
(12) United States Patent 
Fukunaga et a]. 

US007275541B2 

US 7,275,541 B2 
*Oct. 2, 2007 

(10) Patent N0.: 
(45) Date of Patent: 

(54) BREATHING CIRCUITS HAVING 
UNCONVENTIONAL RESPIRATORY 
CONDUITS AND SYSTEMS AND METHODS 
FOR OPTIMIZING UTILIZATION OF FRESH 
GASES 

(75) Inventors: Atsuo F. Fukunaga, Palos Verdes 
Peninsula, CA (US); Alex S. 
Fukunaga, Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 
(US); Blanca M. Fukunaga, Palos 
Verdes Peninsula, CA (US) 

(73) Assignee: F-Concepts LLC, Rancho Palos 
Verdes, CA (US) 
Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this 
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 
U.S.C. 154(b) by 234 days. 

( * ) Notice: 

This patent is subject to a terminal dis 
claimer. 

(21) Appl. No.: 10/942,230 
(22) Filed: Sep. 16, 2004 
(65) Prior Publication Data 

US 2005/0039747 A1 Feb. 24, 2005 

Related US. Application Data 

(63) Continuation of application No. 10/254,700, ?led on 
Sep. 24, 2002, noW Pat. No. 6,874,500. 

(60) Provisional application No. 60/340,206, ?led on Dec. 
12, 2001, provisional application No. 60/324,554, 
?led on Sep. 24, 2001. 

(51) Int. Cl. 
A61M 16/00 (2006.01) 

(52) US. Cl. ......................... .. 128/204.18; 128/203.12; 
128/911 

(58) Field of Classi?cation Search ......... .. 128/202.27, 

128/203.12, 204.18, 205.11, 207.14, 911, 
128/912 

See application ?le for complete search history. 

(56) References Cited 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

3,556,097 A l/l97l Wallace 

(Continued) 

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

AT 93941 8/1923 

(Continued) 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

PCT/US03/08292 Search Report, Dec. 16, 2003, PCT. 

(Continued) 
Primary Examineri?ackie) Tan-Uyen Ho 
Assistant ExamineriDarWin P. EreZo 
(74) Attorney, Agent, or FirmiDaniel B. Schein, Esq. 

(57) ABSTRACT 

A breathing circuit comprising ?rst and second conduits, 
Wherein at least one of the conduits is a non-conventional 
conduit. In an embodiment, a multilumen unilimb breathing 
circuit has ?rst and second conduits, Wherein When the 
proximal ends of said ?rst and second conduits are each 
connected to an inlet and outlet ?tting, respectively, axial 
extension or contraction of the second conduit causes a 
corresponding axial extension or contraction of the ?rst 
conduit. In an embodiment, at least one of said conduits is 
coiled. In another embodiment, a coiled conduit is contained 
Within an outer ?exible conduit that is axially extendable 
and compressible, forming a unilimb, multilumen respira 
tory circuit. The outer ?exible conduit may be pleated to 
provide for non-rebounding axial extension and contraction. 
The multilumen respiratory circuit can provide a variable 
rebreathing volume. In an embodiment, at least one tube in 
a multilumen respiratory conduit is radially collapsible and 
radially expandable to a maximum radius for carrying 
respiratory gases to and from a patient. In an embodiment, 
?rst and second conduits are formed of accordion-like 
pleated tubing, Wherein both conduits can be connected to a 
proximal ?tting or proximal terminal at their proximal end; 
in an embodiment, the ?rst and second accordion-like 
pleated tubes can also be connected to a common distal 
?tting. The methods and systems can be used to administer 
anesthesia and for other purposes. 
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BREATHING CIRCUITS HAVING 
UNCONVENTIONAL RESPIRATORY 

