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ACCESSORY POWER MANAGEMENT 

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application claims the benefit of U.S. provi 
sional patent application No. 61/292,689, filed Jan. 6, 2010, 
which is incorporated by reference. 

BACKGROUND 

0002 The popularity of various portable electronic 
devices has exploded the past several years and the public's 
fascination and desire for new devices shows no signs of 
abating. Along with this increase in popularity, the number of 
types of these portable devices has grown considerably, and 
the functionality of these devices has diversified tremen 
dously. 
0003 Interestingly, this diversification has become so 
thorough that it has begun to lead to a convergence. One Such 
convergence is occurring with portable computing devices. 
0004 Smaller devices, such as phones, can now be used to 
perform functions that were previously limited to larger com 
puting devices. These go beyond native functions, such as 
actually calling people, and include listening to music, watch 
ing movies, viewing documents, Surfing the web, and reading 
email. Larger devices, such as netbooks, are slimming down 
to ultraportable size by jettisoning their optical drives and 
other functionality. 
0005. The evolution of these devices is thus converging 
towards a common destination: the portable computing 
device. These portable computing devices may handle vari 
ous functions currently assigned to phones and netbooks. 
They may be used to listen to music, watch movies, view and 
edit documents, Surf the web, read email and books, as well as 
myriad other functions. 
0006 Users of these portable computing devices often 
place them in a docking station. These docking stations may 
provide mechanical Support for the portable computing 
devices, holding them in place in a roughly upright manner so 
that the screen can be viewed easily. Other accessories may be 
used with these portable computing devices as well. These 
accessories often provide power to the portable computing 
device, which is used to run circuitry on the portable comput 
ing device and to charge its internal battery. 
0007. These portable computing devices have compara 

tively large batteries and a correspondingly large current is 
required to charge them. But while the portable computing 
device's batteries are charging, the accessories require cur 
rent for their operation. Also, Some accessories may only be 
able to safely supply a certain amount of current. 
0008 Thus, what is needed are methods, apparatus, and 
circuits for managing power among these portable computing 
devices and one or more accessories. 

SUMMARY 

0009. Accordingly, embodiments of the present invention 
provide methods, apparatus, and circuits for managing power 
among portable computing devices and one or more accesso 
ries. An illustrative embodiment of the present invention pro 
vides a set of commands and Supporting circuitry that pro 
vides improved power management between a portable 
computing device and one or more accessories. 
0010. An illustrative embodiment of the present invention 
provides commands that may allow a portable computing 
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device to charge at a maximum available current level while 
providing an accessory with Sufficient current for its proper 
operation. Another illustrative embodiment of the present 
invention may help prevent a portable computing device from 
drawing a high level of current that could be detrimental to an 
accessory, such as a cable. Another illustrative embodiment 
of the present invention may allow a battery pack or other 
accessory to instruct a portable computing device to not 
charge its internal battery. Another illustrative embodiment of 
the present invention may allow a portable computing device 
to determine which power Supply among multiple power 
Supplies should be used to power an accessory. Yet another 
illustrative embodiment of the present invention may allow an 
accessory to get charging current parameters from a portable 
computing device. 
0011. One illustrative embodiment of the present inven 
tion provides a method of operating an accessory. In this 
method, the accessory may establish a connection with a 
portable computing device and receives power from an exter 
nal power source. The accessory may determine a current 
capability of the external power source, and then may deter 
mine a net current capability by deducting a current require 
ment of the accessory from the current capability of the exter 
nal power source. The accessory may then signal to the 
portable computing device that the portable computing 
device is to draw a current having a limit equal to the net 
current capability. 
0012 Another illustrative embodiment of the present 
invention provides a method of operating a portable comput 
ing device. In this method, the portable computing device 
may establish a connection with an accessory. The portable 
computing device may then receive an indication of a current 
capability of an external power source powering the acces 
sory. The portable computing device may also receive a 
power instruction from the accessory, where the power 
instruction may indicate a current requirement of the acces 
sory. The portable computing device may then determine a 
net current capability by deducting the current requirement of 
the accessory from the current capability of the external 
power source. A current having a limit equal to the net current 
capability may then be drawn by the portable computing 
device. 

0013 Another illustrative embodiment of the present 
invention provides another method of operating a portable 
computing device. This method may include establishing a 
connection with a power source via a cable, receiving an 
indication that the power source can Supply current at first 
level, receiving an indication that the cable can Supply current 
at a lower second level, and drawing a current having a limit 
equal to the lower second level. 
0014) Another illustrative embodiment of the present 
invention provides a method of operating a portable comput 
ing device. This method may include establishing a connec 
tion with a battery pack, receiving a command to operate 
circuitry using current from the battery pack without charging 
the internal battery, and drawing a current to operate the 
internal circuitry without charging the internal battery. 
0015. Another illustrative embodiment of the present 
invention provides a method of operating an accessory. In this 
method, the accessory may establish a connection with a 
portable computing device. The accessory may then provide 
a request to the portable computing device inquiring whether 
the accessory should use a first power source or a second 
power Source to power the accessory. The accessory may then 



