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Description
BACKGROUND

1. Field

[0001]
battery.

Embodiments of the invention relate to a flexible

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] Recently, with the development of lightweight
and small-sized mobile electronic devices, there is an
increasing demand for miniaturized and lightweight bat-
teries for supplying power to the mobile electronic devic-
es for both driving use and back-up use. In addition, it is
also necessary to efficiently use a receiving space in an
electronic device. To cope with these requirements, lith-
ium ion secondary batteries, which have a high energy
density or output density and are rechargeable, are often
used.

[0003] US2013/171490 discloses a flexible battery for
use in electronic devices. US6528204 discloses a lithium
secondary battery (5) comprising individual cells con-
nected with one another.

[0004] US2010/330411 discloses a thin film battery.
FR2838242 discloses a flat thin battery for use in inte-
grated circuit cards.

SUMMARY

[0005] According to the presentinvention, there is pro-
vided a flexible battery including a first substrate, a sec-
ond substrate, and a first unit cell and a second unit cell
arranged between the first substrate and the second sub-
strate in lengthwise directions of the first substrate and
the second substrate, wherein the first and second unit
cells are electrically connected to each other. Each of
the first and second unit cells includes a first conductive
patternformed on the first substrate, afirst active material
layer coated on the first conductive pattern, a second
conductive pattern formed on the second substrate, a
second active material layer coated on the second con-
ductive pattern, and a separator interposed between the
first active material layer and the second active material
layer, wherein the first and second active material layers
face each other. The first conductive pattern of the first
unit cell has a first side, the second conductive pattern
of the second unit cell has a second side, and some re-
gions of the first side and the second side are electrically
connected to each other in forms of points.

[0006] The flexible battery may further include sealing
members formed along peripheries between the first sub-
strate and the second substrate.

[0007] The sealing members may be formed between
the first and second unit cells.

[0008] The first and second unit cells may be directly
electrically connected or indirectly electrically connected
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via a conductive adhesive layer.

[0009] The flexible battery includes electrical connec-
tor parts electrically connecting the first conductive pat-
tern of thefirst unit cell and the second conductive pattern
of the second unit cell to each other.

[0010] The flexible battery may further include sealing
members formed on exterior sides of the electrical con-
nector parts.

[0011] Each of the electrical connector parts may in-
clude a protrusion formed on the first conductive pattern
or the second conductive pattern, or a conductive adhe-
sive layer interposed between the first conductive pattern
and the second conductive pattern.

[0012] At least some of the above and other features
of the invention are set out in the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0013] Features of the invention will be made more ap-
parent to those of skill in the art by describing in detail
embodiments thereof with reference to the attached
drawings, in which:

FIG. 1Allustrates a cross-sectional view of unit cells
of a flexible battery according to an embodiment of
the invention to yet be electrically connected;

FIG. 1B illustrates a cross-sectional view of electri-
cally connected unit cells in a flexible battery accord-
ing to an embodiment;

FIG. 1C illustrates a plan view of first and second
substrates of the flexible battery in FIG. 1A;

FIG. 2Aillustrates a cross-sectional view of a flexible
battery according to another embodiment of the in-
vention;

FIG. 2B illustrates a plan view of first and second
substrates of the flexible battery illustrated in FIG.
2A;

FIG. 3 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a flexible
battery according to still another embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 4 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a flexible
battery according to still another embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 5 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a flexible
battery according to still another embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 6 illustrates a plan view of first and second sub-
strates of a flexible battery according to still another
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 7 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a flexible
battery according to still another embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 8 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a flexible
battery according to still another embodiment of the
invention;

FIG. 9 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a flexible
battery according to still another embodiment of the
invention; and
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FIG. 10 illustrates a cross-sectional view of an ex-
ample of a substrate which can be used for a flexible
battery according to an embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0014] Example embodiments of the invention will now
be described more fully hereinafter with reference to the
accompanying drawings; however, it may be embodied
in different forms and should not be construed as limited
to the embodiments set forth herein. Rather, these em-
bodiments are provided so that this disclosure will be
thorough and will convey implementations of the inven-
tion to those skilled in the art.

[0015] Inthe drawing figures, the dimensions of layers
and regions may be exaggerated for clarity of illustration.
It will also be understood that when a layer (i.e., element)
or element is referred to as being "on" or "connected to"
another layer or substrate, it can be directly on or con-
nected to the other layer or substrate, or intervening lay-
ers may also be present. In addition, it will also be un-
derstood that when a layer is referred to as being "be-
tween" two layers, it can be the only layer between the
two layers, or one or more intervening layers may also
be present. Like reference numerals refer to like ele-
ments throughout.

[0016] As used herein, the term "and/or" includes any
and all combinations of one or more of the associated
listed items. In addition, the terminology used herein is
for the purpose of describing particular embodiments on-
ly and is notintended to be limiting thereof. As used here-
in, the singular forms are intended to include the plural
forms as well, unless the context clearly indicates other-
wise. It will be further understood that the terms "com-
prises" or "include" and/or "comprising" or "including,"
when used in this specification, specify the presence of
stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements,
and/or components, but do not preclude the presence or
addition of one or more other features, integers, steps,
operations, elements, components, and/or groups there-
of.

[0017] It will be understood that, although the terms
"first", "second", etc. may be used herein to describe var-
ious members, elements, regions, layers and/or sec-
tions, these members, elements, regions, layers and/or
sections should not be limited by these terms. These
terms are only used to distinguish one member, element,
region, layer, and/or section from another. Thus, for ex-
ample, a first member, a first element, a first region, a
first layer and/or a first section discussed below could be
termed a "second member", a "second element", a "sec-
ond region", a "second layer" and/or a "second section"
without departing from the teachings.

