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(7) ABSTRACT

A method is presented for correcting the output of the NO,,
sensor during a time period starting with the end of the NO,,
purge cycle and ending when the amount of tail pipe O,
exceeds a preselected value. During that period, fuel is being
deposited on the NO, sensor thus causing an incorrect
reading. Proper amount of NO, generated during that time is
calculated by assuming that the NOx level during the
incorrect reading is equal to the NO,, reading after the end of
the incorrect reading, and multiplying that amount by total
integrated air mass. This method helps avoid unnecessary
NO,, purges and improves fuel economy.
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EMISSION CONTROL FOR IMPROVED
VEHICLE PERFORMANCE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a system and method for con-
trolling an internal combustion engine coupled to an emis-
sion control device. More particularly, the invention relates
to a system and method for controlling the internal com-
bustion engine in response to a corrected NO, sensor output.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Internal combustion engines are coupled to an emission
control device known as a three-way catalytic converter
designed to reduce combustion by-products such as carbon
monoxide (CO), hydrocarbon (HC) and oxides of nitrogen
(NO,). Engines can operate at air-fuel mixture ratios lean of
stoichiometry, thus improving fuel economy. However, the
amount of NO, released during lean operation can be greater
than that at rich operation or at stoichiometry, which com-
promises emission control in the vehicle. To reduce the
amount of NO, released during lean operation, an emission
control device known as a NO, trap, which is a 3-way
catalyst optimized for NO, control, is usually coupled
downstream of the three way catalytic converter. The NO,,
trap stores NO, when the engine operates lean. After the
NO,, trap is filled, stored NO, needs to be reduced and
purged. In order to accomplish this, engine operation is
switched from lean to rich or stoichiometric, i.e., the ratio of
fuel to air is increased.

One method of determining when to end lean operation
and to regenerate a NO,, trap by operating the engine rich or
near stoichiometry is described in EP 0,814,248. In
particular, a sensor capable of measuring the amount of NO,,
in exhaust gas exiting from the NO, trap is installed down-
stream of the trap. The operation condition of the engine is
switched from lean to stoichiometric (“stoic”) or rich when
the output value of the NO, sensor is greater than or equal
to some predetermined value. This causes the nitrogen oxide
absorbed in the NO,, trap to be decomposed and discharged,
and allows the engine to be operated under lean conditions
again.

The inventors herein have recognized a disadvantage with
the above approach. In particular, with certain No. sensors,
when a NO,, purge is performed, a small amount of reducing
agent (for example, hydrocarbon or carbon monoxide)
escapes through the NO,, trap and is absorbed by the NO,,
sensor, thus saturating it. This can cause the sensor to give
an erroneously high or low reading. This reading can cause
over- or under-estimation of the tail-pipe NO,, and therefore
may cause unnecessary NO, purges, which can degrade fuel
economy. Also, it may cause incorrect estimation of NO,, in
grams per mile and degrade vehicle emission strategy opera-
tion.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide a method
for determining the correct amount of tail-pipe NO, emis-
sions for a certain time period after a NO, purge, and for
adjusting an engine control strategy in response to corrected
NO,, sensor output.

The above object is achieved and disadvantages of prior
approaches overcome by a method for controlling an inter-
nal combustion engine coupled to an emission control
device, the engine coupled to an exhaust sensor providing
first and second signals respectively indicative of first and
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2

second quantities. The method includes the steps of deter-
mining when the second signal deviates from the second
quantity based on the first signal; adjusting the second signal
in response to said determining step; and adjusting an engine
operating parameter based on the adjusted second signal.

An advantage of the above aspect of the invention is that
a more precise method for calculating tailpipe NO,. emis-
sions is achieved, which improves fuel economy. By adjust-
ing the NO, sensor reading during the period of reductant
deposit on the sensor, it is possible to eliminate the effects
of such deposit on the sensor. In other words, the more
precise measurement of NO, makes it possible to eliminate
unnecessary NO, purges, thus allowing the engine more lean
running time, and improving fuel economy. Also, knowing
a more accurate amount of NO, emissions allows for
improved emission control strategy. It is an especially
advantageous aspect of the present invention that a first
output of the sensor can be used to determine when a second
output of the sensor deviates from the parameter to be
measured.