US 2011/0167281 A1 

receive an instruction indicating which power source to use to 
power the accessory. The accessory may then use the indi 
cated power source to power itself. 
0016 Yet another illustrative embodiment of the present 
invention provides a method of operating an accessory. This 
method may include establishing a connection with a portable 
computing device, providing a request for a charging param 
eter to the portable computing device, and receiving the 
charging parameter from the portable computing device. 
0017 Still another illustrative embodiment of the present 
invention provides a method of operating a portable comput 
ing device. This method may include establishing a connec 
tion with an accessory, reading a resistor identification on the 
accessory, determining a set of one or more default values 
based on the resistor identification, receiving a command 
from the accessory to modify the set of one or more default 
values, and modifying the set of one or more default values. 
0018 Various embodiments of the present invention may 
incorporate one or more of these and the other features 
described herein. A better understanding of the nature and 
advantages of the present invention may be gained by refer 
ence to the following detailed description and the accompa 
nying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0019 FIG. 1 illustrates an electronic system that may be 
improved by the incorporation of embodiments of the present 
invention; 
0020 FIG. 2 is a simplified block diagram of a system 
including a portable computing device and an accessory 
according to an embodiment of the present invention; 
0021 FIG. 3 illustrates an electronic system that is 
improved by the incorporation of embodiments of the present 
invention; 
0022 FIG. 4 illustrates a packet format that may be 
employed by an embodiment of the present invention; 
0023 FIG. 5 illustrates the flow of commands and infor 
mation between an accessory and portable computing device 
when utilizing set commands; 
0024 FIG. 6 illustrates command and data communica 
tion between an accessory and a portable computing device 
where both acknowledgments and notifications are 
employed; 
0025 FIG. 7 illustrates the flow of get and return com 
mands in an electronic system including an accessory and a 
portable computing device; 
0026 FIG. 8 is a table listing commands employed by 
various embodiments of the present invention to manage 
power between an accessory and a portable computing 
device; 
0027 FIG. 9 illustrates an electronic system according to 
an embodiment of the present invention; 
0028 FIG. 10 illustrates the activities performed by an 
accessory and a portable computing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 
0029 FIG. 11 illustrates a method of controlling a level of 
current drawn by a portable computing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 
0030 FIG. 12 illustrates an electronic system according to 
an embodiment of the present invention; 
0031 FIG. 13 illustrates the activities performed by an 
accessory and a portable computing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 
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0032 FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating the activities per 
formed by an accessory and a portable computing device 
according to an embodiment of the present invention; 
0033 FIG. 15 illustrates an electronic system according to 
an embodiment of the present invention; 
0034 FIG. 16 illustrates the activities of a cable and a 
portable computing device according to an embodiment of 
the present invention; 
0035 FIG. 17 is a flowchart illustrating the activities of a 
cable and a portable computing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 
0036 FIG. 18 illustrates an electronic system according to 
an embodiment of the present invention; 
0037 FIG. 19 illustrates the activities of a battery packand 
a portable computing device according to an embodiment of 
the present invention; 
0038 FIG. 20 illustrates a flowchart of the activities of a 
battery pack and a portable computing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 
0039 FIG. 21 illustrates an electronic system according to 
an embodiment of the present invention; 
0040 FIG. 22 illustrates the activities performed by an 
accessory and portable computing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 
0041 FIG. 23 is a flowchart illustrating the activities per 
formed an accessory and a portable computing device accord 
ing to an embodiment of the present invention; 
0042 FIG.24 illustrates an electronic system according to 
an embodiment of the present invention; 
0043 FIG.25 illustrates activities performed by an acces 
sory and a portable computing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 
0044 FIG. 26 illustrates a flowchart of the activities per 
formed by an accessory and a portable computing device 
according to an embodiment of the present invention; 
0045 FIG.27 illustrates an electronic system according to 
an embodiment of the present invention; 
0046 FIG. 28 illustrates the activities performed by an 
accessory and a portable computing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; and 
0047 FIG. 29 is a flow chart illustrating the activities 
performed by an accessory and a portable computing device 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE 
EMBODIMENTS 

0048 FIG. 1 illustrates an electronic system that may be 
improved by the incorporation of embodiments of the present 
invention. This figure, as with the other included figures, is 
shown for illustrative purposes only, and does not limit either 
the possible embodiments of the present invention or the 
claims. 
0049. This figure includes portable computing device 150 
and accessory 130. In this example, accessory 130 is a dock 
ing station, though in other examples accessory 130 may be 
other types of devices, such as radios, monitors, interactive 
displays, and others. In this example, portable computing 
device 150 is a tablet computer, though in other systems it 
may be other types of devices, such as a portable media 
player, cell phone, monitor, or other electronic device. 
0050. Accessory 130 may include insert 135 having insert 
opening 140. Portable computing device 150 may have one or 
more receptacles 155 and 160. These receptacles 155 and 160 
may include receptacle tongues 165. When portable comput 
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ing device 150 is mated with accessory 130, insert 135 may fit 
in either receptacle 155 or 160. The corresponding receptacle 
tongue 165 may fit into insert opening 140. Contacts (not 
shown) on receptacle tongue 165 form electrical connections 
with contacts in insert opening 140. These electrical connec 
tions form pathways for power and signals that may be shared 
between accessory 130 and portable computing device 150. 
0051. Accessory 130 and portable computing device 150 
may include various electronic circuitry for managing and 
sharing power and data signals. Examples of these circuits are 
shown in the following figure. 
0052 FIG. 2 is a simplified block diagram of a system 200 
including portable computing device 250 and accessory 230 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. In this 
embodiment, portable computing device 250 (e.g., imple 
menting portable computing device 150 of FIG. 1) can pro 
vide computing, communication and/or media playback 
capability. Portable computing device 250 can include pro 
cessor 210, storage device 212, user interface 214, power 
control 216, network interface 218, and accessory input/out 
put (I/O) interface 220. Portable computing device 250 can 
also include other components (not explicitly shown) to pro 
vide various enhanced capabilities. 
0053 Storage device 212 can be implemented using disk, 
flash memory, or any other non-volatile storage medium. In 
Some embodiments, storage device 212 can store media 
assets such as audio, video, still images, or the like, that can be 
played by portable computing device 250. Storage device 212 
can also store other information Such as a user's contacts 
(names, addresses, phone numbers, etc.); scheduled appoint 
ments and events; notes; and/or other personal information. 
In some embodiments, storage device 212 can store one or 
more application programs to be executed by processor 210 
(e.g., video game programs, personal information manage 
ment programs, media playback programs, etc.). 
0054 User interface 214 can include input devices such as 
a touch pad, touch screen, Scroll wheel, click wheel, dial, 
button, Switch, keypad, microphone, or the like, as well as 
output devices such as a video screen, indicator lights, speak 
ers, headphone jacks, or the like, together with Supporting 
electronics (e.g., digital-to-analog or analog-to-digital con 
Verters, signal processors, or the like). A user can operate 
input devices of user interface 214 to invoke the functionality 
of portable computing device 250 and can view and/or hear 
output from portable computing device 250 via output 
devices of user interface 214. 
0055 Processor 210, which can be implemented as one or 
more integrated circuits (e.g., a conventional microprocessor 
or microcontroller), can control the operation of portable 
computing device 250. In various embodiments of the present 
invention, processor 210 can execute a variety of programs in 
response to program code and can maintain multiple concur 
rently executing programs or processes. At any given time, 
Some or all of the program code to be executed can be resident 
in processor 210 and/or in storage media, such as storage 
device 212. 
0056 Through suitable programming, processor 210 can 
provide various functionality for portable computing device 
250. For example, in response to user input signals provided 
by user interface 214, processor 210 can operate a database 
engine to navigate a database of media assets stored in Storage 
device 212 in response to user input and display lists of 
selected assets. Processor 210 can respond to user selection of 
an asset (or assets) to be played by transferring asset infor 
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mation to a playback engine also operated by processor 210, 
thus allowing media content to be played. Processor 210 can 
also operate other programs to control other functions of 
portable computing device 250. In some embodiments, pro 
cessor 210 implements a protocol daemon and other pro 
grams to manage communication with one or more connected 
accessories (e.g., accessory 230), examples of which are 
described below. 
0057 Power manager 216 provides power management 
capability for portable computing device 250. For example, 
power manager 216 can deliver power from a battery (not 
explicitly shown) to accessory I/O interface 220 via line 217 
and to other components of portable computing device 250 
(power connections not shown). Power manager 216 can also 
receive power via accessory I/O interface 220 and line 219 
and deliver received power to various components of portable 
computing device 250. Power received from accessory 230 
can also be delivered to the battery, thereby allowing the 
battery to be recharged via accessory I/O interface 220. In 
Some embodiments, power manager 216 can be implemented 
using programmable or controllable circuits operating in 
response to control signals generated by program code 
executing on processor 210 or as a separate microprocessor or 
microcontroller. 

