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(54) METHODS OF INSTALLING A LID ONTO A SPRAY GUN RECEPTACLE

(57) The present invention relates to a spray gun cup
lid comprising a lid body (360) comprising a liquid outlet
(310); and a flange (371) positioned at an outer periphery
of the lid body (360), the flange (371) comprising a lid
connection structure (370); the lid connection structure
comprising a flange tab (372) comprising a lid engage-
ment member (374), wherein the lid engagement mem-

ber (374) comprises a lid camming surface (376), where-
in the lid body (360) comprises an inner lid body surface
(361) and wherein the lid camming surface (376) faces
generally toward the inner lid body surface (361), wherein
the flange (371) comprises a flange opening (380) divid-
ing two flange tabs (372).
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] Liquid spray guns are commonly used to spray
coatings such as stains, primers, paints, sealers and the
like onto surfaces. It is known to provide a liquid spray
gun with a paint cup that contains the liquid to be sprayed.
There is a need for improved paint cups, components
thereof, and methods for using the same.

SUMMARY

[0002] It has been observed that paint cups and their
components have a tendency to become coated in paint
when used in their typical environments (e.g., in the mix-
ing room of an automotive collision repair shop). This
coating of paint can present practical difficulties for the
painter. For example, even though a paint cup may be
transparent when purchased (in order to permit viewing
of the contents of the cup), viewing the contents is even-
tually made difficult or impossible due to the build-up of
dried paint. In particular, in order to facilitate mixing of
the correct measurements of components of the paint or
other substances, transparent paint cup systems often
include a mix ratio gauge that is visible from the exterior
of the cup. The mix ratio gauge may be a separate insert,
or it may be displayed on the paint cup itself. To combat
the buildup of paint and maintain visibility of the mix ratio
gauge, a painter is required to either use solvent to clean
the paint cup, or purchase a new one. If the painter is
then forced to purchase a new cup to replace the con-
taminated one, a significant amount of plastic material
may need to be discarded, and the cost of a new cup
may be significant.
[0003] The present disclosure relates to improved
spray gun cups, spray gun cup receptacles, and methods
of using the same. In certain embodiments, less material
can be used to manufacture the spray gun cup recepta-
cle, thereby leading to a spray gun cup that is cheaper
to manufacture, is lighter in use, and creates less waste
upon disposal. Spray gun cup receptacles according to
the present disclosure can also permit increased visibility
of the contents of the spray gun cup through their side-
wall, due to the provision of apertures therein. This can
be particularly beneficial during paint mixing, when the
painter may wish to view the levels of the various liquids
added to the spray gun cup to ensure the proper volumes
and/or ratios of components are used. Because the ap-
ertures cannot become coated with paint, the contents
of the spray gun cup can continue to be easily viewed
even if the remainder of the sidewalls become coated
with paint.
[0004] Moreover, due to the nature and placement of
a brace member in the sidewall of the spray gun cup
receptacle, the brace member leaves a sufficient portion
of the apertures non-occluded, such that the contents of
the spray gun cup are visible at every height at from at

least one viewing direction. In other words, if a painter
wishes to ensure that the level of liquid in the spray gun
cup is at a certain height, wherein that height is blocked
from view by the brace member in one rotational position,
the painter need only rotate the spray gun cup - or view
the spray gun cup from another direction - until that height
becomes visible. In this way, the painter can determine
the precise liquid level of contents at any height, regard-
less of the opacity of the spray gun cup receptacle.
[0005] A spray gun cup receptacle according to some
embodiments of the present disclosure can provide
strength, rigidity, and structure during paint mixing. In
some embodiments, the spray gun cup receptacle is left
in place while spraying. In such embodiments, the spray
gun cup receptacle can also provide strength, rigidity,
and structure when connecting the spray gun cup to a
spray gun, and in the painting processes itself. These
benefits can be achieved while reducing the amount of
raw material required for manufacture (as compared to
a paint cup with a continuous wall).
[0006] In some embodiments, a spray gun cup may
include a liner that can be inserted into the spray gun cup
receptacle. In such cases, the spray gun cup receptacle
may serve as an outer support cup.
[0007] In some embodiments, a spray gun cup may
comprise a lid member that may optionally include an
integrated filter. An integrated filter can eliminate the
need for a separate filter by allowing a user to mix the
paint within the paint cup itself (i.e., there is no need to
transfer paint from another receptacle). Because the
number of transfer steps is reduced, the amount of paint
wasted is reduced. Examples of lid members and liners
suitable for use in some embodiments of the present dis-
closure can be found in PCT Publication WO
1998/032539 to Joseph et al. (alternatively US Publica-
tion US 2004/0256484 A1, the disclosure of which is
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety).
[0008] Spray gun cups and spray gun cup receptacles
according to the present disclosure can provide the nec-
essary structure to withstand all typical forces in the use
of the paint spray system. In the event that a portion of
the spray gun cup receptacle blocks a the view of a por-
tion of its contents, the receptacle, the liner, or the mix
ratio gauge (where provided) may be rotated or otherwise
adjusted to reveal any portion of the contents that was
previously concealed by the spray gun cup receptacle.
Visibility of the contents, while maintaining sufficient
strength, rigidity, and structure as required throughout
the mixing, connecting, and painting processes, are thus
ensured.
[0009] Spray gun cups, receptacles, lids, and liners ac-
cording to the present disclosure can further ease the
assembly, use, disassembly, and cleanup compared to
known systems. In some embodiments, the lid is able to
connect directly to the receptacle without the need of an
independent collar, and complementary connection fea-
tures are provided on the lid and receptacle to assist in
part alignment while at the same time speeding connec-
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tion and reducing mistakes.
[0010] Moreover, embodiments according to the
present disclosure can assist users in separating a liner
from a lid to which the liner is securely sealed. The fea-
tures disclosed herein can provide this functionality while
also reducing the likelihood of rupturing the liner and/or
causing paint spills.
[0011] Furthermore, some embodiments can provide
improved tactile feedback to a user who is gripping an
apertured receptacle to guide the user to avoid improp-
erly pinching or squeezing a liner that is filled with paint,
thus reducing the likelihood of costly spills.
[0012] Additional embodiments disclosed herein can
increase flexibility and reduce cost in manufacturing of
components (e.g., lids) for spray gun cups. For example,
lids disclosed herein can be assembled from modular
components, the benefits of which are more fully de-
scribed below.
[0013] The present disclosure includes, but is not lim-
ited to, the following exemplary embodiments:

Embodiment 1: A spray gun cup receptacle compris-
ing

an open end for receiving a liner within a cavity;
a base end opposite the open end, the base end
being positionable with respect to a work surface
W with the open end facing upwards such that
a base plane passing through the base end is
parallel to the work surface;
a sidewall surrounding the cavity and connect-
ing the open end to the base end, the sidewall
comprising two apertures through which the
cavity is visible from outside the spray gun cup
receptacle, the two apertures being divided one
above the other by a brace member, at least a
portion of which is disposed at a brace member
angle α relative to the base plane.

Embodiment 2: The spray gun cup receptacle of Em-
bodiment 1 wherein the brace member angle α is
sufficient to render the cavity visible through at least
one of the two apertures at any vertical position within
the cavity.
Embodiment 3: The spray gun cup receptacle of any
of Embodiments 1 or 2 wherein the brace member
defines a brace member trajectory T about the cavity,
the brace member trajectory comprising a non-cir-
cular ellipse.
Embodiment 4: The spray gun cup receptacle of any
of Embodiments 1-3 wherein the brace member an-
gle α is at least 2 degrees.
Embodiment 5: The spray gun cup receptacle of any
of Embodiments 1-4 wherein the brace member an-
gle α is less than or equal to 30 degrees.
Embodiment 6: The spray gun cup receptacle of any
of Embodiments 1-5 wherein the open end compris-
es receptacle connection structure to permit a lid

member to be secured to the open end.
Embodiment 7: The spray gun cup receptacle of any
of Embodiments 1-5 wherein the receptacle connec-
tion structure permits the lid member to be secured
by one of: a threaded connection, a helical wedge
connection, a snap-fit connection, a push-fit connec-
tion, a twist-lock connection, a clip connection, a
strap connection, or combinations thereof.
Embodiment 8: The spray gun cup receptacle of any
of Embodiments 1-7 wherein the sidewall comprises
one or more generally vertical support members in-
tersecting the brace member.
Embodiment 9: A spray gun cup comprising

a spray gun cup receptacle according to any of
Embodiments 1-8; and
a liner positioned in the cavity, the liner compris-
ing an open end corresponding to the open end
of the spray gun cup receptacle.

Embodiment 10: The spray gun cup of Embodiment
9 comprising volumetric indicia V position to be vis-
ible through the apertures and indicate a volume of
contents of the liner.
Embodiment 11: The spray gun cup of Embodiment
10 wherein the volumetric indicia are on the liner.
Embodiment 12: The spray gun cup of Embodiment
10 wherein the volumetric indicia are provided on an
insert positioned between the spray gun cup recep-
tacle and the liner.
Embodiment 13: The spray gun cup container of any
of Embodiments 9-12 comprising a lid member se-
cured to the open end of the spray gun cup recep-
tacle.
Embodiment 14: The spray gun cup container of Em-
bodiment 13 wherein the open end of the liner is
secured by interaction of the lid member and the
open end of the spray gun cup receptacle.
Embodiment 15: A method of using a spray gun cup
comprising

positioning a spray gun cup receptacle accord-
ing to any of Embodiments 1-8 on a work sur-
face;
inserting a liner into the open end of the spray
gun cup receptacle;
adding a liquid to the liner; and
viewing the level of the liquid through an aper-
ture in the sidewall of the spray gun cup recep-
tacle.