[0018] Spatially relative terms, such as "beneath”, "be-
low", "lower", "above", "upper", and the like, may be used
herein for ease of description to describe one element or
feature’s relationship to another element(s) or feature(s)
as illustrated in the figures. It will be understood that the
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spatially relative terms are intended to encompass dif-
ferent orientations of the device in use or operation in
addition to the orientation depicted in the figures. For
example, if the device in the figures is turned over, ele-
ments described as "below" or "beneath" other elements
or features would then be oriented "above" the other el-
ements or features. Thus, the exemplary term "below"
can encompass both an orientation of above and below.
[0019] In addition, the term "separator" used hereinin-
cludes a separator commonly used for a liquid electrolyte
battery using a liquid electrolyte having little affinity to the
separator. Further, the term "separator" used herein in-
cludes an intrinsic solid polymer electrolyte and/or a gel
solid polymer electrolyte, in which an electrolyte is firmly
bound to a separator, so that the electrolyte and the sep-
arator should be interpreted as being identical with each
other. Therefore, the meaning of the separator should be
defined as having a meaning that is consistent with its
meaning in the context of the present disclosure.
[0020] FIG. 1A is a cross-sectional view illustrating a
state in which unit cells of a flexible battery 100 according
to an embodiment of the invention are yet to be electri-
cally connected, and FIG. 1B is a cross-sectional view
illustrating a state in which the unit cells are electrically
connected. FIG. 1C is a plan view illustrating first and
second substrates (110 and 120) of the flexible battery
100 illustrated in FIG. 1A.

[0021] As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the flexible bat-
tery 100 according to an embodiment may include a first
substrate 110, a second substrate 120, and a first unit
cell 130 and a second unit cell 140 horizontally arranged
between the first and second substrates 110 and 120,
and electrically connected to each other. In addition, the
flexible battery 100 according to an embodiment may fur-
ther include sealing members 151 for protecting the first
and second unit cells 130 and 140 formed between the
first and second substrates 110 and 120 from external
environments.

[0022] Each ofthe firstand second substrates 110 and
120 is shaped of a, e.g., rectangular, panel and has a
predetermined thickness, a predetermined length, and a
predetermined width. As an example, each of the first
and second substrates 110 and 120 may have a thick-
ness in a range of about 10 wm to about 1,000 pm, and
a length and a width in a range of about 10mm to about
10,000 mm, but embodiments of the invention are not
limited thereto.

[0023] Each ofthe firstand second substrates 110 and
120 may be made of a plastic film used at a higher tem-
perature than, e.g., polypropylene (PP), polyvinyl chlo-
ride (PVC), polystyrene (PS) or high-density polyethyl-
ene (HDPE) used at a temperature lower than about 100
°C. For example, the first and second substrates 110 and
120 may be made of at least one of poly carbonate (PC),
polyethylene terephthalate (PET), polyethylene naph-
thalate (PEN), polyethersulfone (PES), polyetherimide
(PEI), PAR, poly(phenylene sulfide (PPS), liquid-crystal
polymer (LCP), polyether ether ketone (PEEK), poly-
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tetrafluoroethylene (PTFE), polyimide (PI) and equiva-
lents thereof, used at a temperature higher than about
100 °C, but embodiments of the invention are not limited
thereto.

[0024] Insome cases, each of the firstand second sub-
strates 110 and 120 may further include an internally
formed metal thin film made of, e.g., aluminum, copper
oriron.

[0025] The first unit cell 130 and the second unit cell
140 may be arranged between the first and second sub-
strates 110 and 120. For example, the first unit cell 130
and the second unit cell 140 may be arranged in length-
wise directions of the first and second substrates 110
and 120 or in a horizontal direction, and may be config-
ured to be directly or indirectly electrically connected to
each other. The flexible battery 100 may include more
unit cells than the first and second unit cells 130 and 140
illustrated herein. However, for a better understanding of
the embodiments, the following description will focus on
the first and second unit cells 130 and 140 and the rela-
tionship of electrical connection therebetween by way of
a representative example.

[0026] Each of the first and second unit cells 130 and
140 includes a first conductive pattern 131 formed on the
first substrate 110, a first active material layer 133 coated
on the first conductive pattern 131, a second conductive
pattern 134 formed on the second substrate 120, a sec-
ond active material layer 136 coated on the second con-
ductive pattern 134, and a separator 137 interposed be-
tween the first active material layer 133 and the second
active material layer 136. The first active material layer
133 and the second active material layer 136 face each
other.

[0027] For example, the first conductive pattern 131
may be formed by coating copper, nickel or an alloy there-
of on the first substrate 110 by one of, e.g., electroplating,
electroless plating, physical vapor deposition (PVD),
sputtering, evaporation, chemical vapor deposition
(CVD), room temperature deposition in vacuum, aerosol
deposition and equivalents thereof. In addition, the first
conductive pattern 131 may be in the form of a thin film,
a lath, a punched metal, or a net. In order to implement
the flexible battery 100 as a thin film battery, a thickness
of the first conductive pattern 131 may be smaller than,
e.g., 20 pm.

[0028] The first active material layer 133 may be coat-
ed on the first conductive pattern 131. The first active
material layer 133 may vary according to the kind of bat-
tery manufactured, but is not particularly limited. For ex-
ample, in a case of manufacturing a lithium secondary
battery, any material that is capable of doping and un-
doping lithium ions, e.g., a hardly graphitizable carbon-
based material or a graphite-like carbon material, may
be used as the first active material. In detail, the first
active material layer 133 may be a carbonaceous mate-
rial, including an organic polymer compound sintered
product, carbon fiber, or activated carbon, prepared by
sintering pyrolyzed carbons, cokes, e.g., pitch cokes,
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needle cokes or petroleum cokes, graphite, glass-like
carbons, phenol resin, furan resin, etc. at an appropriate
temperature, and carbonizing the same. In addition, ex-
amples of the material capable of doping and undoping
lithium ions may include a polymer, e.g., polyacetylene
or polypyrrole, or an oxide, e.g., SnO,. When the first
active material layer 133 is formed using the active ma-
terial described above, any suitable conductive agent or
binder may be further added.

