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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention provides a patient supporting plate (2) con-
sisting of at least one first and one second patient supporting
components (3, 4) and an accessory part (7). The first or the
second patient supporting component (3, 4) is provided with
ahinge (5) having a swivel axis (6). The hinge (5) has a drive
element (11) for swiveling the patient supporting compo-
nents (3, 4), as well as at least one coupling element (8) for
coupling the first patient supporting component to the sec-
ond patient supporting component (3, 4). The drive element
(11) and the coupling element (8) are arranged juxtaposed in
the direction of the swivel axis (6) and can be fastened to one
another by means of at least one first detachable fastening
element (17). The accessory part (7) can be fastened to the
coupling element (8) by means of the first detachable
fastening element (17) or a second detachable fastening
element (24), by providing a first through opening (14)
running in the direction of the swivel axis (6) in the drive
element (11) and a second through opening (15) in the
coupling element (8) for the first or second fastening ele-
ment (17, 24) and also an aligned receptacle (16) in the
accessory part (7), so that the fastening element (17, 24) can
be inserted into the first opening (14) from the drive element
(11) side located opposite the coupling element (8) and
connected to the accessory part (7).
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PATIENT SUPPORT PLATE INCLUDING
ACCESSORY PART

[0001] The invention relates to a patient supporting plate
with an accessory part, more particularly with an accessory
part which is mounted to the patient supporting plate in the
region of a hinge.

[0002] Patient supporting plates, on which fastening rails,
to which medical apparatuses or tools can be fastened, are
mounted laterally and/or to the end faces as accessory parts,
are known from the prior art. The fastening rails are usually
provided with through holes with countersinks, the rails
being bolted to a frame of the patient supporting plate
through said through holes. However, these processes pro-
duce gaps between screw heads and the countersinks,
wherein said gap deteriorates the hygienic conditions.
Therefore, the through holes with countersinks are sealed
with covering caps on a case-by-case basis. This, however,
involves additional expenditure and presents the risk of the
covering caps dropping off.

[0003] Document U.S. Pat. No. 6,678,908 B2 discloses
additional supporting elements for patient supporting plates
in order to widen the supporting surface for overweight
patients. These additional supporting elements encompass
around a patient supporting surface of the patient supporting
plate and can be pinned to the lateral fastening rails of the
patient supporting plate. Lateral fastening rails for attaching
the medical apparatuses or tools are likewise provided on
said additional supporting elements. Said lateral fastening
rails are fastened to the additional supporting elements from
the inside by means of fastening screws, thereby permitting
a smooth homogeneous surface on the outside of the fas-
tening rails, which prevents hygienic conditions being dete-
riorated and eliminating the need for additional cover caps.
[0004] However, such fastening of the lateral fastening
rails in the region of hinges between plate segments of the
patient supporting plate is highly complex due to the struc-
tural design of the hinges. Moreover, the hinge needs to be
dismantled for retrospective disassembly of the fastening
rails.

[0005] Therefore, the invention addresses the problem of
improving a patient supporting plate in such a manner that
the aforementioned problems are solved, and the structure of
the hinges on the patient supporting plate are optimized.
[0006] The problem is solved by a patient supporting plate
according to claim 1. Advantageous developments are the
subject matter of the dependent claims.

[0007] The invention will now be elucidated in terms of an
embodiment and by making reference to the attached draw-
ings.

[0008] More particularly:

[0009] FIG. 1 shows an operating table having a patient
supporting plate with hinges and one fastening rail at one of
the hinges;

[0010] FIG. 2 shows a sectional view through one of the

hinges of the patient supporting plate with the fastening rail
and with a drive device;

[0011] FIG. 3 shows a view of the hinge in FIG. 2 without
a drive device housing, having a drive element, and having
an optional further coupling element;

[0012] FIG. 4 shows a sectional view through the hinge
having a fastening element for the accessory part;

[0013] FIG. 5 shows a sectional view through the hinge
having form-fitting elements between the optional further
coupling element and the drive element;

Mar. 22, 2018

[0014] FIG. 6a show various spacers through to 6¢ for the
accessory part;
[0015] FIG. 7 shows a sectional view through the hinge

with a further configuration for attaching the fastening
element; and

[0016] FIG. 8 shows a sectional view through the hinge
with a different further configuration for attaching the fas-
tening element.

[0017] FIG. 1 shows an operating table 1 having a patient
supporting plate 2, which has a first patient supporting
component 3 and a second patient supporting component 4.
The first patient supporting component 3 is coupled to the
second patient supporting component 4 for swivel move-
ment via a hinge 5. The hinge 5 is provided at the first patient
supporting component 3 and the second patient supporting
component 4 can be coupled to the hinge 5. Alternatively,
the hinge 5 is provided at the second patient supporting
component 4 and the first patient supporting component 3
can be coupled to the hinge 5. The hinge 5 has a swivel axis
6 for swiveling the first patient supporting component 3 and
the second patient supporting component 4 towards one
another.

[0018] Moreover, a fastening rail 7 is attached to the hinge
5 as an accessory part.

