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(57) ABSTRACT

A slide mechanism of the present invention is provided
between a first casing section and a second casing section
arranged so that one surfaces thereof face each other, and is
capable of, with respect to the first casing section, relatively
moving the second casing section, on the one surface of the
first casing section, from a basic position. The slide mecha-
nism includes: a first slit which extends along a predeter-
mined linear movement direction on the one surface of the
first casing section; a second slit which extends in parallel
with the first slit on the one surface of the first casing section;
a third slit which extends on the one surface of the second
casing section so as to correspond to the first slit; a fourth slit
which extends on the one surface of the second casing section
so as to correspond to the second slit; a first support shaft
which is inserted in the first slit and the third slit, is rotatable
about its axis with respect to at least either one of the first slit
and the third slit, and is movable along the first slit and the
third slit; and a second support shaft which is inserted in the
second slit and the fourth slit, is rotatable about its axis with
respect to at least either one of the second slit and the fourth
slit, and is movable along the second slit and the fourth slit.

13 Claims, 98 Drawing Sheets
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1
SLIDE MECHANISM AND PORTABLE
COMMUNICATION TERMINAL PROVIDED
WITH SAME, AND SLIDE MOVEMENT
METHOD

The present application is the National Phase of PCT/
JP2009/004272, filed Aug. 31, 2009, which claims priority on
Japanese Patent Application No. 2008-222680, filed Aug. 29,
2008, and Japanese Patent Application No. 2009-068724,
filed Mar. 19, 2009, the contents of which are incorporated
herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a slide mechanism which
connects two casings while allowing them to move relative to
each other, and a portable communication terminal provided
therewith, and a slide movement method.

BACKGROUND ART

Heretofore, multi-functionality has been achieved in por-
table communication terminals which perform transmission/
reception of various types of data by means of wireless trans-
mission/reception. A portable communication terminal is
capable of performing, in addition to telephone transmission/
reception and email transmission/reception, video telephon-
ing, reception of television broadcasting, and referencing a
website. In order to perform superior display of received
image and text data, it is preferable that this type of a multi-
functional portable communication terminal is provided with
a display screen section having a larger screen.

However, if the display screen section and operation sec-
tion are made large, the entire device becomes larger in the
meantime, and this is not preferable in terms of maintaining
superior portability as a portable communication terminal.

For this reason, heretofore, there have been proposed slide
type and rotation type portable communication terminals in
order to achieve an increase in the size of the display screen
section and operation section while minimizing the size of the
entire device. A slide type portable communication terminal
is configured such that an operation section and a display
screen section are separately provided on a pair of casings,
and these respective casings are attached in a slide mecha-
nism so as to be able to slide on each other. A rotation type
portable communication terminal is configured such that
respective casings are attached so that they can be operated to
rotate mutually.

Some of' the above types of multi-functional portable com-
munication terminals have functions for viewing television
broadcasting and referencing a website, for which a land-
scape-oriented screen is originally intended. In these types of
portable communication terminals, there is a strong demand
for the display screen section to be a landscape-oriented
screen when seen from a user, as with that of a television
receiver or a personal computer. Moreover, in this type of
case, the operation section positioned on the lower side of the
center part of the display screen section when seen from the
user, yields the highest level of usability for the user.

For this reason, there has heretofore been proposed a por-
table communication terminal in which first and second cas-
ing sections are mutually rotated by 90° from the initial state,
and then the first and second casing sections are mutually slid,
so that it can be operated in a state where the display screen
section is a landscape-oriented screen when seen from the
user and the operation section is positioned on the lower side
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of'the center part of the display screen section when seen from
the user (for example, refer to Patent Document 1).

The type of portable communication terminal described
above, in which the display screen section is a landscape-
oriented screen when seen from the user, and the operation
section is positioned on the lower side of the center part of this
display screen section, is required to allow selection of
mainly the two following functions so that specifically the
level of convenience in terminal operation will not be com-
promised. The first function is a conventional function for
operating the terminal from a closed state, which is the initial
state, to an open state, which is the state of normal use, where
the display screen section is portrait-oriented when seen from
the user. The second function is a function for operating the
terminal from the closed state to an open state where the
display screen section is a landscape-oriented screen when
seen from the user, and the operation section is positioned on
the lower side of the center part of the display screen section.
These functions reduce an amount of time required for shift-
ing to the open state which is suitable for a function required
by the user.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT
Patent Document

[Patent Document 1] Japanese Unexamined Patent Applica-
tion, First Publication No. 2005-109971

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problem to be Solved by the Invention

However, according to the above slide mechanism,
although the pair of casing sections can be relatively moved
from the basic position to the position of a certain usage state,
the casing sections cannot be brought to different use states.
That is to say, in a case where this type of slide mechanism is
applied to a portable communication terminal as described
above for example, it is necessary, depending on the mecha-
nism, to choose either use in which with respect to one of the
casings having an operation section, the other casing having a
display screen section is relatively moved without changing
the orientation thereof, or use in which it is relatively rotated
by 90 degrees to a landscape orientation. For this reason,
despite the strong demand in recent years for multi-function-
ality in portable communication terminals, the level of oper-
ability suitable for respective functions has not been obtained.
Moreover, in the above slide mechanism, in order to shift
from a state where the one casing and the other casing are
overlapped on each other, to a substantially T-shaped state as
being in a specific usage state, it is necessary to perform a
slide-rotation and then a linear movement. Consequently, a
plurality of operations need to be performed when switching
the usage state.

The present invention takes into consideration the above
circumstances The present invention provides a slide mecha-
nism, a portable communication terminal, and a slide move-
ment method which can, with only a single operation, rela-
tively slide-moving casing sections respectively from a
position serving as a basic position to positions of different
usage states.

Means for Solving the Problem

In order to solve the above problems, the present invention
proposes following measures.
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A slide mechanism is provided between a first casing sec-
tion and a second casing section arranged so that one surfaces
thereof face each other, and is capable of, with respect to the
first casing section, relatively moving the second casing sec-
tion, on the one surface of the first casing section, from abasic
position, and the slide mechanism includes: a first slit which
extends along a predetermined linear movement direction on
the one surface of the first casing section; a second slit which
extends in parallel with the first slit on the one surface of the
first casing section; a third slit which extends on the one
surface of the second casing section so as to correspond to the
first slit; a fourth slit which extends on the one surface of the
second casing section so as to correspond to the second slit: a
first support shaft which is inserted in the first slit and the third
slit, is rotatable about its axis with respect to at least either one
of'the first slit and the third slit, and is movable along the first
slit and the third slit; and a second support shaft which is
inserted in the second slit and the fourth slit, is rotatable about
its axis with respect to at least either one of the second slit and
the fourth slit, and is movable along the second slit and the
fourth slit.

Moreover, a slide move method of the present invention is
such that: a second casing section, which is arranged with
respect to a first casing section so that one surface thereof
faces each other, can be relatively moved on the one surface of
the first casing section from a basic position, and which can be
relatively moved from the basic position in a predetermined
linear movement direction; and further, at the basic position,
the second casing section can be relatively rotated to one
direction side of a rotational direction about a first support
shaft serving as a predetermined rotational center on the one
surface of the first casing section, and it can be relatively
rotated about a second support shaft, which is in a position
different from the first support shaft, to an other direction
side, which is an opposite side of the one direction side of the
rotational direction.

Effect of the Invention

The slide mechanism of the present invention includes the
first slit, the second slit, the third slit, and the fourth slit, as
well as the first support shaft and the second support shaft
inserted therethrough. Therefore, according to the slide
mechanism of the present invention, it is possible, with only
asingle operation, to relatively slide-move the casing sections
respectively from a position serving as the basic position to
positions of different usage states, namely, a usage position,
to which it has been relatively moved along the movement
direction, and a usage position, to which it has been relatively
rotated.

Furthermore, according to the slide movement method of
the present invention, it is possible, with only a single opera-
tion, to relatively slide-move the casing sections respectively
from a position serving as the basic position to positions of
different usage states, namely, a usage position, to which it
has been relatively moved along the movement direction, and
a usage position, to which it has been relatively rotated.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an overall view of a portable terminal of a first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in a basic position.

FIG. 2 is an overall view of the portable terminal of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in a third usage position.
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FIG. 3 is an overall view of the portable terminal of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in a first usage position.

FIG. 4 is an overall view of the portable terminal of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of rotating to a second usage position.

FIG. 5 is an overall view of the portable terminal of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the second usage position.

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view taken along the section line
A-A inFIG. 1.

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken along the section line
B-B in FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a slide mechanism of the
first exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state
of being in the basic position.

FIG. 9 is an exploded perspective view of the slide mecha-
nism of the first exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 10 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the basic position.

FIG. 11 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the basic position.

FIG. 12 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the first usage position.

FIG. 13 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the first usage position.

FIG. 14 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of rotating in one direction side of a
rotational direction.

FIG. 15 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of rotating in the one direction side of the
rotational direction.

FIG. 16 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
having been rotated in the one direction side of the rotational
direction and being in the second usage position.

FIG. 17 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
having been rotated in the one direction side of the rotational
direction and being in the second usage position.

FIG. 18 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of rotating in the other direction side of
the rotational direction.

FIG. 19 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of rotating in the other direction side of
the rotational direction.

FIG. 20 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
having been rotated in the other direction side of the rotational
direction and being in the second usage position.

FIG. 21 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the first
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
having been rotated in the other direction side of the rotational
direction and being in the second usage position.

FIG. 22 is an explanatory diagram for describing the state
of'the portable terminal of the first exemplary embodiment of
the present invention in each usage position.
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FIG. 23 is a cross-sectional view taken along the section
line C-C in FIG. 22.

FIG. 24 is a cross-sectional view taken along the section
line D-D in FIG. 22.

FIG. 25 is a perspective view of a slide mechanism of a
second exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of being in the basic position.

FIG. 26 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the
second exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of being in the basic position.

FIG. 27 is an exploded perspective view of the slide mecha-
nism of the second exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 28 is a perspective view of a support shaft main body
of a first support shaft in the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 29 is a perspective view of the support shaft main
body of the first support shaft in the slide mechanism of the
second exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 30 is a perspective view of a support shaft auxiliary
member of the first support shaft in the slide mechanism of the
second exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 31 is a perspective view of the support shaft auxiliary
member of the first support shaft in the slide mechanism of the
second exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 32 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the basic position.

FIG. 33 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the
second exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of being in the basic position.

FIG. 34 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the first usage position.

FIG. 35 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the
second exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of being in the first usage position.

FIG. 36A is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
a first slit and seen from the underside, showing details of the
first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention in a state of being
in the basic position.

FIG. 36B is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
the first slit and seen from the underside, showing details of
the first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of shifting from the basic position to the
first usage position.

FIG. 36C is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
the first slit and seen from the underside, showing details of
the first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the first usage position.

FIG. 37A is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
athird slitand seen from the underside, showing details of the
first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention in a state of being
in the basic position.

FIG. 37B is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
the third slit and seen from the underside, showing details of
the first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of shifting from the basic position to the
first usage position.

FIG. 37C is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
the third slit and seen from the underside, showing details of
the first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second
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exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the first usage position.

FIG. 38 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of rotating in one direction side of the
rotational direction.

FIG. 39 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the
second exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of being in the middle of rotating in the one direction
side of the rotational direction.

FIG. 40 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
having been rotated in the one direction side of the rotational
direction and being in the second usage position.

FIG. 41 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the
second exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of having been rotated in the one direction side of the
rotational direction and being in the second usage position.

FIG. 42A is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
the first slit and seen from the underside, showing details of
the first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the basic position.

FIG. 42B is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
the first slit and seen from the underside, showing details of
the first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of shifting from the basic position to the
second usage position.

FIG. 42C is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
the first slit and seen from the underside, showing details of
the first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the second usage position.

FIG. 43 A is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
athird slit and seen from the underside, showing details ofthe
first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention in a state of being
in the basic position.

FIG. 43B is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
the third slit and seen from the underside, showing details of
the first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of shifting from the basic position to the
second usage position.

FIG. 43C is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
the third slit and seen from the underside, showing details of
the first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the second usage position.

FIG. 44 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of rotating in the other direction side of
the rotational direction.

FIG. 45 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the
second exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of being in the middle of rotating in the other direction
side of the rotational direction.

FIG. 46 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
having been rotated in the other direction side of the rotational
direction and being in a fourth usage position.

FIG. 47 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the
second exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of having been rotated in the other direction side of the
rotational direction and being in the fourth usage position.
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FIG. 48A is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
the first slit and seen from the underside, showing details of
the first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the basic position.

FIG. 48B is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
the first slit and seen from the underside, showing details of
the first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of shifting from the basic position to the
fourth usage position.

FIG. 48C is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
the first slit and seen from the underside, showing details of
the first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the fourth usage position.

FIG. 49A is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
the third slit and seen from the underside, showing details of
the first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the basic position.

FIG. 49B is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
the third slit and seen from the underside, showing details of
the first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of shifting from the basic position to the
fourth usage position.

FIG. 49C is a cross-sectional view taken at the position of
the third slit and seen from the underside, showing details of
the first support shaft of the slide mechanism of the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the fourth usage position.

FIG. 50 is a cross-sectional view of a portable terminal of
a third exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of being in the basic position, taken along the section line
A-Ain FIG. 1.

FIG. 51 is a cross-sectional view of the portable terminal of
the third exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of being in the basic position, taken along the section line
B-Bin FIG. 1.

FIG. 52 is a perspective view of a slide mechanism of the
third exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of being in the basic position.

FIG. 53 is an exploded perspective view of the slide mecha-
nism of'the third exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 54 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the third
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the basic position.

FIG. 55 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the third
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the basic position.

FIG. 56 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the third
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the first usage position.

FIG. 57 is abottom view of the slide mechanism of the third
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the first usage position.

FIG. 58A is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of a second slit member and seen from the underside,
showing details of an auxiliary shaft of the slide mechanism
of'the third exemplary embodiment of the present invention in
a state of being in the basic position.

FIG. 58B is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of the second slit member and seen from the under-
side, showing details of the auxiliary shaft of the slide mecha-
nism of'the third exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
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tion in a state of being in the middle of shifting from the basic
position to the first usage position.

FIG. 58C is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of a second slit member and seen from the underside,
showing details of an auxiliary shaft of the slide mechanism
of'the third exemplary embodiment of the present invention in
a state of being in the first usage position.

FIG. 59 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the third
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of rotating in the one direction side of the
rotational direction.

FIG. 60 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the third
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of rotating in the one direction side of the
rotational direction.

FIG. 61 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the third
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
having been rotated in the one direction side of the rotational
direction and being in the second usage position.

FIG. 62 is abottom view of the slide mechanism of the third
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
having been rotated in the one direction side of the rotational
direction and being in the second usage position.

FIG. 63A is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of the second slit member and seen from the under-
side, showing details of the auxiliary shaft of the slide mecha-
nism of'the third exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion in a state of being in the basic position.

FIG. 63B is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of the second slit member and seen from the under-
side, showing details of the auxiliary shaft of the slide mecha-
nism of'the third exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion in a state of being in the middle of shifting from the basic
position to the second usage position.

FIG. 63C is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of the second slit member and seen from the under-
side, showing details of the auxiliary shaft of the slide mecha-
nism of'the third exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion in a state of being in the second usage position.

FIG. 64 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the third
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of rotating in the other direction side of
the rotational direction.

FIG. 65 is abottom view of the slide mechanism of the third
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of rotating in the other direction side of
the rotational direction.

FIG. 66 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the third
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
having been rotated in the other direction side of the rotational
direction and being in the second usage position.

FIG. 67 is abottom view of the slide mechanism of the third
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
having been rotated in the other direction side of the rotational
direction and being in the second usage position.

FIG. 68A is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of the second slit member and seen from the under-
side, showing details of the auxiliary shaft of the slide mecha-
nism of'the third exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion in a state of being in the basic position.