[0029] The first active material layer 133 may be
formed by a general coating method, e.g., a coating meth-
od with adoctor blade, die coating, gravure coating, spray
coating, electrostatic coating, or bar coating. Further, a
coating thickness of the first active material layer 133
may be appropriately selected according to a target thick-
ness. After the coating, a general drying process, e.g.,
hot air drying, infrared (IR) drying, drying under reduced
pressure, or drying by induction heating, may be per-
formed. Further, an inert gas atmosphere, e.g., an argon
gas atmosphere or a nitrogen gas atmosphere, air, or
vacuum may be provided as an atmosphere for the dry-
ing. Further, a thickness of the first active material layer
133 to be formed may be in a range of about 0.1 pum to
about 1,000 um, e.g., in arange of about 0.1 pum to about
300 pm.

[0030] Thesecond conductive pattern 134 andthe sec-
ond active material layer 136 are formed in a substantially
the same manner as the first conductive pattern 131 and
the first active material layer 133, and the following de-
scription will focus on differences.

[0031] The second conductive pattern 134 may be
made of, e.g., aluminum, titanium or an alloy thereof. In
addition, the second conductive pattern 134 may be in
the form of a thin film, a lath, a punched metal, or a net.
In order to implement the flexible battery 100 as a thin
film battery, a thickness of the second conductive pattern
134 may be smaller than, e.g., 20 pm.

[0032] The second active material layer 136 used may
vary according to the kind of battery manufactured, and
embodiments are not limited thereto. For example, in a
case of manufacturing a lithium battery or a lithium ion
battery, any material that is capable of intercalating and
deintercalating lithium ions can be used as the second
active material layer 136, but is not particularly limited.
In detail, the first active material may include a metal
sulfide or an oxide not containing lithium, e.g., TiS,,
MoS,, NbSe,, or V,Os, or a lithium composite oxide rep-
resented by a general formula Li,MO,, where M is one
or more transition metals, and generally 0.05<X<1.10 ac-
cording to the charged or discharged state of the battery.
Here, the transition metal M may be, e.g., Co, Ni, or Mn.
Specific examples of the lithium composite oxide may
include, e.g., LiCO,, LiNiO,, LINYCo4-YO, (0 <Y < 1),
or LiMn,O,4. The lithium composite oxide may generate
a high voltage and has a superior energy density.
[0033] In particular, lithium cobalt oxide or lithium nick-
el oxide may be used as the second active material layer
136 because a high voltage and a high volume density
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can be attained and good cycle life characteristics are
exhibited. The lithium composite oxide can be prepared
by pulverizing and mixing carbonate, acetate, oxide or
hydride of lithium, carbonate, acetate, oxide or hydride
of cobalt, manganese or nickel according to a desired
composition ratio, and sintering the mixture at a temper-
ature in a range of about 600 °C to about 1000 °C in an
oxygen atmosphere. In addition, when an electrode is
formed using the second active material layer 136, any
suitable conductive agent or binder may be further add-
ed.

[0034] The separator 137 may be interposed between
the first active material layer 133 and the second active
material layer 136. As an example, the separator 137
may be formed to completely cover the first active mate-
rial layer 133, e.g., cover all exposed surfaces of the first
active material layer 133 . The separator 137 may in-
clude, butis not particularly limited to, a porous polyolefin
based separator or a ceramic separator. For example,
the polyolefin based separator may have a three-layered
cylindrical pore structure of polypropylene (PP)/polyeth-
ylene (PE)/PP, or a single-layered net pore structure of
PP or PE. In another example, the ceramic separator
may be obtained by coating a ceramic material on a sur-
face of the polyolefin based separator or coating a ce-
ramic material on a surface of a non-woven fabric. The
ceramic material may be, e.g., aluminum oxide.

[0035] In addition, a polymer electrolyte layer may be
used as the separator 137. In this case, the polymer elec-
trolyte layer may completely surround only the first active
material layer 133. The polymer electrolyte layer may
include, but is not particularly limited to, a polymer solid
electrolyte having a film separating characteristic, or a
gel electrolyte having a plasticizer added thereto.
[0036] When the separator 137 does not include the
polymer electrolyte layer, a separate electrolyte may be
used, e.g., a lithium salt dissolved in an aprotonic solvent
or a mixed solvent having two or more kinds of these
solvents. Examples of the lithium salt may include LiPFg,
LiBF,, LiSbFg, LiAsFg, LiClOy, LiCF3S03,
Li(CF3SO,),N, LiC4FgSO3, LiSbFg, LiAIO,, LIAICI,,
LiN(Cx F2X+1SOZ)(CyF2y+1802) where, x and y are nat-
ural numbers, LiCl, Lil, or a mixture thereof. Examples of
the aprotonic solvent may include propylene carbonate,
ethylene carbonate, butylene carbonate, benzonitrile,
acetonitrile, tetrahydrofuran, 2-methyl tetrahydrofuran, y-
butyrolactone, dioxolane, 4-methyl dioxolane, N,N-
dimethylformamide, dimethylacetamide, dimethylsulfox-
ide, dioxane, 1,2-dimethoxyethane, sulforane, dichlo-
roethane, chlorobenzene, nitrobenzene, dimethyl car-
bonate, methylether carbonate, diethyl carbonate, meth-
ylpropyl carbonate, methylisopropyl carbonate, ethylpro-
pylcarbonate, dipropyl carbonate, diisopropyl carbonate,
dibutyl carbonate, diethylene glycol, dimethylether, or a
mixture thereof.

[0037] Meanwhile, the first conductive pattern 131 of
the first unit cell 130 and the second conductive pattern
134 of the second unit cell 140, which are adjacent to
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each other, may be directly or indirectly electrically con-
nected to each other. Thatis to say, the first unit cell 130
and the second unit cell 140 may be electrically connect-
ed to each other in series and/or in parallel. For example,
the first conductive pattern 131 of the first unit cell 130
formed on the first substrate 110 and the second con-
ductive pattern 134 of the second unit cell 140 formed
on the second substrate 120 may be ultrasonically weld-
ed to each other. Here, since one end of the first conduc-
tive pattern 131 and one end of the second conductive
pattern 134 are compressed with respect to each other,
dimples 111 and 121 having a predetermined depth may
be formed on the first substrate 110 and the second sub-
strate 120 (FIG. 1B).

