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RADIATION IMAGING APPARATUS AND
METHOD OF CONTROLLING THE SAME

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a technique for
obtaining radiation that passes through a subject as an
image.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Conventionally, radiation imaging apparatuses that
obtain a digital image (radiation image) by emitting radia-
tion towards a subject from a radiation generating apparatus,
and digitizing the radiation after it passes through the subject
have been commercialized. The radiation imaging apparatus
can obtain a clear image by performing image processing on
the obtained radiation image. The radiation imaging appa-
ratus, by transferring an image obtained in this way to a
control apparatus such as a control computer, enables medi-
cal imaging diagnosis and saving on the control apparatus
side.

[0003] Among radiation imaging apparatuses, there are
those that use a sensor array in which pixels configured by
conversion elements for converting radiation into signal
charges (electrical signals) and switch elements such as a
TFT (Thin Film Transistor) that transfers the electrical
signal to the outside are arranged two-dimensionally (refer
to Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2006-523125). Such a
radiation imaging apparatus reads a signal charge converted
in a conversion element by using a switch element such as
a TFT, and forms a digital image from a read out charge
amount. Also, such a radiation imaging apparatus, compared
to radiation imaging apparatuses that use conventional X-ray
film or an imaging plate, have high instantaneousness, and
can perform fluoroscopy that projects video in real time
rather than just one radiation image.

[0004] Specifically, fluoroscopy is imaging that obtains
consecutive images by emitting radiation consecutively or
cyclically. It is possible to observe the motion of a subject
from consecutive images obtained by fluoroscopy. Fluoros-
copy can be performed in different imaging modes depend-
ing on an imaging part or the like. For example, in a case
where the imaging part of the subject is a portion such as a
heart that moves quickly, high-speed imaging in a small field
of view is desirable, and in a case where the imaging art of
the subject is a portion such as a head that does not move
much, low-speed imaging in a wide field of view is desir-
able.

[0005] In a case where imaging is performed by emitting
radiation cyclically, as in fluoroscopy, a radiation emission
time period is decided in accordance with the number of
images displayed per unit time (hereinafter referred to as the
frame rate). In fluoroscopy, the irradiation dose per unit time
is restricted because it depends on the frame rate.

[0006] In a case where imaging is performed at a particu-
larly high speed (high framerate), the radiation emission
time period becomes shorter, and therefore the irradiation
dose per unit time becomes smaller. When the irradiation
dose is insufficient, the image itself will not be outputted,
and there is the risk that it will lead to reimaging or a
misdiagnosis.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] In the present disclosure, in view of the above
described issues, a technique is provided for ensuring a
sufficient dose for radiation imaging even in a case where
imaging is performed at a high speed in a small field of view.
[0008] According to one aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a radiation imaging apparatus, which
comprises: a sensor array in which a plurality of pixels are
arranged in a matrix form; and a control unit configured to,
based on a synchronization signal comprised of a cyclical
pulse train and a timing control signal synchronized to the
synchronization signal, cyclically perform a storing opera-
tion that stores charge in the pixels and a reading out
operation that reads out the charge stored in the pixels,
wherein the control unit, in accordance with a range of a
partial region for trimming in a region of the sensor array in
which read out is possible, changes a phase of the timing
control signal in relation to the synchronization signal.

[0009] Further features of the present invention will
become apparent from the following description of exem-
plary embodiments (with reference to the attached draw-

ings).
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a configuration of
a radiation imaging system in a first embodiment.

[0011] FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a configuration of
a radiation detection unit in the radiation imaging apparatus.
[0012] FIG. 3 describes a flowchart of radiation imaging
in the first embodiment.

[0013] FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram describing a timing
chart of a mode change in the first embodiment.

