. The method of clause B1, wherein driving the
spectral feature adjuster among the set of discrete states
comprising driving the spectral feature adjuster according to
a sinusoidal driving signal.
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[0270] B20. The method of clause B1, wherein driving the
spectral feature adjuster comprises moving an optic that
interacts with a pre-cursor light beam between discrete
locations, each discrete location of the optic corresponding
to a discrete state, and the amplified light beam is formed
from the pre-cursor light beam.

[0271] B21. The method of clause B 1, wherein ensuring
that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete
states when the pulse in the next burst is produced comprises
ensuring that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the
discrete states when the initial pulse in the next burst is
produced.

[0272] B22. An apparatus comprising:

[0273] an interface configured to communicate with a
lithography exposure apparatus;

[0274] a spectral feature adjuster;
[0275] an optical source; and
[0276] a control apparatus in communication with the

interface, the spectral feature adjuster, and the optical source
and configured to:

[0277] instruct the optical source to produce a burst of
pulses of the amplified light beam at a pulse repetition
rate for use by the lithography exposure apparatus for
patterning a substrate;

[0278] during the burst of pulses, drive the spectral
feature adjuster among a set of discrete states at a
frequency correlated with the pulse repetition rate, with
each discrete state corresponding to a discrete value of
the spectral feature of the amplified light beam out of
a plurality of pre-set discrete values of the spectral
feature;

[0279] in between the production of the bursts of pulses
and while no pulses are being produced, drive the
spectral feature adjuster according to a driving signal
defined by a set of parameters; and

[0280] ensure that the spectral feature adjuster is in one
of the discrete states that corresponds to a discrete
value of the spectral feature of the amplified light beam
when a pulse in the next burst is produced by adjusting
one or more of: an instruction to the lithography
exposure apparatus, the driving signal to the spectral
feature adjuster, and/or the instruction to the optical
source.

[0281] B23. The apparatus of clause B22, wherein the
control apparatus is configured to ensure that the spectral
feature adjuster is in one of the discrete states that corre-
sponds to the discrete value of the spectral feature of the
amplified light beam when the pulse in the next burst is
produced by adjusting the driving signal to the spectral
feature adjuster.

[0282] B24. The apparatus of clause B23, wherein:
[0283] the control apparatus is configured to receive an
indication from the lithography exposure apparatus about
the time at which it will request the production of the next
burst by way of the interface; and

[0284] the control apparatus adjusts the driving signal to
the spectral feature adjuster by modifying one or more of the
parameters of the driving signal sent to the spectral feature
adjuster based on the received indication from the lithogra-
phy exposure apparatus.

[0285] B25. The apparatus of clause B24, wherein the
control apparatus is configured to modify the one or more
parameters of the driving signal sent to the spectral feature
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adjuster by modifying one or more of a frequency and a
phase of the driving signal sent to the spectral feature
adjuster.

[0286] B26. The apparatus of clause B22, wherein the
control apparatus is configured to ensure that the spectral
feature adjuster is in one of the discrete states that corre-
sponds to the discrete value of the spectral feature of the
amplified light beam when the pulse in the next burst is
produced by adjusting the instruction to the optical source.
[0287] B27. The apparatus of clause B26, wherein the
control apparatus adjusts the instruction to the optical source
by delaying, for a period of time greater than zero, the
production of the next burst of pulses relative to the receipt
of the request from the lithography exposure apparatus to
produce the next burst of pulses so that the spectral feature
adjuster is in one of the discrete states when the pulse in the
next burst is produced.

[0288] B28. The apparatus of clause B27, wherein the
control apparatus delays for the period of time the produc-
tion of the next burst of pulses by delaying the next burst of
pulses until the spectral feature adjuster can be driven to one
of the discrete states that corresponds to a discrete value of
the spectral feature of the amplified light beam when a pulse
in the next burst of pulses is produced.

[0289] B29. The apparatus of clause B27, wherein the
control apparatus continues to drive the spectral feature
adjuster according to the driving signal defined by the set of
parameters.

[0290] B30. The apparatus of clause B22, wherein the
control apparatus is configured to ensure that the spectral
feature adjuster is in one of the discrete states that corre-
sponds to the discrete value of the spectral feature of the
amplified light beam when the pulse in the next burst is
produced by adjusting an instruction to the lithography
exposure apparatus.

