T 0T 0 A OO

0 01/91066 A3

(12) INTERNATIONAL APPLICATION PUBLISHED UNDER THE PATENT COOPERATION TREATY (PCT)

(19) World Intellectual Property Organization
International Bureau

(43) International Publication Date
29 November 2001 (29.11.2001)

PCT

0 0 0 O 0

(10) International Publication Number

WO 01/91066 A3

GO7F 19/00,

(51) International Patent Classification’:
GO6F 17/60

(21) International Application Number: PCT/SE01/01075

(22) International Filing Date: 16 May 2001 (16.05.2001)

(25) Filing Language: English

(26) Publication Language: English

(30) Priority Data:

09/574,318 19 May 2000 (19.05.2000)  US

(71) Applicant and
(72) Inventor: SWERUP, Jan [SE/SE]: Post Box 4330, S-741
95 Knivsta (SE).

(74) Agent: SVANFELDT, Hans-Ake; Dr Ludwig Brann
Patentbyra AB, Box 1344, S-751 43 Uppsala (SE).

(81) Designated States (national): AE, AG, AL, AM. AT, AT
(utility model), AU, AZ, BA, BB, BG, BR, BY, BZ, CA,

CH, CN, CO, CR, CU, CZ, CZ (utility model), DE, DE
(utility model), DK, DK (utility model), DM, DZ, EC, EE,
EE (utility model), ES, FL, FI (utility model), GB, GD. GE,
GH, GM, HR, HU, ID,IL,IN, IS, JP.KE, KG, KP, KR, KZ,
LC, LK, LR, LS, LT, LU, LV, MA, MD, MG, MK, MN,
MW, MX, MZ, NO, NZ, PL, PT, RO, RU., SD, SE, SG, SI,
SK, SK (utility model), SL, TJ, TM, TR, TT, TZ, UA, UG,
US,UZ, VN, YU. ZA, ZW.
(84) Designated States (regional): ARIPO patent (GH, GM.,
KE, LS. MW, MZ, SD, SL. SZ, TZ, UG, ZW), Eurasian
patent (AM, AZ, BY. KG, KZ,MD, RU, TJ. TM), European
patent (AT, BE. CH, CY. DE, DK, ES, F1, FR, GB, GR, IE,
IT, LU, MC, NL, PT, SE. TR), OAPI patent (BF. BJ, CF,
CG, CI, CM, GA., GN, GW, ML, MR, NE, SN, TD, TG).

Published:

—  with international search report

(88) Date of publication of the international search report:
20 June 2002

For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid-
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations" appearing at the begin-
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette.

(54) Title: A BILLING SERVICE SYSTEM AND METHOD

22 2t A6 a4
r | b | )
CUSTOMER 3 (CLIENT COMPANY ;
BROWSER ! kC»DB ICLIENT
P-DB_[sw
20
[PAPER A 7 E-MAIL - 25
MAL =
I 8

————————————————————————————————— —~

INTERNET H

i 28 47

[ UL NSRRI NS

FOR
EACH
CLIENT

[CLIENT
[ACCOUNT -
LEDGER
[PROGRAMS

} 2

- 19

—
Notificalion of payment

CUSTOMER
GIRC

ACCOUNT

8P GIRO | ¢
CCOUNT

(57) Abstract: A billing service system and method in accordance with the invention includes a billing server (11), a payment
system (17), a web site (28). a web browser (22) and a client program (25). The billing server generates invoices, captures and stores
information relating to the generated invoices and store information on received payments. The payment system, a bank for example,
receives payments (31) and notifies (32) the billing server of received payments. On the billing service provider’s web site a client
(18) enters billing information and can study his ledger. Billing information is sent from the client to the billing server in e-mail
(24) or files over the Internet (12). The billing server connects to the Internet for the short periods during which it polls its Internet
mailbox (27) or file-server and downloads received invoices. The billing server can be distributed over several processors that are

interconnected by a data network.
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