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(57) ABSTRACT 

A test access architecture is implemented which allows 
embedded testing of reusable modules and their intercon 
nections with each other and with primary system inputs and 
outputs, utilizing reusable test vectors regardless of the 
configuration of the integrated circuit. Also provided is a 
method and apparatus for controlling and observing signals 
within the logic of a module, using the same test access 
architecture. 

8 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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1. 

TEST ACCESS ARCHITECTURE FOR 
TESTING OF CIRCUITS MODULES AT AN 

INTERMEDIATE NODE WITH IN AN 
INTEGRATED CIRCUIT CHIP 

This is a divisional of application Ser. No. 07/873,365, 
filed Apr. 23, 1992, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,534,774. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of Invention 

The present invention relates to an apparatus for efficient 
testing of embedded modules within electronic systems. 
More particularly, the present invention provides an access 
scheme for efficient testing of reusable modules within 
integrated circuits using reusable module test vectors regard 
less of the configuration of the modules within the integrated 
circuit. 

2. Description of the Prior Art 
Integrated circuits find application today in many areas far 

afield of their original domain in the computer industry. 
They can be found in devices from dishwashers and micro 
wave ovens to planes, medical equipment and communica 
tions devices. Because proper functioning of embedded 
integrated circuits is often critical to the device in which they 
operate, it is essential that comprehensive testing be per 
formed when they are being mass produced to ensure that 
the end product performs as designed, and is as fault and 
error free as possible. Thus, because every chip must be 
tested during production, test overhead becomes a serious 
concern for semiconductor manufacturers. 
As chip designs become more complex, the physical 

overhead and time required for testing can contribute sig 
nificantly to the overall cost of the devices. For simple chip 
designs it is a simple matter to test the chip as a whole. A set 
of test inputs and expected responses, the test vectors, are 
developed, and if the chip is in good condition, its response 
to the test inputs will match the expected responses pre 
dicted. However, as integrated circuits become more com 
plex, the development of new test vectors becomes very 
difficult and expensive to implement for every chip design. 
Further, testing chips as a whole makes it difficult to isolate 
problems that may be occurring in specific functional areas 
of the chip. 

Today, integrated circuit design has taken on a modular 
approach in which there are certain modules that will be 
common within many integrated circuits, though they may 
be configured differently. For example, common modules 
include timers, counters, digital-to-analog converter, central 
processing units (CPU), direct memory access controllers 
(DMA), etc. Application Specific Integrated Circuits (ASIC) 
may also be built around different configurations of the same 
pre-existing modules. However, the configuration of the 
modules within a given chip will determine what test vectors 
are required to implement a chip-as-a-whole testing scheme. 
Thus, even though two chips may contain exactly the same 
modular elements, their unique configurations may require 
the development of completely different test schemes and 
test vectors. This is so because many of the modules will be 
embedded within the chip such that there is no direct access 
to them. Their inputs will be signals which have propagated 
through other modules prior to reaching them while their 
outputs may need to propagate through other modules before 
they are accessible outside the chip. For example, in one 
configuration, to test a timer might require developing test 
vectors that will have to pass through a CPU on their way to 
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2 
the timer and then have to be propagated through a counter 
on their way out of the chip. In addition to the arduous task 
of simulating the chip to determine the required inputs to get 
desired outputs, a bad response won't guarantee that the 
problem is within the timer. The problem may be occurring 
within the CPU or the counter or at any of the interconnects 
between any of those modules. 

Obviously the problem is exacerbated when the number 
of modules within the integrated circuit increases and the 
level of module embeddedness increases. If it were possible 
to access each module directly then a standard set of test 
vectors for that type of module could be implemented. That 
is, every use of a module of a particular type would receive 
exactly the same test vectors as inputs, and exactly the same 
results would be expected. The problem is that rarely is 
every module directly accessible for all inputs and outputs. 
It would require a large silicon and package pin overhead to 
design complex integrated circuits such that all modules 
would be directly accessible to system pins in that manner. 
Thus, there is a need for a design scheme which provides for 
accessing modules to deliver standard test vectors and a way 
to access those modules' outputs, but without the overhead 
of trying to design integrated circuits with direct pin access 
to every module's complete input and output set. 
One approach to the problem of embedded module testing 

