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AUTOMATIC GENERATION OF
INTEGRATED TEST PROCEDURES USING
SYSTEM TEST PROCEDURES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims benefit of priority to
European Patent Application No. 21382157.2, filed Feb. 24,
2021.

The present application is related to U.S. Pat. No. 11,055,
207 B2, titled Automatic Generation of Integration Tests
from Unit Tests, and assigned to the same assignee as the
present application.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to model-based develop-
ment of a vehicle or system and more particularly to
automatic generation of integrated test procedures using
system test procedures during model-based development of
a vehicle or system. During the Model-Based Development
(MBD) of a vehicle, such as an airplane, or other system
different systems of the vehicle or system are modelled as
separate model systems. The model systems integrated
together model the complete vehicle or system. System test
procedures are executed manually and multiple times during
system validation and verification for software and hardware
in loop testing. This is a time consuming, and therefore,
costly exercise. Additionally, integration testing of multiple
and connected systems occurs late in the MBD process
which leads to late discovery of integration issues and
results in costly system requirement changes.

SUMMARY

In accordance with an example, a method for automatic
generation of integrated test procedures using system test
procedures includes generating, by a processor circuit, a
system test case for each system model of a plurality of
system models. The method also includes automatically
generating, by the processor circuit, an integrated test har-
ness including a group of interacting system models of the
plurality of system models. An output signal from one or
more of the interacting system models is an input signal to
one or more other interacting system models. The method
also includes automatically generating, by the processor
circuit, an integrated test case using the system test case for
each system model in the integrated test harness. The
method additionally includes automatically running, by the
processor circuit, the integrated test case using an integrated
test procedure. The method further includes generating, by
the processor circuit, an integrated test procedure coverage
report in response to running the integrated test case.

In accordance with another example, a system for auto-
matic generation of integrated test procedures using system
test procedures includes a processor circuit and a memory
associated with the processor circuit. The memory includes
computer readable program instructions that, when executed
by the processor circuit cause the processor circuit to
perform a set of functions. The set of functions include
generating a system test case for each system model of a
plurality of system models. The set of functions also include
automatically generating an integrated test harness including
a group of interacting system models of the plurality of
system models. An output signal from one or more of the
interacting system models is an input signal to one or more
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other interacting system models. The set of functions also
include automatically generating an integrated test case
using the system test case for each system model in the
integrated test harness. The set of functions also include
automatically running the integrated test case using an
integrated test procedure. The set of functions further
include generating an integrated test procedure coverage
report in response to running the integrated test case.

In accordance with an example and any of the preceding
examples, the method and set of functions further include
analyzing a correlation between one or more inputs and one
or more outputs of the integrated test case to determine a
group of critical inputs. The group of critical inputs are the
inputs that are needed to affect each output of the integrated
test case.

In accordance with an example and any of the preceding
examples, the method and set of functions, wherein analyz-
ing the correlation between the inputs and outputs of the
integrated test case includes sorting the inputs and outputs
using a clustering algorithm to determine the group of
critical inputs.

In accordance with an example and any of the preceding
examples, the method and set of functions further include
automatically generating the integrated test procedure of the
integrated test case. The integrated test procedure includes a
combined subset of test steps of the system test cases which
include the critical inputs.

In accordance with an example and any of the preceding
examples, the method and set of functions further include
automatically removing one or more superfluous test steps
from the integrated test procedure to reduce a time duration
for running the integrated test case. A superfluous test step
is any test step of a particular system test case with a
particular input value that provides a same output value as
another test step with a different input value.

In accordance with an example and any of the preceding
examples, the method and set of functions further include
automatically generating the integrated test procedure with
the one or more superfluous test steps removed. The inte-
grated test procedure that results includes a coverage of
critical inputs for expected outputs of the integrated test
case.

In accordance with an example and any of the preceding
examples, the method and set of functions further include
receiving the plurality of system models. Each system model
is configured to electronically simulate a certain function or
a group of functions that the system is configured to per-
form.

In accordance with an example and any of the preceding
examples, the method (100) and set of functions wherein
each system model includes a certain logic circuit that
defines the certain function or group of functions that the
system is configured to perform.

In accordance with an example and any of the preceding
examples, the method and set of functions wherein each
system model is configured to generate one or more
expected outputs in response to one or more inputs based on
the certain logic circuit associated with a particular system
model.

