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(57) ABSTRACT 
A temperature sensing type flow sensor including a 
control pulse generating circuit for generating a pulse 
signal having a time ratio which corresponds to the 
output from a bridge circuit which contains tempera 
ture sensing elements, an intermittent control circuit for 
controlling a time in which a current is conducted in 
accordance with the time ratio, and a smoothing circuit 
for making an noncontinuous output from the intermit 
tent control circuit continuous as supplied to the bridge 
circuit. The responsiveness of this temperature sensing 
type flow sensor is improved, and the change of the 
temperature sensing type elements due to time elapse 
and power source loss can be reduced. Furthermore, a 
switching control type temperature sensing flow sensor 
exhibits the most suitable frequency response through 
out a significantly wide frequency region. 

1 Claim, 7 Drawing Sheets 
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TEMPERATURE SENSING FLOW SENSOR 

This is a Division of application Ser. No. 07/315,747 
filed February 27, 1989. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a temperature sens 

ing type flow sensor for measuring the amount of air 
taken in an engine. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Conventional temperature sensing type flow sensors 

of an engine control digital output type have been dis 
closed in Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open Nos. 
56-51619, 62-79316, and 62-55518. FIG. 1 schematically 
illustrates a circuit used in a digital signal output type 
temperature sensing flow sensor disclosed in Japanese 
Patent Application Laid-Open No. 62-55518 wherein 
the amount of air taken in an engine is measured. 

Referring to FIG. 1, a temperature sensing element 2 
for heating and a temperature sensing element 3 for 
detecting the temperature of air are provided in an 
intake pipe 1. The temperature sensing elements 2 and 3 
each comprise a thin wire or a thin film resistor element 
made of, for example, platinum, tungsten or nickel 
whose resistance can be changed, and they are arranged 
to be positioned in contact with the air flow through the 
intake pipe 1. An Wheatstone bridge circuit is consti 
tuted by these temperature sensing elements 2 and 3 and 
fixed resistors 4 to 6. A heating electricity is supplied, 
via a transistor 25, to this bridge circuit. The output 
from the bridge circuit is connected to a comparator 20. 
An output signal from the comparator 20 is supplied 
when the temperature of the temperature sensing ele 
ment 2 has been raised by the heating electricity to a 
level which is different by a predetermined degree from 
that of the temperature sensing element 3 for detecting 
the temperature of air. The output signal from this com 
parator 20 resets a flip-flop. 21, and the output from this 
flip-flop. 21 makes the switch element 23 close via a 
buffer 22. The voltage of the electricity to be supplied 
from the transistor 25 to the temperature sensing ele 
ment 2 is controlled at a constant level with reference to 
the reference voltage power source 26. 

In this structure, the flip-flop. 21 is set in response to 
a start pulse signal, and the flow of heating current is 
turned on so that the temperature sensing element 2 is 
heated. When the temperature of the temperature sens 
ing element 2 has been raised to a level which is differ 
ent by a predetermined degree from that of air, an out 
put signal is generated by the comparator 20 so that the 
flip-flop. 21 is reset and the switch element 23 is closed, 
causing the transistor 25 to be grounded. As a result, the 
heating current is stopped. The speed at which the 
temperature of the temperature sensing element 2 rises 
is arranged to be in inverse proportion to the air flow 
through the intake pipe 1. Therefore, the time taken 
from the start of the flow of heating current to the 
generation of the output signal supplied from the com 
parator 20 is caused to correspond to the flow of the 
intake air passing through the intake pipe 1. Therefore, 
by measuring the time period of the output pulse from 
the flip-flop. 21, the amount of intake. air can be mea 
sured. 
The conventional digital signal output type tempera 

ture sensing type flow sensors are structured as de 
scribed above in which the time taken for the difference 
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2 
between the temperature of the sensing elements 2 and 
that of 3 to become a predetermined level is measured. 
Therefore, only poor responsiveness can be realized 
with respect to that obtained with the fixed temperature 
method, and since the temperature of the temperature 
sensing element 2 can be rapidly changed, the resist 
ance-temperature characteristics of the temperature 
sensing element 2 are changed in accordance with the 
elapse of time. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

To overcome this problem, an object of the present 
invention is to provide a temperature sensing type flow 
sensor which exhibits an excellent responsiveness and 
reduced change in over time and which also exhibits a 
reduced loss of the electric power supplied thereto. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a switching control type temperature sensing flow sen 
sor capable having a frequency response covering a 
significantly wide frequency region. 