[0038] Indetail, inorder to facilitate the ultrasonic weld-
ing, a first protrusion 132 is formed at a first end of the
first conductive pattern 131, and a second protrusion 135
is formed at a first end of the second conductive pattern
134. That is, as illustrated in FIG. 1A, the first protrusion
132 is formed only at the first end of the first conductive
pattern 131, e.g., so a second end of the first conductive
pattern 131 is flat without protrusions, and the second
protrusion 135is formed only at the firstend of the second
conductive pattern 134 that face the first end of the first
conductive pattern 131, e.g., so a second end of the sec-
ond conductive pattern 134 is flat without protrusions.
The first protrusion 132 and the second protrusion 135
may protrude toward each other, and may overlap each
other. When the first conductive pattern 131 and the sec-
ond conductive pattern 134 are compressed with respect
to each other, the first and second protrusions 132 and
135 contact each other to be electrically connected to
each other. The dimples 111 and 121 are formed in the
first substrate 110 and the second substrate 120, respec-
tively, in regions overlapping the connected first and sec-
ond protrusions 132 and 135.

[0039] For example, in order to facilitate the ultrasonic
welding, when the first conductive pattern 131 is made
of copper and the second conductive pattern 134 is made
of aluminum, for example, aluminum is plated on the first
conductive pattern 131 or copper is plated on the second
conductive pattern 134, followed by being ultrasonically
welded to each other. However, embodiments are not
limited to the above, e.g., laser welding or resistance
welding may also be applied to the embodiments. During
laser welding or resistance welding, predetermined re-
gions of the first and second substrates 110 and 120
corresponding to welding regions may be removed.
[0040] Further, separate drawing tabs, leads and/or
wires may be electrically connected to the first conductive
pattern 131 and the second conductive pattern 134
formed on the outermost sides of the first substrate 110
and the second substrate 120 to be used as terminals,
which may be connected to an external electronic device
and/or a charger.

[0041] The sealingmembers 151 may be formed along
peripheries between the first substrate 110 and the sec-
ond substrate 120, and the first unit cell 130 and the sec-
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ond unit cell 140 are protected from external environ-
ments by the sealing members 151. For example, as il-
lustrated in FIG. 1C, one sealing member 151 may be
formed on each of the first and second substrates 110
and 120 along a respective periphery, so the respective
sealing members 151 may contact each other and com-
bine into a combined sealant between facing first and
second substrates 110 and 120. For example, as further
illustrated in FIG. 1C, each sealing member 151 on a
respective first or second substrates 110 and 120 may
extend continuously along an entire perimeter of the re-
spective first or second substrates 110 and 120 to define
a closed-shaped frame.

[0042] Whenaliquid electrolyte exists with the firstand
second substrates 110 and 120, it may not leak out
through the sealing members 151. The sealing members
151 may be, for example, a hot melt adhesive, e.g., a
polyolefin resin, but embodiments are not limited thereto.
[0043] For example, as illustrated in FIG. 1C, the first
substrate 110 may have a roughly rectangular shape,
and the first conductive pattern 131, the first active ma-
terial layer 133, and the separator 137, which are inte-
grally formed as a single body, may be horizontally
spaced apart from one another on the first substrate 110.
The spaced-apart units may all be positioned at an inte-
rior portion defined by the roughly rectangular sealing
members 151.

[0044] Similarly, the second substrate 120 may also
has a roughly rectangular shape, and the second con-
ductive pattern 134 and the second active material layer
136, which are integrally formed as a single body, may
be horizontally spaced apart from one another on the
second substrate 120. The spaced-apart units may all
be positioned at an interior portion defined by the roughly
rectangular sealing members 151.

[0045] Asdescribedabove, ifthe sealingmembers 151
are adhered to each other while the first substrate 110
and the second substrate 120 are disposed to face each
other, the first and second substrates 110 and 120 are
integrally formed. That s to say, the first and second unit
cells 130 and 140 are completed at an interior portion
defined by the first and second substrates 110 and 120.
[0046] In addition, as the first conductive pattern 131
ofthe firstunit cell 130 and the second conductive pattern
134 of the second unit cell 140 are ultrasonically welded
to each other, the first and second unit cells 130 and 140
are electrically connected to each other. Here, regions
where the first conductive pattern 131 of the first unit cell
130 and the second conductive pattern 134 of the second
unit cell 140 are electrically connected to each other via
respective protrusions are defined as electrical connec-
tor parts 138. In other words, the first conductive pattern
131 of the first unit cell 130 includes the first protrusion
132 at its first end, and the second conductive pattern
134 of the second unit cell 140 includes the second pro-
trusion 135 at its first end. The first ends of the first and
second conductive patterns 131 and 134 are entirely
electrically connected to each other, while forming the
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electrical connector parts 138.

[0047] The first unit cell 130 and the second unit cell
140 do not share an electrolyte but independently have
electrolytes. That is, since the first unit cell 130 includes
the sealing members 151 on two or three sides and the
electrical connector parts 138 on one or two sides, the
first unit cell 130 does not share the electrolyte with the
second unit cell 140 adjacent thereto, thereby preventing
a probability of current leakage from occurring. For ex-
ample, as illustrated in FIGS. 1B-1C, a leftmost first unit
cell 130 includes the sealing member 151 on three sides
and the electrical connector parts 138 on one side to
define aframe, e.g., completely, surrounding the leftmost
first unit cell 130, so the electrolyte surrounding the first
unit cell 130 is maintained within the frame surrounding
the leftmost first unit cell 130 without penetrating, e.g.,
leaking, toward the second unit cell 140 adjacent thereto.
[0048] Further, according to embodiments of the in-
vention, the first active material layer 133, the separator
137, and the second active material layer 136 are mostly
surrounded by the first conductive pattern 131 and the
second conductive pattern 134. As such, external mois-
ture may not penetrate into the first and second unit cells
130 and 140 through the first and second substrates 110
and 120.

