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INCORPORATING DATA IN HARDCOPY 
CORRESPONDENCE 

BACKGROUND 

0001. The present invention generally relates to printing 
on a hardcopy medium and more particularly relates to 
printing data on one Side of a hardcopy correspondence 
medium opposite a side upon which is disposed a picture or 
graphic. 

0002 Printing devices that are conventionally coupled to 
a computer have evolved from a physical Striking apparatus, 
like letter keys and wire pin matrices, to higher resolution 
and often color implementations Such as inkjet, electrostatic, 
and liquid electroStatic printing technologies. Higher printer 
resolution has enabled much cleaner and crisper text to be 
printed as well as images and graphics that rival photo 
graphic reproductions. Higher printer resolution has also 
enabled data to be printed as a dense pattern of printed marks 
on a receptive medium, Such as paper. One example of Such 
data printing can be found in U.S. patent application Ser. No. 
09/556,965 filed on Apr. 20, 2000 in behalf of Michael J. 
Jones and titled “Printed Medium Data Storage'. 
0003) In U.S. Pat. No. 5,905,819 the art of steganography 
was identified as a precursor to the desire to hide a digital 
message within a printed image. Digital Steganography was 
interpreted as encompassing techniqueS of tamper-proofing 
(providing the ability to determine whether a digital image 
has been manipulated or modified from an original), digital 
watermarking (providing the ability to establish ownership 
and copyright infringement), image tagging (adding a 
unique identifier to each image copy to identify the indi 
vidual creating bootleg copies), digital pointers (providing, 
for example, an invisible internet address for additional 
information), and data augmentation (providing, in a form 
relatively undetectable by human perception, additional 
information regarding the image in which the data is hiding). 
The identified patent discloses a complex method of com 
bining the desired image and the data in a manner which 
disturbs the desired image very little. 
0004 U.S. Pat. No. 5,829,895 uses a two-pass dot matrix 
printing method to place a postal indicia on an envelope. A 
first pass places a message in the printed postal indicia by 
adjusting the dot matrix dot density to create a lightly 
populated dot density, thereby enabling the message to be 
readable due to the low population of dots. A Second printing 
pass places a higher dot density in the previously low dot 
population density area in order to obliterate the message. 
Postal franking fraud can thereby be avoided. 
0005 InfoImaging Technologies, Inc. markets a product 
called 3D FaxFile. This product converts digital documents 
(text, color images, etc.) into a digital black and white 
pattern of marks that can be transmitted via a Standard fax 
machine. At the receiving end, the faxed document can be 
Scanned or otherwise reconverted into a digital data Stream 
that is Subsequently recomposed into a copy of the original 
document. Coding and data compression can yield a Secure 
and Significantly Smaller document to be faxed than the 
original. 

0006 The foregoing details of technology notwithstand 
ing, people often wish to communicate in a simple, inex 
pensive, and tangible way. Take, for example, the common 
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postcard. An individual wishes to share an experience with 
another, a picture of a place Visited on one side and a 
handwritten message on the other. The time-honored post 
card with an inexpensive postage Stamp provides the answer. 
Also, groups of people with a common hobby often use two 
sided cards to convey information. QSL cards are used by 
the amateur radio community to confirm radio communica 
tions and have a picture or graphic on one side of the card 
and confirmation information printed or written on the other. 
A simple two sided card should be able to share a richer 
variety of information and experience than that previously 
available. 

SUMMARY 

0007 User specified material is printed on a hardcopy 
medium, which has at least two Sides, by inputting and 
correcting at least one user Specified image into a processed 
image with an image processor and by converting a user 
Specified digital file into a pattern with an encoder. A 
printing device that is coupled to the image processor and 
coupled to the encoder prints the processed image on a first 
Side of the hardcopy medium and prints the pattern as a 
plurality of machine readable marks on a Second Side of the 
hardcopy medium. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0008 FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an apparatus which 
may employ the present invention. 
0009 FIG.2 is a simplified sketch of a further processing 
kiosk which may employ the present invention. 
0010 FIG. 3 is a flowchart of a process which may be 
employed in the kiosk of FIG. 2. 
0011 FIG. 4 is a flowchart of the process of image input 
selection which may be employed in the process of FIG. 3. 
0012 FIG. 5 is a flowchart of the process of audio input 
selection which may be employed in the process of FIG. 3 
0013 FIG. 6 is a flowchart of the process of data input 
Source Selection which may be employed in the process of 
FIG 3. 