0058. In some embodiments, power manager 216 is 
responsive to signals from a sensor (not explicitly shown) in 
accessory I/O interface 220. The sensor can generate a signal 
indicative of the type of accessory connected, and power 
manager 216 can use this information to determine, e.g., 
whether to distribute power from the battery or power 
received from accessory I/O interface 220. Power manager 
216 can also provide other power management capabilities, 
Such as regulating power consumption of other components 
of portable computing device 250 based on the source and 
amount of available power, monitoring stored power in the 
battery and generating user alerts if the stored power drops 
below a minimum level, and so on. 
0059 Network interface 218 can provide voice and/or data 
communication capability for portable computing device 
250. In some embodiments of the present invention, network 
interface 218 can include radio frequency (RF) transceiver 
components for accessing wireless voice and/or data net 
works (e.g., using cellular telephone technology, advanced 
data network technology such as 3G or EDGE, WiFi (IEEE 
802.11 family standards), or other mobile communication 
technologies, or any combination thereof), GPS receiver 
components, and/or other components. In some embodi 
ments network interface 218 can provide wired network con 
nectivity (e.g., Ethernet) in addition to, or instead of a wire 
less interface. Network interface 218 can be implemented 
using a combination of hardware (e.g., antennas, modulators/ 
demodulators, encoders/decoders, and other analog and/or 
digital signal processing circuits) and software components. 
0060 Accessory I/O interface 220 can allow portable 
computing device 250 to communicate with various accesso 
ries. For example, accessory I/O interface 220 can support 
connections to a computer, an external speaker dock or media 
playback Station, a digital camera, a radio tuner (e.g., FM, AM 
and/or satellite), an in-vehicle entertainment system, an exter 
nal video device, card reader, disc reader, or the like. In 
accordance with some embodiments of the invention, acces 
sory I/O interface 220 can support connection to multiple 
accessories in a daisy chain configuration, allowing portable 
computing device 250 to manage concurrent communication 
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with multiple accessories. This can be done, for example, by 
associating multiple virtual ports with a physical communi 
cation port provided by accessory I/O interface 220. 
0061. In some embodiments, accessory I/O interface 220 
can include a connector, Such as a 30-pin connector corre 
sponding to the connector used on iPodR) and iPhone prod 
ucts, as well as Supporting circuitry. The connector can pro 
vide connections for power and ground as well as for various 
wired communication interfaces, such as Universal Serial 
Bus (USB), FireWire (IEEE 1394 standard), and/or universal 
asynchronous receiver/transmitter (UART). The connector 
can also provide connections for audio and/or video signals, 
which may be transmitted to or from portable computing 
device 250 in analog and/or digital formats. Thus, accessory 
I/O interface 220 can Support multiple communication chan 
nels, and a given accessory can use any or all of these chan 
nels. 
0062 Accessory 230 can include controller 240, user 
input device 242, audio/video output device 244, power man 
ager 246, power supply 248 and PCD I/O interface 236. 
Accessories can vary widely in capability, complexity, and 
form factor. Various accessories may include components 
that are not shown, and may include, but are not limited to, 
storage devices (disk, flash memory, etc.) with fixed or 
removable storage media; camera components such as lenses, 
image sensors, and controls for same (e.g., aperture, Zoom, 
exposure time, frame rate, etc.); microphones for recording 
audio (either alone or in connection with video recording); 
and so on. 
0063 Controller 240 can include a microprocessor or 
microcontroller executing program code to perform various 
operations associated with accessory 230. For example, 
where accessory 230 incorporates a Sound and/or video sys 
tem, program code executed by controller 240 can include 
programs for digital audio decoding, analog or digital audio 
processing, and the like. Where accessory 230 incorporates a 
digital camera, program code executed by controller 240 can 
include programs that allow a user to control the camera to 
adjust settings, capture images, display images, transfer 
image data to another electronic apparatus, etc. 
0064. User input device 242 may include user-operable 
controls such as a touchpad, touch screen, Scroll wheel, click 
wheel, dial, button, Switch, keyboard, keypad, microphone, or 
the like. A user can operate the various input controls of user 
interface 234 to invoke functionality of accessory 230, and 
Such functionality may include exchanging control signals, 
data, or other communications with portable computing 
device 250, either directly or via an intermediary. 
0065. In some embodiments, accessory 230 can also pro 
vide output devices, such as audio/video output device 244. In 
Some embodiments, audio/video output device 244 can 
include speakers and/or connection ports for connecting 
external speakers or headphones; a video screen and/or a 
connection port for connecting an external video screen, indi 
cator lights, or the like, together with Supporting electronics 
(e.g., digital-to-analog or analog-to-digital converters, signal 
processors or the like). These components can be coupled to 
receive audio and/or video signals via PCD I/O interface 250. 
Such components can allow the user to view and/or hear 
output from accessory 230. 
0066 Power manager 246 can provide power manage 
ment capability for accessory 230. For example, power man 
ager 246 can be configured to receive power from a power 
Supply 248. In some embodiments, power Supply 248 can 
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include a connection to an external power source (e.g., the 
standard electric grid); for example, power Supply 248 can 
include an AC-DC converter that can be internal or external to 
accessory 230. In other embodiments, power supply 248 can 
include a battery or other energy storage device. Power man 
ager 246 can deliverpower from power supply 248 to various 
components of accessory 230. In addition, in Some embodi 
ments, power manager 246 can deliver power to upstream 
accessories via PCD I/O interface 236. 
0067. PCD I/O interface 236 can allow accessory 230 to 
communicate with portable computing device 250, either 
directly or through an intermediary. In accordance with some 
embodiments of the invention, PCD I/O interface 236 can 
incorporate a USB interface. For example, PCD I/O interface 
236 can provide a standard, mini, or microUSB port. In other 
embodiments, PCD I/O interface 236 can include a connector 
that can mate directly with a connector included in a portable 
computing device. Such as a 30-pin connector that mates with 
the connector used on various iPodR) products. Such a con 
nector can be used to Supply power to or receive power from 
portable computing device 250, to receive audio and/or video 
signals in analog and/or digital formats, and to communicate 
information via various interfaces, such as USB, UART, and/ 
or FireWire. 
0068 Accessory 230 can be any electronic apparatus that 
interacts with portable computing device 250. In some 
embodiments, accessory 230 can provide remote control over 
operations of portable computing device 250, or a remote user 
interface that can include both input and output controls (e.g., 
a display Screen). Accessory 230 can control various func 
tions of portable computing device 250 and can also receive 
media content from portable computing device 250 and 
present Such content to the user (e.g., through audio speakers 
and/or video display Screen, depending on the type of media 
content). In other embodiments, portable computing device 
250 can control operations of accessory 230, such as retriev 
ing stored data from a storage medium of accessory 230, 
initiating an image capture operation by a camera incorpo 
rated into accessory 230, etc. As noted above, communication 
between accessory 230 and portable computing device 250 
can be direct or through an intermediary source, and the 
presence or absence of an intermediary can be transparent to 
accessory 230. 
0069. It will be appreciated that the system configurations 
and components described herein are illustrative and that 
variations and modifications are possible. The portable com 
puting devices and accessories may have other capabilities 
not specifically described herein. For example, they may 
incorporate mobile phone, global positioning system (GPS), 
broadband data communication, Internet connectivity, and 
the like. 

