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... This invention relates to so-called thumb 
latches for file cabinet drawers, more particular 
ly metal cabinets, and has for its general purpose 
the provision of an improved latch of this type. 
More Specifically, this invention provides an in 
proved latch of this character which is of simple 
and economical construction both as to number 
and 'Configuration of parts, is easy to assenhle 
and to Operate, is pleasing in appearance, and 
Completely conceals any openings through the 
drawer head. 
A better understanding of this invention and 

its inherent advantages will be had from the foll 
lowing detailed description when read in con 
nection. With the diaWings in Which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a portion of a 
drawer and file cabinet having a latch of this 
invention embodied therein; and 

Fig. 2 is a rear elevation of a portion of the 
latch illustrating how the latch bar is retained 
in position by a single Spring which is also the 
actuating Spring for the latch. - 

Referring to the drawings, there is illustrated 
a portion of a metal file cabinet and a portion of 
a drawer, both the cabinet and the drawer be 
ing broken away, more clearly to illustrate the 
latch and keeper for securing the drawer in 
closed position. It will be understood that while 
one particular form of metal file cabinet has been 
illustrated the invention is not restricted to either 
the materials used or the type of cabinet con 
struction shown. The drawer Suspension is not 
illustrated because any of the Well known types 
of drawer Suspensions may be used. 
In the illustrated form of this invention, a por 

tion only of the left side of a metal cabinet is ill 
lustrated, this being all that is necessary to teach 
how the present invention is to be applied to a 
cabinet and drawer. The file cabinet is shown as 
having a right side panel to Supported in part 
by a corner post to which is also secured the 
keeper 2. The drawer is illustrated as com 
prising a head construction having an outer pan 
el 3 and an inner panel 4 to which is secured 
the usual drawer body, one side member 5 only 
being shown in part. The drawer head is pro 
vided. With the usual handle 6 Secured to the 
outer surface of the front panel and is Supported 
by any suitable drawer suspension (not shown) 
as is customary. 
The drawer is held in closed position by a 

latch comprising a horizontal elongated latch 
bar I having a fianged or hooked inner end 8 
and extending across the drawer to the right 
where it projects through an opening in the side 
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of the drawer body, the lower edge of the open 
ing Serving to Support the outer end of the bar, 
and terminates in a rear Wardly projecting latch 
hook 9 for engagement with the keeper 2. The 
keeper and latch hook are So formed that slid 
ing horizontal or lateral movement of the latch 
bar. Within the drawer head Will free the latch 
hook from the keeper and release the drawer. 
The inner hooked end 8 of the latch bar en- . 
gageS, i. e., projects into a Slot formed in the 
upper end of a yoke member 24, and is detach 
ably Secured thereto by means later to be de 
Scribed, so that horizontal movement of the yoke 
member, will also move the latch bar horizontal 
ly. The lower end of the yoke is bent outwardly 
and projects through a slot formed in the outer 
panel of the drawer head. The latter panel is 
formed with an opening of Sufficient size not only 
to permit insertion of the yoke from the front of 
the drawer into position between the two panels 
of the drawer head but also to permit of Sufi 
cient horizontal sliding n:ovement of the yoke 
when in its assembled position to impart latch 
ing and unlatching movements of the latch bar. 
Permanently secured to the forwardly project 

ing end of the yoke is a finger piece. 22 which may 
be welded or otherwise secured to the yoke prior 
to aSSembly. The finger piece overlies the open 
ing through the drawer head through which the 
yoke projects and extends sufficiently to the right 
and left to completely conceal the opening When 
the yoke and latch bar are in latched as well as 
unlatched position. For convenience in opera 
tion the finger piece is curved outwardly so that 
it may readily be grasped or engaged by the fin 
gers of the hand when it is desired to release or 
unlatch the drawer. The finger piece may be 
formed of stainless steel or finished in any suit 
able anner to blend With the finish of the 
drawer and cabinet or the handle upon the 
drawer. The remaining parts of the latch be 
ing concealed need only be finished to prevent 
rust if indeed any finish at all is necessary. 
Thus, the finishing of latch parts is reduced to 
a minimum. 