is to use a bus to convey input test vectors to a desired 
module and another bus to convey the module's output 
signals out of the chip. These busses may have their own 
pins on the chip, but are more likely to be multiplexed with 
pins which are employed for other uses. Traditionally, the 
bus for conveying the module's output is coupled to each of 
the module's outputs. While this method allows for access 
ing the module directly for testing, it does not provide for 
verifying the module's connections with other modules. 
Testing these connections would then typically require addi 
tional test hardware, a new test method and would also 
require that an additional configuration-specific test be writ 
ten. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An apparatus is disclosed which provides solutions to 
some of the above-mentioned limitations and disadvantages 
associated with conventional configuration-dependent test 
ing of reusable modules within integrated circuits. The 
present invention provides a test access architecture for 
testing modules within an integrated circuit, particularly 
those modules that are re-used in many systems and for 
which standard test vectors are available. Modules are tested 
by controlling their inputs at the module boundary and 
observing their outputs at the boundaries of the modules 
whose input signals are fed by the output from the target 
module. 

Each module in the system is provided at its input side 
with the invented test access circuitry to precondition all 
module inputs and control module operation while the 
system is in test mode. During normal operation the test 
access architecture is fully disabled and contributes only a 
minimal delay to system operation. During module testing 
input test vectors are applied in parallel via an input bus to 
the inputs of the module which has been selected to be the 
module under test. The outputs of the module are observed 
either at a system output pin or at the inputs of other modules 
to which these signals feed. Where outputs feed other 
module's inputs, the input feedback logic of the test access 
architecture in the modules not under test routes the signal 
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to an output bus transport mechanism. Thus, during module 
testing all of a module's inter-module connections are tested 
as well. 

Therefore, it is an object of the present invention to 
provide a test access architecture scheme that allows embed 
ded testing of generic reusable modules with reusable mod 
ule test vectors while concurrently testing inter-module 
connections without additional hardware or special test 
WectOS. 

It is also an object of the present invention to provide an 
apparatus for testing connections between modules and 
primary system inputs, outputs and I/O's. 

It is a further object of the present invention to provide an 
apparatus for internal node controllability and observability 
within the same framework of the rest of the test access 
scheme. 

It is also an object to provide all of the above with a 
minimum of silicon overhead and with no functional and 
minimal performance impact upon normal mode operation 
of the integrated circuit. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is an overview of a general integrated circuit which 
has modularized circuitry. 

FIG. 2 is a schematic of the input side of one module 
within the integrated circuit of FIG. 1 employing circuitry 
for providing the module with input test vectors in accor 
dance with a preferred embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 3 is a schematic of the input side of one module 
within the integrated circuit of FIG. 1 employing circuitry 
for rerouting to an output bus the output from a tested 
module which it has received as input in accordance with a 
preferred embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a schematic of the input side of one module 
within a modularized integrated circuit embodying the cir 
cuitry of both FIGS. 2 and 3 in accordance with a preferred 
embodiment of the present invention. 

FIG. 5 is another embodiment of the present invention 
being used as an internal node controllability port within a 
module of an integrated circuit. 

FIG. 6 is another embodiment of the present invention 
being used as an internal node observability port within a 
module of an integrated circuit. 

FIG. 7 is another embodiment of the present invention 
employing the circuitry of both FIGS. 5 and 6 within a 
module of an integrated circuit for either controllability or 
observability. 

FIG. 8 is yet another embodiment of the present invention 
employing the circuitry of both FIGS. 5 and 6 within a 
module of an integrated circuit for simultaneous controlla 
bility and observability. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

Referring first to FIG. 1, a generic modularized integrated 
circuit 10 is shown. The generic integrated circuit 10 is a 
simple chip comprising five separate modules 11, 12, 13, 14 
and 15. Integrated circuit 10 is illustrated such that module 
13 is designated the module under test (MUT). The MUT 13 
is shown with four module inputs 16a-16d and four module 
outputs, 17a-17d which fan out to provide two inputs to 
module 14, two to module 15 and two to the primary chip 
outputs. Each of these inputs and outputs may actually 
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4. 
comprise a plurality of signal lines, the number depending 
on the module's design and purpose. As can be seen, some 
module inputs will come from primary system inputs while 
others are signals which have propagated through other 
modules. To comprehensively test the integrated circuit 10, 
it is essential to test the logic of each module 11-15 as well 
as each module's inter-module connections and primary 
outputs. Thus, a thorough test of module 13 must include 
testing its logic as well as the six connection paths identified 
above fanning out from the four module outputs 17a-17d. 

