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(57) ABSTRACT

The present disclosure relates to the field of electric power
system, and more particularly to a topology of a series-
connected MMC with a small number of modules, where the
topology is composed of a three-phase bridge circuit, half-
bridge valve strings, a three-phase filter inductor, and a
three-phase grid frequency transformer. The topology of a
series-connected MMC with a small number of modules in
the present disclosure needs only two half-bridge valve
strings, thus greatly reducing the number of the submodules
as compared with the conventional MMC structure. When
achieving the same high DC voltage output, the present
disclosure can improve the power density of the MMC,
realize stable three-phase AC output voltage, and further
achieve balance of capacitor voltages in the two half-bridge
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valve strings. Compared to the conventional MMC topology,
the topology in the present disclosure can reduce the number
of submodules by nearly %3, and has a greater AC-DC
voltage transfer ratio, thus reducing the cost of the MMC
converter, reducing the device size, and improving the
power density.
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1
TOPOLOGY OF SERIES-CONNECTED MMC
WITH A SMALL NUMBER OF MODULES

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to the field of electric power
system, and more particularly to a topology of a series-
connected MMC with a small number of modules.

BACKGROUND

In recent years, MMC converters have been widely used
in high-voltage DC transmission, AC-DC grid interconnec-
tion, and other scenarios, which can realize interconnection
and energy exchange between medium and low-voltage DC
and medium and high-voltage AC grids. However, with the
constant improvement of voltage level, limited by the with-
stand voltage level of current commercial semiconductor
devices, the existing MMC topology can only support the
AC/DC bus voltage by increasing the number of submod-
ules, resulting in increased cost and size, significantly
reduced power density, and decreased reliability of the
MMC system. Therefore, how to reduce the number of
MMC modules, reduce the size of the device, and increase
the power density by changing the topology of the MMC
converter without adding the withstand voltage require-
ments for switching devices and DC energy storage capaci-
tors is a problem in urgent need to be solved at present.

SUMMARY

In order to overcome the shortcomings in the prior
technology, the present disclosure aims to provide a topol-
ogy of a series-connected MMC with a small number of
modules, which can solve the problem that the MMC has a
huge number of modules, large volume, and low power
density.

The objective of the present disclosure can be achieved by
using the following technical solutions:

A topology of a series-connected MMC converter with a
small number of modules is provided, which is composed of
a three-phase bridge circuit, half-bridge valve strings, a
three-phase filter inductor, and a three-phase grid frequency
transformer;

the three-phase bridge circuit is formed by series connec-

tion of a phase-A bridge circuit, a phase-B bridge
circuit, and a phase-C bridge circuit, any of which is
formed by combination of a high-voltage DC capacitor,
a first high-voltage switch string, and a second high-
voltage switch string; and the first high-voltage switch
string and the second high-voltage switch string are
connected in series and then connected in parallel to the
high-voltage DC capacitor;

the half-bridge valve string is formed by series connection

of'a set of half-bridge submodules, full-bridge submod-
ules, or half-bridge/full-bridge hybrid submodules; and
the other terminals of the three-phase filter inductor are
respectively connected to primary winding terminals of
the three-phase grid frequency transformer, and sec-
ondary winding terminals of the three-phase grid fre-
quency transformer form a high-voltage AC port; and a
connection type of the three-phase grid frequency
transformer is one of Y/Y, A/Y, A/A, and Y/A structures.

Further, the bridge circuit of any phase is a three-level
structure.

Further, the lower terminal of the first high-voltage switch
string and the upper terminal of the second high-voltage
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2

switch string together form an AC output midpoint of a
bridge circuit of the corresponding phase; and the capacitor
positive terminal of the phase-A bridge circuit and the
capacitor negative terminal of the phase-C bridge circuit
form a high-voltage DC port.

Further, the high-voltage switch string in the bridge
circuit of each phase is composed of a set of series-
connected semiconductor switches or a set of series-con-
nected half-bridge modules, where any half-bridge module
consists of two semiconductor switches and one equalizing
capacitor.