CONDUITS AND SYSTEMS AND METHODS 
FOR OPTIMIZING UTILIZATION OF FRESH 

GASES 

PRIORITY 

This application is a continuation of US. patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 10/254,700, ?led Sep. 24, 2002, now US. Pat. 
No. 6,874,500 Which claims priority of US. provisional 
patent application Ser. No. 60/340,206, ?led Dec. 12, 2001 
and US. provisional patent application Ser. No. 60/324,554, 
?led Sep. 24, 2001. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to devices for use in resuscitating 
and/or providing anesthesia and/or assisted and arti?cial 
ventilation to patients, and more particularly relates to 
breathing circuits With interacting mutually adjustable 
length ?uid carrying members, to a multilumen breathing 
circuit utiliZing unconventional (or neW era) conduits, and to 
systems and methods for optimiZing utiliZation of fresh 
gases (e.g. anesthetic agents and oxygen) during provision 
of anesthesia and/or assisted and arti?cial ventilation. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Assisted and/or arti?cial ventilation systems are an essen 
tial component of modern medicine. Generally, such systems 
provide inspiratory fresh gases to a patient from a source of 
same, such as from an anesthesia or a ventilator machine, 
and conduct expired gases aWay from the patient. Inspira 
tory gases are conducted through a different conduit from the 
expired gases and thus at least tWo conduits are required. 
Commonly used circuits have tWo limbs (e.g., tWo indepen 
dent tubes). The ends of the tubes in a breathing circuit are 
generally held in spaced relationship by a connector located 
at the patient, or distal, end of the circuit. The connector can 
place the distal (i.e., patient) ends of the tubes in a ?xed 
parallel relationship, or the connector can be a Y-piece With 
the tWo tubes converging at an angle. Conventional respi 
ratory tubes are corrugated and ?exible to permit movement 
While minimiZing collapse and kinking of the tubes. 
Recently, the use of axially expandable and contractible 
pleated (“accordion-like”) tubing has become popular. Com 
monly used accordion-like or pleated tubing is knoWn as 
ULTRA-FLEX® (available from King Systems Corpora 
tion, Noblesville, Ind., U.S.A.), FLEXITUBE® or ISOF 
LEXTM, in Which the length can be adjusted by axially 
expanding or contracting one or more pleats betWeen a 
closed and open position. Whether the pleats are in the open 
or closed position, the tube Wall remains corrugated to 
minimize the risk of kinking or collapse upon convolution or 
bending of the tubing. 

Respiratory Care and ICU Type Non-Rebreathing System 
In a non-rebreathing breathing system, Which can be used 

for respiratory care or in an intensive care unit (ICU), a 
one-Way valve permits gases to ?oW to a patient through an 
inspiratory conduit, While another one-Way valve causes 
expired gas from the patient to ?oW through an expiratory 
conduit and then to an exhaust conduit. 

Circle CO2 Absorption and Mapleson Type Breathing Sys 
tems 

In a “circle system,” a one-Way valve permits gas to ?oW 
to a patient through a ?rst or inspiratory conduit, While 
another one-Way valve permits partial recirculation of the 
gases by causing expired gases to ?oW from the patient 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

2 
through a second or expiratory conduit to a “recirculation 
module” or “scrubber circuit”, Which generally comprises a 
carbon dioxide absorber to eliminate the expired carbon 
dioxide resulting in “scrubbed gases”. The scrubbed gases 
are then combined With the fresh gases coming from the 
anesthesia machine, and the mixed gases are referred to 
herein as “refreshed gases”. Some or all of the refreshed 
gases can be rebreathed by the patient. Excess gases are 
directed to an exhaust conduit and/or scavenger. Thus, neW 
fresh gases are combined With scrubbed gases at the scrub 
ber circuit, and are delivered as refreshed gases to the ?rst 
conduit, While expired gases are carried by a second conduit 
to a “scrubber circuit” for re-circulation and/or exhaust. 

It is believed that in loW ?oW anesthesia With the circle 
system, the anesthetic concentration of the refreshed gases 
decreases progressively from the initial fresh gas concen 
tration (concentration at the vaporiZer) in the process of 
recirculation. Such a decrease may be due to dilution by the 
expired gases and/or scrubbed gases, leakage, and adsorp 
tion and/or absorption by plastic, rubber and other materials 
in the system. Therefore, loW ?oW anesthesia, including 
totally closed anesthesia using prior art circle systems, is in 
theory possible, but very limited in practice. 

In Mapleson A-F type circuits, fresh gas is delivered into 
a common breathing tube by a fresh gas delivery/supply 
tube, Wherein the breathing tube acts to provide gases to the 
patient and receive expired gases therefrom. Generally, the 
diameter of the fresh gas supply tube is small thereby 
limiting its function to being a fresh gas delivery or supply 
conduit rather than an inspiratory tube (i.e., a tube from 
Which a patient directly inspires as in a circle system). A 
Mapleson D type circuit (the most commonly used circuit 
among the Mapleson circuits) does not use valves, therefore, 
the ?oW of fresh gases required is su?iciently high to 
minimiZe CO2 rebreathing. During inspiration, the patient 
Will inhale fresh gases from the fresh gas delivery/supply 
tube inlet and gases from the common breathing tube, Which 
may be a mixture of fresh gas and expired alveolar gases. 
High fresh gas ?oW Will ?ush the breathing tube, pushing the 
expired alveolar gases out of the circuit. 

The Bain Circuit 
An embodiment of a unilimb modi?cation of the Maple 

son D type circuit, often referred to as a “Bain circuit” or 
“Bain,” is described in US. Pat. No. 3,856,051, in Which the 
fresh gas delivery line is inserted through the Wall of the 
common breathing tube near the proximal rather than near 
the distal end thereof, and the delivery tube then extends 
lengthWise through the common breathing tube so that its 
distal end is near the distal end of the common breathing 
tube. This creates a unilimb circuit from dual members. The 
fresh gas delivery line is sealably bonded to the common 
breathing tube at its junction thereWith. 