[0014] FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram describing a timing
chart of the radiation imaging in the first embodiment.
[0015] FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram describing a timing
chart of a mode change in a second embodiment.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

First Embodiment

[0016] Explanation is given below, while referring to the
drawings, regarding a radiation imaging system including a
radiation imaging apparatus in embodiments of the present
invention. FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a configuration of
a radiation imaging system 100 in a first embodiment. The
radiation imaging system 100 is configured from a radiation
source 101, a radiation generating apparatus 102, a control
apparatus 103, and a radiation imaging apparatus 104.

[0017] The radiation source 101 emits radiation. The
radiation generating apparatus 102 controls the radiation
source 101. The control apparatus 103 controls the radiation
imaging apparatus 104 and the radiation generating appara-
tus 102 based on input to an operation unit (not shown) by
an operator. Also, the control apparatus 103, based on input
to the operation unit (not shown) by the operator, collects
and displays captured images received from the radiation
imaging apparatus 104, receives imaging orders, and regis-
ters imaging information, patient information, or the like.
The control apparatus 103 is connected to an internal LAN
105 comprised of a LAN (Local Area Network), for
example. Also, an HIS/RIS 106 is connected to the internal
LAN 105. HIS is an abbreviation for Hospital Information
System, and RIS is an abbreviation of Radiology Informa-
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tion System. The control apparatus 103 and the HIS/RIS 106
can intercommunicate, and can communicate radiation
image imaging orders, imaging information, and captured
image data.

[0018] The radiation imaging apparatus 104 is configured
from a drive control unit 110, a radiation detection unit 111,
a timing control unit 112, a storage unit 113, and a power
supply 114. The drive control unit 110 controls imaging and
communication operation. The radiation detection unit 111
detects radiation and generates image data. An image data
generation operation by the radiation detection unit 111 is
described later with reference to FIG. 2. The timing control
unit 112, based on a synchronization signal received from
the control apparatus 103, generates and controls the timing
of charge (radiation) storage and read out. The storage unit
113 is used for saving captured images and imaging infor-
mation.

[0019] The control apparatus 103 is configured from a
radiation imaging control unit 120, a radiation generation
control unit 121, a synchronization signal generation unit
122, and a display unit 123. The display unit 123 may be
integrated in the control apparatus or externally attached.
The radiation imaging control unit 120 performs control of
timing and conditions of image obtainment by the radiation
imaging apparatus 104. The radiation generation control unit
121 performs control of timing and conditions of emission
of radiation by the radiation generating apparatus 102. The
synchronization signal generation unit 122 generates a syn-
chronization signal of the radiation imaging system 100
based on information of the imaging information that is
registered. The display unit 123 displays captured images
and imaging information.

[0020] Information communicating between the control
apparatus 103 and the radiation imaging apparatus 104, and
between the control apparatus 103 and the radiation gener-
ating apparatus 102 is made possible by one or a plurality of
means: cable-connected communication using a standard
such as RS232C, USB, Ethernet (registered trademark), a
dedicated signal line, or wireless communication. Commu-
nication of, for example, image data, control communication
for image obtainment condition setting or apparatus state
obtainment or the like, signals for synchronizing such as
notification of a timing for image obtainment and a timing
at which radiation emission is possible or the like is per-
formed between the control apparatus 103 and the radiation
imaging apparatus 104. Also, communication of, for
example, control communication such as for radiation emis-
sion condition setting, radiation generating apparatus status
obtainment, and actual emission information, and signals for
synchronization such as a notification of radiation emission
timing is performed between the control apparatus 103 and
the radiation generating apparatus 102.