FIG. 68B is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of the second slit member and seen from the under-
side, showing details of the auxiliary shaft of the slide mecha-
nism of'the third exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion in a state of being in the middle of shifting from the basic
position to the fourth usage position.
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FIG. 68C is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of the second slit member and seen from the under-
side, showing details of the auxiliary shaft of the slide mecha-
nism of'the third exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion in a state of being in the fourth usage position.

FIG. 69 is a cross-sectional view of a portable terminal of
a fourth exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of being in the basic position, taken along the section line
A-Ain FIG. 1.

FIG. 70 is a cross-sectional view of the portable terminal of
the fourth exemplary embodiment of the present invention in
a state of being in the basic position, taken along the section
line B-B in FIG. 1.

FIG. 71A is a perspective view of a slide mechanism of the
fourth exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of being in the basic position.

FIG. 71B is a perspective view of a lock mechanism of the
fourth exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 72A is an exploded perspective view of the slide
mechanism of the fourth exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 72B is an exploded perspective view of the lock
mechanism of the fourth exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 73 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the fourth
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the basic position.

FIG. 74 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the
fourth exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of being in the basic position.

FIG. 75 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the fourth
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the first usage position.

FIG. 76 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the
fourth exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of being in the first usage position.

FIG. 77A is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of the second slit member and seen from the under-
side, showing details of an auxiliary shaft of the slide mecha-
nism of the fourth exemplary embodiment of the present
invention in a state of being in the basic position.

FIG. 77B is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of the second slit member and seen from the under-
side, showing details of the auxiliary shaft of the slide mecha-
nism of the fourth exemplary embodiment of the present
invention in a state of being in the middle of shifting from the
basic position to the first usage position.

FIG. 77C is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of the second slit member and seen from the under-
side, showing details of the auxiliary shaft of the slide mecha-
nism of the fourth exemplary embodiment of the present
invention in a state of being in the first usage position.

FIG. 78A is a perspective view of the lock mechanism of
the fourth exemplary embodiment of the present invention in
a state of being in the basic position.

FIG. 78B is a cross-sectional view of the lock mechanism
shown in FIG. 78A, taken along the axis of a rotation shaft.

FIG. 78C is a perspective view of the lock mechanism of
the fourth exemplary embodiment of the present invention in
a state of being in the first usage position.

FIG. 78D is a cross-sectional view of the lock mechanism
shown in FIG. 78C, taken along the axis of the rotation shaft.

FIG. 79 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the fourth
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of rotating in the one direction side of the
rotational direction.
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FIG. 80 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the
fourth exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of being in the middle of rotating in the one direction
side of the rotational direction.

FIG. 81 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the fourth
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
having been rotated in the one direction side of the rotational
direction and being in the second usage position.

FIG. 82 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the
fourth exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of having been rotated in the one direction side of the
rotational direction and being in the second usage position.

FIG. 83A is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of the second slit member and seen from the under-
side, showing details of the auxiliary shaft of the slide mecha-
nism of the fourth exemplary embodiment of the present
invention in a state of being in the basic position.

FIG. 83B is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of the second slit member and seen from the under-
side, showing details of the auxiliary shaft of the slide mecha-
nism of the fourth exemplary embodiment of the present
invention in a state of being in the middle of shifting from the
basic position to the second usage position.

FIG. 83C is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of the second slit member and seen from the under-
side, showing details of the auxiliary shaft of the slide mecha-
nism of the fourth exemplary embodiment of the present
invention in a state of being in the second usage position.

FIG. 84 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the fourth
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
being in the middle of rotating in the other direction side of
the rotational direction.

FIG. 85 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the
fourth exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of being in the middle of rotating in the other direction
side of the rotational direction.

FIG. 86 is a top view of the slide mechanism of the fourth
exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a state of
having been rotated in the other direction side of the rotational
direction and being in the second usage position.

FIG. 87 is a bottom view of the slide mechanism of the
fourth exemplary embodiment of the present invention in a
state of having been rotated in the other direction side of the
rotational direction and being in the second Usage position.

FIG. 88A is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of the second slit member and seen from the under-
side, showing details of the auxiliary shaft of the slide mecha-
nism of the fourth exemplary embodiment of the present
invention in a state of being in the basic position.

FIG. 88B is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of the second slit member and seen from the under-
side, showing details of the auxiliary shaft of the slide mecha-
nism of the fourth exemplary embodiment of the present
invention in a state of being in the middle of shifting from the
basic position to the fourth usage position.

FIG. 88C is a cross-sectional view taken on the upper
surface of the second slit member and seen from the under-
side, showing details of the auxiliary shaft of the slide mecha-
nism of the fourth exemplary embodiment of the present
invention in a state of being in the middle of shifting from the
basic position to the fourth usage position.

EMBODIMENT FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

First Exemplary Embodiment

A first exemplary embodiment according to the present
invention is described, with reference to FIG. 1 to FIG. 21.
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FIG. 1 to FIG. 7 show a portable terminal including a slide
mechanism of the first exemplary embodiment. As shown in
FIG. 1, FIG. 6, and FIG. 7, a portable terminal 1 of the present
exemplary embodiment includes a first casing section 2, a
second casing section 3, and a slide mechanism 20. The first
casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 are arranged
facing each other. The slide mechanism 20 is provided
between the first casing section 2 and the second casing
section 3, and the second casing section 3 is relatively slide-
moved with respect to the first casing section 2. As shown in
FIG. 1 to FIG. 5, the first casing section 2 is formed in a thin
flat rectangular solid shape, and a rectangular surface thereof
facing the second casing section 3 is a first main surface 4. On
the first main surface 4, in a range on one side in a direction
along a long edge 4a, there are provided a first operation
section 5 having various types of buttons Sa including
numeric keys, and a microphone 6 which receives audio
inputs. In the first casing section 2, as an internal constituent,
there are built-in a substrate, which is connected to the various
types of buttons Sa and the microphone 6 on the first opera-
tion section 5, and a battery serving as a power supply.

As shown in FIG. 1 to FIG. 5, the second casing section 3
in the present exemplary embodiment is formed in a thin flat
rectangular solid shape, which is the same shape as that of the
first casing section 2. A surface of the second casing section 3,
which faces the same direction as the first main surface 4 of
the first casing section 2, that is, a rectangular surface on the
opposite side of a slide surface 7 facing the first main surface
4, is a second main surface 8. On the second main surface 8,
on both ends in a direction along a long edge 8a, there are
respectively provided a second operation section 9 having
various types of buttons 9« such as menu keys, and a speaker
10. Furthermore, on the second main surface 8, in the entire
portion excluding the second operation section 9 and the
speaker 10 of the center in the direction along the long edge
8a, and in the entire portion in the direction along a short edge
8b, there is provided a rectangular display screen section 11
such as liquid crystal display. In the present exemplary
embodiment, the second operation section 9 is secondary
with respect to the first operation section 5. The second opera-
tion section 9 enables minimal operation of the portable ter-
minal 1 when the first casing section 2 and the second casing
section 3 are in a basic position P. Moreover, in the second
casing section 3, as an internal constituent, there are built-in a
substrate, to which the various types of buttons 9a of the
second operation section 9 are connected or the speaker 10 is
connected, and an internal structure of the display screen
section 11. As described later, the internal constituent of the
first casing section 2 and the internal constituent of the second
casing section 3 are electrically connected to each other via a
conductive wire (not shown in the figure) arranged inside the
slide mechanism 20. Through this conductive wire, electric
power is supplied from one casing to the other, or signal
input/output is conducted from one casing to the other.

The slide mechanism 20 is provided between the first main
surface 4 (one surface) of the first casing section 2 and the
slide surface 7 (one surface) of the second casing section 3
which are facing each other. In the present exemplary
embodiment, the portable terminal 1 is such that this slide
mechanism 20 enables the first casing section 2 and the sec-
ond casing section 3 to relatively move from the basic posi-
tion P to a first usage position Q, to a second usage position R,
and to athird usage position Q'. Inthe basic position P, the first
casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 overlap on
each other with no displacement between the first main sur-
face 4 and the slide surface 7 as shown in FIG. 1. In the basic
position P, the direction along the long edges 4a and 8a of the
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first casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 is
referred to as a movement direction S (first movement direc-
tion S). More specifically, the first casing section 2 and the
second casing section 3 are slid in this movement direction S,
and can be set in the third usage position Q', which is an
intermediate position shown in FIG. 2. Moreover, the first
casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 are further
slid in the movement direction S, and can be set in the first
usage position Q to which they have slide-moved as shown in
FIG. 3. Furthermore, from the basic position P, the second
casing section 3 can be slide-rotated, with respect to the first
casing section 2, about a predetermined position serving as a
rotational center, to one direction side T1 of the rotational
direction or to the other direction side T2 (to one direction
side T1 of the rotational direction or to the other direction side
T2) on the first main surface 4. For example, in the case where
the second casing section 3 is rotated to the one direction side
T1 with respect to the first casing section 2, the first casing
section 2 and the second casing section 3 can be set, through
the state shown in FIG. 4, to the second usage position R in
which the directions along the long edges 4a and 8a are
orthogonal to each other and the entirety thereof is of a sub-
stantially T shape as shown in FIG. 5. Also in the case where
the second casing section 3 is rotated to the other direction
side with respect to the first casing section 3, a similar result
is yielded. In this case, the first casing section 2 and the
second casing section 3 can be set in the second usage posi-
tion R in which they are entirely in a substantially T shape, so
that the position of the second operation section 9 is on the
opposite side compared to the state shown in FIG. 5. Here-
under, the one direction side T1 of the rotational direction and
the other direction side T2 refer to the directions in which the
second casing section 3 rotates when the first main surface 4
of'the first casing section 2 is seen from the front side.

In the present exemplary embodiment, as shown in FIG. 3,
the first operation section 5 is provided on the first main
surface 4 of the first casing section 2. On the first operation
section 5, a first area 12 and a second area 13 are arranged in
a direction along the long edge 4a. The first area 12 includes
aplurality of buttons 12a such as numerical keys. The second
area 13 includes a plurality of buttons 13a such as directional
keys for different directions. In the third usage position Q'
shown in FIG. 2, only the first area 12 of the first operation
section 5 is set to be exposed. Further, in the first usage
position Q' shown in FIG. 3, not only the first area 12 but also
the second area 13 is set to be exposed.

Next, details of the slide mechanism 20 are described.

As shown in FIG. 6 to FIG. 9, the slide mechanism 20 of
this exemplary embodiment includes a first slit member 21, a
second slit member 22, a first support shaft 23, a second
support shaft 24, a first engagement member 25, a second
engagement member 26, a first spring member 27, and a
second spring member 28.

As shown in FIG. 6 to FIG. 9, the first slit member 21 is a
substantially rectangular plate-shaped member. The first slit
member 21 is such that on the surface thereof facing the first
main surface 4 of the first casing section 2, there are provided
a plurality of projecting fixation sections 21a. In each of the
fixation sections 21a, there is formed a female thread. The
first slit member 21 is such that the fixation section 21a is
fitted into a concave section 4¢ formed in the first main
surface 4 of the first casing section 2, and a fixing screw,
which is arranged inside the first casing section 2 and is not
shown in the diagram, is screwed thereon, to thereby fix itself
on the first main surface 4 of the first casing section 2. The
second slit member 22 is similar to the first slit member 21.
That is to say, the second slit member 22 is a substantially
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rectangular plate-shaped member. The second slit member 22
is such that on the surface thereof facing the slide surface 7 of
the second casing section 3, there are provided a plurality of
projecting fixation sections 22a. In each of the fixation sec-
tions 22a, there is formed a female thread. The second slit
member 22 is such that the fixation section 22a is fitted into a
concave section 7a formed in the slide surface 7 of the second
casing section 3, and a fixing screw, which is arranged inside
the second casing section 3 and is not shown in the diagram,
is screwed thereon, to thereby fix itself on the slide surface 7
of the second casing section 3.

As shown in FIG. 7 and FIG. 8, in the first slit member 21,
there are formed a first slit 31 and a second slit 32 which
respectively pass therethrough to both sides. The first slit 31
and the second slit 32 respectively pass through to both sides
of'the first slit member 21, and they are parallel to each other.
In the second slit member 22, there are formed a third slit 33
and a fourth slit 34 which respectively pass therethrough to
both sides. The third slit 33 and the fourth slit 34 respectively
pass through to both sides of the second slit member 22, and
they are parallel to each other. The first slit 31 and the third slit
33 correspond to each other, and each has the same width. In
the state where the first casing section 2 and the second casing
section 3 are in the basic position P, the first slit 31 and the
third slit 33 are communicated through slit ends 31a and 335.
Furthermore, the first slit 31 and the third slit 33 respectively
extend from the slit ends 31a¢ and 335 toward mutually oppo-
site ends in the direction along the long edges 4a and 8a of the
first casing section 2 and the second casing section 3, which is
the movement direction S. Similarly, the second slit 32 and
the fourth slit 34 correspond to each other, and each has the
same width. In the state where the first casing section 2 and
the second casing section 3 are in the basic position P, the
second slit 32 and the fourth slit 34 are communicated
through slit ends 324 and 345. Furthermore, the second slit 32
and the fourth slit 34 respectively extend from the slit ends
32a and 345 toward mutually opposite ends in the direction
along the long edges 4a and 8a of the first casing section 2 and
the second casing section 3, which is the movement direction
S. In the present exemplary embodiment, the lengths of the
first slit 31, the second slit 32, the third slit 33, and the fourth
slit 34 are set to an equivalent length. The distance between
the first slit 31 and the second slit in the first slit member 21,
and the distance between the third slit 33 and the fourth slit 34
in the second slit member 22, are set approximately equal to
the length of each slit.

The first support shaft 23 and the second support shaft 24
are joined so as to allow the first slit member 21 and the
second slit member 22 to mutually slide on each other. The
first support shaft 23 has a flange section 23a, a shaft section
23b, and a rotation restriction section 23¢. The flange section
23ahas an outer diameter greater than the width of the first slit
31. The shaft section 235 projects from the flange section 23a,
and has an outer diameter corresponding to the width of the
first slit 31. The rotation restriction section 23c¢ is of an oval
shape and is provided on the tip end of the shaft section 235,
and it is formed such that the minor diameter corresponds to
the width of'the third slit 33 and the major diameter is greater
than the width of the third slit 33. This first support shaft 23 is
inserted into the first slit 31 of the first slit member 21 and the
third slit 33 of the second slit member 22, from the side where
the fixation sections 21a are formed (on the side of the surface
facing the first main surface 4 of the first casing section 2). As
a result, in a state where the flange section 23a is butted
against the first slit member 21, the shaft section 235 is
positioned in the first slit 31, the rotation restriction section
23c is positioned in the third slit 33 while the major diameter
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direction thereof is aligned with the direction in which the
third slit 33 is extended, and the tip end section 234 thereof
projects from the third slit 33. Rotation of the first support
shaft 23 with respect to the third slit 33 is restricted by the
rotation restriction section 23c¢, and it rotates integrally with
the second slit member 22 having the third slit 33 formed
therein. In this first support shaft 23, from the projecting tip
end section 234 to the flange section 23a, there is formed a
through hole 23e. This through hole 23e is provided for
arranging a conductive wire, not shown in the diagram, there-
through. The through hole 23e is capable of electrically con-
necting, via a conductive wire, the internal constituents of the
first casing section 2 and the second casing section 3, which
are respectively positioned on both sides of the first support
shaft 23.

As shown in FIG. 7, the second support shaft 24 has a
flange section 24a and a shaft section 245. The flange section
24a has an outer diameter greater than the width of the second
slit 32. The shaft section 245 projects from the flange section
24a, and has an outer diameter corresponding to the width of
the second slit 32 and the fourth slit 34. The second support
shaft 24 is inserted into the second slit 32 of the first slit
member 21 and the fourth slit 34 of the second slit member 22,
from the side where the fixation sections 21a are formed (on
the side of the surface facing the first main surface 4 of the first
casing section 2). As a result, in a state where the flange
section 24a is butted against the first slit member 21, the shaft
section 2454 is positioned inside the second slit 32 and the
fourth slit 34, and the tip end section 24c¢ of the shaft section
24 projects from the fourth slit 34.

