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DRIVING CIRCUIT FOR ELECTRO 
OPTICAL APPARATUS, DRIVING METHOD 
FOR ELECTRO-OPTICAL APPARATUS, 
ELECTRO-OPTICAL APPARATUS, AND 

ELECTRONIC APPARATUS 

This application is a divisional of Ser. No. 09/355,203 
filed Sep. 13, 1999, now U.S. Pat. No. 6,377,235 which is a 
371 of PCT/JP98/01477 filed Mar. 31, 1998. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a technical field pertain 

ing to an active matrix drive type liquid crystal device driven 
by thin film transistors (hereinafter referred to as “TFT" as 
necessary) or the like, a driving circuit of an electro-optical 
apparatus based on electroluminescence or the like, an 
electro-optical apparatus equipped with the driving circuit, a 
driving method for an electro-optical apparatus, and an 
electronic apparatus employing the electro-optical apparatus 
and, more particularly, related to a technical field pertaining 
to peripheral circuits Such as a Scanning line driving circuit 
and a data line driving circuit of a liquid crystal device 
Suitably used as a light valve or the like for a liquid crystal 
projector. 

2. Description of Related Art 
Hitherto, when a liquid crystal device is employed as the 

light valve for this type of liquid crystal projector, there are 
Single-chip type in which only one liquid crystal device that 
is colored (i.e., a color filter is formed on an opposed 
Substrate) is employed, and multi-chip type in which three 
colorless (i.e., no color filter is formed) liquid crystal devices 
for R, G, and B, respectively, are employed. The Single-chip 
type has a simpler constitution, however, the multiple-chip 
type is more advantageous in that it provides a brighter 
display Screen and higher image quality. According to the 
multi-chip type, the three color light rays which have been 
Separately light-modulated by three liquid crystal devices 
are compounded into a Single projection light ray through a 
prism or dichroic mirror, then projected on a Screen. 

Thus, when the light rays are merged through a prism or 
the like, as shown in FIG. 16, for example, while light R and 
light B are reflected by a prism 502 after the modulation 
through three RGB three light valves 500R, 500G, and 
500B, light G is not reflected by the prism 502. This means 
that the number of light inversions of light G is smaller by 
one. This phenomenon naturally applies when the optical 
System is configured Such that light R or light B in place of 
light G is not reflected by the prism 502; this phenomenon 
also takes place when trichromatic light is compounded 
using a dichroic mirror or the like. Hence, in Such a case, it 
is necessary to horizontally invert the display image related 
to light G in Some form. 
On the other hand, for a commercial Strategic reason, 

there are cases where a single-chip or multi-chip type liquid 
crystal projector is preferably designed as a floor mounting 
type So that it can be installed on a floor as a typical 
installation and also as a banging type which is mounted on 
a ceiling upside down. In this case, even for the Single-chip 
type, it is necessary to horizontally or vertically invert the 
display imageS Supplied to a liquid crystal device according 
to how the projector is installed. There is another case as in 
the liquid crystal monitor, which is a Single-chip liquid 
crystal device, of a portable Video camera where the liquid 
crystal is required to be inverted about, for example, a 
flexible joint, according to the Videotaping posture of a user 
thereof. 
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2 
Conventionally, therefore, an image Signal processing IC 

for Supplying image Signals in a predetermined format to a 
data line driving circuit of a liquid crystal device has been 
used to generate and Supply, for each field, an image Signal 
for handling images obtained by Vertically or horizontally 
inverting original pictures, e.g., only for the image Signal of 
G or of all image Signals for all colors. This is convenient 
because it obviates the need for adding any change to the 
liquid crystal device or the peripheral circuits thereof. 

Or, conventionally, in the case of the multi-chip type 
liquid crystal projector as described above, for example, in 
order to compound the light rays of the three colors, a liquid 
crystal device in which the Scanning direction is horizontally 
inverted as compared to the liquid crystal devices for R and 
the liquid crystal device for B is employed as the liquid 
crystal device for G. 

According to the conventional method wherein the image 
Signal processing IC is employed to Vertically or horizon 
tally invert display images as described above, however, 
excessive load would be placed on the image Signal pro 
cessing IC to respond to the recent demand for higher image 
quality and would be impractical. 

Furthermore, the method using the liquid crystal device in 
which the Scanning direction is inverted vertically or hori 
Zontally poses the following problems. In general, a Scan 
ning line driving circuit or a data line driving circuit has a 
unidirectional Shift register which has a fixed direction of 
transfer and it is constituted So that it Supplies a Scanning 
Signal or an image signal in line Sequence or dot Sequence 
according to the transfer Signals generated by the unidirec 
tional shift register thereby to perform vertical or lateral 
Scanning on a display Screen. Hence, in the case of the 
multi-chip type liquid crystal projector, in order to use a 
liquid crystal device with inverted Scanning direction, it is 
required to fabricate two types of liquid crystal devices, 
namely, an R-shift type liquid crystal device having its shift 
register designed Such that the data line driving circuit Scans 
from left to right in relation to a display image and an L-shift 
type liquid crystal device having its shift register designed 
Such that the data line driving circuit Scans from right to left 
in relation to the display image. It is obviously disadvanta 
geous for a manufacturer to fabricate Such two types of 
liquid crystal devices in, for example, the manufacturing 
process or the like of TFT by a semiconductor manufactur 
ing equipment or the like. Also for the users, there would be 
a problem in that there is no compatibility between the 
Similar liquid crystal devices and the individual devices can 
be used only as their types, posing a problem in practical 
use. Further, the liquid crystal devices with the fixed Scan 
ning directions cannot achieve the liquid crystal monitors for 
the liquid crystal projectors which can be used as the 
floor-mounting type or the ceiling hanging type as men 
tioned previously or for the portable video cameras with 
inverting Screens. 

In addition, when Scanning Signals or image Signals are 
Supplied to a data line or a group of data lines in accordance 
with the transfer Signals from the shift registers, preceding 
image Signal components are written due to the Superimpo 
Sition or the like of preceding or following image Signals 
Supplied to an adjacent data line or an adjacent group of data 
lines, causing ghosts or uneven images. This problem 
becomes conspicuous in a high-frequency drive environ 
ment. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention has been made with a view toward 
Solving the problems described above, and it is an object of 
the present invention to provide a driving circuit of an 
electro-optical apparatus for an liquid crystal device or the 
like which permits easy lateral or vertical inversion of the 
directions of horizontal Scanning or vertical Scanning by 
using a relative simple constitution, an electro-optical appa 
ratus equipped with the driving circuit, and electronic appa 
ratus equipped with the electro-optical apparatus. 
To Solve the aforesaid problems, a driving circuit for a 

liquid crystal device is made as a driving circuit for an 
electro-optical apparatus which has a plurality of data lines 
to which an image Signal is Supplied, a plurality of Scanning 
lines to which a Scanning Signal is Supplied, a Switching 
means connected to the respective data lines and the respec 
tive Scanning lines, and a pixel electrode connected to the 
Switching means, and the driving circuit is comprised of a 
Sampling circuit for Sampling and Supplying the image 
Signal to the data lines and a first bidirectional Shift register 
which has odd number of output Stages for Supplying a first 
transfer Signal to the Sampling circuit; wherein the respec 
tive output Stages of the first bidirectional shift register are 
fixed in forward direction or reverse direction in accordance 
with the binary level of a first direction control Signal, and 
the first transfer Signal is Supplied in Sequence from the 
respective output Stages of the first bidirectional shift reg 
ister in the fixed transfer direction in accordance with a first 
clock signal. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, first, regarding data line driving means, as a first 
case, when a first direction control signal having one of the 
levels of the binary level is applied to the first bidirectional 
shift register from outside, the transfer direction in a first 
gate means provided at the respective Stages of the first 
bidirectional shift register is fixed in the forward direction 
(e.g. in the direction from left to right) or the reverse 
direction (e.g. in the direction from right to left). Under this 
condition, the first transfer Signal is transferred to the 
following Stage of the first bidirectional shift register each 
time after the change of the binary level of the first clock 
Signal with a predetermined cycle. Hence, the first bidirec 
tional shift register functions as a unidirectional shift regis 
ter. On the other hand, as a Second case, when the first 
directional control Signal having the other level of the binary 
level is supplied to the first bidirectional shift register from 
outside, the transfer direction in the first gate means pro 
Vided at each Stage of the first bidirectional shift register is 
fixed in the reverse direction of the above mentioned first 
case. In this State, each time after the change of the binary 
level of the first clock signal with the predetermined cycle, 
feedback is applied to the first transfer Signal by the respec 
tive first gate means, and the first transfer Signal which has 
been subjected to the feedback is transferred to the following 
Stage of the first bidirectional shift register. Accordingly, the 
first bidirectional shift register functions as a unidirectional 
shift register which has the reverse transfer direction of the 
first case. 

Provided that the first bidirectional shift register is a 
bidirectional Shift register composed of even number of 
output Stages, the first transfer signal, which is output from 
the first output stage (e.g. the leftmost or rightmost output 
stage) of the first bidirectional shift register would be 
inverted according as whether the transfer direction is the 
forward direction or the reverse direction. For this reason, in 
order to actually reverse the transfer direction, it is not 
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4 
sufficient to merely change the binary level of the first 
directional control Signal; it is also required to invert the first 
clock signal (e.g. to invert the phase). Therefore, it would be 
necessary to provide a mechanism or control for Switching 
the first clock signal in a picture Signal processing IC or the 
like, resulting in a marked disadvantage in constitution and 
control of the apparatus. 

In the present invention, however, the data line driving 
means in particular comprises a first bidirectional shift 
register which has odd number of output stages. Hence, 
regardless of whether the transfer direction is forward or 
reverse, the transfer Signal output from the first output stage 
(e.g. the leftmost or rightmost output stage) of the first 
bidirectional shift register will be the Same signal. It means 
that inverting the transfer direction requires only the change 
of the binary level of the first direction control signal but not 
requires the inversion of the first clock signal. 

Thus, without the need for Switching the first clock Signal, 
image Signals are Sequentially Supplied to an odd number of 
groups of data lines by the data line driving means being in 
the first direction, which is fixable depending on the first 
direction control Signal level, or in the reverse direction 
thereof and also being based on the first transfer Signal, 
which is Sequentially output from the respective output 
Stages of the first bidirectional shift register. 
AS a result, according to the driving circuit of the electro 

optical apparatus, the horizontal Scanning direction of the 
display image in the liquid crystal device can be easily 
inverted horizontally merely by changing the level of the 
first direction control Signal. 