0070 Connectors at the various interfaces can be comple 
mentary or not as desired. Where two connectors are not 
complementary, an adapter can be provided to connect the 
two devices. While connectors may be described herein as 
having pins, a term generally associated with conventional 
electronic devices having wires to connect components, it is 
to be understood that other signal paths (e.g., optical signal 
ing) can be substituted. Further, in some embodiments, some 
of the connections can be wireless, and connectors can be 
omitted where wireless interfaces are provided. 
0071. Further, while the portable computing devices and 
accessories are described herein with reference to particular 
blocks, it is to be understood that these blocks are defined for 
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convenience of description and are not intended to imply a 
particular physical arrangement of component parts. Further, 
the blocks need not correspond to physically distinct compo 
nents. Blocks can be configured to perform various opera 
tions, e.g., by programming a processor or providing appro 
priate control circuitry, and various blocks might or might not 
be reconfigurable depending on how the initial configuration 
is obtained. Embodiments of the present invention can be 
realized in a variety of apparatus including electronic devices 
implemented using any combination of circuitry and soft 
Wa. 

0072 FIG. 3 illustrates an electronic system that is 
improved by the incorporation of an embodiment of the 
present invention. This figure includes power supply 310, 
accessory 330, and portable computing device 350. Power 
source 310 may couple to a wall outlet or other power supply, 
such as a car outlet. Power supply 310 may provide power to 
accessory 330. Portable computing device 350 may connect 
to accessory 330 either directly or via a cable or other elec 
tronic pathway. 
0073 Power provided by power supply 310 can be used to 
power accessory 330 and portable computing device 350. A 
battery (not shown) internal to portable computing device 350 
may be charged using power from power source 310. It is 
desirable that the power provided by power source 310 be 
managed efficiently. Accordingly, embodiments of the 
present invention provide commands and Supporting circuitry 
whereby portable computing device 350 may communicate 
with accessory 330 or other electronic device regarding the 
electronic system's power management. 
0074. In some embodiments, a portable computing device 
and an accessory can communicate while connected by 
exchanging commands and data according to a portable-com 
puting-device-to-accessory-protocol, also referred to herein 
as an “accessory protocol. The commands and data can be 
communicated using any wired or wireless transport medium 
provided by the relevant interfaces. 
0075. The accessory protocol defines a format for mes 
sages to be exchanged between a portable computing device 
and any accessories connected thereto. For instance, the 
accessory protocol may specify that each message (also 
referred to herein as a command) is sent in a packet with a 
header and an optional payload. The header provides basic 
information (e.g., a start indicator, length of the packet, and a 
command code identifying a command to be processed by the 
recipient), while the payload provides any data associated 
with the command; the amount of associated data can be 
different for different commands, and some commands may 
provide for variable-length payloads. In some embodiments, 
the commands may be defined such that any particular com 
mand code is valid in only one direction. The packet can also 
include error-detection or error-correction codes as known in 
the art. 

0076. The accessory protocol can define a number of “lin 
goes, where a “lingo' is a group of related commands that 
can be supported (or unsupported) by various classes of 
accessories. In one embodiment, a command code can 
include a first byte identifying the lingo to which the com 
mand belongs and a second byte identifying the particular 
command within the lingo. Other command structures may 
also be used. It is not required that all accessories, or all 
portable computing devices to which an accessory can be 
connected, Support every lingo defined within the accessory 
protocol. 
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0077. In some embodiments, every accessory and every 
portable computing device that use the accessory protocol 
Support at least a "general lingo that includes commands 
common to the portable computing device and all accesso 
ries. The general lingo can include commands enabling the 
portable computing device and the accessory to identify and 
authenticate themselves to each other and to provide general 
information about their respective capabilities, including 
which (if any) other lingoes each Supports. The general lingo 
can also include authentication commands that the portable 
computing device can use to Verify the purported identity and 
capabilities of the accessory (or vice versa), and the accessory 
(or portable computing device) may be blocked from invok 
ing certain (or all) commands or lingoes if the authentication 
is unsuccessful. 