Further, the AC output midpoint of the phase-A bridge
circuit is connected to the positive terminal of a half-bridge
valve string 1, and the negative terminal of the half-bridge
valve string 1 is connected to the phase-A filter inductor;

the AC output midpoint of the phase-C bridge circuit is

connected to the negative terminal of a half-bridge
valve string 2, and the positive terminal of the half-
bridge valve string 2 is connected to the phase-C filter
inductor; and

the AC output midpoint of the phase-B bridge circuit is

directly connected to the phase-B filter inductor.

Further, switches in the three-phase bridge circuit are all
controlled with duty ratio of 50%, and drive signals of first
and second switches in the bridge circuit of each phase are
opposite.

Further, in the phase-A bridge circuit, a first switch drive
signal vSA1 and a phase-A modulation wave vA are iden-
tical in phase;

in the phase-B bridge circuit, a first switch drive signal

vSB1 and a phase-B modulation wave vB are in-phase;
and

in the phase-C bridge circuit, a first switch drive signal

vSC1 and a phase-C modulation wave vC are in-phase.

Further, a modulation wave signal of the first half-bridge
valve string 1 connected to the midpoint of the phase-A
bridge circuit is (VSA1-vSB1)x(35xVM)/(NxVSM)—-(vA-
vB), where VM is the voltage across the high-voltage DC
port, N is the number of submodules in a half-bridge valve
string, and VSM is the capacitor voltage of the submodules
in the half-bridge valve string; and

a modulation wave signal of the second half-bridge valve

string 2 connected to the midpoint of the phase-C
bridge circuit is (VSB1-vSC1)x(¥5xVM)/(NxVSM)-
(vB-vC), where three-phase modulation waves VA, vB,
vC can be obtained by closed-loop control on the
capacitor voltages of the valve strings or control over
the AC-side voltages or currents.

The present disclosure has the following beneficial
effects:

1. The topology of a series-connected MMC converter
with a small number of modules in the present disclosure
needs only two half-bridge valve strings, thus greatly reduc-
ing the number of the submodules as compared with the
conventional MMC structure. When achieving the same
high DC voltage output, the present disclosure can improve
the power density of the MMC converter, realize stable
three-phase AC output voltage, and further achieve balance
of capacitor voltages in two half-bridge submodules.

2. Compared to the conventional MMC, the topology in
present disclosure can reduce the number of submodules by
nearly %3, and has a greater AC-DC voltage transfer ratio,
thus reducing the cost of the MMC, reducing the device size,
and improving the power density.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

To describe the technical solutions in the embodiments of
the present disclosure or in the prior art more clearly, the
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following briefly introduces the accompanying drawings
required for describing the embodiments or the prior art.
Apparently, the accompanying drawings in the following
description show merely some embodiments of the present
disclosure, and those of ordinary skill in the art may still
derive other drawings from these accompanying drawings
without creative efforts.

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a topology of a series-
connected MMC converter with a small number of modules
in the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of high-voltage switch
string driving waveforms and half-bridge valve string modu-
lation waveforms of the series-connected MMC converter
with a small number of modules in the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of working waveforms of
a high-voltage AC port in an inversion state of the series-
connected MMC converter with a small number of modules
in the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of three-phase submodule
voltage working waveforms in an inversion state of the
series-connected MMC converter with a small number of
modules in the present disclosure; and

FIG. 5 is a schematic topology diagram of another three-
level series-connected MMC converter with a small number
of modules in the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

The technical solutions in the embodiments of the present
disclosure will be clearly and completely described below
with reference to the accompanying drawings in the embodi-
ments of the present disclosure. Apparently, the described
embodiments are some rather than all the embodiments of
the present disclosure. Based on the embodiments of the
present disclosure, other embodiments acquired by those of
ordinary skill in the art without creative effort all belong to
the protection scope of the present disclosure.

A topology of a series-connected MMC converter with a
small number of modules, as shown in FIG. 1, is composed
of a three-phase bridge circuit, half-bridge valve strings, a
three-phase filter inductor, and a three-phase grid frequency
transformer.

The three-phase bridge circuit is formed by series con-
nection of a phase-A bridge circuit, a phase-B bridge circuit,
and a phase-C bridge circuit, any of which is formed by
combination of a high-voltage DC capacitor, a first high-
voltage switch string, and a second high-voltage switch
string. The first high-voltage switch string and the second
high-voltage switch string are connected in series and then
connected in parallel to the high-voltage DC capacitor. The
lower terminal of the first high-voltage switch string and the
upper terminal of the second high-voltage switch string
together form an AC output midpoint of a bridge circuit of
the corresponding phase; and the capacitor positive terminal
of the phase-A bridge circuit and the capacitor negative
terminal of the phase-C bridge circuit form a high-voltage
DC port.