Still another object of the present invention is to 
provide a switching control type temperature sensing 
flow sensor with which the flow can be measured re 
gardless of changes in the voltage of the power source 
and which is also capable of providing a digital output. 
According to one aspect of the present invention, 

there is provided a temperature sensing type flow sen 
sor which comprises: 

temperature sensing elements disposed in intake air 
and having a resistance which changes with tempera 
ture; a bridge circuit composed of the temperature sens 
ing elements and fixed resistors; a control pulse generat 
ing circuit for generating pulses having a time ratio 
which corresponds to the output from the bridge cir 
cuit; an intermittent control circuit disposed between an 
electric source and the bridge circuit and for control 
ling the time periods in which current is allowed to flow 
in accordance with the time ratio; and a smoothing 
circuit for making the noncontinuous output from the 
intermittent control circuit continuous as supplied to 
the bridge circuit. 
According to another aspect of the present invention, 

there is provided a temperature sensing type flow sen 
sor which comprises: 

temperature sensing elements disposed in intake air 
and having a resistance which changes with tempera 
ture; a bridge circuit composed of the temperature sens 
ing elements and fixed resistors; a differential amplifier 
circuit for amplifying the output from the bridge circuit 
and including a compensation circuit for compensating 
phase delay of the output; a control pulse generating 
circuit for generating pulses having a time ratio which 
corresponds to the output from the differential amplifier 
circuit; and intermittent control circuit disposed be 
tween an electric source and the bridge circuit for con 
trolling the time periods during which current is al 
lowed to flow in accordance with the time ratio; and a 
smoothing circuit for making the noncontinuous output 
from the intermittent control circuit continuous as sup 
plied to the bridge circuit. 
According to still another aspect of the present inven 

tion, there is provided a temperature sensing type flow 
sensor which comprises: 

temperature sensing elements disposed in intake air 
and a resistance which changes with temperature; a 
bridge circuit composed of the temperature sensing 
elements and fixed resistors; a chopping wave generator 
for generating chopping waves; a comparator to which 
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the voltage at the bridge circuit and the output from the 
chopping wave generator are input and for generating 
digital outputs having a time ratio which is a function of 
an intake air flow; a control pulse generating circuit to 
which the output from the chopping wave generator 
and the output from the bridge circuit are input, and for 
generating a pulse having a time ratio which corre 
sponds to the output from the bridge circuit; an inter 
mittent control circuit disposed between an electric 
source and the bridge circuit and for controlling time 
during which current is allowed to flow in accordance 
with the time ratio of the pulses generated in the control 
pulse generating circuit; and a smoothing circuit for 
making the noncontinuous output from the intermittent 
control circuit continuous as supplied to the bridge 
circuit. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 schematically illustrates a circuit for use in a 
conventional temperature sensing type flow sensor; 

FIG. 2 schematically illustrates a circuit for use in a 
temperature sensing type flow sensor according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 
FIG.3 schematically illustrates a temperature sensing 

type flow sensor according to another embodiment of 
the present invention; 
FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating a frequency charac 

teristic of a differential amplifier circuit of the flow 
sensor shown in FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating a frequency charac 

teristic of the output from the flow sensor shown in 
FIG. 3; 
FIG. 6 schematically illustrates a circuit for use in a 

temperature sensing type flow sensor according to still 
another embodiment of the present invention; 
FIGS. 7A and 7B illustrate the frequency responsibil 

ity of the flow sensor shown in FIG. 6; and 
FIG. 8 schematically illustrating a circuit for use in a 

temperature sensing type flow sensor according to still 
another embodiment of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT 

A temperature sensing type flow sensor according to 
an embodiment of the present invention will now be 
described with reference to the drawings. 