Embodiment 16: The method of Embodiment 15
comprising, prior to inserting the liner into the open
end of the spray gun cup receptacle, inserting an
insert comprising volumetric indicia into the open end
of the spray gun cup receptacle.
Embodiment 17: The method of Embodiment 16
comprising determining the volume of the liquid by
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viewing the volumetric indicia through the aperture.
Embodiment 18: The method according to any of
Embodiments 15-17 comprising adding additional
liquid to the liner, and viewing the level of the com-
bined liquids through an aperture in the sidewall of
the spray gun cup receptacle.
Embodiment 19: The method according to any of
Embodiments 15-18 comprising securing a lid to the
open end of the spray gun cup receptacle, the lid
comprising a liquid outlet.
Embodiment 20: The method of Embodiment 19
comprising attaching the liquid outlet to a spray gun.
Embodiment 21: The spray gun cup receptacle of
any of Embodiments 1-8 comprising a tactile feed-
back member positioned on the sidewall directly ad-
jacent an aperture.
Embodiment 22: The spray gun cup receptacle of
Embodiment 21 wherein the tactile feedback mem-
ber comprises a protrusion extending radially-out-
wardly from the sidewall.
Embodiment 23: The spray gun cup of any of Em-
bodiments 9-14 wherein the spray gun cup recepta-
cle comprises a tactile feedback member positioned
on the sidewall directly adjacent an aperture.
Embodiment 24: The spray gun cup of Embodiment
23 wherein the tactile feedback member comprises
a protrusion extending radially-outwardly from the
sidewall.
Embodiment 25: The method of any of Embodiments
15-20 comprising, after adding liquid to the liner, grip-
ping a sidewall of the spray gun cup receptacle com-
prising a tactile feedback member directly adjacent
the aperture; and using feedback from the tactile
feedback member to avoid gripping the liner through
the aperture.
Embodiment 26: A spray gun cup lid comprising

a lid body comprising a liquid outlet and an outlet
connection member;
a flange comprising a lid connection structure to
connect the lid to a compatible spray gun cup
receptacle, wherein the flange is constructed as
a separate part from the lid body and is retained
on the lid body by a flange retention feature.

Embodiment 27: The lid of Embodiment 26 wherein
the flange is permitted to rotate with respect to the
lid body.
Embodiment 28: The lid of Embodiment 27 wherein
the flange is permitted to rotate through a limited arc.
Embodiment 29: The lid of Embodiment 28 wherein
rotation of the flange is limited by a flange rotation
limiting feature.
Embodiment 30: The lid of Embodiment 29 wherein
the flange rotation limiting feature interacts with the
flange retention feature to limit rotation.
Embodiment 31: The lid of Embodiment 26 wherein
the flange is rotationally fixed with respect to the lid

body.
Embodiment 32: The lid of any of Embodiments
26-31 comprising a filter positioned to filter a liquid
before the liquid exits the liquid outlet.
Embodiment 33: The lid of any of Embodiments
26-32 wherein the lid body comprises an inner lid
body surface which is positioned to funnel paint to
the liquid outlet in use.
Embodiment 34: A spray gun cup lid comprising

a lid body comprising a liquid outlet; and
a flange positioned at an outer periphery of the
lid body, the flange comprising a lid connection
structure; the lid connection structure compris-
ing a flange tab comprising a lid engagement
member.

Embodiment 35: The lid of Embodiment 34 wherein
the lid engagement member comprises a lid cam-
ming surface.
Embodiment 36: The lid of Embodiment 35 wherein
the lid camming surface comprises one of an inclined
surface, a curved surface, a flat surface, or a com-
bination thereof.
Embodiment 37: The lid of any of Embodiments
35-36 wherein the lid body comprises an inner lid
body surface and wherein the lid camming surface
faces generally toward the inner lid body surface.
Embodiment 38: The lid of any of Embodiments
35-37 wherein the flange comprises an access win-
dow corresponding to the flange tab, the access win-
dow providing an opening to access the lid camming
surface.
Embodiment 39: The lid of any of Embodiments
34-38 wherein the flange comprises a flange opening
dividing two flange tabs.
Embodiment 40: The lid of Embodiment 39 wherein
the flange comprises at least three flange tabs and
at least three flange openings.
Embodiment 41: The lid of any of Embodiments
39-40 wherein the flange opening(s) permit clear-
ance for a release tab of a compatible liner.
Embodiment 42: The lid of any of Embodiments
39-41 comprising a flange bridging member con-
necting two flange tabs proximate a flange opening.
Embodiment 43: The lid of any of Embodiments
34-41 wherein the lid engagement member compris-
es an easy-start partial thread.
Embodiment 44: The lid of any of Embodiments
34-43 wherein the lid engagement member compris-
es a stop feature to prevent over-rotation of the lid
when connecting to a compatible spray gun cup re-
ceptacle.
Embodiment 45: The lid of Embodiment 34 wherein
the lid engagement member comprises a snap-fit
feature to permit the lid to snap onto a compatible
spray gun cup receptacle.
Embodiment 46: The lid of Embodiments 45 wherein
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the flange comprises an access window correspond-
ing to the flange tab, the access window providing
an opening to access the snap-fit feature.
Embodiment 47: The lid of any of Embodiments
34-44 wherein the flange is constructed as a sepa-
rate part from the lid body and is retained on the lid
body by a flange retention feature.
Embodiment 48: The lid of any of Embodiments
34-44 or 47 wherein the lid body comprises an outlet
connection member.
Embodiment 49: The lid of any of Embodiments
47-48 wherein the flange is permitted to rotate with
respect to the lid body.
Embodiment 50: The lid of Embodiment 49 wherein
the flange is permitted to rotate through a limited arc.
Embodiment 51: The lid of Embodiment 50 wherein
rotation of the flange is limited by a flange rotation
limiting feature.
Embodiment 52: The lid of Embodiment 51 wherein
the flange rotation limiting feature interacts with the
flange retention feature to limit rotation.
Embodiment 53: The lid of any of Embodiments
47-48 wherein the flange is rotationally fixed with re-
spect to the lid body.
Embodiment 54: The lid of any of Embodiments
34-53 comprising a filter positioned to filter a liquid
before the liquid exits the liquid outlet.
Embodiment 55: The lid of any of Embodiments
34-54 wherein the lid body comprises an inner lid
body surface which is positioned to funnel paint to
the liquid outlet in use.
Embodiment 56: A spray gun cup receptacle com-
prising

an open end surrounding a central axis;
a receptacle connection structure comprising a
receptacle engagement member comprising a
partial easy-start thread.

Embodiment 57: The spray gun cup receptacle of
Embodiment 56 wherein the receptacle connection
structure comprises at least two receptacle engage-
ment members separated by a space around the pe-
riphery of the open end.
Embodiment 58: The spray gun cup receptacle of
Embodiment 57 wherein the space is sized to permit
complete clearance of a lid engagement member of
a compatible lid when the lid is installed onto the
spray gun cup receptacle along the central axis with-
out relative rotation between the lid and the spray
gun cup receptacle.
Embodiment 59: The spray gun cup receptacle of
Embodiment 58 wherein at least one of the recepta-
cle engagement members comprises a stop feature
to prevent over-rotation of a compatible lid.
Embodiment 60: The spray gun cup receptacle of
any of Embodiments 58-59 wherein at least one of
the receptacle engagement members comprises a

forward portion that is positioned at a height along
the central axis to prevent reverse-rotation of a par-
tially-installed lid.
Embodiment 61: A spray gun cup comprising

a lid comprising
a lid body;
a flange at the periphery of the lid body and com-
prising at least two flange tabs separated by a
flange opening; and
a liner comprising a release tab, wherein the re-
lease tab fits within the flange opening when the
liner is assembled with the lid.

Embodiment 62: A spray gun cup comprising

a spray gun cup receptacle comprising a recep-
tacle connection structure; and
a lid according to any of Embodiments 26-55.

Embodiment 63: The spray gun cup of Embodiment
62 comprising a liner.
Embodiment 64: The spray gun cup of Embodiment
63 wherein the liner comprises a release tab.
Embodiment 65: A spray gun cup comprising

a spray gun cup receptacle according to any of
Embodiments 56-60; and
a lid comprising a lid engagement member com-
prising an easy-start partial thread.

Embodiment 66: The spray gun cup of Embodiment
65 wherein the lid engagement member comprises
a rear portion that is positioned at a height along the
central axis such that the rear portion contacts the
forward portion of the receptacle engagement mem-
ber to prevent reverse-rotation of the lid when it is
partially installed.
Embodiment 67: The spray gun cup of any of Em-
bodiments 65-66 comprising a liner.
Embodiment 68: The spray gun cup of Embodiment
67 wherein the liner comprises a release tab.
Embodiment 69: A spray gun cup comprising a spray
gun cup receptacle according to any of Embodi-
ments 56-60; and a lid according to any of Embodi-
ments 26-55.
Embodiment 70: The spray gun cup of Embodiment
69 comprising a liner.
Embodiment 71: The spray gun cup of Embodiment
70 wherein the liner comprises a release tab.
Embodiment 72: A method of installing a lid onto a
spray gun cup receptacle comprising

inserting a liner comprising an open end into an
open end of a spray gun cup receptacle such
that the open end of the liner rests within the
open end of the spray gun cup receptacle, the
spray gun cup receptacle comprising a recepta-
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cle engagement structure;
positioning a lid over the open end of the spray
gun cup receptacle such that a lid connection
structure on the lid is rotationally aligned with
the receptacle connection structure;
pushing the lid along a central axis into the open
end of the liner to stretch the open end of the
liner radially-outwardly around a liner sealing
member on the lid; and
after pushing the lid into the liner, rotating the lid
connection structure to engage with the recep-
tacle connection structure to lock the lid and liner
in place against the spray gun cup receptacle.

Embodiment 73: The method of Embodiment 72
wherein the pushing step comprises pushing the lid
essentially into its final position in the liner prior to
rotating the lid connection structure.
Embodiment 74: The method of Embodiment 73
wherein the pushing step comprises pushing a lid
rim into contact with a liner rim.
Embodiment 75: The method of any of Embodiments
72-74 wherein the rotating step comprises engaging
a camming surface on the spray gun cup receptacle
with a lid camming surface to apply an attractive force
along the central axis tending to draw the lid toward
the spray gun cup receptacle.
Embodiment 76: The method of any of Embodiments
72-75 comprising, after rotating step, rotating the lid
connection structure in the opposite direction to dis-
engage the lid connection structure from the recep-
tacle connection structure; and
removing the liner from the lid.
Embodiment 77: The method of Embodiment 76
comprising, prior to removing the liner from the lid,
lifting the lid, together with the liner, from the spray
gun cup receptacle.
Embodiment 78: The method of any of Embodiments
76-77 wherein removing the liner from the lid com-
prises gripping a release tab on the liner to peel the
liner from the lid sealing member.
Embodiment 79: A method of installing a lid on a
spray gun cup receptacle comprising

positioning a lid onto an open end of a spray gun
cup receptacle, the lid comprising a lid body, a
flange, and a flange tab comprising a lid engage-
ment member;
installing the lid onto the spray gun cup recep-
tacle by engaging the lid engagement member
with a receptacle engagement member on the
spray gun cup receptacle;
lifting the flange tab to release the lid engage-
ment member from the receptacle engagement
member; and
lifting the lid from the spray gun cup receptacle.