Conventional bus-based test architectures include a bus 
for driving test inputs directly to the module's inputs from 
system pins. Also provided is abus which is coupled directly 
to the module's outputs for driving the module's outputs to 
primary system outputs for observation. The module's con 
nections to other modules and primary inputs and outputs 
are thus not tested by the conventional bus-based approach. 
As will be seen, the present bus approach will actually route 
the MUT's outputs from the input side of the modules to 
which the MUT feeds, thereby verifying the module con 
nections as well as the logic of the MUT. 
Not shown in FIG. 1 is an additional plurality of signal 

lines running throughout the chip which provide necessary 
system signals and the test signals that will be referred to 
throughout the following description. Methods for convey 
ing control signals and addresses are well known in the art 
and will not be described further herein except with respect 
to those signals that are used in testing operations to des 
ignate whether a particular module has been selected for 
testing. Also, a more realistic integrated circuit than the one 
shown in FIG. 1 would have many more than five modules, 
for example, modules might include counters, timers, DMA 
controllers, CPUs, analog-to-digital converters, etc. Further, 
each of these modules may have multiple outputs to other 
modules or to primary system output pins. Also, many of 
these modules will be embedded in the integrated circuit 
with no primary input for supplying the necessary test 
vectors to that module. The logic that is necessary for 
providing control signals will depend on the system for 
which it is implemented. It should be designed to be 
compatible with any existing system and test signal treat 
InentS. 

As noted above, it is desirable to be able to use the same 
test vectors for identical modules regardless of their con 
figuration in a given implementation. To accomplish this it 
is necessary that the module be able to receive the test vector 
set without the signals having to pass through other modules 
of the system. Accordingly, the integrated circuit is provided 
with a test input bus (Tin bus). The Tin bus may be 
multiplexed with normal system input pins such that when 
the system is in test mode data is passed to the Tin bus 
through those pins which otherwise are used for normal 
purposes or the bus may have its own dedicated pins. The 
Tin bus is a data line that runs throughout the semiconductor 
to the inputsides of all of the modules of the system. The Tin 
bus can be either a predefined width to which all modules 
and their tests conform or as wide as the largest number of 
module inputs for any single module depending upon avail 
able silicon resources, pin availability, acceptable test length 
and speed. 

FIG. 2 shows how a module is configured in accordance 
with the present invention to receive either normal operation 
mode inputs or test vector inputs when the module is the 
MUT FIG. 2 shows a single module 20 within an integrated 
circuit. The module may be of any type, examples of which 
are identified above. The module 20 contains module logic 
21 which is the standard logic for whatever type of module 
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that module 20 is. The remaining circuitry shown within 
module 20 is a portion of the circuitry of the present 
invention for selecting which input signals will be passed to 
the module logic. 

FIG. 2 shows the logic of the present invention that is of 
importance to a particular module when it is the one desig 
nated as the MUT. It is during the configuration stage of 
testing when one of the integrated circuit's modules is so 
designated based on a unique test address that each module 
has. For any given testing configuration only one module 
will be selected for testing. More will be said concerning the 
configuration stage of testing in subsequent paragraphs. 
Two input paths are shown into module 20 of FIG. 2, the 

module's system inputs 22a-22x and the testing system 
inputs 23a-23x. The number of actual signals conveyed by 
inputs 22 and 23 will depend on the type of module that 
module 20 is. The module's system inputs 22 receive signals 
from either direct pin inputs of the chip or from the outputs 
of other modules, depending upon the configuration of the 
integrated circuit. The test system inputs 23 receive signals 
from the Tin bus 24. As indicated above, signals are passed 
to the Tin bus during test mode by multiplexing otherwise 
normal system input pins onto the Tin bus. Once the system 
has been configured for testing, the data transmitted along 
the Tin bus will be the input test vector set for the MUT. 
The remaining logic elements of the test access architec 