In another aspect of the present invention, the above
object is achieved and disadvantages of prior approaches
overcome by a method for controlling an internal combus-
tion engine coupled to an emission control device, the
engine coupled to an exhaust sensor providing a first signal
and a second signal respectively indicative of an exhaust gas
air-fuel ratio and a NO,, level, the method including the steps
of: determining the NO, level based on a first engine
operating parameter when the first signal indicates the
exhaust air-fuel ratio is richer than a first predetermined
value;, determining the NO,, level based on the second signal
when the first signal indicates the exhaust air-fuel ratio is
leaner than a second predetermined value and reductant
deposited on the sensor is depleted by excess oxygen in the
lean exhaust gas; and adjusting a second engine operating
parameter based on the determined NO, level.

By using the actual NO,, sensor reading in regions where
it is indicative of actual NO,, an accurate control system is
obtained. Further, it is possible to determine when the NO,,
sensor reading deviates from the actual NO, level by moni-
toring the amount of oxygen in the exhaust gas. Therefore,
when such deviation occurs, it is possible to make correc-
tions to the NO, sensor reading. Also, it is possible to
determine when the sensor starts reading correctly by deter-
mining when the reductant is oxidized by lean exhaust gas.

Other objects, features and advantages of the present
invention will be readily appreciated by the reader of this
specification.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The object and advantages claimed herein will be more
readily understood by reading an example of an embodiment
in which the invention is used to advantage with reference
to the following drawings herein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an internal combustion
engine illustrating various components related to the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the embodiment in which the
invention is used to advantage;

FIG. 3 is a graph of NO,, sensor response with respect to
changes in the air/fuel ratio; and

FIG. 4 is a flow chart depicting exemplary control meth-
ods used by the exemplary system.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of a direct injection spark
ignited (DISI) internal combustion engine 10 using the
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emission control system and method of the present inven-
tion. Typically, such an engine includes a plurality of com-
bustion chambers only one of which is shown, and is
controlled by electronic engine controller 12. Combustion
chamber 30 of engine 10 includes combustion chamber
walls 32 with piston 36 positioned therein and connected to
crankshaft 40. In this particular example, the piston 30
includes a recess or bowl (not shown) for forming stratified
charges of air and fuel. In addition, the combustion chamber
30 is shown communicating with intake manifold 44 and
exhaust manifold 48 via respective intake valves 524 and
52b (not shown), and exhaust valves 54a and 54b (not
shown). A fuel injector 66 is shown directly coupled to
combustion chamber 30 for delivering liquid fuel directly
therein in proportion to the pulse width of signal fpw
received from controller 12 via conventional electronic
driver 68. Fuel is delivered to the fuel injector 66 by a
conventional high-pressure fuel system (not shown) includ-
ing a fuel tank, fuel pumps, and a fuel rail.

Intake manifold 44 is shown communicating with throttle
body 58 via throttle plate 62. In this particular example, the
throttle plate 62 is coupled to electric motor 94 such that the
position of the throttle plate 62 is controlled by controller 12
via electric motor 94. This configuration is commonly
referred to as electronic throttle control (ETC), which is also
utilized during idle speed control. In an alternative embodi-
ment (not shown), which is well known to those skilled in
the art, a bypass air passageway is arranged in parallel with
throttle plate 62 to control inducted airflow during idle speed
control via a throttle control valve positioned within the air
passageway.

Exhaust gas oxygen sensor 76 is shown coupled to
exhaust manifold 48 upstream of catalytic converter 70. In
this particular example, sensor 76 provides signal UEGO to
controller 12, which converts signal UEGO into a relative
air-fuel ratio 1. Advantageously, signal UEGO is used dur-
ing feedback air-fuel ratio control in a manner to maintain
average air-fuel ratio at a desired air-fuel ratio as described
later herein. In an alternative embodiment, sensor 76 can
provide signal EGO (not show), which indicates whether
exhaust air-fuel ratio is either lean of stoichiometry or rich
of stoichiometry.

Conventional distributorless ignition system 88 provides
ignition spark to combustion chamber 30 via spark plug 92
in response to spark advance signal SA from controller 12.