[0021] FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a configuration of
the radiation detection unit 111 of the radiation imaging
apparatus 104. The radiation detection unit 111 has a sensor
array 204 comprised of a plurality of pixels 207 arranged in
a two-dimensional array so as to configure a plurality of
rows and a plurality of columns. The plurality of pixels 207
in the sensor array 204 are configured from a TFT 208 and
a photoelectric conversion element 209, for example, and
the pixels 207 are formed to comprise phosphor thereon, for
example. In such a case, the radiation incident on the
radiation detection unit 111, is converted into visible light by
the phosphor, the converted visible light is incident on the
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photoelectric conversion element 209 of each pixel, and a
charge according to the visible light is generated in each of
the photoelectric conversion elements 209. Note that, in the
present embodiment, an embodiment that comprises con-
version elements for converting incident radiation into
charge by the above described phosphor and photoelectric
conversion elements is described. However, an embodiment
that comprises so-called direct-conversion-type conversion
elements that convert incident radiation into charge directly
without comprising phosphor, for example, is also possible.
By switching the TFT 208 ON and OFF, storage of charge
(radiation) and read out of charge are performed, and a
radiation image can be obtained thereby.

[0022] For pixels in a row in a two-dimensional sensor
array 204 of the radiation detection unit 111, the TFT of each
pixel in the row turns ON by an ON voltage of the TFT being
applied to a driving line 211 by a drive circuit 201, and
thereby the charge is stored in a sample and hold circuit 202
through a respective signal line 210. After that, the stored
charges are read out sequentially via a multiplexer 203 in a
readout circuit 212, and after amplification by an amplifier
205, are converted into image data of a digital value by an
A/D converter 206. Also, in a row for which read out of
charges has finished, each pixel in the row returns to storing
charge upon an OFF voltage of the TFT being applied to the
driving line 211 by the drive circuit 201.

[0023] In this way, the drive circuit 201 scans by driving
each line of the sensor array 204 sequentially, and all of the
pixel output charges ultimately are converted into digital
values. By this, the radiation detection unit 111 can read out
radiographic image data. Such storing operation and readout
operation control is performed by the drive control unit 110.
The image data after being converted into a digital value is
stored in the storage unit 113 of FIG. 1.

[0024] In the case of fluoroscopy, the readout circuit 212
of the radiation detection unit 111 repeats the readout
operation in accordance with the frame rate. In a period over
which radiation is emitted to the sensor array 204, the
storing operation is performed, and the readout operation is
not performed. Because a readout operation is not performed
during the storing operation, the power supply of the readout
circuit 212 may be turned OFF from the perspective of
power consumption, and the power supply may be kept in
the ON state from the perspective of image artifacts.
[0025] The radiation imaging apparatus 104 in the present
embodiment performs radiation imaging by switching the
charge storing operation and readout operation at the timing
described below. With reference to FIG. 3, the procedure of
radiation imaging in the present embodiment is described.
FIG. 3 is a flowchart for radiation imaging by the radiation
imaging apparatus in the present embodiment.

[0026] In step S101, the operator inputs the power supply
of the radiation generating apparatus 102, the radiation
imaging apparatus 104, and the control apparatus 103, and
sets the patient at a predetermined imaging position in the
radiation imaging system 100. Also, the control apparatus
103, via operation by the operator, or through the internal
LAN 105, receives imaging orders. Next, the radiation
imaging control unit 120 of the control apparatus 103, via an
operation by the operator or through the internal LAN 105,
obtains patient information or imaging information. In the
present embodiment, it is assumed that the imaging infor-
mation includes information of an imaging mode having
elements that vary such as image size, whether or not to
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perform image trimming, frame rate, or the like, and an
element that is a mode change signal that indicates whether
the imaging mode changed. Note that the image trimming is
trimming of a predetermined part of the effective region
(effective pixel region) in an image region in which detec-
tion (read out) is possible. By the image trimming, an image
of a small field of view can be obtained. In the present
embodiment, for image trimming, a readout of the image
region for which detection (read out) from the readout
circuit 212 of the radiation imaging apparatus 104 is pos-
sible is performed, but it is assumed that image output and
image display from the radiation imaging apparatus 104 to
the control apparatus 103 is not performed for regions other
than the region that is trimmed (driving for reading out an
image region for which detection (read out) is possible is
performed, but the actual data read out time period becomes
shorter). By such control, it becomes possible to change the
image size without changing control of the radiation imag-
ing apparatus 104. Also, in the synchronization signal gen-
eration unit 122 of the control apparatus 103, a synchroni-
zation signal is generated and transmitted from the radiation
generation control unit 121 to the radiation generating
apparatus 102.