In order to solve the problems mentioned above, the 
driving circuit for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a 
driving circuit for an electro optical apparatus, which has a 
plurality of data lines to which an image Signal is Supplied, 
a plurality of Scanning lines to which a Scanning Signal is 
Supplied, Switching means connected to the respective data 
lines and the respective Scanning lines, and a pixel electrode 
connected to the Switching means, and the driving circuit is 
comprised of a Second bidirectional shift register which has 
an odd number of output Stages for Supplying a Second 
transfer Signal to the Scanning lines, wherein each Stage of 
the second bidirectional shift register is fixed in forward 
direction or reverse direction in accordance with the binary 
level of a Second direction control Signal, and the Second 
transfer Signal is Supplied in Sequence from the respective 
output Stages of the Second bidirectional Shift register in the 
fixed transfer direction in accordance with of a Second clock 
Signal. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, on one hand, image Signals are Supplied to the 
data lines by data line driving means. 
On the other hand, regarding Scanning line driving means, 

as a first case, when a Second direction control Signal having 
one of the levels of the binary level is applied to the second 
bidirectional shift register from outside, the transfer direc 
tion in a Second gate means provided at each Stage of the 
second bidirectional shift register is fixed in the forward 
direction (e.g. in the direction from top to bottom) or the 
reverse direction (e.g. in the direction from bottom to top). 
In this State, each time after the change of the binary level 
of the Second clock signal with the predetermined cycle, 
feedback is applied to the Second transfer Signal by the 
respective Second gate means, and then the Second transfer 
Signal which has been Subjected to the feedback is trans 
ferred to the following Stage. Accordingly, the Second bidi 
rectional shift register functions as a unidirectional shift 
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register. Contrarily, as a Second case, when a Second direc 
tion control signal having the other level of the binary level 
is applied to the Second bidirectional shift register from 
outside, the transfer direction in the Second gate means 
provided at each Stage of the Second bidirectional shift 
register is fixed in the reverse direction of the aforesaid first 
case. In this State, each time after the change of the binary 
level of the Second clock Signal with the predetermined 
cycle, feedback is applied to the Second transfer Signal by 
the respective Second gate means, and the Second transfer 
Signal which has been Subjected to the feedback is trans 
ferred to the following Stage. Accordingly, the Second bidi 
rectional shift register functions as a unidirectional shift 
register which has a reverse transfer direction from that in 
the aforesaid case. 

AS in the case of the data line driving means as mentioned 
above, in the present invention, the Scanning line driving 
means is composed of the Second bidirectional shift register 
which has an odd number of output Stages. Accordingly, 
regardless of whether the transfer direction is forward or 
reverse, the transfer Signal output from the first output stage 
(e.g. the output stage at the top end or the bottom end) of the 
Second bidirectional shift register will be the Same Signal. 
This means that inverting the transfer direction requires only 
the change of the binary level of the Second direction control 
Signal but does not require the inversion of the Second clock 
Signal. 

Thus, without the need for Switching the Second clock 
Signal, Scanning Signals are Supplied Sequentially to the 
Scanning lines by the Scanning line driving means being in 
the Second direction, which is fixable depending on the 
Second direction control Signal level, or the reverse direction 
thereof and also being based on the Second transfer signal, 
which is Sequentially output from the respective output 
Stages of the Second bidirectional shift register. 
AS a result, according to the driving circuit, the vertical 

Scanning direction of the display image in the liquid crystal 
device can be easily inverted vertically merely by changing 
the level of the Second direction control Signal. 
To solve the problems described above, a driving circuit 

for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving circuit 
for an electro-optical apparatus, wherein a plurality of the 
data lines are comprised of data line groups, each of which 
contains a plurality of data lines adjacent each other, wherein 
the first transfer Signal is output in Sequence from the 
respective output Stages of the first bidirectional shift reg 
ister to an odd number of data line groups in the transfer 
direction of the first direction or the reverse direction of the 
first direction, and image signal is Supplied in Sequence for 
each data line groups based on the first transfer Signal. 

According to the driving circuit of the electro-optical 
apparatus, data line driving means is composed of the first 
bidirectional shift register which has an odd numbered 
output Stages. Hence, regardless whether the transfer direc 
tion is forward the reverse, the transfer Signal output from 
the first output stage (e.g. the leftmost or rightmost output 
stage) from the first bidirectional shift register will be the 
Same Signal. This means that inverting the transfer direction 
requires only the change of the binary level of the first 
direction control Signal but does not require the inversion of 
the first clock signal. As a result, the horizontal Scanning 
direction in a liquid crystal device can be easily inverted 
horizontally merely by changing the levels of the first and 
the Second direction control Signals. 
To Solve the problems mentioned above, a driving circuit 

for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving circuit 
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6 
for the electro-optical apparatus, wherein the pulse width of 
the first transfer Signal output from an odd-numbered Stage 
of the first bidirectional shift register is determined to be the 
Same as a predetermined first pulse width by a first wave 
form selector circuit, while the pulse width of the first 
transfer Signal output from an even-numbered Stage of the 
first bidirectional shift register is determined to be a same as 
a predetermined Second pulse width by a Second waveform 
Selector circuit. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, the pulse width of the first transfer Signal output 
from an odd-numbered stage of the first bidirectional shift 
register is restricted to the pulse width of the first waveform 
Select Signal by the first waveform Selector circuit provided 
for each odd-numbered Stage. On the other hand, the pulse 
width of the first transfer Signal output from an even 
numbered Stage of the first bidirectional shift register is 
restricted to the pulse width of the second waveform select 
Signal by the Second waveform Selector circuit provided for 
the even-numbered Stage. Hence, an appropriate time inter 
Val is allowed between the image Signals which are Supplied 
at about the same time to adjoining groups of data lines. This 
makes it possible to prevent the problem in which those 
image Signals overlap, especially in a high-frequency drive 
environment, and ghosts or uneven images occurs resulting 
from the preceding image Signal components which have 
been written. 

Moreover, the data line driving means has an odd number 
of the first bidirectional shift registers, therefore, inverting 
the transfer direction requires only the change of the binary 
level of the first direction control Signal but does not require 
the inversion of the first clock signal or the first and the 
second waveform select signals. 
To Solve the problems mentioned above, a driving circuit 

for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving circuit 
for the electro-optical apparatus, wherein the first waveform 
Selector circuit includes a first logic circuit which takes the 
AND or exclusive AND of the first transfer signal and the 
first waveform Select Signal, while the Second waveform 
Selector circuit includes a Second logic circuit which takes 
the AND or exclusive AND of the first transfer signal and the 
Second waveform Select signal. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, the pulse width of the first transfer Signal output 
from an odd-numbered stage of the first bidirectional shift 
register is restricted to the pulse width of the first waveform 
Select Signal by the first logic circuit provided for each 
odd-numbered Stage. Likewise, the pulse width of the first 
transfer Signal output from an even-numbered Stage of the 
first bidirectional shift register can be restricted to the pulse 
width of the Second waveform Select signal by the Second 
logic circuit provided for each even-numbered Stage. 
To Solve the problems mentioned above, a driving circuit 

for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving circuit 
for the electro-optical apparatus, wherein the transition of 
the pulse waveforms of the first and the second waveform 
Select Signals is not rectangular. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, Since the transition of the pulse waveforms of the 
first and the Second waveform Select Signals are made to be 
non-rectangular, it is possible to prevent the Signal compo 
nents of the waveform Selections signals from being written 
as noises into the image Signals. 
To Solve the problems mentioned above, a driving circuit 

for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving circuit 
for the electro-optical apparatus, wherein the transition of 
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the pulse waves is made to be non-rectangular in the range 
between 20 ns and 50 ns. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, Since the transition of the pulse waves is not 
rectangular and is not rectangular and is slopped in the range 
between 20 ns and 50 ns, it is possible to securely prevent 
the Signal components of the waveform Select Signals from 
being written as noises into the image Signal lines. 

To Solve the problems mentioned above, a driving circuit 
for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving circuit 
for the electro-optical apparatus, wherein at least either the 
first or the Second bidirectional shift register includes: a first 
clocked inverter which can be transferred when the binary 
level of the first of the Second direction transfer Signal is at 
one level and fixes the transfer direction of the first and the 
Second direction transfer Signal in the forward direction; a 
Second clocked inverter which can be transferred when the 
binary level of the first or the Second direction transfer signal 
is at the other certain level and fixes the transfer direction of 
the first and the Second direction transfer Signal in the 
reverse direction, a third clocked inverter which, when the 
transfer direction of the first and the second direction 
transfer Signal is fixed in the forward direction, transferS the 
first or Second transfer Signal, transferred via the first 
clocked inverter each time after the change of the binary 
level of the first or the Second clock signal, and which, when 
the transfer direction of the first and the second direction 
transfer Signal is fixed in the reverse direction, applies 
feedback to the first or the Second transfer Signal transferred 
via the Second clocked inverter, each time after the change 
of the binary level of the first or the Second clock Signal, and 
a fourth clocked inverter which, when the transfer direction 
of the first and the Second direction transfer Signal is fixed 
in the reverse direction, transferS the first or Second transfer 
Signal transferred via the Second clocked inverter each time 
after the change of the binary level of the first or the second 
clock signal, and which, when the transfer direction of the 
first and the Second direction transfer Signal is fixed in the 
forward direction, applies feedback to the first or the Second 
transfer Signal transferred via the first clocked inverter, each 
time after the change of the binary level of the first or the 
Second clock Signal. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, when the binary level of the first or the Second 
direction control Signal is at one level, the transfer direction 
is fixed in the forward direction by the first clocked inverter 
which can transfer at that time. When the transfer direction 
is fixed in the forward direction like this, the first or the 
Second transfer Signal transferred via the first clocked 
inverter is transferred by the third clocked inverter each time 
after the change of the binary level of the first or the second 
clock signal. Feedback is applied, by the fourth clocked 
inverter, to the first or the Second transfer Signal transferred 
via the first clocked inverter, each time after the change of 
the binary level of the first or Second clock signal. 

Conversely, when the binary level of the first or second 
direction control Signal is at the other level, the transfer 
direction is fixed in the reverse direction by the second 
clocked inverter which can transfer at that time. When the 
transfer direction is fixed in the reverse direction like this, 
feedback is applied by the third clocked inverter to the first 
or Second transfer Signal, which is transferred via the Second 
clocked inverter, each time after the change of the binary 
level of the first or the second clock signal. And the first or 
the Second transfer Signal, which is transferred via the 
second clocked inverter, is transferred by the fourth clocked 
inverter each time after the change of the binary level of the 
first or the Second clock signal. 
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8 
Hence, the first or the second bidirectional shift register 

constituted as described above functions as a unidirectional 
shift register having forward or reverse transfer directions, 
which is determined depending on the binary level of the 
first or the Second direction control Signal. 
To Solve the problems mentioned above, a driving circuit 

for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving circuit 
for the electro-optical apparatus, wherein at least either the 
first or the Second bidirectional shift register includes: a first 
transmission gate which can perform transfer and fix the 
transfer direction in the forward direction when the binary 
level of the first or the Second direction control Signal is at 
one level; a Second transmission gate which permits transfer 
and fixes the transfer direction in the reverse direction when 
the binary level of the first or the second direction control 
Signal is at the other level, a first clocked inverter which, 
when the transfer direction is fixed in the forward direction, 
transferS the first or the Second transfer Signal transferred via 
the first transmission gate, each time after the change of the 
binary level of the first or Second clock signal, and which, 
when the transfer direction is fixed in the reverse direction, 
transferS the first or the Second transfer Signal transferred via 
the Second transmission gate, each time after the change of 
the binary level of the first or the Second clock signal, and 
a Second clocked inverter which, when the transfer direction 
is fixed in the forward direction, applies feedback to the first 
or the Second transfer Signal transferred via the first trans 
mission gate, each time the binary level of the first or the 
Second clock signal is Switched, and which, when the 
transfer direction is fixed in the reverse direction, applies 
feedback to the first or the Second transfer Signal transferred 
via the Second transmission gate, each time the binary level 
of the first or second clock signal is Switched. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, when the binary level of the first or Second 
direction control Signal is at one level, the transfer direction 
is fixed in the forward direction by the first transmission gate 
which enables transfer at that time. When the transfer 
direction is fixed in the forward direction, the first or the 
Second transfer Signal transferred via the first transmission 
gate is transferred by the first clocked inverter each time the 
binary level of the first or the Second clock Signal is 
Switched. Feedback is applied, by the Second clocked 
inverter, to the first or the Second transfer Signal transferred 
via the first transmission gate, each time the binary level of 
the first or the Second clock signal is Switched. 