[0291] B31. The apparatus of clause B30, wherein the
control apparatus adjusts the instruction to the lithography
exposure apparatus by sending a signal to the lithography
exposure apparatus, the signal including information related
to how the spectral feature adjuster is being driven in
between the production of the bursts of pulses and while no
pulses are being produced.

[0292] B32. The apparatus of clause B30, wherein the
control apparatus is configured to receive a trigger request
for the production of the next burst from the lithography
exposure apparatus, the trigger request being based on the
adjusted instruction to the lithography exposure apparatus
and ensuring that the time at which the pulse in the next burst
of pulses is produced is synchronized with the moment at
which the spectral feature adjuster reaches one of the dis-
crete states.

[0293] B33. The apparatus of clause B22, wherein the
spectral feature of the amplified light beam is the wave-
length of the amplified light beam.

[0294] B34. The apparatus of clause B22, wherein the
spectral feature adjuster includes a drive actuator in com-
munication with the control apparatus and configured to
drive the spectral feature adjuster among the set of discrete
states.

[0295] B35. The apparatus of clause B34, wherein the
spectral feature adjuster comprises an optical device that
optically interacts with a pre-cursor light beam, and each
discrete state of the optical device corresponds to a discrete
state of the spectral feature adjuster.
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[0296] B36. The apparatus of clause B35, wherein a
discrete state of the optical device is a discrete location at
which the optical device interacts with the pre-cursor light
beam.
[0297] B37. The apparatus of clause B35, wherein the
optical device includes a prism through which the pre-cursor
light beam passes.
[0298] B38. The apparatus of clause B35, wherein the
optical device is physically coupled to the drive actuator.
[0299] B39. The apparatus of clause B35, wherein the
optical source comprises:
[0300] a first gas discharge stage configured to generate a
first pulsed light beam; and
[0301] a second gas discharge stage configured to receive
the first pulsed light beam and to amplify the first pulsed
light beam to thereby produce the amplified light beam from
the optical source.
[0302] B40. The apparatus of clause B22, wherein the
optical source includes at least one amplification stage
configured to output the amplified light beam.
[0303] B41. The apparatus of clause B22, wherein the
spectral feature adjuster is a part of a spectral feature
selection apparatus, the spectral feature selection apparatus
receiving a pre-cursor light beam from the optical source
and comprising:
[0304] a dispersive optical element arranged to interact
with the pre-cursor light beam, and
[0305] a plurality of prisms arranged in the path of the
pre-cursor light beam between the dispersive optical element
and the optical source.
[0306] B42. The apparatus of clause B41, wherein the
spectral feature adjuster is one of the prisms in the plurality
of prisms and the set of discrete states of the spectral feature
adjuster is a set of discrete positions of the prism at which
the pre-cursor light beam interacts with the prism.
[0307] B43. The apparatus of clause B42, wherein the
prism is driven among the set of discrete positions by being
rotated about a prism axis to a set of discrete angles.
[0308] Other implementations are within the scope of the
following claims.
What is claimed is:
1. A method comprising:
while producing a burst of pulses of an amplified light
beam at a pulse repetition rate in response to a trigger
signal, the amplified light beam supplied to a lithogra-
phy exposure apparatus, driving a spectral feature
adjuster among a set of discrete states, with each
discrete state corresponding to a discrete value of the
spectral feature of the amplified light beam;
in between the production of the bursts of pulses and
while no trigger signal is being received, driving the
spectral feature adjuster; and
ensuring that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the
discrete states that corresponds to a discrete value of
the spectral feature of the amplified light beam when a
pulse in the next burst is produced by one or more of:
adjusting a trigger inter-burst time interval such that an
inter-burst time interval is an integer multiple of a
time interval between pulses of the amplified light
beam;
adjusting one or more parameters associated with driv-
ing the spectral feature adjuster in between the
production of the bursts of pulses based on an
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indication from the lithography exposure apparatus
about the time at which it will request the production
of the next burst;

delaying, for a period of time greater than zero, the
production of the next burst of pulses relative to a
request from the lithography exposure apparatus to
produce the next burst of pulses; and