ture that are used by a module that is selected as the MUT 
are a multiplexer 26, multiplexer enable logic 27 and the 
data/configuration latch 25. In test mode, when a module is 
the MUT, the latch 25 is used to feed the test system Cinput 
signal, from the Tin bus, into the module's logic. When the 
module is not the MUT and the system is in test mode, the 
latch 25 is used to control enabling of selected feedback 
drivers associated with that module for routing signals to the 
Tout bus (shown in FIG. 3). 
The data latch 25 for a given module will have the same 

number of bits as there are required input signals to the 
module. If that number is narrower or equal to the width of 
the Tin bus then the latch will be transparent to test vector 
C inputs and signals will pass directly from the Tin bus 
through to the multiplexer logic 26. If there are more 
required input signals than the Tin bus is wide, then some of 
the bits of the data latch 25 will have to be held to desired 
values while only selected bits are left drivable by the Tin 
bus. Each configuration of input bits that are drivable by the 
Tin bus in a given cycle is called a test set. Bit selection in 
the data latch 25 is controlled by applying associated set 
enable signals for the desired bits. Because switching 
between test sets takes some time, selection of drivable bits 
should be done in such a way as to minimize set switching. 
This will depend on the type of module being tested and the 
inputs it requires. The less test set switching that is neces 
sary, the closer to full speed the testing will be able to 
proceed. 
The multiplexer 26 of FIG. 2 receives as inputs both the 

data from the module's system inputs 22 as well as the data 
from the test system inputs 23. The multiplexer enable logic 
27 controls the selection of which of these signals will be 
passed to the module logic. The multiplexer enable logic 27 
receives input signals which indicate when the system is in 
test mode and when the module is the MUT. When the 
system is in test mode and the module is the MUT then the 
multiplexer enable logic 27 addresses the multiplexer 26 
such that it passes the signals from the data latch 25 to the 
module logic 21. Thus, when the system is in test mode and 
module 20 is the MUT, the input test vectors for the 
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6 
particular module logic 21 will be passed from the Tin bus 
24 through the module logic 21 and out module outputs 17. 
The results of the module logic operating upon the test 

vector stimulus set are outputted through module outputs 17. 
If the module is operating according to its design specifi 
cations, then the output data will match the expected values. 
The output, however, is not checked at the output side of 
module 20 as it would be in a typical direct access bus test 
scheme. If the output feeds a primary system output then the 
output may be watched at the system pin to which the output 
is fed. In this case, the module logic would be verified as 
well as the connection to the primary system output. How 
ever, where the module under test outputs to the input of 
another module (or modules) another method of verifying 
the output values is needed. This is shown in FIG. 3. 

FIG. 3 shows the other portion of the preferred embodi 
ment circuitry of the present invention applied to the input 
side of a module 20. This circuitry is used when the system 
is in test mode, but while the module 20 is not the MUT. 
Like all the modules of the system, the module 20 has its 
own module logic 21 as well as the circuitry of the present 
invention applied to its input side. The circuitry of concern 
for the module that is not under test is the input feedback 
logic. The input feedback logic of a module not under test 
receives input signals from the MUT's outputs and then 
reroutes those signals out through the module's test system 
outputs 31 to the Tout bus 30. The Tout bus is similar to the 
Tin bus, but it need not be of a fixed width like the Tin bus 
because its width can be chosen to be whatever is appro 
priate for the particular configuration. (Unlike the Tin bus 
which may be used for carrying transportable test vectors of 
a width chosen regardless of a particular configuration.) Like 
the Tin bus, during test mode, the Tout bus may be multi 
plexed to some of the system output pins for observation by 
means of a VLSI tester or similar means. 
The input feedback logic in accordance with a preferred 

embodiment of the present inventions comprises configura 
tion latch 25, feedback tristate controllers 32 and feedback 
drivers 33. The configuration latch 25 is the same latch as the 
data latch 25 of FIG. 2 being used for a different purpose. 
Here, it is used to control which of the output drivers 33 will 
be enabled for driving signals to the Tout bus. If the number 
of outputs to drive is fewer than the width of the Tout bus, 
then all drivers will be activated for routing signals to Tout 
bus. 