0078. An accessory protocol can also include various 
other lingoes, such as a simple remote lingo that allows an 
accessory to send a command indicating a function of the 
portable computing device to be invoked; a remote user inter 
face lingo that can be used to communicate commands and 
data related to replicating all or part of a user interface of a 
portable computing device on an accessory (thereby support 
ing a more advanced remote control), a tunerlingo that allows 
a user to control a tuner accessory by operating the portable 
computing device and/or to control a tuner in the portable 
computing device by operating an accessory, a storage lingo 
that allows an accessory to store data on the portable comput 
ing device, and so on. Any lingo or combination of lingoes or 
other commands or groups of commands can be used in 
connection with an accessory protocol. 
0079. In various embodiments of the present invention, 
these commands may be sent as packets. These packets may 
include information regarding power management activities. 
An example of such a packet is shown in the following figure. 
0080 FIG. 4 illustrates a packet format for conveying 
commands that may be employed by an embodiment of the 
present invention. This packet includespreamble or synchro 
nizing information 410, which is followed by packet start 
field 420. A load length for the packet is identified infield 430. 
The lingo to which the command belongs is identified in field 
440. The command itself is identified in field 450. The com 
mand data follows in field 460. A checksum or CRC may be 
performed using field 470. 
0081. The commands included in embodiments of the 
present invention are of two types, specifically, set and get 
commands. Set commands instruct a receiving device to set 
an internal value. Get commands request information from 
the receiving device. An example of activities in a system 
employing set commands is shown in the following figure. 
0082 FIG. 5 illustrates the flow of commands and infor 
mation between an accessory and portable computing device 
when utilizing set commands. In this example, acknowledg 
ment signals that indicate that a command has been received 
are employed. Also in this example, set commands may travel 
from the accessory to a portable computing device, or from 
the portable computing device to an accessory. 
I0083. In act 510, a set command and corresponding data 
may be sent by an accessory. In act 515, the set command and 
data may be received by a portable computing device. In act 
525, an acknowledgement may be sent by the portable com 
puting device, and received by the accessory in act 530. In act 
535, a portable computing device may act on the set command 
and data. 
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0084. In various embodiments of the present invention, an 
acknowledgement may be structured such that it identifies the 
received command that it is acknowledging. For example, the 
portable computing device may send an acknowledgment 
identifying that a specific command and data was received. In 
other embodiments of the present invention, the set command 
and data sent by the accessory in act 510 may have an iden 
tification number associated with it. In this case, the acknowl 
edgment sent by the portable computing device in act 525 
may include that identification number. The identification 
number may be tracked using a counter or other mechanism. 
0085. Again, in general, set commands may be initiated by 
either an accessory or a portable computing device. Accord 
ingly, in act 540, a set command and data may be sent by the 
portable computing device. The set command and data may 
be received by an accessory in act545. In act 555 an acknowl 
edgement may be sent by the accessory and received by the 
portable computing device in act 560. In act 565, the acces 
sory can act on the set command and data. 
I0086. In various embodiments of the present invention, 
notifications may be used. A notification differs from the 
acknowledgment in that an acknowledgment indicates that a 
command and data has been received, whereas a notification 
indicates that the command and data have been acted on. In 
typical systems that are consistent with embodiments of the 
present invention, a portable computing device generates a 
large number of notifications. Accordingly, to reduce traffic 
between an accessory and the portable computing device, an 
accessory may register for notifications. That is, the accessory 
may request that it receives notifications of certain types of 
activities performed by a portable computing device. On the 
other hand, in typical systems, portable computing devices do 
not register for notifications from an accessory, since an 
accessory typically does not generate a large number of noti 
fications. Accordingly, it is common for an accessory to pro 
vide all notifications to the portable computing device. 
Examples of this are shown on the following figure. 
0087 FIG. 6 illustrates command and data communica 
tion between an accessory and a portable computing device 
where both acknowledgments and notifications are 
employed. In act 610, an accessory may register for notifica 
tions. This registration may be received in act 615 by a por 
table computing device. This registration may inform the 
portable computing device that the accessory would like noti 
fications when the portable computing device performs cer 
tain classes or types of functions. In act 620, a set command 
and data may be sent from the accessory to the portable 
computing device. In act 625, the set command and data may 
be received by the portable computing device. An acknowl 
edgement may be sent in act 630 by the portable computing 
device and received by the accessory inact 635. In act 640, the 
portable computing device acts on the set command and data. 
Once this activity is complete, a notification may be sent by 
the portable computing device in act 645. The notification 
may be received in act 650. At this time, the accessory may 
learn that the portable computing device has updated itself 
and will act in a manner consistent with the command and 
data sent in act 620. 
0088 Again, a portable computing device typically does 
not register for notifications with an accessory, though this 
may be performed in Some embodiments of the present inven 
tion. In this example, the accessory may send notifications for 
each of the activities. In act 660, a set command and data may 
be sent from the portable computing device and received by 
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the accessory in act 665. In act 670, an acknowledgment may 
be sent from the accessory and received by the portable com 
puting device in act 675. In act 680, the accessory may act on 
the set command and data. Once this activity is complete, a 
notification may be sent in act 685 from the accessory and 
received in act 690 by the portable computing device. 
I0089. In various situations, one device may ensure that 
another device is operating in a specific manner by instructing 
it to do so using a set command and data. On occasion, one 
device may need to retrieve information regarding a function 
parameter from the other device. In Such a situation, the get 
command may be used. As with set commands, a get com 
mand may be initiated by either an accessory or a portable 
computing device. With these commands, acknowledge 
ments or notifications are not needed, since the return of the 
requested information implies both the acknowledgement 
and notification functions. An example is shown in the fol 
lowing figure. 
(0090 FIG. 7 illustrates the flow of get and return com 
mands in an electronic system including an accessory and a 
portable computing device. Inact 710, an accessory may send 
a get command to a portable computing device, which 
receives it in act 715. In act 730, the portable computing 
device may retrieve the requested data. Often, this may be as 
simple as reading a value from a register. In act 740, the 
portable computing device may return the requested data, 
which may be received by the accessory in act 745. 
0091 Again, either the accessory or portable computing 
device may initiate a get command. Accordingly, in act 750, 
a get command may be provided by portable computing 
device to an accessory. In act 755, the accessory may receive 
the get command and data and retrieve the requested data in 
act 760. After the data has been retrieved, the requested data 
may be returned by the accessory in act 770, and received by 
the portable computing device in act 775. 
0092. In various embodiments of the present invention, 
various commands may be used for specific functions, and 
these commands may be used in a specific direction. Some 
commands employed by various embodiments of the present 
invention, their typical direction, and their payloads, are listed 
in the following figure. 
0093 FIG. 8 is a table listing commands employed by 
various embodiments of the present invention to manage 
power between an accessory and a portable computing 
device. The typical direction of flow is also shown, as it is the 
command's typical payload. Each of these commands is fur 
ther elaborated upon in the following figures. 
0094 FIG. 9 illustrates an electronic system according to 
an embodiment of the present invention. This figure includes 
power source 910, accessory 930, and portable computing 
device 950. Power source 910 may provide power for both 
accessory 930 and portable computing device 950. In such a 
system, portable computing device 950 may wish to charge its 
internal battery at a high a rate as possible. Accordingly, 
portable computing device 950 would like to use any current 
not needed for operation of accessory 930. 
(0095 Accessory 930 may determine the current capability 
of power source 910. In various embodiments of the present 
invention, this may be achieved by reading either Voltage 
levels or resistor values on one or more pins or signal lines 
provided by power supply 910. In a specific embodiment of 
the present invention, power source 910 may provide power 
over a USB type connection, where voltage levels or values of 
resistors on the USB data lines indicate the current capability 
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of power source 910. In other embodiments of the present 
invention, other types of identification, Such as an identifica 
tion resistor, may be used. For example, power source 910 
may provide a signal or other indication as to its current 
capability. Accessory 930 can deduct the operating current 
that it requires from this available current. The net available 
current may be sent to portable computing device 950 using 
the SetAvailableCurrent command. This command may 
include the current limit that portable computing device 950 
should use. The operations performed by accessory 930 and 
portable computing device 950 are shown in the following 
figure. 
0096 FIG. 10 illustrates the activities performed by an 
accessory and a portable computing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. In act 1010, the acces 
sory may determine a current capability of a power source. In 
act 1020, the accessory may deduct its own current require 
ments from the current capability of the power source to 
determine a net current. In act 1030, this net current may be 
sent as part of a SetAvailableCurrent command to the portable 
computing device, which receives the set command in act 
1040. In act 1050, an acknowledgment may be sent by the 
portable computing device and received by the accessory in 
act 1060. In act 1070, the portable computing device may set 
the available current level to the net current. After this, the 
portable computing device may draw a current not exceeding 
the net current provided by the accessory in act 1030. The 
portable computing device may provide a notification of this 
change to the accessory at this time. 
0097 FIG. 11 illustrates a method of controlling a level of 
current drawn by a portable computing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. In act 1110, a connec 
tion may be established between an accessory and a portable 
computing device. In act 1120, the accessory may receive 
power from an external power source. The accessory may 
determine a current capability of the external power Source in 
act 1130. In act 1140, the accessory may determine a net 
current capability by deducting the required operating current 
from the current capability of the external power source. 
Again, this may ensure that the accessory has enough power 
to operate properly. In act 1150, the accessory may signal via 
the connection to the portable computing device that the 
portable computing device should draw a current having a 
limit equal to the net current capability. 
0098. In the above example, the accessory may determine 
the current capability of the power source. In other embodi 
ments of the present invention, the portable computing device 
may determine the current capability of the power source. The 
portable computing device may achieve this by reading resis 
tor values or voltage levels on lines provided by the power 
Source. In a specific embodiment of the present invention, the 
accessory acts as a passthrough for these pins. This allows the 
portable computing device to read resistor values or Voltage 
levels on these lines directly. In other embodiments of the 
present invention, the accessory may read these resistor val 
ues or Voltage levels and pass the resistor values or Voltage 
levels on to the portable computing device. An example is 
shown on the following figures. 
0099 FIG. 12 illustrates an electronic system according to 
an embodiment of the present invention. In this system, por 
table computing device 1250 may determine the current capa 
bility of power source 1210. Accessory 1230 may communi 
cate the operating current that it requires to portable 
computing device 1250 using the SetReservecurrent com 
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mand. This command may include in its payload the current 
that accessory 1230 requires for its operation. Portable com 
puting device 1250 may then draw a current having a limit 
that is the current capability of power source 1210 less the 
operating current needed by accessory 1230. Again, this 
ensures that accessory 1230 has sufficient operating current 
and is not current-starved by portable computing device 
1250. 

