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(87) Abstract — L~

A method for producing raw iron from iron-bearing oxidic
material, comprising finally reducing the iron oxide by charging
the iron oxide, coal, oxygen gas and slag-forming flux to a molten
iron bath contained in at least one reactor vessel, a final reduction
reactor (2), for final reduction of the iron oxide, and pre-reducing
primarily non-reduced iron oxide in a pre-reduction stage (1), and
subsequently charging the pre-reduced iron oxide to the reactor,
and generating reduction gas (17) for the aforesaid pre-reduction
process. The method is particularly characterized in that reduc-
tion gas for the pre-reduction process (1) is generated by a sepa-
rate gas generating process (3) effected in at least one reactor (3), ——
a gas generating reactor, separate from the final reduction reactor 8-
or reactors (2). The invention also relates to a plant for carrying
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out the method.
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A method for producing raw iron from iron concentrates

and for the manufacture of gas, and plant apparatus for

carrying out the method.

The present invention relates to a method for producing
raw iron from iron concentrates and for the manufacture
of gas.

The invention also relates to plant apparatus for carrying
out the method.

A reactor for producing gas and also a certain amount of
raw iron in conjunction therewith is known from Swedish
Patent Specification No. 7706876-5. In this Swedish patent
specification there is described a method.for producing a
gaseous mixture of primarily carbon monoxide (CO) and
hydrogen gas (Hz) from coal which contains a certain
amount of water. When practising this known method, coal
is injected into a molten metal bath in quantities which
are stoichiometrically excessive in relation to the oxygen
injected into the bath in the form of iron oxides, at the
same time as gaseous oxygen is injected so as to oxidize
the coal excess. Thus, although the method relates to the
manufacture of gas a significant quantity of iron is
also produced. '

The Swedish Patent Specification No. 8103201-3 also
describes a method for the gasification of coal,in which
a reactér is used. According to this patent specification
coal, oxygen gas and iron oxides are also charged to the
reactor vessel, the iron oxides constituting a cooling
medium. Coal is introduced into the molten bath in stoichio=-
metric quantities in relation to the oxygen gas injected
thereinto. The invention according to this patent resides
in placing the reactor under an overpressure, thereby
enabling a far greater quantity of gas to be produced,
since a greater amount of coal and oxygen gas in relation
to the size of the bath can be introduced thereinto than
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when atmospheric pressure prevails. According to this
patent specification, the prime object of the invention

is to increase the production of gas.

Thus, the aforementioned patent. specification relate to
gas manufacturing processes, where the object is to pro-
duce as much gas as possible. The fact that iron-bearing
materials are also injected into the bath is simply
because it is desired to convert the molten iron bath in
a manner to prevent it becoming excessively contaminated
with impurities introduced in the coal.

The Swedish Patent Specification No. 8301159-3 describes

a method for the manufacture of raw iron, in which the
energy content of the coal is utilized to the maximum.

When the coal is used to a maximum it means, in prin-
ciéle, that solely carbon dioxide (COZ) and steam (HZO)
leave the process, while charging as little coal as
possible to the process. The patent specification descri-
bes herewith a method for producing raw iron from iron
concentrates, in which iron concentrate. , coal, oxygen gas,
and slag-forming flux are injected into a reactor beneath
the sﬁrface of a molten iron bath present therein, and in
which the ratio of CO2 to CO present in the gas is caused
to increase to a value greater than that which corresponds
to the state of equilibrium at atmospheric pressure, there-
by causing more héat to be generated in the bath for a
given amount of coal, and in which method the amount of
coal charged to the system in relation to the amount of
concentrate present is predetermined to a sufficiency for
finally reducing in the reactor pre-reduced iron concen-
trate, and in which CO and Hz'in the waste gases are passed
to a pre-reduction stage in which non-reduced iron concen-
trate is pre-reduced, whereafter this concentrate is
charged to the reactor. Iron concentrates are partially
reduced in a pre-reduction stage to a degree considered
optimal for final reduction in a reactor.