0014 FIGS. 7A and 7B are examples of a hardcopy 
output medium which may employ the present invention. 
0015 FIG. 8 is an illustration of an encoded and printed 
data file which may be employed in the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

0016. The present invention encompasses a hardcopy 
medium including a picture or graphic on a first Side of the 
medium and an encoded and printed data file on the other 
Side of the medium. One can appreciate the utility of being 
able to include a more extensive data file including, for 
example, a Word processing document, a computer image 
file, or a computer Sound data file on the address Side of a 
hardcopy medium Such as a postcard. 
0017. An apparatus employing the present invention and 
used to produce Such a medium is illustrated in the block 
diagram of FIG. 1. A computer 101 acts as the controlling 
element and a printing device 103, which in a preferred 
embodiment may be a duplex printer such as an HP970Cxi 
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inkjet printer, deposits marks on a hardcopy output medium 
105. Conventionally disposed within the computer 101 is a 
microprocessor 107 and memory 109 that cooperate to 
accept commands and input, process the input in accordance 
with Stored instructions, and generate printing and control 
information for the printing device 103. 
0.018. One form of input comes from a generator of 
images 111, which in a preferred embodiment is a digital 
camera. Typically, a digital camera converts a visible image, 
in the form of light impinging upon a photon-to-electron 
transducer, into a digital data file comprising binary bits 
Stored as a computer recognizable bit format Such as a TIFF 
(Tagged Image File Format) file in a memory within the 
digital camera. When coupled to the computer 101, the 
digital camera, i.e. image generator 111, is called upon to 
upload one or more image files to the computer 101. In a 
preferred embodiment, the computer accepts the image files 
into an image processor/formatter 113 that converts the 
digital camera files format into TIFF files (if the files are not 
already in that format) and presents the uploaded image, or 
a thumbnail grouping of images, on a computer display 
device for the user to take action. This user action is often 
a Selection of an image for printing on one Side of the 
hardcopy output medium 105. The user may then further 
process the image by cropping, color enhancement, and 
other processes generally available for image enhancement 
in the image processor/formatter 113 for delivery of a 
processed image digital file to the printing device 103. 
0019. It is a feature of the present invention that addi 
tional information may be placed on another side of the 
hardcopy output medium 105. A postcard offers a person the 
opportunity to write a few words on the reverse Side of a 
picture; the Space available is usually not enough for a long 
handwritten message. In one implementation, a computer 
and printer place marks of a single color, usually black, as 
pixels for relatively low density data Storage on the medium. 
In a preferred embodiment, 8 Kbytes of information are 
printed in an area of 645 mm (1 in) on the reverse of the 
hardcopy output medium. For an intermediate density data 
Storage, Superpixels of a Single color are used to produce 
"gray' shades and a higher data Storage density. In yet 
another implementation, where color is used for the marks 
in Superpixels, the amount of information Stored by printed 
marks increases to 64 Kbytes of information in the 645 mm 
(1 in) area. This is enough hardcopy storage to incorporate 
a useful amount of digitally compressed audio, high reso 
lution image data, or file Storage. Thus, one may input Sound 
from a source of audio 117, which if it is not already in 
digital form, is converted to digital form and encoded into an 
audio standard such as MPEG-1 audio layer 3 (MP3) or 
MPEG-1 audio layer 2 (MP2) in the sound processor 119. 
Alternatively or in addition to the audio, other computer files 
can be input and processed, in the data processor 121, to 
provide compressed data files for Storage on the hardcopy 
output. Such computer files can be text that is input to a word 
processing program and Stored in a conventional word 
processing form. In a Single color preferred embodiment, as 
many as 12 characters per Square millimeter (8K characters 
per Square inch) can be stored on the hardcopy output, 
providing even a prolix postcard writer ample Space in this 
implementation of the hardcopy output. Another of the 
computer files that can be input to or created in the data 
processor 121 can be a digital file of the picture or graphic 
to be printed on the front Side of the hardcopy output, thus 
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giving the receiver of the hardcopy an opportunity to rec 
reate additional high fidelity copies of the picture or graphic. 
Postcard addressing information can also be input by the 
user and printed on the reverse Side but without being 
encoded. 