When a module is not the MUT and the system is in test 
mode, the module not under test receives as input whatever 
signals are passed to it through the module's system inputs 
22. The modules not under test of concern here are those that 
receive as their inputs the outputs from the MUT. If module 
20 is not the MUT and during configuration it was desig 
nated to feedback all or some of its inputs to the Tout bus, 
then configuration latch 25 enables the selected feedback 
drivers 33 which are coupled to the module's input lines and 
routes the selected signals to the Tout bus. 
The feedback tristate controllers 32 may comprise a 

number of different forms of logic, but essentially it need 
only be able to act in the case that three signals are asserted: 
(1) that the system is in test mode; (2) that the module is not 
the module under test; and (3) that its associated signal was 
selected during configuration to be routed to the Tout bus for 
the current testing cycle. 

Referring now to FIG. 4, a module 20 employing the 
complete logic of the preferred embodiment is shown. This 
circuitry is to be included on all modules within the system 
at the input side of the modules. Thus, each module is 
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capable of receiving transportable input test vectors from the 
Tin bus when it is the MUT, and each module, when it is not 
the module under test, is capable of routing the output of the 
MUT out to the Toutbus. The signal that is routed to the Tout 
bus is the output from the MUT after passing through the 
connection between the MUT and a particular module not 
under test. Therefore, a valid test output shows that not only 
is the logic of the module under test properly functioning, 
but that the module's inter-connects with other modules are 
functioning. 

For each of the modules, it is necessary to check all of 
their interconnects with the other modules and with the 
primary system outputs if there are any. Therefore, for a 
given MUT, the Tout bus may be returning signals routed 
from a number of modules that are not under test. This is 
established during the configuration stage of testing. Mod 
ules are configured by passing configuration data through 
the Tin bus to set control bits in the configuration latch 25 
of desired modules not under test. During configuration for 
testing of a given MUT, certain signals from modules not 
under test will be selected as those that are to be rerouted to 
the Tout bus. The number of these signals is limited by the 
width of the Tout bus. If the Tout bus is not wide enough to 
receive all of the signals from the modules not under test 
which receive inputs from the MUT, then multiple passes of 
the full input test vector set will be made. That is, on the first 
pass, only some of the signals will be selected to be rerouted 
to the Tout bus. Then, when the test vectors are supplied 
through the Tin bus to the MUT, the MUT will output to the 
inputs of the modules it feeds, and those bits that have been 
selected will feedback to the Tout bus. Then on subsequent 
passes, remaining signals will be selected as the ones which 
are to be rerouted to the Tout bus. This will be repeated until 
testing of all MUT's outputs via all interconnect paths is 
completed. In this way the logic of the MUT is tested and all 
of the module's connections with other modules are verified. 
To test the connection of the MUT to a primary system 

output, the output may be checked directly at the system pin 
by any of those means identified above, thereby verifying 
the logic of the MUT as well as the connection to the 
primary system output. For testing the connections from 
primary system inputs, all modules are designated as not 
under test. Then in the configuration cycle the module inputs 
which receive primary system inputs are selected to reroute 
their inputs to the Tout bus as described above. In this 
manner, all connections from primary system inputs to those 
modules they feed may be verified. 
The above discussion of the preferred embodiment has 

omitted any discussion of the system clock or global signals. 
In the preferred embodiment, the test logic runs independent 
from the system clock fed to the modules. The system clock 
signal is essentially a global signal which may be excluded 
from the test scheme because it can be directly accessed 
externally. 
The test control logic of the present invention may also be 

controlled by a test clock or may be independent of a clock 
signal as in the case of a register-based interface. In the 
preferred embodiment of the present invention, a test clock 
from a central controller in accordance with a standard set by 
IEEE 1149.1 is used. Those of ordinary skill in the art will 
be familiar with IEEE standards and nothing more will be 
said about them herein. The advantage to using a clock 
signal independent of the normal system clock is that the 
system clock may then be controlled as required to extend 
cycles in the case where test set de-multiplexing has to 
OCCUI. 