by
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When applying the iron manufacturing technique disclosed
in the Swedish Patent Specification No. 8301159-3 it is
necessary to create a balance between the reactor condi-
tions so that raw iron and gas can be produced. The con-
ditions, such as temperature and starting materials, how-
ever, are not the optimal conditions, either with respect
to the manufacture of iron or to the production of gas,
but are the result of a compromise. Thus, serious problems
are created with respect to heat balance and the use of
reduction gas for the aforesaid pre-reduction process, due
to the fact that the reduction gas is generated in the
iron manufacturing reactor. Consequently, it is necessary
to undertake an energy-consuming gas cleansing process in
order to obtain a CO/Hz—content suitable for the pre-
reduction process while simultaneously removing CO2 and
H20 from the reduction gas.

The present invention is based on an understanding of the
problems with which the technique according to Swedish
Patent Specification 8301159-3 is encumbered, and in the
knowledge that raw iron can be produced by following a
completely different procedure within the framework of the
basic manufacturing process. The method, which permits
raw iron to be manufactured under conditions of greater
optimum, enables an adaptation to be made, with a parti-
cularly high degree of flexibility, to prevailing secon-
dary conditions, both with respect to process technique
and products. |

The invention thus relates to a method for manufacturing
raw iron from iron-bearing oxidic material, in which the
iron oxide is finally reduced by charging the iron oxide,
coal, oxygen gas and a slag-forming flux to a molten metal
bath of at least one reactor vessel (a final reduction
reactor) for final reduction of the iron oxide, in which
primarily non-reduced iron oxide is pre-reduced in a pre-
reduction stage and thereafter charged to the reactor, and

a reduction gas 1is generated for said pre-reduction process.

PCT/SE86/00333
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The method is particularly characterized in that the gas
intended for the pre-reduction stage is generated by a
separate gas generating process carried out in at least
one separate reactor, a gas generating reactor, separate
from the final reduction reactor or reactors. N

The invention»also relates to plant apparatus for produc—
ing raw iron from iron-bearing oxidic materials, comprising
at least one reactor vessel, a final reduction reactor,in
which the iron oxide is intended to be finally reduced by
supplying iron oxide, coal, oxygen gas and slag-forming
flux to the surface of a molten iron bath present in the
reactor, there being provided a pre-reduction stage in
which primarily non-reduced iron oxide is intended to be
pre-reduced, this iron oxide subsequent to said pre-
reduction process being intended to be finally reduced in
the final reduction reactor, said plant apparatus also
comprising means for generating reduction éas for carrying

out said pre-reduction process.

The plant is characterized by at least one separate reac-
tor, a gas generating reactor-for the separate generation
of reduction gas for the pre-reduction process, this
reactor being separate from the final reduction reactor or
reactors, the pre-reducing gas being generated in a manner
substantially known per se, by charging primarily coal

and oxygen gas to the surface of a molten metal bath,
preferably a molten iron bath present in the reactor or

reactors.

The invention will now be described in more detail with
reference to an exemplifying embodiment thereof and to
the accompanying drawing, the'single figure of which is

a block schematic illustrating a process according to the

invention.

In Figure 1 there is'shown a pre-reduction stage 1, a

final reduction stage 2 and a gas production stage 3.

-

PCT/SE86/00333
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The pre-reduction stage 1 may comprise a two-stage or
three-stage fluidized bed to which iron concentrate is
supplied continuously in the form of iron concentrate or
micropellets pre-heated to a temperature of, for example,
250°C in a pre-heating unit (not shown). Coal or coke can
also be admixed with the charged material when desired.

A given part of the gas exiting from the pre-reduction
stage, this gas being indicated by arrow 4 in Figure 1 and
containing CO, COZ’ H2 and H20, can be passed through a
dust separator, e.g. cyclones, and then returned to the
pre-heating unit.

As illustrated by the arrow 6, the pre-reduced iron concen-
trate is passed to the final reduction stage 2, optionally
via an intermediate storage facility.