0020. As noted above, Superpixels enable gradations of 
intensity and hue in gray Scale printing and color image 
printing that offer a wide palette of color and the ability for 
Significant print Storage of information. A Superpixel is 
generally recognized to be a coordination of an area (the 
Superpixel) of the printed medium, usually a theoretical 
Square that is Subdivided into Smaller Square areas. Into each 
of the Smaller areas (referred to as pixels) a dot can be 
placed, or left unplaced, depending upon the level of gray 
Scale or the color to be realized for the Superpixel. See, for 
example, U.S. Pat. No. 4,930.018. The range of colors can 
be a Single identifiable color Such as black or cyan, a color 
gamut that can be separable into digitally encodable colors 
(for example 224 combinations of yellow, cyan, and 
magenta inks, commonly known in inkjet printing), Shades 
of gray (commonly referred to in printing as grayScale), or 
colors that are imperceptible to humans (Such as those 
having reflectance or absorption in infrared or ultraviolet). 
0021 Returning to FIG. 1 and considering a preferred 
embodiment, the image processor/formatter 113 is realized 
in a commercially available applications program Such as 
Adobe PhotoshopTM 6.0 or Microsoft PowerPoint. The 
Sound processor 119 is realized as an application program 
Such as Microsoft Windows Sound Recorder and, for text 
input, the data processor 121 is realized as a Microsoft Word 
applications program. Each is invoked by the user from the 
computer interfaces 127 to commence operation and to input 
formatting and other user authoring information. User for 
matting and processing commands are represented by inter 
connections “A” between elements. The user interfaces 127 
are typically a keyboard, a computer monitor, and a mouse 
but can easily include common peripherals like Speakers, a 
Sketch tablet, and the like. 

0022. To produce the stored information, the user 
accesses a print encoder 123, an applications program Such 
as Intacta ExpressTM Encoder (available from Intacta Tech 
nologies, Inc.), to accept the files from the Sound processor 
119 and the data processor 121, and encode the files into a 
pattern of printable marks. Once printed these marks are 
machine readable for regeneration of the encoded files. If it 
is desired that an image file be encoded into the printed 
Storage, an output file from the image processor 113 may be 
coupled to the print encoder 123. In a preferred embodiment, 
all of the information files are interwoven in the print pattern 
of marks for improved error correction. The encoded pattern 
of marks is then output to a document composer 124, 
realized with an applications program Such as Mpower" 
offered by Bitstream Corp. Document composer 124 posi 
tions the encoded files, the image file, non-encoded text 
(Such as a postcard address), and other printable material on 
the hardcopy output medium. The final product of this effort 
is then output to a print driver 125 for coupling to the 
printing device 103. The print driver 125 converts the 
document composer 124 output into a page description 
language, e.g. Adobe PostScript'TM or Hewlett-Packard 
Printer Control Language (PCL), which can be understood 
by the printing device 103. A raster image processor, gen 
erally in the printing device 103, but which may also be 
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implemented within the print driver 125 in low-cost sys 
tems, converts the digital document representation into a 
rasterized form which is then processed by the printing 
device. The printing device, in a preferred embodiment, 
ejects ink drops in accordance with the information output 
from the print driver 125, to produce the final printed 
hardcopy output 105. 

0023. An alternative embodiment employing the present 
invention may be deployed in a commercial environment. 
Photographic film development mini-labs have become 
common in multipurpose drugstores and large retail Stores. 
Further developments in conventional film mini-labs have 
resulted in very rapid photographic film development, con 
version to digital image, and image printing. The present 
invention offers an auxiliary product in the nature of a 
further processing kiosk. A simplified Sketch of a kiosk 
offering the present invention is shown in FIG. 2. A com 
puter configuration Similar to that described above with high 
duty cycle hardware is employed by the kiosk. 

0024. The desired output from a kiosk 201 like that 
shown in FIG. 2 is a hardcopy output Such as a custom 
postcard or String of pictures having auxiliary information 
printed in an encoded format on the hardcopy output. Inputs 
to the kiosk include images, audio, keyboard, computer, and 
transaction payment. Users couple a digital camera or a 
Video camera to an input connector, preferably an IEEE 
1394 port (although other standard ports can be employed), 
So that the image data files or the digital Video can be 
uploaded to a computer arrangement in the kiosk computer 
Similar to that described above. Analog video cameras are 
accommodated with composite video or S-Video inputs and 
conventional frame capture to obtain a Single image for 
printing from either analog or digital Video. The Scanned 
images from conventional photographic film, either per 
formed during a single event with the user or input from a 
storage medium like a Picture CDTM, are also available as 
input. Additionally, a library of digital images is available 
for use in Selecting an image to be printed on the hardcopy 
output—a feature of particular interest when the kiosk is 
placed in a location frequented by tourists. In advanced 
versions of the kiosk, a digital camera is integrated into the 
kiosk So that pictures can be taken from the kiosk, itself. 
Suitable and interesting background can be provided by the 
kiosk owner in this instance. 