Referring to FIG. 2, a temperature sensing element 
for heating 2 and a temperature sensing element 3 for 
detecting the temperature of air are provided in the 
passage of an intake pipe 1. These temperature sensing 
elements 2 and 3 and fixed resistors 4 to 6 form a bridge 
circuit. The output from this bridge circuit is input to a 
differential amplifier 7, and the output from this differ 
ential amplifier 7 is input to a voltage-frequency con 
verter 8 so that a pulse signal having a frequency in 
proportion to the output from the bridge circuit is out 
put. This pulse signal is input to a monostable multivi 
brator 10, and is input to the base of a transistor 11, via 
an OR circuit 16. A control pulse generating circuit is 
formed by this voltage-frequency converter 8 and the 
monostable multivibrator 10. The transistor 11 intermit 
tently controls a power transistor 12 which supplies 
current to the bridge. A smoothing circuit constituted 
by a diode 13, inductor 14 and condenser 15 is con 
nected to the collector side of the power transistor 12 
whereby the discontinuous waveform is made continu 
ous. The output from this smoothing circuit is con 
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4. 
nected to the bridge circuit so that current is supplied to 
the bridge circuit. 
The pulse signal supplied from the voltage-frequency 

converter 8 is, by a divider 9, reduced to a frequency 
which can be preferably measured by a microcomputer. 

Next, an operation of the above-described tempera 
ture sensing type flow sensor will be described. Assum 
ing that the air flow in the intake pipe 1 has been in 
creased, the noninverted input voltage of the differen 
tial amplifier 7 is raised, and the output voltage of the 
differential amplifier 7 is also raised. In accordance with 
this, the frequency of the output pulse signal from the 
voltage-to-frequency converter 8 is increased, and the 
time ratio of the output pulse from the monostable mul 
tivibrator 10 is increased. In this state, the transistor 11 
is turned on when the output level from the monostable 
multivibrator 10 is at a high level, causing the transistor 
12 to conduct. Therefore, when the time ratio of the 
output pulse from the monostable multivibrator 10 is 
increased, the time ratio of the collector voltage pulse 
of the power transistor 12 is also increased so that the 
output voltage of the smoothing circuit is raised. As a 
result, the heating current which passes through the 
temperature sensing element 2 is increased, and the 
temperature of the temperature sensing element 2 is 
kept constant. 
Assuming that the voltage of the bridge circuit is Vo, 

and the emitter voltage of the power transistor 12 is VB, 

TON 
Tov -- Torr 

(l) Vo = VB 

wherein ToN and Toff respectively represent time at 
which the power transistor 12 is turned on and the time 
at which the same is turned off, and Tony corresponds to 
the pulse width of the monostable multivibrator 10. 

Voltage Vo of the bridge circuit can be expressed by 
the following equation: 

Yo- (R -- R5) (2) 

wherein I represents current which passes through the 
temperature sensing element 2, RH represents the resis 
tance of the temperature sensing element 2, and R6 
represents resistance of the fixed resistor 6. 
From equations (1) and (2), heating current I can be 

expressed by the following equation: 

VB 
R - R. ' 

TON 
TON - TOFF 

(3) I = 

On the other hand, the thermal equilibrium equation 
for the temperature sensing element 2 can be expressed 
by the following equation: 

wherein A and B represent constants, and Q represents 
the intake air flow. 
The time ratio is deduced from equations (3) and (4) 

as follows: 

(5) 

Tov -- A = H, 4t B No. ov = = - 1 RH 
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wherein, f represents the output frequency from the 
voltage-to-frequency converter 8. Since RH is constant 
and ToN is also constant when the bridge circuit is in an 
equilibrium state, the frequency f can be given by a 
biquadratic root of flow Q. Therefore, the flow Q in the 
intake pipe 1 can be obtained by measuring the digital 
output from the divider 9, which has been obtained by 
dividing the output pulse from the voltage-to-frequency 
converter 8. 

In order to assuredly operate the sensor immediately 
after power has been supplied, a start pulse signal is 
input to the OR circuit 16. After the system has been 
started, the transistors 11 and 12 are operated by the 
pulse output from the monostable multivibrator 10. 
Although the control pulse generating circuit is com 

posed of the voltage-to-frequency converter 8 and the 
monostable multivibrator 10 in the above-described 
embodiment, it may comprise a pulse width converting 
circuit formed by a chopping wave circuit and a com 
parator. However, in this case, the flow detection signal 
comprises a pulse width as an alternative to the fre 
quency. 
According to the above-described temperature sens 

