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57 ABSTRACT 
A crucible for containing molten magnesium, and a 
process for forming the crucible. The crucible is formed 
from ferritic stainless steel, and particularly type 444 
stainless steel plate. The method involves forming fer 
ritic stainless steel plate into component parts of the 
crucible, while maintaining the ferritic stainless steel 
plate at temperatures above about 200 F. but below the 
"blue brittle' temperature range. Further, the method 
involves special techniques for welding the crucible 
parts, Specifically, the crucible parts are preheated to a 
temperature of 100-150° C. and are completely welded 
by a process utilizing multiple welding passes with a 
special metal inert gas shielded welding technique be 
fore any cool down of the crucible parts below 100° C. 
is allowed. The welds extend completely through the 
crucible walls, which are the thickness of steel plate, 
and completely incorporate the crucible parts while 
being essentially free of cracks. 

9 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures 
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CRUCIBLES FOR MOLTEN MAGNESUMAND 
METHOD OF FORMING 

GENERAL BACKGROUND 

This invention relates to metal crucibles for contain 
ing materials such as molten magnesium, and to forming 
steps for use in constructing such crucibles. 
Magnesium is used in applications where a metal of 

low weight and moderate strength is required. Com 
monly, magnesium articles are made by casting molten 
magnesium into the desired form. 
There are metallurgical problems involved in the 

handling of molten magnesium. Molten magnesium 
attacks many metal alloys. Many metais (e.g., nickel, 
copper) are soluable in magnesium and can contaminate 
magnesium and make it unsuitable for use. Further, 
molten magnesium is usually handled at temperatures 
and in environments which are highly corrosive to 
many metals. 
Magnesium crucibles have been fabricated of metal 

plate of mild carbon steel or cast steel with negligible 
nickel content. Such metals, in plate form, are readily 
cold worked at room temperatures to form component 
parts of the crucible. The component parts of the cruci 
ble are then welded together to complete the crucible. 

However, a crucible formed of low alloy steels has a 
very limited lifetime in the highly corrosive environ 
ment of a magnesium melting furnace. The exterior of 
the crucible is subjected to heavy oxidation (corrosion) 
resulting in gross scaling of the outer surfaces of the 
crucible. This scaling is aggravated by intense heating 
and subsequent cooldown which results in cracking of 
the scale and the adjacent metal. Scaling not only de 
creases the efficiency of heat input to the crucible but 
ultimately results in such degradation of the material 
that it is either no longer useful or requires extensive 
reconditioning to make it useful. The lifetime of such a 
crucible is therefore quite short, often no more than 
several days. 
One technique which has been used to try and reduce 

the effects of scaling has been to apply a layer of chro 
inium cladding on the external surface of a low alloy 
crucible. The cladding has been primarily used to try to 
decrease exterior corrosion. However, there are practi 
cal and technical difficulties in using this technique. 
Technically, the chromium cladding, which is brittle, 
may crack during application or while in service. Prac 
tically (economically), the increased lifetime for magne 
sium melting crucibles with chromium cladding has not 
been sufficient to offset the greatly increased cost of the 
cladding material. 
SUMMARY AND FURTHER BACKGROUND OF 

THE INVENTION 

The applicant believes that, as disclosed in this appli 
cation, he has found a crucible construction, and a 
method of forming the crucible, which produce a cruci 
ble with a significantly increased life in comparison to 
previous crucibles for containing molten magnesium. 
Moreover, the method includes certain metal fabricat 
ing techniques which, in and of themselves, may consti 
tute important contributions to the art of fabricating and 
welding high chronium ferritic stainless steels. In order 
to fully evaluate the contribution which is being made 
to the art by this invention, it is believed to be important 
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2 
to appreciate the types of problems which the applicant 
faced in arriving at the invention. 