Conversely, when the binary level of the first or the 
Second direction control Signal is at the other level, the 
transfer direction is fixed to the reverse direction by the 
Second transmission gate which enables transfer at that time. 
When the transfer direction is fixed to the reverse direction, 
the first or the Second transfer Signal transferred via the 
Second transmission gate is transferred by the first clocked 
inverter each time the binary level of the first or the second 
clock signal is Switched. Feedback is applied by the Second 
clocked inverter to the first or the Second transfer Signal, 
which is transferred via the Second transmission gate, each 
time the binary level of the first or the second clock signal 
is Switched. 

Hence, the first or the second bidirectional shift register 
constituted as described above functions as a unidirectional 
shift register wherein the forward or reverse transfer direc 
tion is determined according to the binary level of the first 
or the Second direction control Signal. 

Further, the use of the transmission gates obviates the 
need for routing a power Supply, therefore, using the trans 
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mission gates for controlling the transfer direction of the 
bidirectional shift register enables the layout area of the 
bidirectional shift register to be reduced. This in turn makes 
it possible to realize a Smaller electro-optical apparatus. 
To Solve the problems mentioned above, a driving circuit 

for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving circuit 
for the electro-optical apparatus, wherein at least one of the 
first and the Second bidirectional shift register includes: a 
first transmission gate which enables transfer and fixes the 
transfer direction in the forward direction when the binary 
level of the first or the Second direction control Signal is at 
one level, a Second transmission gate which enables transfer 
and fixes the transfer direction in the reverse direction when 
the binary level of the first or the second direction control 
Signal is at the other level; a third transmission gate which, 
when the transfer direction is fixed to the forward direction, 
transferS the first or the Second transfer Signal, which is 
transferred via the first transmission gate, each time the 
binary level of the first or the Second clock Signal is 
Switched, and which, when the transfer direction is fixed in 
the reverse direction, transferS the first or the Second transfer 
Signal, which is transferred via the Second transmission gate, 
each time after the change of the binary level of the first or 
the Second clock Signal, and a fourth transmission gate 
which, when the transfer direction is fixed in the forward 
direction, applies feedback to the first or the Second transfer 
Signal, which is transferred via the first transmission gate, 
each time the binary level of the first or the second clock 
Signal is Switched, and which, when the transfer direction is 
fixed in the reverse direction, applies feedback to the first or 
the Second transfer Signal, which is transferred via the 
Second transmission gate, each time the binary level of the 
first or the second clock signal is Switched. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, when the binary level of the first or the Second 
direction control Signal is at one level, the transfer direction 
is fixed in the forward direction by the first transmission gate 
which permits transfer at that time. When the transfer 
direction is fixed in the forward direction, the first or the 
Second transfer Signal transferred via the first transmission 
gate is transferred by the third transmission gate each time 
the binary level of the first or the Second clock signal is 
Switched. Feedback is applied to the first or the second 
transfer Signal, which is transferred via the first transmission 
gate, by the fourth transmission gate each time the binary 
level of the first or the Second clock signal is Switched. 

Conversely, when the binary level of the first or the 
Second direction control Signal is at the other level, the 
transfer direction is fixed to the reverse direction by the 
Second transmission gate which enables transfer at that time. 
When the transfer direction is fixed to the reverse direction, 
the first or the Second transfer Signal, which is transferred via 
the Second transmission gate, is transferred by the third 
transmission gate each time the binary level of the first or the 
Second clock Signal is Switched. Feedback is applied to the 
first or the Second transfer Signal, which is transferred via the 
Second transmission gate, by the fourth transmission gate 
each time the binary level of the first or the second clock 
Signal is Switched. 

Hence, the first or the second bidirectional shift register 
constituted as described above functions as a unidirectional 
shift register wherein the forward or reverse transfer direc 
tion is determined according to the binary level of the first 
or the Second direction control Signal. 

The use of the transmission gates obviates the need for 
routing a power Supply, therefore, using the transmission 
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10 
gates for the elements constituting the bidirectional shift 
register enables the layout area of the bidirectional shift 
register to be reduced. This in turn makes it possible to 
realize a Smaller electro-optical apparatus. 
To Solve the problems mentioned above, a driving circuit 

for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving circuit 
for the electro-optical apparatus, wherein at least one of the 
first to the fourth clocked inverters is replaced by a trans 
mission gate and an inverter. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, the transmission gate and inverter, which Substi 
tute for at least one of the first to fourth clocked inverters, 
fix the transfer direction in the forward direction or the 
reverse direction, or transfer the first or the Second transfer 
Signal, or apply feedback to the first or the Second transfer 
Signal. Hence, the first or the Second bidirectional shift 
register constituted as described above functions as a uni 
directional shift register wherein the forward or reverse 
transfer direction is determined according to the binary level 
of the first or the Second direction control Signal. 

Moreover, the use of the transmission gates obviates the 
need for routing a power Supply, therefore, using the trans 
mission gates for the elements constituting the bidirectional 
shift register enables the layout area of the bidirectional shift 
register to be reduced. This in turn makes it possible to 
realize a Smaller electro-optical apparatus. 
To Solve the problems mentioned above, a driving circuit 

for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving circuit 
for the electro-optical apparatus, wherein at least one of the 
first to the fourth transmission gates is replaced by a 
p-channel thin film transistor or an n-channel thin film 
transistor. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, by Substituting the p-channel thin film transistor 
or the n-channel thin film transistor for at least one of the 
first to the fourth transmission gates, the transfer direction is 
fixed in the forward direction or the reverse direction, or the 
first or the Second transfer Signal is transferred, or feedback 
is applied to the first or the Second transfer Signal. Hence, the 
first or the Second bidirectional shift register constituted as 
described above functions as a unidirectional shift register 
having forward or reverse transfer directions, which is 
determined depending on the binary level of the first or the 
Second direction control Signal. 

Moreover, the use of the p-channel thin film transistor or 
the n-channel thin film transistor reduces the number of the 
elements to half as compared with using the transmission 
gates, therefore, using the p-channel thin film transistor or 
the n-channel thin film transistor for the elements constitut 
ing the bidirectional shift register enables the layout area of 
the bidirectional shift register to be further reduced. This in 
turn makes it possible to realize a very Small electro-optical 
apparatuS. 
To solve the problems described above, a driving circuit 

for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving circuit 
for an electro-optical apparatus which has a plurality of data 
lines to which an image Signal is Supplied, a plurality of 
Scanning lines to which a Scanning Signal is Supplied, a 
Switching means connected to the respective data lines and 
the respective Scanning lines, and a pixel electrode con 
nected to the Switching means, and the driving circuit is 
comprised of a Sampling circuit for Sampling the image 
Signal and Supplying it to the data lines, a shift register for 
Supplying a first transfer Signal in accordance with a first 
clock signal, and a plurality of waveform Selector circuits 
which Supply a Sampling circuit drive signal to the Sampling 



US 6,680,721 B2 
11 

circuit in accordance with the input of the first transfer Signal 
from the shift register and either first and second waveform 
Select Signals, wherein the waveform Select Signals of the 
first and the Second waveform Select Signals which are 
different from each other are Supplied to adjoining wave 
form Selector circuits, and the pulse of the first waveform 
Select signal is not issued at the same time with the pulse of 
the Second waveform Select Signal. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, an appropriate time interval is allowed between 
the first and the Second waveform Select Signals Supplied to 
adjoining waveform Selector circuit, hence, it is possible to 
prevent ghosts or uneven images caused by the write-in of 
the image Signal components due to the overlap of the image 
Signals. This is especially effective in a high-frequency drive 
environment. 
To Solve the problems mentioned above, a driving circuit 

for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving circuit 
for the electro-optical apparatus, wherein the first waveform 
Selector circuit includes a first logic circuit which takes AND 
or exclusive AND of the first transfer signal and the first 
waveform Select Signal. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, the pulse width can be restricted to a predeter 
mined pulse width since the first logic circuit which takes 
AND or exclusive AND of the first transfer signal and the 
first waveform Select Signal is included. 
To Solve the problems mentioned above, a driving circuit 

for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving circuit 
for the electro-optical apparatus, wherein the transition of 
the first and the Second waveform Select Signals is not 
rectangular. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, by making the pulses non-rectantular, the ringing 
of the waveform Select Signal itself can be Suppressed, and 
it is possible to prevent the Signal components of the 
waveform Select Signals from being written as noises into 
the image Signals. 
To solve the problems described above, a driving circuit 

for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving circuit 
for an electro-optical apparatus, which has a plurality of data 
lines to which an image Signal is Supplied, a plurality of 
Scanning lines to which a Scanning Signal is Supplied, 
Switching means connected to the respective data lines and 
the respective Scanning lines, and a pixel electrode con 
nected to the Switching means, and the driving circuit 
comprising a Sampling circuit for Sampling the image signal 
and Supplying it to the data lines, a shift register for 
Supplying a first transfer Signal in accordance with a first 
clock signal, and a plurality of waveform Selector circuits 
which Supply a Sampling circuit drive signal to the Sampling 
circuit in accordance with the input of the first transfer Signal 
from the shift register and either two waveform select 
Signals, wherein the pulse width of the waveform Select 
Signal is narrower than the pulse width of the first clock 
Signal. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, an appropriate time interval is allowed between 
the image Signals, which are Supplied to the adjoining data 
lines or the groups of data lines almost at the same time, 
hence, it is possible to prevent ghosts or uneven images 
caused by the write-in of image Signal components due to 
the Overlap of image Signals. This is especially effective in 
a high-frequency drive environment. 
To Solve the problems mentioned above, a driving circuit 

for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving circuit 
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12 
for an electro-optical apparatus, which has a plurality of data 
lines to which an image Signal is Supplied, a plurality of 
Scanning lines to which a Scanning Signal is Supplied, a 
Switching means connected to the respective data lines and 
the respective Scanning lines, and a pixel electrode con 
nected to the Switching means, and the driving circuit is 
comprised of a Sampling circuit for Sampling the image 
Signal and Supplying it to the data lines, a shift register for 
Supplying a first transfer Signal in accordance with the first 
clock signal, and a plurality of waveform Selector circuits 
which Supply the Sampling circuit drive signal to the Sam 
pling circuit in accordance with the input of the first transfer 
Signal from the shift register and a waveform Select signal, 
wherein the transition of the pulse waveform of the wave 
form Select Signal is not rectangular. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, by making the pulse waveforms non-rectangular, 
the ringing of the waveform Select Signal itself can be 
Suppressed, and it is possible to prevent the Signal compo 
nents of the waveform Select Signals from being written as 
noises into the image Signal lines. 
To Solve the problems mentioned above, a driving circuit 

for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving circuit 
for the electro-optical apparatus, wherein the transition of 
the pulse waves is not rectangular and is not rectangular and 
is slopped in the range from 20 ns to 50 ns. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, it is possible to Securely prevent the Signal 
components of the waveform Select signals from being 
written as noises into the image Signals. 
To solve the problems mentioned above, a driving method 

for an electro-optical apparatus is made as a driving method 
for an electro-optical apparatus which has a plurality of data 
lines to which an image Signal is Supplied, a plurality of 
Scanning lines to which a Scanning Signal is Supplied, a 
Switching means connected to the respective data lines and 
the respective Scanning lines, and a pixel electrode con 
nected to the Switching means, and the method is comprised 
of a step for Sampling the image Signal according to a 
Sampling control signal which has a pulse width narrower 
than the pulse width of the first clock signal and Supplying 
it to the data lines, and a step for Supplying the Sampled 
image Signal via the data lines to the Switching means, which 
is connected to the Selected Scanning line, while Selecting 
Said Scanning lines. 