Another embodiment of a Mapleson D type circuit is 
described in US. Pat. No. 5,121,746, to Sikora, in Which a 
?exible corrugated tube is divided by an internal common 
Wall into a larger and smaller ?oW passage and is provided 
With a bayonet type connector at the patient end and a double 
friction ?t connector at the machine end. A modi?cation of 
the circuit described in this patent is used to form a circle 
circuit sold as the Limb?TM by Vital Signs, Inc. of TotoWa, 
N.J., USA. 

The Universal F® Circuit 
With reference to US. Pat. No. 4,265,235, to Fukunaga, 

a unilimb device of universal application for use in different 
types of breathing systems is described Which provides 
many advantages over prior systems. The Fukunaga device, 
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sold as the Universal F® by King Systems Corporation of 
Noblesville, Ind., U.S.A., utilizes a space saving co-axial, or 
tube Within a tube, design to provide inspiratory gases and 
remove expiratory gases. Numerous advantages ?oW from 
this arrangement, such as a reduction in the size of the 
breathing apparatus connected to a patient. Further, the 
device acts as an arti?cial nose since the expired gases Warm 
and maintain humidity of the inspired gases as the tWo 
opposing ?oWs are countercurrent in the unilimb device. 

Universal F2® Technology 
With reference to US. Pat. No. 5,778,872, to Fukunaga et 

al., unilimb multi-lumen circuits are disclosed and embodi 
ments thereof are sold as the F2TM or Universal F2® by King 
Systems Corporation of Noblesville, Ind., U.S.A., Which 
have revolutionized arti?cial ventilation systems and meth 
ods of providing assisted ventilation and anesthesia. The 
F2TM system provides for safe and ready attachment and 
detachment of multilumen (e.g., co-axial) system compo 
nents from the proximal terminal. This permits more e?i 
cient placement and utilization of other breathing circuit 
components, improves system performance, and yet reduces 
medical Waste and costs. In general, the Universal F® and 
the F2TM are used in a circle system con?guration With a 
carbon dioxide absorber. For more information about the 
F2TM technology, one may contact King Systems Corpora 
tion. 

For further information on breathing systems, and anes 
thetic and assisted ventilation techniques, see US. Pat. Nos. 
3,556,097, 4,007,737, 4,188,946, 4,265,235, 4,463,755, 
4,232,667, 5,284,160, 5,778,872, Austrian Patent No. 
93,941, British Patent 1,270,946, Dorsch, J. A., and Dorsch, 
S. E., Understanding Anesthesia Equipment: Construction, 
Care And Complications Williams & Wilkins Co., Baltimore 
(1974), and AndreWs, J. 1., “Inhaled Anesthetic Delivery 
Systems,” in Anesthesia, 4th Ed. Miller, Ronald, M. D., 
Editor, Churchill Livingstone, Inc., N.Y. (1986). The text of 
all documents referenced herein, including documents ref 
erenced Within referenced documents, is hereby incorpo 
rated by reference as if same Were reproduced in full beloW. 

Cost Effective Anesthesia Systems and Unconventional 
NeW Era Respiratory Conduits 

Hospitals, medical personnel, and related entities are 
alWays looking for Ways to improve medical care. Numer 
ous monitoring standards have been implemented to ensure 
that the required medical care is being safely administered. 
For example, in the ?eld of respiratory care and anesthesia, 
non-invasive and invasive monitoring methods have become 
routinely used, such as alarm monitoring systems that Warn 
the user of obstruction and/or disconnection of gas ?oWs, 
inspired and end-tidal gas monitoring, oxygen saturation 
monitoring by pulse oximeter, arterial blood gas and mixed 
venous blood gas monitoring. These techniques and devices 
enable continuous patient monitoring, Which permits the 
vigilant healthcare practitioner to more accurately adjust or 
titrate the necessary dosages of anesthetic gases or drugs, 
and readily detect problems due to the pathophysiologic 
condition of the patient or due to those caused by medical 
equipment failure or settings. There is a desire for an 
anesthesia system that can optimize the use of such expen 
sive monitoring equipment, Which for example, could be 
used to decrease the Waste of anesthetic gases. 