[0049] Asdescribed above, embodiments of the inven-
tion provide a cell-module integrated flexible battery 100
in which the first unit cell 130 and the second unit cell
140 are connected in series to each other by 12V or 48V
according to the application adopted. In addition, the first
unit cell 130 and the second unit cell 140 are perfectly
sealed from external environments by the sealing mem-
bers 151 and the electrical connector parts 138. In addi-
tion, according to embodiments ofthe invention, separate
bus bars are not required, unlike in the conventional bat-
tery in which bus bars are provided outside the battery.
Embodiments of the invention provide the flexible battery
100 with unit cells electrically connected to each other
therein, where the flexible battery 100 may be bent or
wound like rolled paper when necessary.

[0050] FIG. 2A is a cross-sectional view illustrating a
flexible battery 200 according to another embodiment of
the invention. FIG. 2B is a plan view illustrating first and
second substrates (110 and 120) of the flexible battery
200 illustrated in FIG. 2A. The flexible battery 200 is sub-
stantially the same as the flexible battery 100, with the
exception of additionally including sealing members
252a and 252b.

[0051] Asillustratedin FIGS. 2A and 2B, in the flexible
battery 200, the sealing members 151 are formed along
peripheries between the first and second substrates 110
and 120. In addition, the sealing members 252a and 252b
may further be formed in boundary regions between the
first unit cell 130 and the second unit cell 140. For exam-
ple, the sealing members 252a and 252b may be formed
on opposite sides of regions where the first conductive
pattern 131 of the first unit cell 130 and the second con-
ductive pattern 134 of the second unit cell 140 are con-
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nected to each other, e.g., on opposite sides of each
electrical connector part 138. Here, the sealing members
252a and 252b are connected to the roughly rectangular
sealing members 151 along the peripheries of the first
and second substrates 110 and 120. In addition, since
the sealing members 252a and 252b come into contact
with the separator 137, voids generated in the first unit
cell 130 and the second unit cell 140 may be substantially
minimized.

[0052] Therefore, in the flexible battery 200 according
to this embodiment, electrolyte isolation between the first
unit cell 130 and the second unit cell 140 may be im-
proved. In addition, the sealing members 252a and 252b
surround the electrical connector parts 138, while the first
substrate 110 and the second substrate 120 are connect-
ed to each other, thereby further improving mechanical
strength of the flexible battery 200.

[0053] FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a
flexible battery 300 according to still another embodiment
of the invention. The flexible battery 300 is substantially
the same as the flexible battery 100, with the exception
of including conductive adhesive layer 339.

[0054] As illustrated in FIG. 3, in the flexible battery
300, the first conductive pattern 131 of the first unit cell
130 and the second conductive pattern 134 of the second
unit cell 140 may be electrically connected to each other
via the separate conductive adhesive layer 339. The con-
ductive adhesive layer 339 may be at least one of an
isotropic conductive adhesive (ICA) including a polymer
base material and conductive filler particles, an aniso-
tropic conductive paste (ACA) including a thermally cur-
able polymer base material and conductivefiller particles,
an anisotropic conductive film having a release film at-
tached thereto, and equivalents thereof, but embodi-
ments are not limited thereto. When the conductive ad-
hesive layer 339 is wound on a reel in the form of a film,
the release film may allow the conductive adhesive layer
339 to be easily handled so as not to be adhered to the
reel.

[0055] The conductive adhesive layer 339, e.g., ICA
or ACA, may be locally coated on the first conductive
pattern 131 of the first unit cell 130 and/or the second
conductive pattern 134 ofthe second unitcell 140 through
stencil printing, followed by curing the same through a
reflow process or a thermal compression process, there-
by electrically connecting the first conductive pattern 131
ofthe firstunit cell 130 and the second conductive pattern
134 of the second unit cell 140 to each other. The con-
ductive adhesive layer 339 may facilitate an electrical
connection between the first conductive pattern 131 of
the first unit cell 130 and the second conductive pattern
134 of the second unit cell 140. In addition, even if the
first active material layer 133 and/or the second active
material layer 136 are formed relatively thickly, the elec-
trical connection between the firstand second conductive
patterns 131 and 134 may be facilitated.

[0056] The conductive adhesive layer 339 may be
formed on the entire surface of the first side of the first
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conductive pattern 131 of the first unit cell 130 and on
the entire surface of the second side of the second con-
ductive pattern 134 of the second unit cell 140, so that
the first side and the second side are entirely electrically
connected to each other. Here, the sealing members 151
may be formed along the peripheries of the first substrate
110 and the second substrate 120.

[0057] Therefore, the first unit cell 130 and the second
unit cell 140 may not share an electrolyte, as the con-
ductive adhesive layer 339 and the sealing members 151
separate therebetween. As such, electrolyte leakage
may be prevented or substantially minimized.

[0058] FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a
flexible battery 400 according to still another embodiment
of the invention. The flexible battery 400 is substantially
the same as the flexible battery 300, with the exception
of additionally including a sealing member.

[0059] Asillustrated in FIG. 4, the flexible battery 400
according to this embodiment may further include a seal-
ing member 452a formed on at least one side of the con-
ductive adhesive layer 339. That is, the sealing member
452a is formed on at least one side of the conductive
adhesive layer 339 and has a top end adhered to the first
substrate 110 and a bottom end adhered to the second
conductive pattern 134. Therefore, the flexible battery
400 according to thisembodiment may ensure electrolyte
isolation between the first and second unit cells 130 and
140, and may further increase a coupling force between
the first substrate 110 and the second substrate 120.
[0060] FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a
flexible battery 500 according to still another embodiment
of the invention. The flexible battery 500 is substantially
the same as the flexible battery 300, with the exception
of including additional sealing members.

[0061] Asillustrated in FIG. 5, the flexible battery 500
according to this embodiment may further include the
sealing members 552a and 552b formed on opposite
sides of the conductive adhesive layer 339. That is, the
sealing members 552a and 552b are formed on opposite
sides of the conductive adhesive layer 339 and have top
ends adhered to the first conductive pattern 131 and/or
the first substrate 110 and bottom ends adhered to the
second substrate 120 and/or the second conductive pat-
tern 134. Therefore, the flexible battery 500 according to
this embodiment may ensure electrolyte isolation be-
tween the first and second unit cells 130 and 140, and
may further increase a coupling force between the first
substrate 110 and the second substrate 120.