ing type flow sensor, control is so performed that the 
temperature of the temperature sensing element is kept 
constant. Therefore, it is not necessary to wait until the 
temperature sensing element has heated up to a prede 
termined temperature. In addition, the thermal shock 
applied to the temperature sensing element can be re 
duced. Consequently, the responsiveness can be im 
proved and the change of the temperature sensing ele 
ment over time can be as well reduced. In addition, 
since the power source is intermittently controlled, the 
total power loss can be reduced with respect to the case 
of continuous power supply. 
The thermal type flow sensor utilizes a phenomenon 

of heat transmission from a heating element comprising 
a temperature sensing resistor disposed in the passage 
for the intake air, wherein the detection circuit based on 
the constant temperature measuring method which 
exhibits an excellent responsiveness is generally em 
ployed. In the constant temperature measuring method, 
the bridge circuit and the differential amplifier thereof 
are arranged as to make the temperature of the heating 
element always higher than that of the intake air by a 
predetermined degree. Therefore, the power loss of the 
transistors for supplying a current to the bridge circuit 
is considerably large. To this end, an intermittent con 
trol method has been disclosed in which the transistors 
are duty-controlled as to reduce the power loss, and 
while a similar temperature measurement effect can be 
thereby obtained. 

Next, a schematic drawing of a circuit for use in a 
switching control temperature sensing type flow sensor 
based upon the intermittent control method according 
to another embodiment of the present invention is 
shown in FIG. 3. Referring to FIG. 3, the temperature 
sensing element 2 and the temperature sensing element 
3 for detecting the temperature of the intake air are 
provided in the intake pipe 1. A wheatstone bridge is 
composed of these temperature sensing elements 2 and 3 
and the fixed resistors 4 to 6. The junction between the 
fixed resistor 6 and the temperature sensing element 2 
and the junction between the fixed resistors 4 and 5 are 
input to the differential amplifier circuit so that the 
difference between the unbalance voltage of the bridge 
circuit and the voltage of the D.C. unbalance power 
source 40 which is the D.C. unbalance voltage generat 
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6 
ing means is amplified. The differential amplifier circuit 
comprises fixed resistors 30 to 32 and the differential 
amplifier 7. The output voltage from this differential 
amplifier circuit is converted into a pulse signal by a 
pulse width converter circuit 35. A chopping wave 
generator 34 serves as a signal source for the pulse 
width conversion. The pulse signal is converted into a 
pulse signal having a time ratio in proportion to the 
output from the differential amplifier circuit in the pulse 
width converter circuit 35. This pulse signal causes the 
switching transistor 12 to be controlled between switch 
on and switch-off. The waveform of the D.C. power 
source 41 which has been intermitted by the transistor 
12 is made continuous by the smoothing circuit and the 
diode 13, the smoothing circuit comprising the inductor 
14 and the condenser 15. As a result, a current is sup 
plied to the bridge circuit. The constant temperature 
circuit can be thus structured by forming a feedback 
circuit which is arranged in such a manner that the 
resistances are determined so as to have the bridge cir 
cuit in balance when the temperature of the temperature 
sensing element 2 for heating is higher than that of the 
intake air by a predetermined degree. 

In addition, a series circuit constituted by a resistor 50 
and a condenser 51 is connected in parallel to the feed 
back resistor 32. The resistance of the resistor 50 is 
arranged to be smaller than that of the resistor 32. A 
phase-delay compensation circuit is composed of the 
resistors 32 and 50, and the condenser 51. 

Next, an operation of the above-described tempera 
ture sensing type flow sensor will be described. 
Assuming that the air flow in the intake pipe 1 has 

been increased, the temperature of the temperature 
sensing element 2 for heating is lowered, causing its 
resistance to be reduced. In accordance to this, the 
potential at the junction between the temperature sens 
ing element 2 for heating and the fixed resistor 6 is 
lowered, and the output voltage from the differential 
amplifier 7 is increased. In addition, the time ratio of the 
digital output from the pulse width conversion circuit 
35 is changed, and the time in which the voltage is kept 
at a high level is lengthened. Therefore, the time in 
which the transistor is turned on is lengthened and the 
heating current supplied to the bridge circuit is in 
creased, this heating current being to be smoothed by 
the smoothing circuit. Consequently, the temperature of 
the temperature sensing element 2 for heating is pre 
vented from being lowered. As a result, the temperature 
of the temperature sensing element 2 for heating can be 
kept constant. 