Embodiment 80: The method of Embodiment 79

wherein the installing step comprises rotating the
flange with respect to the spray gun cup receptacle.
Embodiment 81: The method of Embodiment 79
wherein the installing step comprises axially trans-
lating the flange toward respect to the spray gun cup
receptacle without rotation.
Embodiment 82: The method of any of Embodiments
79-81 wherein lifting the flange tab and lifting the
liner from the spray gun cup receptacle does not re-
quire any rotation of the flange with respect to the
spray gun cup receptacle.
Embodiment 83: A spray gun cup lid comprising

a modular lid base; and
a modular liquid outlet that is formed independ-
ently of the modular lid base and is connected
at an interface to the modular lid base, the mod-
ular liquid outlet comprising an outlet connection
member to allow connection to a compatible
spray gun.

Embodiment 84: The lid of Embodiment 83 wherein
at least one of the modular lid base or the modular
liquid outlet comprises a sealing feature which cre-
ates a liquid-tight seal when the modular liquid outlet
is installed onto the modular lid base.
Embodiment 85: The lid of Embodiment 84 wherein
the sealing feature is located on a cylindrical protru-
sion depending from at least one of the modular lid
base or the modular liquid outlet.
Embodiment 86: The lid of any of Embodiments
84-85 wherein the sealing feature comprises at least
one radial sealing rib.
Embodiment 87: The lid of any of Embodiments
84-86 wherein the liquid outlet on the modular liquid
outlet comprises an interior surface, and wherein as-
sembly of the modular liquid outlet to the modular lid
base creates a liquid-tight seal on the interior sur-
face.
Embodiment 88: The lid of any of Embodiments
83-87 wherein at least one of the modular lid base
or the modular liquid outlet comprises an alignment
feature to rotationally position and retain the modular
lid base and the modular liquid outlet during assem-
bly.
Embodiment 89: The lid of any of Embodiments
83-88 wherein the modular liquid outlet is installed
onto the modular lid base by one of spin welding,
sonic welding, twist-locking, adhesives, threads, me-
chanical fasteners, deformed posts, or combinations
thereof.
Embodiment 90: The lid of any of Embodiments
83-89 wherein the modular liquid outlet is non-de-
structively removable from the modular lid base.
Embodiment 91: The lid of any of Embodiments
83-90 wherein the modular liquid outlet is construct-
ed from a different material than the modular lid base.
Embodiment 92: The lid of any of Embodiments
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83-91 wherein the modular liquid outlet is adapted
to alternatively connect to a paint source other than
a spray gun cup such that paint can be fed directly
to a spray gun via the modular liquid outlet.
Embodiment 93: A method of designing a spray gun
lid to fit a particular model of spray gun comprising

determining the paint inlet connection geometry
for a particular spray gun;
constructing a modular liquid outlet comprising
outlet connection geometry to fit the paint inlet
connection geometry on the spray gun; and
packaging the modular liquid outlet with a mod-
ular lid base, wherein the modular liquid outlet
is adapted to install onto the modular lid base to
for a lid to fit the spray gun.

Embodiment 94: The method of Embodiment 93
wherein the packaging step comprises installing the
modular liquid outlet to the modular lid base such
that no further assembly is required.
Embodiment 95: The method of Embodiment 93
wherein the packaging step comprises leaving the
modular liquid outlet and the modular lid base un-
assembled for later assembly by a downstream cus-
tomer or end user.
Embodiment 96: The method of any of Embodiments
93-95 comprising designing a plurality of modular
liquid outlets that are installable onto a single mod-
ular lid base but fit a plurality of spray guns.
Embodiment 97: The method of Embodiment 96
comprising, prior to constructing the modular liquid
outlet, accepting a request from a customer to pro-
vide a lid to fit the particular spray gun.
Embodiment 98: The method of any of Embodiments
93-97 comprising instructing a downstream custom-
er or user to install a modular liquid outlet for the
particular spray gun onto the modular lid base.
Embodiment 99: A method of using a spray gun lid
comprising installing a modular liquid outlet to a mod-
ular lid base to form a lid; and connecting the lid to
a spray gun.
Embodiment 100: The method of Embodiment 99
comprising, prior to installing the modular liquid out-
let to the modular lid base, choosing from at least
two different modular liquid outlets designed to fit
different spray guns and determining the correct
modular liquid outlet to install.
Embodiment 101: A spray gun lid kit comprising a
modular lid base and at least two modular liquid out-
lets.
Embodiment 102: The kit of Embodiment 101 where-
in the at least two modular liquid outlets comprise
different outlet connection members designed to fit
a paint inlet connection geometry on more than one
spray gun.
Embodiment 103: A spray gun lid kit comprising a
lid according to any of Embodiments 83-90 and at

least one additional modular liquid outlet.
Embodiment 104: The kit of Embodiment 103 where-
in at least two modular liquid outlets comprise differ-
ent outlet connection members designed to fit a paint
inlet connection geometry on more than one spray
gun.
Embodiment 105: A spray gun cup receptacle or
method comprising the use of a spray gun cup re-
ceptacle as described in any of Embodiments 56-60
and/or 65-82 wherein the spray gun cup receptacle
and/or method comprises the features of any of Em-
bodiments 1-25.
Embodiment 106: A spray gun cup receptacle com-
prising an open end for receiving a liner within a cav-
ity; a sidewall surrounding the cavity and connecting
the open end to the base end, the sidewall compris-
ing an aperture through which the cavity is visible
from outside the spray gun cup receptacle; and a
tactile feedback member positioned on the sidewall
directly adjacent the aperture.
Embodiment 107: The spray gun cup receptacle of
Embodiment 106 wherein the tactile feedback mem-
ber comprises a protrusion extending radially-out-
wardly from the sidewall.

[0014] These, as well as other aspects, advantages,
and alternatives, will become apparent to those of ordi-
nary skill in the art by reading the following detailed de-
scription, with reference, where appropriate, to the ac-
companying drawings.
[0015] It should be noted that, for simplicity, the term
"paint" is used throughout this specification, but it will be
understood that this does not limit the spray gun cup re-
ceptacle to use with paint and that the spray gun cup
receptacle is suitable for use with all liquids which are
suitable for use in a liquid spray gun system.
[0016] Additionally, it will be understood that terms
such as "top", "bottom", "upper", "lower", "under", "over",
"front", "back", "outward", "inward", "up", "down", "first",
and "second", which may be used in this disclosure, are
used in their relative sense only, unless otherwise noted.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017]

FIG. 1A is an isometric view of an embodiment of a
spray gun cup receptacle according to the present
disclosure;
FIG. 1B is a side view of the embodiment of a spray
gun cup receptacle presented in FIG. 1A according
to the present disclosure;
FIG. 1C is a side view of the embodiment of a spray
gun cup receptacle including volumetric indicia ac-
cording to the present disclosure;
FIG. 1D is a cross-sectional view taken at 1D-1D of
FIG. 1C of a spray gun cup receptacle according to
the present disclosure;

11 12 



EP 4 268 972 A2

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

FIG. 2 is a side view of an embodiment of a spray
gun cup receptacle according to the present disclo-
sure;
FIG. 3 is a side view of an embodiment of a spray
gun cup receptacle according to the present disclo-
sure;
FIG. 4A is an isometric view of an embodiment of a
spray gun cup according to the present disclosure;
FIG. 4B is an isometric view of an embodiment of a
spray gun cup including volumetric indicia according
to the present disclosure;
FIG. 4C is an exploded isometric view of an embod-
iment of a spray gun cup including an insert com-
prising volumetric indicia according to the present
disclosure;
FIG. 4D is an exploded isometric view of an embod-
iment of a spray gun cup according to the present
disclosure;
FIG. 5A is an isometric view of an embodiment of a
spray gun cup according to the present disclosure;
FIG. 5B is an isometric view of an embodiment of a
spray gun cup including volumetric indicia according
to the present disclosure;
FIG. 5C is an exploded isometric view of an embod-
iment of a spray gun cup including an insert com-
prising volumetric indicia according to the present
disclosure;
FIG. 5D is an exploded isometric view of an embod-
iment of a spray gun cup according to the present
disclosure;
FIG. 6 is an isometric view of an embodiment of a
spray gun cup according to the present disclosure;
FIG. 7 is an exploded isometric view of the spray gun
cup of FIG. 6;
FIG. 8 is an exploded isometric view of an alternative
embodiment of the spray gun cup of FIG. 6 wherein
the liner is shown without removal features;
FIG. 9 is an isometric view of an embodiment of a
liner according to the present disclosure;
FIG. 9A is a top view of the liner of FIG. 9;
FIG. 10 is an isometric view of an embodiment of a
spray gun cup receptacle according to the present
disclosure;
FIG. 10A is a detailed front view of the spray gun
cup receptacle of FIG. 10 detailing a quick-start
thread feature;
FIG. 10B is a detailed cross-section view taken at
10B-10B of FIG. 10;
FIG. 11 is an isometric view of an embodiment of a
lid according to the present disclosure;
FIG. 11A is a front view of the lid of FIG. 11;
FIG. 11B is a top view of the lid of FIG. 11;
FIG. 11C is a cross-section view taken at c-c of FIG.
11B;
FIG. 11D is a cross-section view taken at d-d of FIG.
11B;
FIG. 11E is a bottom view of the lid of FIG. 11;
FIG. 12 is an isometric view of an embodiment of a