0100 FIG. 13 illustrates the activities performed by an 
accessory and a portable computing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. In act 1310, an acces 
sory may determine its current requirements. In act 1320, the 
portable computing device may determine the current capa 
bility of a power source. In act 1330, the accessory may send 
its current requirements to the portable computing device, 
which receives them in act 1340. An acknowledgment can be 
sent in act 1350, and received by the accessory in act 1360. In 
act 1370, the portable computing device may deduct current 
requirements of the accessory from the current capability of 
the power source to determine a net current. In act 1380, the 
portable computing device may set an available current to the 
net current. Following this, the portable computing device 
may draw a current having a limit equal to the net current 
determined in act 1370. A notification may be sent by the 
portable computing device to the accessory at this time. 
0101 FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating the activities per 
formed by an accessory and a portable computing device 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. In act 
1410, a connection may be established between the portable 
computing device and the accessory. In act 1420, the portable 
computing device may receive an indication of a current 
capability of an external power source power from an acces 
sory. The portable computing device may receive an instruc 
tion from the accessory indicating a current requirement for 
the accessory inact 1430. In act 1440, the portable computing 
device may determine a net current capability by deducting 
the current requirement of the accessory from the current 
capability of the external power source. In act 1450, the 
portable computing device may draw a current having a limit 
equal to the net current capability determined in act 1440. 
0102. In some systems, a power source may indicate that it 
can provide current at a first level. However, a cable used to 
connecta power source to an accessory orportable computing 
device may not be able to supply current at this first level, and 
may only be able to provide a current at a lower, second level. 
In such a situation, it is desirable that the cable be able to 
indicate that a portable computing device should only draw 
current at the lower, second level. Examples of how this is 
done are shown in the following figures. 
0103 FIG. 15 illustrates an electronic system according to 
an embodiment of the present invention. In this example, 
power source 1510 may provide power to portable computing 
device 1550 via cable 1560 and cable insert 1565. Cable insert 
1565 mates with a connector receptacle (not shown) on the 
portable device 1550. 
0104 Power source 1510 may provide an indication that it 
can Supply current at a first level. Portable computing device 
1550 may then read this indication that it can draw current at 
the first level. Cable 1560 then informs portable computing 
device 1550 that cable 1560 can provide current only at a 
lower second level. Cable 1560 may do this using the Set 
MaxCurrent command. Accordingly, portable computing 
device 1550 may draw current at the second, lower level, 
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thereby protecting cable 1560. A diagram illustrating these 
activities is shown in the following figure. 
0105 FIG. 16 illustrates the activities of a cable and a 
portable computing device according to an embodiment of 
the present invention. In act 1610, the cable may determine its 
current limit. This current limit may be sent in act 1620 to the 
portable computing device. In act 1615, the portable comput 
ing device may determine a current limit for the power source. 
The portable computing device may set this as a current limit 
in act 1625. In act 1630, the portable computing device may 
receive the current limit for the cable. In act 1640 the portable 
computing device may send an acknowledgment, which is 
received by the cable in act 1650. In act 1660, the current limit 
for the portable computing device may be set to the lower 
current limit of the cable, thereby protecting the cable. 
0106 FIG. 17 is a flowchart illustrating the activities of a 
cable and a portable computing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. In act 1710, a connec 
tion may be established between the portable computing 
device and a power source via the cable. In act 1720, the 
portable computing device may receive an indication that the 
power source can supply current at a first level. The portable 
computing device may receive an indication that the cable can 
only supply current at a lower, second level in act 1730. 
Accordingly, in act 1740, the portable computing device may 
draw a current having a limit equal to the lower second level. 
0107. In some embodiments of the present invention, a 
battery pack may be used to Supply power to a portable 
computing device. In such a situation, it may be desirable that 
the power from the battery pack not be used to charge an 
internal battery of the portable computing device. By not 
having the portable computing device charge its internal bat 
tery, but merely operate using the current from a battery pack, 
the resulting power losses due to charge transfer from the 
battery pack to the internal battery are eliminated. An 
example is shown in the following figures. 
0108 FIG. 18 illustrates an electronic system according to 
an embodiment of the present invention. In this example, 
battery pack 1870 may provide power to portable computing 
device 1850 via cable 1860 and cable insert 1865. In this 
example, battery pack 1870 may send a command to portable 
computing device 1850 to not charge the internal battery. 
Similarly, battery pack 1870 may send a commandinstructing 
the portable computing device 1850 to charge its internal 
battery. The battery pack may do this using the SetBattery 
Charging command. The payload for this command may 
include a bit indicating whether portable computing device 
1850 should charge its internal battery. After receiving a 
command to not charge its internal battery, portable comput 
ing device 1850 may draw a current sufficient to operate its 
circuitry, but portable computing device 1850 does not charge 
its internal battery. Examples of the activities performed by 
the elements of this system are shown in the following figure. 
0109 FIG. 19 illustrates the activities of a battery packand 
a portable computing device according to an embodiment of 
the present invention. In act 1910, a command to not charge 
an internal battery may be sent from the battery pack and 
received by the portable computing device in act 1920. An 
acknowledgement may be sent in act 1930, and may be 
received by the battery pack in act 1940. In act 1950, the 
portable computing device may operate its circuitry using 
power from the battery pack, but does not charge its internal 
battery. A notification of this change may be sent from the 
portable computing device to the battery pack. 
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0110 FIG. 20 illustrates a flowchart of the activities of a 
battery pack and a portable computing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. In act 2010, a connec 
tion may be established between the portable computing 
device and the battery pack. In act 2020, the portable com 
puting device may receive a command to operate its circuitry 
using current from the battery pack without charging its inter 
nal battery. Accordingly, the portable computing device may 
draw a current to operate its internal circuitry but does not 
charge its internal battery in act 2030. 
0111. In various embodiments of the present invention, an 
accessory and a portable computing device may share more 
than one power line. In a specific embodiment of the present 
invention, a USB power Supply and an accessory power Sup 
ply may be shared between an accessory and a portable com 
puting device. In Such a situation, an accessory may draw 
current from either Supply. In this arrangement, power may be 
supplied by a power source over the USB lines. The portable 
computing device may prefer that the accessory take its power 
requirements from the USB power supply, thereby leaving the 
remaining USB power for the portable computing device. 
Alternately, the portable computing device may prefer to 
receive all the available power from the USB line and return 
power to the accessory using the accessory power Supply. 
0112 Reasons for this include improved flexibility regard 
ing the amount of current that the portable computing device 
can draw. For example, in a specific embodiment of the 
present invention, a power Source may provide, for example, 
2.0 amps of current. An accessory may require 0.2 amps of 
current for its operation. In a particular embodiment of the 
present invention, the accessory can instruct the portable 
computing device to draw either 1.0 or 2.0 amps of current. 
Since 1.8 amps is available to the portable computing device, 
the accessory instructs the portable computing device to draw 
1.0 amps. Accordingly, an internal battery of the portable 
computing device cannot charge as fast as it would if it could 
receive the entire 1.8 amps. Thus, the portable computing 
device may wish to draw the draw 2.0 amps available on the 
USB Supply, and return 0.2 amps to the accessory using the 
accessory Supply line. This arrangement leaves a net 1.8amps 
for the operation of the portable computing device and for 
charging its internal battery. Examples of this are shown in the 
following figures. 
0113 FIG. 21 illustrates an electronic system according to 
embodiment of the present invention. Power source 2110 may 
provide current to accessory 2130 and portable computing 
device 2150. Portable computing device 2150 and accessory 
2130 may share first and second power lines 2142 and 2144. 
Accessory 2130 may send a command to portable computing 
device 2150 asking which power line it should use. Accessory 
2130 may do this using the GetPrefpower command. This 
command may include in its payload a current needed if the 
first power line is used and a current that may be needed if a 
second power line is used. Portable computing device 1250 
may then instruct accessory 1230 to use the first or the second 
power line 2142 and 2144, using the RetPerfpower com 
mand. This command identifies the power source to use in its 
payload. 
0114 Specifically, first power line 2142 may convey a 
USB power supply. This power supply may be derived from 
power source 2110 by power manager 2134 in accessory 
2130. Power manager 2134 may provide this power on power 
line 2142 to power control 2154 in portable computing device 
2150. Power control 2154 may charge battery 2152 in por 
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table computing device 2150 over line 2153 using this power 
and provide current for the operation of other circuitry. Bat 
tery 2152 may return power on line 2155 to power control 
2154. Power control 2154 may provide this battery power as 
an accessory power on second power line 2144 to power 
manager 2134. With this configuration, accessory 2130 may 
be powered directly from the USB power on first power line 
2142, or it may receive power via battery 2152 on second 
power line 2144. The activities performed by the devices in 
this figure are shown in the following figure. 
0115 FIG. 22 illustrates the activities performed by an 
accessory and portable computing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. In act 2210, an acces 
sory may send a command to get preferred power, that is, 
whether the accessory should operate by drawing current 
from a first or second power source. This command may be 
received by the portable computing device in act 2220. In act 
2230, the portable computing device may determine the pre 
ferred power Source and send this information to the acces 
sory in act 2240. In act 2250, the accessory may receive the 
preferred power Source and draws current from that source in 
act 2260. 