sending a signal to the lithography exposure apparatus,
the signal including information related to how the
spectral feature adjuster is being driven in between
the production of the bursts of pulses.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein driving the spectral
feature adjuster among the set of discrete states comprises
driving the spectral feature adjuster at a frequency correlated
with the pulse repetition rate.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein each discrete value of
the spectral feature of the amplified light beam is selected
out of a plurality of pre-set discrete values of the spectral
feature.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the trigger signal is
supplied from the lithography exposure apparatus.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein, in between the
production of the bursts of pulses and while no trigger signal
is being received, driving the spectral feature adjuster com-
prises driving the spectral feature adjuster in a periodic
manner that is related to information received from the
lithography exposure apparatus.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein driving the spectral
feature adjuster in the periodic manner that is related to
information received from the lithography exposure appa-
ratus comprises driving the spectral feature adjuster at a
frequency that is correlated with the pulse repetition rate.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein a pulse in the burst that
is produced when the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the
discrete states has a spectral feature that corresponds to that
discrete state.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein ensuring that the
spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete states that
corresponds to a discrete valve of the spectral feature of the
amplified light beam when a pulse in the next burst is
produced includes adjusting the trigger inter-burst time
interval such that the inter-burst time interval is an integer
multiple of the time interval between pulses of the amplified
light beam; and the inter-burst time interval is the time
interval between the last pulse in the burst and the first pulse
in the next burst or a pulse that follows the first pulse in the
next burst.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein ensuring that the
spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete states that
corresponds to a discrete valve of the spectral feature of the
amplified light beam when a pulse in the next burst is
produced includes adjusting one or more parameters asso-
ciated with driving the spectral feature adjuster in between
production of the bursts of pulses based on the indication
from the lithography exposure apparatus about the time at
which it will request production of the next burst; and
adjusting one or more parameters associated with driving the
spectral feature adjuster in between the production of the
bursts of pulses based on the indication from the lithography
exposure apparatus about the time at which it will request
the production of the next burst comprises modifying one or
more of a frequency and a phase of a driving signal
associated with the spectral feature adjuster.
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10. The method of claim 9, further comprising, if the
frequency at which the spectral feature adjuster is driven is
modified due to a mismatch, then changing the frequency at
which the spectral feature adjuster is driven at the start of the
next burst to be correlated with the pulse repetition rate.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein ensuring that the
spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete states that
corresponds to a discrete valve of the spectral feature of the
amplified light beam when a pulse in the next burst is
produced includes delaying, for a period of time greater than
zero, the production of the next burst of pulses relative to a
request from the lithography exposure apparatus to produce
the next burst of pulses; and delaying, for a period of time
greater than zero, the production of the next burst of pulses
relative to the request from the lithography exposure appa-
ratus to produce the next burst of pulses comprises delaying
the next burst of pulses until the spectral feature adjuster can
be driven to one of the discrete states that corresponds to a
discrete value of the spectral feature of the amplified light
beam when a pulse in the next burst of pulses is produced.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein ensuring that the
spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete states that
corresponds to a discrete valve of the spectral feature of the
amplified light beam when a pulse in the next burst is
produced includes sending a signal to the lithography expo-
sure apparatus, the signal including information related to
how the spectral feature adjuster is being driven in between
the production of the bursts of pulses; the method further
comprising receiving an adjusted trigger signal, the adjusted
trigger signal being based on the signal sent to the lithog-
raphy exposure apparatus, the signal including information
related to how the spectral feature adjuster is being driven in
between the production of the bursts of pulses.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the adjusted trigger
signal causes an increase in an inter-burst time interval.

14. The method of claim 1, wherein ensuring that the
spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete states when
the pulse in the next burst is produced comprises ensuring
that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the discrete
states when the initial pulse in the next burst is produced.

15. A method comprising:

while producing a burst of pulses of an amplified light
beam at a pulse repetition rate in response to a trigger
signal, the amplified light beam supplied to a lithogra-
phy exposure apparatus, driving a spectral feature
adjuster among a set of discrete states, with each
discrete state corresponding to a discrete value of the
spectral feature of the amplified light beam;

in between the production of the bursts of pulses and
while no trigger signal is being received, driving the
spectral feature adjuster; and

ensuring that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the
discrete states that corresponds to a discrete value of
the spectral feature of the amplified light beam when a
pulse in the next burst is produced by adjusting a trigger
inter-burst time interval such that an inter-burst time
interval is an integer multiple of a time interval
between pulses of the amplified light beam and adjust-
ing one or more parameters associated with driving the
spectral feature adjuster in between the production of
the bursts of pulses based on an indication from the
lithography exposure apparatus about the time at which
it will request the production of the next burst.