Respiratory care is commonly and increasingly provided 
in medicine. Respiratory care includes, for example, arti? 
cial ventilation techniques, such as assisted ventilation and/ 
or oxygen therapy. Certain devices Widely used in respira 
tory care include breathing circuits, ?lters, HME’s (heat and 
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4 
moisture exchangers), endotracheal tubes, laryngeal masks, 
laryngeal tubes, and breathing masks. Breathing circuits 
comprised of rigid pipes or ?exible corrugated tubes made 
of rubber, plastic or silicon ?exible tubes have been Widely 
used all over the World for almost a century. In order to 
prevent cross contamination, “single use” breathing circuits 
are disposed of after a single use, or alternatively, more 
sturdy and more expensive reusable breathing circuit are 
used that can be sterilized by autoclave or other means. Both 
types of circuits are expensive to produce and/or use. 
Sterilization of the circuit requires substantial labor and 
processing costs, likeWise disposing of the breathing circuit 
after a single use, While it is very effective in preventing 
cross contamination, also results in additional cost to the 
hospital. 
US. Pat. No. 5,901,705, to Leagre, discloses a sleeve and 

?lter for a breathing circuit, Wherein the ?lter and a tubular 
sleeve or sheath encase a breathing circuit during use. The 
?lter housing has tWo ports, one port is for connection to a 
patient and the other to the distal end of a breathing circuit. 
The sleeve is connected to the exterior of the ?lter housing 
and is extendable in a proximal direction over the breathing 
circuit. After use, the ?lter and sleeve are discarded, While 
the breathing circuit is reused for multiple patients. The 
sleeve and ?lter reduces the need for sterilizing the circuit 
after each use. The sleeve is constructed of a lightWeight, 
relatively inexpensive material to help minimize the costs of 
producing the sleeve member. A clear, extruded polyethyl 
ene, polypropylene or polyvinyl ?lm having a thickness 
generally similar to a heavy-duty plastic food storage bag 
has been found to perform admirably in this role as a sleeve 
member. The sleeve does not serve as a conduit for provid 
ing or exhausting respiratory gases. 
US. Pat. No. 5,377,670, to Smith, discloses a casing or 

envelope for a breathing circuit to reduce heat transfer 
betWeen the corrugated tube and the ambient atmosphere, 
thus the case or sleeve of the breathing circuit serves as an 
insulation means. The envelope or casing is not a conduit for 
providing inhaled and receiving exhaled gases. US. Pat. No. 
5,983,896, to Fukunaga, discloses a multilumen unilimb 
breathing circuit that provides the advantages of maintaining 
humidity and temperature due to the counter-current effect 
of the gases. 

While the above devices ful?ll their respective, particular 
objectives and requirements, the aforementioned patents and 
the prior art do not describe a device Wherein at least one of 
the respiratory conduits is comprised of a non-conventional 
(also referred to as “neW era”) pipe or tube (i.e., different 
from a rigid-Walled tube, pipe, corrugated tube, or pleated 
tube), Which is both axially and radially ?exible, but Which 
has little or no compliance beyond a certain conduit radius 
and/or volume. By radially ?exible, it is meant that the 
diameter of the conduit can be substantially reduced or the 
conduit can be relaxed or collapsed in cross-section in 
comparison to rigid-Walled conventional tubing. This is 
distinguished from axially bending the tubing Without sub 
stantially altering the cross-sectional area of the tube at the 
bend as is possible With rigid-Walled prior art tubing. Prior 
art rigid-Walled respiratory conduits maintain patency under 
ambient conditions as Well as under the pres sure differentials 
betWeen their interior and exterior that occur during use for 
providing inspiratory and/or receiving expiratory gases. 
Since these prior art respiratory conduits do not radially 
collapse under ambient conditions (e.g., When not in use), 
they require greater space for shipping and storage, and they 
require thicker Walls to have su?icient rigidity to avoid 
collapse under ambient and operating conditions. Thus, a 
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greater amount of plastic is used to produce such tubing, 
Which increases costs, as Well as the volume of the Waste 
produced. 

In general, circuit compliance (i.e., expansion of the 
volume of circuit tubing under operating pressures) is undes 
ired as it interferes With the accuracy and precision of gas 
administration. Further, excessive compliance may lead to 
insufficient gases reaching the patient’s lungs. 

The present inventors discovered that, so long as the 
respiratory conduits, and preferably the inspiratory conduit, 
can maintain patency for inspiratory and expiratory gases, 
the conduits do not need to be alWays patent like rigid 
Walled pipes or tubes (e.g., corrugated plastic tubes that 
maintain a ?xed diameter at ambient conditions and/or 
Which are relatively rigid or straight). The respiratory con 
duits of the present invention should, hoWever, provide loW 
resistance and little compliance during use su?icient to meet 
the requirements for spontaneous and assisted ventilation. It 
is preferred that the inspiratory conduit permit gas ?oW at all 
times, and even under negative pressure, and that the expi 
ratory line provide positive pressure even in spontaneous 
ventilation. 