[0062] FIG.6is aplan view illustrating firstand second
substrates (110 and 120) of a flexible battery 600 accord-
ing to still another embodiment of the invention. The fea-
tures of the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6 may also be
applied to other embodiments.

[0063] As illustrated in FIG. 6, in the flexible battery
600, the first conductive pattern 131 of the first unit cell
130 has a first side, and the second conductive pattern
134 of the second unit cell 140 has a second side. Here,
some regions of the first side and the second side may
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be electrically connected in forms of points (e.g., circles,
triangles, rectangles, or the like). That is, the first con-
ductive pattern 131 and the second conductive pattern
134 may be directly electrically connected to each other
in forms of points, e.g., via a plurality of discontinuous
portions, so the electrically connected parts may be de-
fined as the electrical connector parts 138, or may be
indirectly electrically connected to each other via a con-
ductive adhesive layer 639. Perimeters of the electrical
connector parts 138 and/orthe conductive adhesive layer
639 are surrounded by sealing members 652a and 652b,
and the first unit cell 130 and the second unit cell 140 are
physically separated from each other by the sealing
members 652a and 652b.

[0064] As described above, since the first unit cell 130
and the second unit cell 140 are electrically connected
to each other by the electrical connector parts 138 and/or
the conductive adhesive layer 639 in forms of points, the
electrical connector parts 138 and/or the conductive ad-
hesive layer 639 may function as fuses. That is, when
the first unit cell 130 and/or the second unit cell 140 are
over-charged or over-discharged, the electrical connec-
tor parts 138 and/or the conductive adhesive layer 639
having relatively small sectional areas may be easily bro-
ken by charge current or discharge current. Therefore,
the flexible battery 600 is superior in view of safety and
reliability. Further, in order to improve fuse performance,
the electrical connector parts 138 and/or the conductive
adhesive layer 639 may be made of solder with or without
lead (Pb).

[0065] FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a
flexible battery 700 according to still another embodiment
of the invention.

[0066] As illustrated in FIG. 7, the flexible battery 700
may include a first substrate 710, a second substrate
720, and a first unit cell 730 and a second unit cell 740
formed between the first substrate 710 and the second
substrate 720 to be spaced apart from each other. Here,
the first unit cell 730 and the second unit cell 740 share
afirstconductive pattern 731 formed on the first substrate
710. That is, a first active material layer 733 of the first
unit cell 730 is formed on the first conductive pattern 731,
and a second active material layer 736a of the second
unit cell 740 is formed on the first conductive pattern 731
to be spaced apart from the first active material layer 733.
Here, the first active material layer 733 may be surround-
ed by a separator 737.

[0067] In addition, a second conductive pattern 734
and a third conductive pattern 735 spaced apart from
each other so as to correspond to the first conductive
pattern 731 are formed on the second substrate 720. A
second active material layer 736 is formed on the second
conductive pattern 734, and the second active material
layer 736 overlaps the separator 737 and the first active
material layer 733, thereby completing the first unit cell
730. In addition, a first active material layer 733a is
formed on the third conductive pattern 735 and overlaps
the second active material layer 736a, and the first active
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material layer 733ais covered by a separator 737a, there-
by completing the second unit cell 740.

[0068] That is, the first unit cell 730 includes the first
conductive pattern 731, the first active material layer 733,
the separator 737, the second active material layer 736,
and the second conductive pattern 734. The second unit
cell 740 includes the first conductive pattern 731, the sec-
ond active material layer 736a, the separator 737a, the
first active material layer 733a, and the third conductive
pattern 735.

[0069] Additionally, the first unit cell 730 and the sec-
ond unitcell 740 are physically separated from each other
by the sealing member 751, so that the first unit cell 730
and the second unit cell 740 may not share an electrolyte
by the sealing member 751. In addition, the sealing mem-
ber 751 is also formed on peripheries of the first substrate
710 and the second substrate 720, so that the electrolyte
may not leak out. As described above, according to em-
bodiments, the first conductive pattern 731 is shared by
the first unit cell 730 and the second unit cell 740, thereby
obviating a need for a separate ultrasonic welding proc-
ess or a separate conductive adhesive layer.

[0070] FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a
flexible battery 800 according to still another embodiment
of the invention.

[0071] Asillustrated in FIG. 8, the flexible battery 800
is configured such that a second conductive pattern 834
of a first unit cell 830 is bent along a sealing member
851, and then electrically connected to a first conductive
pattern 831 of a second unit cell 840. Here, the bent re-
gion of the second conductive pattern 834 may be defined
as a bent portion 834a. Therefore, since the first unit cell
830 and the second unit cell 840 are physically separated
from each other by the bent portion 834a of the second
conductive pattern 834 and a sealing member 851, an
electrolyte may not be shared by the first unit cell 830
and the second unit cell 840, thereby preventing current
from leaking out.

[0072] FIG. 9 is a cross-sectional view illustrating a
flexible battery 900 according to still another embodiment
of the invention.

[0073] Asillustrated in FIG. 9, the flexible battery 900
according to this embodiment may include a first sub-
strate 910 on which a first conductive pattern 931 and a
second conductive pattern 932 spaced apart from each
other are formed, and a second substrate 920 on which
no conductive pattern is formed. Further, a first active
material layer 933 is formed on the first conductive pat-
tern 931 and a second active material layer 936 is formed
on the second conductive pattern 932 spaced apart from
thefirstconductive pattern 931. In addition, the first active
material layer 933 and the second active material layer
936 are covered by a separator 937. Further, the first
active material layer 933 and the second active material
layer 936, which are horizontally arranged, are sealed
by a sealing member 951, thereby completing a first unit
cell 930. Here, the first active material layer 933 is further
formed on the second conductive pattern 932 extending
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via asealing member 951, and the second active material
layer 936 is formed on the first conductive pattern 931
spaced apart from the second conductive pattern 932,
thereby completing a second unit cell 940.

[0074] Asdescribedabove, accordingto embodiments
of the invention, a plurality of first conductive patterns
931 and a plurality of second conductive patterns 934
are formed only on the first substrate 910, and no con-
ductive pattern may be formed on the second substrate
920. Therefore, the embodiment provides the flexible bat-
tery 900 in the form of a thinner film.

