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57 ABSTRACT 
The invention relates to the comminution of material 
for grinding, particularly for the production of cement, 
wherein the material for grinding is comminuted in a 
mill and the comminution product is classified in a clas 
sification zone into fines and oversize material and the 
oversize material is returned to the mill. With a view to 
effective influencing of the breadth of the particle size 
distribution as well as a relatively low specific energy 
consumption the comminution product is classified in 
the classification zone in at least two air separators 
which are connected one behind the other in series, and 
a proportion of the oversize material from the first air 
separator is returned directly to the mill, the remaining 
proportion being delivered to the second air separator. 

17 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR THE 
COMMINUTION OF MATERAL FOR GRNDING 

The invention relates to a method and apparatus for 
the comminution of material for subsequent grinding. 

BACKGROUND 

Brittle materials utilized in the production of cement 
conventionally are comminuted to reduce the material 
to fine particles. Such brittle material may include, for 
example, cement, clinker, gypsum and granulated blast 
furnace slag, which typically are comminuted either 
separately or as a mixture and constitute the principal 
components of the cement product. In this case the 
comminution of the material for grinding takes place in 
a closed circuit, in which comminution product coming 
from a mill is classified in a classification zone into fine 
material, which is drawn off as finished product, and 
oversize material, which is not yet sufficiently commi 
nuted and is returned to the mill for further comminu 
tion. 

It is generally known in the art that cements or simi 
lar products which are ground in a closed circuit with a 
high-pressure grinding roll mill differ in their quality 
characteristics from those products which are produced 
in roller mills, ball mills or the like. These differences of 
quality are expressed principally in a greater use of 
water than, for example, with ball mill products for the 
standard stiffness of cement mortar or concrete. Start 
ing from this problem, therefore, it is proposed in EP-A- 
406 591 inter alia that the agglomerated comminution 
product, so-called scabs, coming from a high-pressure 
grinding roll mill should first of all be disagglomerated 
and then a part thereof should be fed directly back to 
the mill, whilst the other part of the comminution prod 
uct is separated in two air separators which are con 
nected in parallel and set to different degrees of fine 
ness, i.e. the proportion of the comminution product 
passed to the classification zone is first of all divided in 
a material stream divider into two part-streams, of 
which one part stream is delivered to one air separator 
and the other part-stream is delivered to the parallel 
connected second air separator. Whereas the entire 
quantity of oversize material from each separator is 
returned directly to the mill, the fines from both paral 
lel-connected separators are mixed together and drawn 
off. This should make it possible for the particle size 
distribution the finished product to be set specifically 
over a large range during energy-saving comminution 
in order to be able to achieve a particularly favourable 
behaviour during processing with the desired strength 
development. 
The object of the invention is to make further devel 

opments in such a way that with specific setting possi 
bilities in the particle size distribution of the finished 
product the desired product quality can be achieved 
with a further reduced and relatively low specific en 
ergy consumption. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

. According to this method of the invention, in the 
classification zone the comminution product coming 
from the mill is subjected to air separation in at least two 
separating stages arranged one after the other in series, 
wherein the accumulated fines are drawn off from the 
first air separation stage and the oversize material is 
divided into two part-streams, of which one first over 
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size material part-stream is returned directly to the mill 
and a second oversize material part-stream is delivered 
to a second air separation stage, from which all oversize 
material is then also returned to the mill and the fines 
are brought together with the fines from the first air 
separation stage and mixed and drawn off as finished 
product. 

In the tests on which the invention is based it was 
possible to confirm that precisely this series connection 
of air separation stages or air separators in the classifica 
tion zone entails a specific energy consumption which is 
markedly reduced by comparison with the known con 
struction (EP-A-406 591) explained above. In this case, 
however, the series connection of the air separation 
stages/air separators which is proposed according to 
the invention creates a quite specific setting possibility 
for the particle size distribution in the finished material 
or finished product, i.e. a desired and effective influence 
in the breadth of this particle size distribution, as a result 
of which the product quality which is desired or neces 
sary in each case can be ensured. This to some extent 
produces a type of multi-parameter separation. 

It is particularly advantageous if in the classification 
zone the first air separation stage is operated as the fine 
separation stage and the second air separation stage is 
operated as the coarse separation stage. 