lid according to the present disclosure;
FIG. 12A is a front view of the lid of FIG. 12;
FIG. 13 is an isometric view of an embodiment of a
lid according to the present disclosure;
FIG. 13A is a front view of the lid of FIG. 13;
FIG. 14 is an isometric view of an embodiment of a
lid according to the present disclosure;
FIG. 14A is a top view of the lid of FIG. 14;
FIG. 15 is an isometric view of an embodiment of a
lid according to the present disclosure;
FIG. 15A is a top view of the lid of FIG. 15;
FIG. 15B is an exploded assembly view of the lid of
FIG. 15;
FIG. 16 is an isometric view of an embodiment of a
lid according to the present disclosure;
FIG. 16A is a top view of the lid of FIG. 16;
FIG. 16B is an exploded assembly view of the lid of
FIG. 16;
FIG. 16C is an isometric view of a lid as shown in
FIGS 16-16B additionally comprising a rotation lim-
iting featured;
FIG. 16D in as exploded assembly view of the lid of
FIG. 16C;
FIG. 17 is an isometric view of a lid comprising mod-
ular components according to the present disclo-
sure;
FIG. 17A is an exploded view of the lid of FIG. 17;
FIG. 18 is an isometric view of a lid comprising mod-
ular components according to the present disclo-
sure;
FIG. 18A is an exploded view of the lid of FIG. 18; and
FIG. 19 is an isometric view depicting a kit comprising
modular lid components as described herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0018] It should be noted that in the accompanying fig-
ures, some elements may be present in identical or equiv-
alent multiples; in such cases, only one or more repre-
sentative elements may be designated by a reference
number, but it will be understood that such reference
numbers apply to all such identical elements.
[0019] FIGS. 1A and 1B depict an exemplary embod-
iment of a spray gun cup receptacle 100 according to the
present disclosure. The spray gun cup receptacle 100
comprises an open end 110 providing access to an inte-
rior cavity 120. Opposite the open end 110 is a base end
130. As shown, the base end 130 comprises an essen-
tially flat configuration having optional feet 132 enabling
the base to be stably rested directly on a flat work surface
W (not shown in FIG. 1A). The number, shape, and place-
ment of the feet 132 may be varied as needed. In some
embodiments, the base end 130 is not itself flat, but can
be held at rest on a work surface as above with the as-
sistance of an additional structure (i.e., a holder or the
like).
[0020] Whether the base end 130 is flat or not, a base
end plane 134 can be drawn through the base end 130
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(while at rest and upright as indicated above) parallel to
the work surface W, as shown in FIG 1B.
[0021] In this embodiment, a sidewall 140 surrounds
the cavity 120 and connects the open end 110 to the
base end 130. The sidewall 140 comprises a series of
apertures 150 (at least two, but in this particular embod-
iment eight) that penetrate the sidewall 140 to permit the
contents of the cavity 120 to be viewed therethrough.
There is no requirement as to how much material is re-
quired to constitute a sidewall 140; it is to be understood
that a sidewall 140 exists so long as the open end 110
and the base end 130 are connected. As shown, the ap-
ertures 150 are divided by a brace member 160 and by
support members 166. Generally, the support members
166 provide support in the axial direction (along a central
axis 101, and orthogonal to the base end plane 134),
while the brace member 160 provides, inter alia, hoop
strength to the spray gun cup receptacle 100 at an inter-
mediate position between the open end 110 and the base
end 130. In the embodiment shown, there are four vertical
support members 166. However, it is envisioned that
there could be a different number of support members
166 (e.g., one, two, three, five, six, or seven or more),
and that the support members 166 could be non-vertical
or only generally vertical. By "generally vertical", it is
meant that an imaginary straight line drawn to represent
an average of the trajectory of a support member from
the base end 130 to the open end 110 is within +/- five
degrees of vertical. It should be understood that the term
"vertical" as used herein refers to the orientation of ge-
ometry assuming the spray gun cup receptacle 100 were
resting with a flat base end 130 resting on a level, flat
work surface.
[0022] In some embodiments, the sidewall 140 spray
gun cup receptacle 100 may be highly apertured, such
that relatively minimal support structure (e.g., brace
member 160(s) and/or support member(s)) are provided.
In such cases, it may be advantageous to construct the
spray cup receptacle (particularly the sidewall 140) from
a relatively strong material, such as a filled polyamide.
[0023] It can further be seen in the embodiment of
FIGS. 1A and 1B that the spray gun cup receptacle 100
comprises receptacle connection structure 170 proxi-
mate its open end 110. This receptacle connection struc-
ture 170 enables a separate lid member 300 (not shown
in FIGS. 1A-1D) to be secured to the spray gun cup re-
ceptacle 100. As shown, the receptacle connection struc-
ture 170 comprises threads. However, other connection
structures may be employed to provide a different con-
nection mechanism (e.g., a helical wedge connection, a
snap-fit connection, a push-fit connection, a twist-lock
connection, a clip connection, a latch connection, a
hinged connection, or combinations thereof).
[0024] Turning now to FIG. 1C, a spray gun cup recep-
tacle 100 similar to those shown in FIGS. 1A and 1B is
further provided with volumetric indicia "V." The volumet-
ric indicia provide the painter a way to determine the vol-
ume and /or ratio of liquid component(s) in the cavity 120.

The volumetric indicia may be provided as a separate
insert 600 (see, e.g., FIGS. 4C and 5C), imprinted or
otherwise disposed on a liner 200, or otherwise posi-
tioned between the spray gun cup receptacle 100 and
the cavity 120 where liquids may be contained.
[0025] As can be seen in FIGS. 1B and 1C, the brace
member 160 are disposed at a suitable brace member
160 angle α that permits the volumetric indicia to be
viewed at any height within the cavity 120. For example,
although as shown in FIG. 1C the "10 oz." indicia is hidden
behind the brace member 160, a simple rotation of the
volumetric indicia would enable it to be viewed (for ex-
ample, by rotating the volumetric indicia such that "12
oz." would appear in the lower right-hand aperture). Al-
ternatively, or in addition, the volumetric indicia may be
repeated such that an identical volume marking appears
in more than one location, wherein at least one of the
locations is not visually occluded by the brace member
160. In this way, the disposition of the brace member 160
can permit the volume of the contents to be accurately
determined at any liquid level.
[0026] In the exemplary embodiments of FIGS. 1A and
1B, the magnitude of the brace member 160 angle α is
about 7.5 degrees as referenced from the base end plane
134. In the embodiment of FIG. 1C, (in order to make the
below-described trajectory "T" more visually apparent)
the magnitude of the brace member 160 angle α is about
25 degrees as referenced from the base end plane 134.
However, the brace member 160 angle α (or "angles" in
the case of more complex shapes) may be chosen as
any angle greater than 0 degrees and less than 90 de-
grees (i.e., the brace member 160 is neither parallel nor
orthogonal to the base end plane 134) that both facilitates
the structural requirements of the spray gun cup recep-
tacle 100 and also provides visibility as described herein
at all levels of the cavity 120 through at least one aperture.
A brace member 160 should divide at least two apertures
150 such that the apertures 150 are positioned - at least
partially - vertically one over the other, and thus brace
member 160 angles α much less than 90 degrees (e.g.,
30 degrees or less) are expected for most spray gun cup
receptacle 100 sizes and geometries. As can be seen in
embodiments of the Figures, apertures 150 are divided
by brace members disposed at brace member 160 an-
gles α such that an upper aperture is positioned higher
than a lower aperture, thereby permitting visibility at all
liquid levels.
[0027] In some embodiments, multiple brace members
160 with different corresponding angles α1, α2, α3, etc.
may form more complex shapes (see, e.g., FIGS. 2 and
3). In some embodiments, the brace member 160 angle
α is at least about 2 degrees as referenced from the base
end plane 134. In some embodiments, the brace member
160 angle α is less than or equal to about 30 degrees as
referenced from the base end plane 134. In some em-
bodiments, the brace member 160 angle α is in a range
from about 2 degrees to about 30 degrees as referenced
from the base end plane 134, including, without limitation,
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4, 7, 11.5, 16, and 25 degrees, including any angle there-
in.
[0028] As shown in the embodiment of FIG. 1D, the
trajectory "T" followed by the brace member 160 as it
circumscribes the cavity 120 can be described as a non-
circular ellipse. As used herein, "non-circular ellipse"
means an ellipse whose eccentricity is not zero. In em-
bodiments where the sidewall 140 of the spray gun cup
receptacle 100 is generally cylindrical, the eccentricity
may be calculated as the sine of the brace member 160
angle α in degrees (i.e., eccentricity = SIN(α)). Generally,
for such embodiments, the eccentricity will increase as
the brace member 160 angle α increases, and vice-ver-
sa. In some embodiments, the eccentricity of the trajec-
tory "T" is at least 0.03. In some embodiments, the ec-
centricity of the trajectory "T" is less than or equal to 0.5.
In some embodiments, the eccentricity of the trajectory
"T" is in a range from about 0.03 to about 0.5.
[0029] It should be understood that the trajectory "T"
need not be strictly elliptical in order to fall within the
scope of the present disclosure. For example, the spray
gun cup receptacle 100 may be formed as generally cy-
lindrical, but with a slight draft angle (e.g., approximately
3 degrees) such that its profile increases from the base
end 130 to the open end 110, resulting in a trajectory "T"
along the brace member 160 angle α that is generally
elliptical, but in reality is slightly "egg-shaped."
[0030] In other embodiments, the brace member 160
may follow a differing trajectory or trajectories. For ex-
ample, FIGS. 2 and 3 depict alternative embodiments of
spray gun cup 500 receptacles comprising more than
one brace member 160 disposed in a manner different
from the embodiments of FIGS. 1A-1D. Alternatively, or
in combination, a brace member 160 could be provided
to follow a trajectory whose brace member 160 angle α
varies as its position about the sidewall 140 varies - e.g.,
a sinusoidal wave, a square wave, or a sawtooth pattern.
Such waves or patterns could be repeating or irregular.
Moreover, although the embodiments of spray gun cup
500 receptacles depicted herein all show a generally cir-
cular cross-section, this need not be the case. For ex-
ample, the cross-sectional shape of the spray gun cup
receptacle 100 at any given height may comprise a pol-
ygon such as a hexagon or octagon or any other shape
that permits the functional purposes set forth herein to
be realized. For example, in all cases the brace member
160 will be shaped and disposed to enable visibility of
the cavity 120 as described elsewhere herein.
[0031] FIG. 4A depicts a spray gun cup 500 comprising
a spray gun cup receptacle 100 as shown, for example,
in FIG. 1A. This embodiment includes a liner 200 posi-
tioned in the cavity 120 of the spray gun cup receptacle
100. The liner 200 has an open end 210 (see FIGS. 4C-
4D) corresponding to the open end 110 of the spray gun
cup receptacle 100. A lid member 300 is secured to the
spray gun cup receptacle 100, to the liner 200, or to both.
The lid member 300 can be secured in many ways. As
shown in FIGS. 4A-4D, an optional collar 400 (cf. FIGS.