In this state, time ratio D of the switching signal of 
the switching transistor 12 becomes: 

I (Rh -- Ré) (6) 
D = - 

wherein I represents heating current, Vin represents the 
voltage of the D.C. power source 41, Rh represents 
resistance of the temperature sensing element 2 for heat 
ing, and R6 represents the resistance of the fixed resistor 
6. 
On the other hand, the relationship between heating 

current I and flow Q when the constant temperature 
control is being performed becomes: 
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, - ... no 
wherein A and B represent constants. Therefore, time 
ratio D becomes 

D - (, . . . No 
Vin 

(8) 

Since Rh and R6 are constant values, time ratio D is a 
function of Q provided that power source voltage Vin is 
not changed. Therefore, flow Q can be obtained by 
measuring the time in which the control signal of the 
switching transistor 12 is switched on or the time in 
which the same is switched off. Furthermore, a benefit 
can be obtained that the interface with a microprocessor 
is not required since the output signal serving as the 
sensor is in the digital form. 

Next, the effect of the D.C. unbalance power source 
40 will be described. Considering this D.C. unbalance 
voltage, the resistance Rh of the temperature sensing 
element 2 for heating can be given by the following 
equation (9): 

(Rk + R4) Rs (9) 
Rs -- ARh 

wherein Rk represents the resistance of the temperature 
sensing element 3 for detecting the temperature of the 
intake air, and R4 and R5 represent the resistance of the 
corresponding stationary resistors 4 and 5. As a result of 
the provision of the D.C. unbalance power source 40, 
Rh becomes the resistance value greater, by ARh, than 
the value needed for balancing the bridge circuit. This 
ARh becomes as follows provided that the voltage of 
the D.C. unbalance power source 40 is AE: 

I (R R (10) -- Rk -- R Rh = (se --torne)( + i)x -- 
wherein A represents a direct current differential gain. 
This direct current differential gain. A can be repre 
sented as A = R9/R8, wherein R8 and R9 represent the 
resistance of the corresponding resistors 31 and 32. As 
can be clearly seen from the above-described equation, 
the resistance of the temperature sensing element 2 for 
heating depends upon heating current I, that is, the 
resistance is changed in accordance with the flow, as a 
result of which, as the flow increases, Rh becomes 
smaller. This change becomes larger as the differential 
gain becomes smaller. In order to realize an ideal con 
stant temperature circuit, it is preferable for the D.C. 
differential gain to be as great as possible. 
FIG. 4 illustrates the frequency characteristics 42 of 

the differential amplifier circuit, wherein a flat fre 
quency characteristic indicates the resonant frequency 
(shown as A) of the smoothing circuit. Reference nu 
meral 43 represents the open loop characteristics of the 
differential amplifier 7. Reference numeral 45 shown in 
FIG. 5 represents the frequency characteristics of the 
sensor output, which corresponds to a small flow 
change when the average flow Q is constant. 
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A case where no phase delay compensation circuit as 

in FIG. 3 is provided will now be considered. Charac 
teristics 45 shown in FIG. 5 has its peak value in the 
vicinity of the resonant frequency. This is caused due to 
the resonant frequency of the smoothing circuit, and 
due to the excessively large differential gain of the dif 
ferential amplifier circuit at the resonant frequency 
whose phase delay exceeds 180 degrees. This peak in 
creases in proportion to the increase in the average 
flow, and increases in accordance with the increase in 
the D.C. differential gain, causing the status to become 
unstable. Therefore, an ideal constant temperature cir 
cuit cannot be realized because the D.C. differential 
gain cannot be provided with a sufficiently great value. 
In addition, since a resonant frequency response is real 
ized in proportion to the increase in the flow, the region 
of the flow capable of being measured becomes nar 
rower, causing the maximum flow capable of being 
measured to be limited to substantially 50 g/sec. Since 
this flow is a third of the maximum quantity of air which 
can be taken in with a natural suction type 2000 cc 
engine, the overall flow region can not be covered. 
On the other hand, when the phase delay compensa 

tion circuit is provided, the frequency characteristics of 
the AC differential gain of the differential amplifier 
circuit becomes frequency response characteristics as 
represented by the reference numeral 44 shown in FIG. 
4, this characteristics displaying high D.C. differential 
gain but displaying low high-frequency gain. Therefore, 
the frequency response characteristics of the sensor 
with respect to the small flow change becomes as repre 
sented by reference numeral 46 shown in FIG. 5. There 
fore, the frequency characteristics having the most suit 
able damping characteristics can be obtained by lower 