For example, according to the invention, the crucible 
is formed from components made of ferritic stainless 
steel having the thickness of plate steel (at least 3/16" 
thick), and which components are weided together. 
Ferritic stainless steels, and many weld materials which 
might be useful with ferritic stainless steels, have a "hot 
short' characteristic. That is, they are prone to forming 
cracks as they cool from the temperature ranges at 
which the weld material is deposited. The formation of 
even microscopically sized cracks makes the crucible 
unsuitable for handling molten magnesium, because 
those cracks will grow, and quickly make the crucible 
unusable. Moreover, the welds must be strong enough 
to join the relatively thick ferritic stainless steels, and to 
withstand the relatively volatile conditions involved in 
handling molten magnesium. To make a crucible suit 
able for handling molten magnesium, the applicant has 
had to produce virtually 100% effective welds which 
extend completely through the relatively thick walls of 
the crucible, which completely incorporate the ferritic 
stainless steel components, and which are essentially 
free of cracks (i.e., no visible cracks when subjected to 
X-ray and/or magnaflux inspection). 

Certain components of the crucible of the invention 
are preferably formed of a type 444 ferritic stainless 
steel plate, manufactured by Jones and Laughlin. Type 
444 is ferritic stainless steel of the 18-2 chromium, mo 
lybdenum type having a low carbon content. Forming a 
crucible from type 444 steel in plate form has presented 
its own obstacles for the applicant to overcome. Specifi 
cally, in the applicant's experience, 400 series stainless 
steels, particularly in plate form, are usually formed 
(worked) at elevated temperatures above about 1100 F. 
where the ductility of the metal is known to be satisfac 
tory for working. Despite broad suggestions that such 
steels may be "cold worked' at room temperatures, 
applicant believes that the brittleness of the steel in plate 
form tends to discourage its cold working. However, as 
set forth in this application, applicant has found that 
plate type 444 steel can be worked, for applicant's pur 
poses, in specific temperature ranges. 
According to the invention, applicant has provided 

highly corrosion resistant crucibles with component 
parts formed from a high-chromium, low carbon ferritic 
stainless steel plate, preferably type 444. The crucibles 
are basically open topped container-like structures hav 
ing side wail and bottom wall components which are 
welded together. The welds completely incorporate the 
component parts, and extend completely through the 
relatively thick walls of the crucible. Importantly, the 
welds are free of even microscopically sized cracks. 
The side wall parts of the crucible are formed from 

ferritic stainless steel plate. The ferritic stainless steel 
plate, preferably type 444 steel plate, is formed into the 
side wall parts in a manner which appears to depart 
from the metallurgically obvious way such formation 
might be expected. Specifically, it has been recognized 
that ferritic stainless steel such as type 444, particularly 
in plate form, are too brittle to be worked at room tem 
perature. However, applicant has found that maintain 
ing the ferritic stainless steel plate at a temperature 
above about 200' F. but below the "blue brittle' tem 
perature range during fabrication allows formation of 
the ferritic steel plate into the side wall parts of the 
crucible without cracking the steel plate. 
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In welding components of the crucible, opposed por 
tions of the components are bevelled and are placed in 
close proximity to each other. The opposed portions are 
then preheated to a temperature in the range of 
100-150° C., and are enveloped in a special inert gas 
(argon or helium) back shielding atmosphere before any 
welding takes place. Then, the opposed portions are 
welded by multiple welding passes utilizing a metal 
inert gas (MIG) process, preferably open arc with argon 
shielding. Importantly, according to the invention, the 
entire weld is completed before allowing the opposed 
portions to cool below their preheated temperature. 
Normally, in multiple pass welding it is not uncommon 
to make several welding passes to partially complete a 
weld, allow the partially welded material to cool, and 
thereafter reheat the material and complete the weld. 
This technique is quite satisfactory in many welding 
applications. On the other hand, the present invention 
requires the entire weld to be completed before the 
component parts are allowed to drop below their pre 
heated temperature. This technique has been found 
important in avoiding formation of microscopic cracks 
in the weld. 