In another embodiment of the present invention, the 
circuitry described above can be modified to provide for 
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8 
internal testing of logic within a module. The present 
invention provides a way of supplying test mode controls 
within the module logic as well as observing or driving 
internodal values within the module logic. In fact, both may 
be done simultaneously. This will now be described with 
respect to FIGS. 5-8. 

FIG. 5 illustrates a version of module 20 modified to show 
the test circuitry of another embodiment of the present 
invention. The portion of the circuitry shown in FIG. 5 
allows internal node controllability by enabling a predeter 
mined test signal to be fed to anode within the module logic. 
The circuitry at the input side of the module is the same as 
that shown in FIG. 4. Here, however, the module logic 21 is 
shown divided into two parts, 21a and 21b. Embedded 
between the two parts of the module logic is the test circuitry 
for supplying a test value to a node within the module logic. 
This test circuitry comprises latches 35 and 36, multiplexer 
37 and multiplexer enable logic 38. This circuitry is embed 
ded within the module logic at the node where it is desired 
to drive a predetermined value. This could be used for many 
purposes. For example, if the module is a 32-bit counter, and 
it is desired to observe some result in the system when the 
counter is at a very high value, it is not necessary to cycle 
through many clock cycles; the desired value may simply be 
inserted at the desired node. 

To supply a test value to an internal node of the module 
20, the test circuit of FIG. 5 is employed in the following 
manner. The Tin bus supplies the configuration data through 
test inputs 23a-23c. The module and the system are con 
figured such that the module is selected to be the MUT, and 
the circuitry at the input side of the module will pass the 
module test inputs through the Tinbus inputs 23a through to 
the module logic. During configuration, Tin bus 24 also 
supplies through module test inputs 23b to the test mode 
control latch 35 the required control bit for selecting the 
source of the input to the node between the first and second 
parts of the module logic 21a and 21b. Data latch 36 receives 
through module test inputs 23c from the Tin bus 24 the data 
value to be driven at the internal node of the module logic. 
The multiplexer 37 passes to the second part of the module 
logic either the control data from the data latch 36 or the 
signal from the first part of the module logic. The multi 
plexer is controlled by the multiplexer enable logic 38 which 
performs a gate function based upon the system's test 
signals and the control bits within control latch 35. Thus, 
when not exercising control of the node, the test circuitry is 
transparent to the module logic and the logic operates as a 
whole on the supplied system input signals. When exercising 
control of the node, a desired test value from test inputs 23c 
is passed through the second part of the module logic and the 
module logic outputs the result through usual module out 
puts 17. The modules not under test which are fed by the 
tested module can also be configured to reroute the output of 
the MUT to the Tout bus. 

Referring now to FIG. 6, the portion of the alternative 
embodiment of the present invention for observing a value 
at an internal node within the module logic is shown. As in 
FIG. 5, the module logic 21 is shown in two parts, 21a and 
21b. The circuitry at the input side of the module is sub 
stantially the same as that disclosed and discussed with 
respect to FIG. 4. In this portion of the alternative embodi 
ment, test observation circuitry is coupled to a node within 
the module logic 21. This circuitry is also coupled to the 
Tout bus through module test outputs 31b. The portion 40 of 
the circuitry of the alternative embodiment resembles the 
Tout bus driving circuitry Of FIG. 3. The control latch 39 
receives control bits from the Tin bus 24 through the module 
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test inputs 23b during the configuration cycle. By setting 
selected bits of the control latch 39, associated signals at the 
internal node will be enabled to be conveyed to the Tout bus 
30. The manner of driving selected signals to the Tout bus 
is similar to that described with respect to the feedback 
driving of FIG. 3. 