De?nitions 
To facilitate further description of the prior art and the 

present invention, some terms are de?ned immediately 
beloW, as Well as elseWhere in the speci?cation. As used 
herein, the term “arti?cial or assisted ventilation” shall also 
incorporate “controlled and spontaneous ventilation” in both 
acute and chronic environments, including during anesthe 
sia. Fresh gases include gases such as oxygen and anesthetic 
agents such as nitrous oxide, halothane, en?urane, iso?u 
rane, des?urane, sevo?urane, that are generally provided by 
a ?oWmeter and vaporiZer. The end of a conduit directed 
toWard a patient shall be referred to as the distal end, and the 
end of a conduit facing or connected to a source of inspira 
tory gases shall be referred to as the proximal end. Likewise, 
?ttings and terminals or other devices at the distal end of the 
breathing circuit, e. g., connecting to or directed at the patient 
airWay device (i.e., endotracheal tube, laryngeal mask, 
laryngeal tube, face mask etc.), Will be referred to as distal 
?ttings and terminals, and ?ttings and terminals or other 
devices at the proximal end of the breathing circuit Will be 
referred to as proximal ?ttings and terminals. So, a distal 
adaptor or connector Would be located at the distal or patient 
end of a circuit. 

It is generally understood that a proximal terminal in a 
multilumen unilimb breathing circuit context is located at 
the machine end of the circuit and separates at least tWo 
independent ?oW paths that are in parallel closely-spaced or 
apposed relationship or that are coaxial in the circuit so that 
at least one ?oW path can be connected to a source of 
inspiratory gases While another ?oW path can be connected 
to an exhaust port that is spaced from the inspiratory gas 
port. A proximal terminal may also comprise a rigid housing 
that merges tWo independent ?oW paths into a common ?oW 
path, for example a Y-type ?tting, preferably With a septum. 
The use of a proximal ?tting With a proximal terminal in a 
unilimb circuit is a neW concept brought about by the 
Universal F2® inventions, Which for the ?rst time made it 
possible to readily connect and disconnect plural tubes to a 
proximal terminal on an assisted ventilation machine via a 
corresponding proximal ?tting. Unlike the proximal termi 
nal, When a proximal ?tting comprises multiple lumens, the 
proximal ?tting maintains the spatial relationship of the 
proximal ends of the tubes forming a multilumen circuit. 
Hence a proximal ?tting in a breathing circuit is to generally 
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6 
be understood as a ?tting Which permits ready connection of 
tubing to a proximal terminal Which can provide inspiratory 
gases and exhaust expiratory gases from separate spaced 
ports. In some embodiments of the present invention tubing 
may be directly bonded to a proximal terminal, While in 
other embodiments tubing may connect to a proximal ?tting 
that can engage a corresponding port or ports on a proximal 
terminal. The proximal ?tting may include ?lter means, or 
may engage a ?lter Which in turn connects to a proximal 
terminal. 
The term conduit broadly comprises ?uid carrying mem 

bers Without being limited to conventionally used corrugated 
tubes, such as those used in presently available breathing 
and/or anesthesia circuits (i.e., a conduit has a lumen de?ned 
by one or more Walls, has a variety of shapes and diameters, 
and serves the purpose of carrying inspiratory gases to or 
expiratory gases from a patient). For example, conduits for 
use With the present inventions may comprise ?exible fabric 
or plastic sheaths (like a ?lm or sheet made of plastic, such 
as polyvinyl, that can have a cylindrical or tubular form 
When gases or ?uid are contained, but collapses or looses the 
tubular form When de?ated or emptied) and/ or ?exible tubes 
that may be smooth-Walled, straight, corrugated, collapsible, 
and/or coiled. In this respect, certain embodiments of the 
present invention substantially depart from the conventional 
concept and design of prior art respiratory conduits. 
Embodiments of ?exible conduits for carrying respiratory 
gases to and/or from a patient in accordance With the present 
invention can be both ?exible in the radial and axial direc 
tions up to a maximum volume and/or radius (or maximum 
cross-sectional area Where the cross-sectional shape is not 
circular), and have a Wide variety of cross-sectional shapes, 
and in so doing provide a loW cost apparatus very Well suited 
to providing respiratory care, i.e., assisted ventilation to a 
patient, Which is effective and practical. 

Unconventional or non-conventional tubular conduits 
refer to conduits used in a respiratory circuit for carrying 
patient inspiratory and/or expiratory gases that are made of 
materials and/or have shapes not previously used in assisted 
ventilation or anesthesia machines for carrying inspiratory 
and expiratory gases betWeen a patient or other mammal and 
the machine. By carrying patient inspiratory and/or expira 
tory gases, it is understood that the gases are being provided 
via a conduit to a patient from a source (e.g., ventilator 
machine) and exhausted via the same and/ or another conduit 
to an exhaust (e.g., assisted ventilation machine). For 
example, a coiled inspiratory or expiratory conduit When 
used in accordance With the present invention is a non 
conventional tubular conduit. LikeWise, a conduit formed of 
?exible, gas impermeable fabric, such as but not limited to 
extruded polyethylene, polypropylene or polyvinyl ?lm, that 
is radially expandable to a maximum radius and volume 
under pressures generally used in assisted respiration and is 
collapsible When the pressure inside of same is less than 
ambient pressure or the pressures generally used in assisted 
respiration, can be used as a non-conventional respiratory 
conduit in accordance With the present invention. Ambient 
pressure refers to the pressure normally encountered outside 
of tubes, Which is generally atmospheric pressure. Such 
conduits can maintain patency as needed in use yet readily 
relax or collapse (collapsing may require some assistance 
depending on the embodiment) to smaller diameters, 
lengths, and volumes, particularly When the internal pres sure 
inside is su?iciently loWer than the pressure outside of the 
conduit. 