The first engagement member 25 and the second engage-
ment member 26 engage the first support shaft 23 and the
second support shaft 24 with the first slit member 21 and the
second slit member 22. The first engagement member 25 is of
a circular plate shape having an outer shape greater than the
width of the third slit 33. In the center part of the first engage-
ment member 25, there is formed a through hole 254 which
corresponds to the outer shape of the tip end section 23d of the
first support shaft 23. This through hole 254 of the first
engagement member 25 is fitted on the tip end section 23d of
the first support shaft which projects from the third slit 33.
Accordingly, the first support shaft 23, the first slit member
21, the second slit member 22, and the first engagement
member 25 are integrally joined at the portion of the first slit
31 and the third slit 33. Furthermore, the first support shaft 23
can move within the first slit 31 and the third slit 33, and
moreover, it can rotate with respect to the first slit 31 while
rotation thereof with respect to the third slit 33 is being
restricted. Moreover, in the case where the first casing section
2 and the second casing section 3 are in the basic position P,
the first support shaft 23 is inserted through the one slit end
31a of'the first slit 31 and through the other slit end 335 of the
third slit 33, and it is engaged from both sides by the respec-
tive slit ends 31a and 335.

The second engagement member 26 is of a circular plate
shape having an outer shape greater than the width of the
fourth slit 34. In the center part of the second engagement
member 26, there is formed a through hole 26a which corre-
sponds to the outer shape of the tip end section 24¢ of the
second support shaft 24. This through hole 264 of the second
engagement member 26 is fitted on the tip end section 24¢ of
the second support shaft 24 which projects from the fourth slit
34. Accordingly, the second support shaft 24, the first slit
member 21, the second slit member 23, and the second
engagement member 26 are integrally joined at the portion of
the second slit 32 and the fourth slit 34. Furthermore, the
second support shaft 24 can move and rotate within the sec-
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ond slit 32 and the fourth slit 34. Moreover, in the case where
the first casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 are in
the basic position P, the second support shaft 24 is inserted
through the one slit end 324 of the second slit 32 and through
the other slit end 345 of the fourth slit 34, and it is engaged
from both sides by the respective slit ends 32a and 34b. Each
component which constitutes the slide mechanism 20 is, for
example, partly or entirely formed from a steel material or
resin material, and is molded in each shape by means of press
molding or injection molding.

The first spring member 27 and the second spring member
28 respectively function as a retaining section which retains
the positional relationship between the first slit member 21
and the second slit member 22. Furthermore, when the first
slit member 21 and the second slit member 22 are slid, the first
spring member 27 and the second spring member 28 respec-
tively function as an auxiliary section which assists the move-
ment operation and rotation operation thereof. As the first
spring member 27, a torsion coil spring is used for example.
The first spring member 27 is such that one end 274 thereof is
fixed on the first slit member 21, and the other end 2756 thereof
is fixed on the first support shatt 23. More specifically, in the
first slit member 21, in the substantially center in the move-
ment direction S of the first slit 31, in a position distanced
from the first slit 31 in the direction orthogonal to the move-
ment direction S, there is provided a substantially columnar-
shaped first supporting protuberance 215. The one end 27a of
the first spring member 27 is wound on the first supporting
protuberance 215, and is attached thereon so as to be able to
rotate about the first supporting protuberance 215. On the
flange section 234 of the first support shaft 23, there is pro-
vided a substantially columnar-shaped second supporting
protuberance 23f. The other end 275 of the first spring mem-
ber 27 is wound on the second supporting protuberance 237,
and is attached thereon so as to be able to rotate about the
second supporting protuberance 23/ The first spring member
27 is attached on the first supporting protuberance 215 and the
second supporting protuberance 23f with the distance
between the one end 274 and the other end 275 reduced.
Thereby, the first supporting protuberance 215 and the second
supporting section 23f are biased by the first spring member
27 so as to increase the distance therebetween.

Accordingly, in the case where the first support shaft 23 is
positioned to the one slitend 314 side from the center position
of'the first slit 31 along the movement direction S of the first
slit 31, it is biased toward the one slit end 314 side along the
first slit 31. On the other hand, in the case where the first
support shaft 23 is positioned on the other slit end 315 side, it
is biased toward the other slit end 315 side. That is to say, the
first support shaft 23 is biased by the first spring member 27
towards either one of the slit ends 31a and 315, according to
the position thereof within the first slit 31.

As the second spring member 28, a torsion coil spring is
used for example. The second spring member 28 is such that
one end 28a thereofis fixed on the second slit member 22, and
the other end 285 thereof is fixed on the first engagement
member 25 fixed on the first support shaft 23. More specifi-
cally, in the second slit member 22, in the substantially center
in the movement direction S of the third slit 33, in a position
distanced from the third slit 33 in the direction orthogonal to
the movement direction S, there is provided a substantially
columnar-shaped third supporting protuberance 225. The one
end 28a of the second spring member 28 is wound on the third
supporting protuberance 225, and is attached thereon so as to
be able to rotate about the third supporting protuberance 22b.
On the first engagement member 25, there is provided a
substantially columnar-shaped fourth supporting protuber-
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ance 25b. The other end 285 of the second spring member 28
is wound on the fourth supporting protuberance 255, and is
attached thereon so as to be able to rotate about the fourth
supporting protuberance 255. The second spring member 28
is attached on the third supporting protuberance 225 and the
fourth supporting protuberance 256 with the distance
between the one end 28a and the other end 285 reduced.
Thereby, the third supporting protuberance 225 and the fourth
supporting section 255 are biased by the second spring mem-
ber 28 so as to always increase the distance therebetween.

Accordingly, in the case where the first support shaft 23 is
positioned to the one slit end 334 side from the center position
of'the third slit 33 along the movement direction S of the third
slit 33, it is biased toward the one slit end 33« side along the
third slit 33. On the other hand, in the case where the first
support shaft 23 is positioned to the other slit end 335 side of
the opposite side, it is biased toward the other slit end 335
side. That is to say, the second support shaft 24 is biased by the
second spring member 28 towards either one of the slit ends
33a and 334, according to the position thereof within the third
slit 33.

Next, the operation in the portable terminal 1 and the slide
mechanism 20 of this exemplary embodiment is described,
based on FIG. 1 to FIG. 21. FIG. 10 to FIG. 21 are schematic
diagrams illustrating the positional relationship in the respec-
tive configurations of the first casing section 2, the second
casing section 3, and the slide mechanism 20 in respective
states, and these diagrams illustrate only minimal configura-
tions required for description.

As shown in FIG. 1, in the state of being in the basic
position P, the entirety of the portable terminal 1 is compact,
and the display screen section 11 and the second operation
section 9 provided on the second main surface 8 of the second
casing section 3 are exposed to the outside. Therefore, the
operator is able to confirm information, using the display
screen section 11, and is able to perform minimal basic opera-
tions with the second operation section 9. In this state, as
shown in FIG. 10 and FIG. 11, in the slide mechanism 20, the
first support shaft 23 is positioned at the one slitend 31a of the
first slit 31 of the first slit member 21, and at the other slit end
335 of the third slit 33 of the second slit member 22. More-
over, the second support shaft 24 is positioned at the one slit
end 32a of the second slit 32 of the first slit member 21, and
at the other slit end 345 of the fourth slit 34 of the second slit
member 22. The first spring member 27 provided on the first
slit member 21 side, biases the first support shaft 23 to the one
slitend 31a side of the first slit 31. The second spring member
28 provided on the second slit member 22 side, biases the first
support shaft 23 to the other slit end 335 side of the third slit
33. That is to say, the first casing section 2 and the second
casing section 3 are retained in the state of being in the basic
position P by the first spring member 27 and the second spring
member 28 serving as retaining sections.

The operator provides an operating force so that the second
casing section 3 is relatively moved with respect to the first
casing section 2 toward one side in the movement direction S,
against the biasing force of the first spring member 27 and the
second spring member 28. With this operating force, the first
support shaft 23 and the second support shaft 24 can move in
the movement direction S within the first slit 31 and the third
slit 33, and within the second slit 32 and the fourth slit 34.
Accordingly, the second casing section 3 can move with
respect to the first casing section 2 along the movement direc-
tion S, which is the direction along both of the long edges 4a
and 8a. As aresult, in the slide mechanism 20, the first support
shaft 23 and the second support shaft 24 are positioned in the
center, in the movement direction S, of the first slit 31 and the
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third slit 33, and the second slit 32 and the fourth slit 34. That
is to say, the second casing section 3 comes to the third usage
position Q' shown in FIG. 2, with respect to the first casing
section 2. Furthermore, when the first support shaft 23 and the
second support shaft 24 pass the center of the first slit 31 and
the third slit 33, and the second slit 32 and the fourth slit 34,
the orientation of biasing performed by the first spring mem-
ber 27 and the second spring member 28 is reversed. Conse-
quently, from this point on, the first support shaft 23 and the
second support shaft 24 are assisted and moved by the biasing
force of the first spring member 27 and the second spring
member 28, to the other slit end 315 of the first slit 31 and the
one slitend 33a of the third slit 33, and to the other slitend 325
of'the second slit 32 and the one slit end 34a of the fourth slit
34. That is to say, the first spring member 27 and the second
spring member 28 function as auxiliary sections for assisting
the operation. As a result, as shown in FIG. 3, FIG. 12, and
FIG. 13, the first support shaft 23 moves until it has come in
contact with the other slit end 315 of the first slit 31 and the
one slit end 33a of the third slit 33. Moreover, the second
support shaft 24 moves until it has come in contact with the
other slit end 325 of the second slit and the one slit end 345 of
the fourth slit 34. In this state, the biasing force of the first
spring member 27 and the second spring member 28 acts
toward the other slit end 315 of the first slit 31 and the other
slitend 3256 of the second slit 32. That is to say, the first spring
member 27 and the second spring member 28 function as
retaining sections. Consequently, the first support shaft 23 is
retained in the state of being pressed against and engaged with
the other slit end 315 of the first slit 31 and the one slitend 33a
of the third slit 33. Moreover, the second support shaft 24 is
retained in the state of being pressed against and engaged with
the other slit end 325 of the second slit 32 and the one slit end
344 of the fourth slit 34.

With the above type of operation, the first casing section 2
and the second casing section 3 are brought from the basic
position P shown in FIG. 1 through the third usage position Q'
shown in FIG. 2 to the first usage position Q shown in FIG. 3.
As a result, the first casing section 2 and the second casing
section 3 are both brought to a portrait-oriented arrangement,
thereby enabling use of the portable terminal 1 while the first
operation section 41 is exposed. Therefore, the portable ter-
minal 1 can be brought to an optimum state for using func-
tions such as telephone communication.

The operator gives the second casing section 3, with
respectto the first casing section 2, a certain level of operating
force against the biasing force of the first spring member 27
and the second spring member 28 toward the other side of the
movement direction S. With this operating force, the first
casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 can be
returned to the basic position P shown in FIG. 1 from the state
shown in FIG. 3 of being in the first usage position Q, through
the state shown in FIG. 2 of being in the third usage position
Q. Also at this time, when the position of the state shown in
FIG. 2 is passed, the orientation of biasing performed by the
first spring member 27 and the second spring member 28 is
reversed. In the position of the state shown in FIG. 2 and
thereafter, the first support shaft 23 and the second support
shaft 24 are assisted and moved by the biasing force of the first
spring member 27 and the second spring member 28, to the
one slit end 31qa of the first slit 31 and the other slit end 335 of
the third slit 33, and to the one slit end 32a of the second slit
32 and the other slit end 344 of the fourth slit 34. Thus,
similarly, the first spring member 27 and the second spring
member 28 function as auxiliary sections for assisting the
operation.
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From the state shown in FI1G. 1, FIG. 10, and FIG. 11 where
the first casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 are in
the basic position P, the operator gives the second casing
section 3 an operating force toward the one direction side T1
of'the rotational direction, to thereby rotate the second casing
section 3 on the first main surface 4 with respect to the first
casing section 2. At this time, even if an attempt is made to
move the first support shaft 23 about the second support shaft
24 in the tangential line direction on the one direction side T1
of'the rotational direction, the first support shaft 23 is engaged
with the one slit end 31a of the first slit 31 and the other slit
end 335 of the third slit 33, and thereby movement thereof is
restricted. On the other hand, if an attempt is made to move
the second support shaft 24 about the first support shaft 23 in
the tangential line direction on the one direction side T1 of the
rotational direction, the second support shaft 24 relatively
moves from the one slit end 324 of the second slit 32 toward
the other slit end 3256, and from the other slit end 3454 of the
fourth slit 34 toward the one slit end 34a. Accordingly, if the
operator gives the second casing section 3 an operating force
toward the one direction side T1 of the rotational direction, as
shown in FIG. 14 and FIG. 15, the second casing section 3
slide-rotates about the first support shaft 23 with respect to the
first casing section 2 while causing the second support shaft
24 to slide-move within the second slit 32 and the fourth slit
34. As shown in FIG. 16 and FIG. 17, when the second
support shaft 24 is butted against the other slit end 325 of the
second slit 32 and the one slit end 34a of the fourth slit 34, it
is engaged therewith, and rotation thereof is restricted. In the
present exemplary embodiment, the lengths of the second slit
32 and the fourth slit 34 are set so that the second support shaft
24 engages with the slit ends 326 and 34a when it has rotated
about the first support shaft 23 by 90 degrees. Thus, the
second casing section 3 is brought to a state where it has
rotated by 90 degrees with respect to the first casing section 2.
Based on the positional relationship in the basic position P
between the first casing section 2 and the second casing
section 3, the first support shaft 23, and the one slitend 31a of
the first slit 31 and the other slit end 335 of the third slit 33, the
first casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 can be
brought to a state of forming a substantially T shape, which is
the second usage position R, as shown in FIG. 5, FIG. 16, and
FIG. 17. Therefore, the first operation section 5 provided on
the first casing section 2 is exposed again. Furthermore, from
the basic position P, by changing the orientation ofthe display
screen section 11 provided on the second casing section 3
without changing the center position thereof in the widthwise
direction (direction along a short edge 4b of the first casing
section 2), the second casing section 3 may be brought to a
landscape-oriented state with respect to the first casing sec-
tion 2. Accordingly, the portable terminal 1 can be brought to
an optimum state for functions, such as television broadcast-
ing viewing and referencing websites, to be used as a televi-
sion receiver or personal computer while operating the first
operation section 5.

Since the first support shaft 23 has the rotation restriction
section 23c¢, the orientation thereof relative to the second slit
member 22 is constant, and it rotates with respect to the first
slit member 21 within the first slit 31. Therefore, while the
rotation operation is being performed, the relative orientation
between the first support shaft 23 and the first slit member 21
changes, and thereby the biasing force of the first spring
member 27 also changes. Further, with this biasing force, a
torque of a different orientation acts therebetween according
to the above relative orientation. That is to say, while the
rotation operation is being performed, until the second casing
section 3 has come to the position of the state shown in FIG.
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4,F1G. 14, and F1G. 15 with respect to the first casing section
2, that is, until the second support shaft 24, in the slide
mechanism 20, has reached the center of the second slit 32
and the fourth slit 34, then due to the bias force of the first
spring member 27, a torque acts between the support shaft 24
and the first slit member 21, which works to return to the
original position and which tends to return to the basic posi-
tion P shown in FIG. 10 and FIG. 11. Accordingly, with this
torque, the second support shaft 24 moving within the second
slit 32 and the fourth slit 34, is subjected to a force which
tends to return it to the one slit end 32a of the second slit 32
and the other slit end 345 of the fourth slit 34. Meanwhile,
when the second support shaft 24 has passed the center of the
second slit 32 and the fourth slit 34, the biasing force of the
first spring member 27 causes a torque, which tends to cause
further rotation in the same direction, to act between the first
support shaft 24 and the first slit section 21. Consequently,
this torque causes a force to act on the second support shaft 24
toward the other slit end 325 of the second slit 32 and the one
slit end 34a of the fourth slit 34. Thereby, in the state shown
in FIG. 4, FIG. 14, and FIG. 15 and thereafter, the second
support shaft 24 is assisted and moved by the biasing force of
the first spring member 27, to the other slit end 324 of the
second slit 32 and the one slit end 344 of the fourth slit 34.
That is to say, the first spring member 27 functions as an
auxiliary section for assisting the operation.

