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include mechanisms to quickly secure the gift box 1id to the
gift box container.
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GIFT CONTAINER WITH DECORATIVE
DISPLAY ELEMENT INCLUDED THEREIN

[0001] This application is a continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 11/591,379 filed Nov. 1, 2006, which is
continuation in part of and claims priority from U.S. applica-
tion Ser. No. 11/232,696, filed Sep. 22, 2005, which claims
priority from U.S. Application No. 60/612,078 filed Sep. 22,
2004, which claims priority from U.S. Application No.
60/676,827 filed May 2, 2005, all incorporated herein by
reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Applicant’s invention relates to a gift box container.
More specifically, the present invention relates to a gift box
container wherein all of the decorative elements for the gift
box are incorporated within the gift box container.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Gift boxes are commonly used in connection with
gift presentation. Most boxes include a lid and a container and
may bear the logo or name of the vending establishment.
Typically, the gift giver selects a decorative gift wrap that is
placed around the box and then the wrapped box is decorated
with a ribbon, bow and the like. To achieve a neatly presented
gift wrapped package requires skill, discipline, and patience.
[0004] Furthermore, the task of wrapping a box typically
proves time consuming (selecting paper, sizing, cutting, fold-
ing and taping) and somewhat wasteful of resources (paper,
tape, etc.). In times of high volume gift purchasing, the pros-
pect of taking the purchases home to wrap them adds to the
stress of an already hectic shopping experience. To some
challenged gift givers, the combination is almost unbearable.
[0005] For the “gift-wrapping challenged,” the difficulty of
gift wrapping may be somewhat alleviated by a pre-formed
box. However, a pre-formed box of uniform dimensions still
requires wrapping which can provide a less desirable appear-
ance due to flaws in the wrapping technique. Therefore, the
provision of a preformed, rigid box does not mitigate the
challenge to the would-be gift wrapper.

[0006] Alternatives have appeared. For example, at peak
gift giving times, e.g., the holiday season, a gift purchaser
may turn for help to an available gift-wrap service. This act
itself, may prove to be a challenge as the gift giver must
contend with and negotiate long lines to avoid the gift wrap-
ping task.

[0007] Recently, to assist consumers, rigid set up boxes
incorporating coordinated designs corresponding to a desired
motif (children’s birthdays, Christmas, graduation, etc.) have
become available. Such boxes facilitate time savings; how-
ever, unless secured, the lid of such a box may be dislodged
from the underlying container to thereby expose the gift.
Consequently, decorative gift boxes are often tied with a
ribbon to secure the lid to the box container. Particularly in the
case of a highly decorative, specialty box, the gift giver may
forget to purchase a color-coordinated ribbon. Thus, even
with a decorative gift box, the user may use a non-matching
ribbon found in the user’s home.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] In accordance with the invention, a gift box con-
tainer is provided which incorporates a lid, a container, and a
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decorative element. The gift box may vary in dimensions and
shapes. The gift box may be assembled without the aid of
tools and without the need to resort to fastening materials
such as Scotch® brand tape. The gift box may be in the
general shape of a cube or may be in any geometric form
which may accommodate a gift. As delivered to the gift giver,
the 1id is in place on the container and the decorative element
may be disposed within the container.

[0009] In one embodiment, when the gift giver wishes to
wrap a gift, the gift giver removes the lid from the container
and removes the decorative element. The decorative element
is then inserted into the lid via an aperture in the lid and the
decorative element is secured to the lid via a securing mecha-
nism built into the interior side of the lid.

[0010] Once the gift is inserted into the container, the lid is
replaced. The decorative element is typically comprised of at
least two ribbons with tabs on the terminal ends thereof. Once
the lid is in place on the container, the ribbons are extended
downward along the side of the container and the tabs of the
ribbons are inserted into slots on the base of the container. By
this device, the lid is held securely onto the container and the
completed, wrapped look of the gift is achieved.

[0011] The recipient of the gift opens the gift by extracting
the ribbon tabs from the container slots and lifting the lid.
Because no part of the gift box or ribbons are destroyed in this
process, the gift box is reusable.