For the purposes of brevity, the term SuaveTM ?exible 
tube is used to describe a ?exible respiratory conduit for use 
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in carrying respiratory gases (i.e., gases to be inspired and 
expired gases to be exhausted) between a patient and a 
ventilation machine or respiratory care device in Which the 
conduit is radially collapsible When not in use, and can 
expand to a maximum predetermined diameter (or maxi 
mum cross-sectional area; maximum diameter and maxi 
mum radius incorporate maximum cross-sectional area 
When the cross-sectional shape is not circular) and volume 
during use (such a conduit shall be hereinafter referred to in 
this document as a suave tube or suave conduit; no trade 

mark rights are Waived by use of the term suave or any other 
mark used herein regardless of case or inclusion of the TM or 
® symbol). Upon expansion to its maximum diameter (i.e., 
maximum cross-sectional area) a suave tube exhibits sub 
stantially the same compliance in assisted ventilation appli 
cations as conventional corrugated tubes or pleated tubing 
(i.e., ULTRA-FLEX®) conduits. Suave ?exible tubes may 
also be axially expanded or contracted. Suave tubes are 
much less expensive to manufacture than conventional con 
duits having a relatively rigid diameter or cross-sectional 
shape, such as those formed of corrugated tubing. 

Preferred radially collapsible tubes for use in the present 
invention Will, When in?ated at pressures encountered in 
providing assisted ventilation and/or anesthesia to humans 
and other mammals, have a compliance of less than about 
50%, preferably less than about 20%, more preferably less 
than about 10%, even more preferably less than about 5%, 
and most preferably less than about 2%. Preferred radially 
collapsible tubes for use in the present invention have a 
minimum cross-sectional area When fully in?ated su?icient 
to meet the desired ?oW characteristics (hereinafter, referred 
to as the in?ated cross-sectional area), and can collapse so 
that the collapsed cross-sectional area is preferably less than 
about 90% of the in?ated cross-sectional area, more pref 
erably less than about 70% of the in?ated cross-sectional 
area, even more preferably less than about 50% of the 
in?ated cross-sectional area, even more preferably less than 
about 25% of the in?ated cross-sectional area, and most 
preferably less than 10% of the in?ated cross-sectional area. 

In one embodiment, the suave tubes are shipped and 
stored in collapsed form, and after in?ation thereof no 
subsequent effort may be made to collapse them, except 
optionally to compress the suave tubes to a smaller volume 
for disposal. In this Way, manufacture, shipping and storage 
costs are minimiZed. Gravitational forces Will cause the 
suave tubes to collapse to varying degrees in some embodi 
ments When not pressurized su?iciently. 

Breathing Circuit Requirements 
Apatient requiring arti?cial ventilation or anesthesia may 

be positioned in an aWkWard position and depending on the 
surgical site the required length of the circuit may vary. This 
is also so in patients undergoing diagnosis, e.g., MRI, CT 
scans, etc. It is therefore desirable to have a breathing circuit 
that is ?exible and that the length of both the inspiratory or 
fresh gas delivery tube and the expiratory or exhaust tube 
can be adjusted While minimiZing disconnections, obstruc 
tions, entangling and kinking. It is also desirable to have 
breathing circuits that are light in Weight. Furthermore, for 
cost containment, the health care providers (i.e., hospital, 
physician, ambulatory surgery center, nursing homes, etc.) 
require inexpensive breathing circuits and/ or inexpensive 
methods to provide arti?cial ventilation or anesthesia to 
patients in need thereof. 