In accordance with the invention, the weld rod mate 
rial for the initial passes of a multi-pass welding opera 
tion are formed of a nickel-free, high-chromium stain 
less steel alloy which is compatible with the ferritic 
stainless components. 
Through the use of the present invention, it has been 

found that crucibles of corrosion-resistant ferritic stain 
less steel can be fabricated which show a six-to-tenfold 
increase in lifetime over cast steel or low alloy carbon 
fabricated steel crucibles. 
Thus, it is a basic object of this invention to provide 

a new and useful crucible for handling materials such as 
molten magnesium. 

It is another basic object of this invention to provide 
a process for forming and welding high chromium, low 
carbon, relatively thick stainless steel without breaking 
or cracking the plate material, and without inducing 
cracking in the weld. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The foregoing and other objects of the invention will 
become apparent from the following detailed descrip 
tion taken with reference to the accompanying draw 
ings wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a side view of a crucible made in accordance 
with the invention supported in a portion of a magne 
sium melting furnace; 
FIG. 2 is a top view of the crucible of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a schematic view of the roll forming opera 

tion used to form certain components of the crucible 
according to the invention; 
FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view of the compo 

nent parts of the crucible of FIG. 1, before being 
welded together; and 

FIGS. 5-9 illustrate in cross section, the progressive, 
steps of the welding operation of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

A magnesium crucible or melting pot formed accord 
ing to the invention is shown at 12 in FIG. 1. Its compo 
nent parts are shown in FIG. 4 before assembly. The 
crucible includes a rounded bottom wall 14, a pair of 
side wall halves 16 and 18, and a flange 26 or collar. The 
side wall halves 16 and 18 are formed by the process set 
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4. 
forth hereinafter and are welded along adjacent edges 
40 to form weld seams 20 and 22 (FIG. 2). The side wall 
halves 16, 18 are welded to the round bottom wall 14 to 
form a base weld seam 24. 
The collar 26 encircles the outer periphery of the side 

wall halves 16, 18 and is welded thereto. Preferably, the 
collar 26 is located near the top edge 28 of the side wall 
halves 16, 18. As is known in the art, the support collar 
26 functions as a rest from which the crucible 12 is 
suspended a melting furnace 30 (FIG. 1). 
As seen from FIGS. 1 and 2, the resulting crucible is 

basically an open topped container with an inside sur 
face 27 and an outside surface 29. Importantly, the vari 
ous weld seams (e.g., weld seams 20, 22, 24) extend 
completely through the crucible from the inside surface 
to the outside surface, and are essentially free of cracks. 
The term "essentially free of cracks', as used in this 
application, means there are no visible cracks when 
subjected to X-ray and/or magnaflux inspection, as will 
be readily appreciated by those skilled in the art. 

In the melting furnace 30 material in the crucible 12 is 
heated with a burner 32. The atmosphere within the 
melting furnace 30 is usually strongly oxidizing. With 
the use of crucibles made from low carbon steel or cast 
steel, heavy oxide scaling of the exterior portions of the 
crucibles which are exposed to this corrosive atmo 
sphere occurs. Melting temperatures in a typical magne 
sium melting furnace range from 1100" F. to 1650 F. At 
these temperatures, typical prior crucibles have short 
lifetimes, sometimes only a few days. 

In order to increase crucible lifetime in the highly 
oxidizing atmosphere of the melting furnace 30, the 
crucible 12 of the invention is preferably fabricated 
from a high-chromium, low-carbon ferritic stainless 
steel, preferably a type 444 stainless steel as manufac 
tured by Jones and Laughlin. Type 444 stainless steel 
plate has the following approximate chemical composi 
tion: 

Element Percent by Weight 
Carbon 0.016% 
Manganese 0.25% 
Phosphorous 0.025% 
Sulphur 0.001% 
Silicon 0.70% 
Chromium 18.00% 
Nickel 0.56% 
Molybdenum 1.83% 
Copper 0.12% 
Colombium 0.33% 
Titanium 0.17% 

