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(57) Abstract: A method for producing a recorded material having a stereoscopic image comprises: a step for applying
a foaming promoting solution comprising water and a foaming promoting component, to a recording medium having
a substrate and, disposed on the substrate, a foaming layer containing foaming particles and a binder resin; and a step
for forming a stercoscopic image by bringing about foaming of the foaming particles by heating the foaming layer. The
foaming particles have a thermoplastic resin-containing shell layer and a volatile material enclosed within the shell layer.
The foaming promoting component contains a hydroxyl group-free compound. The heating temperature for the foaming
layer of the recording medium to which the foaming promoting solution has been applied, is greater than or equal to the
foaming starting temperature of the foaming particles on which the foaming promoting component has acted, but is less
than the maximum foaming temperature of the foaming particles. Provided is a method for producing a recorded material
having a stereoscopic image, wherein the method can readily form a stercoscopic image that presents a clear impression
of unevenness, and can suppress peeling of the foaming layer from the substrate.
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Box No. III Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

(Invention 1) Claims 1-11

Claims 1-11 lack novelty in light of document 1 or are derived by merely adding a well-known technique to the
invention disclosed in document 1, and thus do not have a special technical feature.

Thus, claims 1-11 are classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claim 12

It cannot be said that claim 12 has a technical feature which is the same as or corresponds to that of claims 1-11
classified as invention 1.

Also, claim 12 is not dependent on claim 1 classified as invention 1.

In addition, claim 12 is not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims classified as
invention 1.

Thus, claim 12 cannot be classified as invention 1.

Therefore, claim 12 is classified as invention 2.

(Invention 3) Claim 13

It cannot be said that claim 13 has a technical feature which is the same as or corresponds to that of claims 1-11
classified as invention 1 or claim 12 classified as invention 2.

Also, claim 13 is not dependent on claim 1 classified as invention 1.

In addition, claim 13 is not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims classified as
invention 1 or invention 2.

Thus, claim 13 cannot be classified as either invention 1 or invention 2.

Therefore, claim 13 is classified as invention 3.

Document 1: JP 2020-50719 A (MIMAKI ENG CO LTD) 02 April 2020 (2020-04-02) claims, examples (Family:
none)

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable

claims.

2. As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment

of additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers

only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is restricted

to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the

payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest fee

was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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