0.025 In any event, the user is presented with a display of 
images from which to choose. This display, presented on a 
touch screen computer monitor 203 in the alternative 
embodiment, is preferably a matrix of thumbnail images but 
can also be a "slide Show” of imageS presented in full-screen 
format. The user may then choose an image from the image 
display for further processing and eventual printing. The 
images are each given a unique identifier (if they have not 
already been designated from the image Source) and the user 
Selects the image identifier preferably via the touch Screen 
monitor 203 but alternatively via a keyboard 205. The kiosk 
monitor 203 presents a full-screen version of the image and 
offers the user an opportunity to enhance the image and to 
Select the best crop for placement on the hardcopy output. 

0.026 Audio input comes from the digital camera or the 
Video camera or from independent analog and digital audio 
playback devices, each of which may be coupled to the kiosk 
via conventional connectors. Audio Sound recordings, 
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including Sounds of particular local interest like waterfalls, 
crowd noises, etc. and perhaps coordinated with a Selected 
library image as well as prerecorded background music, are 
made available for the user to Select. Again, an advanced 
version of the kiosk includes an integral microphone to 
record audio at the kiosk. The audio from the Source Selected 
by the user's touch on the touch screen monitor 203, which 
may be in analog format or digital format (MP3, for 
example), is converted to MP2 digital form (if it is not 
already SO) in preparation for encoding and printing on the 
hardcopy output. 

0027. A hardwire USB port is the primary input for a 
user's computer to be coupled to the kiosk, although an 
infrared or a IEEE 802.11B wireless connection or both may 
also be provided. The user may upload a computer file 
containing a text or other message. If the user desires to 
compose a message on the fly, the keyboard 205 provides the 
means to enter an impromptu message for encoding and 
printing on the hardcopy output. 
0028. The creation of the hardcopy output is paid for, in 
an alternative embodiment, by credit card. The user, prior to 
the input of images and other data, reads the list of charges 
for various Services and options available, including the 
option of prepayment of the postage necessary for a post 
card. The user then Selects the Services desired, including 
paying for postage if that option is available, and Swipes a 
credit card through a card reader. Thus, transaction approval 
is Sought and granted in conventional fashion. 
0029. In an alternative embodiment, an example of the 
operation of the kiosk is as follows, with reference to FIG. 
3. The user approaches the kiosk in the retail Store. In hand, 
the user has a digital camera and a credit card with which to 
authorize payment. When the transaction payment is com 
pleted, at 301, a Selection of input ports for image content is 
made, at 303. The process of image input Selection, in the 
preferred embodiment, is shown in the flowchart of FIG. 4. 
A presentation of the possible inputS is presented to the user 
to enable the user to select an input, at 401. If the selection 
of image inputS is of a digital camera, the user is prompted 
to connect the Video and audio outputs of the camera to the 
appropriate connectors on the kiosk. The user is then 
prompted to upload, at 403, the image files Stored in the 
digital camera. If the files are not in the TIFF format, they 
are converted at 405. If the selection is of a video camera, 
Such as a camcorder, the user is prompted to connect the 
Video camera's Video and audio outputs to the appropriate 
connectors of the kiosk and a determination is made, at 407, 
whether the input is in analog or digital form. If the input is 
analog, the Video is digitized in conventional fashion, at 409, 
and the user is provided the opportunity to Select one frame 
of video, in conventional fashion at freeze frame 411, to be 
Selected as the image to be printed. The frame is Saved, at 
413, in TIFF format. If the selection is of a conventional 
photographic film media, a further decision is made whether 
the film has already been Scanned to digitize the image and 
presented to the kiosk on a storage medium Such as a 
compact disk, or presented to the kiosk as a film negative or 
positive print or slide, at 415. When the selection is of an 
internal file the physical input is Scanned as positive prints/ 
negatives, at 417. If the files are external, the picture files are 
uploaded from the external disk, at 419, and the files 
converted to TIFF format, at 421, if necessary. If the 
Selection is to browse the library of prestored pictures in the 
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kiosk’s picture library, the user is presented with a list of 
picture categories, at 423, and a Selection of one of the 
categories is accepted, at 425. The files of pictures of that 
category are identified, at 427, and a link to audio files which 
are associated with the pictures is provided, at 429. In kiosks 
that are equipped with an internal camera, the Selection of 
the internal camera option by the user activates the camera 
and the computer monitor, at 431, to provide the user a Video 
image of what is being observed by the camera. When the 
user is happy with the picture shown on the monitor, the user 
presses the Snapshot button, at accept input 433, to cause the 
kiosk to Save the image at 437. This process may be repeated 
until the user decides that enough Snapshots have been taken 
or for a predetermined maximum number of times (in a 
preferred embodiment 24 times). The camera and monitor 
are deactivated for the Snapshot purpose, at 439, and the 
pictures are saved in TIFF format. 

