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[57] ABSTRACT

A multiplexable liquid crystal cell having two substrates
1 and 3 which are spaced from each other and form
between each other a cell space filled with liquid-crystal
substance. Strip electrodes 2 are arranged on one sub-
strate 1 while picture electrodes 4 are arranged on the
other substrate 3 opposite the strip electrodes 2. An
insulating layer 7 is arranged on the picture electrodes
4, said layer in its turn bearing a connecting contact 6
which leads to the data line 5.

19 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures
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MULTIPLEXABLE METAL-INSULATOR-METAL
LIQUID CRYSTAL CELL

The present invention relates to a multiplexable lig-
uid-crystal cell having two substrates which are spaced
from each other and form between each other a cell
space filled with liquid-crystal substance, the cell hav-
ing strip electrodes arranged on the cell-space side on
the one substrate and picture electrodes arranged on the
cell-space side on the other substrate opposite the strip
electrodes, the picture electrodes being connected via
metal-insulator-metal elements with data lines, also ar-
ranged on the substrate.

In such a liquid-crystal cell it is known first of all to
apply data lines first of all by tantalum sputtering on the
substrate which is to be provided with the picture elec-
trodes. By partial anodization of this layer, an insulating
layer is built up on the layer of tantalum. By the applica-
tion of further conductor material both onto a part of
the data line and onto a part of the uncovered substrate,
a connecting contact is produced which extends into
the region onto which the material for the picture elec-
trode is then applied. The data line, the insulating layer
and the connecting contact thereby form the metal-
insulator-metal element which serves as so-called non-
linear element for the control of the picture electrode.

The manufacture of this liquid-crystal cell not only
requires a very large number of process steps but is also
expensive, due to the anodic building up of the insulat-
ing layer.

Both the non-transparent data lines, which reduce the
contrast of the display, and the reflecting picture elec-
trodes interfere fwith the clarity of the display.

It is therefore the object of the present invention to
create a liquid-crystal cell of the above-mentioned type
which is simple to manufacture and has a high-contrast,
readily readable display.

This object is achieved in accordance with the inven-
tion in the manner that over the picture electrode (4)
which is arranged on the substrate (3) there is an insulat-
ing layer (7) which in its turn bears a connecting contact
(6) which leads to the data line (5). By this develop-
ment, the number of manufacturing steps can be re-
duced, since the metal-insulator-metal element (MIM
element) consists of the picture electrode, the insulating
layer and the connecting contact and thus, contrary to
the known liquid-crystal cell, the picture electrode is at
the same time a part of the MIM element. It is clear that
instead of the metal layers of the MIM element, semi-
conductor layers can also be used.

The fine structure of the picture electrodes which is
made possible and which can be produced without
substantial problems of adjustment with respect to the
data lines and connecting contacts makes good multi-
plexability possible, which leads to better optical con-
trast and thus to better legibility of the information.

In order that the legibility of the information not be
impaired, the insulating layer can be transparent. If; in
this connection, the insulating layer (7) completely cov-
ers the picture electrode then this layer performs both
the function of part of the MIM element and the func-
tion of an insulator for the picture electrode. Such an
insulator, to be applied in a separate operation, is thus
not necessary.

If this insulating layer (7) has an index of refraction
which is between the index of refraction of the liquid-
crystal substance and the index of refraction of the
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2
transparent picture electrode (4) then it also fulfills a
third function in that, by the removing of reflections
from the picture e)ectrodes, it leads to better higher-
contrast legibility thereof.

The insulating layer may in this connection have an
index of refraction of between 1.4 and 2.0, and prefera-
bly of 1.8.

Another function can furthermore be performed by
the insulating layer (7) in that it has a property which
orients the adjoining liquid-crystal substance and thus is
simultaneously also an orientation layer.

If the data lines (5) and/or the connecting contact (6)
consist of a transparent material, for instance indium tin
oxide, then they cannot interfere with the good legibil-
ity of the display. The data line (5) and the connecting
contact (6) are in this connection preferably applied in
one operation.

If an anti-reflection layer covers the picture electrode
(4) and/or the data line (5) and/or the connecting
contact, no refiection which reduces the contrast and
the legibility can come from any of the parts covered.
This anti-reflection layer can in this case furthermore
also have a property of orienting the adjoining liquid-
crystal substance as well as an insulating property, and
can thus fulfill several functions.

If the data line is arranged parallel to the strip elec-
trodes and opposite the space between two strip elec-
trodes, then the data line and a strip electrode are not
close to each other so that the field present between the
data line and the strip electrode is only very slight.

With the above and other objects and advantages in
view, the present invention will become more clearly
understood in connection with the detailed description
of preferred embodiments, when considered with the
accompanying drawings, of which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a portion of a liquid-
crystal cell according to the invention partially in ex-
ploded view, the portion being that of a single picture
element;

FIG. 2 is a second embodiment example of a liquid-
crystal cell partially in exploded view; and

FIG. 3 is a top view of a portion of a substrate having
four picture electrodes, each of which provides a single
picture element.

The liquid-crystal cells shown in the figures are made
of an upper substrate 1 of glass, which bears a controlla-
ble strip electrode 2. In the construction of a liquid-
crystal cell, it is understood that there are numerous
additional strip electrodes 2 (not shown) arranged in a
side-by-side array. FIGS. 1 and 2 show only portions of
one strip electrode 2, providing a singie picture element,
the remainder of the strip electrode 2 being indicated by
the arrow. The lower substrate 3, which also is made of
glass, bears a picture electrode 4.