5 ing the AC gain of the differential amplifier circuit. 
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As described above, the temperature sensing type 
flow sensor according to the present invention shown in 
FIG. 3 is arranged in such a manner that the phase delay 
compensation circuit which compensates the phase 
delay of the differential amplifier circuit is provided in 
this differential amplifier circuit which amplifies the 
output from the bridge circuit. Therefore, the differen 
tial amplifier circuit is arranged to compensate the 
phase delay so that the AC differential gain can be 
reduced with the direct current differential gain thereof 
maintained. The marginal gain at the resonant fre 
quency at which the delay is rapidly delayed in the 
smoothing circuit is increased so that the frequency 
response can be adjusted to display slightly damped 
characteristics. 

Next, a circuit for use in a switch controlling type 
temperature sensing flow sensor according to still an 
other embodiment of the present invention is schemati 
cally shown in FIG. 6. The flow sensor shown in FIG. 
6 is provided with a voltage-to-current converter 48 for 
outputting a current which is arranged to be in propor 
tion to the end-to-end voltage of the fixed resistor 6. 
The output from it is supplied between the resistors 31 
and 47. The fixed resistors 6 and 47 are arranged to be 
considerably small with respect to the fixed resistors 31 
and 32. The output current from the voltage-to-current 
converter 48 is arranged to be considerably small level 
with respect to that of the heating current which passes 
through the resistor 6, and is greater than the current 
which passes through the resistors 31 and 32. At this 
time, the output current from the voltage-to-current 
converter 48 is grounded via the resistors 47 and 6. 
Therefore, the D.C. gain of the differential amplifier 
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circuit is determined by the resistance value of the fixed 
resistors 31 and 32, while the D.C. unbalance voltage is 
determined by the output current from the voltage-to 
Current converter 48 and the fixed resistance 47. 

It is assumed that the voltage-to-current converter 48 
is not provided. In this case, for example, a constant 
current circuit 49 is assumed to be provided. The differ 
ential amplifier circuit, which is composed of the differ 
ential amplifier 33, the resistors 30 to 32, and the resistor 
47, amplifies the difference between the voltage of the 
D.C. unbalance power source formed by the constant 
current circuit 49 and the fixed resistor 47 and the out 
put from the bridge circuit. The D.C. unbalance voltage 
is applied to adjust the AC characteristics of the sensor. 
FIG. 7 illustrates the frequency characteristics of the 
sensor when the differential gain is at the constant level, 
and illustrates the frequency characteristics of the out 
put from the sensor with respect to a small flow change 
when the average flow Q is at the constant level 2 g/s 
in the case of FIG. 7(a), and 100 g/s in the case of FIG. 
7(b)}. As can be clearly seen from this figure, the larger 
flow Q becomes, the narrower the frequency band be 
comes. In the case where the quantity of the flow is 
small as shown in FIG. 7(a), the peak of the flow ap 
pears in the vicinity of the resonant frequency of the 
smoothing circuit, and this peak becomes larger as the 
D.C. unbalance voltage AE becomes larger. On the 
other hand, in a case where average flow Q is large as 
shown in FIG. 7(b), more resonant characteristics ap 
pear as the D.C. unbalance voltage AE becomes 
smaller. Therefore, if AE is made smaller in order to 
prevent the system from becoming resonant in a small 
flow region, the system becomes resonant in the large 
flow region so that the maximum flow region capable of 
being measured is limited to substantially 50 g/sec. 
Consequently, it cannot cover, as the sensor, the overall 
flow region. 