In the state of the second usage position R shown in FIG. 5,
FIG. 16, and FIG. 17, the biasing force caused by the first
spring member 27 and the second spring member 28 acts
toward the one slit end 31a of the first slit 31 and the other slit
end 335 of the third slit 33. That is to say, the first spring
member 27 and the second spring member 28 function as
retaining sections. Consequently, the first support shaft 23 is
retained in the state of being pressed against and engaged with
the one slit end 31a of the first slit 31 and the other slitend 335
of the third slit 33. Moreover, the second support shaft 24 is
retained in the state of being pressed against and engaged with
the other slit end 325 of the second slit 32 and the one slit end
344 of the fourth slit 34.

The operator gives the second casing section 3 an operating
force to the other direction side T2, which is on the direction
side opposite of the one direction side T1 of the rotational
direction. From the state shown in FIG. 1, FIG. 10, and FIG.
11 where the first casing section 2 and the second casing
section 3 are in the basic position P, this operating force
causes the second casing section 3 to rotate on the first main
surface 4 with respect to the first casing section 2. At this time,
even if an attempt is made to move the second support shaft 24
about the first support shaft 23 in the tangential line direction
on the other direction side T2 of the rotational direction, the
second support shaft 24 is engaged with the one slit end 32a
of'the second slit 32 and the other slit end 345 of the fourth slit
34, and movement thereof is restricted. On the other hand, if
an attempt is made to move the first support shaft 23 about the
second support shaft 24 in the tangential line on the other
direction side T2 of the rotational direction, the first support
shaft 23 relatively moves from the one slit end 31a of the first
slit 31 toward the other slitend 315, and from the other slit end
335 of the third slit 33 to the one slit end 33a. Consequently,
if the operator gives the second casing section 3 an operating
force toward the other direction side T2 of the rotational
direction, the second casing section 3 slide-rotates about the
second support shaft 24 with respect to the first casing section
2 while causing the first support shaft 23 to slide-move within
the first slit 31 and the third slit 33.

As shown in FIG. 20 and FIG. 21, when the first support
shaft 23 is butted against the other slit end 315 of the first slit

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

20

31 and the one slit end 334 of the third slit 33, it is engaged
therewith, and rotation thereof is restricted. In the present
exemplary embodiment, the lengths of the first slit 31 and the
third slit 33 are set so that the first support shaft 23 engages
with the slit ends 315 and 334 when it has rotated about the
second support shaft 24 by 90 degrees. Thus, the second
casing section 3 is brought to a state where it has rotated by 90
degrees with respect to the first casing section 2. Based on the
positional relationship in the basic position P between the first
casing section 2 and the second casing section 3, the second
support shaft 24, and the one slit end 324 of the second slit 32
and the other slit end 345 of the fourth slit 34, the first casing
section 2 and the second casing section 3 can be brought to a
state of forming a substantially T shape, which is the second
usage position R, as shown in FIG. 20 and FIG. 21. Therefore,
the first operation section 5 provided on the first casing sec-
tion 2 is exposed again. Furthermore, from the basic position
P, by changing the orientation of the display screen section 11
provided on the second casing section 3 without changing the
center position thereof in the widthwise direction (direction
along the short edge 44 of the first casing section 2), the
second casing section 3 may be brought to a landscape-ori-
ented state with respect to the first casing section 2. Accord-
ingly, the portable terminal 1 can be brought to an optimum
state for functions, such as television broadcasting viewing
and referencing websites, to be used as a television receiver or
personal computer while operating the first operation section
5.

When the rotation is being performed, until the first support
shaft 23 has reached the center, in the movement direction S,
of'the first slit 31 and the third slit 33, the biasing force of the
first spring member 27 and the second spring member 28
causes a force to act on the first support shaft 23 so that it tends
to return to its original position, that is, the one slit end 31a of
the firstslit 31 and the other slit end 335 of the third slit33. On
the other hand, when the first support shaft 23 has reached the
center of the first slit 31 and the third slit 33, the biasing force
of the first spring member 27 and the second spring member
28 causes a force to act on the first support shatt 23 toward the
other slit end 315 of the first slit 31 and the one slit end 334 of
the third slit 33. Consequently, from this point on, the first
support shaft 23 is assisted and moved by the biasing force of
the first spring member 27 and the second spring member 28
to the other slit end 315 of the first slit 31 and the one slit end
33a of the third slit 33. That is to say, the first spring member
27 and the second spring member 28 function as auxiliary
sections for assisting the operation. In the state of the second
usage position R shown in FIG. 20 and FIG. 21, the biasing
force caused by the first spring member 27 and the second
spring member 28 acts on the first support shaft 23 toward the
other slit end 315 of the first slit 31 and the one slit end 334 of
the third slit 33. That is to say, the first spring member 27 and
the second spring member 28 function as retaining sections.
Consequently, the first support shaft 23 is retained in the state
of' being pressed against the other slit end 315 of the first slit
31 and the one slit end 33a of the third slit 33. Furthermore,
the second support shaft 24 is retained in the state of being
pressed against the one slit end 32« of the second slit 32 and
the other slit end 345 of the fourth slit 34.

As described above, according to the portable terminal 1 of
the present exemplary embodiment, the first casing section 2
and the second casing section 3 can be brought from the basic
position P shown in FIG. 1 to the first usage position Q shown
in FIG. 3, and can be used in a state where they are arranged
portrait-oriented together and the first operation section 5 is
exposed. Moreover, it can be returned again from the state
shown in FIG. 3 where the first casing section 2 and the
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second casing section 3 are in the first usage position Q, to the
basic position P shown in FIG. 1. Furthermore, by rotating the
first casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 by 90
degrees from the basic position P shown in FIG. 1 to the one
direction side T1 of the rotational direction, the first casing
section 2 and the second casing section 3 form a substantially
T shape as being in the second usage position R shown in FIG.
5,and itis possible, with only a single operation, to shift to the
open state where the display screen section 11 is serving as a
landscape-oriented screen when seen from the user, and the
first operation section 5 is positioned on the lower side of the
center part of the display screen section 11 when seen from
the user. Furthermore, also in the case where rotation is per-
formed by 90 degrees to the other direction side T2, which is
the opposite side to the one direction side T1 of the rotational
direction, although the left-right orientation of the second
casing section 2 differs from that in FIG. 5, the first casing
section 2 and the second casing section 3 similarly form a
substantially T shape as being in the second usage position R,
and it is possible, with only a single operation, to shift to the
open state where the display screen section 11 is serving as a
landscape-oriented screen when seen from the user, and the
first operation section 5 is positioned on the lower side of the
center part of the display screen section 11 when seen from
the user. Moreover, since the slide mechanism 20 is provided
with the first spring member 27 and the second spring mem-
ber 28, they can serve as retaining sections to retain the state
of the respective positions. Moreover, when relatively mov-
ing the second casing section 3 with respect to the first casing
section 2 by giving an operating force caused by the first
spring member 27 and the second spring member 28, they can
serve as auxiliary sections to exert an assistive force, and it is
thereby possible to improve the level of operability. The
spring members may operate only as retaining sections or
only as auxiliary sections in some cases, depending on the
type and arrangement thereof. However, this type of configu-
ration may also be employed.

In the above description, the first slit 31, the second slit 32,
the third slit 33, and the fourth slit 34 are such that the slit
lengths thereof are equal, and the distance between the first
slit 31 and the second slit 32, and the distance between the
third slit 33 and the fourth slit 34 are set approximately equal
to the slit length. However, it is not limited to this. By chang-
ing the length of each of these slits and position of each slit
end, the positions, at which the first support shaft 23 and the
second support shaft 24 are engaged and movements thereof
are restricted at each slit end, become different. Conse-
quently, the amount of sliding from the basic position P in the
movement direction S, and the angle of each rotation to the
one direction side T1 of the rotational direction and the other
direction side T2, can be changed. Moreover, in the above
description, the movement direction S for shifting from the
basic position P to the first usage position Q is set to the
direction along the long edges 4a and 8a of the first casing
section 2 and the second casing section 3 in the basic position
P. However, it is not limited to this. For example, it may be set
to the direction along the short edges 45 and 85, and the
orientations of the first slit 31, the second slit 32, the third slit
33, and the fourth slit 34 may be set according to this. Fur-
thermore, the movement direction S is not limited to a linear
direction, and it may be a direction along a certain type of line
shape such as an arc-shaped curved line shape.

Moreover, in the present exemplary embodiment, the basic
position P is described as a position where the first casing
section 2 and the second casing section 3 are overlapped on
each other with no displacement therebetween. However, it is
not limited to this. That is to say, for convenience of design or
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component arrangement, it is not always necessary to align
the long edge direction center line and the short edge direction
center line of the first casing section 2 and the second casing
section 3 for example. Alternatively, the configuration may be
such that in the basic position P, the long edge directions of the
first casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 are
angled from each other by a predetermined angle such as 30°,
45°, 60°, 120°, 135°, and 150°, and from this state, it is
slide-moved in a predetermined movement direction S, or it
may be slide-rotated in a predetermined rotational direction.

In the above exemplary embodiment, the first spring mem-
ber 27 and the second spring member 28 are respectively
configured with a torsion coil spring. However, it is not lim-
ited to this, and various types of biasing device may be
applied.

Moreover, in the above exemplary embodiment, only the
first support shaft 23 is biased by the first spring member 27
and the second spring member 28. However, the second sup-
port shaft 24 may be similarly biased instead of the first
support shaft 23, or the first support shaft 23 and the second
support shaft 24 may be both biased.

Furthermore, in the above exemplary embodiment, there
are used the first spring member 27 and the second spring
member 28 in order to retain the positional relationship
between the first casing section 2 and the second casing
section 3. However, it is not limited to this, and may be
substituted with mechanisms which perform retaining in a
concave-convex engagement manner such as a click-stop
mechanism, as long as they are capable of retaining the first
support shaft 23 and the second support shaft 24 at each slit
end of the first slit 31, the second slit 32, the third slit 33, and
the fourth slit 34. Moreover, these click-stop mechanisms
may be provided between the first casing section 2 and the
second casing section 3.

Moreover, in the above exemplary embodiment, the first
casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 are of the
same flat rectangular solid shape, however, it is not limited to
this. Various types of shapes may be applied thereto, and they
may be of different shapes and sizes. Furthermore, in the
above exemplary embodiment, the slide mechanism 20 is
such that the first slit member 21 has the first slit 31 and the
second slit 32 formed therein, and the second slit member 22
has the third slit 33 and the fourth slit 34 formed therein.
However, it is not limited to this. These respective slits may
also be configured with separate members, or these respective
slits may be formed directly in the first casing section 2 and
the second casing section 3. Furthermore, in the above exem-
plary embodiment, a portable terminal having a first casing
section and second casing section is described as an example
of'an application of the slide mechanism 20. However, it is not
limited to this. The exemplary embodiment of the present
invention may be effectively applied to various types of por-
table terminals such as a laptop computer, an electronic dic-
tionary, a PDA (personal data assistant), and so forth, as long
as it is a portable terminal in which respective casings are
slidably and rotatably joined with each other using this slide
mechanism.

Inthe above description, there has been described the point
that it is possible to set from the basic position P to the second
usage position R by slide-rotating the second casing section 3
with respect to the first casing section 2. In addition to this, in
the above configuration, it can be set to the second usage
position R also from the first usage position Q and the third
usage position Q'. That is to say, for example, if the second
casing section 3 is rotated from the first usage position Q
shown in FIG. 12 and FIG. 13 to the one direction side T1 of
the rotational direction, it rotates about the second support
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shaft 24 while the first support shaft 23 relatively moves
within the first slit 31 and the third slit 33, and it can be set to
the second usage position R shown in FIG. 16 and FIG.17. On
the other hand, if the second casing section 3 is rotated from
the first usage position Q shown in FIG. 12 and FIG. 13 to the
other direction side T2 of the rotational direction, it rotates
about the first support shaft 23 while the second support shaft
24 relatively moves within the second slit 32 and the fourth
slit 34, and it can be brought to the similar second usage
position R, although the left-right orientation thereof differs
from that of the second casing section 2 in the state shown in
FIG. 16 and FIG. 17. These can be similarly achieved when
being brought from the third usage position Q'.

Second Exemplary Embodiment

Next, a second exemplary embodiment of the present
invention is described. FIG. 22 to FIG. 49 show the second
exemplary embodiment of the present invention. In this
exemplary embodiment, the common members used in the
aforementioned exemplary embodiment are given the same
reference symbols, and descriptions thereof are omitted.

As shown in FIG. 22, basically, a portable terminal 40 of
this exemplary embodiment is of a configuration the same as
that of the first exemplary embodiment. The portable terminal
40 includes the first casing section 2, the second casing sec-
tion 3, and a slide mechanism 50. The first casing section 2
and the second casing section 3 are arranged facing each
other. The slide mechanism 50 is provided between the first
casing section 2 and the second casing section 3, and the
second casing section 3 is relatively slide-moved with respect
to the first casing section 2. The portable terminal 40 can be
slide-moved in the movement direction S and can be set, from
the basic position P in the first exemplary embodiment shown
in FIG. 22 where the first main surface 4 and the slide surface
7 are overlapped on each other with no displacement therebe-
tween, to the third usage position Q', which is the intermedi-
ate position, and it can be further slide-moved to and set to the
first usage position Q. Moreover, as with the first exemplary
embodiment, by relatively slide-rotating the second casing
section 3 to the one direction T1 side of the rotational direc-
tion with respect to the first casing section 2, it can be set to the
second usage position R where the entirety thereof form a
substantially T shape in which the directions along the long
edges 4a and 8a thereof are orthogonal to each other. Further-
more, by relatively slide-rotating the second casing section 3
to the other direction T2 side of the rotational direction with
respect to the first casing section 2, it can be set to a fourth
usage position U where the entirety thereof forms a substan-
tially T shape, so that the position of the second operating
section 9 is on the side opposite to that in the second usage
position R. In the present exemplary embodiment, these two
states, in which rotations are performed in different directions
and the entirety thereof respectively forms a substantially T
shape, are differentiated as the second usage position R and
the fourth usage position U. However, the shape of the
entirety thereof at the time when rotated from the basic posi-
tion P to each direction by 90 degrees, is similar to that in the
first exemplary embodiment.

Similarly, from the third usage position Q' and the first
usage position Q, it is possible to relatively slide-rotate the
second casing section 3 with respect to the first casing section
2. However, in the present exemplary embodiment, in the
third usage position Q' and the first usage position Q, the slide
mechanism 50 restricts relative slide-rotation of the second
casing section 3 with respect to the first casing section 2 to the
other direction T2 side of the rotational direction. Conse-
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quently, from the third usage position Q' and the first usage
position Q, it can be set to the fourth usage position U, but it
cannot be set to the second usage position R.

Next, details of the slide mechanism 50 are described.

As shown in FIG. 23 to FIG. 27, the slide mechanism 50 of
this exemplary embodiment includes a first slit member 21, a
second slit member 22, a first support shaft 51, a second
support shaft 24, a first engagement member 52, a second
engagement member 26, a third engagement member 53, a
first spring member 27, a second spring member 28, and a
third spring member 54. The configuration with a second slit
32 of'the first slit member 21 and a fourth slit 34 of the second
slit member 22, the second support shaft 24 inserted through
the second slit 32 and the fourth slit 34 and the second engage-
ment member 26 attached on the second support shaft 24, is
similar to that in the first exemplary embodiment, and
description thereof is therefore omitted. The configuration of
the first slit member 21 and the second slit member 22 is
basically similar to that in the first exemplary embodiment,
however, the configuration of a first slit 61 and a third slit 62
corresponding thereto differs from that in the first exemplary
embodiment.