According to the driving method for the electro-optical 
apparatus, an appropriate time interval is allowed between 
the image Signals, which are Supplied almost at the same 
time to the adjoining data lines or the groups of data lines, 
by the Sampling control Signal which has the narrower pulse 
width than the pulse width of the first clock signal, hence, it 
is possible to prevent ghosts or uneven images caused by the 
write-in of image Signal components due to the overlap of 
image Signals. This is especially effective in a high 
frequency drive environment. 
To solve the problems described above, a driving method 

for an electro-optical apparatus has been made as a driving 
method for an electro-optical apparatus which has a plurality 
of data lines to which an image Signal is Supplied, a plurality 
of Scanning lines to which a Scanning Signal is Supplied, a 
Switching means connected to the respective data lines and 
the respective Scanning lines, and a pixel electrode con 
nected to the Switching means, and the driving method is 
comprised of a step for Sampling the image Signal in 
accordance with a first transfer Signal from a shift register 
and a Sampling circuit drive signal based on the input of 
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either first and Second waveform Select Signals and then 
Supplying it to the data lines, and a Step for Supplying the 
Sampled image Signal via the data lines to the Switching 
means, which is connected to the Selected Scanning line, 
while Selecting the Scanning lines, wherein the first and the 
Second waveform Select Signals are alternately issued in 
other words, not issued at the Same time. 

According to the driving method for the electro-optical 
apparatus, the image Signals are Sampled by the Sampling 
circuit driving Signals, which are based on the first and 
Second waveform Select Signals which are issued alternately 
and not overlapped with each other from the first and Second 
waveform Select Signal lines to adjoining data lines or 
groups of data lines. Subsequently the Sampled Signal is 
Supplied to the data lines. Hence it is possible to protect the 
data lines from the ghosts or uneven images caused by the 
write-in of image Signal components due to the overlap of 
image Signals. This is especially effective in a high 
frequency drive environment. 
To solve the problems described above, a driving circuit 

for an electro-optical apparatus is a driving circuit for an 
electro-optical apparatus which has a plurality of data lines 
to which an image Signal is Supplied, a plurality of Scanning 
lines to which a Scanning Signal is Supplied, a Switching 
means connected to the respective data lines and the respec 
tive Scanning lines, and a pixel electrode connected to the 
Switching means, and the driving method is comprised of a 
Step for Supplying a Sampling circuit drive Signal to a 
Sampling circuit in accordance with the input of a first clock 
Signal and a waveform Select Signal, a step for Sampling the 
image Signal in accordance with the Sampling control Signal 
and Supplying it to the data lines, and a step for Supplying 
the sampled image signal via the data lines to the Switching 
means connected to the Selected Scanning line, while Select 
ing Said Scanning lines, wherein the transition of the pulse 
waveform of the waveform Select Signal being non 
rectangular. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, by making the transition of the pulse waveform 
non-rectangular, the ringing of the waveform Select Signal 
itself can be Suppressed, and further it is possible to prevent 
the Signal component of the waveform Select Signal from 
being written as a noise into the image Signal. 

To solve the problems described above, in a driving 
circuit for an electro-optical apparatus, the transition of the 
pulse waveform of the waveform Select Signal is not rect 
angular and is slopped in the range from 20 ns to 50 ns. 

According to the driving circuit for the electro-optical 
apparatus, it is possible to Securely prevent the Signal 
component of the waveform Select Signal from being written 
as a noise into the image Signal line. 
To solve the problems described above, an electro-optical 

apparatus is equipped with a driving circuit for an electro 
optical apparatus. 

According to the electro-optical apparatus, it is possible to 
Vertically or horizontally invert the Scanning direction in 
accordance with, for example, the binary level of a first or 
a Second direction control Signal. Moreover, it is also 
possible to protect the data lines from ghosts or uneven 
images caused by the written-in of the image Signal com 
ponents due to overlap of the image Signals. 
To solve the problems described above, an electronic 

apparatus is equipped with the electro-optical apparatus. 
According to the electronic apparatus, the aforementioned 

electro-optical apparatus in accordance with the present 
invention is included in the electronic apparatus, and the 
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14 
Scanning direction on a display Screen can be inverted both 
Vertically and horizontally and a display free from uneven 
images or ghosts can be provided. 
The operations and other advantages of the present inven 

tion as described above will be made apparent by the 
embodiments to be given below. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of various types of wiring, 
peripheral circuits, etc. formed on a TFT array Substrate in 
an embodiment of a liquid crystal device; 

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram of a first embodiment of a 
driving circuit provided on the liquid crystal device of FIG. 
1; 

FIG. 3(a) and FIG. 3(b) are timing charts of various 
Signals in the driving circuit of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a circuit diagram of a clocked inverter consti 
tuting the driving circuit of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 5 is a circuit diagram showing a modification 
wherein the output wiring to the Sampling circuit of the 
driving circuit of FIG. 2 has been changed; 

FIG. 6 is a circuit diagram of a second embodiment of the 
driving circuit provided on the liquid crystal device of FIG. 
1; 

FIG. 7 is a circuit diagram of a transmission gate consti 
tuting the driving circuit of FIG. 6; 

FIG. 8 is a circuit diagram of a third embodiment of the 
driving circuit provided on the liquid crystal device of FIG. 
1; 

FIG. 9 is a circuit diagram illustrative of a first modifi 
cation of the driving circuit of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 10 is a circuit diagram illustrative of a second 
modification of the driving circuit of FIG. 2; 

FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing the Schematic con 
Stitution of an embodiment of the electronic apparatus in 
accordance with the present invention; 

FIG. 12 is Sectional view showing a liquid crystal pro 
jector as an example of the electronic apparatus, 

FIG. 13 is a front view illustrating a personal computer as 
another example of the electronic apparatus, 

FIG. 14 is an exploded perspective view of a pager as Still 
another example of the electronic apparatus, 

FIG. 15 is a perspective view illustrating a liquid crystal 
device employing TCP as an example of the electronic 
apparatus, 

FIG. 16 is a conceptual diagram showing a prism optical 
system for compounding the three color lights of RGB of the 
liquid crystal projector; 

FIG. 17 shows a modification of a waveform select signal 
of the timing chart in FIG. 3; and 

FIG. 18 is a top plan view illustrating an example of the 
layout of waveform Select signal lines and image Signal 
lines. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The embodiments of the present invention will now be 
described in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. 

First, the general constitution of the liquid crystal device 
as an example of an electro-optical apparatus will be 
described with reference to FIG. 1. FIG. 1 is a block diagram 
showing the constitution of various types of wiring, periph 
eral circuits, etc. provided on a TFT array Substrate 1 in an 
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embodiment of the liquid crystal device. In this 
embodiment, the present invention will be applied to an 
active matrix drive type liquid crystal device based on TFT 
drive. 

In FIG. 1, a TFT array Substrate 1 is composed of, for 
example, a quartz Substrate, hard glass or Silicon Substrate. 
Formed on the TFT array Substrate 1 are a plurality of pixel 
electrodes 11 provided in matrix, a plurality of data lines 35 
which are arranged in direction X and each of which extends 
in direction Y, and a plurality of Scanning lines 31 which are 
arranged in direction Y and each of which extends in 
direction X. Further, the scanning line 31 is electrically 
connected to the gate of a TFT 30; scanning signals Y1, 
Y2, . . . , Ym are applied in a pulse fashion to the Scanning 
line 31 at a predetermined timing. The pixel electrode 11 is 
electrically connected to the drain of TFT 30; it writes an 
image Signal VID Supplied from an image Signal line 304 to 
the data lines 35 constituted by D1, D2, . . . , Dn when the 
TFT 30, which is a Switching device, is closed for a certain 
period of time. The image signal VID of the predetermined 
level which has been written to the liquid crystal via the 
pixel electrode 11 is retained for a certain period of time 
between the liquid crystal and an opposite electrode (which 
will be discussed later) formed on an opposite Substrate 
(which will be discussed later). Further formed on the TFT 
array Substrate 1 are capacity lines. 31' (storage capacity 
electrode) which serve as the wiring for a capacitor 70 and 
which are formed nearly in parallel to the Scanning lines 31 
so that the capacitor 70 is added to the pixel electrode 11. 
This makes it possible to prevent the deterioration of display 
quality caused by flickers or the like attributable to parasitic 
capacity. Alternatively, to form the capacitor 70, the Scan 
ning line 31 of the preceding stage may be used as the 
electrode for forming the capacitor. This constitution obvi 
ates the need for providing the capacity lines. 31'. 
The image signal VID written to the data lines 35 may be 

Supplied in line at a time to each of data lines 35 or it may 
be Supplied to each group formed of adjoining plural data 
lines 35. If a plurality of adjoining data lines 35 are driven 
at the same time, the drive frequency of a data line driving 
circuit can be decreased by Shifting the phase of the image 
signal VID, thus higher reliability of and lower power 
consumption of the circuit can be realized. 

Also formed on the TFT array Substrate 1 are a sampling 
circuit 301 which samples the image signals VID and 
Supplies each of them to the data lines 35, a data driving 
circuit 101, and a scanning line driving circuit 104. 

The scanning line driving circuit 104 has a bidirectional 
shift register which will be discussed later, it generates a 
Scanning Signal of a predetermined waveform and a prede 
termined timing from the transfer Signal issued from the 
bidirectional shift register in accordance with a reference 
clock signal CLY and its inverted clock signal CL INV, a 
Start signal SPY, etc. Supplied from an external control 
circuit. The Scanning Signal is applied to the Scanning lines 
31 in the pulse fashion with line at a timing method. As it 
will be discussed in detail later, especially, the Scanning 
driving circuit 104 is able to Supply Scanning Signals in 
sequence in the order from T to B shown in FIG. 1 as well 
as to Supply the Scanning Signals in Sequence in the order 
from B to T to a plurality of the scanning lines 31 by fixing 
the transfer direction of the bidirectional shift register in the 
forward or reverse direction in accordance with a transfer 
direction control Signal Supplied from outside. 