5A-5D) captures the lid member 300 and the liner 200
between the collar 400 and the spray gun cup receptacle
100 via collar connection structure 470 - in this case
screw threads. Any of the receptacle connection struc-
tures 170 earlier described may be used in similar fashion
to permit an optional collar 400 to attach to the remainder
of the spray gun cup 500. In addition, or in the alternative,
the lid member 300 itself can be provided with lid con-
nection structure 370 to compliment the collar connection
structure 470. In such embodiments, for example, the
collar 400 can be configured to attach from below the lid
member 300 to capture the liner 200 between the lid
member 300 and the collar 400. In such embodiments
(and in other embodiments described herein) the spray
gun cup receptacle may remain with the spray gun cup
during spraying, or the lid, liner, and collar may be de-
tached or removed from the spray gun cup receptacle
100 as a unit during spraying (in which case the spray
gun cup receptacle 100 may be primarily used as a mixing
vessel only).
[0032] As shown, the lid member 300 comprises a liq-
uid outlet 310 and one or more outlet connection mem-
bers 320 to permit the lid 300 to be connected to the liquid
inlet of a spray gun. An outlet connection member 320
may be provided on, about, adjacent, or remote from, the
liquid outlet 310 so long as it facilitates secure, liquid-
tight connection to a spray gun. Optionally, the lid com-
prises a filter (not shown) to permit the liquid in the spray
gun cup to be filtered prior to spraying.
[0033] The liquid outlet 310 and/or outlet connection
member(s) 320 may be formed integrally with the remain-
der of the lid 300. Alternatively, these components may
be initially formed as a separate, modular part or assem-
bly comprising connection geometry to permit connection
to the remainder of the lid 300. Example of such a con-
figurations are depicted in FIGS. 17-18A, which each de-
pict exemplary lid 300 comprising a modular lid base 304
and a modular liquid outlet 330 connected thereto. FIG.
17A and 18A depict the assemblies of FIGS. 17 and 18,
respectively, in a disassembled state, while FIG. 19 de-
picts a modular lid base 304 as a kit provided with a plu-
rality of modular liquid outlets 330 configured to fit a va-
riety of spray guns (in this case the alternate spray guns
are labeled "B," "C," "D," "E," etc.). Such an approach
can be advantageous, for example, by allowing a single
lid/receptacle combination to connect to multiple spray
guns without the need for either (i) separate adapters; or
(ii) separate tooling to create custom lids for each gun.
Instead, a common modular lid base 304 can be manu-
factured in a single (likely larger) tool, while the smaller
modular liquid outlets 330 - which presumably would be
manufactured at a lower volume - can be manufactured
on smaller, less expensive tooling and equipment. With
this approach, changes in the connection geometry to a
particular spray gun, or the introduction of new spray
guns, can be accommodated without the need to modify
of the tooling for the modular lid base.
[0034] Examples of outlet connection members 320
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useful for lids 300 described herein (for example, in the
kits described in the preceding paragraph) include, for
example, those shown and described in US Application
No. 15/375,556 (3M Docket No. 78953US002 entitled
" Reservoir systems for hand-held spray guns and meth-
ods of use"), and in US Provisional Application Nos.
62/322,492, 62/279,619 and 62/279,537 (respective 3M
Docket Nos. 78171US002 entitled "Connector systems
for hand-held spray guns," 77498US002 entitled "Wide-
Mouthed Fluid Connector for Hand-Held Spray Guns,"
and 77499US002 entitled "Button-Lock Fluid Connector
for Hand-Held Spray Guns"), the disclosures of which
are hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety.
[0035] A modular liquid outlet 330 provided as above
could alternatively be attached or preassembled to the
end of a paint supply line or pouch etc. and in turn con-
nected to the spray gun pain t inlet. In this way, paint
could be directly to the spray gun without the need for
the modular lid base 304, the liner 200, or the spray gun
cup receptacle 100.
[0036] Constructing the lid 300 using a modular liquid
outlet 330 and a modular lid base 304 can provide a fur-
ther advantage or allowing more complex geometries to
be feasibly created than may otherwise be possible us-
ing, e.g., injection molding. For example, in a given lid
300, it may be impossible to form a particular geometry
in an injection molded part due to the locations of mold
parting lies and the necessary trajectory of slides re-
quired to form certain features. However, if the lid 300 is
split into modular components, tooling can be designed
to directly access surfaces of each modular component
that would not have been accessible on the one-piece
lid. Thus, further geometric complexity can be achieved.
[0037] Modular lid components may also be construct-
ed of different materials as desirable for the application.
For example, it may be desirable to use an engineering
plastic for the modular liquid outlet 330 (due the strength
and tolerances required for a secure and durable con-
nection to the spray gun), while lower cost polymers could
be used for the modular lid base 304.
[0038] A modular liquid outlet 330 could be secured to
the modular lid base 304 (or vice versa) in a variety of
ways. For example, spin welding, sonic welding, quarter
turn locking, other mechanical locking mechanisms,
glues/adhesives, threaded, other mechanical fasteners
i.e. screws, rivets and/or molded posts that are cold
formed/hot formed and mushroomed down to hold/retain
the component(s) in place and provide a suitable leak-
proof seal.
[0039] In the embodiment shown in FIGS 17-17A, the
modular liquid outlet 330 is located against and secured
to the modular lid base 304 with the aid of a sealing fea-
ture 306 and an alignment feature 309. In this case, the
sealing feature 306 is on the modular lid base 304 and
comprises a cylindrical protrusion 307 comprising a one
or a plurality of radial sealing ribs 308 adapted to interact
with an interior surface 311 of liquid outlet 310 to create
a liquid-tight seal upon assembly of the modular liquid

outlet 330 to the modular lid base 304. Likewise, the align-
ment features 309 assist to locate the two parts together
and also to resist relative rotation of the parts once as-
sembled. The two parts may be additionally secured by
an adhesive, welding, or the like after assembly, if de-
sired. Alternatively, the fit between the modular liquid out-
let 330 and the modular lid base 304 may be constructed
to be sufficiently secure without the aid of further fasten-
ers (e.g., by way of a friction fit, snap-fit, thread, or the
like). Sealing features 306 and/or alignment features 309,
where used, may be interchanged between the two parts
as appropriate.
[0040] In the embodiment shown in FIGS 18-18A, the
modular liquid outlet 330 is secured to the modular lid
base 304 by way of welding and/or an adhesive or the
like. In this case, the adhesive joint and/or weld joint act
to both retain and create a liquid-tight seal upon assembly
of the modular liquid outlet 330 to the modular lid base
304.
[0041] It should be understood that any of the lids 300
described herein and depicted throughout FIGS. 1-16B
could be constructed in a modular fashion and/or provid-
ed in kits as described in the preceding several para-
graphs and depicted in FIGS. 17-19.
[0042] FIG. 4B depicts an embodiment as in FIG. 4A
further including volumetric indicia V as described else-
where herein.
[0043] FIG. 4C depicts an exploded view of a spray
gun cup 500 including volumetric indicia provided on an
insert 600. As shown, it can be seen that the insert 600
may comprise a sheet that is deformable to the cavity of
the spray gun cup receptacle upon insertion. Alternative-
ly, an insert 600 could be provided as a pre-molded unit
that could drop into the spray gun cup receptacle 100
without deformation.
[0044] An insert 600, or the corresponding receiving
geometry of the spray gun cup receptacle 100, may be
constructed such that the insert 600 is registered in the
cavity and with respect to the apertures and thus gener-
ally fixed against rotation. In such an embodiment, the
insert 600 may be provided as described above with re-
peating volumetric indicia "V" such that each liquid level
is visible from at least one position about the spray gun
cup receptacle. In some embodiments, the insert 600
may be registerable in more than one location such that
the insert can be inserted and fixed in more than one
position.
[0045] FIG. 4D depicts an exploded view of a spray
gun cup 500 not including volumetric indicia V, but where-
in the contents of the cavity are nonetheless visible at all
fluid levels through at least one aperture as described
elsewhere herein. In order that the contents of a liner 200
- when provided - are visible, the liner is generally con-
structed from a transparent or translucent material.
[0046] FIG. 5A depicts a spray gun cup 500 different
from the one depicted in FIG. 4A in that no collar 400 is
used. Rather, the lid member 300 is adapted to be se-
cured without the need of a collar. The lid member 300,
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while otherwise configured as described above, may be
provided with lid connection structure 370 that may have
alternatively been provided on a collar 400. For example,
the lid member 300 may itself screw directly (via lid con-
nection structure 370) into - or on to, or both - the spray
gun cup receptacle 100. Alternatively (or in combination),
the lid member 300 could comprise lid connection struc-
ture 370 to compliment receptacle connection structure
170 as previously discussed with respect to FIG. 1A (e.g.,
a snap-fit connection, a push-fit connection, a twist-lock
connection, a clip connection, a latch connection, a
hinged connection, or combinations thereof).
[0047] FIG. 5B depicts an embodiment as in FIG. 5A
further including volumetric indicia V as described else-
where herein.
[0048] FIG. 5C depicts an exploded view of a spray
gun cup 500 including volumetric indicia provided on an
insert 600. As shown, it can be seen that the insert 600
may comprise a sheet that is deformable to the cavity of
the spray gun cup receptacle 100 upon insertion. Alter-
natively, an insert 600 could be provided as a pre-molded
unit that could drop into the spray gun cup receptacle
100 without deformation.
[0049] FIG. 5D depicts an exploded view of a spray
gun cup 500 not including volumetric indicia, but wherein
the contents of the cavity are nonetheless visible at all
fluid levels through at least one aperture as described
elsewhere herein. As shown in both FIGS. 5C and 5D,
the lid connection structure 370 comprises a snap-fit con-
nection with complimentary receptacle connection struc-
ture 170. In order that the contents of a liner 200 - when
provided - are visible, the liner is generally constructed
from a transparent or translucent material.
[0050] FIGS. 6 through 8 depict additional embodi-
ments of a spray gun cup 500 that, like the embodiments
of FIGS. 5A-5D, have a lid 300 connected directly to the
receptacle connection structure 170 without the need of
a separate collar 400. An exemplary liner for use with
such a spray gun cup 500 is shown in FIGS. 9-9A, while
an exemplary spray gun cup receptacle is shown in FIGS.
10-10A, and various exemplary embodiments of lids 300
are depicted in FIGS. 11-16B.
[0051] In the embodiment depicted in FIG. 6, the spray
gun cup receptacle 100 comprises one or more apertures
150. Although such apertures 150 could be provided in
the manner described above (i.e., intersected by one or
more brace members), no brace members are shown
here. Adjacent the aperture(s), there are provided one
or more tactile feedback members 152 that are proud of
the outer wall 104 of the spray gun cup receptacle 100.
Alternatively, a tactile feedback member 152 may be pro-
vided as a recess in the outer wall 104, or, e.g., as a
texture on the outer wall 104. The tactile feedback mem-
ber(s) allow a user to know, without looking at the spray
gun cup 500, that they are gripping an area adjacent an
aperture, such that they can properly locate their hand(s)
and avoid inadvertently applying excess pressure (such
as by squeezing) to the liner 200 through the aperture(s).