0116 FIG. 23 is a flowchart illustrating the activities per 
formed by an accessory and portable computing device 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. In act 
2310, a connection may be established between the accessory 
and the portable computing device. In act 2320, the accessory 
may provide a request to the portable computing device 
inquiring whether they accessory should use a first power 
Source or a second power source to power the accessory. In act 
2330, the accessory may receive an instruction indicating 
which power Source to use to power the accessory. In act 
2340, the accessory may use the indicated power source to 
power the accessory. 
0117. In various embodiments of the present invention, it 

is desirable for an accessory to read information regarding 
charging and power management from a portable computing 
device. One such parameter may include the maximum 
charging current that the portable computing device can pro 
Vide. This information may be requested and returned using 
the GetUltraHighPower and RetUltraHighPower commands. 
Examples of this are shown in the following figures. 
0118 FIG.24 illustrates an electronic system according to 
an embodiment of the present invention. This figure includes 
power source 2410, accessory 2430, and portable computing 
device 2450. Accessory 2430 may send a command to por 
table computing device 2450 to retrieve charging information 
using the GetCharginglnfo command. Portable computing 
device 2450 may return charging information to accessory 
2430 using the RetCharginglnfo command. These activities 
are shown in the following figure. 
0119 FIG.25 illustrates activities performed by an acces 
sory and a portable computing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. In act 2510, an acces 
sory may send a command to get charging information. The 
command to get information may be received by the portable 
computing device in act 2520. This information may then be 
read, for example from a register, in act 2530. In act 2540, the 
charging information may be returned and received by the 
accessory in act 2550. This charging information may include 
charging information discussed above, such as available cur 
rent limits, maximum current limits, the status of internal 
battery charging, and other parameters. 
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I0120 FIG. 26 illustrates a flowchart of the activities per 
formed by an accessory and a portable computing device 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. In act 
2610, a connection may be established between the accessory 
and the portable computing device. A request for charging 
information may be sent to the portable computing device in 
act 2620. In act 2630, the charging information may be 
received from the portable computing device. 
I0121. In some embodiments of the present invention, a 
portable computing device may identify an accessory by 
using a resistor value on the accessory. For example, the 
accessory may include a resistor having a specified value 
between two or more of its pins that may be used to commu 
nicate with the portable computing device. From this identi 
fication, one or more default values may be set in the portable 
computing device. On occasion, it may be desirable to over 
ride or supplement these values with specified values. 
Examples of this are shown in the following figures. 
0.122 FIG.27 illustrates an electronic system according to 
an embodiment of the present invention. This figure includes 
power source 2710, accessory 2730, and portable computing 
device 2750. Portable computing device 2750 may detect a 
resistor identification on accessory 2730. Portable computing 
device 2750 may determine default values for a number of 
parameters from this resistor identification. Accessory 2730 
may send one or more commands to portable computing 
device 2750 to override or supplement these default values. 
The activities performed by these devices are shown in the 
following figure. 
I0123 FIG. 28 illustrates the activities performed by an 
accessory and a portable computing device according to an 
embodiment of the present invention. In act 2810, a portable 
computing device may read an identification resistor on the 
accessory. In act 2820, the portable computing device may 
determine default values for various parameters based on this 
identification resistor. In act 2830, the accessory may send 
one or more commands to Supplement or override the default 
values. This command may be received by the portable com 
puting device in act 2840. An acknowledgement may be sent 
to the accessory in act 2850 and received by the accessory in 
act 2860. In act 2870, the portable computing device may 
supplement or override the default values. Notification of 
these changes may be provided from the portable computing 
device to the accessory. 
0.124 FIG. 29 is a flow chart illustrating the activities 
performed by an accessory and a portable computing device 
according to an embodiment of the present invention. In act 
2910, a connection may be established between the portable 
computing device and the accessory. In act 2920, a resistor 
identification may be read on the accessory. In act 2930, the 
portable computing device may determine one or more 
default values based on the resistor identification. Inact 2940, 
the portable computing device may receive a command from 
accessory to modify the set of one more default values. In act 
2950, the portable computing device may modify the set of 
one of more default values. 