The final reduction stage incorporates at least one ceramic-
lined reactor containing a carbonaceous iron bath, suit-
ably having a carbon content in excess of 1 % and a tem-
perature of 1300-1600°C. Pre-reduced iron concentrate 6,
coal 7, oxygen gas (02) 8 and a slag-forming flux (e.g.
Ca0) 9 are charged to the reactor. These materials are
preferably charged to the reactor through injection nozz-
les located in the lower part of the reactor. The pre-
reduced iron concentrate, however, can alternatively be
charged through injection nozzles located above the
surface of the molten bath or in the so-called slag line.
The raw iron 11 and slag 12 formed in the final reduction
stage 2 can be tapped-off continuously or intermittently

in a known manner.

The gas production stage 3 includes at least one ceramic-
lined reactor. The reactor is charged primarily with coal
7', oxygen gas 8' and coolant 9'. Gasification can there-~
with be carried out in a conventional manner. The gas

can also be produced substantially in accordance with
Swedish Patent Specifications Nos. 7706876-5 and 8103201-3.
In this case, the gas production stage 3 incorporates ét
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least one ceramic-lined reactor which contains a carbo-
naceous iron bath suitably having a carbon content in
excess of 1 % and a temperature of 1300-1600°C. Oxygen in

KX

the form of iron oxides and oxygen gas is introduced into
the molten bath in a stoichiometric relationship with the

5]

coal. The main purpose in this case is to obtain a reduc-
tion gas, a mixture of CO and H,. It is not necessary to
remove carbon dioxide from the gas, and the gas can be
charged to the pre-reduction stage 1 for use in the pre-
reduction process, optionally subsequent to passing through
a gas cleansing stage 18 to remove dust therefrom, as

illustrated by the arrow 17 in Figure 1.

The fundamehtal principle of the method according to the
invention will be understood to a substantial degree from
the aforegoing. However, since the gas production sage and
the final reduction stage constitute process stages as
substantial flexibility with regard, inter alia, to produc-
tion capacity, the production of raw iron and gas, a large
number of variants adapted to different sécondary condi-

tions are conceivable.

Conceivably, it is preferable in the majority of cases to
impart a high degree of oxidation to the waste gases 13
from the final reduction stage 2, for example a degree of
oxidation greater than 5 % but lower than 100%, preferably
10-90%, thereby to effect so-called afterburning of the
gas generated. The degree of oxidation is defined as

CO’2 + HZO

0.D. | x 100

o9

)

v

CoO + H, + CO, + H

2 0

2 2

Thus, with 0 oxidation the gas comprises CO and H2, and
at 0.D. = 100 % of CO2 and HZO'

The combustion of CO and Hy to CO2 and H20 takes place in
the afterburning process. Thus, in maintaining a high

degree of oxidation there is utilized the energy content
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-of the reduction gas generated in the final reduction
stage 2. The energy content of the waste gases can be
utilized to a maximum, by combusting the waste gases from
the final reduction reactor in the upper part of the reac-
tor above the surface of the molten bath with the aid of
suitable oxidation techniques, in a manner such that the

bath absorbs heat from the superheated gas.

Correspondingly, it may be preferred in the majority of
cases to induce in the gas generating stage 3 a degree of
oxidation which is so low, such as beneath 10%, as to
avoid the necessity of cleansing the generated reduction
gas 17 of its carbon dioxide content.

For the purpose of optimizing the process, the composi-
tion of the coal and/or the oxygen content of the oxygen
gas used and/or the temperature applied may be mutually
different for the final reduction stage and the separate
gas generating stage. Thus, in the final reduction stage
the sulphﬁr content of the coal .composition is suitably
much lower than the sulphur content of the coal composi-
tion used in the separate gas generating stage. This
reduces the necessity of removing sulphur from the raw
iron obtained in the final reduction stage to a low level,
wherewith the tapping-off temperature in the final reduc-
tion stage can be held at a lower level than in the case
when comprehensive sulphur extraction processes need to
be carried out in a separate sulphur cleansing stage. In‘
the majérity of cases a high sulphur content in the gas
generating stage can be tolerated. Thus, it is possible,
in this way, to optimize the sulphur load on the total

process.