It has been found that squeezing the liner 200 when it is
filled with paint can cause spilling of paint (by forcing
paint upward an out of the open end 210 of the liner 200
or accidental disconnection of the lid 300 from the liner
200 through excess deformation of the open end 210 of
the liner 200.
[0052] While the exemplary spray gun cup receptacles
shown in FIGS. 6-16B comprise a different configuration
of aperture as compared to FIGS. 1-5D, it should be un-
derstood that any of the lids 300 and spray gun cup re-
ceptacles 100 described herein could be used with one
another provided any necessary modifications are made
to the respective receptacle, lid, and/or optional collar
connection structures (170, 370, 470, respectively).
[0053] FIGS. 11-16B depict various exemplary embod-
iments of lids useful with spray gun cup 500 receptacles
described herein. As can be seen in, e.g., FIGS. 11A and
11C, the lid 300 may comprise one or more liner sealing
members 340. A liner sealing member 340, when pro-
vided, functions as follows: a liner 200 is inserted into the
open end 110 of a spray gun cup receptacle 100; paint
is added through the open end 110 of the liner 200; a lid
300 it positioned in the open end 110 of the liner 200 (and
receptacle); the lid 300 is secured to the receptacle in a
direction along the central axis 101 such that the open
end 110 of the liner 200 is stretched radially over the liner
sealing member 340 and finally into full sealing engage-
ment. A liner sealing member 340 may comprise one or
more radially-outwardly protruding features, such as
those shown in FIGS. 11-11E and 15-19. A liner sealing
member may additionally (or alternatively) comprise a
chamfered or otherwise tapered surface, such as those
shown in FIGS. 12-14A.
[0054] The lid 300 may further comprise a liner seal
catch 342, an example of which is most clearly depicted
in FIGS. 12-13A. A liner seal catch 342 can enhance liner
retention on the lid 340 and, some embodiments can as-
sist in providing tactile and/or audible reassurance to the
end user that the lid 300 is securely seated in the liner
200 by permitting a "snapping" action as discussed in
more detail elsewhere in this specification. A liner seal
catch 342 is particularly suited for use in conjunction with
a chamfered or otherwise tapered liner sealing member
340 as described above because such a tapered surface
may lack other features that could assist in resisting
against the liner 200 being pulled away from the lid (e.g.,
the radially-outwardly protruding features shown with the
liner sealing member 340 in FIGS. 11-11E and 15-19).
However, a liner seal catch 342 may be employed as
additional support even in those constructions.
[0055] Although the entire spray gun cup 500 (or only
the lid 300 and liner 200) may be discarded after use,
users may wish to remove the liner 200 from the lid 300
either to add additional paint or to replace the lid 300 with
a fresh one (e.g., when a filter 301 in the lid 300 has
become clogged or when paint has dried thereon). How-
ever, it has been found that, because the liner is stretched
to fully seal over the liner sealing member 340, a liner
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200 can be difficult to remove from the lid 300 without
damaging the liner 200 or spilling paint. Therefore, the
liner 200 may be provided with one or more release tabs
204 that facilitate easy removal of the liner 200 from the
lid 300 after assembly. These release tabs 204 are de-
picted in greater detail in FIGS. 7, 9, and 9A. FIG. 8 de-
picts an embodiment wherein the liner 200 optionally
does not comprise release tabs 204.
[0056] The lid 300 may comprise a lid body 360 and
be provided with a flange 371 about its periphery. In the
depicted embodiments, the flange 371 carries at least a
portion of the lid connection structure 370, and in partic-
ular the lid engagement member(s) 372. In some em-
bodiments, one or more flange openings 380 are provid-
ed such that the flange 371 is interrupted about its pe-
riphery. The flange opening(s) 380 can allow clearance
for the release tab(s) 204 on the liner 200 to extend from
the spray gun cup 500 for convenient gripping and lifting
of the liner 200. As shown, the flange opening(s) 380
penetrate the lid connection structure 370. Accordingly,
adjacent the annular interruption(s) 304 are flange tabs
372 upon which are provided lid engagement members
374 to interact with complementary features on the re-
ceptacle connection structure 170. In some embodi-
ments (see, e.g., FIGS. 12-13A) the presence of flange
openings 380 can allow access for tooling (for example,
injection molding tooling) to form a liner seal catch 342).
[0057] In the embodiment shown, the receptacle en-
gagement member(s) 172 and lid engagement mem-
ber(s) 372 comprise an easy-start partial thread whereby
the lid 300 is easily aligned and attached to the receptacle
100 with a partial turn. A receptacle engagement member
174 comprising an easy-start partial thread is shown in
greater detail in FIGS. 10 and 10A. As shown, the recep-
tacle engagement member 174 comprises a camming
surface 176 facing away from the open end 110 of the
spray gun cup receptacle 100. The camming surface 176
may be linearly inclined, as shown, or may be flat (not
inclined), curved, or may comprise any combination of
inclined, flat, and/or curved portions. If entirely flat, an
inclined or curved surface portion may be provided on
the complementary lid camming surface 376 (described
in greater detail elsewhere) such that a camming action
is facilitated when the parts interact. Regardless of the
particular configuration of the camming surface 176, it is
adapted interact with complementary structure on the lid
300 to permit the lid 300 to be securely attached to the
spray gun cup receptacle 100 such that the liner 200 is
retained in sealing relation between the lid 300 and the
receptacle.
[0058] It should be understood that, although features
176 and 376 are referred to as "camming surfaces," it is
not strictly necessary for a camming action (which should
be understood herein as including an application of force
along the central axis) to occur during interaction. Rather,
in some embodiments (see, e.g., the particular twist-lock
embodiment described below), the respective lid and re-
ceptacle engagement members (374, 174), which may

