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A matter common to claims 1 to 47 is considered to be “an ink for ink-jet
recording which comprises: pigment particles having sulfur-containing
dispersibility-imparting groups chemically bonded to the surface thereof with
a sulfurized treating agent; an infiltrating agent; and water”.

(1) Claims 1 to 7 pertain to an ink in which the sulfur content is not higher than
a given value.

(2) Claims 8 to 10 and 27 to 30 pertain to an ink in which the sulfur content is not
lower than a given value and to a process for producing the same.

(3) Claimllpertainstoanink inwhichthe sulfur-containingdispersibility-imparting
groups are specific groups and the pigment particles have a specific value of
zeta potential.

(4) Claims 12 to 15 and 31 to 34 pertain to an ink in which the sulfur-containing
dispersibility-imparting groups and the counter ions thereof are specific groups
and to a process for producing the same.

(5) Claims 16 to 18 pertain to an ink further containing a specific antiseptic.

(6) Claims 19 to 26 pertain to an ink in which the infiltrating agent is a specific
one.

(7) Claims 35 to 39 pertain to an ink set comprising a combination of the above inks.

(8) Claims 40 to 47 pertain to an ink cartridge containing an ink impregnation foam
impregnated with any of the above inks in which the liquid component (s) has a
sulfur content not higher than a given value.

As a result of the international search, the matter common to claims 1 to
47 was found to be disclosed in document JP, 10-110129, A (Toyo Ink Mgf. Co.,
Ltd.), 28 April, 1998 (28.04.98). This matter is hence not novel and is not
considered to be a special technical feature in Rule 13.2 of the Regulations
under the PCT.

Futhermore, (1) to (8) are not considered to have any other common matter
which is regarded as the special technical matter.

There is no special technical feature common to all the claims. Therefore,
the claims 1 to 47 are not considered to be a group of inventions so linked as
to form a single general inventive concept.
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