[0012] In another embodiment of the present invention, a
self-decorated gift box is provided wherein the gift box con-
tains a collapsible, pre-decorated lid inside a protected cov-
ered gift box. In this embodiment, the protective cover is
removed and the collapsible decorated lid is removed from
the container and disposed on the container to form a deco-
rated gift box. On some number of sides of the decorated lid
are ribbons with tabs on the distal ends thereof. Once the lid
is in place on the container, the ribbons are extended down-
ward along the side of the container and the tabs of the ribbons
are inserted into slots on the base of the container.

[0013] In another embodiment of the invention, the deco-
rative element consists of a decorative ribbon with a plurality
ribbons extending from the base to secure the lid to the con-
tainer. In other embodiments, the decorative element may
consist of bows, ribbons, ornaments (e.g., Christmas, Easter,
etc.), floral arrangements, fabric, toys, raffia, paper (e.g., tis-
sue, arts & craft paper, etc.), jewelry, beads, model figurines
(e.g., airplanes, cars, furniture, dolls, etc.), or any component
or item that may be used as part of a decorative design.
[0014] Inanother embodiment of the invention, a rigid gift
box is provided which incorporates a container, interchange-
able decorative elements, and a lid adapted to receive the
decorative elements. The decorative element is adapted to be
secured to the gift box lid; for example, with plastic or metal
latches adapted to engage the decorative element disposed
along the outer edges of the gift box lid aperture. However,
any standard means to attach on object to another, such as
snaps, Velcro, or the like, is within the contemplation of the
current invention. It is contemplated that the securing mecha-
nism of the decorative element be of relatively standard and
consistent size and placement across decorative elements
such that decorative elements may be interchangeable among
many sizes, shapes and styles of gift boxes. The decorative
element may further comprise ribbons with tabs at the termi-
nal ends thereof. Once the lid is in place on the container, the
ribbons are extended downward along the sides of the con-
tainer and the tabs of the ribbons are inserted into slots on the
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base of the container. By this device, the lid is held securing
onto the container, the securing mechanisms are hidden from
view, and the completed, wrapped look of the gift is achieved.
[0015] Inanother embodiment ofthe invention, a gift box is
provided which incorporates a container, interchangeable
decorative elements, and a lid further incorporating a shadow
box. The shadow box is adapted to receive the decorative
element. The decorative element may be adapted to be
secured to the gift box lid via the latching mechanism
described in the prior paragraph. In addition or in the alter-
native, the decorative element may comprise ribbons with
tabs at the terminal ends thereof. Once the lid is in place on the
container, the ribbons are extended downward along the sides
of the container and the tabs of the ribbons are inserted into
the slots on the base of the container. By this device, the lid is
held securely onto the container, the securing mechanisms are
hiding from view and the completed, wrapped look of the gift
is achieved. In addition, in embodiments lacking the latching
mechanisms, the tabbed ribbons also serve to secure the deco-
rative element to the gift box lid. In either case, the shadow
box provides additional lateral support.

[0016] In this embodiment, in addition to being stored
within the gift box, it is also contemplated that the decorative
element may also be comprised of fresh or dried flowers
mounted onto a base. The base is placed into the shadow box
and may be secured to the lid via the latching mechanisms or
ribbons as described in the prior paragraph.

[0017] Inanother embodiment of the shadow box gift box,
the decorative element may be stored entirely within the
shadow box. The decorative element of this embodiment is
collapsible or compressible such that it may be stored with the
shadow box portion of the container lid. The shadow box
opening is sealed such as with perforated paper or plastic.
When the gift giver wishes to present a gift, the perforation of
the sealed opening is breached and the decorative element is
pulled through the resultant aperture. The decorative element
may be comprised of ribbons with tabs on the distal ends
thereof. Once the lid is in place on the container and the
decorative element has been removed from the shadow box, if
the decorative element includes ribbons, the ribbons are
extended downward along the side of the container and the
tabs of the ribbons are inserted into the slots on the base of the
container. By this device, the lid is held securely onto the
container and the completed, wrapped look of the gift is
achieved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0018] FIG. 1is a perspective view of a an embodiment of
the present invention in its delivered configuration.