carry camming surfaces (376, 176) need not apply axial
forces during installation and/or removal.
[0059] As shown, the receptacle engagement member
174 is additionally equipped with a stop feature 178 that
prevents over-rotation of the lid 300 during installation
and provides the user an indication that the lid 300 has
been fully installed onto the spray gun cup receptacle
(see, e.g., FIGS. 10-10A). A stop feature 178, when op-
tionally provided, may be formed as a continuation of the
camming surface 176 (as shown), or may be spaced from
the camming surface 176. It has been found that the pres-
ence of a stop feature 178 can be especially beneficial
on disposable (e.g., plastic) parts where over-rotation
can cause deformation of engaging features and ulti-
mately lead to potential failure of the connection.
[0060] In one embodiment, the lid engagement mem-
bers 374 are adapted to align and cooperate with the
receptacle engagement members 174 such that the lid
300 (i) can be "snapped" into the liner 200; (i) will not
cross-thread; and (iii) will resist being rotated in the wrong
direction at the beginning of assembly of the lid to the
spray gun cup receptacle. To realize these benefits, a
series of design features are employed (while all features
are used together in the embodiments shown, they are
not intended to be disclosed as inextricably linked, as
each can provide benefits without the need of the oth-
er(s)).
[0061] One feature comprises spaces between adja-
cent receptacle engagement members 174 that permit a
lid engagement member 374 to pass fully through until
the lid is essentially fully seated against the spray gun
cup receptacle (and/or liner 200) - although not yet fully
sealed and tightened - prior to engagement of camming
surfaces on either part. In this way, the lid can be
"snapped" onto the liner in one brief motion, as opposed
to, for example, advancing the two parts together grad-
ually as a thread is tightened. The "snapping" sensation
and/or sound derives from a combination of: (i) the liner
sealing member(s) 340 being quickly advanced into the
open end 210 of the liner 200 such that a portion of the
liner 200 rapidly stretches over the liner sealing member
340 and then relaxes; and (ii) the lid rim 312 accordingly
impacting the liner rim 212 / receptacle rim 112 as the lid
300 quickly drops into contact. This brief snapping sen-
sation can provide tactile and/or audible reassurance to
the end user that the lid 300 and liner 200 are securely
attached, although the lid has yet to be secured to the
spray gun cup receptacle 100.
[0062] In embodiments where in the lid can be essen-
tially fully seated in the liner 200 via a "snapping" action
as described above, it may not be necessary to provide
an additional camming action (e.g., by way of camming
surface 176 and lid camming surface 376). Rather, suf-
ficient retention of components may be achieved by a
non-camming twist-lock connection. In such an embod-
iment, the end user would (i) align the respective lid and
receptacle engagement members (374, 174); (ii) snap
the lid into the liner; and (iii) twist the lid to engage the
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lid engagement member 374 against the receptacle en-
gagement member 174 in a non-camming fashion, such
that the respective engagement members prevent the lid
from being pulled off the of the spray gun cup receptacle
along the central axis, but don’t necessary provide any
compression of the lid 300 against the spray gun cup
receptacle 100 or the liner rim 212.
[0063] Next, when the lid 300 is seated atop the spray
gun cup receptacle 100 and installed to the liner 200, as
described in the preceding paragraph, and before rota-
tion to engage the easy-start partial thread, a rear portion
379 of a lid engagement member 374 is located at a
vertical position along the central axis 101 that interferes
with a forward portion 179 of the adjacent receptacle en-
gagement member 174 such that the lid cannot be rotated
in the reverse direction. Instead, the end user need only
rotate the lid in the correct direction to finally lock the lid
and liner against the spray gun cup receptacle 100.
[0064] Thus, the lid is (i) easily rotationally aligned; (ii)
easily brought into the correct axial position against the
spray gun cup receptacle; (iii) snapped in place to give
reassurance of secure connection; (iv) prevented from
rotating in the wrong direction; and (v) easily rotated in
the correct direction without risk of cross-threading to en-
gage respective camming surfaces to fully seal and tight-
en.
[0065] Provision of the receptacle engagement mem-
ber(s) 172 as an easy-start partial thread as shown can
not only make installation of the lid faster, but it can pre-
vent possible cross-threading, reduce the number of ar-
eas where excess paint can collect and foul the assem-
bly, and ease cleanup.
[0066] As shown in FIG. 11, for example, the lid com-
prises four flange tabs 372 - one corresponding to each
receptacle engagement member 174. The flange tabs
372 may be provided as independent members protrud-
ing along the central axis 101 from a radially-outer pe-
riphery of the lid 300, as shown for example in FIGS.
11-12E and 15-16B. Alternatively, as shown in FIGS.
13-14A, flange tabs 372 may be connected by flange
bridging members 382. In either case, flange openings
380 may be provided in the area(s) between flange tabs
372. Flange openings 380 can permit clearance for, for
example, liner release tabs 204 as discussed elsewhere,
and may additionally provide access for the fingers of an
end user to assist in gripping the lid 300 for installation
and removal. Such additional gripping functionality may
be particularly desirable where end users may be likely
to be wearing gloves, and where the end user’s hands
(gloved or otherwise) may be slippery with wet paint.
[0067] In embodiments comprising a flange opening
380, an additional benefit may be realized in that an end
user can more easily lift or pry the flange tab 372 upwardly
if necessary to release the lid 300 from the spray gun
cup receptacle. Such prying would require significantly
greater force were the flange 371 not interrupted by
flange openings 380. Such lifting or prying may be ad-
vantageous in embodiments where the lid 300 is a snap-

fit or friction-fit onto the spray gun cup receptacle 100,
but may also be useful in removing a lid 300 that has
been threaded in place (for example, if a spill or excess
paint has dried in the assembly, making removal by turn-
ing difficult). It should be noted that such lifting or prying
functionality is likely best achieved without a bridging
member 382, it could be facilitated even with a bridging
member 382, so long as each flange tab 372 is never-
theless able to lift sufficiently independently of each other
flange tab 372.
[0068] In some embodiments (see, e.g., FIGS.
12-14A) one or more access windows 373 are provided
in the flange 371 corresponding to the lid engagement
member(s) 374. The access window(s) 373 can provide
access by slides in injection-molding tooling for formation
of features that would otherwise be underlying the flange
tabs 372 - for example, the lid camming surface(s) 376
on lid engagement member(s) 374. For example, as
shown in FIG. 14A, the lid camming surfaces 376 are
visible through the access windows 373 looking from the
top of the lid 300.
[0069] In some embodiments (see, e.g., FIGS.
11-14A), the flange 371 is formed integrally with the lid
300 (i.e., the lid body 360 and the flange 371 are integral).
In other embodiments (see, e.g., FIGS. 15-16B), the
flange 371 is initially formed independently of the lid body
360 and subsequently attached to form the competed lid
300. In such cases, the flange 371, after attachment to
the lid body 360, may be configured to rotate relative to
the lid body 360 (as in FIGS. 16-16B), or may be rota-
tionally fixed relative to the lid body 360 (as in FIGS.
15-15B). When configured to rotate relative to the lid body
360, interaction of the flange 371 and the lid body 360
can permit the lid body 360 to remain in fixed sealing
relation against the liner 200 and/or the spray gun cup
receptacle 100 while the flange 371 is rotated to cause
engagement of the lid connection structure 370 with the
receptacle connection structure 170. Such relative move-
ment can assist in both (i) providing a seal between the
lid and liner and/or spray gun cup receptacle, and (ii)
reducing the rotational force required to install the lid.
[0070] Where provided as a separate component, the
flange 371 may be retained on the lid 300 via one or more
flange retention features 378. Exemplary embodiments
comprising flange retention features 378 are shown in
FIGS. 15 -16B. In the embodiment shown in FIGS.
15-15B, the flange 371 is rotationally fixed relative to the
lid 300. In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 16-16B, the
flange 371 is permitted to rotate relative to the lid 300. In
some embodiments, rotation is permitted about a full
three-hundred-sixty degrees about the central axis 101,
while in others rotation may be limited to a partial turn
such as, for example, ninety degrees. Where rotation is
limited, a flange rotation limiting feature 377 may be pro-
vided on one or both of the lid body 360 and/or the flange
371 (see, e.g., FIGS. 16C and 16D. In this example,
flange rotation limiting features 377 are provided on the
flange 371 such that they will rotate through a predeter-
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mined arc until contact is made with a flange retention
feature 378 on the lid body 360.
[0071] A separate flange 371 may be assembled in
sealing relation with respect to the lid body 360, even if
the flange 371 can rotate relative to the lid body 360 (e.g.,
by providing a sealing gasket, etc.). However, this is typ-
ically not necessary since the lid body 360 carries a liner
sealing member (for example, on a skirt protruding from
beneath the lid body as shown in in figures) and further
comprises an inner lid body surface 361 that funnels paint
to the liquid outlet. In other words, the lid body 361 forms
a liquid conduit for the paint to flow from the liner into the
spray gun such that a separate flange 371 can be mov-
ably connected to the lid body without worry of creating
a leak path for paint.
[0072] In some embodiments, the liner 200 comprises
a liner rim 212 surrounding the liner open end 210 that
can provide additional sealing functionality when
clamped between the lid 300 and the spray gun cup re-
ceptacle 100. In such embodiments, the lid 300 may be
provided with a lid rim 312 and the spray gun cup recep-
tacle 100 with a receptacle rim 112 surrounding the open
end 110.
[0073] In such embodiments, it may be desirable that
the camming surface 176 - through interaction with a lid
camming surface 376 on lid engagement members 374
- enables a clamping force to be applied along the central
axis 101 when the lid 300 is attached to the spray gun
cup receptacle 100. In such cases, one or both or the
camming surface 176 and/or lid camming surface 376 is
provided with geometry to cause relative clamping mo-
tion of the lid 300 and the receptacle along the central
axis 101 during connection. In one embodiment, such
geometry may be provided - at least in part - by an inclined
or curved camming surface portion as described above
on either or both the camming surface 176 and/or lid cam-
ming surface 376.
[0074] It will be further appreciated that while various
aspects and embodiments have been disclosed herein,
other aspects and embodiments will be apparent to those
skilled in the art. The various aspects and embodiments
disclosed herein are for purposes of illustration and are
not intended to be limiting, with the true scope and spirit
being indicated by the following claims. Other embodi-
ments may be utilized, and other changes may be made,
without departing from the spirit or scope of the subject
matter presented herein. It will be readily understood that
aspects of the present disclosure, as generally described
herein and illustrated in the figures, can be arranged,
substituted, combined, separated, and designed in a
wide variety of different combinations, all of which are
contemplated herein.
[0075] The following aspects are preferred embodi-
ments of the invention:

1. A spray gun cup lid comprising

a lid body comprising a liquid outlet and an outlet

connection member;
a flange comprising a lid connection structure to
connect the lid to a compatible spray gun cup
receptacle, wherein the flange is constructed as
a separate part from the lid body and is retained
on the lid body by a flange retention feature.

2. The lid of aspect 1 wherein the flange is permitted
to rotate with respect to the lid body.

3. The lid of aspect 2 wherein the flange is permitted
to rotate through a limited arc.

4. The lid of aspect 3 wherein rotation of the flange
is limited by a flange rotation limiting feature.

5. The lid of aspect 4 wherein the flange rotation
limiting feature interacts with the flange retention fea-
ture to limit rotation.

6. The lid of aspect 1 wherein the flange is rotationally
fixed with respect to the lid body.

7. The lid of any of aspects 1-6 comprising a filter
positioned to filter a liquid before the liquid exits the
liquid outlet.

8. The lid of any of aspects 1-7 wherein the lid body
comprises an inner lid body surface which is posi-
tioned to funnel paint to the liquid outlet in use.

9. A spray gun cup lid comprising

a lid body comprising a liquid outlet; and
a flange positioned at an outer periphery of the
lid body, the flange comprising a lid connection
structure; the lid connection structure compris-
ing a flange tab comprising a lid engagement
member.

10. The lid of aspect 9 wherein the lid engagement
member comprises a lid camming surface.

11. The lid of aspect 10 wherein the lid camming
surface comprises one of an inclined surface, a
curved surface, a flat surface, or a combination
thereof.

12. The lid of any of aspects 10-11 wherein the lid
body comprises an inner lid body surface and where-
in the lid camming surface faces generally toward
the inner lid body surface.

13. The lid of any of aspects 10-12 wherein the flange
comprises an access window corresponding to the
flange tab, the access window providing an opening
to access the lid camming surface.
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14. The lid of any of aspects 9-13 wherein the flange
comprises a flange opening dividing two flange tabs.