That is to say, as shown in FIG. 23 to FIG. 27, the first slit
61 and the third slit 62 are communicated through slit ends
61a and 625 thereof in a state where the first casing section 2
and the second casing section 3 are in the basic position P.
Furthermore, the first slit 61 and the third slit 62 respectively
extend from the slit ends 61a and 625 toward mutually oppo-
site sides in the direction along the long edges 4a and 8a of the
first casing section 2 and the second casing section 3, which is
the movement direction S. The first slit 61 in the present
exemplary embodiment has a slide section 63 and a wide
width section 64. The slide section 63 extends in the direction
along the long edge 4a of the first casing section 2, which is
the movement direction S in the basic position P state. The
wide width section 64 is formed in a substantially circular
shape with a wider width at the one slit end 61a communi-
cating with the third slit 62 in the basic position P state. A
width B62 of the third slit 62 is set greater than a width B63
of the slide section 63 of the first slit 61, according to the
relationship with each configuration of the first support shaft
51 shown below.

As shown in FIG. 28 and FIG. 29, the first support shaft 51
has a support shaft main body member 70 and a support shaft
auxiliary member 71. The support shaft main body member
70 is inserted through the first slit 61 and the third slit 62. The
support shaft auxiliary member 71 is attached on the support
shaft main body member 70 and is inserted through the third
slit 62. The support shaft main body member 70 has a first
shaft section 72 arranged within the first slit 61, and a second
shaft section 73 arranged within the third slit 62. As shown in
FIG. 42A the first shaft section 72 is formed in a roughly
rectangular plate shape when seen in the axial front view. The
first shaft section 72 is provided such that in the state of basic
position P, the direction along a long edge 72a thereof aligns
with the direction along the long edge 4a of the first casing
section 2, which is the movement direction S from the basic
position P. Moreover, a short edge 725 of the first shaft section
72 is formed in an arc shape so as to correspond to the circular
shape of the wide width section 64 of the first slit 61. The
diameter of the short edge 725, that is a width B72a thereofin
the direction along the long edge 72a, is set approximately
equal to a diameter D64 of the wide width section 64. Con-
sequently, the first shaft section 72 itself is of a configuration
capable of rotating about its axis within the wide width sec-
tion 64 in the first slit member 21. On the other hand, a width
B72b in the direction along the short edge 725 is set approxi-
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mately equal to a width B63 of the slide section 63 of the first
slit 61. Consequently, the first shaft section 72 can slide-move
only in the direction along the slide section 63 as rotation
about its axis is restricted within the slide section 63, and it
constitutes a rotation restriction section which restricts its
rotation with respect to the first slit 61.

On the other hand, in the wide width section 64, there are
provided stopper sections 65 which restrict rotation of this
first shaft section 72. The stopper sections 65 are each formed
in a triangular shape having a right angle between two edges
65a and 655 thereof, projecting inward from the wide width
section 64, and they are provided being a pair point-sym-
metrical with each other. In the state of the basic position P,
the support shaft main body member 70 is capable of rela-
tively rotating to the one direction side T1 of the rotational
direction with respect to the first slit 61, and one edge 65a of
each stopper section 65 comes in contact therewith, thereby
restricting its rotation to the other direction side T2. As
described above, since the width B63 of the slide section 63
and the width B725 of the first shaft section 72 in the direction
along the short edge 725 are set approximately equal, in this
state, the support shaft main body member 70 is capable of
moving along the slide section 63 while its rotation is
restricted and its relative orientation is maintained constant.
When the support shaft main body member 70 relatively
rotates by 90 degrees to the other direction T2 of the rotational
direction from the basic position P state, through the state
shown in FIG. 42B, the first shaft section 72 comes in contact
with the other edge 655 of the stopper section 65. As a result,
the support shaft main body member 70 is restricted from
rotating further in this rotation position. As described later, a
state shown in FIG. 42 corresponds to the second usage posi-
tion R. When the first shaft section 72 rotates within the wide
width section 64, the direction of the short edge 726 having
the narrowest width does not match with the widthwise direc-
tion of the slide section 63, which is approximately equal to
the width B725 of the short edge 725. Accordingly, the sup-
port shaft main body member 70 is restricted from moving to
the slide section 63 side along the movement direction S, and
only its rotation is allowed.

As shown in FIG. 28 and FIG. 29, in the support shaft main
body member 70, the second shaft section 73 is of a substan-
tially columnar shape which is concentric with the first shaft
section 72, that is, the center axial line thereof passes through
the centroid of the rectangular shape of the first shaft section
72, and it is provided projecting from one surface of the first
shaft section 72. On the outer circumferential surface of the
second shaft section 73 there are formed engagement protu-
berances 73a which respectively project in the radial direc-
tion thereof; that is, in a direction orthogonal to the axis. In the
present exemplary embodiment, the engagement protuber-
ances 73a are provided as a pair opposing each other and in
different directions approximately 45 degrees angled from
the direction along the long edge 72a of the first shaft section
72.

In the support shaft main body member 70, on the other
surface on the opposite side to the one surface having the
second shaft section 73 of the first shaft section 72 projecting
therefrom, and on the end section of the second shaft section
73, there are formed a first fitted section 70a and a second
fitted section 705 each having a non-circular cross-sectional
shape. As described later, the first engagement member 52
and the third engagement member 53 respectively engage
with the first fitted section 70a and the second fitted section
70b. In the support shaft main body member 70, there is
formed a through hole 70¢ which passes through the first shaft
section 72, the second shaft section 73, the first fitted section
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70a, and the second fitted section 705. As with the first exem-
plary embodiment, in the through hole 70c¢, there can be
arranged a conductive wire which electrically connects the
internal constituents of the first casing section 2 with the
internal constituents of the second casing section 3 side.

As shown in FIG. 30 and FIG. 31, the support shaft auxil-
iary member 71 has a flange section 74 and an insertion
section 75. The flange section 74 has an outer diameter greater
than the width B62 of the third slit 62. The insertion section 75
is provided projecting from the flange section 74, and is
inserted into the third slit 62. The support shaft auxiliary
member 71 is such that the insertion section 75 is inserted into
the third slit 62 from the side opposite to the side where the
first flit member 21 is overlapped on the second slit member
22, and the flange section 74 engages with the second slit
member 22. The insertion section 75 is such that the outer
circumferential surface thereof is configured with two flat
surfaces having a distance therebetween set approximately
equal to the width B62 of the third slit 62, and two curved
surfaces having curvature radii corresponding to both of the
slit ends 62a and 625 of the third slit 62. Accordingly, the
support shaft auxiliary member 71 is capable of slide-moving
in the direction along the third slit 62 while restricting mutual
rotation and sliding the above two flat surfaces, within the
third slit 62. In the support shaft auxiliary member 71, there is
formed a fitting-insertion hole 71a, into which the second
shaft section 73 of the support shaft main member 70 is
inserted. The fitting insertion hole 71a is set approximately
equal to the outer diameter of the second shaft section 73. The
second shaft section 73 is inserted into the fitting insertion
hole 71a so as to be able to rotate about its axis inside the
fitting insertion hole 71a. Consequently, the support shaft
main body member 70 and the support shaft auxiliary mem-
ber 71 are capable of integrally slide-moving along the first
slit 61 or the third slit 62 while being capable of rotating
relatively about their axes.

As shown in FIG. 49 A, on the outer circumferential side of
the fitting insertion hole 71a, there are formed guide holes
71b, each of which communicates with the fitting insertion
hole 71a and into which the engagement protuberance 73a
provided on the second shaft section 73 is inserted so as to be
ableto move back and forth. The guide holes 715 are provided
in a pair, corresponding to the engagement protuberances
73a.Each guide hole 715 is formed so that each of the engage-
ment protuberances 73a comes in contact with and engages
with one end section 71¢ of the guide hole 715, in a range of
approximately 90 degrees around the circumferential direc-
tion along the outer circumference of'the fitting insertion hole
71a, and also in the state of basic position P. Consequently, the
support shaft auxiliary member 71 can be relatively rotated
with respect to the support shaft main body member 70 by
approximately 90 degrees from the state of the basic position
P toward the other direction side T2 of the rotational direc-
tion, until, from the state shown in FIG. 49B, each of the
engagement protuberances 73a has come in contact with and
has engaged with the other end section 714 on the opposite
side of the one end section 71¢ of the guide hole 715 as shown
in FIG. 49C. As described later, the state shown in FIG. 49C
corresponds to the fourth usage position U.

As shown in FIG. 23 to FIG. 27, the first engagement
member 52 is of a circular plate shape having an outer diam-
eter greater than the fitting insertion hole 71a and the guide
hole 715 of the support shaft auxiliary member 71. In the
center part of the first engagement member 52, there is
formed a through hole 52a corresponding to the outer shape
of the first fitted section 70a. This first engagement member
52 engages with the first fitted section 70a which projects
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from the second shaft section 73 of the support shaft main
body member 70 inserted into the third slit 62. The third
engagement member 53 is of a circular plate shape having an
outer diameter greater than the width B63 of the slide section
63 of'the first slit 61. In the center part of the third engagement
member 53, there is formed a through hole 53a corresponding
to the outer shape of the second fitted section 705. This first
engagement member 52 engages with the second fitted sec-
tion 7056 which projects from the first shaft section 72 of the
support shaft main body member 70 inserted into the first slit
61. As described above, the first engagement member 52 and
the second engagement member 53 are fitted respectively on
the first fitted section 70a and the second fitted section 705 of
the support shaft main body member 70. Consequently, the
support shaft main body member 70 and the support shaft
auxiliary member 71 are sandwiched by the first engagement
member 52 and the third engaged member 53 and are inte-
grally joined, while being arranged within the first slit 61 and
the third slit 62. Furthermore, the support shaft main body
member 70 and the support shaft auxiliary member 71 slide-
move as described above, and they can be slide-rotated.

The first spring member 27 and the second spring member
28 respectively function as a retaining section which retains
the positional relationship between the first slit member 21
and the second slit member 22. Furthermore, when the first
slit member 21 and the second slit member 22 are slid, the first
spring member 27 and the second spring member 28 respec-
tively function as an auxiliary section which assists the move-
ment operation and rotation operation thereof. As the first
spring member 27, a torsion coil spring is used for example.
The first spring member 27 is such that one end 274 thereof is
fixed on the first slit member 21, and other end 275 thereof is
fixed on the first support shaft 51. More specifically, as with
the first exemplary embodiment, the one end 27a of the first
spring member 27 is wound on a first supporting protuberance
215 provided on the first slit member 21, and is attached
thereon so as to be able to rotate about the first supporting
protuberance 215. The third engagement member 53 is fixed
on the first support shaft 51. On this third engagement mem-
ber 53, there is formed an overhang section 5356 toward the
first supporting protuberance 215 in a direction orthogonal to
the direction along the first slit 61. On the tip end side of this
overhang section 535, there is provided a substantially
columnar second supporting protuberance 53¢. The other end
275 of the first spring member 27 is wound on the second
supporting protuberance 53¢, and is attached thereon so as to
be able to rotate about the second supporting protuberance
53c¢. The first spring member 27 is attached on the first sup-
porting protuberance 215 and the second supporting protu-
berance 53¢ with the distance between the one end 274 and
the other end 2756 reduced. Thereby, the first supporting pro-
tuberance 215 and the second supporting section 53¢ are
biased by the first spring member 27 so as to always increase
the distance therebetween. Accordingly, as with the first
exemplary embodiment, in the case where the first support
shaft 51 is positioned to the one slit end 61a side from the
center position of the first slit 61 along the movement direc-
tion S, it is biased toward the one slit end 61« side along the
first slit 61. On the other hand, in the case where the first
support shaft 51 is positioned on the other slit end 615 side, it
is biased toward the other slit end 615 side.

As the second spring member 28, a torsion coil spring is
used for example. The second spring member 28 is such that
one end 28a thereofis fixed on the second slit member 22, and
the other end 285 thereof is fixed on the first engagement
member 52 fixed on the first support shaft 51. More specifi-
cally, as with the first exemplary embodiment, the one end
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28a of the second spring member 28 is wound on a third
supporting protuberance 226 provided on the second slit
member 22, and is attached thereon so as to be able to rotate
about the third supporting protuberance 2254. On the support
shaft auxiliary member 71 of the first support shaft 51, there
is formed an overhang section 71e toward the third supporting
protuberance 225 in a direction orthogonal to the direction
along the third slit 62. On the tip end side of this overhang
section 71e, there is provided a substantially columnar fourth
supporting protuberance 71f. The other end 285 of the second
spring member 28 is wound on the fourth supporting protu-
berance 71f, and is attached thereon so as to be able to rotate
about the fourth supporting protuberance 71f. The second
spring member 28 is attached on the third supporting protu-
berance 225 and the fourth supporting protuberance 71f with
the distance between the one end 28a and the other end 285
reduced. Thereby, the third supporting protuberance 226 and
the fourth supporting section 71f are biased by the second
spring member 28 so as to always increase the distance ther-
ebetween. Accordingly, as with the first exemplary embodi-
ment, in the case where the first support shaft 51 is positioned
to the one slit end 6254 side from the center position of the third
slit 62 along the movement direction, it is biased toward the
one slit end 625 side along the third slit 62. On the other hand,
in the case where the first support shaft 51 is positioned on the
other slit end 62a side on the opposite side, it is biased toward
the other slitend 62a side. That is to say, the first support shaft
51 is biased by the second spring member 28 towards either
one of the slit ends 626 and 62a, depending on the position
thereof within the third slit 62.

In the first support shaft 51, the third spring member 54
functions as a retaining section which retains the relative
positional relationship about the axis between the support
shaft main body member 70 and the support shaft auxiliary
member 71. Furthermore, when the support shaft auxiliary
member 71 is relatively rotated about its axis with respect to
the support shaft 70, the third spring member 54 functions as
an auxiliary section which assists its rotation operation. As
the third spring member 54, a torsion coil spring is used for
example. The third spring member 54 is such that one end 54a
thereof is fixed on the support shaft auxiliary member 71, and
the other end 5454 thereof is fixed on the support shaft main
body member 70. More specifically, in the first support shaft
51, on the support shaft auxiliary member 71, there is formed
another overhang section 71g along the third slit 62. On the tip
end side of this other overhang section 71g, there is provided
a substantially columnar fifth supporting protuberance 71/.
Meanwhile, an overhang section 525 is formed also on the
first engagement member 52 fixed on the first support shaft
51. On the tip end side of this overhang section 524, there is
provided a substantially columnar sixth supporting protuber-
ance 52¢. The overhang section 525 of the first engagement
member 52 overhangs in a direction which is angled by
approximately 45 degrees from the overhanging direction of
the other overhang section 71g of the support shaft auxiliary
member 71 in the state of the basic position P. The support
shaft main body member 70 and the third engagement mem-
ber 53 rotate relatively about their axes with respect to the
support shaft auxiliary member 71, within an approximately
90 degree range restricted by the above engagement protu-
berances 73a and the guide holes 715. This rotation enables
the overhang section 525 of the first engagement member 52,
through the state of being overlapped with the other overhang
section 71g of the support shaft auxiliary member 71, to
overhang in a direction which is angled by approximately 45
degrees from the direction of the other overhang section 71g
of the support shaft auxiliary member 71 overhanging to the
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opposite side. The one end 54a of the third spring member 54
is wound on the fifth supporting protuberance 714, and is
attached thereon so as to be able to rotate about the fifth
supporting protuberance 71%. The other end 545 of the third
spring member 54 is wound on the sixth supporting protuber-
ance 52¢, and is attached thereon so as to be able to rotate
about the sixth supporting protuberance 52¢. The third spring
member 54 is attached on the fifth supporting protuberance
71/ and the sixth supporting protuberance 52¢ with the dis-
tance between the one end 544 and the other end 545 reduced.
Thereby, the fifth supporting protuberance 71/% and the sixth
supporting section 52¢ are biased by the third spring member
54 so as to always increase the distance therebetween. Con-
sequently, in the first support shaft 51, the support shaft main
body member 70 is biased toward either the one direction T1
side of the rotational direction about its axis or the other
direction T2 side, according to the relative positional relation-
ship about its axis with respect to the support shaft auxiliary
member 71.