[0019] FIG.2is aperspective view of an embodiment of the
present invention in its deployed configuration.

[0020] FIG. 3a is an exploded view of an embodiment of
the present invention.

[0021] FIG. 35 is an exploded view of an embodiment of
the present invention.

[0022] FIG. 4 is a perspective view of one embodiment of
the present invention in its deployed configuration.

[0023] FIG. 5a is an exploded view of an embodiment of
the present invention.

[0024] FIG. 55 is an exploded view of an embodiment of
the present invention.

[0025] FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the underside of a
decorative element of one embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
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[0026] FIG. 7 is a section view of an embodiment of the
present invention.

[0027] FIG. 8 is a section view of an embodiment of the
present invention.

[0028] FIG. 9 is an exploded view of one embodiment of
the present invention.

[0029] FIG. 9a is a cutaway detailed view of the manner in
which base 32 may engage in a surface of lid.

[0030] FIG. 10 is acutaway perspective detailed view of the
manner in which tabs engage sleeve on the bottom or under-
side of the container.

[0031] FIG. 11 is a side elevational cross-sectional view of
Applicant’s novel gift box container incorporating the deco-
rative element therein.

[0032] FIG. 12 is a perspective view of Applicant’s novel
gift box container illustrating the manner in which the deco-
rative element may be secured to the lid and lid secured to the
container.

[0033] FIG. 13 is a side elevational cutaway view of the
manner in which the base may have, for securing a decorative
element thereto, a means to retain decorative element to the
lid.

[0034] FIG. 14 illustrates a manner in which Applicant’s
novel gift box container may be presented to a consumer for
sale with the lid turned upside down and cellophane or other
member used to hold the lid to the container box, showing the
decorative element contained therein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0035] Referring to the figures in which like referenced
features indicate corresponding elements throughout the sev-
eral views, attention is first directed to FIG. 1 which illustrates
afirstembodiment of the gift box container (10a) as delivered
to a consumer with the lid (12) disposed atop the container
(14). It is seen in this view that in this embodiment the lid (12)
substantially conforms to the dimensions of the container
(14). Although both the 1id (12) and the container (14) are
cylindrical in this embodiment, it is contemplated that each
may take any configuration capable of being formed into a
container. For example, square, rectangle, pentagon, octagon,
etc.

[0036] On the upper surface of the lid (12) is seen an aper-
ture (16). In this embodiment, the aperture (16) is removably
sealed by a membrane (18). In the preferred embodiment, the
membrane (18) is affixed to the lid (12) and is comprised of
paper or easily torn plastic material, each of which may be
perforated to allow easy access to the decorative element (20).
The membrane (18) provides a view of and secures a deco-
rative element (20) stored by compression within the shadow
box (24) of lid (12) (see FIG. 1). In alternate embodiments,
the membrane (18) may be opaque. An optional handle (15) is
shown attached to the gift box container (14). The handle (15)
may be composed of rope, string, ribbon, reed, or any other
appropriate material.

[0037] The decorative element (20) may be seen in FIG. 2
which illustrates a first embodiment of the gift box container
(10a) with the decorative element (20) removed from the lid
(12) and the gift box (10a) ready for delivery to a recipient.
The decorative element (20) may be secured to the base of a
shadow box (24) disposed within the 1id (12) to prevent acci-
dental removal of the decorative element (20), as by glue,
tape, staples or the like.

[0038] Referring now to FIGS. 3a and 36 which illustrate
exploded views of the first embodiment of the gift box con-
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tainer (10a). It is seen in these figures that the membrane (18)
may be affixed to the inner surface of the lid (12), FIG. 3a, or
to the outer surface of the lid (12), FIG. 35. In FIG. 3a is seen
a shadow box insert (22) which incorporates a shadow box
(24). The shadow box insert (22) is affixed to the inner surface
of'thelid (12) generally aligning the shadow box (24) with the
lid aperture (16). Alternatively, as seen in FIG. 35, the shadow
box (24) may be fashioned on to the lid (12). In either con-
figuration, the shadow box (24) stores the decorative element
(20) for delivery and secures the decorative element (20) to
the lid (12).