A conceivable variant of the method according to the
invention is one in which the iron charge, for example
in the form of concentrate and pre-reduced material, is
divided between the final reduction stage and the sepa-=-
rate gas generating stage in order to achieve maximum

production of raw iron and reduction gas.
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When transferring the reduction gas from the gas generat-
ing stage 3, a number of different possibilities are con-
ceivable. For example, the reduction gas when transferred
to the pre-reduction stage may have a high or a low tem~-
perature, such as substantially room temperature, and may
be cleansed of dust or not as the case may be.

The final reduction stage and/or the separate gas generat-
ing stage can be carried out at atmospheric pressure oOr
pressures thereabove. At pressures abéve atmospheric one

of the reactors 1 and 3 or both of the reactors are brought
to a total pressure beneath 100 bars, preferably 1-10 bars.

According to the invention respeétive reactor vessels are
preferably given a form and structural design adapted to
the process to be carried out in the reactor. Thus, in
suitable cases, a reactor for the final reduction stage is
préferably constructed so as to be suitable for combusting
gas above the surface of the molten bath and for utilizing
the energy released during the gas combustion process. In
this respect the reactor should not have a pronounced
conical configuration at a location immediately above the
bath surface. In this regard, the reactor walls may be
cooled in certain reactor constructions. In suitable cases
a reactor in which the separate gas generating process is
effected may be constructed for a relatively deep bath.

As will be understood from the aforegoing, the invention
affords considerable advantages in comparison with prior
art techniques. Thus, (1) the gas production process and
the raw iron production process are not dependent upon one
another, (2) the reduction gas can be given a low carbon
dioxide content without needing to employ energy-consuming
and investment-requiring gas purification processes, (3)
the coal requirement in the final reduction stage can be
reduced, resulting in higher productivity and a decrease
in load with regard to sulphur impurities, (4) the process

becomes more accessible due to the separate production of

e
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gas and raw iron, (5) the form of respective reactors can
be optimized and the wear on the reactor linings reduced
by utilizing optimum conditions, such as temperature and

slag composition in respective process stages.

Although the invention has been described in the afore-
going with reference to a selected exemplifying embodiment
thereof it will be understood that other embodiments and
minor modifications are conceivable within the scope of

the inventive concept.

For example, a number of variants are conceivable with
regard to the structural design of the reactor or the
final reduction process in order to protect the reactor
walls against the stresses created primarily by the high
temperatures prevailing in the afterburning process for
achieving high degrees of oxidation.

Water cooling has been mentioned.in the aforegoing. It is
also possible, however, to charge a material which will
form a curtain which protects the walls. The slag can also
be fermented to provide a shielding effect, by combusting
gas centrally in the reactor above the surface of the bath.
It is also conceivably possible to rotate the molten bath
and slag so that the molten metal and bath creeps up along
the reactor wall. A further possibility is one of rotating
the actual reactor.

It will be evident from the aforegoing that a number of
different variants are conceivable in which regard is paid
to various secondary conditions. For example, gas from the
separate gas generating stage can be used for purposes
other than pre-reduction purposes. According to the inven-
tion the process can be advantageously driven continuously,
since the gas generation stage is separate from the final
reduction stage. Gas from the final reduction reactor 2
can also be passed to the gas generating reactor 3 for
regeneration.

PCT/SE86/00333
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' The invention is not restricted to the described and
illustrated embodiment and modifications can be made
within the scope of the following claims.