Next, operation of the portable terminal 40 and the slide
mechanism 50 of this exemplary embodiment is described,
based on FIG. 32 to FIG. 49. FIG. 32 to FIG. 35, FIG. 38 to
FIG. 41, and FIG. 44 to FIG. 47 are schematic diagrams
illustrating the positional relationship in the respective con-
figurations of the first casing section 2, the second casing
section 3, and the slide mechanism 50 in respective states, and
these diagrams illustrate only minimal configurations
required for description. The operation which takes place
from the basic position P, through the third usage position Q',
to the first usage position Q, is similar to that in the first
exemplary embodiment, and the description thereof is there-
fore omitted.

FIG. 32 and FIG. 33, and FIG. 36A and FIG. 37A show a
state where the first casing section 2 and the second casing
section 3 are in the basic position P. In this state, in the slide
mechanism 50, as shown in FIG. 36A, the first support shaft
51 is positioned within the wide width section 64 that is the
one slit end 61a of the first slit 61, while the first support shaft
72 of the support shaft main body member 70 is such that the
direction along the long edge 72a aligns with the moving
direction S, in which the slide section 63 extends. Further-
more, as shownin FIG. 37A, the second shaft section 73 of the
support shaft main body member 70 and the insertion section
75 of the support shaft auxiliary member 71 are positioned at
the other slitend 625 of the third slit 62. Moreover, the second
support shaft 24 is positioned at the one slit end 32a of the
second slit 32 of the first slit member 21, and it is positioned
at the other slit end 345 of the fourth slit 34 of the second slit
member 22.

First, there is described a case where the operator, from the
state of the basic position P, gives a force to operate the second
casing section 3 toward one side in the movement direction S
with respect to the first casing section 2. Consequently, as
shown in FIG. 36B, in the first support shaft 51, the first shaft
section 72 of the support shaft main body member 70
becomes able to move in the movement direction S from the
wide width section 64 of the first slit 61 to the slide section 63.
As shown in FIG. 36C, this first shaft section 72 is able to
moveuntil it has come in contact with the other slitend 615 of
the first slit 61. Moreover, as shown in FIG. 37B and FIG.
37C, in the first support shaft 51, the second shaft section 73
of the support shaft main body member 70 and the insertion
section 75 of the support shaft auxiliary member 71 are able
to move from the other slit end 625 of the third slit 62 to the
one slit end 62a. Similarly, the second support shaft 24 can
move within the second slit 32 and the fourth slit 34 in the
movement direction S. Consequently, as with the first exem-
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plary embodiment, the second casing section 3 is able to move
with respect to the first casing section 2 along the movement
direction S, which is the direction along the long edges 4a and
8a thereof, and the first casing section 2 and the second casing
section 3 can be brought, through the third usage position Q',
to the first usage position Q shown in FIG. 34 and F1G. 35, and
in FIG. 36C and FIG. 37C. The function of the first spring
member 27 and the second spring member 28 is similar to that
in the first exemplary embodiment from the basic position P
through the third usage position Q' to the first usage position
Q, and the description thereof is therefore omitted.

In the first support shaft 51, the third spring member 54
always biases the support shaft auxiliary member 71 with
respect to the support shaft main body member 70 toward the
one direction side T1 of the rotational direction (in other
words, it biases the support shaft member 70 with respect to
the support shaft auxiliary member 71 toward the other direc-
tion side T2 of the rotational direction). Accordingly, while
the support shaft auxiliary member 71 is able to relatively
slide-rotate with respect to the support shaft main body mem-
ber 70 to the other direction side T2 of the rotational direction,
it is able, with the third spring member 54 serving as a retain-
ing section, to integrally slide-move to the third usage posi-
tion Q' and the first usage position Q while the state of the
basic position P is retained.

From the state shown in FIG. 32 and FIG. 33 where the first
casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 are in the
basic position P, the operator gives the second casing section
3 an operating force toward the one direction side T1 of the
rotational direction, to thereby rotate the second casing sec-
tion 3 on the first main surface 4 with respect to the first casing
section 2. At this time, as shown in FIG. 43A, in the first
support shaft 51, the insertion section 75 of the support shaft
auxiliary member 71 is restricted from relatively rotating with
respect to the third slit 62 of the second slit member 22.
Consequently, as shown in FIG. 43B, the support shaft aux-
iliary member 71, together with the second slit member 22
fixed on the second casing section 3, rotates to the one direc-
tion side T1 of'the rotational direction. Moreover, as shown in
FIG. 43A, the second shaft section 73 of the support shaft
main body member 70 is such that the engagement protuber-
ances 73a are in contact with the one end sections 71c of the
guide holes 715. Accordingly, the support shaft main body
member 70 is restricted from rotating to the other direction T2
side of the rotational direction with respect to the insertion
section 75 of the support shaft auxiliary member 71. Thereby,
as shown in FIG. 43B, the support shaft main body member
70, together with the support shaft auxiliary member 71,
rotates to the one direction T1 side of the rotational direction.
Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 42A, the first shaft section 72
of'the support shaft main body member 70 is able to rotate to
the one direction side T1 of the rotational direction within the
wide width section 64 of the first slit 61. Therefore, as shown
in FIG. 38 and FIG. 39, the second slit member 22, and the
support shaft main body member 70 and the support shaft
auxiliary member 71 of the first support shaft 51, integrally
slide-rotate about the first support shaft 51 with respect to the
first casing section 2, while slide-moving the second support
shaft 24 within the second slit 32 and the fourth slit 34.

Moreover, as shown in FIG. 40 and FIG. 41, as with the first
exemplary embodiment, when the second casing section 3
has rotated by 90 degrees with respect to the first casing
section 2, its rotation is restricted as the second support shaft
24 comes in contact with the other slit end 325 of the second
slit 32 and the one slit end 34qa of the fourth slit 34. Further-
more, in the present exemplary embodiment, in the first sup-
port shaft 51, when the first shaft section 71 of the support
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shaft main body member 70 has rotated within the wide width
section 64 of the first slit 61 by 90 degrees as shown in FIG.
42C from the state shown in FIG. 42A and through the state
shown in FIG. 42B, the long edge 72a of the first shaft section
72 comes in contact with the other edge 655, and accordingly,
rotation is restricted also by the stopper section 65. In the state
where the 90 degree rotation has been performed with respect
to the first casing section 2 from the basic position P as
described above, the first casing section 2 and the second
casing section 3 can be brought to the second usage position
R where they form a substantially T shape. The function of the
first spring member 27 and the second spring member 28 is
similar to that in the first exemplary embodiment from the
basic position P to the second usage position R, and the
description thereof is therefore omitted. The third spring
member 54 is such that from the basic position P to the second
usage position R, the relative position about their axes
between the support shaft main body member 70 and the
support shaft auxiliary member 71 is constant in the first
support shaft 51. Therefore, the third spring member 54 simi-
larly functions as a retaining section which retains the relative
positional relationship about their axes between the support
shaft main body member 70 and the support shaft auxiliary
member 71.

Next, there is described a case where, from the state shown
in FIG. 32 and FIG. 33 where the first casing section 2 and the
second casing section 3 are in the basic position P, the opera-
tor gives the second casing section 3 an operating force
toward the other direction side T2 of the rotational direction,
to thereby rotate the second casing section 3 on the first main
surface 4 with respect to the first casing section 2. At this time,
as shown in FIG. 49A (inthe state similar to that of FIG. 43A),
in the first support shaft 51, the insertion section 75 of the
support shaft auxiliary member 71 is restricted from rela-
tively rotating with respect to the third slit 62 of the second slit
member 22. Consequently, as shown in FIG. 49B, the support
shaft auxiliary member 71, together with the second slit mem-
ber 22 fixed on the second casing section 3, rotates to the other
direction side T2 of the rotational direction. Moreover, as
shown in FIG. 49 A, the second shaft section 73 of the support
shaft main body member 70 is such that the engagement
protuberances 73a are arranged within the guide holes 715.
Consequently, the second shaft section 73 relatively rotates to
the one direction T1 side of the rotational direction with
respect to the insertion section 75 of the support shaft auxil-
iary member 71, until it has been brought to a state of being in
contact with the other end section 71d as shown in FIG. 49C,
from the state of being in contact with the one end section 71¢
of the guide hole 715 and through the state shown in FIG.
49B. Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 48 A (in the state similar
to that of FIG. 42A), the first shaft section 72 of the support
shaft main body member 70 is able to slide-move within the
first slit 61 in the direction along the slide section 63. Conse-
quently, as shown in FIG. 44 and FIG. 45, the second casing
section 3 is slide-rotated with respect to the first casing sec-
tion 2, while, in the first support shaft 51, the support shaft
auxiliary member 71 is slide-moved within the third slit 62
about the second support shaft 24, and the support shaft main
body member 70 is relatively rotated about its axis with
respect to the support shaft auxiliary member 72 and is slide-
moved within the first slit 61 at the same time with the relative
position about its axis being constant with respect to the first
slit 61.

As shown in FIG. 46 and FIG. 47, as with the first exem-
plary embodiment, when the second casing section 3 has
rotated by 90 degrees with respect to the first casing section 2,
the first support shaft 51 is restricted, at the other slit end 615
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of the first slit 61 and the one slit end 62a of the third slit 34,
from rotating. Furthermore, in the present exemplary
embodiment, in the first support shaft 51, the support shaft
auxiliary member 71 relatively rotates by 90 degrees with
respect to the support shaft main body member 70 as shown in
FIG. 48C, from the state shown in FIG. 48A and through the
state shown in FIG. 48B. In this state, the engagement protu-
berances 73a of the support shaft main body member 70 come
in contact with the other end section 714 of the guide holes
71b of the support shaft auxiliary member 71. Consequently,
rotation is restricted also by the engagement protuberances
73a and the guide holes 714.

In the state where the 90 degree rotation has been per-
formed with respect to the first casing section 2 from the basic
position P as described above, the first casing section 2 and
the second casing section 3 can be brought to the fourth usage
position U where they form a substantially T shape. The
function of the first spring member 27 and the second spring
member 28 is similar to that in the first exemplary embodi-
ment from the basic position P to the fourth usage position U,
and the description thereof is therefore omitted.

The third spring member 54 is such that in the first support
shaft 51, the direction of biasing the support shaft auxiliary
member 71 about its axis with respect to the support shaft
main body member 70 changes, according to the relative
position about their axes between the support shaft main body
member 70 and the support shaft auxiliary member 71. That
is to say, in the state of the basic position P, it functions as a
retaining section to retain the relative positional relationship
about its axis between the support shaft main body member
70 and the support shaft auxiliary member 71 as described
above. As mentioned above, when the second casing section
3 is slide-rotated to the other direction side T2 of the rota-
tional direction with respect to the first casing section 2, in the
first support shaft 51, the support shaft auxiliary member 71
relatively rotates about its axis with respect to the support
shaft main body member 70. As a result, the relative position
between the fifth supporting protuberance 71/ and the sixth
supporting protuberance 52¢, which respectively fix the third
spring member 54 at both of the ends 54a and 5454, also
changes. When a further slide-rotation is performed from the
state where the second casing section 3 has slide-moved by 45
degrees with respect to the first casing section 2 as shown in
FIG. 44, the relative positional relationship about its axis
between the fifth supporting protuberance 71/ and the sixth
supporting protuberance 52¢ is switched. As a result, the
direction about the axis biased by the third spring member 54
is switched. Consequently, the biasing force of the third
spring member 54 acts so that the support shaft auxiliary
member 71 rotates about its axis further with respect to the
support shaft main body member 70. Therefore, the third
spring member 54 functions as an auxiliary section for assist-
ing the operation. In the fourth usage position U, the biasing
force of the third spring member 54 acts so that the other end
section 71d of the guide hole 715 of the support shaft auxil-
iary member 71 and the engagement protuberance 73a of the
support shaft main body member 70 press against each other.
Therefore, the third spring member 54 functions as a retaining
section for retaining the state of the fourth usage position U.

Next, there is described a case where from the first usage
state Q, an operating force is given to slide-rotate the second
casing section 3 with respect to the first casing section 2. First,
in the state of the first usage position Q shown in FIG. 34 and
FIG. 35, an operating force is given so that the second casing
section 3 slide-rotates to the one direction side T1 of the
rotational direction with respect to the first casing section 2.
At this time, as shown in FIG. 36C, in the first support shaft
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51, the first shaft section 72 of the support shaft main body
member 70 is arranged within the slide section 63 of the first
slit 61 of the first slit member 21, and it is therefore restricted
from rotating. Moreover, as shown in FIG. 37C, the insertion
section 75 of the support shaft auxiliary member 71 is
arranged within the third slide section 62 of the second slit
member 22, and it is therefore restricted from rotating. Fur-
thermore, since the engagement protuberance 73a is in con-
tact with the one end section 71¢ of the guide hole 715, the
insertion section 75 of the support shaft auxiliary member 71
is restricted from rotating to the one direction side T1 of the
rotational direction with respect to the second shaft section 73
of'the support shaft main body member 70. Consequently, the
second slit member 22 fixed on the second casing section 3 is
unable to rotate about the first support shaft 51 toward the one
direction side T1 of the rotational direction with respect to the
first slit member 21 fixed on the first casing section 2. Since
the first support shaft 51 is engaged with the other slitend 615
of'the first slit 61 and with the one slit end 624 of the third slit
62, rotation about the second support shaft 24 while slide-
moving the first support shaft 51 is also impossible. As
described above, in the state of the first usage position Q, the
second casing section 3 is restricted from rotating to the one
direction side T1 of the rotational direction with respect to the
first casing section 2.

On the other hand, in the state of the first usage position Q
shown in FIG. 34 and FIG. 35, an operating force is given so
that the second casing section 3 slide-rotates to the other
direction side T2 of the rotational direction with respect to the
first casing section 2. At this time, even if an attempt is made
to move the first support shaft 51 about the second support
shaft 24 in the tangential line direction of the other direction
side T2 of the rotational direction, the first support shaft 51 is
engaged with the other slit end 615 of the first slit 61 and the
one slit end 62a of the third slit 62, and movement thereof is
restricted. On the other hand, if an attempt is made to move
the second support shaft 24 about the first support shaft 51 in
the tangential line direction on the other direction side T2 of
the rotational direction, the second support shaft 24 can rela-
tively move from the other slit end 325 of the second slit 32
toward the one slit end 32a, and from the one slit end 34a of
the fourth slit 34 to the other slit end 34a.

In the first support shaft 51, the support shaft main body
member 70 is restricted from rotating by the first slit 61 of the
first slit member 21 as shown in FIG. 36C. Moreover, the
support shaft auxiliary member 71 is restricted from rotating
by the second slit 62 of the second slit member 22 as shown in
FIG. 37C. Meanwhile, the support shaft auxiliary member 71
is able to relatively rotate only by 90 degrees to the other
direction side T2 of the rotational direction with respect to the
support shaft main body member 70, from the state where the
engagement protuberance 73« is in contact with the one end
section 71c¢ of the guide hole 715, to the state where it is in
contact with the other end section 71d. Consequently, the
second slit member 22 and the support shaft auxiliary mem-
ber 71 of the first support shaft 51 rotate with respect to the
first slit member 21 and the support shaft main body member
70 of the first support shaft 51, and it is thereby possible to
rotate the second casing section 3 about the first support shaft
51 to the other direction side T2 of the rotational direction
with respect to the first casing section 2. Thus, it can be
brought to the fourth usage position U shown in FIG. 46 and
FIG. 47. Moreover, by performing an operation opposite of
that in the above description, it is also possible to return from
the fourth usage position U to the first usage position Q.