Therefore, as the flow becomes, the frequency re 
sponse becomes larger excessively resonant. In addi 
tion, since the relationship between the D.C. unbalance 
voltage and the frequency characteristics is different 
depending upon whether the flow is large or small, the 
region which can be measured is narrowed. 
To this end, the temperature sensing type flow sensor 

shown in FIG. 6 is provided with means for increasing 
the D.C. unbalance voltage to be applied to the differ 
ential amplifier circuit in proportion to increases in the 
intake air flow. As a result, the occurrence of resonance 
can be prevented in the overall flow region. 
A case where the voltage-to-current converter 48 is 

provided as shown in FIG. 6 will be considered. As 
described above, the D.C. unbalance voltage is deter 
mined by an output current from the voltage-to-current 
converter 48 and the stationary resistor 47. Therefore, 
since the D.C. unbalance voltage is in proportion to the 
heating current, it becomes smaller in the small flow 
region, while the same becomes larger in proportion to 
the increase in the flow. Therefore, the peak shown in 
FIG. 7 can be prevented from being generated so that 
the most suitable frequency response can be obtained in 
the overall flow region. 

In the above-described embodiment shown in FIG. 6, 
although the end-to-end voltage of the resistor 6 is se 
lected as the input voltage to be supplied to the voltage 
to-current converter 48, a voltage displaying monotoni 
cally increasing characteristic, for example, the voltage 
at the junction between the temperature sensing ele 
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ments 2 and 3, is able to produce a similar effect. Since 

10 
the temperature sensing type flow sensor according to 
this embodiment is arranged in such a manner that the 
D.C. unbalance voltage which affects the frequency 
response of the sensor is arranged to be changed in 
accordance with the flow, a most suitable frequency 
responsiveness can be obtained throughout the flow 
region, and the flow region which can be measured is 
enlarged. 

Next, a circuit used for a switching control type tem 
perature sensing type flow sensor according to still 
another embodiment of the present invention is sche 
matically shown in FIG. 8. Similarly to the above 
described embodiment, the wheatstone bridge circuit is 
composed of the temperature sensing elements 2 and 3, 
and the fixed resistors 4 to 6, and the unbalance voltage 
of this bridge is amplified by inputting the voltages at 
the junction between the fixed resistor -6 and the tem 
perature sensing element 2 and the junction between the 
fixed resistors 4 and 5 to the differential amplifier 7. A 
control pulse generating circuit is formed by the chop 
ping wave generator 60 and a comparator 61. The out 
put from the differential amplifier 7 is converted into a 
pulse signal having a time ratio in proportion to this 
output of this circuit. As a result, the switching transis 
tor 12 is controlled to be switched on or off via the 
transistor 11. The current from the D.C. power source 
41 is intermitted by the switching transistor 12, and then 
it is made continuous by a smoothing circuit and the 
diode 13, this smoothing circuit being constituted by the 
inductor 14 and the condenser 15, so that a current is 
supplied to the bridge circuit. The resistances are re 
spectively determined in order to make the bridge bal 
ance when the temperature of the temperature sensing 
element 2 is higher than that of the intake air by a prede 
termined degree. In addition, with the feedback circuit 
composed as described above, a constant temperature 
circuit can be realized. 

Next, an operation of the above-described switching 
control type temperature sensing type flow sensor will 
be described. Assuming that the air flow in the intake 
pipe 1 has been increased, the temperature of the tem 
perature sensing element 2 for heating is lowered, and 
the resistance is reduced. In accordance with this fact, 
the potential at the junction between the temperature 
sensing element 2 and the fixed resistance 6 is lowered, 
while the output voltage from the differential amplifier 
7 is increased. In addition, the time ratio of the digital 
output from the comparator 61 is changed, and the time 
in which the voltage is kept high is lengthened. The 
time at which the switching transistor 12 is switched on 
is lengthened via the transistor 11 used for controlling 
the base, and the heating current to be supplied to the 
bridge circuit via the smoothing circuit is increased, as 
a result of which the temperature of the temperature 
sensing element 2 for heating is prevented from being 
lowered. Consequently, the temperature of the temper 
ature sensing element 2 for heating can be kept constant. 
The time ratio of the transistor 11 at this time becomes 
as follows: 

TON (11) 

I (R - Rs) 
V (12) 

wherein TON represents time in which the transistor 11 
is switched on, T represents on-off cycle, I represents 
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heating current, Vi represents the voltage of the D.C. 
power source, Rh represents resistance of the tempera 
ture sensing element 2 for heating, and R5 represents 
resistance of the stationary resistor 6. 
On the other hand, the relationship between the heat 

ing current I and air flow Q becomes as follows: 
P=A--BVO (13) 

wherein A and B represent constants. Therefore, time 
ratio D becomes as follows: 