Controller 12 causes combustion chamber 30 to operate in
either a homogeneous air-fuel ratio mode or a stratified
air-fuel ratio mode by controlling injection timing. In the
stratified mode, controller 12 activates fuel injector 66
during the engine compression stroke so that fuel is sprayed
directly into the bowl of piston 36. Stratified air-fuel ratio
layers are thereby formed. The strata closest to the spark
plug contains a stoichiometric mixture or a mixture slightly
rich of stoichiometry, and subsequent strata contain progres-
sively leaner mixtures. During the homogeneous mode,
controller 12 activates fuel injector 66 during the intake
stroke so that a substantially homogeneous air-fuel ratio
mixture is formed when ignition power is supplied to spark
plug 92 by ignition system 88. Controller 12 controls the
amount of fuel delivered by fuel injector 66 so that the
homogeneous air-fuel ratio mixture in chamber 30 can be
selected to be substantially at (or near) stoichiometry, a
value rich of stoichiometry, or a value lean of stoichiometry.
Operation substantially at (or near) stoichiometry refers to
conventional closed loop oscillatory control about stoichi-
ometry. The stratified air-fuel ratio mixture will always be at
a value lean of stoichiometry, the exact air-fuel ratio being
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a function of the amount of fuel delivered to combustion
chamber 30. An additional split mode of operation wherein
additional fuel is injected during the exhaust stroke while
operating in the stratified mode is available. An additional
split mode of operation wherein additional fuel is injected
during the intake stroke while operating in the stratified
mode is also available, where a combined homogeneous and
split mode is available.

Nitrogen oxide (NO,) absorbent or trap 72 is shown
positioned downstream of catalytic converter 70. NO, trap
72 absorbs NO, when engine 10 is operating lean of
stoichiometry. The absorbed NO, is subsequently reacted
with HC and other reductant sand catalyzed during a NO,,
purge cycle when controller 12 causes engine 10 to operate
in either a rich mode or a near stoichiometric mode.

Controller 12 is shown in FIG. 1 as a conventional
microcomputer including but not limited to: microprocessor
unit 102, input/output ports 104, an electronic storage
medium for executable programs and calibration values,
shown as read-only memory chip 106 in this particular
example, random access memory 108, keep alive memory
110, and a conventional data bus.

Controller 12 is shown receiving various signals from
sensors coupled to engine 10, in addition to those signals
previously discussed, including: measurement of inducted
mass air flow (MAF) from mass air flow sensor 100 coupled
to throttle body 58; engine coolant temperature (ECT) from
temperature sensor 112 coupled to cooling sleeve 114; a
profile ignition pickup signal (PIP) from Hall effect sensor
118 coupled to crankshaft 40 giving an indication of engine
speed (RPM); throttle position TP from throttle position
sensor 120; and absolute Manifold Pressure Signal MAP
from sensor 122. Engine speed signal RPM is generated by
controller 12 from signal PIP in a conventional manner and
manifold pressure signal MAP provides an indication of
engine load.

Fuel system 130 is coupled to intake manifold 44 via tube
132. Fuel vapors (not shown) generated in fuel system 130
pass through tube 132 and are controlled via purge valve
134. Purge valve 134 receives control signal PRG from
controller 12.

Exhaust sensor 140 is a sensor that produces two output
signals. First output signal (SIGNAL1) and second output
signal (SIGNAL2) are both received by controller 12.
Exhaust sensor 140 can be a sensor known to those skilled
in the art that is capable of indicating both exhaust air-fuel
ratio and nitrogen oxide concentration.

In a preferred embodiment, SIGNALI indicates exhaust
air-fuel ratio and SIGNAL2 indicates nitrogen oxide con-
centration. In this embodiment, sensor 140 has a first cham-
ber (not shown) in which exhaust gas first enters where a
measurement of oxygen partial pressure is generated from a
first pumping current. Also, in the first chamber, oxygen
partial pressure of the exhaust gas is controlled to a prede-
termined level. Exhaust air-fuel ratio can then be indicated
based on this first pumping current. Next, the exhaust gas
enters a second chamber (not shown) where NO, is decom-
posed and measured by a second pumping current using the
predetermined level. Nitrogen oxide concentration can then
be indicated based on this second pumping current.