[0075] FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional view illustrating an
example of a substrate which can be used for flexible
batteries (100-900) according to embodiments of the in-
vention.

[0076] As illustrated in FIG. 10, in the flexible batteries
(100-900) according to embodiments of the invention,
the first substrate 110 and/or the second substrate 120
may include a metal thin film 101, and a first insulation
layer 102 and a second insulation layer 103 formed on
top and bottom surfaces of the metal thin film 101, re-
spectively. The metal thin film 101 may be made of, e.g.,
aluminum, an aluminum alloy, nickel, a nickel alloy, cop-
per, acopper alloy, iron, or an iron alloy, butembodiments
of the invention are not limited thereto. In addition, the
first and second insulation layers 102 and 103 may be
made of atleast one of poly carbonate (PC), polyethylene
terephthalate (PET), polyethylene naphthalate (PEN),
polyethersulfone (PES), polyetherimide (PEI), PAR, po-
ly(phenylene sulfide (PPS), liquid-crystal polymer (LCP),
polyether ether ketone (PEEK), polytetrafluoroethylene
(PTFE), polyimide (PI) and equivalents thereof. Howev-
er, embodiments are not limited thereto, e.g., the first
substrate 110 and/or the second substrate 120 may in-
clude only an insulation layer without a metal thin film.
[0077] As described above, since the first and second
substrates 110 and 120 include the metal thin film 101
and the first and second insulation layers 102 and 103,
it is possible to more efficiently prevent moisture from
penetrating into an internal space defined by the first and
second substrates 110 and 120. In addition, the flexible
batteries 100 to 900 having further enhanced mechanical
strength against external impacts can be provided.
[0078] Bywayof summation andreview, embodiments
of the invention provide a flexible battery which is formed
in a thin film type and can be easily bent. That is, as
described above, a flexible battery according to an em-
bodiment of the invention is formed as a thin film by ar-
ranging afirst unit celland a second unit cell, each formed
as a thin film between a first substrate and a second
substrate, in a lengthwise direction or in a horizontal di-
rection, and electrically connecting the first unit cell and
the second unit cell in an internal space formed by the
first substrate and the second substrate.

[0079] In addition, the flexible battery may obviate a
need of abus bar or a connecting bar separately provided
outside the battery by electrically connecting, e.g., direct-
ly or indirectly, the first unit cell and the second unit cell
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at an interior portion defined by the first substrate and
the second substrate. Further, the flexible battery may
prevent the first and second unit cells from sharing an
electrolyte or may prevent an electrolyte from leaking out
by allowing conductive patterns formed on surfaces of
the first substrate and the second substrate to prevent
moisture from penetrating into the battery and by allowing
electrical connector parts electrically connecting the first
unit cell and the second unit cell to physically separate
the first unit cell and the second unit cell from each other.
Additionally, a flexible battery according to embodiments
of the invention may prevent an electrolyte from being
shared by the first and second unit cells and can improve
mechanical robustness by further providing sealing
members between the first unit cell and the second unit
cell in the first substrate and the second substrate.
[0080] Example embodiments of the invention have
been disclosed herein, and although specific terms are
employed, they are used and are to be interpreted in a
generic and descriptive sense only and not for purpose
of limitation. In some instances, as would be apparent to
one of ordinary skill in the art as of the filing of the present
application, features, characteristics, and/or elements
described in connection with a particular embodiment
may be used singly or in combination with features, char-
acteristics, and/or elements described in connection with
other embodiments unless otherwise specifically indicat-
ed. Accordingly, it will be understood by those of skill in
the art that various changes in form and details may be
made without departing from the scope of the present
invention as set forth in the following claims.

Claims
1. A flexible battery, comprising:

a first substrate (110);

a second substrate (120); and

afirst unit cell (130) and a second unit cell (140)
arranged between the first substrate and the
second substrate in lengthwise directions of the
first substrate (110) and the second substrate
(120), the first and second unit cells (130, 140)
being electrically connected to each other,

wherein each of the first and second unit cells (130,
140) includes:

a first conductive pattern (131) on the first sub-
strate;

a first active material layer (133) coated on the
first conductive pattern (131);

a second conductive pattern (134) on the sec-
ond substrate;

a second active material layer (136) coated on
the second conductive pattern (134); and

a separator (137) between the first active mate-
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rial layer and the second active material layer,
the first and second active material layers facing
each other; and

wherein the first conductive pattern (131) of the first
unit cell has a first side, the second conductive pat-
tern (134) of the second unit cell has a second side,
and some regions of the first side and the second
side are electrically connected to each other in the
form of points.

2. Aflexible battery as claimed in claim 1, further com-
prising sealing members situated between the first
substrate and the second substrate.

3. A flexible battery as claimed in claim 2, wherein at
least one of the sealing members is located between
the first and second unit cells.

4. Aflexible battery as claimed in any preceding claim,
wherein the first and second unit cells are directly
electrically connected or indirectly electrically con-
nected via a conductive adhesive layer.

5. Aflexible battery as claimed in any preceding claim
4, further comprising electrical connector parts elec-
trically connecting the first conductive pattern of the
first unit cell and the second conductive pattern of
the second unit cell to each other.

6. Aflexible battery as claimed in claim 5, further com-
prising sealing members on exterior sides of electri-
cal connector parts.

7. Aflexible battery as claimed in claim 5 or 6, wherein
each of the electrical connector parts includes a pro-
trusion on the first conductive pattern and on the sec-
ond conductive pattern, the protrusions on the first
and second conductive patterns facing and contact-
ing each other.

8. Aflexible battery as claimedin claim 5, 6 or 7, where-
in each of the electrical connector parts includes a
conductive adhesive layer between the first conduc-
tive pattern and the second conductive pattern.