As described above, according to the portable terminal 40
of the second exemplary embodiment, as shown in FIG. 22,
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the first casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 can
be set from the basic position P to the third usage position Q',
the first usage position Q, the second usage position R, and the
fourth usage position U respectively, as with the first exem-
plary embodiment. Moreover, it is also possible to perform
slide-rotation from the first usage position Q to the fourth
usage position U. Meanwhile, slide-rotation to the second
usage position R toward the opposite side is restricted by the
engagement protuberances 73a and the guide holes 715.
Thereby, it is possible to prevent erroneous operations such as
unintendedly rotating the second casing section 3 to the oppo-
site side to the required rotational direction with respect to the
first casing section 2, and consequently bringing it to the
second usage position R when the fourth usage position U
was intended. As a result, itis possible to further improve total
usability while maintaining a balance between convenience
and erroneous operations. There has been described a case of
performing slide-rotation from the first usage position Q in
the above description, however, slide-rotation from the third
usage position Q' is performed in a similar manner. That is to
say, while slide-rotation toward the one direction side T1 of
the rotational direction from the third usage position Q' to the
second usage position R is restricted, slide-rotation to the
other direction side T2 of the rotational direction can be
performed to bring the configuration to the fourth usage posi-
tion U.

In the present exemplary embodiment, while it is possible
to bring the configuration to the fourth usage position U from
the state of either the first usage position Q or the third usage
position Q', bringing it to the second usage position R there-
from is restricted. However, it is not limited to this. Based on
the relative positional relationship with the engagement pro-
tuberances 73a and the guide holes 715, while bringing the
configuration to the fourth usage position U is restricted, it
can be made possible to bring it to the second usage position
R.

Moreover, the second support shaft is also of a two-mem-
ber configuration including a support shaft main body mem-
ber and a support shaft auxiliary member, and it may be
provided with an engagement protuberance and guide hole.
With this type of configuration, in the state of the first usage
position Q and the third usage position Q', slide-rotation is
restricted to neither the one direction side T1 of the rotational
direction nor the other direction side T2. As aresult, only slide
movement in the movement direction S is allowed, and it can
be made possible to bring the configuration to the second
usage position R and the fourth usage position U only by
slide-rotation from the basic position P.

Third Exemplary Embodiment

Next, a third exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion is described. A portable communication terminal of the
third exemplary embodiment differs from the portable com-
munication terminal of the first exemplary embodiment in
that there is further provided an auxiliary shaft 123. With this
configuration, the portable communication terminal of the
third exemplary embodiment enables more secure connection
between the first casing section 2 and the second casing
section 3 when shifting from the basic position P to the first
usage position Q, and it enables improvement in the level of
so-called backlash prevention and forward-force-down
strength (the level of strength which a portable communica-
tion terminal can withstand when the terminal receives exter-
nal force from above while it is laid facing down in the state
of' the first usage position Q).
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FIG. 50 to FIG. 68C show the third exemplary embodiment
of the present invention. In this exemplary embodiment, the
common members used in the aforementioned exemplary
embodiment are given the same reference symbols, and
descriptions thereof are omitted.

There follows corresponding relationships between the
diagrams used in the description of the third exemplary
embodiment of the present invention, and the diagrams used
in the description of the first exemplary embodiment. FIG. 50
to FIG. 57 correspond to FIG. 6 to FIG. 13. F1G. 59 to FIG. 62
correspond to FIG. 14 to FIG. 17. FIG. 64 to FIG. 67 corre-
spond to FIG. 18 to FIG. 21. FIG. 58A to FIG. 58C, FIG. 63A
to FIG. 63C, and FIG. 68A to FIG. 68C show details of an
auxiliary shaft 123 provided in a portable communication
terminal 1 of the third exemplary embodiment.

The configuration of the portable communication terminal
1 according to the third exemplary embodiment is basically
similar to that of the portable communication terminal 1 of the
first exemplary embodiment. Therefore, descriptions of FIG.
50 to FIG. 57, FIG. 59 to FIG. 62, and FIG. 64 to FIG. 67 are
omitted.

As shown in FIG. 50 to FIG. 53 a slide mechanism 120 of
this exemplary embodiment includes an auxiliary shaft 123,
which is rotatably retained, and a third engagement member
125, in addition to the configuration of the slide mechanism
20 of the first exemplary embodiment.

In the first slit member 21 of the slide mechanism 120,
there is provided a fifth slit 131 formed so as to pass through
to both sides thereof. The fifth slit 131 has a first slitend 1314,
a second slit end 1315, a third slit end 131¢, and a fourth slit
end 131d. The fifth slit 131 is configured with a first slit
portion, a second slit portion, and a third slit portion. The first
slit portion of the fifth slit 131 is formed by a space which
connects the first slit end 131« and the second slit end 1315.
The second slit portion of the fifth slit 131 is formed by a
space which connects the first slit end 1314 and the third slit
end 131c¢. The third slit portion of the fifth slit 131 is formed
by a space which connects the first slit end 131a and the fourth
slit end 131d. The first slit portion in the fifth slit 131 is
parallel to the first slit 31 and the second slit 32.

The first slit portion of the fifth slit 131 serves as a move-
ment path of the auxiliary shaft 123 in the case of shifting
from the basic position P to the first usage position Q. The
second slit portion of the fifth slit 131 serves as a movement
path of the auxiliary shaft 123 in the case of shifting from the
basic position P to the second usage position R while taking
the first support shaft 23 as the center of rotation. The third slit
portion of the fifth slit 131 serves as a movement path of the
auxiliary shaft 123 in the case of shifting from the basic
position P to the third usage position U while taking the
second support shaft 24 as the center of rotation.

In the slit member 22 of the slide mechanism 120, there is
provided a sixth slit 132 formed so as to pass through to both
sides thereof. The sixth slit 132 has a first slit end 1324, a
second slit end 1325, a third slit end 132¢, and a fourth slit end
132d. The sixth slit 132 is configured with a first slit portion,
a second slit portion, and a third slit portion. The first slit
portion of the sixth slit 132 is formed by a space which
connects the first slit end 1324 and the second slit end 1324.
The second slit portion of the sixth slit 132 is formed by a
space which connects the first slit end 1324 and the third slit
end 132¢. The third slit portion of the sixth slit 132 is formed
by a space which connects the first slit end 1324 and the fourth
slit end 1324d. The first slit portion in the sixth slit 132 is
parallel to the third slit 33 and the fourth slit 34.

The first slit portion of the sixth slit 132 serves as a move-
ment path of the auxiliary shaft 123 in the case of shifting
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from the basic position P to the first usage position Q. The
second slit portion of the sixth slit 132 serves as a movement
path of the auxiliary shaft 123 in the case of shifting from the
basic position P to the second usage position R while taking
the first support shaft 23 as the center of rotation. The third slit
portion of the sixth slit 132 serves as a movement path of the
auxiliary shaft 123 in the case of shifting from the basic
position P to the third usage position U while taking the
second support shaft 24 as the center of rotation.

In the first exemplary embodiment, the first engagement
member 25 and the second engagement member 26 are fitted
respectively as a single component on the first support shaft
23 and the second support shaft 24. In the third exemplary
embodiment, as a means for obtaining a similar effect, the
first engagement member 25 and the second engagement
member 26 are respectively fitted on the first support shaft 23
and the second support shaft 24 with an E type retaining ring
176 and an E type retaining ring 177.

Similarly, the third engagement member 125 is fitted with
an E type retaining ring 178 on the auxiliary shaft 123 inserted
into the fifth slit 131 and the sixth slit 132.

As for the operations of the portable terminal I and the slide
mechanism 120 of the third exemplary embodiment, there are
described only points which differ from the first exemplary
embodiment.

The relationship between the auxiliary shaft 123, the fifth
slit 131, and the sixth slit 132 in the case where the first casing
section 2 and the second casing section 3 shift from the basic
position P to the first usage position Q, is described, with
reference to FIG. 58A to FIG. 58C.

As shown in FIG. 58A, the auxiliary shaft 123 in the basic
position P is restrained by the first slit end 131« of the fifth slit
131 and the first slit end 1324 of the sixth slit 132. As shown
in FIG. 58B, when the second slit member 22 moves in the
movement direction S, the auxiliary shaft 123 in the state of
being restrained by the first slit end 131a moves within the
sixth slit 132 from the first slit end 1324 until it has come in
contact with the second slit end 1325. Furthermore, having
contacted with the second slit end 1325, the auxiliary shaft
123 in the state of being restrained by the second slit end 1326
moves within the fifth slit 131 from the first slit end 131a to
the second slit end 13154. As aresult, as shown in FIG. 58C, in
the first usage position Q, the auxiliary shaft 123 is restrained
by the slit end 1315 and the slit end 1324.

The relationship between the auxiliary shaft 123, the fifth
slit 131, and the sixth slit 132 in the case where the first casing
section 2 and the second casing section 3 shift from the basic
position P to the second usage position R, is described, with
reference to FIG. 63A to FIG. 63C.

As shown in FIG. 63 A, the auxiliary shaft 123 in the basic
position P is restrained by the first slit end 131« of the fifth slit
131 and the first slit end 1324 of the sixth slit 132. As shown
in FIG. 63B, when the second slit member 22 slide-rotates to
the one direction side T1 of the rotational direction, the aux-
iliary shaft 123 in the state of being restrained by the first slit
end 1314 moves within the sixth slit 132 from the first slitend
1324 until it has come in contact with the third slit end 132c.
Furthermore, having contacted with the third slit end 132¢,
the auxiliary shaft 123 in the state of being restrained by the
third slit end 132¢ moves within the fifth slit 131 from the first
slit end 131a to the third slit end 131c. As a result, as shown
in FIG. 63C, in the second usage position R, the auxiliary
shaft 123 is restrained by the third slit end 131¢ and the third
slit end 132¢.

Next, the relationship between the auxiliary shaft 123, the
fifth slit 131, and the sixth slit 132 in the case where the first
casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 shift from the
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basic position P to the fourth usage position U, is described,
with reference to FIG. 68A to FIG. 68C.

As shown in FIG. 68A, the auxiliary shaft 123 in the basic
position P is restrained by the first slit end 131« of the fifth slit
131 and the first slit end 1324 of the sixth slit 132. As shown
in FIG. 68B, when the second slit member 22 slide-rotates to
the other direction side T2 of the rotational direction, the
auxiliary shaft 123 in the state of being restrained by the first
slit end 1314 moves within the sixth slit 132 from the first slit
end 1324 until it has come in contact with the fourth slit end
132d. Furthermore, having contacted with the fourth slit end
132d, the auxiliary shaft 123 in the state of being restrained by
the fourth slit end 1324 moves within the fifth slit 131 from
the first slit end 131a to the fourth slit end 131d. As a result,
as shown in FIG. 68C, in the fourth usage position U, the
auxiliary shaft 123 is restrained by the fourth slit end 1314
and the fourth slit end 1324.

As described above, in the third exemplary embodiment,
the auxiliary shaft 123, the fifth slit 131, and the sixth slit 132
are added to the slide mechanism 120, without impairing the
operation of the second casing section 3 with respect to the
first casing section 2 in the first exemplary embodiment. With
this configuration, when shifting from the basic position P to
the first usage position Q, the connection between the first
casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 is supported
atthree points by the first support shaft 23, the second support
shaft 24, and the auxiliary shaft 123, and as a result, the first
casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 can be
connected more securely. As a result, it is possible to improve
the level of so-called backlash prevention and forward-force-
down strength.

The slide mechanism of the third exemplary embodiment is
configured based on the slide mechanism of the first exem-
plary embodiment. However, a similar effect may be obtained
by applying a similar configuration to the slide mechanism of
the second exemplary embodiment.

Fourth Exemplary Embodiment

Next, a fourth exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion is described. A portable communication terminal of the
fourth exemplary embodiment differs from the portable com-
munication terminal of the first exemplary embodiment in
that there is further provided a lock mechanism 250. With this
configuration, the portable communication terminal of the
fourth exemplary embodiment enables more secure connec-
tion between the first casing section 2 and the second casing
section 3 when shifting from the basic position P to the first
usage position Q, and it enables improvement in the level of
so-called backlash prevention and forward-force-down
strength.

FIG. 69 to FIG. 88C show the fourth exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention. In this exemplary embodiment,
the common members used in the aforementioned exemplary
embodiment are given the same reference symbols, and
descriptions thereof are omitted.

There follows corresponding relationships between the
diagrams used in the description of the fourth exemplary
embodiment of the present invention, and the diagrams used
in the description of the first exemplary embodiment. FIG. 69
to FIG. 76 correspond to FIG. 6 to FIG. 13. FIG. 79 to FIG. 82
correspond to FIG. 14 to FIG. 17. FIG. 84 to FIG. 87 corre-
spond to FIG. 18 to FIG. 21. FIG. 77A to FIG. 77C, FIG. 78 A
to FIG. 78C, and F1G. 83A to FIG. 83C show details of a lock
mechanism 250 provided in a portable communication termi-
nal 1 of the fourth exemplary embodiment.
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The configuration of the portable communication terminal
1 according to the fourth exemplary embodiment is basically
similar to that of the portable communication terminal 1 of the
first exemplary embodiment. Therefore, descriptions of FIG.
69 to FIG. 76, F1G. 79 to FIG. 82, and FIG. 84 to FIG. 87 are
omitted.

As shown in FIG. 69 to FIG. 72, a slide mechanism 220 of
this exemplary embodiment includes a lock mechanism 250
and rail members 233 in addition to the slide mechanism 20 of
the first exemplary embodiment. In the first slit member 21,
there is provided a lock receiving section 231 formed so as to
pass through to both sides thereof. The lock receiving section
231 receives a lock member 254.

In the first exemplary embodiment, the first engagement
member 25 and the second engagement member 26 are fitted
respectively as a single component on the first support shaft
23 and the second support shaft 24. In the fourth exemplary
embodiment, as a means for obtaining a similar effect, a first
engagement member 225 and a second engagement member
226 are respectively fitted on the first support shaft 23 and the
second support shaft 24 with an E type retaining ring 176 and
an E type retaining ring 177.

The lock mechanism 250 includes a first slide member 251,
a second slide member 252, a rotation shaft 253, a lock
member 254, a spacer 255, a gear member 256, and a fourth
spring member 257.

The first slide member 251 has a seventh supporting pro-
tuberance 251a, a contact section 2515, and a bearing section
251c. In the first slit member 251, there is provided an open-
ing section 251d formed so as to pass through to both sides
thereof. The seventh supporting protuberance 251q is of a
substantially columnar shape. The contact section 2515 is of
an inclined surface which is inclined with respect to the
movement direction S of the first engagement member 225.
The bearing section 251¢ retains the rotation shaft 253 rotat-
ably.

The second slide member 252 has an eighth supporting
protuberance 252a, a contact section 2525, and a gear section
252c¢. The eighth supporting protuberance 252a is of a sub-
stantially columnar shape. The contact section 25254 is of an
inclined surface which is inclined with respect to the move-
ment direction S of the second engagement member 226. The
gear section 252¢ is a rack having teeth linearly attached
thereon, and the circular gear member 256 interlocks there-
with and rolls thereon.

The rail members 233 are provided on the second slit
member 22.

The direction along the short edge 85 of the second casing
section 3 is referred to as a second movement direction V. The
movement direction S and the second movement direction V
may be orthogonal to each other. The lock mechanism 250 is
retained on the second slit member 22 by the rail members
233 so0 as to be capable of moving in the second movement
direction V.

As the fourth spring member 257, a torsion coil spring is
used for example.

The first spring member 257 is such that one end 257a
thereof is fixed on the second slit member 252, and other end
2575 thereof is fixed on the first support shaft 251. More
specifically, the one end 2574 of the fourth spring member
257 is wound on the eighth supporting protuberance 252a,
and is attached thereon so as to be capable of rotating about
the seventh supporting protuberance 252a. The other end
257a of the fourth spring member 257 is wound on the sev-
enth supporting protuberance 251a, and is attached thereon so
as to be capable of rotating about the seventh supporting
protuberance 251a.
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The seventh supporting protuberance 251a and the eighth
supporting protuberance 252a are provided in positions dis-
tanced from each other in the second movement direction V.
The eighth supporting protuberance 2524 and the seventh
supporting protuberance 251a are biased by the fourth spring
member 257 so as to increase the distance therebetween.