The data line driving circuit 101 has a bidirectional shift 
register, which will be discussed later, it generates Sampling 
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circuit drive signals S1, S2 . . . Sn of predetermined 
waveform and predetermined timings from the transfer 
Signal issued from the bidirectional shift register in accor 
dance with a reference clock signal CLX and the inverted 
Signal of the clock signal (hereinafter referred to as "inverted 
clock signal”) CLX INV, a start signal SPX, etc. supplied 
from an external control circuit. 
The sampling circuit 301 has TFT302 for each of the data 

lines 35, the image signal line 304 is connected to the source 
electrodes of the TFTs 302, and sampling circuit drive signal 
lines 306 are connected to the gate electrodes of the TFTs 
302. When the sampling circuit drive signals S1, S2 . . . Sn 
are applied to the Sampling circuit 301 via the Sampling 
circuit drive signal lines 306, the image signal VID supplied 
from the image signal line 304 is applied to the data lines 35 
in the order of D1, D2 ... Dn. As it will be discussed in detail 
later, especially, the data line driving circuit 301 is consti 
tuted Such that it is able to Supply the image Signal VID to 
the data line 35 in sequence in the order from L to R as well 
as in Sequence in the order from R to L by fixing the transfer 
direction of the bidirectional shift register in the forward or 
reverse direction in accordance with a transfer direction 
control Signal Supplied from outside. Thus, this embodiment 
is constituted to Select one data line 35 at a time, however, 
it may alternatively be constituted to Select a plurality of data 
lines 35 at a time. For instance, according to the writing 
characteristic of the TFT 302 constituting the sampling 
circuit 301 and the frequency of the image signal VID, the 
image Signals VID which have been phase-developed into a 
plurality of phases (e.g. 3 phases, 6 phases, 12 phases and So 
on) may be Supplied from the image signal line 304 So as to 
Sample them by group at the same time. At this time, it is 
needless to say that the image Signal lines 304 of at least the 
number of the developed phases will be required. 
A first embodiment of the driving circuit will be described 

with reference to FIG. 2 through FIG. 5. FIG. 2 shows a data 
line driving circuit 101 in the first embodiment. FIG. 2 
illustrates a constitution example wherein the image Signals 
issued as Serial Signals are phase-developed into Six parallel 
image Signals and image Signals VID1 through VID6 are 
applied to data lines 35, respectively, via Six image Signal 
lines 304. FIGS. 3(a) and 3(b) show the timing charts of 
various signals in the data line driving circuit 101. FIGS. 
4(a) and 4(b) show the circuit diagrams of the clocked 
inverters constituting a bidirectional shift register 111 of the 
data line driving circuit 101. FIG. 5 shows the modifications 
of lines 306 of Sampling circuit driving Signals issued from 
the data line driving circuit 101 of FIG. 2. 
First, the data line driving circuit will be described. 

In FIG. 2, the data line driving circuit 101 is constituted 
by the bidirectional shift register 111, a plurality of wave 
form Selector circuits 112a, which are provided So that each 
corresponds to the outputs of odd-numbered Stages of the 
bidirectional shift register 111, and a plurality of waveform 
selector circuits 112b provided for the outputs of even 
numbered stages of the bidirectional shift register 111. 

In this embodiment, the data line driving circuit 101 in 
particular, which is an example of the data line driving 
means, is comprised of the bidirectional shift register 111 
which has an odd number of output stages. It is constituted 
Such that it is able to Sequentially Supply the image Signals 
VID1 through VID6 in cooperation with the sampling cir 
cuits 302 to, for example, an odd number of data line groups, 
each group being comprised of six adjacent data lines 35, in 
the transfer directions from L to R or from R to L in 
accordance with the Sampling circuit drive Signals S1, S2, 
S3, ..., Sn issued in Sequence from the respective Stages of 
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the bidirectional shift register 111. The bidirectional shift 
register 111 receives, from Side L in the drawing, a Start 
Signal SP (L) for starting the transfer of the transfer signal 
directed from L to R, or a start signal SP (R) for starting the 
transfer of the transfer signal directed from R to L from side 
R in the drawing. When the start signal SP (L), a clock signal 
CL, and the inverted clock signal CL INV, and first and 
second waveform select signals ENB1 and ENB2 are input 
at the timings shown in FIG. 3(a), the data line driving 
circuit 101 Supplies the Sampling circuit driving Signals S1, 
S2, S3, ..., Sn (where “n” denotes an odd number), which 
are composed of pulses which delay Sequentially by a half 
cycle of the clock signal CL and which have a smaller width 
than the pulse width of the clock signals CL to the Sampling 
circuit 301. 

The bidirectional shift register 111 will now be described 
in detail. 
As shown in FIG. 2, the transfer directions of the respec 

tive stages of the bidirectional shift register 111 are fixed in 
accordance with a binary transfer direction control Signal D, 
which is an example of the first direction control Signal, and 
the inverted Signal of the transfer direction control Signal 
(hereinafter referred to as “the inverted transfer direction 
control signal”) D INV. It includes four clocked inverters 
114, 115, 116, and 117 which constitute an example of a first 
gate means which applies feedback to the transfer signals 
and then transferS them to the following Stage and outputs 
then each time after the change of the binary levels of the 
reference clock Signal CL, which is an example of a first 
clock signal of a predetermined cycle, and the inverted clock 
signal CL INV. 

The clocked inverter 114, as an example of the first 
clocked inverter, is constituted and connected Such that it 
permits transfer when the transfer direction control Signal D 
is at high level and fixes the transfer direction to the one 
from L to R as an example of the forward direction. 

The clocked inverter 115, as an example of the second 
clocked inverter, is constituted and connected Such that it 
permits transfer when the transfer direction control Signal D 
INV is at high level and fixes the transfer direction to the one 
from R to L as an example of the reverse direction. 

The clocked inverter 116, as an example of the third 
clocked inverter, is constituted and connected Such that, if 
the transfer direction is fixed to the one from L to R, then it 
transferS the transfer Signal, which is transferred via the 
clocked inverter 114, when the clock Signal CL is at high 
level, and while, if the transfer direction is fixed in the 
direction from R to L, then it applies feedback to the transfer 
signal, which is transferred via the clocked inverter 115, 
when the clock signal CL is at high level. 

The clocked inverter 117, as an example of the fourth 
clocked inverter 117, is constituted and connected Such that, 
if the transfer direction is fixed in the direction from R to L, 
then it transferS the transfer signal, which is transferred via 
the clocked inverter 115, when the inverted clock signal CL 
INV is at high level, and while, if the transfer direction is 
fixed in the direction from L to R, then it applies feedback 
to the transfer Signal, which is transferred via the clocked 
inverter 114, when the inverted clock signal CL INV is at 
high level. 

The Specific circuit configuration of the clocked inverter 
116 shown in FIG. 4(a) is given as a connection diagram in 
FIG. 4(b). The same circuit configuration applies to all other 
clocked inverters 114, 115, and 117 except that the clock 
signal CL and the inverted clock signal CL INV applied to 
a clock input terminal are replaced by the transfer direction 
control Signal D and the inverted transfer direction control 

15 

25 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

18 
signal DINV, the inverted transfer direction control signal D 
INV and the transfer direction control signal D, and the 
inverted clock signal CL INV and the clock signal CL, 
respectively. 
As shown in FIG. 4(b), in the clocked inverter 116, an 

n-channel TFT which receives the clock signal CL through 
the gate thereof, a p-channel TFT to which the inverted clock 
signal CLINV is applied, a p-channel TFT and an n-channel 
TFT which are connected in parallel so that the transfer 
Signals are applied to the respective gates thereof, and power 
supplies VSS (grounded potential power supply) and VDD 
(high potential power Supply) are connected as illustrated. 
Thus, the respective clocked inverters require the power 
supplies VSS and VDD, therefore, the power source wiring 
must be routed to all the clocked inverters in the entire 
bidirectional shift register 111 shown in FIG. 2. Further, in 
each clocked inverter, the input terminal and the output 
terminal thereof are insulated by the gate insulating film of 
each TFT, thus providing an advantage in that there is not 
current leakage against the transfer direction even when the 
frequency of the transfer Signal is high. This leads to an 
advantage in that the bidirectional shift register 111 is 
capable of issuing Stable transfer Signals at high frequencies. 
The waveform selector circuits 112a and 112b will now 

be described. 
In FIG. 2, the waveform selector circuit 112a is config 

ured So as to restrict the pulse width of the transfer Signal 
issued from an odd-numbered stage of the bidirectional shift 
register 111 to the pulse width of the first waveform select 
signal ENB1. The waveform selector circuit 112a is com 
posed of, for example, a NAND circuit which constitutes an 
example of a first logic circuit and which takes an exclusive 
AND of a transfer signal and the waveform Select signal 
ENB1, and an inverter circuit which inverts the result, as 
shown in FIG. 2, by Such logical operation, it restricts the 
pulse width of a transfer signal to the pulse width of the 
signal ENB1 as illustrated in FIGS. 3(a) and 3(b). 
The waveform selector circuit 112b is configured so as to 

restrict the pulse width of the transfer Signal issued from an 
even-numbered stage of the bidirectional shift register 111 to 
the pulse width of the second waveform select signal ENB2. 
The waveform selector circuit 112b is composed of, for 
example, a NAND circuit which constitutes an example of 
a Second logic circuit and which takes an exclusive AND of 
a transfer Signal and the waveform Select Signal ENB2, and 
an inverter circuit which inverts the result, as shown in FIG. 
2, by Such logical operation, it restricts the pulse width of a 
transfer signal to the pulse width of the signal ENB2 as 
illustrated in FIGS. 3(a) and 3(b). 
The operation of the data line driving circuit 101 consti 

tuted as mentioned above will now be described. 
As a first case in FIG. 2, when the transfer direction 

control signal D is fixed at high level and the inverted 
transfer direction control signal D INV is fixed at low level 
and the Signals are applied to the bidirectional shift register 
111, the transfer direction is fixed in the direction from L to 
R by the clocked inverter 114 which is provided at each 
stage of the bidirectional shift register 111 and which 
permits transfer under this condition and also by the clocked 
inverter 115 which does not permit transfer under this 
condition. Under this condition, if the signal SP (L) for 
Starting the transfer is Supplied, then the clocked inverters 
116 and 117, to which the clock signal CL and the inverted 
clock Signal CL INV are Supplied, respectively perform 
transfer and feedback each time after the change of the 
binary level of the clock signal CL and the inverted clock 
signal CL INV as illustrated in FIG.3(a). And the transfer 
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Signal, which has been Subjected to the feedback is trans 
ferred to the following stage (the stage on the R end) of the 
bidirectional shift register 111 and also issued to the corre 
sponding waveform selector circuit 112a or 112b. Since the 
feedback is applied at each Stage, the transfer Signals are 
transferred to the following Stages in Sequence without being 
non-rectangular. 
On the other hand, as a second case in FIG. 2, when the 

transfer direction control signal D is fixed at low level and 
the inverted transfer direction control signal D INV is fixed 
at high level and the Signals are applied to the bidirectional 
shift register 111, the transfer direction is fixed in the 
direction from R to L by the clocked inverter 114 which is 
provided at each stage of the bidirectional shift register 111 
and which does not permit transfer under this condition and 
also by the clocked inverter 115 which permits transfer 
under this condition. Under this condition, if the Start Signal 
SP (R) for starting the transfer is supplied, then the clocked 
inverters 116 and 117, to which the clock signal CL and the 
inverted clock signal CL INV are supplied, respectively 
perform feedback and transfer each time after the change of 
the binary level of the clock signal CL and the inverted clock 
signal CL INV as illustrated in FIG.3(b). And the transfer 
Signal, which has been Subjected to the feedback is trans 
ferred to the following stage (the stage on the L end) of the 
bidirectional shift register 111 and also issued to the corre 
sponding waveform selector circuit 112a or 112b. 