A data line 5 and, in one piece therewith, a connect-
ing contact 6 leading to the picture electrode 4 are
furthermore arranged on the substrate 3. The data line 5
connects the picture electrode 4 with numerous other
electrodes of the same form (not shown in FIGS. 1 and
2) arranged in a row with the picture electrode 4, the
remainder of the row being indicated by the arrow.
Thus, the resulting display is formed of a dot-matrix of
the picture elements. Between the connecting contact 6,
which partially overlaps the picture electrode 4, and
said picture electrode 4 there is arranged an insulating
layer 7 which, in FIGS. 1 and 3, covers only about the
size of the connecting contact 6, while in FIG. 2 it
covers the entire picture electrode 4 as well as the entire
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part of the substrate 3 not covered by the picture elec-
trode 4.

Between the substrates, which are shown spaced part
from each other in exploded view in FIGS. 1 and 2,
there is arranged the liquid crystal substance (not
shown) which is indicated symbolically by a helix 8.

The picture electrode 4 as well as the data lines 5 and
the connecting contacts 6, which form a single applica-
tion layer, are formed of indium tin oxide and are thus
transparent. The insulating layer is also transparent, so
that no impairment of the legibility of the display can
result from any of these parts.

If the insulating layer 7 has an index of refraction
which lies between the index of refraction of the liquid-
crystal substance and the index of refraction of the
transparent picture electrode and if it furthermore has
properties which orient the adjoining liquid-crystal
substance, then several functions will be performed by
it, and the further operations which would otherwise be
necessary in order to produce layers performing these
functions are saved.

Further details in the construction of metal-insulator-
metal devices is provided in FIG. 1 of an article entitled
“The Optimization of Metal-Insulator-Metal Non-linear
Devices for use in Multiplex Liquid Crystal Displays™
by D. R. Baraff et al, appearing in the IEEE transaction
on electronic devices, volume E-28, No. 6, June 1981 on
pages 736-739.

We claim:

1. In a multiplexable liquid-crystal cell having two
substrates which are spaced from each other and form
between each other a cell space filled with liquid-crystal
substance, the cell having strip electrodes arranged on
one of the substrates on the side of the cell space and
picture electrodes arranged opposite the strip elec-
trodes side on the other substrate on the side of the cell
space, the picture electrodes being connected via metal-
insulator-metal elements with data lines, the latter being
also arranged on said other substrate, the improvement
comprising

a separate insulating layer disposed on each of said

picture electrodes, each of said picture electrodes
being located between said insulating layer and said
other substrate, and

a connecting contact carried by said insulating layer

and laying on a side of said insulating layer oppo-
site said other substrate, said connecting contact
leading to one of said data lines, and wherein

said picture electrode, in combination with said insu-

lating layer and said connecting contact, forms a
metal-insulator-metal connection.

2. The muitiplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in
claim 1, wherein

said insulating layer is transparent.

3. The multiplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in
claim 2, wherein ,

said insulating layer covers said picture electrodes.

4. The multiplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in
claim 3, wherein

said insulating layer has an index of refraction which

is between the index of refraction of the liquid-
crystal substance and the index of refraction of the
transparent picture electrodes.

5. The multiplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in
claim 4, wherein

said insulating layer has an index of refraction of

between 1.4 and 2.0.
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6. In a multiplexable liquid-crystal cell having two
substrates which are spaced from each other and form
between each other a cell space filled with liquid-crystal
substance, the cell having strip electrodes arranged on
one of the substrates on the side of the cell space and
picture electrodes arranged opposite the strip elec-
trodes side on the other substrate on the side of the cell
space, the picture electrodes being connected via metal-
insulator-metal elements with data lines, the latter being
also arranged on said other substrate, the improvement
comprising

a separate insulating layer disposed on each of said

picture electrodes and covering said picture elec-
trodes, said insulating layer having an index of
refraction which is between the index of refraction
of the liquid-crystal substance and the index of
refraction of the transparent picture electrodes,
and

a connecting contact carried by said insulating layer,

said connecting contact leading to one of said data
lines, and wherein

said insulating layer has an index of refraction of 1.8,

and said picture electrode, in combination with said
insulating layer and said connecting contact, forms
a metal-insulator-metal connection.

7. The multiplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in
claim 1, wherein

said insulating layer orients the adjoining liquid-crys-

tal substance.

8. The muliplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in
claim 1, wherein

said data lines and said connecting contact are made

of a transparent material.

9. The multiplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in
claim 8, wherein

said transparent material is indium tin oxide.

10. The multiplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in
claim 1, wherein

said connecting contact serves as one element of said

metal-insulator-metal connection, and

said data lines and the connecting contacts are ap-
plied in one operation.

11. The multiplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in
claim 1, further comprising

an anti-reflection layer which covers the picture elec-

trodes and the data lines and the connecting
contact.

12. The muitiplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in
claim 11, wherein

said anti-reflection layer orients the adjoining liquid-

crystal substance.

13. The multiplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in
claim 11, wherein

said anti-reflection layer has an insulating property.

14. The multiplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in
claim 1, wherein '

each of said data lines is positioned parallel to the

strip electrodes and opposite the intermediate
space between two strip electrodes.

15. The multiplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in
claim 1, wherein '

said data lines are made of a transparent material.

16. The multiplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in
claim 1, wherein '

said connecting contact is made of a transparent ma-

terial.

17. The multiplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in
claim 1, further comprising
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an anti-reflection layer which covers the picture elec- 19. The multiplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in
trodes. claim 1, further comprising _
18. The multiplexable liquid-crystal cell as set forth in an anti-reflection layer which covers the connecting
claim 1, further comprising contact.

an anti-reflection layer which covers the data lines. 5 ok ox ko
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