Furthermore, in many cases it can be particularly 
advantageous if, before the actual classification zone 
(with the two air separation stages), the comminution 
product coming from the mill is also subjected to a 
preliminary separation from which the accumulated 
oversize material is also returned to the mill and only 
the fines are passed on to the classification zone. Such a 
relatively coarse preliminary separation of the commi 
nution product before the classification zone is pre 
ferred above all when it is intended that a measurable 
quantity of oversize material should enter the fine/fin 
ished material in order thereby to achieve a particularly 
broad particle size spectrum (with sufficiently fine and 
coarse proportions of material) in the finished material. 
The air separation stages in the classification zone can 
be appropriately relieved of load by the use of this 
coarse preliminary separation, so that on the one hand 
they can be used more precisely and on the other hand 
they can be relieved of load in the desired manner. The 
latter brings with it a corresponding reduction in the 
expenditure on apparatus. Moreover, however, the 
relief of the load on the air separation stages by the 
preliminary separation also results in a marked reduc 
tion in wear within the air separators used in the air 
separation stages, since excessively coarse quantities of 
material which are particularly wearing are separated 
out of the comminution product in the preliminary 
separation and can be returned to the mill. 
A particularly low-wear and energy-saving prelimi 

nary separation of the comminution product can be 
carried out particularly favourably in the form of a 
fluidised bed separation. 
A very advantageous and preferred embodiment of 

the invention is to be seen in a method in which the 
material for grinding, particularly brittle material for 
grinding, is comminuted in a high-pressure grinding roll 
mill with rolls which revolve in opposite directions and 
are pressed against one another at high pressure. In this 
case it is also advantageous for the comminution prod 
uct coming from the high-pressure grinding roll mill to 
be passed through a disagglomeration stage before 
being introduced into the classification zone, in which 
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case the possibility exists if required for a proportion of 
the broken-up comminution product to be branched off 
after the disagglomeration stage and returned directly 
to the mill for further comminution, whilst the remain 
ing proportion of the comminution product is passed to 
the classification zone. 

It is also particularly advantageous if at least in the 
first air separation stage a particularly selective high 
capacity air separation which can be regulated within 
wide limits is carried out in terms of adjustability of the 
particle size distribution of the fine material. This em 
bodiment of the invention is particularly preferred in 
combination with a use of the high-pressure grinding 
roll mill discussed above for the comminution of the 
material for grinding. 
The invention will be explained below with the aid of 

some embodiments which are illustrated in the draw 
1ngs. 

THE DRAWINGS 

In FIGS. 1 and 2 the drawings show simplified dia 
grams of two preferred embodiments of the comminu 
tion apparatus according to the invention. 

DETALED DESCRIPTION 

In both embodiments it may be assumed that the 
apparatus illustrated there is a cement grinding appara 
tus in which one or several components, e.g. cement 
clinker, gypsum, blast furnace slag (slag cement) or the 
like-separately or together-can be comminuted in a 
circuit to produce cement with a predetermined fine 
ness and particle size distribution. 
According to the first embodiment which is illus 

trated in FIG. 1 the comminution apparatus contains 
several feedbins 1 for various components of the mate 
rial for grinding which can be delivered in measured 
quantities for example with the aid of conventional belt 
scales 2 to the material inlet shaft 3 of a mill 4. The 
comminution product coming from this mill 4 can be 
delivered as required either directly-as indicated by 
broken lines-or via a disagglomerator 5, which will be 
explained in greater detail below, to a conveyor ar 
rangement 6, for example a bucket elevator or the like, 
which conveys it to a classification zone with two air 
separators, namely a first air separator 7 and a second 
air separator 8, in which the comminution product from 
the mill 4 is classified into fines (arrow F1 or arrow F2) 
and oversize material (according to arrows G1 and G2). 
These two air separators 7, 8 of the classification zone 
are connected in series. A conveyor connection 9, such 
as a conveyor line, is provided between the oversize 
material outlet 7b of the first air separator 7 and the 
material inlet a of the second air separator, and has 
oversize material divider 10 with two oversize material 
branches 10a and 10b. The first oversize material branch 
10a of this oversize material divider 10 is connected by 
a return conveyor line 11 to the material inlet shaft 3 of 
the mill 4, whilst the second oversize material branch 
10b is connected to the material inlet 8a of the second 
air separator 8. Thus a selectable proportion of the 
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4 
also be returned all together to the mill 4 or to the inlet 
shaft 3 thereof-also preferably via the return conveyor 
line 11. The fines outlets 7c and 8c of both air separators 
7, 8 are brought together for combined removal of the 
part-streams of fines (F1 and F2), so that all of the fines 
occurring in both air separators 7, 8 can be drawn off as 
finished material or finished product (FP). 