This composition is typical of a 400 Series 18-2 
chromium-molybdenum ferritic stainless steel. The 
nickel and copper content of the ferritic stainless steel 
plate is very low to avoid contamination of magnesium 
through dissolution of nickel and copper from the cruci 
ble during use. Moreover, applicant believes the type 
444 steel could be further improved, for the purpose of 
this invention, by totally eliminating the nickel and 
copper content. 
The ferritic stainless steel is used in plate form (at 

least 3/16" thick and over 48" wide) to form the side 
wall halves 16, 18 of the crucible. The fabricating tech 
nique for forming the ferritic stainless steel plate into 
the side wall halves 16, 18 is shown schematically in 
FIG. 3. Basically, the ferritic stainless steel plate is roll 
formed into each of the side wall halves 16, 18. As seen 
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from FIG. 3 a flat plate member 34 is being formed into 
one of the side wall halves. The plate member 34 is 
formed around a mandril 36 of appropriate shape by 
forming rolls 38. The mandril 36 and the forming rolls 
38 are moved relative to each other in the direction 
shown by the arrows from the position shown by solid 
lines in FIG. 3 to those indicated by dashed lines. In the 
process, a side wall half 34" is fabricated. 
Of course, the side wall halves 16, 18 must be secured 

to each other along two adjacent edges to form the side 
wall of the crucible. It is also contemplated that, rather 
than forming two side wall halves 16, 18, a single piece 
side wall member can be formed. With a single piece 
side wall member, there could be only one pair of adja 
cent edges to be welded together. The single piece side 
wall member can also be roll formed by a similar tech 
nique to that used to form the side wall halves 16, 18. 
Forming techniques such as illustrated in FIG. 3 for 

forming low alloy steel plates into magnesium crucible 
components are ordinarily carried out at room tempera 
tures. According to the invention, however, it has been 
determined that type 444 ferritic stainless steel plate is 
too brittle at room temperature to be worked without 
cracking or breaking. On the other hand, it has been 
determined that type 444 stainless steel plate can be 
worked by the operation of FIG. 3 by maintaining the 
ferritic stainless steel plate at a temperature above about 
200 F. but below the "blue brittle' temperature range 
of the metal during the forming operation. The "blue 
brittle' temperature range is a temperature range (usu 
ally between 450 F. and 700°F.) where high chromium 
steels are prone to become particularly brittle, as known 
in the art. The lower temperature limit is important 
because applicant has found that below 200 F. type 444 
ferritic stainless steel plate is too brittle to be worked. 
The metal again becomes ductile at about 1100' F. and 
may again be worked at temperatures above this limit. 
Thus, according to the invention, the ferritic stainless 
steel plate 34 is maintained at a temperature above about 
200 F, and preferably in a temperature range of 
200-300' F. during the forming operation. 
Each of the side wall halves 16, 18 are roll formed in 

the foregoing manner. Alternatively, the side wall 
halves can be press formed while being maintained in 
the temperature range of 200-300' F. Further, the 
bottom wall 14 is formed (preferably pressed) out of 444 
ferritic stainless steel at about 1400 F. Naturally, the 
bottom wall 14 is formed in the same thickness as the 
side wall halves 16, 18. The side halves 16, 18 and the 
bottom wall 14 are then welded to each other, as set 
forth hereinafter. 
FIGS. 5–9 illustrate the welding process for a pair of 

opposed plate metal portions 50, 52, which are "thick 
and which, in the formation of the crucible of FIG. 1 
would be the side wall halves 16, 18. The opposed por 
tions 50, 52 have bevelled surfaces 54, 56 which are 
preferably straight, and converge at an angle of 60. 
Further, the surfaces 54, 56 extend from one surface 55 
to the other surface 53 of the metal sections. When the 
opposed metal portions 50, 52 are components of the 
crucible, the surface 55 would be the outside surface of 
the crucible, and the surface 53 would be the inside 
surface. Thus, the bevelled surfaces 54, 56 would con 
verge inwardly from the outside surface of the crucible 
to the inside surface of the crucible. 
The welding of the opposed metal portions 50, 52 is 