Feb. 9, 2023

16. A method comprising:

while an optical source is producing a burst of pulses of
an amplified light beam at a pulse repetition rate in
response to a trigger signal, the amplified light beam
supplied to a lithography exposure apparatus, driving a
spectral feature adjuster among a set of discrete states
based on a driving signal, with each discrete state
corresponding to a discrete value of the spectral feature
of the amplified light beam such that a pulse in the burst
that is produced when the spectral feature adjuster is in
one of the discrete states has a spectral feature that
corresponds to that discrete state;

in between the production of the bursts of pulses and
while no trigger signal is being received, continuing to
drive the spectral feature adjuster in a manner that is
related to information received from the lithography
exposure apparatus; and

adjusting one or more of: an instruction to the lithography
exposure apparatus, the driving signal to the spectral
feature adjuster, and the instruction to the optical
source to thereby produce a pulse in the next burst at
the moment when the spectral feature adjuster is in one
of the discrete states.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein:

adjusting an instruction to the lithography exposure appa-
ratus comprises sending a signal to the lithography
exposure apparatus, the signal including information
related to how the spectral feature adjuster is being
driven in between the production of the bursts of pulses
or adjusting a trigger inter-burst time interval such that
an inter-burst time interval is an integer multiple of a
time interval between pulses of the amplified light
beam;

adjusting the instruction to the optical source comprises
delaying, for a period of time greater than zero, the
production of the next burst of pulses relative to a
request from the lithography exposure apparatus to
produce the next burst of pulses; and

adjusting the driving signal to the spectral feature adjuster
comprises adjusting one or more parameters associated
with driving the spectral feature adjuster in between the
production of the bursts of pulses based on an indica-
tion from the lithography exposure apparatus about the
time at which it will request the production of the next
burst.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the inter-burst time
interval is the time interval between the last pulse in the
burst and the first pulse in the next burst or a pulse that
follows the first pulse in the next burst.

19. The method of claim 16, wherein producing the pulse
in the next burst at the moment when the spectral feature
adjuster is in one of the discrete states comprises producing
the initial pulse in the next burst when the spectral feature
adjuster is in one of the discrete states.

20. An apparatus comprising:

an interface configured to communicate with a lithogra-
phy exposure apparatus, and to receive information
from the lithography exposure apparatus;
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a spectral feature adjuster; and
an optical apparatus in communication with the interface

and the spectral feature adjuster, and configured to:

produce a burst of pulses of an amplified light beam at
a pulse repetition rate for use by the lithography
exposure apparatus for patterning a substrate;

while producing a burst of pulses of the amplified light
beam at a pulse repetition rate in response to a trigger
signal, the amplified light beam supplied to the
lithography exposure apparatus, drive the spectral
feature adjuster among a set of discrete states, with
each discrete state corresponding to a discrete value
of the spectral feature of the amplified light beam;

in between the production of the bursts of pulses and
while no trigger signal is being received, drive the
spectral feature adjuster; and

ensure that the spectral feature adjuster is in one of the
discrete states that corresponds to a discrete value of
the spectral feature of the amplified light beam when
a pulse in the next burst is produced by one or more
of:
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adjusting a trigger inter-burst time interval such that
an inter-burst time interval is an integer multiple
of a time interval between pulses of the amplified
light beam;

adjusting one or more parameters associated with
driving the spectral feature adjuster in between the
production of the bursts of pulses based on an
indication from the lithography exposure appara-
tus about the time at which it will request the
production of the next burst;

delaying, for a period of time greater than zero, the
production of the next burst of pulses relative to a
request from the lithography exposure apparatus
to produce the next burst of pulses; and

sending a signal to the lithography exposure appa-
ratus, the signal including information related to
how the spectral feature adjuster is being driven in
between the production of the bursts of pulses.
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