[0027] Also, the synchronization signal generation unit
122 of'the control apparatus 103 generates a synchronization
signal based on patient information and imaging informa-
tion. The synchronization signal generation unit 122 trans-
mits the generated synchronization signal to the radiation
imaging apparatus 104. Note that the synchronization signal
may be generated by an external apparatus other than the
control apparatus 103, or transmitted to the radiation imag-
ing apparatus 104 through the control apparatus 103, for
example. Also, the radiation generation control unit 121
transmits to the radiation generating apparatus 102 the
synchronization signal generated by the synchronization
signal generation unit 122. The radiation generating appa-
ratus 102 controls emission of radiation by the radiation
source 101 in accordance with the received synchronization
signal.

[0028] In step S102, the radiation imaging apparatus 104
receives imaging information and a synchronization signal
from the control apparatus 103 (or an apparatus other than
the control apparatus 103). Note that, it is assumed that the
control apparatus 103, via an operation by the operator or
through the internal LAN 105, periodically or in a case
where an element included in the imaging information is
changed, transmits imaging information to the radiation
imaging apparatus 104, and the radiation imaging apparatus
104 receives the imaging information.

[0029] In step S103, the timing control unit 112 of the
radiation imaging apparatus 104 determines whether or not
image trimming is performed by referencing the imaging
mode included in the imaging information received from the
control apparatus 103. In the case where image trimming is
not performed (No in step S103), the timing control unit 112,
based on the timing of the synchronization signal received
from the control apparatus 103, generates a timing control
signal (first timing control signal) for controlling the radia-
tion imaging (step S104).

[0030] In step S105, in the case where image trimming is
performed (Yes in step S103), the timing control unit 112,
based on timing that expedites (or delays) the timing of the
synchronization signal received from the control apparatus
103 by a fixed period, generates the timing control signal
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(second timing control signal) for controlling radiation
imaging. The fixed period is decided with reference to the
imaging mode included in the imaging information received
from the control apparatus 103, and depends on the frame
rate, the effective image region read out time period, or the
like, as an example.

[0031] In step S106, the radiation imaging apparatus 104
starts radiation imaging processing based on the timing
control signal generated in step S104 or step S105. The
radiation imaging processing based on the first timing con-
trol signal and the second timing control signal is described
later with reference to FIG. 4 and FIG. 5.

[0032] Instep S107, in a case where the radiation imaging
apparatus 104 receives imaging information including a
mode change signal from the control apparatus 103, the
imaging mode is changed, and the processing returns to step
S103. While the radiation imaging apparatus 104 does not
receive a mode change signal from the control apparatus 103
(No in step S107), and has not received from the control
apparatus 103 an imaging termination trigger signal (termi-
nation signal) or imaging information including that signal
(No in step S108), the radiation imaging apparatus 104
continues radiation imaging based on the current timing
control signal. Note that the radiation imaging apparatus 104
may receive a high-level mode change signal separately
from the imaging information, and in such a case, the
processing may return to step S102, and perform the pro-
cessing from step S103 in accordance with reception of the
imaging information.

[0033] Instep S108, in a case where the radiation imaging
apparatus 104 received an imaging termination trigger signal
(termination signal) from the control apparatus 103 or
imaging information including that signal (Yes in step
S108), imaging terminates. In a case where imaging termi-
nates, the radiation imaging apparatus 104 may continue to
be driven as preparation for the next imaging.

[0034] FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram illustrating a timing
chart for switching between the storing operation and the
readout operation for radiation imaging according to an
imaging mode change (mode change) in the present embodi-
ment. Note that it is assumed that the timing chart is started
in a no image trimming imaging mode.