0030) Returning to FIG. 3, the user may want to input 
more images, So a test is made, at 304, to determine whether 
additional input is desired. Once the images are input from 
the selection step 303, the display of images in thumbnail 
format is made to the user, at 305, and the user's selection 
of one of the images is accepted, at 307. The Selected image 
is displayed as a full-screen image on the monitor 203, at 
309, to enable the user to modify and enhance the image and 
to crop and Scale the image to fit the hardcopy output 
medium size, at 311. The user then is prompted to consider 
the data file to be encoded and placed on the hardcopy output 
medium. Usually, the data file is located on the opposite side 
of the medium, such as would be desired for a postcard. 

0.031) An audio input selection is offered, at 313, should 
the user desire to include an audio file. The process of audio 
input selection is further illustrated in the flowchart of FIG. 
5. In an alternative embodiment, the selection, at 501, is 
among none, external digital audio, external analog audio, 
internal analog, and a library of audio files. If the Selection 
is of an external digital audio Source, the user is prompted 
to connect the Source to a digital connector on the kiosk. 
(This connection may already have been made in connecting 
the digital camera or digital Video camera). The external 
digital Source is then activated and the audio file is input to 
the kiosk. If the file is not in an MPEG-1 layer 2 (MP2) 
format in a preferred embodiment, it is converted to an MP2 
file, at 503. Similarly for an external analog audio source: 
the Source is connected, activated, and the audio signal is 
digitized, at 505, into an MP2 file. Akiosk microphone may 
be used to record an audio file for encoding and printing on 
the hardcopy output and a Selection of that mode results in 
the activation of a microphone, at 507, prior to the digiti 
zation of the audio into an MP2 file, at 505. A selection of 
a library of Sound files may be made and a test is made, at 
509, to see if a link from a selected prestored video file has 
been established. If Such a link exists, the user is given the 
option, at 511, of Selecting this file to be encoded and placed 
on the hardcopy output medium. If no link has been Set from 
a Selected Video or if the user does not want to use the linked 
audio file, the user is offered, at 513, a listing of audio file 
categories. The user can make the Selection, which is 
accepted, at 515, and a selected audio file is located, at 517. 
The user may, optionally, listen to the file before making a 
final selection. Once the audio file has been selected from 
any of the Sources, if at all, the file is encoded into a data file 
Suitable for printing on the hardcopy output medium, at 315. 
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0032. The user may elect to add a data file containing text 
or other information in place of or in addition to the audio 
file. Selection of a data input source, at 317, is illustrated in 
the flowchart of FIG. 6. The user may enter a text message 
from the kiosk keyboard 205 or may upload a computer data 
file from an external computer or Storage medium. The 
selection is made by the user, at 601. If an external computer 
Source is Selected, the user is instructed to plug the computer 
output port, or wireleSS equivalent, to the kiosk port. If the 
file is Stored on portable medium, the medium is inserted 
into, for example, the disk reader of the kiosk and, in either 
event, the desired file is uploaded, at 603. If the user desires 
to type in a message, the keyboard option is Selected and the 
keyboard is used to cause the kiosk to accept the user's 
keystrokes, at 605. The completed message is Stored in a 
word processing format in a data file, at 607. The data file 
from either input is encoded into the data pattern, at 609, for 
printing on the hardcopy output medium. 