(4
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- CLAIMS

1. A method for producing raw iron from iron-bearing
oxidic material, comprising finally reducing the iron
oxide by charging the iron oxide, coal, oxygen gas and

a slag-forming flux to a molten iron bath present in at
least one reactor vessel, for final reduction of said
iron oxide, and by pre-reducing in a pre-reduction stage
primarily non-reduced iron oxide, and. subsequently injec-
ting the pre-reduced iron oxide into the reactor, and
generating reduction gas for said pre-reduction process,
characterized in that reduction gas for the pre-reduction
stage (1) is generated by separate gas generation (3) in
at least one reactor (3), a gas generating reactor, sepa-
rate from the final reduction reactor or reactors (2).

2. A method according to Claim 1, characterized in that
the separate gas generating stage is effected by charging
primarily coal (7') and oxygen gas (8') to a molten metal

bath present in the reactor or reactors (3).

3. A method according to Claim 1 or 2, characterized by
bringing the oxidation degree (0.D.) of the waste gases
obtained from the final reduction stagé (2) to a high

level, such as higher than 5 % and lower than 100 %, prefer-
ably 10-90 %, so-called afterburning of generated gas being
effected above the bath surface in the final reduction
reactor (2).

4. A method according to Claim 1, 2 or 3, characterized in
that the degree of oxidation (0.D.) of the reduction gas
obtained from the separate gas generating stage (3) is
brought to a level lower than 10 %.

5. A method according to Claim 1,2, 3 or 4, characterized

in that the coal composition (7,7') and/or the oxygen
content of the oxygen-gas used (8,8') and/or the temperature
are different for the final reduction stage (2) than for
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the separate gas generating stage (3).

6. A method according to Claim 1,2,3,4 or 5, characteri-
zed in that the sulphur content of the coal composition
(7) used in the final reduction stage (2) is (substantial-
ly) lower than the sulphur content of the coal composition
(7') used in the separate gas generating stage (3).

7. A method according to Claim 1,2,3,4 or 5, characteri-
zed in that the iron charge, for example in the form of
concentrate and pre-reduced material (6) is divided between
the final reduction stage (2) and the separate gas generat-
ing stage (3) for the purpose of achieving maximum produc-

tion of raw iron (11) and reduction gas (17).

8. A method according to Claim 1,2,3,4,5,6 or 7, charac-
terized in that the final reduction stage (2) and/or the
separate gas generating stage (3) is (or are) carried out
at a pressure lower than 100 bar, preferably from 1 to 10

bar.

9. A plant for producing raw iron from iron-bearing oxi-
dic material, comprising at least one reactor vessel, a
final reduction reactor in which the iron oxide is finally
reduced by supplying iron oxide, coal, oxygen gas and
slag-forming flux to-the surface of a molten iron bath
present in the reactor, a pre-reduction stage being provi-
ded in which primarily non-reduced iron oxide is pre-
reduced, the iron oxide subsequent to said pre-reduction
process being intended for final reduction in the final
reduction reactor, and in which means are provided for
generating reduction gas for said pre-reduction process,
characterized in that there is further provided for the
separate generation (3) of reduction gas (17) for the
pre-reduction process (1) at least one separate reactor
(3), a gas generating reactor (3), separate from the final
reduction reactor or reactors (2), in which separate
reactor gas is generated (3) in a manner substantially

known per se by charging coal (7') and oxygen gas (8')

I
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to the surface of a molten metal bath, preferably a
molten iron bath, present in the reactor or reactors
(3).

10. A plant according to Claim 9, characterized in that
respective reactor vessels (2,3) have a form and a con-
struction adapted to the process to be carried out in the
respective reactor, each final reduction reactor (2) being
constructed in a manner which renders it suitable for
combustion of gas above the surface of the molten bath and
for utilizing the energy released during said combustion
process, and each gas generating reactor (3) being con-
structed to accommodate a relatively deep bath.

11. A plant according to Claim 9 or 10, characterized in
that the wall of each final reduction reactor (2) above
the surface of the molten bath is protected against
excessively high temperatures prevailing during the
combustion of gas above the surface of the molten bath,
for example by cooling and/or shielding said wall.
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