0.125. The above description of embodiments of the inven 
tion has been presented for the purposes of illustration and 
description. It is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the 
invention to the precise form described, and many modifica 
tions and variations are possible in light of the teaching above. 
The embodiments were chosen and described in order to best 
explain the principles of the invention and its practical appli 
cations to thereby enable others skilled in the art to best utilize 
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the invention in various embodiments and with various modi 
fications as are Suited to the particular use contemplated. 
Thus, it will be appreciated that the invention is intended to 
cover all modifications and equivalents within the scope of 
the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of operating an accessory, the method com 

prising: 
establishing a connection between the accessory and a 

portable computing device; 
receiving, by the accessory, power from an external power 

Source: 
determining, by the accessory, a current capability of the 

external power source; 
determining, by the accessory, a net current capability by 

deducting a current requirement of the accessory from 
the current capability of the external power source; and 

signaling, by the accessory, via the connection to the por 
table computing device that the portable computing 
device is to draw a current having a limit equal to the net 
current capability. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the external power 
Source comprises a power converter, the power converter 
coupled to an alternating-current power Supply, wherein the 
power converter converts the alternating-current power Sup 
ply to a direct-current power Supply. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the current capability of 
the external power source is determined by the accessory by 
reading resistor values on at least one universal serial bus data 
pin. 

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising receiving, by 
the accessory, a signal from the portable computing device 
acknowledging that the portable computing device received 
the signaling from the accessory. 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the accessory is a dock 
ing station. 

6. A method of operating a portable computing device, the 
method comprising: 

establishing a connection between the portable computing 
device and an accessory; 

receiving, by the portable computing device, an indication 
of a current capability of an external power source pow 
ering the accessory; 

receiving, by the portable computing device, a power 
instruction from the accessory, the power instruction 
indicating a current requirement of the accessory; 

determining, by the portable computing device, a net cur 
rent capability by deducting the current requirement of 
the accessory from the current capability of the external 
power source; and 

drawing, by the portable computing device, a current hav 
ing a limit equal to the net current capability. 

7. The method of claim 6 wherein the external power 
Source comprises a power converter, the power converter 
coupled to an alternating-current power Supply, wherein the 
power converter converts the alternating-current power Sup 
ply to a direct-current power Supply. 

8. The method of claim 6 wherein the current capability of 
the external power source is determined by the portable com 
puting device by reading resistor values on at least one uni 
Versal serial bus data pin. 

9. The method of claim 8 wherein resistor values on the at 
least one universal serial bus data pin are provided by the 
external power source. 
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10. The method of claim 6 wherein the accessory is a 
docking station. 

11. A method of operatingaportable computing device, the 
method comprising: 

establishing a connection between the portable computing 
device and a power source via a cable; 

receiving, by the portable computing device, an indication 
that the power source can Supply current at a first level; 

receiving, by the portable computing device, an indication 
that the cable can Supply currentata lower, second level; 
and 

drawing, by the portable computing device, a current hav 
ing a limit equal to the lower second level. 

12. The method of claim 11 wherein the indication that the 
power source can Supply current at a first level is provided by 
a resistor value on at least one universal serial bus data pin. 

13. The method of claim 11 wherein the indication that the 
cable can Supply current at a lower second level comprises a 
command from the cable. 

14. The method of claim 13 wherein the command from the 
cable comprises a maximum current limit. 

15. The method of claim 11 further comprising: 
providing, by the portable computing device, an acknowl 

edgment to the cable that the indication that the cable can 
Supply currentata lower, second level has been received. 

16. A method of operatingaportable computing device, the 
method comprising: 

establishing a connection between the portable computing 
device and a battery pack; 

receiving, by the portable computing device, a command to 
operate circuitry using current from the battery pack 
without charging an internal battery; and 

drawing, by the portable computing device, a current to 
operate internal circuitry without charging the internal 
battery. 

17. The method of claim 16 further comprising: 
determining, by the portable computing device, a maxi 
mum current that can be provided by the battery pack. 

18. The method of claim 17 wherein the maximum current 
that can be provided by the battery pack is determined by the 
portable computing device by reading a resistor value on at 
least one universal serial bus data pin. 

19. The method of claim 16 further comprising: 
sending, by the portable computing device, an acknowl 

edgment to the battery pack that the command to operate 
circuitry using current from the battery pack without 
charging the internal battery has been received. 

20. The method of claim 19 further comprising: 
sending, by the portable computing device, a notification to 

the battery pack that the portable computing device is 
operating its circuitry using current from the battery 
pack without charging the internal battery. 

21. A method of operating an accessory, the method com 
prising: 

establishing a connection between the accessory and a 
portable computing device; 

providing, by the accessory, a request to the portable com 
puting device inquiring whether the accessory should 
use a first power source or a second power Source to 
power the accessory; 

receiving, by the accessory, an instruction indicating which 
power source to use to power the accessory; and 

using, by the accessory, the indicated power source to 
power the accessory. 
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22. The method of claim 21 further comprising: 
determining, by the accessory, a first current required to 

operate the accessory if the first power source is used; 
and 

determining, by the accessory, a second current required to 
operate the accessory if the second power source is used, 

wherein the request includes the first current and the sec 
ond current. 

23. The method of claim 21 wherein if the first power 
Source is used to power the accessory, the accessory and the 
portable computing device draw current from the first power 
Source and if the second power Source is used to power the 
accessory, the accessory draws current from the second power 
Source and the portable computing device draws current from 
the first power source. 
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24. The method of claim 21 wherein the first power source 
is a universal serial bus power source and the second power 
Source is an accessory power Source. 

25. The method of claim 24 wherein if the universal serial 
bus power source is used to power the accessory, the acces 
sory and the portable computing device draw current from the 
universal serial bus power Source and if the accessory power 
Source is used to power the accessory, the accessory draws 
current from the accessory power source and the portable 
computing device draws current from the universal serial bus 
power Source, wherein the accessory power source comprises 
a battery internal to the portable computing device. 

c c c c c 