Referring to FIG. 2, a routine is described for correcting
the error in the NO,, sensor reading due to fuel or reductant
deposit on the NO, sensor after the completion of the NO,
purge due to reductant breakthrough of the trap. This routine
also estimates the total amount of tailpipe NO, that was
generated during the time that the sensor reading deviated
from the actual value.
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First, in step 900, a determination is made whether
tpnox_ init flg is equal to zero. This flag is initialized at O,
and is set to one when the NO,, sensor reading is correct.
From the plot in FIG. 3 it can be shown that the NO,, sensor
reading becomes erroneous when the amount of oxygen (O,)
measured by the UEGO sensor downstream of the NO,_trap
falls just below a certain predetermined value (shown as
occurring at time t, in FIG. 3), for example just below
stoichiometry. The NO, sensor reading returns to normal
when the O, amount is above a certain predetermined value
(time t, in FIG. 3), for example just above stoichiometry. If
the answer to step 900 is YES, the routine proceeds to step
920 whereupon a determination is made whether the NO,,
purge is completed. The NO, sensor reading becomes incor-
rect when the NO, purge is completed due to reductant
breakthrough (corresponds to time period t, in FIG. 3). If the
answer to step 920 is YES, a determination is made in step
940 whether the UEGO sensor reading has switched to lean,
which would indicate the beginning of the dissipation of the
fuel from the NO, sensing element. If the answer to step 940
is NO,, the routine continues to step 950 where integrated air
mass (int_am) and integrated vehicle speed (int vs) are
calculated according to the following formulas:

inLam:fam-dl
0
T
inLvs:fvs-dt
0

The routine then returns to step 940 and continues to cycle
through steps 940-950 until the answer to step 940 becomes
a YES, i.e., the UEGO sensor starts showing a switch to lean
operation. If the answer to step 940 is YES, the routine
proceeds to step 960, whereupon a determination is made
whether the total amount of tailpipe O, is greater than or
equal to a preselected constant, which in this example could
be 20-30 grams. If the answer to step 960 is NO, the NO,,
sensor is still giving an incorrect reading, and the routine
proceeds to step 970, where the total amount of tailpipe O.,,
tp_o2_int, integrated air mass, int am, and integrated
vehicle speed, int_vs are calculated according to the fol-
lowing formulas:

tpioZ,int:f(l —1/wp_afr)-am-021-dt
0

inLam:fam-dt
0
T
inLvs:fvs-dt
0

Where tp__afr is the tailpipe air/fuel ratio, and am is the
air mass. Next, the routine returns to step 960 to continue
checking the change in the total amount of tailpipe O,. When
the answer to step 960 becomes a YES, and the total amount
of tailpipe O, exceeds the predetermined level, it is assumed
that the N, sensor starts reading correctly again, and the
routine proceeds to step 980, and the total amount of tailpipe
NO, during the time that the NO, sensor was in error,
tpnox_ init, is calculated. This corresponds to the time
period t, in FIG. 3. It is assumed that the tailpipe NO, rate
for the time period when the sensor was reading incorrectly,
is the same as the tailpipe NO, rate, tpnox_ corr, after the
sensor starts reading correctly. Thus, the total amount of
tailpipe NO,, generated during the time that the sensor was
reading incorrectly, can be calculated according to the
following formula:
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tp__nox__init=int__am-tpnox__corr

Next, the routine proceeds to step 990 where int_vs_ init
(vehicle speed at the end of the erroneous reading period) is
initialized to int_ vs. Next, in step 1000, tpnox_ init flg is
set to 1, indicating that the NO, sensor returned to reading
correctly, and the routine exits.

If the answer to step 900 is NO, i.e. the flag is set to 1,
indicating the return of the NO,, sensor to correct reading,
the routine proceeds to step 910, and the amount of tailpipe
NO,, is calculated as the sum of the NO,, calculated during
the erroneous sensor reading and the instantaneous amount
of NO,, generated during a period of time:

tp__nox=tpnox__init+am-tpnox_ corr-Atime

The routine then returns to step 900, and continues moni-
toring for the change in the flag status.

Thus, according to the present invention, it is possible to
correct the error in the NO,, sensor reading during the time
after a NO, purge when fuel is being deposited on the sensor.
This is done by determining the time period during which
the sensor reading was incorrect, assuming that during that
time the tailpipe NO,, rate was the same as the tailpipe NO,,
rate after the sensor starts reading correctly, and multiplying
the correct NO, rate by the total air mass during the
erroneous sensor operation. This method corrects the esti-
mation of the tail pipe NO, which is used to evaluate NO,
in grams per mile, and eliminates overestimation of the tail
pipe Ng. thereby avoiding unnecessary NO, purges and
improving fuel efficiency.