If the bidirectional shift register 111 is a bidirectional shift 
register having an even number of Stages, then the transfer 
Signal issued from the first stage (e.g. the Stage at the most 
Lend or at the most R end) of the bidirectional shift resister 
111 would have a phase, which shifts by half the cycle of the 
clock signal CL depending on whether the transfer is 
directed from L to R or from R to L. For this reason, in order 
to actually invert the transfer direction and to perform image 
display on a liquid crystal 10 without any trouble, it is not 
sufficient to change merely the binary level of the transfer 
direction control signal D and the inverted transfer direction 
control signal D INV, but it is also required to invert the 
clock signal CL and the inverted clock signal CL INV, 
respectively. It means that, in this case, it would be neces 
Sary to change the wiring of the clock signal CL and the 
inverted clock signal CL INV somewhere. In this 
embodiment, however, is constituted Such that the bidirec 
tional shift register 111 has an odd number of output Stages. 
Hence, as shown in FIGS. 3(a) and 3(b), the transfer signal 
issued from the first stage (leftmost or rightmost stage) of the 
bidirectional shift register 111 will be an identical signal 
regardless whether the transfer direction is from L to R or 
from R to L. This means that the requirement for inverting 
the transfer direction is merely changing the binary level of 
the transfer direction control Signal D and the inverted 
transfer direction control signal D INV, and inverting the 
clock signal CL and the inverted clock CL INV is not 
necessary. This leads to a great advantage in the aspects of 
both constitution and control of the apparatus. 

Likewise, in the case of the waveform Selector circuit, if 
the bidirectional shift register has an even number of output 
Stages, regarding the waveform Select Signal ENB1 Supplied 
to the waveform selector circuit 112a controlled by the 
output Signals from odd-numbered Stages of the bidirec 
tional shift register and the waveform select signal ENB2 
supplied to the waveform selector circuit 112b controlled by 
the output signals from the even-numbered Stages of the 
bidirectional shift register, the waveform Select Signals 
ENB1 and ENB2 must be Switched each time the transfer 
direction is inverted. In this embodiment, however, the 
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bidirectional shift register 111 is constituted So as to have an 
odd number of output stages. Hence, as shown in FIGS.3(a) 
and 3(b), the output signal issued from the first stage 
(leftmost or rightmost stage) of the bidirectional shift reg 
ister 111 will be an identical signal regardless whether the 
transfer direction is from L to R or from R to L. This means 
that inverting the transfer direction requires merely changing 
the binary level of the transfer direction control signal D and 
the inverted transfer direction control signal DINV, and it is 
not necessary to invert the waveform select signals ENB1 
and ENB2. This leads to a great advantage in the aspects of 
both constitution and control of the apparatus. 

Thus, in an image Signal processing IC or the like, it is no 
longer necessary to provide a mechanism or control for 
Switching the clock signals by using a memory or the like. 
This is advantageous in cost as well as constitution and 
control of the liquid crystal device 10. In generally, this type 
of Switching in particular becomes more difficult as the drive 
frequency increases, therefore, the feature is extremely 
effective for the data line driving circuit 101 with a high 
drive frequency. 
AS described above, when the transfer signals are output 

in Sequence from the respective Stages of the bidirectional 
shift register 111 in the direction from L to R or from R to 
L, the waveform select signals 112a and 112b perform the 
operations described below. 
The pulse width of the transfer signal issued from an 

odd-numbered stage of the bidirectional shift register 111 is 
restricted to the pulse width of the first waveform select 
signal ENB1 by the waveform selector circuit 112a as 
illustrated in FIG. 3(a) or 3(b). The pulse width of the 
transfer Signal issued from an even-numbered Stage of the 
bidirectional shift register 111 is restricted to the pulse width 
of the Second waveform Select signal ENB2 by the wave 
form selector circuit 112b, as illustrated in FIG.3(a) or 3(b). 
After that, these transfer Signals with the restricted pulse 
widths are Supplied in Sequence as the Sampling circuit drive 
signals S1, S2,..., Sn (where “n” is an odd number) to the 
sampling circuit 301, as shown in FIG. 3(a), if the transfer 
direction is from R to L. Or, if the transfer direction is from 
L to R, then the transfer Signals are Supplied in Sequence as 
Sampling circuit drive signals Sn, Sn-1, Sn-2, ..., S1 to the 
sampling circuit 301, as shown in FIG. 3(b). 

Hence, appropriate time intervals are allowed between the 
image Signals Supplied to adjoining data line groups at about 
the same time in accordance with the Signals S1, S2, . . . , 
Sn, having an appropriate time intervals allowed by the 
restriction of the pulse width. Thus, the appropriate time 
intervals allowed between the image Signals makes it pos 
Sible to prevent the ghosts or uneven images caused by 
write-in any preceding image Signal components that have 
been written because of the Overlap of the image Signals 
especially under a high-frequency drive environment, lead 
ing to a great advantage. 
AS mentioned above, the Sampling circuit drive signals 

S1, S2, ..., Sn, or Sn, Sn1, Sn-2,..., S1 (where “n” is an 
odd number), which have been generated by restricting the 
pulse widths by the waveform selector circuits 112a and 
112b, are simultaneously supplied to the gates of six TFTs 
302 constituting the sampling circuit 301 in the data line 
group composed, for example, of Six adjoining data lines 
corresponding to the respective image Signals VID1 through 
VID6 which have been developed into six phases. Accord 
ing to this, the data lines 35 is driven by six at each time. 
This operation is repeated to Supply the image Signals in 
Sequence to each data line group comprised of Six data lines. 
The image Signals are Supplied to one group of data lines 

in accordance with the same transfer signal, hence, it is 
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desirable to equalize the number of the data lines 35 con 
Stituting the data line group with the number of developed 
phases of the image Signals applied from the image Signal 
processing IC to the data line driving circuit 101. For this 
reason, if there is no developed phases in a certain image 
Signal format or if the interrupt capabilities of the respective 
TFTS 302 are high, or if the sampling circuit 302 is given a 
Sufficient writing time, then the data line group may be 
composed, for example, of one data line, as shown in FIG. 
5. 

FIG. 5 shows a modification of the sampling circuit drive 
signal line 306, the each signal of which is issued from the 
data line driving circuit 101 of FIG. 2. In FIG. 5, the 
configuration of the data line driving circuit 101 is the same 
as that of FIG. 2, however, each of the TFTs 302 of the 
Sampling circuit 301 is connected to a single waveform 
Selector circuit 112a or 112b. As a result, the data lines 35 
are driven one by one in Sequence by the data line driving 
circuit 101. 

The Scanning line driving circuit will now be described. 
The Scanning line driving circuit 104 as an example of the 

Scanning line driving means has the bidirectional shift 
register 111 which has an odd number of output Stages 
shown in FIG. 2. As in the case of the data line driving 
circuit 101, the output of the transfer signal in each Stage is 
connected to the Scanning line 31. The transfer signals 
issued in Sequence from the respective Stages of the bidi 
rectional Shift register 111 are Supplied to the Scanning line 
31 as Scanning Signals just as they are or as Scanning Signals, 
which is changed via the waveform Selector circuits 112a 
and 112b shown in FIG. 2 as in the case of the data line 
driving circuit 101, in the transfer direction corresponding to 
the direction from T to B or from B to T. 

In this case, the configuration of the bidirectional shift 
register 111 is the same, however, either of the Signals can 
be employed as the transfer direction control Signal, namely, 
the transfer direction control Signal D and the inverted 
transfer direction control signal D INV, which are same as 
those of the data line driving circuit 101 or a transfer 
direction control Signal dedicated to the Scanning line driv 
ing circuit 104. Using the same transfer direction control 
Signal D and the inverted transfer direction control Signal D 
INV enables the Switching of the transfer directions of the 
data line driving circuit 101 and the Scanning line driving 
circuit 104 to be performed being fully interlocked. While, 
using the dedicated transfer direction control signal makes it 
possible to independently Switch the transfer directions of 
the data line driving circuit 101 and the Scanning line driving 
circuit 104. 

The clock signal for the Scanning line driving circuit 104 
may have a lower frequency than the clock Signals CL and 
CL INV of the data line driving circuit 101 unless special 
high-Speed drive Such as multisync drive is carried out 
although it depends on the total number of the Scanning lines 
31 and the length of the period of the vertical Scanning. 
Further, if it is possible to Substantially prevent the Scanning 
Signals, which are Supplied to adjoining Scanning lines 31, 
from being overlapped by Setting the clock frequency in the 
Scanning line driving circuit 104 at a low level, then the 
waveform selector circuits 112a and b, which are controlled 
by external waveform Select signals, can be omitted in the 
Scanning line driving circuit 104. 
A second embodiment of the driving circuit will now be 

described with reference to FIG. 6 and FIG. 7. FIG. 6 shows 
the data line driving circuit 101 in the second embodiment. 
FIG. 7 shows the circuit diagrams of the transmission gates 
constituting the bidirectional shift register of the data line 
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driving circuit 101. The constituent elements, which are the 
same as those of the first embodiment shown in FIG. 2, are 
given the same reference numerals and the description 
thereof will be omitted. 

In FIG. 6, the data line driving circuit 101 is equipped 
with a bidirectional shift register 121 which has an odd 
number of output Stages, each Stage of the bidirectional shift 
register 121 includes two transmission gates 124 and 125 
constituting another example of the first gate means and two 
clocked inverters 126 and 127. 
The transmission gate 124, as an example of the first 

transmission gate, is constituted and connected Such that it 
permits the transfer and fixes the transfer direction to the one 
from L to R when the transfer direction control signal D is 
at high level. 
The transmission gate 125, as an example of the Second 

transmission gate, is constituted and connected Such that it 
permits the transfer and fixes the transfer direction to the one 
from R to L when the inverted transfer direction control 
signal D INV is at high level. 
The clocked inverter 126, as another example of the first 

clocked inverter, is constituted and connected Such that, if 
the transfer direction is fixed to the one from L to R, then the 
clocked inverter 126 transferS the transfer Signal, which is 
transferred via the transmission gate 124, when the clock 
signal CL is at high level. If the transfer direction is fixed to 
the one from R to L, then the clocked inverter 126 transfers 
the transfer Signal, which is transferred via the transmission 
gate 125, when the clock Signal CL is at high level. 
The clocked inverter 127, as another example of the 

Second clocked inverter, is constituted and connected Such 
that, if the transfer direction is fixed to the one from R to L, 
then the clocked inverter 127 applies feedback to the transfer 
Signal, which is transferred via the transmission gate 125, 
before or after the inverter 128, when the inverted clock 
signal CL INV is at high level. If the transfer direction is 
fixed to the one from L to R, then the clocked inverter 127 
applies feedback to the transfer Signal, which is transferred 
via the transmission gate 124, before or after the inverter 
128, when the inverted clock signal CLINV is at high level. 
The Specific circuit configuration of the transmission gate 

126 shown in FIG. 7(a) is shown by a circuit diagram in FIG. 
7(b). The same circuit configuration applies to another 
transmission gate 127 except that the clock Signal CL and 
the inverted clock signal CL INV applied to a clock input 
terminal are replaced by the inverted transfer direction 
control signal DINV and the transfer direction control signal 
D, respectively. 

In the transmission gate 126, the n-channel TFT which 
receives the clock signal CL through the gate thereof and the 
p-channel TFT which receives the inverted clock signal CL 
INV are connected as illustrated so that the transfer signals 
are transferred between the Source and the drain. Thus, 
neither of the transmission gates requires power Supply, 
providing an advantage in that there is no need to route 
power wiring to the respective transmission gates in the 
entire bidirectional shift register 121. This makes it possible 
to reduce the layout area for the data line driving circuit 101 
and the Scanning line driving circuit 104, permitting a 
Smaller liquid crystal device to be achieved. 