15. The lid of aspect 14 wherein the flange comprises
at least three flange tabs and at least three flange
openings.

16. The lid of any of aspects 14-15 wherein the flange
opening(s) permit clearance for a release tab of a
compatible liner.

17. The lid of any of aspects 14-16 comprising a
flange bridging member connecting two flange tabs
proximate a flange opening.

18. The lid of any of aspects 9-16 wherein the lid
engagement member comprises an easy-start par-
tial thread.

19. The lid of any of aspects 9-18 wherein the lid
engagement member comprises a stop feature to
prevent over-rotation of the lid when connecting to
a compatible spray gun cup receptacle.

20. The lid of aspect 9 wherein the lid engagement
member comprises a snap-fit feature to permit the
lid to snap onto a compatible spray gun cup recep-
tacle.

21. The lid of aspect 20 wherein the flange comprises
an access window corresponding to the flange tab,
the access window providing an opening to access
the snap-fit feature.

22. The lid of any of aspects 9-19 wherein the flange
is constructed as a separate part from the lid body
and is retained on the lid body by a flange retention
feature.

23. The lid of any of aspects 9-19 or 22 wherein the
lid body comprises an outlet connection member.

24. The lid of any of aspects 22-23 wherein the flange
is permitted to rotate with respect to the lid body.

25. The lid of aspect 24 wherein the flange is per-
mitted to rotate through a limited arc.

26. The lid of aspect 25 wherein rotation of the flange
is limited by a flange rotation limiting feature.

27. The lid of aspect 26 wherein the flange rotation
limiting feature interacts with the flange retention fea-
ture to limit rotation.

28. The lid of any of aspects 22-23 wherein the flange
is rotationally fixed with respect to the lid body.

29. The lid of any of aspects 9-28 comprising a filter
positioned to filter a liquid before the liquid exits the
liquid outlet.

30. The lid of any of aspects 9-29 wherein the lid
body comprises an inner lid body surface which is
positioned to funnel paint to the liquid outlet in use.

31. A spray gun cup receptacle comprising

an open end surrounding a central axis;
a receptacle connection structure comprising a
receptacle engagement member comprising a
partial easy-start thread.

32. The spray gun cup receptacle of aspect 31
wherein the receptacle connection structure com-
prises at least two receptacle engagement members
separated by a space around the periphery of the
open end.

33. The spray gun cup receptacle of aspect 32
wherein the space is sized to permit complete clear-
ance of a lid engagement member of a compatible
lid when the lid is installed onto the spray gun cup
receptacle along the central axis without relative ro-
tation between the lid and the spray gun cup recep-
tacle.

34. The spray gun cup receptacle of aspect 33
wherein at least one of the receptacle engagement
members comprises a stop feature to prevent over-
rotation of a compatible lid.

35. The spray gun cup receptacle of any of aspects
33-34 wherein at least one of the receptacle engage-
ment members comprises a forward portion that is
positioned at a height along the central axis to pre-
vent reverse-rotation of a partially-installed lid.

36. A spray gun cup comprising

a lid comprising
a lid body;
a flange at the periphery of the lid body and com-
prising at least two flange tabs separated by a
flange opening; and
a liner comprising a release tab, wherein the re-
lease tab fits within the flange opening when the
liner is assembled with the lid.

37. A spray gun cup comprising

a spray gun cup receptacle comprising a recep-
tacle connection structure; and
a lid according to any of aspects 1-30.

38. The spray gun cup of aspect 37 comprising a
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liner.

39. The spray gun cup of aspect 38 wherein the liner
comprises a release tab.

40. A spray gun cup comprising

a spray gun cup receptacle according to any of
aspects 31-35; and
a lid comprising a lid engagement member com-
prising an easy-start partial thread.

41. The spray gun cup of aspect 40 wherein the lid
engagement member comprises a rear portion that
is positioned at a height along the central axis such
that the rear portion contacts the forward portion of
the receptacle engagement member to prevent re-
verse-rotation of the lid when it is partially installed.

42. The spray gun cup of any of aspects 40-41 com-
prising a liner.

43. The spray gun cup of aspect 42 wherein the liner
comprises a release tab.

44. A spray gun cup comprising a spray gun cup
receptacle according to any of claims 31-35; and a
lid according to any of aspects 1-30.

45. The spray gun cup of aspect 44 comprising a
liner.

46. The spray gun cup of aspect 45 wherein the liner
comprises a release tab.

47. A method of installing a lid onto a spray gun cup
receptacle comprising

inserting a liner comprising an open end into an
open end of a spray gun cup receptacle such
that the open end of the liner rests within the
open end of the spray gun cup receptacle, the
spray gun cup receptacle comprising a recepta-
cle engagement structure;
positioning a lid over the open end of the spray
gun cup receptacle such that a lid connection
structure on the lid is rotationally aligned with
the receptacle connection structure;
pushing the lid along a central axis into the open
end of the liner to stretch the open end of the
liner radially-outwardly around a liner sealing
member on the lid; and
after pushing the lid into the liner, rotating the lid
connection structure to engage with the recep-
tacle connection structure to lock the lid and liner
in place against the spray gun cup receptacle.

48. The method of aspect 47 wherein the pushing

step comprises pushing the lid essentially into its fi-
nal position in the liner prior to rotating the lid con-
nection structure.

49. The method of aspect 48 wherein the pushing
step comprises pushing a lid rim into contact with a
liner rim.

50. The method of any of aspects 47-49 wherein the
rotating step comprises engaging a camming sur-
face on the spray gun cup receptacle with a lid cam-
ming surface to apply an attractive force along the
central axis tending to draw the lid toward the spray
gun cup receptacle.

51. The method of any of aspects 47-50 comprising,
after rotating step, rotating the lid connection struc-
ture in the opposite direction to disengage the lid
connection structure from the receptacle connection
structure; and
removing the liner from the lid.

52. The method of aspect 51 comprising, prior to
removing the liner from the lid, lifting the lid, together
with the liner, from the spray gun cup receptacle.

53. The method of any of aspects 51-52 wherein
removing the liner from the lid comprises gripping a
release tab on the liner to peel the liner from the lid
sealing member.

54. A method of installing a lid on a spray gun cup
receptacle comprising

positioning a lid onto an open end of a spray gun
cup receptacle, the lid comprising a lid body, a
flange, and a flange tab comprising a lid engage-
ment member;
installing the lid onto the spray gun cup recep-
tacle by engaging the lid engagement member
with a receptacle engagement member on the
spray gun cup receptacle;
lifting the flange tab to release the lid engage-
ment member from the receptacle engagement
member; and
lifting the lid from the spray gun cup receptacle.

55. The method of aspect 54 wherein the installing
step comprises rotating the flange with respect to
the spray gun cup receptacle.

56. The method of aspect 54 wherein the installing
step comprises axially translating the flange toward
respect to the spray gun cup receptacle without ro-
tation.

57. The method of any of aspects 54-56 wherein
lifting the flange tab and lifting the liner from the spray

31 32 



EP 4 268 972 A2

18

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

gun cup receptacle does not require any rotation of
the flange with respect to the spray gun cup recep-
tacle.

Claims

1. A spray gun cup lid (300) comprising

a lid body (360) comprising a liquid outlet (310);
and
a flange (371) positioned at an outer periphery
of the lid body (360), the flange (371) comprising
a lid connection structure (370); the lid connec-
tion structure comprising a flange tab (372) com-
prising a lid engagement member (374),
wherein the lid engagement member (374) com-
prises a lid camming surface (376), wherein the
lid body (360) comprises an inner lid body sur-
face (361) and wherein the lid camming surface
(376) faces generally toward the inner lid body
surface (361),
wherein the flange (371) comprises a flange
opening (380) dividing two flange tabs (372).

2. The spray gun cup lid of claim 1, wherein the lid cam-
ming surface (376) comprises one of an inclined sur-
face, a curved surface, a flat surface, or a combina-
tion thereof.

3. The spray gun cup lid of any of claims 1 to 2, wherein
the flange (371) comprises an access window (373)
corresponding to the flange tab, the access window
providing an opening to access the lid camming sur-
face (376).

4. The spray gun cup lid of any of the preceding claims,
wherein the flange (371) comprises at least three
flange tabs (372) and at least three flange openings
(380).

5. The spray gun cup lid of any of the preceding claims,
wherein the flange opening or flange openings (380)
permit clearance for a release tab (204) of a com-
patible liner (200).

6. The spray gun cup lid of any of the preceding claims,
comprising a flange bridging member (382) connect-
ing two flange tabs (372) proximate a flange opening
(380).

7. The spray gun cup lid of any of the preceding claims,
wherein the lid engagement member (374) compris-
es an easy-start partial thread.

8. The spray gun cup lid of any of the preceding claims,
wherein the lid engagement member (374) compris-
es a stop feature to prevent over-rotation of the lid

(300) when connecting to a compatible spray gun
cup receptacle (100).

9. The spray gun cup lid of claim 1, wherein the lid en-
gagement member (374) comprises a snap-fit fea-
ture to permit the lid (300) to snap onto a compatible
spray gun cup receptacle (100),
preferably wherein the flange (371) comprises an
access window (373) corresponding to the flange
tab (372), the access window (373) providing an
opening to access the snap-fit feature.

10. The spray gun cup lid of any of the preceding claims,
wherein the flange (371) is constructed as a separate
part from the lid body (360) and is retained on the lid
body (360) by a flange retention feature (378).

11. The spray gun cup lid of any of claims 1 to 8 or 10,
wherein the lid body (360) comprises an outlet con-
nection member (320).

12. The spray gun cup lid of any of claims 10 to 11,
wherein the flange (371) is permitted to rotate with
respect to the lid body (360).

13. The spray gun cup lid of claim 12, wherein the flange
(371) is permitted to rotate through a limited arc.

14. The spray gun cup lid of claim 13, wherein rotation
of the flange (371) is limited by a flange rotation lim-
iting feature (377), preferably wherein the flange ro-
tation limiting feature interacts with the flange reten-
tion feature (378) to limit rotation.

15. The spray gun cup lid of any of claims 10 to 11,
wherein the flange (371) is rotationally fixed with re-
spect to the lid body (360).
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