[0035] The timing control unit 112 of the radiation imag-
ing apparatus 104, based on the timing signal received from
the control apparatus 103, generates a timing control signal
(S13) (first timing control signal of step S104). In the case
of no image trimming, the operation state (S14) of the
radiation imaging apparatus, in accordance with the timing
control signal (S13), repeats the readout operation (T12-
T11) and the storing operation (113-T12). Specifically, the
drive control unit 110, based on the synchronization signal
and the timing control signal, provides a drive signal to the
radiation detection unit 111 so that the radiation detection
unit 111 repeats a readout operation (T12-T11) and a storing
operation (T13-T12) in a synchronization signal interval.
[0036] When the mode change signal (S12) becomes the
high level, the operation state of the radiation imaging
apparatus (S14) enters a mode change state (MC in FIG. 4).
Within the mode change state, based on information of the
imaging mode included in imaging information transmitted
from the control apparatus 103, it is determined whether or
not image trimming is to be performed. If the result of this
determination is that image trimming is to be performed, the
timing control signal (S13) is expedited by a fixed period
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(second timing control signal of step S105). The operation
state (S14) of the radiation imaging apparatus repeats the
readout operation (T15-T14) and the storing operation (T16-
T15). Specifically, the drive control unit 110, based on the
synchronization signal and the timing control signal, pro-
vides a drive signal to the radiation detection unit 111 so that
the radiation detection unit 111 repeats a readout operation
(T15-T14) and a storing operation (T16-T15) in a synchro-
nization signal interval. By this, the storing operation time
period (T16-T15) becomes longer with respect to the storing
operation time period prior to the mode change. Specifically,
the time period outside of the time period for the read out is
used effectively for storage. Also, the start timing (T11 and
T14) of the readout operation in relation to the synchroni-
zation signal (S11) does not change, and the storing opera-
tion finish timing (T13 and T16) does not change. Accord-
ingly, before and after the mode change, the readout
operation and the storing operation fit into a cycle of the
synchronization signal (S11).

[0037] FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram describing a timing
chart of the radiation imaging in the present embodiment.
When the control apparatus 103 transmits the synchroniza-
tion signal (S1) and imaging information such as the frame
rate and the image size to the radiation imaging apparatus
104, the timing control unit 112 of the radiation imaging
apparatus 104, based on the received imaging information,
generates a timing control signal.

[0038] In the case of no image trimming, the timing
control unit 112 generates a timing control signal (S2) for
when no trimming (first timing control signal of step S104).
The timing control signal (S2) for when not trimming
synchronizes to the operation state 1 (S3) of the effective
pixel region, and is controlled to perform the readout opera-
tion (T3-T5) when it is high level and the storing operation
when it is low level (T5-T6). The effective pixel region is an
image region transmitted from the radiation imaging appa-
ratus 104 to the control apparatus 103. In the case of no
image trimming, the entire pixel region for which read out
is possible is the effective pixel region. In the operation state
1 (S3) of the effective pixel region, the readout operation and
the storing operation fit within a cycle of the synchronization
signal (S1) from the control apparatus 103. Since operation
of one frame fits within the synchronization signals (S1)
from the control apparatus 103, control of the radiation
imaging system 100 is easy.