accomplished by multiple passes between the bevelled 
surfaces 54, 56 using a metal inert gas (MIG) technique. 
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6 
Preferably, the welding is by means of an open arc 
argon shielded technique. In the applicant's experience, 
in welding a pair of surfaces by multiple pass arc weld 
ing, it is not uncommon to make several welding passes 
to partially weld the surfaces, allow the welds to cool, 
and to complete the weld at a later time. Often the 
welding passes are performed after preheating of the 
surfaces. For many steels, this procedure produces satis 
factory welds. 

However, in welding according to the principles of 
the invention, it has been found important to preheat the 
opposed portions in the area adjacent the bevelled sur 
faces 54, 56 to a temperature of 100-150° C. prior to the 
welding thereof, and to prevent the opposed portions 
from falling below the preheat temperature until the 
entire multiple pass welding operation is completed. 
This has been found to be important in order to avoid 
cracking of the weld and adjacent metal. 
Thus, the welding operation is preceeded by preheat 

ing the opposed metal portions 50, 52 in the area adja 
cent the bevelled surfaces 54, 56 to a temperature of 
100-150° C. Such heating may be by any means, but is 
preferably accomplished by directing a gas flame 
against the opposed metal portions 50, 52 in the area 
adjacent the bevelled surfaces 54, 56. A gas flame is 
preferred since oily or sooty residues should be 
avoided. Such residues represent a source of carbon 
which may alloy, in the heat of the weld, with the metal 
causing a localized increase in the carbon content. 
The relatively thick metal portions 50, 52 constitute a 

heat sink which continually conducts heat away from 
the point at which it is primarily directed. In order to 
maintain the temperature of the opposed portions 
within the desired range, it is necessary to periodically 
or continuously reapply heat to these portions. 

Before beginning the welding passes, the inside sur 
face of the crucible, i.e., surface 53, is enveloped in an 
inert gas atmosphere. An "inert gas' contemplates a gas 
which is at least 90% inert gas (argon or helium), but 
may contain small amounts of oxygen and carbon diox 
ide. It is preferred that the opposed portions be suitably 
enclosed, and the enclosure filled with inert (preferably 
argon) gas. The welding passes are made by an open arc 
with argon shielding process, or a comparable metal 
inert gas (MIG) process. 
The first welding pass deposits a first weld bead 60 at 

the narrow apex 58 of the bevelled surfaces 54, 56 (see 
FIGS. 5 and 6). The first weld bead 60 is deposited by 
the open arc argon shielded welding process while the 
inert gas atmosphere acts as a back shield at the inside 
surface 53 of the crucible. The inert gas back shield 
removes oxygen, thus preventing oxidation at the inside 
of the weld. Further, the argon gas back shield helps 
prevent nitrogen from alloying with the type 444 steel. 
The inert gas back shield is maintained at least until 
portions of both bevelled surfaces have been incorpo 
rated into the weld. 
The first weld bead 60 is deposited from the outside 

of the crucible. As seen from FIGS. 5 and 6, it incorpo 
rates portions of both bevelled surfaces 54, 56. The weld 
rod for forming the first weld bead 60 should have a low 
nickel and copper content to avoid contamination of the 
molten magnesium. Because of its corrosion resistance, 
and its compatibility with type 444 steel, a weld rod 
known as "18-2' and manufactured by ARMCO Steel 
Co. has been found to be a good material for welding 
the components of the crucible. 
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After the first weld bead 60 is deposited, the outside 
surface of the weld bead 60 is ground, while of course 
maintaining the area of the opposed metal portions 50, 
52 adjacent the bevelled surfaces 54, 56 at least at the 
minimum preheat temperature of 100° C. It is believed 
the grinding removes any oxidation or slag generated 
surface cracks from the weld bead 60. 
Another outside weld pass, by the open arc argon 

shielded process, thereafter applies a succeeding weld 
bead 69 between the bevelled surfaces 54, 56 outside the 
first weld bead 60 (FIG. 7). Before applying the weld 
bead 69, the inert gas back shielding atmosphere can be 
removed, since the weld bead 60 completely incorpo 
rates portions of both bevelled surfaces 54, 56 and thus 
eliminates the need for the inert gas back shield. 