FIG. 7 shows module 20 equipped with circuitry to either 
observe selected signals at a node within the module logic or 
to control the signals passed through the same node within 
the module logic. In FIG. 7, the circuit shown between the 
two parts of the module logic 21a with module output 47a 
and 21b with module output 47b is essentially the same as 
that shown in FIGS. 5 and 6. Note that here, the latch 36 of 
FIG. 5 is the same component as the latch 39 of FIG. 6. 
When the module is configured for node observability, the 
latch is used to enable selected feedback drivers 33.40 for 
driving desired signals to the Tout bus. When the module is 
configured for node controllability, the latch serves as a data 
register for driving signals from the Tin bus to the internal 
node. The operation of the circuit of FIG. 7 is essentially the 
same as that described with respect to FIGS. 5 and 6 with the 
operation being determined by the setting of the control bits 
in the latches during the configuration and data cycles. 

FIG. 8 shows another configuration of the alternative 
embodiment of the present invention. Similar to FIG. 7, the 
circuitry of FIG. 8 is for both observing or controlling the 
signal at the same internal node within the module logic 21. 
Here, both functions may be carried out simultaneously. The 
difference from FIG. 7 is that in FIG. 8, separate latches 36 
and 39 are required for storing the data value to be driven 
and controlling the feedback driving circuit respectively. 
The logic at the chip level required to control the indi 

vidual test logic associated with each module can be built in 
a variety of ways depending on the application and its 
requirements. In all cases there will be a need for a Test Input 
Bus to provide a parallel data path to control the inputs of the 
module under test, a parallel Test Output Bus to provide a 
means of observing the selected embedded system inputs of 
the modules not under test, and some means of controlling 
the module test logic for all modules. 
These buses and control signals could be dedicated to test 

purposes, but typical constraints such as device pin-counts 
are likely to dictate some kind of multiplexing with system 
functions. Since this might make these system functions 
untestable by this scheme, some special measures should be 
taken to ensure they remain testable. A good generic 
approach is to multiplex each test function with more than 
one system function and provide selection of which is used 
during the configuration stage before the test is initiated. 
Alternatives might be to simply find another method of 
testing such system functions, or find system functions 
such as pure inputs that can still be tested even when 
overlapped with test inputs. Many alternatives and trade-offs 
exist and it is only important to consider how each will affect 
the overall testability of the device and what compromises 
are acceptable. 
Most control information can be passed to the modules 

via the Test Input Bus, especially if the input bus is as wide 
as the largest number of inputs on any module. However, if 
the input bus is used to control the modules and de 
multiplexing off the input bus is also required at the module 
test logic then there will be a cycle time overhead in 
switching to the next input set since both control and data 
usually cannot be transferred on the same bus in the same 
cycle. 
The generalized test control logic may be implemented as 

a centralized function or may be fully or partially distributed 
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10 
to the modules themselves. This will be based on system 
considerations and should not affect the realization of this 
test scheme in any major way. 

In the preferred embodiment implementation, a partially 
distributed module control scheme is used with a small 
central controller based on the IEEE 1149.1 standard TAP 
controller. This provides a means of getting some test 
control that is dedicated with no interference with other 
normal system functions. The modules contain module 
address decoding, "module under test' latching, set decod 
ing and enabling and special test mode control decoding 
(e.g., internal node controllability and observability ports). 
The test input bus may also be used for passing test control 
information during configuration. These considerations 
along with some configuration rules for the modules allow 
for the full testing of embedded modules. 

Whereas many alternatives and modifications of the 
present invention will no doubt become apparent to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art after having read the foregoing 
description, it is to be understood that the particular embodi 
ments shown and described by way of illustration are in no 
way to be considered limiting. Reference to the details of the 
preferred embodiment are not intended to limit the scope of 
the claims which themselves recite only those features 
regarded as essential to the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In an integrated circuit implemented on a chip and 

having a plurality of chip inputs for routing signals onto said 
chip and a plurality of chip outputs for routing signals out of 
said chip and at least first and second circuit modules, said 
first circuit module comprising module logic circuitry 
including first and second circuits coupled at an intermediate 
node, test circuitry for introducing a predetermined signal 
value at said intermediate node of said first circuit module, 
the test circuitry comprising: 
means for directly propagating said predetermined signal 

value to said intermediate node of said first circuit 
module, said first circuit module operating on said 
predetermined signal value to generate a result signal; 

means for conveying said result signal, generated by said 
first circuit module, from an output of said first circuit 
module to an input of said second circuit module; and 

means for conveying said result signal, generated by said 
first circuit module, from the input of said second 
circuit module to a subset of said plurality of chip 
outputs. 