[0039] In the case of image trimming, the timing control
unit 112 generates the timing control signal (S4) for when
there is trimming. The timing control signal (S4) for when
there is trimming is synchronized with the synchronization
signal (S1) from the control apparatus 103, and is generated
s0 as to rise earlier by a fixed period (T2-T1) (second timing
control signal of step S105). Since it rises the fixed period
earlier, the operation state 2 (S5) of the effective pixel region
fits into a cycle of the synchronization signal (S1) from the
control apparatus 103. Also, by the timing control signal
(S4) when performing trimming, at the trigger (T3) of the
synchronization signal (S1) from the control apparatus 103,
the readout operation is started, and the storing operation is
started at the time of switching from the high level to the low
level (T4). At the next synchronization signal (S1) from the
control apparatus 103, the storing operation terminates.
[0040] Note that in the example of FIG. 5, the timing
control signal (S2) when not trimming and the timing
control signal (S4) when trimming have a high level and a
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low level, but instead they may each have predetermined
levels. For example, a first level and a second level may be
used instead of the high level and low level of the timing
control signal (S2) for when not trimming, and a third level
and a fourth level may be used instead of the high level and
low level of the timing control signal (S4) when trimming.
[0041] In this way, by virtue of the present embodiment, it
is possible to ensure a sufficient dose at a high framerate in
a small field of view, and because this does not depend on
the capabilities of the radiation source, it leads to a cost
reduction of the radiation imaging system. Also, by short-
ening the time period until the start of read out from the
synchronization signal, there is the effect that stress in the
image display is alleviated.

[0042] Note that the previously described embodiment is
merely illustrating an example of an embodiment of the
present invention, and the technical scope of the present
invention should not be interpreted to be limited by this.
That is, the present invention can be embodied in various
forms without deviating from the technical concept and
principal features thereof.

Second Embodiment

[0043] Next, explanation is given regarding a radiation
imaging system including a radiation imaging apparatus in
a second embodiment of the present invention. A configu-
ration of the radiation imaging system in the present
embodiment is, similarly to in FIG. 1 described in the first
embodiment, configured from the radiation source 101, the
radiation generating apparatus 102, the control apparatus
103, and the radiation imaging apparatus 104. The configu-
ration of the radiation imaging apparatus 104 is similar to
that described in FIG. 2 in the first embodiment.

[0044] The procedure of radiation imaging by the radia-
tion imaging apparatus 104 in the present embodiment is
similar to that described in FIG. 3 in the first embodiment,
but differs in the following points. Specifically, in the
radiation imaging apparatus 104 in the present embodiment,
in the case of Yes in step S103, the radiation imaging
apparatus 104 receives from the control apparatus 103 a
synchronization signal that is generated by the synchroni-
zation signal generation unit 122 of the control apparatus
103, and whose cycle is shorter compared to before the
imaging mode change, and the timing control unit 112
adjusts the period (frequency) of the high level and low level
in conformity with the received synchronization signal, and
generates a timing control signal whose phase is adjusted.
[0045] FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating a timing
chart for switching between the storing operation and the
readout operation for radiation imaging according to an
imaging mode change (mode change) in the present embodi-
ment. Note that it is assumed that the timing chart is started
in a no image trimming imaging mode.

[0046] Compared to FIG. 4 described in the first embodi-
ment, the interval of the synchronization signal after the
mode change (MC in FIG. 6) (in other words, the cycle of
the synchronization signal) is shortened. Also, the periods of
the high level and low level of the timing control signal
becomes respectively shorter (the frequency becomes
higher), and the timing control signal (S13) is expedited by
a fixed period similarly to in FIG. 4. By the synchronization
signal generation unit 122 and the timing control unit 112
generating the synchronization signal and the timing control
signal, as illustrated in FIG. 6, it is possible to change the
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synchronization signal cycle and the ratio of the storing
operation time period and the readout operation time period
so that the storing operation time period does not change
from what it was prior to the MC.

[0047] Also, changing the cycle of the synchronization
signal corresponds to the range of a partial region for
trimming. Specifically, by the synchronization signal gen-
eration unit 122 and the timing control unit 112 generating
the synchronization signal and the timing control signal, as
illustrated in FIG. 6, it is possible to change the range of the
partial region for trimming and the ratio of the storing
operation time period and the readout operation time period
so that the storing operation time period does not change
from what it was prior to the MC.

[0048] By such control, it is possible to use a time period
other than the time period for read out effectively for storage
in relation to high-speed imaging. Accordingly, even in a
case where high-speed imaging is performed in relation to a
small field of view image according to image trimming, it is
possible to sufficiently ensure a dose for radiation imaging.