After application of weld bead 69, the outside surface 
of that weld bead is also ground. As seen from FIG. 7, 
the weld bead 69 incorporates the initial weld bead 60, 
as well as the bevelled surfaces 54, 56. 
Two weld beads 72, 74 complete the weld. The weld 

bead 72 is deposited against, and incorporates, one of 
the bevelled surfaces (i.e., surface 54) and also the weld 
bead 69. This weld bead 72 is also deposited by an open 
arc argon sheilded welding process. The exposed sur 
face of weld bead 72, against which subsequent welding 
takes place, is ground in the same manner as the previ 
ous weld beads. The final weld bead 74 may be depos 
ited against, and incorporates, the bevelled surface 56, 
the weld bead 69 and the weld bead 72. Again, as with 
the weld bead 72, the final weld bead 74 is deposited by 
an open arc argon shielded welding process. 
The weld beads 72, 74 complete the incorporation of 

the bevelled surfaces 54, 56 into the weld. Since the 
weld beads 72, 74 are spaced from the inside of the 
crucible, and thus cannot contaminate molten magne 
sium in the crucible, a lesser grade, compatible stainless 
steel weld rod may be used to form those weld beads. 
For example, an austenitic type 309 stainless steel hav 
ing moderately high nickel content may be used to give 
good corrosion resistance on the exterior surface of the 
crucible. 
Of course, while the foregoing series of weld beads is 

suitable for welding a crucible with '' thick walls, it is 
contemplated that additional welding beads may be 
applied for welding crucibles with thicker (e.g., " or 
thicker) walls. 

It will be noted that throughout the welding passes 
which deposit the weld beads 60, 69, 72 and 74, heat 
from the external source has been periodically or con 
tinuously applied to the opposed metal portions 50, 52. 
In accordance with the invention, the temperature of 
the opposed metal portions is maintained at least at the 
minimum 100° C. preheat temperature range. After the 
weld is completed, the welds and the bevelled surfaces 
54, 56 are allowed to slowly cool to ambient tempera 
ture. 
As noted above, the opposed metal portions 50, 52 

represent the side wall halves 16, 18. Naturally, the two 
side wall halves require welding along two adjacent 
edges to form the side wall of the crucible. Then, the 
bottom wall 14 is joined to the side wall by means of the 
same welding process which is used to weld the side 
wall halves together. The bottom wall 14 and the adja 
cent surface of the side wall would be bevelled, to form 
converging surfaces 42, 44 (FIG. 3). The appropriate 
portions of the bottom wall 14 and the side wall would 
be preheated to 100-150° C., and maintained at least at 
100° C. while multiple welding passes are utilized to 
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8 
completely incorporate the converging surfaces 42, 44 
into the weld. The inside surface of the crucible (i.e., the 
surface adjacent the apex of bevelled surfaces 42, 44) 
would be enveloped in an inert gas (argon) back shield 
ing atmosphere until portions of both surfaces 42, 44 are 
incorporated into the weld. 
The fabrication of the crucible 12 is completed by 

slipping the ring shaped support collar 26 over the exte 
rior of the side wall from below and welding the sup 
port collar 26 to the side wall at a location spaced gener 
ally downwardly from the circular top edge 28 thereof. 
The resulting crucible thus comprises components 