Depending upon the requirement, the part-streams of 
fines from the two air separators 7, 8 can be brought 
together directly from the fines outlets 7c and 8c or they 
can each be previously passed through an associated 
cyclone separator 7d or 8d respectively which are con 
nected to a dust collector 12, for example in the form of 
a suitable filter, to which the two air separators 7, 8 can 
also be connected (as shown in each case by broken 
lines). In the dust collector 12 precipitated fines can 
also-as indicated by the arrow F3-be delivered to the 
finished product FP. 
As has already been explained above in the method of 

operation, it is preferred that the first air separator 7 is 
constructed in the form of a fine separator in order to 
achieve a particularly fine quantity of finished product 
and the subsequent second air separator 8 is constructed 
in the form of a coarse separator in which the propor 
tion offines (arrow F2) can be kept relatively coarse by 
comparison with the first air separator 7 in order 
thereby to be able to set the particle size distribution in 
the finished product FP within the sufficiently wide 
range required in each case. 

It is also preferred if at least the first air separator 7 is 
constructed in the form of a high-capacity separator 
which is known per se in the manner of a rotor, in 
which the rotor speed and also the separating air supply 
and possibly the separating air distribution can be ad 
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assumed that both air separators 7, 8 connected one 
behind the other in series are constructed in the form of 
such high-capacity separators. By means of such high 
capacity separators which can be regulated within wide 
limits it is possible for both the particle size distribution 
of the fines (F1 and F2) of each air separator 7 and 8 by 
itself and also the particle size distribution of the total 
finished product FP from both air separators 7, 8 to be 
set in the desired manner in each case. 
Moreover, however, the possibility also exists for the 

second air separator 8, which is constructed as a coarse 
separator, to be constructed in another way, for exam 
ple and preferably as a fluidised bed separator with at 
least one upper discharge cone which is adjustable in 
height. Such a construction of a fluidised bed separator 
is explained again below in connection with the example 
of apparatus according to FIG. 2. 

In general any suitable mill could be used as the mill 
4 for comminution of the delivered grinding material 
components. However, in the combination of apparatus 
parts previously described it is particularly preferred to 
use for the comminution of the material for grinding a 

60 
oversize material G1 from the first air separator 7 can be 
fed to the second air separator 8 which is connected 
after it in series for further classification, whilst the 
remaining proportion of the oversize material from the 
first air separator 7 can be returned to the mill 4 via the 
return conveyor line 11 for further comminution. The 
oversize material (G2) coming out of the second air 
separator 8 through the oversize material outlet 8b can 

65 

high-pressure grinding roll mill 4 which is known perse 
in which the material for grinding is comminuted in a 
particularly energy-saving manner in the grinding gap S 
between two rolls 4a which revolve in opposite direc 
tions and are pressed against one another at high pres 
sure. If during this comminution an agglomerated com 
minution product, particularly in the form of so-called 
scabs, occurs in the high-pressure grinding roll mill 
4-depending upon the feed material-then it will be 
advantageous for these scabs to be broken up in the 
disagglomerator 5 arranged after the mill 4 for the pur 
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pose of improved separation possibilities. However, if 
the comminution product coming from the mill 4 con 
tains hardly any agglomerates or no agglomerates at all, 
then the disagglomerator 5 can also be omitted or-as 
indicated by broken lines-can be bypassed. 

For many comminution methods it has proved advan 
tageous if before the disagglomerator 5 an adjustable 
proportion of the comminution product coming from 
the mill 4 is branched off and returned directly to the 
mill 4, whilst only the remaining proportion of the com 
minution product is passed to the disagglomerator 5 so 
that the scabs can be broken up there (as is known per 
se). Accordingly it is advantageous to arrange before 
the disagglomerator 5 or the inlet thereof a product 
divider 13 which is connected by a first branch line 13a 
to the disagglomerator 5 and by a second branch line 
13.b -as indicated by dash-dot lines-to the material 
inlet shaft 3 of the mill 4 so that an adjustable proportion 
of the comminution product coming from the mill 4 is 
broken up on the disagglomerator 5 and is then deliv 
ered via the conveyor arrangement 6 to the classifica 
tion zone or to the material inlet 7a of the first air sepa 
rator 7, whilst the proportion of comminution product 
branched offbefore the disagglomerator 5 is returned to 
the mill 4 for further comminution. 