Because of the constitution as described above, the bidi 
rectional shift register 121 functions as a unidirectional shift 
register having transfer directions from L to R or from R to 
L., which is determined depending on the binary level of the 
transfer direction control Signal D and the inverted transfer 
direction control signal D INV. 
The waveform selector circuits 112a and 112b are the 

Same as those of the first embodiment. 
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The description of the Scanning line driving circuit in the 
second embodiment will be omitted because it may be 
constituted in the same manner as that for the Scanning line 
driving circuit 104 in the first embodiment by using the 
bidirectional shift register 111 or 121. 
A third embodiment of the driving circuit will now be 

described with reference to FIG. 8. FIG. 8 shows the data 
line driving circuit in the third embodiment. The composing 
elements, which are same as those of the first embodiment 
shown in FIG. 2, are given Same reference numerals and the 
description thereof will be omitted. 

In FIG. 8, the data line driving circuit 101 is equipped 
with a bidirectional shift register 131 which has an odd 
number of output Stages. Each Stage of the bidirectional shift 
register 131 includes four transmission gates 134 through 
137 constituting another example of the first gate means. 
The transmission gate 134, as another example, of the first 

transmission gate is constituted Such that it permits transfer 
and fixes the transfer direction to the one from L to R when 
the transfer direction control Signal D is at high level. 

The transmission gate 135, as another example of the 
Second transmission gate, is constituted Such that it permits 
transfer and fixes the transfer direction to the one from R to 
L when the inverted transfer direction control signal D INV 
is at high level. 

The transmission gate 136, as an example of the third 
transmission gate, is constituted and connected Such that, if 
the transfer direction is fixed to the one from L to R, then it 
transferS the transfer Signal, which is transferred via the 
transmission gate 134, when the clock signal CL is at high 
level. If the transfer direction is fixed to the one from R to 
L, then it transferS the transfer Signal, which is transferred 
via the transmission gate 135, when the clock signal CL is 
at high level. 
The transmission gate 137, as an example of the fourth 

transmission gate, is constituted Such that, if the transfer 
direction is fixed to the one from R to L, then the transmis 
Sion gate 137 applies feedback to the transfer Signal, which 
is transferred via the transmission gate 135, before or after 
the inverters 138 and 139 when the inverted clock signal CL 
INV is at high level. If the transfer direction is fixed to the 
one from L to R, then the transmission gate 137 applies 
feedback to the transfer Signal, which is transferred via the 
transmission gate 134, before or after the inverters 138 and 
139 when the inverted clock signal CL INV is at high level. 

Because of the constitution as described above, the bidi 
rectional shift register 131 functions as a unidirectional shift 
register having the transfer directions from L to R or from 
R to L, which is decided according to the binary level of the 
transfer direction control Signal D and the inverted transfer 
direction control signal D INV. 

Moreover, in this embodiment, the circuit constituting the 
bidirectional shift register 131 is formed using the transmis 
Sion gates, thus it is not necessary to route a power Supply 
to the bidirectional shift register 131. This makes it possible 
to reduce the layout area for the data line driving circuit 101 
and the Scanning line driving circuit 104, permitting a 
Smaller liquid crystal device to be achieved. 

The waveform selector circuits 112a and 112b are the 
Same as those of the first embodiment. 

The description of the Scanning line driving circuit in the 
third embodiment will be omitted because it may be con 
Stituted in the same manner as that for the Scanning line 
driving circuit 104 in the first embodiment by using the 
bidirectional register 111, 121 or 131. 
(Modifications of the Driving Circuit) 
A modification of the driving circuit will now be 

described with reference to FIG. 9 and FIG. 10. Each of the 
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modifications will relate to modified bidirectional shift 
registers, So that description will be given only about this 
aspect. 
A first modification employs “a transmission gate-- 

inverter 114 and “a transmission+inverter 115" respec 
tively as shown in FIG. 9 in place of the clocked inverters 
114 and 115 for fixing the transfer direction in the first 
embodiment (see FIG. 2) described above. Thus, when the 
transfer direction control Signal D and the inverted transfer 
direction control signal D INV are applied to the “transmis 
sion gates--inverters 114 and 115', the embodiment func 
tions as a unidirectional shift register having the transfer 
directions from L to R or from R to L, which is decided in 
accordance with the binary level of the Signals. In this case, 
in comparison with the first embodiment, Since the trans 
mission gates do not require power Supplies as illustrated in 
FIG. 7(b), the layout area for a peripheral circuit can be 
reduced, permitting a Smaller liquid crystal device to be 
accomplished. 
A Second modification employs a p-channel TFT or an 

n-channel TFT in place of at least one of the transmission 
gates 124, 125 and 134 through 137 in the second and third 
embodiments (refer to FIG. 6 and FIG. 8). FIG. 10 shows an 
example which employs either the p-channel TFT or the 
n-channel TFT. In this case, in comparison with the first 
embodiment, the Structure in case of using either the 
p-channel TFT or the n-channel TFT is less complex than the 
transmission gates shown in FIG. 7 and does not require a 
power Supply. The number of the required elements can be 
reduced to a half of the transmission gates, So that the layout 
area for the data line driving circuit 101 and the Scanning 
line driving circuit 104 can be further reduced, permitting a 
very Small liquid crystal device to be achieved. 

Moreover, a bidirectional shift register which has an odd 
number of output stages in accordance with the present 
invention can be constituted by using a variety of Semicon 
ductor devices, basic circuits, etc., and Since an odd number 
of output Stages is used, it is possible to constitute a 
convenient bidirectional shift register, which allows the 
transfer direction to be inverted merely by changing the 
binary level of the transfer direction control signals without 
the need for inverting the clock signals or the waveform 
Select Signals as described above. This makes it possible to 
realize a liquid crystal device which allows vertical Scanning 
or horizontal Scanning to be easily inverted horizontally or 
vertically. 

In the embodiments described above, the bidirectional 
shift register is configured to allow appropriate time inter 
vals between the waveform select signals ENB1 and ENB2 
so as to prevent the waveform select signals ENB1 and 
ENB2, which are respectively issued from adjoining wave 
form Selector circuits, from being Superimposed. Even if a 
shift register does not have the bidirectional constitution, it 
is effective for preventing ghosts or uneven images that 
adjusting the pulse width of a clock signal by using the 
waveform Selector circuit having a structure of the 
embodiments, and making arrangement to avoid the overlap 
of adjacent waveform Select Signals. 
A modification of the waveform Select Signal in the 

aforesaid embodiments will be described in conjunction 
with FIG. 17. FIG. 17 illustrates the waveforms of the start 
Signal SP, the clock Signal CL and the inverted clock signal 
CL INV, and the waveform select signals ENB1 and ENB2. 
Only the differences from the aforesaid embodiments will be 
described, and the description of common configurations 
will be omitted. 

In FIG. 17, the transition of the pulse waveform of the 
waveform Select Signal is not rectangular and is slopped at 
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a few tens of ns, preferably in the range from 20 ns to 50 ns. 
More Specifically, the pulse waveform is not rectangular and 
is slopped within the foregoing range at the time of rising 
and falling of the waveform select signals ENB1 and ENB2. 
By making the pulse waveform non-rectangular in this 
manner, the ringing of the waveform Select signal itself can 
be Suppressed, and it is also possible to prevent the Signal 
components of the waveform Select signals from being 
written as noises into the image Signal lines. 
More description will be given in conjunction with the top 

plan view of FIG. 18 showing the layout of the waveform 
Select signal and the image Signal line. In FIG. 18, reference 
numerals 185 and 186 denote the waveform select signal 
lines of the waveform select signals ENB1 and ENB2 and 
reference numerals 187 through 192 denote the image signal 
lines VID1 through VID6. 

The waveform select signals ENB1 and ENB2 and the 
image signals VID1 and VID2 are respectively applied from 
an external circuit (not shown in figure) to the waveform 
select signal lines 185 and 186 and the image signal lines 
187 and 188 via mounted terminals 181, 182, 183, and 184. 
In the drawing, the mounted terminals of the image Signal 
lines 189 through 192 are omitted. 

For instance, as shown in FIG. 18, when the waveform 
select signal lines 185 and 186 of the waveform select 
signals ENB1 and ENB2, and the image signal lines 187 
through 192 of the image signals VID1 through VID6 are 
disposed adjacently, it is possible that the waveform Select 
signals ENB1 and ENB2 of the waveform select signal lines 
185 and 186 are Superimposed as noises on the image Signals 
VID1 through VID6 of the image signal lines 187 through 
192. Even if the lines are disposed adjacently, however, such 
a problem can be avoided by making the transition of the 
waveform Select Signals non-rectangular as described above. 

In the embodiments given above, an example of the pixel 
driving means for actively driving the liquid crystal Section 
corresponding to pixels, through the pixel electrode 11 and 
the TFT 30, has been constituted. The pixel driving means, 
however, is not limited to the example. For instance, another 
example of the pixel driving means may be configured by 
the opposite electrode mentioned below, the pixel electrode 
11, and two-terminal nonlinear device, according to the 
method as follows: one of the data line 35 or the scanning 
line 31 is provided as an opposite electrode on an opposite 
Substrate, and a two-terminal nonlinear device Such as an 
MIM driving device, which has bidirectional diode 
characteristics, is installed between the other of the data line 
35 and the scanning line 31 formed on the TFT array 
substrate 1. Further, the embodiment can be applied to a 
variety of Switching devices and also to a variety of liquid 
crystal materials (liquid crystalline phases), operation 
modes, liquid crystalline orientation, driving methods, etc. 

The embodiments of the electronic apparatus provided 
with the liquid crystal device 10 which has been explained 
in detail above will now be described with reference to FIG. 
11 through FIG. 15. 

First, FIG. 11 shows the schematic constitution of the 
electronic apparatus provided with the liquid crystal device 
10. In FIG. 11, the electronic apparatus is provided with a 
display information output source 1000, a display informa 
tion processing circuit 1002, a driving circuit 1004 which 
includes the foregoing Scanning line driving circuit 104 and 
the data line driving circuit 101, the liquid crystal device 10, 
a clock generating circuit 1008, and a power circuit 1010. 
The display information output source 1000 includes pri 
marily memories Such as a read only memory (ROM), a 
random access memory (RAM), and an optical disk device, 
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and a tuning circuit. It issues display information Such as the 
image Signals in a predetermined format to the display 
information processing circuit 1002 in accordance with the 
clock Signals received from the clock generating circuit 
1008. The display information processing circuit 1002 
includes widely known various processing circuits Such as 
an amplifier/polarity inverting circuit, a phase developing 
circuit, a rotation circuit, gamma correcting circuit, and 
clamping circuit. It Sequentially generates digital signals 
from the display information Supplied according to the clock 
Signals and outputs them together with clock signals CLK to 
the driving circuit 1004. The driving circuit 1004 drives the 
liquid crystal device 10 according to the driving method 
described above. The power circuit 1010 supplies predeter 
mined power to the aforesaid circuits. The driving circuit 
1004 may alternatively be placed on the TFT array substrate 
constituting the liquid crystal device 10, in addition, the 
display information processing circuit 1002 may be mounted 
thereto. 

Specific examples of the electronic apparatus configured 
as described above are shown in FIG. 12 through FIG. 15. 