Third Embodiment

[0049] In the first embodiment and the second embodi-
ment described above, the storing operation time period and
the readout operation time period are changed at a time of
imaging mode change, however, the timing that is the trigger
for changing the storing operation time period and the
readout operation time period is not limited to when the
imaging mode changes. For example, configurations may be
taken so that, in accordance with an imaging part being
designated by a user or the like, the storing operation time
period and the readout operation time period are changed in
accordance with the methods of the above described
embodiments.

Other Embodiments

[0050] Embodiment(s) of the present invention can also be
realized by a computer of a system or apparatus that reads
out and executes computer executable instructions (e.g., one
or more programs) recorded on a storage medium (which
may also be referred to more fully as a ‘non-transitory
computer-readable storage medium’) to perform the func-
tions of one or more of the above-described embodiment(s)
and/or that includes one or more circuits (e.g., application
specific integrated circuit (ASIC)) for performing the func-
tions of one or more of the above-described embodiment(s),
and by a method performed by the computer of the system
or apparatus by, for example, reading out and executing the
computer executable instructions from the storage medium
to perform the functions of one or more of the above-
described embodiment(s) and/or controlling the one or more
circuits to perform the functions of one or more of the
above-described embodiment(s). The computer may com-
prise one or more processors (e.g., central processing unit
(CPU), micro processing unit (MPU)) and may include a
network of separate computers or separate processors to read
out and execute the computer executable instructions. The
computer executable instructions may be provided to the
computer, for example, from a network or the storage
medium. The storage medium may include, for example, one
or more of a hard disk, a random-access memory (RAM), a
read only memory (ROM), a storage of distributed comput-
ing systems, an optical disk (such as a compact disc (CD),
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digital versatile disc (DVD), or Blu-ray Disc (BD)™), a
flash memory device, a memory card, and the like.

[0051] While the present invention has been described
with reference to exemplary embodiments, it is to be under-
stood that the invention is not limited to the disclosed
exemplary embodiments. The scope of the following claims
is to be accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encom-
pass all such modifications and equivalent structures and
functions.

[0052] This application claims the benefit of Japanese
Patent Application No. 2016-174004, filed Sep. 6, 2016,
which is hereby incorporated by reference herein in its
entirety.

What is claimed is:

1. A radiation imaging apparatus, comprising:

a sensor array in which a plurality of pixels are arranged

in a matrix form; and

a control unit configured to, based on a synchronization

signal comprised of a cyclical pulse train and a timing
control signal synchronized to the synchronization sig-
nal, cyclically perform a storing operation that stores
charge in the pixels and a reading out operation that
reads out the charge stored in the pixels, wherein

the control unit, in accordance with a range of a partial

region for trimming in a region of the sensor array in
which read out is possible, changes a phase of the
timing control signal in relation to the synchronization
signal.

2. The radiation imaging apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the control unit, in one cycle of the synchronization
signal, performs the storing operation that stores charge in
the pixels and the reading out operation that reads out the
charge stored in the pixels.

3. The radiation imaging apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein in synchronization with the synchronization signal,
the reading out operation is started or the storing operation
is terminated, and at a timing at which a pulse of the timing
control signal falls, the reading out operation is terminated
or the storing operation is started.

4. A radiation imaging apparatus, comprising:

a sensor array in which a plurality of pixels are arranged

in a matrix form; and

a control unit configured to perform a storing operation

that stores charge in the pixels and a reading out
operation that reads out the charge stored in the pixels
at a predetermined cycle, wherein

the control unit, in accordance with a range of a partial

region for trimming in a region of the sensor array in
which read out is possible, changes the cycle and a ratio
between a period over which the storing operation is
performed and a period over which the reading out
operation is performed in one cycle.