2. The test circuitry of claim 1 wherein said means for 
directly propagating said predetermined signal value com 
prises a test input bus selectively coupled to a subset of said 
plurality of chip inputs and to said first circuit module. 

3. The test circuitry of claim 2 wherein said means for 
conveying said result signal, generated by said first circuit 
module, from said output of said first circuit module to said 
input of said second circuit module comprises a module 
interconnect coupling said output of said first circuit module 
and said input of said second circuit module. 

4. The test circuitry of claim 3 wherein said means for 
conveying said result signal, generated by said first circuit 
module, from said input of said second circuit module 
comprises a test output bus, coupled to said subset of said 
plurality of chip outputs and to said input of said second 
circuit module, for propagating said result signal, generated 
by said first circuit module, from said input of said second 
circuit module out of said integrated circuit. 

5. The test circuitry of claim 4 further comprising signal 
feedback circuitry for routing said result signal, generated by 
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said first circuit module, from said input of said second 
circuit module onto said test output bus. 

6. In an integrated circuit implemented on a chip and 
having a plurality of chip inputs for routing signals onto said 
chip and a plurality of chip outputs for routing signals out of 5 
said chip and at least a first circuit module comprising 
module logic circuitry including first and second circuits 
coupled at an intermediate node, test circuitry for observing 
a signal value at said intermediate node, the test circuitry 
comprising: 

a test input bus selectively coupled to a subset of said chip 
inputs and to said first circuit module for conveying 
instructions to said first circuit module; 

a test output bus selectively coupled to a subset of said 
chip outputs and to said first circuit module for con 
veying signals from said first circuit module to said 
subset of chip outputs; and 

driving circuitry responsive to instructions from said test 
input bus for routing signal values from said interme 
diate node to said test output bus for observation at said 
chip outputs. 

7. An apparatus for testing a first circuit module within an 
integrated circuit on a chip wherein said first circuit module 
has first circuit module logic having an intermediate node, 
said integrated circuit having at least a second circuit 
module coupled to said first circuit module by a module 
interconnect, said second circuit module having second 
circuit module logic, said apparatus comprising: 

a test input bus coupled to said first circuit module for 
conveying a test input signal to said intermediate node 
of said first circuit module logic; 

a test output bus coupled to said second circuit module for 
conveying a test result signal, generated by said first 
circuit module, out of said integrated circuit, 

first signal routing circuitry incorporated in said first 
circuit module and coupled to said test input bus for 
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receiving said test input signal and for propagating said 
test input signal to said first circuit module logic at said 
intermediate node; and 

second signal routing circuitry incorporated within said 
second circuit module and coupled to said module 
interconnect for receiving said test result signal, gen 
erated by said first circuit module, from said first circuit 
module and routing said test result signal, generated by 
said first circuit module, to said test output bus from 
said second circuit module, bypassing said second 
circuit module logic. 

8. In an integrated circuit implemented on a chip and 
having a plurality of chip inputs for routing signals onto said 
chip, a plurality of chip outputs for routing signals out of 
said chip and first and second circuit modules wherein said 
first circuit module has module logic circuitry including first 
and second circuits coupled at an intermediate node, a 
method of testing said first circuit module comprising the 
steps of: 

propagating a test input signal over a test input bus on said 
chip that is coupled to a subset of said chip inputs and 
to said first circuit module, incorporated on said chip, 
at said intermediate node, 

selecting said test input signal as an input signal to the first 
circuit module at said intermediate node, 

propagating a test result signal, generated by said first 
circuit module, from said first circuit module over a 
module interconnect to said second circuit module 
incorporated on said chip; and 

routing the test result signal, generated by said first circuit 
module, from said second circuit module onto a test 
output bus incorporated on said chip and out of said 
integrated circuit, said test output bus being coupled to 
a subset of said chip outputs. 
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