[0039] In this embodiment the decorative element (20) is
comprised of material, such as silk or lace ribbon or any other
appropriate material, which may easily collapse for storage
within the shadow box (24) but has the resiliency to rebound
to a fully formed decoration. In some embodiments, the deco-
rative element (20) may incorporate ribbons with lengths
generally of the height of the container (14) and tabs (28) at
the terminal ends thereof'to secure the 1id (12) to the container
(14). An example of such ribbons (26) may be seen in FIG. 4.
[0040] Referring now to FIG. 4 which illustrates another
embodiment of the gift box container (105). The gift box
container (105) as illustrated in FIG. 4 is shown in a generally
rectangular configuration, however, other configurations are
contemplated. In this figure it is seen a decorative element
(20) atop the 1id (12). As referenced in the prior paragraph,
ribbons (26) are shown drawn along the sides of (14). The
ribbons (26) may have rigid tabs (28) to engage the ribbons
with the container (14) or may engage their opposite member
at a meeting point along the bottom of the container (14).
[0041] Referring now to FIGS. 5a and 56 which illustrate
exploded views of the second embodiment of the gift box
container (105). In FIG. 5a is seen a shadow box insert (22)
which incorporates a shadow box (24). The shadow box insert
(22) is affixed to the inner surface of the lid (12) generally
aligning the shadow box (24) with the lid aperture (16). Alter-
natively, as seen in FIG. 35, the shadow box (24) may be
fashioned on to the lid (12). In either configuration, the
shadow box (24) is adapted to receive the decorative element
(20) secure the decorative element (20) laterally to the lid
12).

[0042] In the embodiments of FIGS. 5a through 9, the
decorative element (20) may be stored within the container
(14) for delivery to the consumer or, alternatively, may be
purchased separately from the gift box (105 and 10¢). By this
means, the decorative element (20) of the gift box (106 and
10¢) may be exchanged to alter the presentation.

[0043] It is contemplated that the decorative element (20)
may be comprised of live or dried flowers, artificial flowers,
bows, toys, jewelry, beads, or any other decorative item which
creates the appropriate mood for the gift-giving occasion.
Where the decorative element (20) is comprised of live flow-
ers, it is contemplated that base (32) of the decorative element
(20) will be comprised of a sponge, see FIG. 6, or other like
material which retains water, to ensure that the live flowers
stay fresh for an extended period of time. It is further con-
templated that the shadow box (24), may be comprised of a
water-proof material to ensure that the gift is not damaged by
water when the decorative element (20) is comprised of live
flowers.

[0044] At the terminal ends of the ribbons (26) may be tabs
(28). As seen in FIGS. 5a and 55, the tabs (28) are adapted to
be inserted into slots (30) when the decorative element (20) is
in place in the shadow box (24) of the 1id (12) and the 1id (12)
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is in place on the container (14). This tab/slot arrangement
may serve the dual purpose of securing the lid (12) and
decorative element (20) to the container (14) and providing a
finished looked to the ribbons (26). As shown, the slots (30)
are elongated slots within the side walls of the container (14),
or in the bottom wall of the container, for example, near the
side walls/bottom wall juncture.

[0045] While the slots may be actual elongated cut-outs or
voids in the side and/or bottom wall, dimensioned to receive
the rigid, typically tabular, tabs, the slots may also be defined
by sleeve (30a) as illustrated in FIG. 10. Sleeve (30qa) is
adapted to receive the tabular slot and may be created by using
durable paper or plastic attached flush to the bottom wall of
the container, with the leading edge at or near where the side
wall meets the bottom wall in a position adapted to receive the
tab, for example, midway between side wall edges as illus-
trated in FI1G. 4. While FIG. 10A shows the sleeve (30a) to be
spaced apart from the bottom wall, that is for illustration
purposes, as when the paper, plastic or other material defining
the sleeve is placed on the bottom wall of the container, the
container can sit on a flat surface without the sleeve being
easily visible. This achieved by using a thin, but durable,
paper or other material attached by conventional means (ad-
hesives or the like) along the bottom surface of the container
in the desired location and by using the tab (28) that is not too
thick. Therefore, sleeves or slots, they are typically located so
as not to detract from the conventional look of the gift box
container (see FIG. 10). The tabs are held by a friction fit in
the slots/sleeves.