D = (, ...N. No 
Vi 

(14) 

Since Rh and R6 are constants, time constant D is a 
function of Q provided that the power source voltage 
Vi is not changed. Therefore, the flow Q can be ob 
tained by measuring the time where the comparator 
pulse output is turned on and the time where the same is 
turned off. In addition, a benefit can be obtained that no 
interface with the microprocessor is needed since the 
output signal from the sensor, that is, the output from 
the comparator 61, is in digital form. The level shift 
circuit 62 is provided for the purpose of shifting the 
end-to-end voltage of the fixed resistor 6 so as to make 
the voltage closer to zero when the flow is zero. The 
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thus-level shifted voltage is connected to the input of 30 
the comparator 63 together with the output from the 
chopping wave generator 60 at which the same is con 
verted into a digital signal. Output Vs from the level 
shift circuit 62 is given from equation (13) as follows: 

Ré. ... - Wr 

wherein Vf represents a shift voltage. In this state, as 
suming that the minimum value of the chopping wave 
voltage from the chopping wave generator 60 is Vl, the 
maximum value of the same is Vh, one duty cycle of the 
output signal from the comparator 63 is T, and time 

(15) 

V. 

35 

period where the voltage is high is Th, time ratio Ds of 45 
the output signal form the comparator 63 becomes as 
follows: 

(16) Th 
D = -- 

V - V't 
T V - Vl 

The output from the chopping wave generator 60 does 
not depend upon the power source voltage, and output 
Vs from the level shift circuit 62 and the end-to-end 
voltage of the stationary resistor 6 relates to intake air 
flow Q, but does not relate to the power source voltage. 
Therefore, the time ratio Ds of the digital output from 
the comparator 63 becomes a function of only the flow 
Q as shown in equation (16), and does not depend upon 
the power source voltage. Therefore, the flow Q in the 
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intake pipe 1 can be obtained by measuring the digital 
output from the comparator 63. 

It is assumed that the level shift circuit 62 and the 
comparator 63 are not provided. In this case, as can be 
clearly seen from equation (14), since the relationship 
between the time ratio D and flow Q is changed in 
accordance with the change of the power source volt 
age Vi, the change of the power source voltage V ap 
pears as it is in the form of an error upon the flow. For 
example, when the power source voltage Vi is changed 
by 1%, approximately 4% error in the measured flow 
occurs. In general, since the battery voltage of an auto 
mobile can vary between 8 V and 16 V, the power 
source voltage needs to be measured for the purpose of 
correcting the same. However, an analog-digital con 
verter is needed to measure the power source voltage, 
causing for the merit obtained by employing the digital 
output to be lost. 
On the other hand, when the level shift circuit 62 and 

the comparator 63 are both provided, the output repre 
senting the flow is obtained by converting the analog 
voltage which corresponds to the heating current into a 
digital signal as an alternative to using the output signal 
from the control pulse generating circuit which de 
pends upon the power source voltage. Therefore, flows 
can be accurately measured without any affect from 
changes in the power source voltage. Therefore, it is 
not necessary to correct the power source voltage after 
detecting it. In addition, since the above-described ef. 
fect can be obtained by additionally providing a simple 
circuit, costs can be reduced with respect to the case 
where the analog-digital converter is employed. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A temperature sensing type flow sensor compris 

ing: 
temperature sensing elements disposed in intake air 
and having a resistance which changes with tem 
perature; 

a bridge circuit composed of said temperature sensing 
elements and fixed resistors; 

a chopping wave generator for generating chopping 
waves; 

a comparator to which an output voltage of said 
bridge circuit and the output from Said chopping 
wave generator are input and for generating digital 
outputs having a time ratio which is a function of 
an intake air flow; 

a control pulse generating circuit to which the output 
from said chopping wave generator and the output 
voltages from said bridge circuit are input, and for 
generating a pulse having a time ratio which corre 
sponds to said output from said bridge circuit; 

an intermittent control circuit disposed between an 
electric source and said bridge circuit and for con 
trolling a time period in which current is con 
ducted in accordance with the time ratio of said 
pulses generated in said control pulse generating 
circuit; and 

a smoothing circuit for making the noncontinuous 
output from said intermittent control circuit con 
tinuous as supplied to said bridge circuit. 
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