In the second embodiment of the comminution appa 
ratus illustrated in FIG. 2 the actual comminution and 
the classification in the classification zone can be carried 
out in principle in the same way and with the same 
apparatus parts as has previously been described with 
the aid of the first embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1, so 
that the same parts are identified by the same reference 
numerals and do not have to be explained in detail 
again. Accordingly this embodiment also basically con 
tains the following apparatus parts: 

feed bin 1, 
belt scales 2, 
a material inlet shaft 3, 
a mill, preferably a high-pressure grinding roll mill 4, 
possibly a disagglomerator 5, 
a conveyor arrangement 6, 
a first air separator 7, 
a second air separator 8, 
a conveyor connection 9, 
an oversize material divider 10, 
a return conveyor line 11, 
a dust collector 12, 
optionally a product divider 13. 
The special feature of this second embodiment (FIG. 

2) lies in the fact that a coarse preliminary separator 14 
is arranged before the first air separator 7 of the classifi 
cation zone and is connected by an oversize material 
return line 15-via the return conveyor line 11-to the 
mill inlet formed by the material inlet shaft 3 and is 
connected by its fines line 16 to the material inlet 7a of 
the first air separator. A fines separator 17 is advanta 
geously also provided in this fines line 16 if-as in the 
present case-the fines are conveyed out of the prelimi 
nary separator 14 as a mixture offines and air. The air to 
be drawn out of the fines separator 17 is also introduced 
into the dust collector 12. 
Although in general any suitable preliminary separa 

tor can be used as the coarse preliminary separator 14, 
it is preferred-as indicated schematically in FIG. 
2-for the preliminary separator 14 to be constructed in 
the form of a fluidised bed separator. Accordingly the 
preliminary separator 14 has in its lower region a fun 
nel-shaped oversize material outlet 14a and an inlet base 
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6 
14b connected to a separating air supply 18, whilst in its 
upper region an outlet 14c for an air/fines mixture and 
at least one outlet cone 20 which is adjustable in height 
-according to the double arrow 19-are provided. By 
means of the construction and arrangement of this-at 
least one-adjustable outlet cone 20 the separation limit 
of the material to be separated (comminution product) 
can be set in the desired manner. Moreover, this provi 
sion of at least one outlet cone 20 facilitates a relatively 
high specific material bed loading of the separating air 
leaving the preliminary separator 14 at the outlet 14c, so 
that particularly high throughputs can be ensured in the 
conveying path from the mill 4 to the classification zone 
with the two air separators 7 and 8. Moreover, such a 
fluidised bed separator is exposed to relatively little 
wear, even with relatively abrasive material, and it can 
be operated in a particularly energy-saving manner. 
The arrangement of such a coarse preliminary separa 

tor 14 has the advantage that the air separators 7, 8 of 
the classification zone can be kept free of excessively 
coarse material for separating (comminution product), 
so that on the one hand they can be operated more 
selectively and on the other hand they can be of rela 
tively small construction. Above all when at least the 
first air separator 7 or the classification zone is construc 
ted-as described above-as a high-capacity separator 
in the manner of a rotor, then the arrangement of the 
preliminary separator 14 thereby also offers the further 
advantage that particles of oversize material which 
cause particularly intensive wear can already be precip 
itated out of the comminution product before the first 
air separator 7 and returned to the mill 4, so that this 
first air separator 7 can be protected from excessive 
wearby particularly large particles of oversize material. 

In connection with the construction of this prelimi 
nary separator 14 as a fluidised bed separator reference 
is again made to the embodiment according to FIG. 1, 
in which-as indicated above-the second separator 8, 
which acts as a coarse separator, of the classification 
zone can also be constructed in the form of a fluidised 
bed separator if required, and can in principle be con 
structed in the same way as the preliminary separator 
14, but particularly adapted for the classification work 
in the classification zone. Naturally, the same also ap 
plies to the second air separator 8 in the embodiment 
according to FIG. 2. 
We claim 
1. A method of comminuting brittle material compris 

1ng: 
comminuting brittle material in a mill to produce a 
comminuted product having different particle 
sizes; 

separating the comminuted product in a first stage 
into a first fine fraction and an oversized fraction; 

separating the first fine fraction from the oversized 
fraction; 

dividing the oversized fraction into two streams; 
returning one of the two streams to the mill for fur 

ther comminution; 
separating the other of said streams in a second stage 
downstream of the first separating stage into an 
additional fraction of fine material and a remaining 
fraction of relatively coarse material; 

combining the additional fine fraction with the first 
fraction; and 

returning the remaining fraction of relatively coarse 
fraction of material to the mill for further commi 
nution. 
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2. The method of claim 1 wherein the separations in 
said first stage produces a fine fraction that is relatively 
finer than the fraction of fine material produced in the 
second stage. 