Referring to FIG. 3, a plot of NO, sensor response to
changes in the air/fuel ratio is presented. The NO, trap stores
NO,, released during lean engine operation. In order to purge
NO,, from the NO, trap, engine operation is switched from
lean to rich, i.e. the air/fuel ratio is decreased over time. This
causes the nitrogen oxide stored in the NO, trap to be
decomposed and discharged from the trap. As the air/fuel
ratio is being decreased, a small amount of reductant, such
as fuel, escapes the NO, trap and saturates the NO, sensor
placed downstream of the NO, trap. This causes the NO,,
sensor to give an erroneous reading starting at time t; This
corresponds to the time when the UEGO sensor reading falls
just below stoichiometry, and engine operation is switched
from rich back to lean. After the NO, purge is completed,
and the engine operation is switched back to lean, the UEGO
sensor is reading close to stoic as the oxygen is being
absorbed by the NO, trap. The residual oxygen, a small
amount, escapes through the NO, trap and starts depleting
fuel from the NO,, sensor’s chamber. The NO,, sensor fuel is
depleted completely only when a predetermined amount of
oxygen is seen by the UEGO sensor. From the plot, it can
clearly be seen that the NO,, sensor reading is erroneous until
the amount of oxygen seen by the UEGO exceeds a prede-
termined value, or until time t,, i.e., until all of the reductant
is depleted from the NO, sensor’s chamber. After that, the
NO,, sensor reading returns to normal correct tailpipe NO,,
reading.

Referring to FIG. 4, a routine is now described for
controlling the engine based on the proper estimate of the
tailpipe NO, emissions. After the controller 12 has con-
firmed at step 210 that the lean-burn feature is not disabled
and, at step 212, that lean-burn operation has otherwise been
requested, the controller 12 conditions enablement of the
lean-burn feature, upon determining that adjusted tailpipe
NO, emissions as calculated in step 910, FIG. 2, do not
exceed permissible emissions levels. Specifically, after the
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controller 12 confirms that a purge event has not just
commenced (at step 214), for example, by checking the
current value of a suitable flag PRG__START FLG stored
in KAM, the controller 12 determines an accumulated
measure TP_ NOX representing the total tailpipe NO, emis-
sions (in grams) since the start of the immediately-prior NO,,
purge or desulfurization event, based upon the adjusted
second output signal SIGNAL2 generated by the NO, sensor
140 and determined air mass value AM (at steps 216 and
218). Because both the current tailpipe emissions and the
permissible emissions level are expressed in units of grams
per vehicle-mile-traveled to thereby provide a more realistic
measure of the emissions performance of the vehicle, in step
220, the controller 12 also determines a measure DIST
EFF__CUR representing the effective cumulative distance
“currently” traveled by the vehicle, that is, traveled by the
vehicle since the controller 12 last initiated a NO,, purge
event.

While the current effective-distance-traveled measure
DIST_EFF__CUR is determined in any suitable manner, the
controller 12 generates the current effective-distance-
traveled measure DIST__EFF__CUR at step 20 by accumu-
lating detected or determined values for instantaneous
vehicle speed VS, as may itself be derived, for example,
from engine speed N and selected-transmission-gear infor-
mation. Further, in the exemplary system 10, the controller
12 “clips” the detected or determined vehicle speed at a
minimum velocity VS_ MIN, for example, typically ranging
from perhaps about 0.2 mph to about 0.3 mph (about 0.3
km/hr to about 0.5 km/hr), in order to include the corre-
sponding “effective” distance traveled, for purposes of
emissions, when the vehicle is traveling below that speed, or
is at a stop. Most preferably, the minimum predetermined
vehicle speed VS__MIN is characterized by a level of NO,,
emissions that is at least as great as the levels of NO,
emissions generated by the engine 12 when idling at sto-
ichiometry.

At step 222, the controller 12 determines a modified
emissions measure NOX__ CUR as the total emissions mea-
sure TP NOX divided by the effective-distance-traveled
measure DIST__EFF__CUR. As noted above, the modified
emissions measure NOX_CUR is favorably expressed in
units of “grams per mile.”