[0019] FIG. 2 shows a sectional view through the hinge 5.
The hinge 5 has a coupling element 8. The coupling element
8 has a coupling device 9, so that the first patient supporting
component can be coupled to the second patient supporting
component 3, 4, or the second patient supporting component
can be coupled to the first patient supporting component 4,
3 via the coupling element 8.

[0020] Moreover, the hinge 5 is shown with the fastening
rail 7 and provided with a drive device 10. The drive device
10 has a drive element 11, which is described later on.
[0021] The drive element 11 can be fastened arranged in
the direction of the swivel axis 6 on the coupling element 8.
For this purpose, it is provided with a first through opening
14. The drive element 11 is not necessarily arranged on the
swivel axis 6. A position of the first through opening 14 is
selected such that it is also accessible when the hinge 5 has
been installed in the operating table 1. The coupling element
8 is provided with a second through opening 15. A washer
21 shown in FIG. 2 can be optionally present but is not
essential.

[0022] Moreover, the fastening rail 7 is attached to the
hinge 5 as described below. The fastening rail 7 is provided
with a receptacle 16. As shown here, the receptacle 16 does
not pass continuously through the fastening rail, and so the
fastening rail has a surface, facing away the drive element
11, which is smooth and homogeneous.

[0023] FIG. 3 shows a view of the hinge 5 without a
housing for the drive device 10. It is therefore clear that the
drive device 10 has the drive element 11 in the form of a
worm wheel. Moreover, the drive device 10 is provided with
a drive worm 12. In this case, therefore, the drive device 10
is a worm gear. Alternatively, however, it can also be a lever
mechanism which is driven by means of an electrical linear
drive or a pneumatic or hydraulic cylinder. The drive ele-
ment 11 is then designed as a drive lever.

[0024] As shown in FIG. 3, the hinge 5 is provided with
an optional further coupling element 13. The further cou-
pling element 13 is located opposite the coupling element 8
with respect to the drive element 11. Moreover, the further
coupling element 13 has an opening 22, in this case a
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through opening and a cylindrical countersink, for inserting
a first fastening element 17, which is described later on. The
further coupling element 13 is connected to the coupling
element 8 via the coupling device 9. A higher stiffness and
load-bearing capacity of the hinge 5 can thereby be
achieved.

[0025] FIG. 3 also shows that a spacer 20 is provided
between the fastening rail 7 and the coupling element 8.

[0026] FIG. 4 shows a sectional view through the hinge 5
with the first fastening element 17 of the fastening rail 7. In
this case, the first fastening element 17 is a screw. It can,
however, also be another detachable fastening element based
on the principle of a bayonet closure, for example.

[0027] In order to mount the hinge 5, the first fastening
element 17 is inserted through the first through opening 14
of the drive element 11 and the second through opening 15
of the coupling element 8 from the side of the drive element
11 located opposite the coupling element 8 is inserted
through the first through opening 14 of the drive element 11
and the second through opening 15 of the coupling element
8 and, in the receptacle 16, this having a nut thread in this
instance, it is connected, i.e. in this case bolted, to the
detachable fastening rail 7. This allows the fastening rail 7
to be simply removed, for a replacement for instance,
without having to completely dismantle the hinge 5. Alter-
natively, multiple first fastening elements 17 can be used.
Insofar as only one fastening element 17 is used, it would
seem appropriate to connect the fastening rail to the cou-
pling element 8 by means of a positive connection.

[0028] FIG. 5 shows a sectional view through the hinge 5.
In this case, a first form-fitting element 18 is shown at the
optional further coupling element 13 and a second form-
fitting element 19 at the drive element 11. These form-fitting
elements 18, 19, shown with dotted lines, form a positive
connection between the optional further coupling element 13
and the drive element 11.

[0029] A positive connection between the coupling ele-
ment 8 and a further first form-fitting element 18 and
between the drive element 11 and a further second form-
fitting element 19 is also possible. In the interest of clarity,
this is not shown here graphically. Hence, the positive
connection is provided either between the drive element 11
and the coupling element 8 and/or between the drive element
11 and the further coupling element 13. In addition to the
first fastening element 17 for a positive connection with the
drive element 11, the form-fitting elements 18, 19 are
provided with the coupling element 8 or with the further
coupling element 13. These form-fitting connections can be
designed with practically no backlash and are able to trans-
mit a high torque.

[0030] The first form-fitting elements 18 are formed at the
coupling element 8 or at the further coupling element 13 by
means of an elevation in the direction of the swivel axis 6.
Each of the second form-fitting elements 19 are formed by
means of an indentation on the drive element 11. The first
and second form-fitting elements 18, 19 are complementary
and designed to transmit a high torque. In this case, the
form-fitting elements 18, 19 have the contour of a hexagon
in the direction of the swivel axis 6. Alternatively, the
indentation can also be provided in the coupling element 8
and in the further coupling element 13, and the elevation can
be provided at the drive element 11. Alternatively, the
contour of the form-fitting elements 18, 19 can have a
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different form, pentagonal or oval for example, as long as a
high torque can be transmitted.