Breathing circuits may be classi?ed based on hoW carbon 
dioxide is eliminated. Carbon dioxide can be eliminated by 
“Washout”, Which is dependent on the fresh gas in?oW (i.e., 
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8 
CO2 absorption is not required, e.g., in a Mapleson type 
circuit), or by using a C02 absorber such as soda lime and 
the like, (i.e., as in a circle circuit). Thus, breathing circuits 
in anesthesia are generally provided as circle circuits (CO2 
absorption system) or Mapleson type circuits. Because 
Mapleson D type partial rebreathing systems require high 
fresh gas ?oWs, the circle system is the most Widely 
accepted system. Breathing systems Wherein loW fresh gas 
?oW can be utiliZed are advantageous because of reduced 
consumption and Waste of fresh gases (e.g., anesthetic 
gases), ecological bene?ts (reduced environmental pollu 
tion), and cost-savings. HoWever, a major concern of loW 
?oW techniques in anesthesia is the e?iciency of fresh gas 
utiliZation and the unpredictability concerning the alveolar 
or inspired concentration of anesthetics provided to the 
patient that should be administered in su?icient dosages to 
achieve desired anesthetic endpoints (e.g., avoid aWareness 
during surgery Without overdosing). Moreover, there is a 
signi?cant discrepancy betWeen the volatile anesthetic 
vaporiZer setting concentration and the inspired concentra 
tion of anesthetic gases. A further concern With the circle 
system is the interaction of volatile anesthetics With the 
carbon dioxide absorber (e.g., soda lime), Which has been 
recently reported as producing toxic substances. This con 
cern includes the formation of carbon monoxide and Com 
pound A during degradation of volatile anesthetics by soda 
lime. For example, CO has been found in anesthetics, 
including halothane, en?urane, iso?urane and des?urane 
circle systems. Moreover, in the case of sevo?urane, it is 
knoWn that sevo?urane is degraded in the presence of soda 
lime to ole?n and Compound A, Which has been reported to 
have nephrotoxic potential at clinical concentrations. Fur 
ther, it is desired to reduce Waste of expensive anesthetic and 
respiratory gases in circle systems and Mapleson type sys 
tems. 

A major concern With prior unilimb breathing circuits is 
that the inspiratory gas or fresh gas line not become discon 
nected or blocked (e.g., via kinking) during use. For this 
reason, rigidly bonding the proximal end of the inspiratory 
gas line to the fresh gas inlet ?tting Was stressed, While the 
distal end Was permitted to move With respect to the distal 
end of the outer conduit (e.g., exhaust conduit), Which could 
create a variable dead space. Despite the surprising discov 
ery reported in Us. Pat. No. 5,778,872, to Fukunaga, that an 
appropriate dead space in a breathing circuit could be 
bene?cial by yielding normocapnia Without hypoxia, there is 
still a desire for a circuit that has either a minimum and/or 
?xed dead space regardless of circuit manipulation, yet is 
?exible and safe. Further, there is a desire for systems that 
more e?iciently utiliZe anesthetic gases in a safe and pre 
dictable manner. It is also desired that the same breathing 
circuit be utiliZed in both adult and pediatric cases, or at least 
in a greater number of patients, thereby minimiZing the need 
for circuits of different siZe. There is also a need for 
breathing circuits and systems that are simpler, lightWeight, 
cost-e?ective, safer, and/or easier to operate and handle than 
prior circuits and systems. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An embodiment of the present invention includes a 
breathing circuit, Wherein at least one of the respiratory 
conduits is a non-conventional conduit. Thus, in a unilimb, 
dual limb or a multilimb circuit, a non-conventional conduit 
may be used to carry inspiratory and/or expiratory gases 
betWeen a patient or other mammal and a machine. For 
example, in an embodiment, at least one tube in the circuit 
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may be a collapsible or suave tube, or may be a spiral or 
coiled tube. Such circuits may be referred to as F3TM circuits 
or Universal F3TM circuits (no Waiver of trademark rights is 
made hereby for these or other marks used herein). 

An embodiment of the present invention includes a mul 
tilumen respiratory circuit comprising ?rst and second con 
duits, Wherein the proximal ends of the ?rst and second 
conduits can each be connected to a respective inlet or outlet 
?tting, and movement of the distal end of the ?rst conduit 
causes a corresponding movement of the distal end of the 
second conduit. Thus, the circuit members interact so that 
axial extension or contraction of one member causes a 
corresponding axial extension or contraction in length of a 
second member. This latter type of circuit may also be 
referred to herein as an F3TM contractible circuit or a 

Universal F3TM circuit. In an embodiment, at least one of the 
conduits is a coiled tube. In another embodiment, a coiled 
tube is contained Within an outer ?exible tube that is axially 
extendable and compressible, forming a unilimb multilumen 
respiratory circuit, Which may also be referred to herein as 
an F CoilTM circuit. 

In an embodiment, the outer ?exible conduit may be a 
pleated tube or a non-conventional conduit to provide for 
axial extension and contraction. In an embodiment, an 
accordion-like tube (e.g., UTLRA-FLEX® tube), is divided 
internally by a common Wall that is made of a ?exible plastic 
or gas-impermeable fabric that alloWs simultaneous radial 
expansion of one lumen While causing contraction of the 
other lumen(s) sharing the common ?exible Wall. In another 
embodiment, a non-conventional conduit can be joined side 
by side With a pleated tube either by continuous or spaced 
attachment. Further, tWo or more SuaveTM tubes can be used 
together to create a multi-lumen SuaveTM tube respiratory 
conduit. Such a multi-lumen SuaveTM tube respiratory con 
duit can be manufactured by extruding a tube of ?exible 
plastic in much the same Way plastic storage bags are 
formed. HoWever, rather than heat sealing radially across the 
extruded tube to form a bag, axial seams can be heat formed 
in the axial direction to form separate gas carrying lumens. 