Because certain characteristics of current vehicle activity
impact vehicle emissions, for example, generating increased
levels of exhaust gas constituents upon experiencing an
increase in either the frequency and/or the magnitude of
changes in engine output, the controller 12 determines a
measure ACTIVITY representing a current level of vehicle
activity (at step 224 of FIG. 2) and modifies a predetermined
maximum emissions threshold NOX__MAX_STD (at step
226) based on the determined activity measure to thereby
obtain a vehicle-activity-modified activity-modified NO,-
per-mile threshold NOX MAX which seeks to accommo-
date the impact of such vehicle activity.

While the vehicle activity measure ACTIVITY is deter-
mined at step 224 in any suitable manner based upon one or
more measures of engine or vehicle output, including but not
limited to a determined desired power, vehicle speed VS,
engine speed N, engine torque, wheel torque, or wheel
power, the controller 12 generates the vehicle activity mea-
sure ACTIVITY based upon a determination of instanta-
neous absolute engine power Pe, as follows:

Pe=TQ*N*k,,

where TQ represents a detected or determined value for the
engine’s absolute torque output, N represents engine speed,
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and k, is a predetermined constant representing the system’s
moment of inertia. The controller 12 filters the determined
values Pe over time, for example, using a high-pass filter
G, (s), where s is the Laplace operator known to those skilled
in the art, to produce a high-pass filtered engine power value
HPe. After taking the absolute value AHPe of the high-pass-
filtered engine power value HPe, the resulting absolute value
AHPe is low-pass-filtered with filter G,(s) to obtain the
desired vehicle activity measure ACTIVITY.

Similarly, while the current permissible emissions lend
NOX_MAX is modified in any suitable manner to reflect
current vehicle activity, in the exemplary system 10, at step
226, the controller 12 determines a current permissible
emissions level NOX_MAX as a predetermined function fs
of the predetermined maximum emissions threshold NOX__
MAX_STD based on the determined vehicle activity mea-
sure ACTIVITY. By way of example only, in the exemplary
system 10, the current permissible emissions level NOX__
MAX typically varies between a minimum of about 20
percent of the predetermined maximum emissions threshold
NOX_MAX_STD for relatively-high vehicle activity lev-
els (e.g., for many transients) to a maximum of about
seventy percent of the predetermined maximum emissions
threshold NOX_MAX_STD (the latter value providing a
“safety factor” ensuring that actual vehicle emissions do not
exceed the proscribed government standard NOX_MAX
STD).

Referring again to FIG. 4, at step 228, the controller 12
determines whether the modified emissions measure NOX__
CUR as determined in step 222 exceeds the maximum
emissions level NOX_MAX as determined in step 226. If
the modified emissions measure NOX__CUR does not
exceed the current maximum emissions level NOX__ MAX,
the controller 12 remains free to select a lean engine
operating condition in accordance with the exemplary sys-
tem’s lean-burn feature. If the modified emissions measure
NOX__CUR exceeds the current maximum emissions level
NOX_MAX, the controller 12 determines that the “fill”
portion of a “complete” lean-burn fill/purge cycle has been
completed, and the controller immediately initiates a purge
event at step 230 by setting suitable purge event flags
PRG_FLG and PRG_START FLG to logical one.

If, at step 214 of FIG. 4, the controller 12 determines that
a purge event has just been commenced, as by checking the
current value for the purge-start flag PRG__START FLG,
the controller 12 resets the previously determined values
TP_NOX_ TOT and DIST_EFF CUR for the total
tailpipe NO, and the effective distance traveled and the
determined modified emissions measure NOX_CUR, along
with other stored values FG_ NOX_ TOT and FG_ NOX__
TOT_MOD (to be discussed below), to zero at step 232.
The purge-start flag PRG__START FLG is similarly reset
to logic zero at that time.