Patentanspriiche
1. Flexible Batterie, umfassend:

ein erstes Substrat (110);

ein zweites Substrat (120); und

eine erste Elementarzelle (130) und eine zweite
Elementarzelle (140), die zwischen dem ersten
Substrat und dem zweiten Substrat in Langs-
richtungen des ersten Substrats (110) und des
zweiten Substrats (120) angeordnet sind, wobei
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die erste und die zweite Elementarzelle (130,
140) miteinander elektrisch verbunden sind, wo-
rin jede der ersten und der zweiten Elementar-
zelle (130, 140) aufweist:

eine erste leitfahige Struktur (131) auf dem
ersten Substrat;

eine erste Aktivmaterialschicht (133), die
aufder ersten leitfahigen Struktur (131) auf-
getragen ist;

eine zweite leitfahige Struktur (134) aufdem
zweiten Substrat;

eine zweite Aktivmaterialschicht (136), die
auf der zweiten leitfdhigen Struktur (134)
aufgetragen ist; und

einen Separator (137) zwischen der ersten
Aktivmaterialschicht und der zweiten Aktiv-
materialschicht, wobei die erste und die
zweite Aktivmaterialschicht einander ge-
genuberliegen; und

worin die erste leitfahige Struktur (131) der
ersten Elementarzelle eine erste Seite hat,
die zweite leitfahige Struktur (134) der zwei-
ten Elementarzelle eine zweite Seite hat
und einige Bereiche der ersten Seite und
der zweiten Seite miteinander in Form von
Punkten elektrisch verbunden sind.

Flexible Batterie nach Anspruch 1, ferner Dichtungs-
elemente umfassend, die sich zwischen dem ersten
Substrat und dem zweiten Substrat befinden.

Flexible Batterie nach Anspruch 2, worin mindestens
eines der Dichtungselemente zwischen der ersten
und der zweiten Elementarzelle angeordnet ist.

Flexible Batterie nach einem der vorhergehenden
Anspriiche, worin die erste und die zweite Elemen-
tarzelle direkt elektrisch verbunden oder Uber eine
leitfahige Haftschicht indirekt elektrisch verbunden
sind.

Flexible Batterie nach Anspruch 4, ferner elektrische
Verbinderteile umfassend, welche die erste leitfahi-
ge Struktur der ersten Elementarzelle und die zweite
leitfahige Struktur der zweiten Elementarzelle mit-
einander elektrisch verbinden.

Flexible Batterie nach Anspruch 5, ferner Dichtungs-
elemente auf AuRenseiten elektrischer Verbindertei-
le umfassend.

Flexible Batterie nach Anspruch 5 oder 6, worin je-
des der elektrischen Verbinderteile einen Vorsprung
auf der ersten leitfahigen Struktur und auf der zwei-
ten leitfahigen Struktur aufweist, wobei die Vor-
spriinge auf der ersten und der zweiten leitfahigen
Struktur einander gegeniberliegen und berthren.
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Flexible Batterie nach Anspruch 5, 6 oder 7, worin
jedes der elektrischen Verbinderteile eine leitfahige
Haftschicht zwischen der ersten leitfahigen Struktur
und der zweiten leitfahigen Struktur aufweist.

Revendications

1.

Batterie souple, comprenant:

un premier substrat (110) ;

un deuxieme substrat (120) ; et

une premiére cellule unitaire (130) et une
deuxiéme cellule unitaire (140) agencées entre
le premier substrat et le deuxiéme substrat dans
des directions longitudinales du premier subs-
trat (110) et dudit deuxiéme substrat (120), les
premiére et deuxiéme cellules unitaires (130,
140) étant électriquement raccordées l'une a
'autre, dans laquelle chacune parmiles premié-
re et deuxieme cellules unitaires (130, 140)
comprend :

un premier réseau conducteur (131) pré-
sent sur le premier substrat ;

une premiere couche de matériau actif
(133) recouvrant le premier réseau conduc-
teur (131) ;

un deuxiéme réseau conducteur (134) pré-
sent sur le deuxiéme substrat ;

une deuxiéme couche de matériau actif
(136) recouvrant le deuxiéme réseau con-
ducteur (134) ; et

un séparateur (137) situé entre la premiére
couche de matériau actif et la deuxieme
couche de matériau actif, les premiere et
deuxiéme couches de matériau actif se fai-
sant face I'une l'autre ; et

dans laquelle le premier réseau conducteur
(131) de la premiére cellule unitaire présen-
te un premier c6té, le deuxieéme réseau con-
ducteur (134) de la deuxieme cellule unitai-
re présente un deuxiéme c6té, et certaines
régions du premier c6té et du deuxiéme cb6-
té sont électriquement raccordées les unes
aux autres sous la forme de points.

Batterie souple selonlarevendication 1, comprenant
en outre des éléments de fermeture étanche situés
entre le premier substrat et le deuxiéme substrat.

Batterie souple selonlarevendication 2, danslaquel-
le au moins un des éléments de fermeture étanche
est situé entre les premiére et deuxiéme cellules uni-
taires.

Batterie souple selon 'une quelconque des reven-
dications précédentes, dans laquelle les premiére et
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deuxiéme cellules unitaires sont raccordées électri-
quement de maniére directe ou raccordées électri-
quement de maniére indirecte via une couche adhé-
sive conductrice.

Batterie souple selon larevendication 4, comprenant
en outre des piéces formant connecteur électrique
raccordant électriquement I'un a l'autre le premier
réseau conducteur de la premiére cellule unitaire et
le deuxiéme réseau conducteur de la deuxieme cel-
lule unitaire.

Batterie souple selon larevendication 5, comprenant
en outre des éléments de fermeture étanche pré-
sents sur des cOtés extérieurs de pieces formant
connecteur électrique.

Batterie souple selon la revendication 5 ou 6, dans
laquelle chacune des piéces formant connecteur
électrique comprend une saillie présente sur le pre-
mier réseau conducteur et sur le deuxiéme réseau
conducteur, lesdites saillies présentes sur les pre-
mier et deuxiéme réseaux conducteurs se faisant
face I'une l'autre et venant en contact 'une avec
'autre.

Batterie souple selon I'une quelconque des reven-
dications 5,6 ou 7, dans laquelle chacune des pieces
formant connecteur électrique comprend une cou-
che adhésive conductrice entre le premier réseau
conducteur et le deuxiéme réseau conducteur.
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