The high-voltage switch string in the bridge circuit of
each phase may be composed of a set of series-connected
semiconductor switches or a set of series-connected half-
bridge modules, where any half-bridge module consists of
two semiconductor switches and one equalizing capacitor
with a small capacitance.

The half-bridge valve string is formed by series connec-
tion of a set of half-bridge submodules, full-bridge submod-
ules, or half-bridge/full-bridge hybrid submodules.
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The AC output midpoint of the phase-A bridge circuit is
connected to the positive terminal of a half-bridge valve
string 1, and the negative terminal of the half-bridge valve
string 1 is connected to the phase-A filter inductor.

The AC output midpoint of the phase-C bridge circuit is
connected to the negative terminal of a half-bridge valve
string 2, and the positive terminal of the half-bridge valve
string 2 is connected to the phase-C filter inductor.

The AC output midpoint of the phase-B bridge circuit is
directly connected to the phase-B filter inductor.

The other terminals of the three-phase filter inductor are
respectively connected to primary winding terminals of the
three-phase grid frequency transformer, and secondary
winding terminals of the three-phase grid frequency trans-
former form a high-voltage AC port. A connection manner
of' the three-phase grid frequency transformer may be one of
Y/Y, A7Y, A/A, and Y/A.

In a basic control method of the topology of a series-
connected MMC converter with a small number of modules,
switches in the three-phase bridge circuit are all controlled
at a duty ratio of 50%, and first and second switch drive
signals in the bridge circuit of each phase are opposite.

In the phase-A bridge circuit, a first switch drive signal
vSA1 and a phase-A modulation wave VA are identical in
phase; in the phase-B bridge circuit, a first switch drive
signal vSB1 and a phase-B modulation wave vB are iden-
tical in phase; and in the phase-C bridge circuit, a first switch
drive signal vSC1 and a phase-C modulation wave vC are
identical in phase.

A modulation wave signal of the first half-bridge valve
string 1 connected to the midpoint of the phase-A bridge
circuit is (VSA1-vSB1)x(%5xVM)/(NxVSM)-(vA-vB),
where VM is the voltage at the high-voltage DC port, N is
the number of submodules in a half-bridge valve string, and
VSM is the capacitor voltage of the submodules in the
half-bridge valve string.

A modulation wave signal of the second half-bridge valve
string 2 connected to the midpoint of the phase-C bridge
circuit is (vSB1-vSC1)x(¥5xVM)/(NxVSM)-(vB-vC),
where modulation waves VA, vB, vC of three phases can be
obtained by closed loop control on the capacitor voltage of
the valve string submodules or control over the AC-side
voltage or current.

FIG. 3 shows operation waveforms of the high-voltage
AC port of the series-connected MMC with a small number
of modules. As shown in FIG. 3, with the aforementioned
control method, stable three-phase AC port voltage can be
realized.

FIG. 4 shows working waveforms of submodule capacitor
voltages in the half-bridge valve strings of the series-
connected MMC with a small number of modules. As shown
in FIG. 4, capacitor voltages in two half-bridge valve strings
can be balanced.

FIG. 5 shows a topology of another three-level series-
connected MMC converter, where the three-phase bridge
circuit at the side of a high-voltage DC port is a three-level
structure, and switching devices with a relatively low with-
stand voltage may be used to support the high-voltage port.

Compared to the conventional MMC topology, the topol-
ogy provided by the present disclosure can reduce the
number of submodules by nearly 25, and has a greater
AC-DC voltage transfer ratio, thus reducing the cost of the
MMC converter, reducing the device size, and improving the
power density.

The above shows and describes the basic principles, main
features, and advantages of the present disclosure. Those
skilled in the art should understand that the present disclo-
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sure is not limited by the foregoing embodiments, and the
foregoing description in the embodiments and the specifi-
cation are merely for explaining the principle of the present
disclosure. Various changes and improvements may be made
to the present disclosure without departing from the spirit
and scope of the present disclosure, and these changes and
improvements all fall within the protection scope of the
present disclosure.