The controller 12 further conditions enablement of the
lean-burn feature upon a determination of a positive perfor-
mance impact or “benefit” of such lean-burn operation over
a suitable reference operating condition, for example, a
near-stoichiometric operating condition at MBT. By way of
example only, the exemplary system 10 uses a fuel efficiency
measure calculated for such lean-burn operation with refer-
ence to engine operation at the near-stoichiometric operating
condition and, more specifically, a relative fuel efficiency or
“fuel economy benefit” measure. Other suitable perfor-
mance impacts include, without limitation, fuel usage, fuel
savings per distance traveled by the vehicle, engine
efficiency, overall vehicle tailpipe emissions, and vehicle
drivability.
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Indeed, the invention contemplates determination of a
performance impact of operating the engine and/or the
vehicle’s powertrain at any first operating mode relative to
any second operating mode, and the difference between the
first and second operating modes is not intended to be
limited to the use of different air-fuel mixtures. Thus, the
invention is intended to be advantageously used to deter-
mine or characterize an impact of any system or operating
condition that affects generated torque, such as, for example,
comparing stratified lean operation versus homogeneous
lean operation, or determining an effect of exhaust gas
recirculation (e.g., a fuel benefit can thus be associated with
a given EGR setting), or determining the effect of various
degrees of retard of a variable cam timing (“VCT”) system,
or characterizing the effect of operating charge motion
control valves (“CMCV?”), an intake-charge swirl approach,
for use with both stratified and homogeneous lean engine
operation).

More specifically, the controller 12 determines the per-
formance impact of lean-burn operation relative to stoichio-
metric engine operation at MBT by calculating a torque ratio
TR defined as the ratio, for a given speed-load condition, of
a determined indicated torque output at a selected air-fuel
ratio to a determined indicated torque output at stoichiomet-
ric operation, as described further below. In one
embodiment, the controller determines the torque ratio TR
based upon stored values for engine torque, mapped as a
function of engine speed N, engine load LOAD, and air-fuel
ratio LAMBSE.

Alternatively, the invention contemplates use of absolute
torque or acceleration information generated, for example,
by a suitable torque meter or accelerometer (not shown),
with which to directly evaluate the impact of, or to otherwise
generate a measure representative of the impact of, the first
operating mode relative to the second operating mode.
While the invention contemplates use of any suitable torque
meter or accelerometer to generate such absolute torque or
acceleration information, suitable examples include a strain-
gage torque meter positioned on the powertrain’s output
shaft to detect brake torque, and a high-pulse-frequency
Hall-effect acceleration sensor positioned on the engine’s
crankshaft. As a further alternative, the invention contem-
plates use, in determining the impact of the first operating
mode relative to the second operating mode, of the above-
described determined measure Pe of absolute instantaneous
engine power.

Where the difference between the two operating modes
includes different fuel flow rates, as when comparing a lean
or rich operating mode to a reference stoichiometric oper-
ating mode, the torque or power measure for each operating
mode is preferably normalized by a detected or determined
fuel flow rate. Similarly, if the difference between the two
operating modes includes different or varying engine speed-
load points, the torque or power measure is either corrected
(for example, by taking into account the changed engine
speed-load conditions) or normalized (for example, by relat-
ing the absolute outputs to fuel flow rate, e.g., as represented
by fuel pulse width) because such measures are related to
engine speed and system moment of inertia.

It will be appreciated that the resulting torque or power
measures can advantageously be used as “on-line” measures
of a performance impact. However, where there is a desire
to improve signal quality, i.e., to reduce noise, absolute
instantaneous power or normalized absolute instantaneous
power can be integrated to obtain a relative measure of work
performed in each operating mode. If the two modes are
characterized by a change in engine speed-load points, then
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the relative work measure is corrected for thermal efficiency,
values for which may be conveniently stored in a ROM
look-up table.

This concludes the description of the invention. The
reading of it by those skilled in the art would bring to mind
many alterations and modifications without departing from
the spirit and the scope of the invention. Accordingly, it is
intended that the scope of the invention is defined by the
following claims:

What is claimed is:

1. A method for controlling an internal combustion engine
coupled to an emission control device, the engine coupled to
an exhaust sensor providing a first signal and a second signal
respectively indicative of a first quantity and a second
quantity, the method comprising:

determining when the second signal deviates from the
second quantity based on the first signal;

adjusting the second signal in response to said determi-
nation; and

adjusting an engine operating parameter based on the

adjusted second signal.

2. The method recited in claim 1, wherein said engine
operating parameter is an exhaust air-fuel ratio of the engine.

3. The method recited in claim 1, wherein the first signal
is an equivalence ratio.

4. The method recited in claim 1, wherein the second
quantity is an amount of an exhaust constituent in parts per
million.