In FIG. 12, a liquid crystal projector 1100, as an example 
of an electronic apparatus, has three liquid crystal display 
modules including the liquid crystal device 10, in which the 
foregoing driving circuit 1004 is mounted on the TFT array 
Substrate, and the three crystal display modules Serving as 
RGB light valves 10R, 10G, and 10B, respectively, to 
constitute a projection type projector. In the liquid crystal 
projector 1100, when an incident light ray is emitted from a 
lamp unit 1102 Serving as a white light Source, in a light 
guide 1104, the light ray is divided into light components R, 
G, and B corresponding to the RGB three primary colors 
through two dichroic mirrors 1108 via a plurality of mirrors 
1106, and the light components are led to light valves 10R, 
10G, and 10B which correspond to the colors. Then, the light 
components corresponding to the three primary colors, 
which have been respectively modulated by the light valves 
10R, 10G, and 10B, are re-composited through a dichroic 
prism 1112 before they are projected as a color image onto 
a Screen or the like via a projection lens 1114. 

In FIG. 13, a laptop type personal computer 1200, which 
is another example of an electronic apparatus, has the 
aforesaid liquid crystal device 10 provided in the top cover 
case thereof. It is further provided with a main body 1204 
which includes a CPU, memory, modem, etc. and a keyboard 
1202. 

FIG. 14 shows a pager 1300, which is a further example 
of an electronic apparatus. It includes the foregoing driving 
circuit 1004, which is mounted with a metal frame 1302 on 
the TFT array substrate, and the liquid crystal device 10, 
which is to constitute a liquid crystal display module, is also 
included in the pager 1300 together with a light guide 1306 
including a backlight 1306a, a circuit board 1308, first and 
second shielding plates 1310 and 1312, two elastic conduc 
tive members 1314 and 1316, and a filter carrier tape 1318. 
In this example, the foregoing display information proceSS 
ing circuit 1002 (refer to FIG. 11) may alternatively be 
mounted on the circuit board 1308 or on the TFT array 
substrate of the liquid crystal device 10. Furthermore, the 
aforesaid driving circuit 1004 may alternatively be mounted 
on the circuit board 1308. 

Since the example shown in FIG. 14 is a pager, the circuit 
board 1308 and others are provided, however, in the case of 
the liquid crystal device 10 wherein the driving circuit 1004 
and the display information processing circuit 1002 are 
mounted to comprise the liquid crystal display module, it is 
possible to fabricate, Sell and use the liquid crystal devices 
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that the liquid crystal device, in which the liquid crystal 
device 10 is fixed in the metal frame 1302, or the back light 
type liquid crystal device, in which the light guide 1306 is 
further provided thereto. 

Further, in case of the liquid crystal device 10, which is 
not provided with the driving circuit 1004 or the display 
information processing circuit 1002 as shown in FIG. 15, it 
is possible to form the liquid crystal device in the following 
ways, for fabricating, Selling and using, that an IC 1324 
which includes the driving circuit 1004 and the display 
information processing circuit 1002 may be physically and 
electrically connected to a tape carrier package (TCP) 1320, 
which is mounted on a polyimide tape 1322, via an aniso 
tropic conductive film which is provided around the TFT 
array Substrate 1. 

In addition to the electronic apparatus which has been 
described with reference to FIG. 12 through FIG. 15, there 
are more examples of the electronic apparatus as shown in 
FIG. 11, such as liquid crystal televisions, viewfinder type or 
monitor direct viewing type Video tape recorders, car navi 
gation System, electronic organizers, calculators, word 
processors, WorkStations, portable telephones, Visual 
telephones, POS terminals, and apparatuses with a touch 
panel. 

The electro-optical apparatus in accordance with the 
present invention can be used as the electro-optical device 
including liquid crystal, light emitting polymer, LEDs, etc., 
and the pixel driving circuit in accordance with the present 
invention can be used for a various type of active matrix 
driving System apparatuses. Moreover, the electronic appa 
ratus in accordance with the present invention is constituted 
using the electro-optical device or the driving circuit as 
described above, and it can be used as an electronic appa 
ratus or the like which is capable of providing high-quality 
image display. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A driving circuit that Sequentially drives a plurality of 

Switching elements that apply a plurality of image signals to 
a plurality of pixel electrodes, the driving circuit compris 
Ing: 

a shift register that Sequentially provides a plurality of 
output signals, 

a plurality of Selecting circuits that provide a plurality of 
driving Signals that are derived from the output signals 
provided by the shift register according to a plurality of 
enable signals, and 

a plurality of Sampling circuits that provide the plurality 
of corresponding Switching elements with the image 
Signal based on the driving Signal outputted from the 
Selecting circuit, 

each of the plurality of enable signals having a non 
rectangular pulse waveform that define times at which 
the Selecting circuits should provide the Sampling cir 
cuits with the plurality of driving Signals, 

wherein a rising transition of the non-rectangular pulse 
waveform of the enable signals takes a period of time 
ranging from 20 ns to 50 ns. 

2. The driving circuit according to claim 1, wherein a 
falling transition of the non-rectangular pulse waveform of 
the enable Signals takes a period of time ranging from 20 ns 
to 50 ns. 

3. An electro-optical apparatus including a driving circuit 
for the electro-optical apparatus according to claim 1. 

4. An electronic apparatus provided with the electro 
optical apparatus according to claim 3. 

5. A method of sequentially driving a plurality of Switch 
ing elements that apply a plurality of image Signals to a 
plurality of pixel electrodes, comprising: 
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Sequentially providing a plurality of output signals from a 

shift register; 
providing a plurality of driving Signals that are derived 

from the output Signals according to a plurality of 
enable Signals by a Selecting circuit, and 

providing the plurality of corresponding Switching ele 
ments with the image Signal based on the driving Signal 
outputted from the Selecting circuit by the Sampling 
circuit, 

each of the plurality of enable Signals having a non 
rectangular pulse waveform that define times at which 
the plurality of driving Signals are provided to the 
Sampling circuit, 

wherein a rising transition of the non-rectangular pulse 
waveform of the enable signals takes a period of time 
ranging from 20 ns to 50 ns. 

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein a falling 
transition of the non-rectangular pulse waveform of the 
enable Signals takes a period of time ranging from 20 ns to 
50 ns. 

7. A driving circuit that Sequentially drives a plurality of 
Switching elements that apply a plurality of image signals to 
a plurality of pixel electrodes, the driving circuit compris 
Ing: 

a shift register that Sequentially provides the Switching 
elements with a plurality of output signals that Sequen 
tially drive the Switching elements, and 

a plurality of Selecting circuits that provide the Switching 
elements with a plurality of driving Signals that are 
derived from the output signals provided by the shift 
register according to a plurality of enable signals, each 
of the plurality of enable signals having a non 
rectangular pulse waveform that define times at which 
the Selecting circuits should provide the Switching 
elements with the plurality of driving Signals, 

wherein a rising transition of the non-rectangular pulse 
waveform of the enable signals takes a period of time 
ranging from 20 ns to 50 ns. 

8. An electro-optical apparatus including a driving circuit 
for the electro-optical apparatus according to claim 7. 

9. An electronic apparatus provided with the electro 
optical apparatus according to claim 8. 

10. A method of sequentially driving a plurality of Switch 
ing elements that apply a plurality of image Signals to a 
plurality of pixel electrodes, comprising: 

Sequentially providing the Switching elements with a 
plurality of output signals that Sequentially drive the 
Switching elements, and 

providing the Switching elements with a plurality of 
driving Signals that are derived from the output signals 
according to a plurality of enable Signals, each of the 
plurality of enable Signals having a non-rectangular 
pulse waveform that define times at which the plurality 
of driving Signals are provided to the Switching 
elements, 

wherein a rising transition of the non-rectangular pulse 
waveform of the enable signals takes a period of time 
ranging from 20 ns to 50 ns. 

11. A driving circuit that Sequentially drives a plurality of 
Switching elements that apply a plurality of image signals to 
a plurality of pixel electrodes, the driving circuit compris 
Ing: 

a shift register that Sequentially provides a plurality of 
Output signals, 

a plurality of Selecting circuits that provide a plurality of 
driving Signals that are derived from the output signals 
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provided by the shift register according to a plurality of 
enable signals, and 

a plurality of Sampling circuits that provide the plurality 
of corresponding Switching elements with the image 
Signal based on the driving Signal outputted from the 
Selecting circuit, 

each of the plurality of enable signals having a non 
rectangular pulse waveform that define times at which 
the Selecting circuits should provide the Sampling cir 
cuits with the plurality of driving Signals, 

wherein a falling transition of the non-rectangular pulse 
waveform of the enable signals takes a period of time 
ranging from 20 ns to 50 ns. 

12. The driving circuit according to claim 11, wherein a 
rising transition of the non-rectangular pulse waveform of 
the enable Signals takes a period of time ranging from 20 ns 
to 50 ns. 

13. An electro-optical apparatus including a driving cir 
cuit for the electro-optical apparatus according to claim 11. 

14. An electronic apparatus provided with the electro 
optical apparatus according to claim 13. 

15. A method of sequentially driving a plurality of Switch 
ing elements that apply a plurality of image Signals to a 
plurality of pixel electrodes, comprising: 

Sequentially providing a plurality of output signals from a 
shift register; 

providing a plurality of driving Signals that are derived 
from the output Signals according to a plurality of 
enable signals by a Selecting circuit, and 

providing the plurality of corresponding Switching ele 
ments with the image Signal based on the driving Signal 
outputted from the selecting circuit by a sampling 
circuit, 

each of the plurality of enable signals having a non 
rectangular pulse waveform that define times at which 
the plurality of driving Signals are provided to the 
Sampling circuit 

wherein a falling transition of the non-rectangular pulse 
waveform of the enable signals takes a period of time 
ranging from 20 ns to 50 ns. 

16. The method according to claim 5, wherein a rising 
transition of the non-rectangular pulse waveform of the 
enable Signals takes a period of time ranging from 20 ns to 
50 ns. 
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17. A driving circuit that Sequentially drives a plurality of 

Switching elements that apply a plurality of image signals to 
a plurality of pixel electrodes, the driving circuit compris 
ing: 

a shift register that Sequentially provides the Switching 
elements with a plurality of output signals that Sequen 
tially drive the Switching elements, and 

a plurality of Selecting circuits that provide the Switching 
elements with a plurality of driving Signals that are 
derived from the output signals provided by the shift 
register according to a plurality of enable signals, each 
of the plurality of enable signals having a non 
rectangular pulse waveform that define times at which 
the Selecting circuits should provide the Switching 
elements with the plurality of driving Signals, 

wherein a falling transition of the non-rectangular pulse 
waveform of the enable signals takes a period of time 
ranging from 20 ns to 50 ns. 

18. The driving circuit according to claim 17, wherein a 
rising transition of the non-rectangular pulse waveform of 
the enable Signals takes a period of time ranging from 20 ns 
to 50 ns. 

19. An electro-optical apparatus including a driving cir 
cuit for the electro-optical apparatus according to claim 17. 

20. An electronic apparatus provided with the electro 
optical apparatus according to claim 19. 

21. A method of Sequentially driving a plurality of Switch 
ing elements that apply a plurality of image Signals to a 
plurality of pixel electrodes, comprising: 

Sequentially providing the Switching elements with a 
plurality of output signals that Sequentially drive the 
Switching elements, and 

providing the Switching elements with a plurality of 
driving Signals that are derived from the output signals 
according to a plurality of enable Signals, each of the 
plurality of enable Signals having a non-rectangular 
pulse waveform that define times at which the plurality 
of driving Signals are provided to the Switching ele 
ments, 

wherein a falling transition of the non-rectangular pulse 
waveform of the enable signals takes a period of time 
ranging from 20 ns to 50 ns. 
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