The rotational direction which takes the center axis of the
rotation shaft 253 as the rotation center thereof, is referred to
as a second rotational direction. The rotational direction of
the rotation shaft 253 when the second slide member 252
relatively approaches the first slide member 251, is referred to
as one direction side W1 of the second rotational direction.
Moreover, the rotational direction of the rotation shaft 253
when the second slide member 252 relatively moves away
from the first slide member 251, is referred to as an other,
second rotational direction side W1 of the second rotational
direction.

On the rotation shaft 253, there are fixed, by an E type
retaining ring, the gear member 256 and the lock member
254. The gear member 256 and the rotation member 254 are
respectively attached on the rotation shaft 253 so as to be
unable to relatively rotate with respect to the rotation shaft
253. Therefore, if the rotation shaft 253 rotates, the gear
member 256 and the lock member 254 rotate to follow this
rotation. Therefore, if the gear member 256 rolls on and
moves on the gear section 252¢, the lock member 254 rotates
and follows this movement. To compare with the basic posi-
tion P, in the first usage position Q, the rotation shaft 253 and
the lock member 254 are set to rotate by 90 degrees to the one
direction side W1 of the second rotational direction.

In the second slit member 21, there is provided an opening
section 260 formed so as to pass through to both sides thereof.
The opening section 251d of the first slide member 251, the
opening section 260 of the second slit member 22, and the
lock receiving section 231 of the first slit member 21 are
respectively provided so that the lock member 254, the first
slide member 251, the second slit member 22, and the first slit
member 21 do not come in contact with the lock member 254
when the lock member 254 rotates by 90 degrees in the one
direction W1 of the second rotational direction. The opening
section 2514 of the first slide member 251, the opening sec-
tion 260 of the second slit member 22, and the lock receiving
section 231 of the first slit member 21 are respectively posi-
tioned immediately below the lock member 254 in the state of
the first usage position Q.

In the first usage position Q, the lock member 254 projects
to a surface side of the first slit member 21 opposing to the first
main surface 4 of the first casing section 2, through the open-
ing section 2514 of the first slide member 251, the opening
section 260 of the second slit member 22, and the lock receiv-
ing section 231, which is an opening section of the first slit
member 21. More specifically, the lock member 254 projects
to this surface side of the first slit member 21 so as to sand-
wich the first slit member 21 and the second slit member 22 in
the concave section thereof. Meanwhile, in the basic position
P, the second usage position R, and the third usage position Q,
the lock member 254 is positioned on a surface side of the
second slit member 22 opposing to the slide surface 7 of the
second casing section 3. That is to say, the lock member 254
does not project to the face side of the first slit member 21
opposing to the first main surface 4 of the first casing section

As for the operations of the portable terminal 1 and the
slide mechanism 220 of the fourth exemplary embodiment,
there are described only points which differ from the first
exemplary embodiment.
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The operation of the lock mechanism 250 in the case where
the first casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 shift
from the basic position P to the first usage position Q, is
described, with reference to FIG. 77A to FIG. 77C and FIG.
78A to FIG. 78C.

When the first casing section 2 and the second casing
section 3 are in the basic position P, the lock mechanism 250
is not in contact with neither the first engagement member
225 northe second engagement member 226 as shown in FIG.
77A. Accordingly, in the basic position P, the lock mechanism
250 is brought to the state shown in FIG. 78 A and FIG. 78B.

There is described the state of the lock mechanism 250
where the first casing section 2 and the second casing section
3 are in the middle of shifting from the basic position P to the
first usage position Q. In this case, as shown in FIG. 77B, in
the lock mechanism 250, a contact section 2255 of the first
engagement member 225 and a contact section 2515 of the
first slide member 251 come in contact with each other, and
similarly, a contact section 2265 of the second engagement
member 226 and a contact section 2525 of the second slide
member 252 come in contact with each other. When the
contact section 225b and the contact section 2265 further
move in the advancing direction (movement direction S), a
force is applied to the lock mechanism 250 respectively from
the contact section 22556 and the contact section 22654, in a
direction of reducing the distance between the first slide
member 251 and the second slide member 252. Conse-
quently, the first slide member 251 and the second slide
member 252 approach to each other in the second movement
direction V along the rail members 233, against the force
generated by the spring member 257. In response to this, the
gear member 256 in contact with the gear section 252c¢,
together with the lock member 254, enter the lock receiving
section 231 while rotating about the rotation shaft 253 to the
one direction side W1 of the second rotational direction,
sandwiching the first slit member 21 and the second slit
member 22. Accordingly, in the first usage position Q, the
lock mechanism 250 is brought to the state shown in FIG. 78C
and FIG. 78D.

The operation of the lock mechanism 250 in the case where
the first casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 shift
from the basic position P to the second usage position R, is
described, with reference to FIG. 83A to FIG. 83C.

When the first casing section 2 and the second casing
section 3 are in the basic position P, the lock mechanism 250
is brought to the state shown in FIG. 83A as with the state
described above.

There is described the state of the lock mechanism 250
where the first casing section 2 and the second casing section
3 are in the middle of shifting from the basic position P to the
second usage position R. In this state, as shown in FIG. 83B,
the contact section 2265 of the second engagement member
226 and the contact section 2525 of the second slide member
252 come in contact with each other. Consequently, the sec-
ond slide member 252 moves along the rail members 232 in
the second movement direction V. At this time, the contact
section 2255 of the first engagement member 225 and the
contact section 25154 of the first slide member 251 are not in
contact with each other. Therefore, the first slide member 251
is able to move in the second movement direction V. As a
result, the lock mechanism 250 moves in the second move-
ment direction V while the positional relationship between
the first slide member 251 and the second slide member 252
is retained by the spring member 257. Since the entire lock
mechanism 250 moves in the second movement direction V in
this manner, the lock member 254 does not rotate in the one
direction W1 of the second rotational direction. Conse-
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quently, in the second usage position R, the lock mechanism
250 is brought to the state shown in FIG. 83C.

The operation of the lock mechanism 250 in the case where
the first casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 shift
from the basic position P to the fourth usage position U, is
described, with reference to FIG. 88A to FIG. 88C.

When the first casing section 2 and the second casing
section 3 are in the basic position P, the lock mechanism 250
is brought to the state shown in FIG. 88A as with the state
described above.

There is described the state of the lock mechanism 250
where the first casing section 2 and the second casing section
3 are in the middle of shifting from the basic position P to the
fourth usage position U. In this state, as shown in FIG. 88B,
the contact section 2255 of the first engagement member 225
and the contact section 2515 of the first slide member 251
come in contact with each other. Consequently, the first slide
member 251 moves along the rail members 233 in the second
movement direction V. At this time, the contact section 2265
of the second engagement member 226 and the contact sec-
tion 2525 of the second slide member 252 are not in contact
with each other. Therefore, the second slide member 252 is
able to move in the second movement direction V. As a result,
the lock mechanism 250 moves in the second movement
direction V while the positional relationship between the first
slide member 251 and the second slide member 252 is
retained by the spring member 257. Since the entire lock
mechanism 250 moves in the second movement directionV in
this manner, the lock member 254 does not rotate in the one
direction W1 of the rotational direction. Consequently, in the
fourth usage position U, the lock mechanism 250 is brought to
the state shown in FIG. 88C.

As described above, in the fourth exemplary embodiment,
the lock mechanism 250 and the lock receiving section 231
are added to the slide mechanism 220, without impairing the
operation of the second casing section 3 with respect to the
first casing section 2 in the first exemplary embodiment. With
this configuration, when shifting from the basic position P to
the first usage position Q, the connection between the first
casing section 2 and the second casing section 3 is supported
atthree points by the first support shaft 23, the second support
shaft 24, and the lock member 254, and as a result, the first
casing Section 2 and the second casing section 3 can be
connected more securely. As a result, it is possible to improve
the level of so-called backlash prevention and forward-force-
down strength.

The slide mechanism of the fourth exemplary embodiment
is configured based on the slide mechanism of the first exem-
plary embodiment. However, a similar effect may be obtained
by applying a similar configuration to the slide mechanism of
the second exemplary embodiment.

The exemplary embodiments of the present invention have
been described in detail with reference to the diagrams. How-
ever, the specific configuration is not limited to these exem-
plary embodiments, and it may include design modifications
without departing from the scope of the present invention.

The present application claims priority on Japanese Patent
Application No. 2008-222680, filed Aug. 29, 2008, and Japa-
nese Patent Application No. 2009-068724, filed Mar. 19,
2009, the contents of which are incorporated herein by refer-
ence.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

The present invention may be applied to a slide mecha-
nism, a portable communication terminal provided with the
slide mechanism, and a slide movement method. According
to this slide mechanism, the portable communication termi-
nal provided with the slide mechanism, and the slide move-
ment method, it is possible, with only a single operation, to
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relatively slide-move casing sections respectively from the
position of a basic position to other positions of different
usage states.

REFERENCE SYMBOLS

1, 40 Portable terminal

2 First casing section

3 Second casing section

4 First main surface (one surface)

5 First operation section (operation section)

7 Slide surface (one surface)

11 Display screen section

20, 50 Slide mechanism

21 First slit member

22 Second slit member

23, 51 First support shaft

24 Second support shaft

27 First spring member (retaining section)

28 Second spring member (retaining section)

31, 61 First slit

32 Second slit

33, 62 Third slit

34 Fourth slit

54 Third spring member (retaining section)

63 Slide section

64 Wide width section

65 Stopper section

70 Support shaft main body member

71 Support shaft auxiliary member

715 Guide hole

73a Engagement protuberance

120, 220 Slide mechanism

123 Auxiliary shaft

125 Third engagement member

131 Fifth slit

132 Sixth slit

225 First engagement member

225b Contact section

226 Second engagement member

2265 Contact section

231 Lock receiving section

233 Rail member

250 Lock mechanism

251 First slide member

2515 Contact section

252 Second slide member

252b Contact section

252¢ Gear section

253 Rotation shaft

254 Lock member

256 Gear member

257 Spring member

P Basic position

Q First usage position

Q' Third usage position

R Second usage position

S Movement direction (first movement direction)

T1 One direction side of the rotational direction (One direc-
tion side of the second rotational direction)

T2 Other direction side of the rotational direction (Other
direction side of the second rotational direction)

U Fourth usage position

V Second movement direction

W1 One direction side of the rotational direction

‘W2 Other direction side of the rotational direction
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The invention claimed is:

1. A slide mechanism provided between a first casing sec-
tion and a second casing section arranged so that one surfaces
thereof face each other, and that is capable of, with respect to
the first casing section, relatively moving the second casing
section, on the one surface of the first casing section, from a
basic position, the slide mechanism comprising:

a first slit which extends along a predetermined linear
movement direction on the one surface of the first casing
section;

a second slit which extends in parallel with the first slit on
the one surface of the first casing section;

a third slit which extends on the one surface of the second
casing section so as to correspond to the first slit;

a fourth slit which extends on the one surface of the second
casing section so as to correspond to the second slit;
afirst support shaft which is inserted in the first slit and the
third slit, is rotatable about its axis with respect to at least
either one of'the first slit and the third slit, and is movable

along the first slit and the third slit; and

a second support shaft which is inserted in the second slit
and the fourth slit, is rotatable about its axis with respect
to at least either one ofthe second slit and the fourth slit,
and is movable along the second slit and the fourth slit.

2. The slide mechanism according to claim 1,

movement of the first support shaft, and a slit end of at least
either one of the second slit and the fourth slit restricts
movement of the second support shaft, so that the
amount of movement in the movement direction and the
rotation angle about the axis of each of the first support
shaft and the second support shaft are restricted.

3. The slide mechanism according to claim 1, further com-

prising:

a retaining section which retains at least either one of the
first support shaft and the second support shaft while it is
in a state of being positioned at a slit end of correspond-
ing one of at least either one of the first slit and the third
slit, or at least either one of the second slit and the fourth
slit.

4. The slide mechanism according to claim 3,

wherein the retaining section is a biasing member which
biases at least either one of the first support shaft and the
second support shaft toward the slit end of the corre-
sponding one of at least either one of the first slit and the
third slit, or at least either one of the second slit and the
fourth slit.

5. The slide mechanism according to claim 1 wherein:

the first slit and the second slit are formed in a first slit
member fixed on the first casing section; and

the third slit and the fourth slit are formed in a second slit
member fixed on the second casing section.

6. The slide mechanism according to claim 1,

wherein in at least either one of the first support shaft and
the second support shaft, a through hole is formed,
inside which a conductive wire for electrically connect-
ing between the first casing section and the second cas-
ing section can be inserted.

7. The slide mechanism according to claim 1,

wherein either one of the first support shaft and the second
support shaft includes an oval rotation restriction section
which is inserted into two corresponding slits, either the
first slit and the third slit or the second slit and the fourth
slit, and which includes a minor diameter approximately
equal to a width of the slit to be inserted, and a major
diameter greater than the width of'the silt to be inserted.
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8. The slide mechanism according to claim 1, wherein:

either one slit in at least either one pair of the first slit and
the third slit, and the second slit and the fourth slit,
includes a slide section which extends along the move-
ment direction on corresponding one surface of the first
casing section or the second casing section, and a wide
width section which is formed with a wide width, at a
position on the slide section serving as a rotation center;
and

the first support shaft or the second support shaft corre-
sponding to the either slit, includes: a support shaft main
body member having a rotation restriction section which
isrotatably inserted in the wide width section in the basic
position, and is able to move forward and backward in
the movement direction within the slide section while
rotation thereof is restricted; and a supporting auxiliary
member which is concentrically arranged so as to be
able to rotate about its axis to only one direction side
from a state of the basic position with respect to the
support shaft main body, is able to move forward and
backward in the movement direction within the other
corresponding slit while rotation thereof is restricted.

9. The slide mechanism according to claim 8, further com-

prising:

an engagement protuberance which is provided on either
one of the support shaft main body member and the
support shaft auxiliary member; and

a guide hole which is provided along a circumferential
direction of the other of the support shaft main body
member and the support shaft auxiliary member, and in
which the engagement protuberance is inserted so as to
be able to move forward and backward along the cir-
cumferential direction,

wherein the engagement protuberance engages with one
end section of the guide hole, so that the support shaft
main body member and the support shaft auxiliary mem-
ber are restricted from rotating about their axes to an
other direction from the basic position, and the engage-
ment protuberance engages with an other end section of
the guide hole, so that the support shaft main body
member and the support shaft auxiliary member are
restricted from rotating about their axes to one direction.

10. The slide mechanism according to claim 8,

wherein on the wide width section of the slit section, a
stopper section is provided which restricts the rotation
restriction section of the support shaft main body mem-
ber at a predetermined rotation position.

11. The slide mechanism according to claim 10,

wherein the stopper section restrict the support shaft main
body member so as to be rotatable only in one direction
from an orientation in which it is able to move forward
and backward within the slide section, and restricts the
support shaft main body member so as to be rotatable in
the one direction to the rotation position.

12. A portable communication terminal comprising:

a slide mechanism according to claim 1, and

the first casing section and the second casing connected by
the slide mechanism so as to be movable relatively,

an operation section is provided on the one surface of one
of the first casing section and the second casing section,
and a display screen section is provided on an other
surface on the opposite side of the one surface of the
other one.

13. A slide movement method for relatively moving a sec-

ond casing section on one surface of the first casing section
with respect to a first casing section, the second casing section
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arranged so that one surface of the second casing section is
opposed to a the one surface of the first casing section, the
method comprising:
relatively rotating the second casing section with respect to
the first casing section, about a first support shaft serving
as a predetermined rotation center on the one surface of
the first casing section;
moving a second support shaft within a first slit at the same
time as relatively rotating the second casing section, the
first slit extending along a predetermined linear move-
ment direction on the one surface of the first casing
section, a position of the second support shaft differing
from a position of the first support shaft; and
moving the second support shaft axis within a second slitat
the same time as relatively rotating the second casing
section, the second slit extending on the one surface of
the second casing section so as to correspond to the first
slit.
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