5. The method recited in claim 1, wherein said step of
adjusting the second signal comprises setting the second
signal to a calculated value.

6. The method recited in claim 4, wherein the exhaust
constituent comprises nitrogen oxide.

7. The method recited in claim 5, wherein said calculated
value is a product of an integrated engine exhaust air-flow
over a time interval and the second signal at the end of said
time interval.

8. The method recited in claim 1, wherein said step of
adjusting of said engine operating parameter comprises
adjusting a fuel flow rate.

9. The method recited in claim 1, wherein said step of
determining when the second signal deviates from the
second quantity based on the first signal further comprises
determining when the first signal is less than a predeter-
mined value.

10. The method recited in claim 1, wherein said step of
adjusting of the second signal ends when the second quantity
exceeds a predetermined value.

11. A control system for use with a vehicle having an
internal combustion engine coupled to an emission control
device, the system comprising:

an exhaust sensor coupled downstream of the emission

control device for providing a first signal and a second
signal; and

a controller coupled to the engine and said exhaust sensor

for determining a start of a time interval when said first
signal is richer than a first threshold, determining an
end of said time interval when said first signal is leaner
than a second threshold, and modifying said second
signal during said time interval.

12. The system recited in claim 11, wherein said first
signal comprises an air-fuel ratio.

13. The system recited in claim 12, wherein said second
signal comprises an exhaust constituent.

14. The system recited in claim 13, wherein modifying
said second signal further comprises setting said second
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signal to a product of an integrated engine exhaust air flow
over said time interval and said second signal at the end of
said time period.

15. A control system for use with a vehicle having an
internal combustion engine coupled to an emission control
device, the system comprising:

an exhaust sensor coupled downstream of the emission

control device for providing a first and a second signal
respectively indicative of an exhaust air-fuel ratio and
an exhaust constituent;

a controller coupled to the engine and said sensor for
determining a start of a time interval when said first
signal is richer than a first threshold, determining an
end of said time interval when said first signal is leaner
than a second threshold; and modifying said second
signal during said interval, wherein said modifying
comprises setting said second signal to a product of an
integrated air flow over said time interval and said
second signal at said end of said time interval.

16. A method for controlling an internal combustion
engine coupled to an emission control device, the engine
coupled to an exhaust sensor providing a first signal and a
second signal respectively indicative of an exhaust gas
air-fuel ratio and a NO,, level, the method comprising:

determining the NO,, level based on a first engine oper-
ating parameter when the first signal indicates the
exhaust air-fuel ratio is richer than a first predetermined
value,

determining the NO, level based on the second signal
when the first signal indicates the exhaust air-fuel ratio
is leaner than a second predetermined value and reduc-
tant deposited on the sensor is depleted by excess
oxygen in the lean exhaust gas; and

adjusting a second engine operating parameter based on
said determined NO,, level.
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17. The method recited in claim 16, wherein said first
engine operating parameter is an engine air flow.

18. The method recited in claim 16, wherein said second
engine operating parameter is an engine air-fuel ratio.

19. The method recited in claim 16, wherein said first
predetermined value is stoichiometry.

20. The method recited in claim 16, wherein said second
predetermined value is stoichiometry.

21. The method recited in claim 16 further comprising
indicating that the second signal correctly represents the
NO, level when a reductant deposited on the sensor is
depleted by excess O,.

22. A method for estimating the concentration of NO,,
exhaust emissions of an internal combustion engine having
a one or more sensors for measuring exhaust concentration
of oxygen and NO,, the method comprising:

measuring the exhaust oxygen concentration;
measuring the exhaust NO,, concentration;

deriving a NO, emission estimate based upon the mea-
sured exhaust NO, concentration;

deriving a correction signal, when the measured exhaust
oxygen level exceeds a predetermined level, to com-
pensate for an erroneous measurement of the exhaust
NO,, concentration; and

adjusting the NO, emission estimate based upon said

corrected signal.

23. The method recited in claim 22, wherein said step of
deriving said correction signal comprises setting said cor-
rection signal to a product of an integrated air flow over a
time period during which said erroneous measurement of the
exhaust NO, concentration occurred and the exhaust NO,
concentration at the end of said time period.
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