What is claimed is:

1. A topology of a series-connected MMC converter with
a small number of modules, wherein the topology is com-
posed of a three-phase bridge circuit, half-bridge valve
strings, a three-phase filter inductor, and a three-phase grid
frequency transformer;

the three-phase bridge circuit is formed by series connec-

tion of a phase-A bridge circuit, a phase-B bridge
circuit, and a phase-C bridge circuit, any of which is
formed by combination of a high-voltage DC capacitor,
a first high-voltage switch string, and a second high-
voltage switch string;

and the first high-voltage switch string and the second

high-voltage switch string are connected in series and
then connected in parallel to the high-voltage DC
capacitor;

the half-bridge valve string is formed by series connection

of'a set of half-bridge submodules, full-bridge submod-
ules, or half-bridge/full-bridge hybrid submodules; and
the other terminals of the three-phase filter inductor are
respectively connected to primary winding terminals of
the three-phase grid frequency transformer, and sec-
ondary winding terminals of the three-phase grid fre-
quency transformer form a high-voltage AC port; and a
connection manner of the three-phase grid frequency
transformer is one of Y/Y, A/Y, A/A, and Y/A structures.

2. The topology of a series-connected MMC converter
with a small number of modules according to claim 1,
wherein the bridge circuit of any phase is a three-level
structure.

3. The topology of a series-connected MMC converter
with a small number of modules according to claim 1,
wherein the lower terminal of the first high-voltage switch
string and the upper terminal of the second high-voltage
switch string together form an AC output midpoint of a
bridge circuit of the corresponding phase; and the capacitor
positive terminal of the phase-A bridge circuit and the
capacitor negative terminal of the phase-C bridge circuit
form a high-voltage DC port.

4. The topology of a series-connected MMC converter
with a small number of modules according to claim 1,
wherein the high-voltage switch string in the bridge circuit
of each phase is composed of a set of series-connected
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semiconductor switches or a set of series-connected half-
bridge modules, wherein any half-bridge module consists of
two semiconductor switches and one equalizing capacitor.

5. The topology of a series-connected MMC converter
with a small number of modules according to claim 1,
wherein the AC output midpoint of the phase-A bridge
circuit is connected to the positive terminal of a half-bridge
valve string 1, and the negative terminal of the half-bridge
valve string 1 is connected to the phase-A filter inductor;

the AC output midpoint of the phase-C bridge circuit is

connected to the negative terminal of a half-bridge
valve string 2, and the positive terminal of the half-
bridge valve string 2 is connected to the phase-C filter
inductor; and

the AC output midpoint of the phase-B bridge circuit is

directly connected to the phase-B filter inductor.

6. The topology of a series-connected MMC converter
with a small number of modules according to claim 1,
wherein switches in the three-phase bridge circuit are all
controlled with duty ratio of 50%, and drive signals of first
and second switches in the bridge circuit of each phase are
opposite.

7. The topology of a series-connected MMC converter
with a small number of modules according to claim 1,
wherein in the phase-A bridge circuit, a first switch drive
signal vSA1 and a phase-A modulation wave vA are iden-
tical in phase;

in the phase-B bridge circuit, a first switch drive signal

vSB1 and a phase-B modulation wave vB are identical
in phase; and

in the phase-C bridge circuit, a first switch drive signal

vSC1 and a phase-C modulation wave vC are identical
in phase.

8. The topology of a series-connected MMC converter
with a small number of modules according to claim 7,
wherein a modulation wave signal of the first half-bridge
valve string 1 connected to the midpoint of the phase-A
bridge circuit is (VSA1-vSB1)x(35xVM)/(NxVSM)—-(vA-
vB), VM being the voltage across the high-voltage DC port,
N being the number of submodules in a half-bridge valve
string, and VSM being the capacitor voltage of the submod-
ules in the half-bridge valve string; and

a modulation wave signal of the second half-bridge valve

string 2 connected to the midpoint of the phase-C
bridge circuit is (VSB1-vSC1)x(¥5xVM)/(NxVSM)-
(vB-vC), where three-phase modulation waves VA, vB,
vC can be obtained by closed-loop control on the
capacitor voltage of the valve strings or control over the
AC-side voltages or currents.
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