Proximal and distal ?ttings can be bonded at the proximal 
and/or distal ends of the lumens in the respiratory conduit 
devices of the present invention to facilitate operative con 
nection to machines and patients, respectively. 
An embodiment of the present invention includes a mul 

tilumen respiratory conduit comprising at least ?rst and 
second ?exible tubes, Wherein the proximal ends of the ?rst 
and second ?exible tubes can each be connected to an inlet 
or outlet ?tting, and Wherein at least one of the ?exible tubes 
is comprised of a non-conventional plastic tubular material 
(e.g., formed of a ?exible fabric, such as polyvinyl). Such a 
respiratory conduit is capable of maintaining respiratory 
patency under the range of conditions encountered in pro 
viding respiration, Whether spontaneous or assisted ventila 
tion (i.e., affording free passage of inspiratory and expiratory 
gases), but may partially or substantially completely col 
lapse When not in use. Such a tube can be shipped in 
collapsed or substantially collapsed form. The tubes forming 
the multilumen respiratory conduit can be arranged side by 
side, have periodic connections to one another, or one can be 
contained Within another, and their shapes can be greatly 
varied. For example, a circular cross-sectional shape is not 
necessary. The distal and proximal ends of each tube can be 
formed of a more rigid material than the rest of the tube or 
be bonded to a ?tting to facilitate connection to an inspira 
tory gas source, an exhaust outlet, to a carbon dioxide 
canister for recirculation of gases such as that used in an 
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10 
anesthesia machine, and to airWay devices such as respira 
tory masks and endotracheal tubes. 

The present invention also involves neW systems and 
methods of optimiZing utiliZation of fresh gases during 
arti?cial or assisted ventilation, including administering 
anesthesia. In an embodiment, a Mapleson D type system is 
modi?ed and combined With a modi?ed CO2 absorption 
circle system to produce an e?icient system, Wherein the 
system is capable of optimiZing the utiliZation of anesthetic 
gases in a safe and predictable manner. By providing undi 
luted fresh gases at the patient side (i.e., distal end of the 
circuit) and circulating the expired gases through a scrubber 
circuit having a carbon dioxide absorber, the system pro 
vides assurance that the patient receives more accurate fresh 
gas concentrations (i.e., close to the anesthesia machine ?oW 
meter’s oxygen concentration and the volatile anesthetic 
vaporiZer’s concentration setting). In addition, recirculating 
the gases alloWs re-use of the gases after CO2 elimination, 
thereby providing reliable loW ?oW anesthesia. As a result, 
utiliZation of fresh gases is optimiZed. Furthermore, by using 
a unilimb multilumen breathing circuit Wherein the dimen 
sions of at least one of the breathing conduits can be altered 
to adjust the volume therein or by using mutually adjustable 
length members, the anesthetic concentration and amount of 
rebreathing can be safely adjusted and predictably opti 
miZed, and the same breathing conduit or circuit may be 
utiliZed universally in adult and pediatric cases. 
The circuits do not need to be individually packaged, but 

more than one circuit can be packaged together. An advan 
tage of having several circuits packed together is that the 
packaging can be more compact, also reducing storage and 
shipping costs, and Waste. Furthermore, only one bag or box 
needs to be opened instead of several plastic bags, Which 
decreases set up time. All of the above savings can be 
substantial as they help optimiZe operating room utiliZation 
(e.g., reduced Waiting time for professionals betWeen opera 
tions due to reduced operating room cleaning and set up 
time). Therefore, the present invention enhances health care 
cost-effectiveness beyond device cost savings. The circuits 
and systems of the present invention are simple, compact 
and lightWeight to facilitate storage and shipping, use less 
plastic and result in less medical Waste being generated, and 
are safe, practical, easy to handle, protect the environment 
and promote cost-effective arti?cial ventilation. 
The present invention may be better understood by ref 

erence to the ?gures and further detailed description beloW. 
For the purposes of facilitating understanding of the inven 
tion, in the folloWing ?gures certain ?tting components are 
not shoWn and/or certain ?tting components are shoWn in 
simpli?ed form. For example, struts or ?anges for spacing 
components from one another are not be shoWn, and Wall 
thickness and relative tube diameters and lengths are not to 
scale. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a retracted ?rst, coiled 
tube conduit contained Within a compressed second conduit, 
With both the proximal ends of the ?rst and second conduits 
being attached to a common proximal ?tting, Wherein a 
portion of the second conduit is not shoWn to permit vieWing 
of the ?rst conduit. 

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a portion of the device of 
FIG. 1 upon extension. 

FIG. 3A-D illustrate the operation of a Mapleson D type 
system and Circle CO2 Absorption System. 

FIG. 4A-C illustrate the components and operation of a 
system constructed in accordance With the present invention, 
With 4B&C illustrating the system using a coil Within a tube 


