[0046] As part of the ribbon and tab, slot or sleeve lid hold
down means is locating the tabs to a proper length of ribbon.
With the decorative element secured to the top of the lid,
slight tension is provided in the ribbon and the position of the
ribbon so tensioned, when held against the side walls as
against the slot or sleeve determines the proximal end of the
tab. In this manner, the tab will fully insert into the slot/sleeve
with the ribbon portion beginning at the mouth of the slot/
sleeve. Typically the end of the ribbon and the beginning of
the tab will meet at the lower edge of the container about
where the side wall meets the container bottom wall.

[0047] Referring now to FIG. 8, it is seen that other secur-
ing arrangements are contemplated such as providing elon-
gated slots within the base of the container (14). In one
alternative arrangement, the tabs (28a) are fashioned into
generally U-shaped hooks. In this arrangement, the elongated
slots (30a) are formed in the base (14a) of the container (14).
It is also contemplated that the decorative element (20) may
not include a ribbon. In this configuration, the decorative
element (20) may be secured to the lid (12) by means of
removable plastic snap rivets (34), Velcro® (not shown), or
some other attachment means which allows for secure attach-
ment but easy removal of the secured item.

[0048] Referring now to FIG. 9 in which it is seen another
embodiment of the gift box container (10¢). The gift box
container (10c¢) as illustrated in FIG. 9 is shown in a generally
rectangular configuration, however, other round, oval or con-
figurations are contemplated. In this figure is seen a decora-
tive element (20), a lid (12) with an aperture (16), and a
container (14). The decorative element (20) is fixedly
mounted upon a generally flat base (36). Although shown in
rectangular form, the base (32) of the decorative element (20)
will typically substantially conform to the general dimen-
sions of the aperture (16) but be sufficiently large such that the
base (36) may not pass through the aperture (16).
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[0049] As delivered to the consumer, the decorative ele-
ment (20) is disposed within the container (14) and the lid
(12) is in place over the open top of the container (14). To
prepare the gift for presentation, the user pulls the decorative
element (20) through the aperture (16), ensuring that the
ribbons (26) are also pulled through the aperture (16), until
the decorative element base (32) comes into contact with the
inner surface of the lid (12) (see FIG. 9a).

[0050] A plurality of securing elements (38) are disposed
around the perimeter of the aperture (16) along the inner
surface of the lid (12). It is expected that there will be at least
two securing elements (38). In the preferred embodiment, the
securing elements (38) are “L.-shaped” plastic tabs (see FIG.
9a), however, it is also contemplated that any means of secur-
ing one surface to another, such as magnetic fasteners, peel-
off adhesives, self-adhesive fasteners, foam clip fasteners,
hooks, screw posts, rubber bands, clamps, Velcro®, snaps,
tacks, prongs, buttons, glue (reusable or temporary, plastic,
gel, acrylic, etc.), picture-frame swivel lock fasteners, tape
(all types, mounting, magnetic, etc.), ties (all types; plastic,
fabric, metal, etc.), wire, slots, double-sided tape, clips, push
pins, rivets, bolts, or nuts.

[0051] Attheterminal ends ofthe ribbons (26) are seen tabs
(28). The tabs (28) are adapted to be inserted into slots (30)
when the decorative element (20) is mounted to the lid (12)
and the lid (12) is in place on the container (14). This tab/slot
arrangement serves the dual purpose of securing the lid (12)
and decorative element (20) to the container (14) and provid-
ing a finished looked to the ribbons (26). As shown, the slots
(30) may be elongated slots within the side walls of the
container (14).