0033. If the hardcopy output medium is to be a postcard 
and the user has paid a postage fee, a postal frank grant is 
accessed. The document is composed, at 320, by the kiosk 
computer document composer. The print driver is then 
activated, at 321, and the image is printed on a first Side of 
the hardcopy output medium, at 323. The print driver is 
again invoked, at 325, and the encoded data pattern and the 
postal frank is printed on the opposite, Second, Side of the 
hardcopy output medium, at 327. The hardcopy output 
medium is then ejected, at 329, for collection by the user. 
0034. An example of a hardcopy output medium is shown 
in FIGS. 7A and 7B. A preferred embodiment of the output 
medium is a postcard, as shown, although other hardcopy 
output, Such as picture Strings and QSL cards may also be 
created. On a first, picture, Side of the illustrated postcard, a 
picture image has been printed in accordance with the user's 
image Selection. Although reproduced only in grayScale 
here, the picture is preferably a color picture. On the 
opposite Side, a postal frank 702 has been conventionally 
printed and an address 704 has been printed from a non 
encoded text file. An encoded data file 706 has been printed 
on this side opposite the printed picture. Four Separate 
encoded data file blocks 708, 709, 710, and 711 are illus 
trated, but the number of file blockS can range from one to 
any reasonable number. 

0035 An encoded and printed data file is illustrated in an 
enlarged version in FIG. 8. In this figure, only a black mark 
or a white space in each printable (and readable) pixel are 
used to represent a data bit for ease of reproduction in this 
Specification. A preferred embodiment employs Superpixels 
for encoded Storage, each Superpixel contains a plurality of 
marks that create a printed grayScale. Moreover, each Super 
pixel can contain color marks (for example in inkjet printers, 
cyan, magenta, and yellow in addition to black) which 
further provide encoding depth for increased Storage capac 
ity. Further discussion regarding color Superpixel art can be 
found in U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,930,018 and 5,031,050 and in 
Output Hardcopy Devices, (Ed. Durbeck and Sherr) Aca 
demic Press, San Diego, 1988, pp. 350-352. 

0036) The illustrated postcard, after it is received by its 
intended recipient, can be exposed to a conventional com 
puter Scanner (which in a preferred embodiment having a 
color data encoding scheme) such as a Scan.Jet 5370C 
available from Hewlett-Packard Company. The printed and 
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Stored data file is read by the Scanner and operated upon by 
an applications program Such as Intacta Express' Decoder 
available from Intacta Technologies, Inc. The recovered 
file(s) can Subsequently be opened by the corresponding 
image, audio, or text applications program(s) to obtain the 
original information. 
0037 Thus a process and apparatus for placing a richer 
variety of information on a printable medium Such as a 
correspondence card has been shown and described. Such a 
correspondence card generally has a picture or graphic 
printed on one side and an encoded Storage of a digital file 
printed on the other Side. 

I claim: 
1. Apparatus that prints user Specified material on a 

hardcopy medium having at least two sides, comprising: 
an image processor that inputs and corrects at least one 

user Specified image into a processed image digital file; 
an encoder that converts a user Specified digital file into 

a pattern; and 
a printing device coupled to Said image processor and 

coupled to Said encoder to print Said user Specified 
image from Said processed image digital file on a first 
Side of the hardcopy medium and print Said pattern as 
a plurality of machine readable marks on a Second Side 
of the hardcopy medium. 

2. Apparatus in accordance with claim 1 wherein Said 
apparatus further comprises a kiosk. 

3. Apparatus in accordance with claim 1 wherein Said user 
Specified digital file further comprises Said processed image 
digital file. 

4. Apparatus in accordance with claim 1 further compris 
ing a Sound processor coupled to Said encoder to create an 
audio digital file for Specification as Said user Specified 
digital file. 

5. Apparatus in accordance with claim 1 further compris 
ing a data processor coupled to Said encoder to create a data 
digital file for Specification as Said user Specified digital file. 

6. Apparatus in accordance with claim 1 further compris 
ing a document composer coupled to Said image processor 
and Said encoder to receive input for Said first Side and Said 
Second Side, respectively, and coupled to Said printing 
device to provide a duplexed output to Said printing device. 

7. Apparatus in accordance with claim 1 further compris 
ing an interface device by which a user may enter formatting 
commands at least to Said image processor. 