3. The method of claim 1 including subjecting the 
comminuted product to a course preliminary separation 
treatment upstream of the first stage to separate rela 
tively oversized material from relatively finer material, 
returning the oversized material to the mill for further 
comminution, and passing the remainder of the rela 
tively finer material to the first stage. 

4. The method of claim 3 wherein the preliminary 
separation treatment is accomplished by passing the 
comminuted product through a fluidized bed separator. 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the brittle material 
is comminuted in a high-pressure grinding roll mill 
between contrarotating rolls forced against one another 
at high pressure. 

6. The method of claim 5 including passing the com 
minuted product through a disagglomeration stage up 
stream of the first stage. 

7. The method of claim 1 including adjusting the 
separator of the first stage to adjust the particle size 
distribution of the fine fraction. 

8. Apparatus for the comminution of brittle material 
comprising: 
a mill having a comminution zone for comminuting 

brittle material delivered thereto; and 
means forming a classification zone downstream of 

said mill including: 
a) a first stage separator for receiving and separat 

ing the comminuted material into first relatively 
fine and coarse fractions, said first stage separa 
tor having an outlet for each of the coarse and 
fine fractions; 

b) a material divider communicating with said 
coarse fraction outlet of said first stage separator 
for selectively dividing said first coarse fraction 
of material into two streams; 
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c) means communicating with one of said streams 40 
for returning the material of said one of said 
streams to said mill and delivering the other of 
said streams to a second separator for further 
separation of an additional second fraction of 
fine material from the remaining relatively 
coarser, oversized material, said second separa 
tor having an outlet for each of the second 
coarse and fine fractions; 

e) means communicating with said coarse material 
outlet of said second separator for returning said 
second coarse fraction to said mill; and 

f) means communicating with the fine fraction 
outlets of each of said first and second separators 
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8 
for combining the first and second fine fractions 
with one another. 

9. The apparatus of claim 8 wherein said first and 
second stage separators are constructed as fine and 
coarse separators, respectively, to separate relatively 
finer and coarser material, respectively, as said first and 
said second fine fractions. 

10. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein at least said first 
stage separator comprises a high-capacity separator 
having an adjustable-speed rotor and an adjustable air 
supply. 

11. The apparatus of claim 10 wherein each of said 
first and second separators is constructed as a high 
capacity separator. 

12. The apparatus of claim 11 wherein said second 
stage separator comprises a fluidized bed separator hav 
ing at least one adjustable-height upper discharge cone. 

13. The apparatus of claim 8 including coarse prelimi 
nary separator means upstream of said first stage separa 
tor for separating a preliminary coarse fraction of mate 
rial from the remaining relatively finer preliminary 
fraction of material, and means communicating with 
said preliminary separator means for returning said 
preliminary coarse fraction to said mill and for passing 
said finer preliminary fraction to said first stage separa 
tor. 

14. The apparatus of claim 13 wherein said coarse 
preliminary separator means comprises a fluidized bed 
separator having a lower region provided with an inlet 
for receiving the comminuted material, said inlet com 
municating with a separating air supply to separate said 
preliminary finer fraction of said material from said 
preliminary coarse fraction, said lower region further 
having an outlet for the discharge of said preliminary 
coarse fraction of material, and an upper region pro 
vided with an outlet having an adjustable-height outlet 
cone associated therewith for the discharge of said finer 
fraction of material. 

15. The apparatus of claim 8 wherein said mill com: 
prises a high-pressure grinding mill having a pair of 
contrarotating rolls urged toward one another at high 
pressure. 

16. The apparatus of claim 15 including disagglomer 
ator means between said grinding mill and said first 
stage for breaking up agglomerated comminuted prod 
uct produced by said grinding mill. 

17. The apparatus of claim 16 including material di 
vider means between said mill and said disagglomerator 
means having a first branch line connected to said disag 
glomerator means and a second branch line connected 
to an inlet of said mill. 
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