[0052] FIG. 11 illustrates an embodiment when gift box
container (10) with lid (12) on container (14) contains a
decorative element (20) therein. The decorative element (20)
may include the ribbons and tabs to act in conjunction with
slots or sleeves as mentioned above as lid hold-down or
securing means, helping securing the lid to the container.
Decorative element (20), typically attached to a base (32)
thereof, may also include bendable wire elements or elastic
member with hooks (see FIG. 13), which will serve as lid
engagement means (40) to securely engage the decorative
element to the lid itself (see also FIGS. 12 and 13).

[0053] FIG. 14 illustrates another embodiment of Appli-
cant’s gift box container (10), which may include lid (12) with
decorative element (20) which may or may not include base
(32) attached to the upper surface of lid (12) (decorative
element may be fastened directly to lid, by glue or other
permanent means). In this embodiment when packaged and
sold to the consumer, 1id (12) is inverted so it is upside down
and decorative element (20) is within the walls of container
(14). Shrink wrap, clear cellophane or other retaining means
(42) known in the trade to retain the unit (i.e., lid to container)
together may be used. In other words, the gift box container
(10) includes cellophane or shrink wrap (42), with lid (12)
held upside down to be sold to consumer with decorative
element (20) within the walls, usually pre-attached to the top
surface of the lid (12). (or otherwise attachable by means
described herein). After the consumer purchases the gift box
container (10), he may remove the cellophane or other retain-
ing means (42), turn the lid right side up, attach the decorative
element (if not pre-attached), and a decorative element will be
displayed in its proper position. The securing tab may be
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inserted or other elements of the invention set forth above
may be used to secure the lid (12) to container (14). Note this
is quite easy for those consumers who find gift wrapping
difficult. Further, a label may be provided on the cellophane
wrap with an image of the bow enclosed in the container.

[0054] Although the invention has been described with ref-
erence to specific embodiments, this description is not meant
to be construed in a limited sense. Any particular reference to
a container shape or a securing mechanism is for illustrative
purposes only and is intended to encompass alternate shapes
and mechanisms. Various features disclosed in one embodi-
ment of the invention are intended to be included in other
embodiments where functional. Various modifications of the
disclosed embodiments, as well as alternative embodiments
of the inventions will become apparent to persons skilled in
the art upon the reference to the description of the invention.
It is, therefore, contemplated that the disclosure will cover
such modifications that fall within the scope of the invention.

1. A gift box system comprising:

a lid having a top wall;

a container having an open top, and walls including side
walls and a bottom wall wherein the lid is adapted to seat
onto the top of a container;

a decorative element dimensioned to fit within the con-
tainer; and

means to secure the lid to the container.

2. The gift box system of claim 1, further including means
to engage the decorative element to the lid.

3. The gift box system of claim 2, wherein the means to
secure the decorative element to the lid includes means to
removably secure the decorative element to the lid.

4. The gift box system of claim 3, wherein the means to
removably secure includes bendable wire or elastic members.

5. The gift box system of claim 1, wherein the decorative
element includes a multiplicity of ribbons and wherein the
means to secure the lid to the container includes, with tabs on
the removed ends of the ribbons, and further including the
container adapted to receive the tabs of the ribbons.

6. The gift box system of claim 5, wherein means to secure
the lid to the container includes a multiplicity of slots in the
walls of the container, the slots to receive the tabs therein.

7. The gift box system of claim 5, wherein means to secure
the lid to the container includes a multiplicity of sleeves to
receive the tabs therein.

8. The gift box system of claim 7, wherein the multiplicity
of sleeves includes at least two sleeves in the bottom wall of
the container.

9. The gift box system of claim 5, wherein the length of the
ribbon is determined by the distance from the decorative
element to the container bottom wall.

10. The gift box system of claim 5, wherein the tabs are
U-shaped hooks.

11. The gift box system of claim 10, wherein the container
includes slots for receipt of the U-shaped hooks.

12. The gift box system of claim 1, wherein the decorative
element includes a multiplicity of ribbons.

13. The gift box system of claim 5, wherein the lid is placed
upside down on the open top of the container and further
including means to hold the top to the container, with the lid
upside down on the open top of the container with the deco-
rative element within the container.
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