8. A method of creating user Specified material on a 
hardcopy medium having at least two Sides, comprising the 
Steps of: 

accepting at least one image file; 
encoding a user Selected digital file; 
printing an image from Said accepted at least one image 

file on a first Surface of the hardcopy medium; and 
printing Said encoded file as a plurality of machine 

readable marks on a Second Surface of the hardcopy 
medium. 

9. A method in accordance with the method of claim 8 
further comprising the Step of accepting payment for print 
ing Said image and Said encoded file on the hardcopy 
medium. 
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10. A method in accordance with the method of claim 8 
wherein Said Step of accepting Said at least one image file 
further comprises the Step of Selecting an input for Said at 
least one image file. 

11. A method in accordance with the method of claim 10 
wherein Said Step of Selecting an input further comprises the 
Step of Selecting an input of an external camera. 

12. A method in accordance with the method of claim 10 
wherein Said Step of Selecting an input further comprises the 
Step of Selecting an input of a user Stored Scanned image. 

13. A method in accordance with the method of claim 10 
wherein Said Step of Selecting an input further comprises the 
Step of Selecting an input of an image negative or positive for 
Scanning to create an at least one image file. 

14. A method in accordance with the method of claim 10 
wherein Said Step of Selecting an input further comprises the 
Step of Selecting an input of a previously Stored image file. 

15. A method in accordance with the method of claim 14 
wherein Said Step of Selecting an input of a previously stored 
image file further comprises the Step of providing a link to 
an accompanying audio file. 

16. A method in accordance with the method of claim 10 
wherein Said Step of Selecting an input further comprises the 
Step of Selecting an input of an internal camera. 

17. A method in accordance with the method of claim 16 
wherein Said Step of Selecting an input of an internal camera 
further comprises the Step of Saving an image from Said 
internal camera as Said at least one image file. 

18. A method in accordance with the method of claim 8 
wherein Said Step of encoding a user Selected digital file 
further comprises the Step of accepting a Selection of a 
digital file. 

19. A method in accordance with the method of claim 18 
wherein Said Step of accepting a Selection of a digital file 
further comprises the Step of accepting a Selection of a 
digital audio file. 

20. A method in accordance with the method of claim 19 
wherein Said Step of accepting a Selection of a digital audio 
file further comprises the Step of Selecting from a library of 
digital audio files. 

21. A method in accordance with the method of claim 19 
wherein Said Step of accepting a Selection of a digital audio 
file further comprises the Step of activating a microphone. 

22. A method in accordance with the method of claim 18 
wherein Said Step of accepting a Selection of a digital file 
further comprises the Step of accepting a Selection of Said at 
least one image file. 

23. A method in accordance with the method of claim 18 
wherein Said Step of accepting a Selection of a digital file 
further comprises the Step of accepting a Selection of input 
data. 

24. A method in accordance with the method of claim 8 
wherein Said Step of accepting at least one image file further 
comprises the Step of processing Said accepted at least one 
image file. 

25. A method in accordance with the method of claim 8 
wherein Said Step of encoding Said user Selected digital file 
further comprises the Step of encoding Said user Selected 
digital file into a pattern. 
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26. A method in accordance with the method of claim 25 
wherein Said Step of printing Said encoded file further 
comprises the Step of depositing Said pattern as Said plurality 
of machine readable markS. 

27. A method in accordance with the method of claim 8 
further comprising the Step of composing Said accepted at 
least one image file and Said encoded user Selected digital 
file for respectively printing on Said first Surface and Said 
Second Surface of Said hardcopy medium. 

28. A hardcopy output produced in accordance with the 
method of claim 8. 

29. A correspondence medium having at least two visible 
Surfaces, comprising: 

a user-Selected image disposed on a first visible Surface of 
the correspondence medium; 

a postal frank disposed on a Second Visible Surface of the 
correspondence medium; and 
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user-Selected data, encoded in the form of machine 
readable marks, disposed on Said Second visible Surface 
of the correspondence medium and Spaced apart from 
Said postal frank. 

30. A correspondence medium in accordance with claim 
29 wherein Said user-Selected data further comprises a 
digital audio file. 

31. A correspondence medium in accordance with claim 
29 wherein Said user-Selected data further comprises a 
digital file of an image. 

32. A correspondence medium in accordance with claim 
31 wherein Said digital file of an image further comprises a 
digital file of Said user-Selected image. 

33. A correspondence medium in accordance with claim 
29 wherein Said user-Selected data further comprises a 
digital file of input data. 
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