[0031] The spacer 20 is fastened to the fastening rail 7 or
integrated therein. FIG. 6a shows the fastening rail 7 having
an integrated spacer 20. In this case, the spacer 20 is
provided with the receptacle 16 for the first fastening
element 17 described above.

[0032] Alternatively, the spacer 20 can also be fastened, as
shown in FIG. 65, to the coupling element 8 or integrated
therein. In this case, the spacer is an elevation on the
coupling element 8. As a further alternative, as shown in
FIG. 6c, the spacer 20 is a separate component. In such
cases, the spacer is provided with a third through opening 23
for the fastening element 17, and the fastening rail 7 is
provided with the receptacle 16 for the first fastening
element 17, so that the fastening element 7 can be fastened
to the hinge 5.

[0033] FIG. 7 shows a sectional view through the hinge 5
having, in view of FIG. 4, a further configuration for the
attachment of the fastening rail 7. In FIG. 7, the first
fastening element 17 connects merely the drive element 11
and the coupling element 8 to the fastening rail 7, whereas
in FIG. 4, the second coupling element 13 is also fastened by
the fastening element 17.

[0034] FIG. 8 shows a further configuration for attaching
the fastening rail 7 to the hinge 5. In this case, the fastening
rail 7 is not, as in FIG. 7 for example, fastened by means of
the first fastening element 17 by which the drive element 11
and the coupling element 8 are connected to the fastening
rail 7. Instead, it is fastened by means of a second detachable
fastening element 24, which connects merely the coupling
element 8 and the fastening rail 7. The second fastening
element 24 can be inserted through the through opening 14
of the drive element 11 and through a further opening 25 in
the second coupling element 13, wherein the second cou-
pling element 13 is not mandatory, however. Insofar as the
fastening rail is connected by means of the second fastening
element 24, it is not essential for the drive element 11 and
the coupling element 8 to be connected by means of a
detachable coupling element.

[0035] All the features shown in the description, the
claims below and the drawings can be essential to the
invention both individually and also in any combination
with one another.

What is claimed is:

1.-13. (canceled)

14. A patient supporting plate consisting of at least one
first and one second patient supporting components and an
accessory part, wherein

the first or the second patient supporting component is

provided with a hinge having a swivel axis, and the
patient supporting components can be coupled for
swivel movement via the hinge,

wherein the hinge has a drive element for swiveling the

patient supporting components towards one another
around the swivel axis, as well as

at least one coupling element for coupling the first patient

supporting component to the second patient supporting
component,

wherein the drive element and the coupling element are

connected juxtaposed in the direction of the swivel
axis, and the accessory part can be fastened to the
coupling element by means of a first detachable fas-
tening element, which passes through the drive element
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and the coupling element, or by means of a second
detachable fastening element, which passes only
through the coupling element,
by providing a first through opening running in the
direction of the swivel in the drive element and a
second through opening in the coupling element for the
first or second fastening element, and also a receptacle,
aligned with the first and second openings, in the
accessory part, so that
the at least first or second fastening element can be
inserted into the first opening from the drive element
side located opposite the coupling element and con-
nected to the accessory part.
15. The patient supporting plate as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the accessory part is designed as a fastening rail.
16. The patient supporting plate as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the accessory part has a surface facing away from
the drive element, which is smooth and homogeneous.
17. The patient supporting plate as claimed in claim 1,
wherein
at least one spacer is provided between the accessory part
and the coupling element, said spacer being connected
to the accessory part and having the at least one
receptacle for the at least one first or second fastening
element for connecting the spacer to the coupling
element.
18. The patient supporting plate as claimed in claim 1,
wherein
at least one spacer is provided between the accessory part
and the coupling element, said spacer having at least a
third through opening for the at least first or second
fastening element, and the accessory part having at
least one receptacle for the at least one fastening
element for a connection to the coupling element.
19. The patient supporting plate as claimed in claim 5,
wherein the spacer is formed as an elevation of the coupling
element.
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20. The patient supporting plate as claimed in claim 5,
wherein the spacer is designed as a separate component.

21. The patient supporting plate as claimed in claim 1,
wherein

a further coupling element which, in the direction of the
swivel axis, is located opposite the coupling element
with respect to the drive element and which has an
opening in the direction of the swivel axis for passing
through the first or second fastening element, is pro-
vided at the hinge.

22. The patient supporting plate as claimed in claim 1,
wherein, in addition to the at least one first fastening
element, form-fitting elements are provided at the drive
element and at the coupling element and/or at the further
coupling element, by means of which form-fitting elements
a positive connection can be formed between the coupling
element and/or the further coupling element and the drive
element.

23. The patient supporting plate as claimed in claim 9,
wherein the form-fitting elements have an elevation or
indentation at the coupling element and/or at the further
coupling element in the direction of the swivel axis, and the
drive element has a complementary indentation or elevation
in the direction of the swivel axis.

24. The patient supporting plate as claimed in claim 10,
wherein the elevation and indentation in the direction of the
swivel axis each have a contour of a complementary hex-
agonal shape.

25. The patient supporting plate as claimed in claim 1,
wherein the drive element is a worm wheel.

26. The patient supporting plate as claimed in claim 12,
wherein the worm wheel is a component of a drive device
having a worm gear.