It is necessary that the latch be so formed and 
operable that opened drawers may be closed 
even though the latch is in locking or latched 
position. It is obvious that the outer hooked end 
of the latch bar could be formed so as to cause 
horizontal unlatching movement of the latch bar 
as the drawer is closed but it is preferred to 
Inount the latch bar So as to permit Substantial 
ly vertical slightly arcuate movement of the 
hooked latch and of the bar. For this reason 
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the Outer end of the bar is provided with a 
rounded or cam-like Surface 24 so as to cause the 
latch bar to be raised vertically as the drawer is 
closed and the opening through the drawer head 
Or the opening in the yoke where it engages the 
inner hooked end of the latch bar is formed with 
Sufficient clearance to permit the bar to pivot 
about its inner end to provide substantially ver 
tical novement of the outer end of the latch bar. 
A coil Spring 2G, preferably a “grasshopper' 

type and preferably having one end engaging the 
Screw which secures one end of the handle 6 
to the drawer head and having its other end 
engaging in an aperture in the terminating inner 
end of the latch bar as shown more fully in Fig. 
2 Serves constantly to urge the latch bar to the 
right in latching position and also to lock or re 
tain the latch bar assembled to or in engagement 
with the yoke. 

Froin the foregoing it will be observed that 
this invention has provided an economically con 
Structed latching mechanism that can be as 
Seinbled very simply by inserting the yoke through 
the front panel of the drawer head, engaging 
the hooked inner end of the latch bar into the 
yoke, and securing it in position by means of 
the single Spring which also serves to urge the 
latching mechanism to latched position. In 
other words, the single spring serves both to 
actuate the latch bar and secure the parts in 3 
a SSembled position without the necessity of mis 
cellaneous bolts or nuts. The foregoing con 
Struction also provides a latching mechanism 
Which is extreely easy to operate, both when 
it is desired manually to release a drawer and 
to reclose and relatch a drawer after it has been 
opened. The specific formation of the finger 
piece in Corinbination with the yoke construction 
also permits complete concealment of the single 
opening through the front panel of the drawer 
head. 

It will be obvious to those skilled in the art 
that variations may be made in the details of 
Construction without departing from the spirit 
and Scope of the invention as defined in the ap 
pended claim, 
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I claim: 
In a metal file cabinet having a sliding drawer 

therein, a latch for Said drawer comprising a 
movable latch bar having a hooked inner end 
mounted between the inner and outer panels of 
the drawer head, a yoke detachably engaging the 
hooked end of said bar, said yoke having a por 
tion extending through the outer panel of said 
drawer head to the outer side thereof, the outer 
panel of the head being provided with an open 
ing therethrough sufficient in size to permit pas 
Sage and linited horizontal sliding imovement 
of the yoke therein, the edge of said opening also 
serving as a fulcrun for vertical movement of 
the latch bar, a horizontally slidable finger re 
lease disposed upon the outer side of the drawer 
head and permanently attached to the extending 
portion of the yoke and overlying and conceal 
ing the opening through the outer panel of the 
drawer head with the latch bar in latched and 
unlatched positions, the outer free end of the 
latch bar extending beyond the side of the drawer 
and terminating in a latch book, a keeper secured 
to the cabinet in position to be engaged by the 
latch hook for lateining the drawer in closed 
position, Said latch bar and finger release being 
lounted foi horizontal movement to perinit en 
gage inent and disengagement of the keeper and 
Said latch bar, and a Spring urging Said latch 
bar to latching position, Said latch bar also being 
founted for Substantially Vertical arcuate nove 
in ent about Said opening in said Outer panel as 
a fulcruit to perinii, said dra Well to be closed With 
the latch bar in iatching position. 
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