5. A radiation imaging apparatus, comprising:

a sensor array in which a plurality of pixels are arranged

in a matrix form; and

a control unit configured to perform a storing operation

that stores charge in the pixels and a reading out
operation that reads out the charge stored in the pixels
at a predetermined cycle, wherein

the control unit, in accordance with the cycle, changes a

range of a partial region for trimming in a region of the
sensor array in which read out is possible, and a ratio
between a period over which the storing operation is
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performed and a period over which the reading out
operation is performed in one cycle.

6. The radiation imaging apparatus according to claim 4,
wherein the control unit changes the cycle and the ratio so
that the period over which the storing operation is performed
does not change.

7. The radiation imaging apparatus according to claim 5,
wherein the control unit changes the range and the ratio so
that the period over which the storing operation is performed
does not change.

8. The radiation imaging apparatus according to claim 4,
wherein the control unit, based on a synchronization signal
configured from a cyclical pulse train and a timing control
signal synchronized to the synchronization signal, performs
the storing operation and the reading out operation, and in
accordance with the range of the partial region for trimming,
changes a phase of the timing control signal in relation to the
synchronization signal.

9. A radiation imaging apparatus, comprising:

a sensor array in which a plurality of pixels are arranged

in a matrix form; and

a control unit configured to, based on a synchronization

signal comprised of a cyclical pulse train and a timing
control signal synchronized to the synchronization sig-
nal, perform, at a predetermined cycle, a storing opera-
tion that stores charge in the pixels and a reading out
operation that reads out the charge stored in the pixels,
wherein

the control unit, in accordance with a designated imaging

part, changes a phase of the timing control signal in
relation to the synchronization signal.

10. The radiation imaging apparatus according to claim 9,
wherein the control unit changes a ratio between a period
over which the storing operation is performed and a period
over which the reading out operation is performed in one
cycle of the synchronization signal.

11. The radiation imaging apparatus according to claim
10, wherein the control unit changes the cycle and the ratio
so that the period over which the storing operation is
performed does not change.

12. A method of controlling a radiation imaging apparatus
having a sensor array in which a plurality of pixels are
arranged in a matrix form, the method comprising:

based on a synchronization signal comprised of a cyclical

pulse train and a timing control signal synchronized to
the synchronization signal, cyclically performing a
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storing operation that stores charge in the pixels and a
reading out operation that reads out the charge stored in
the pixels; and

in accordance with a range of a partial region for trimming

in a region of the sensor array in which read out is
possible, changing a phase of the timing control signal
in relation to the synchronization signal.

13. A method of controlling a radiation imaging apparatus
having a sensor array in which a plurality of pixels are
arranged in a matrix form, the method comprising:

performing a storing operation that stores charge in the

pixels and a reading out operation that reads out the
charge stored in the pixels at a predetermined cycle;
and

in accordance with a range of a partial region for trimming

in a region of the sensor array in which read out is
possible, changing the cycle and a ratio between a
period over which the storing operation is performed
and a period over which the reading out operation is
performed in one cycle.

14. A method of controlling a radiation imaging apparatus
having a sensor array in which a plurality of pixels are
arranged in a matrix form, the method comprising:

performing a storing operation that stores charge in the

pixels and a reading out operation that reads out the
charge stored in the pixels at a predetermined cycle;
and

in accordance with the cycle, changing a range of a partial

region for trimming in a region of the sensor array in
which read out is possible, and a ratio between a period
over which the storing operation is performed and a
period over which the reading out operation is per-
formed in one cycle.

15. A method of controlling a radiation imaging apparatus
having a sensor array in which a plurality of pixels are
arranged in a matrix form, the method comprising:

based on a synchronization signal comprised of a cyclical

pulse train and a timing control signal synchronized to
the synchronization signal, performing, at a predeter-
mined cycle, a storing operation that stores charge in
the pixels and a reading out operation that reads out the
charge stored in the pixels; and

in accordance with a designated imaging part, changing a

phase of the timing control signal in relation to the
synchronization signal.
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