formed of ferritic stainless steel of plate-type thickness, 
and those components are joined to each other by weld 
material which extends completely through the crucible 
from the inside surface to the outside surface. Signifi 
cantly, it has been found that with a crucible formed in 
this manner, the weld material completely incorporates 
the ferritic stainless steel components, and is essentially 
free of cracks. 
While the invention has been described in the pre 

ferred embodiment thereof, it is contemplated that oth 
ers will occur to those of ordinary skill in the art upon 
the reading and understanding of the foregoing specifi 
cation. For example, as depicted in the drawings, the 
bevelled surfaces 54, 56 are preferably straight, and 
extend from the outside surface of the crucible to an 
apex at the inside surface of the crucible. However, the 
term "bevelled' should not be considered as strictly 
limited to that geometry. It is contemplated that the 
surfaces may converge from the outside to the inside of 
the crucible with a J-shaped geometry, which is known 
in the art. The initial weld bead would be deposited as 
described above, with inert gas backshielding envelop 
ing the narrow gap between those surfaces at the inside 
of the crucible. The remaining weld beads would also 
be deposited in the manner described above. The bev 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

elled surfaces may also converge from both the inside 
and outside walls to a narrow apex midway between the 
inside and outside walls, a geometry which is known in 
the art as a "double bevel". With such a geometry, the 
first weld bead would be deposited at the narrow apex 
utilizing the argon backshield technique described 
above. The remaining weld beads would extend both 
inwardly and outwardly from that initial weld bead to 
complete the weld. 

It is believed that in view of the foregoing descrip 
tion, various other embodiments and modifications will 
become readily apparent to those of ordinary skill in the 
art. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A crucible for containing molten magnesium com 

prising a side wall and a bottom wall defining a con 
tainer like structure with an inside surface and an out 
side surface; said side wall and said botton wall being 
formed of ferritic stainless steel having the thickness of 
steel plate; the side wall and the bottom wall being 
joined to each other by weld material which extends 
completely through the crucible from the inside surface 
to the outside surface; and weld material being compati 
ble with the ferritic stainless steel forming the side wall 
and said bottom wall, at least the portion of the weld 
material at the inside surface being substantially free of 
materials that would contaminate molten magnesium, 
and the weld material being essentially free of cracks. 

2. A crucible as defined in claim 1 wherein said side 
wall includes at least one pair of opposed portions 
which are joined to each other by the weld material, the 
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weld material comprising a plurality of weld beads 
disposed between and completely incorporating the 
opposed portions of said side wall. 

3. A crucible as defined in claim 2 wherein said plu 
rality of weld beads are in a state resulting from having 
all been deposited between said opposed portions while 
said opposed portions are maintained at least at a tem 
perature of 100 C. 

4. A crucible as defined in claim 3 wherein said plu 
rality of weld beads include one or more primary weld 
beads forming a primary weld extending completely 
between said opposed portions and in a state resulting 
from having been deposited by a metal inert gas process 
while the inside of the crucible was enveloped in an 
inert gas atmosphere. 

5. A crucible as defined in claim 4 wherein said op 
posed portions comprise opposed bevelled surfaces 
which converge toward a narrow gap, said primary 
weld beads forming the primary weld extending com 
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pletely between said opposed bevelled surfaces at the 
narrow gap formed thereby. 

6. A crucible as defined in any of claims 3, 4 or 5 
wherein said side wall and said bottom wall are formed 
of type 444 ferritic stainless steel. 

7. A crucible as defined in any claims 3, 4 or 5 
wherein said side wall comprises one or more compo 
nents of ferritic stainless steel plate. 

8. A crucible as defined in claim 7 wherein said com 
ponents of ferritic stainless steel plate are in a state 
resulting from having been heated to at least about 200 
F. but below the blue brittle temperature range for the 
ferritic stainless steel plate, mechanically formed into 
appropriate shapes while being maintained at least at 
about 200 F., and thereafter allowed to cool. 

9. A crucible as defined in claim 8 wherein said com 
ponents are formed of type 444 ferritic stainless steel 
plate. 
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