In accordance with an example and any of the preceding
examples, the method and set of functions further include
generating a system test harness for each system model of
the plurality of system models. The system test case for each
system model is generated from the system test harness for
each system model.

In accordance with an example and any of the preceding
examples, the method and set of functions wherein gener-
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ating the system test case for each system model from the
system test harness for each system model includes testing
a particular system model separate from an environment of
the particular system model so that the particular system
model is tested independently from other system models that
provide inputs to the particular system model.

In accordance with an example and any of the preceding
examples, the method and set of functions further include
automatically running the system test case using a system
test procedure for each system model. The method and set of
functions additionally include generating an expected output
value for each of one or more outputs of each system model
in response to an input value for each of one or more inputs
of each system model for all combinations of possible
different input values for each system model.

In accordance with an example and any of the preceding
examples, the method and set of functions wherein the
system test procedure includes at least one of a subsystem
test procedure, a component test procedure, or a part test
procedure.

In accordance with an example and any of the preceding
examples, the method and set of function further include
automatically generating a table or datastore for each system
model independent from other system models in response to
running the system test case for each system model. The
table or datastore for a particular system model includes the
expected output value for each of the one or more outputs
associated respectively with the input value for each of the
one or more inputs for each combination of possible differ-
ent input values for the particular system model.

In accordance with an example and any of the preceding
examples, the method and set of functions further include
performing analysis of the integrated test procedure cover-
age report, and generating an integrated systems analysis
report in response to performing analysis of the integrated
test procedure coverage report.

In accordance with an example and any of the preceding
examples, the method and set of functions wherein each of
the plurality of system models corresponds to a system
onboard an airplane or other vehicle.

The features, functions, and advantages that have been
discussed can be achieved independently in various
examples or may be combined in yet other examples further
details of which can be seen with reference to the following
description and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIGS. 1A-1C are a flow chart of an example of a method
for automatic generation of integrated test procedures using
system test procedures in accordance with an example of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart of an example of a method for
automatically generating integrated test harnesses and inte-
grated test cases in accordance with an example of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 3A is an example of a system test harness for a
system A in accordance with an example of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 3B is an example of a system test case for the system
A in accordance with an example of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4A is an example of a system test harness for a
system B in accordance with an example of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 4B is an example of a system test case for the system
B in accordance with an example of the present disclosure.
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FIG. 5 is an example of an automatically generated
integrated test harness for systems A and B in accordance
with an example of the present disclosure.

FIG. 6 is another example of an integrated test harness in
accordance with an example of the present disclosure.

FIG. 7 is an example of an automatically generated
integrated test case for systems A and B in accordance with
an example of the present disclosure.

FIGS. 8A and 8B illustrate an example of analyzing a
correlation between inputs and outputs of the integrated test
case in the example in FIG. 7 to determine critical inputs.

FIG. 9A is an example of automatically generating an
integrated test procedure for the integrated test case in the
example in FIG. 7.

FIG. 9B is an example of automatically removing super-
fluous test steps for each system from the integrated test
procedure in the example in FIG. 9A.

FIG. 10 is an example of a system for automatic genera-
tion of integrated test procedures using system test proce-
dures in accordance with an example of the present disclo-
sure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description of embodiments refers
to the accompanying drawings, which illustrate specific
embodiments of the disclosure. Other embodiments having
different structures and operations do not depart from the
scope of the present disclosure. Like reference numerals
may refer to the same element or component in the different
drawings.

The present disclosure may be a system, a method, and/or
a computer program product. The computer program prod-
uct may include a computer readable storage medium (or
media) having computer readable program instructions
thereon for causing a processor to carry out aspects of the
present disclosure.

The computer readable storage medium can be a tangible
device that can retain and store instructions for use by an
instruction execution device. The computer readable storage
medium may be, for example, but is not limited to, an
electronic storage device, a magnetic storage device, an
optical storage device, an electromagnetic storage device, a
semiconductor storage device, or any suitable combination
of the foregoing. A non-exhaustive list of more specific
examples of the computer readable storage medium includes
the following: a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a
random access memory (RAM), a read-only memory
(ROM), an erasable programmable read-only memory
(EPROM or Flash memory), a static random access memory
(SRAM), a portable compact disc read-only memory (CD-
ROM), a digital versatile disk (DVD), a memory stick, a
floppy disk, a mechanically encoded device such as punch-
cards or raised structures in a groove having instructions
recorded thereon, and any suitable combination of the fore-
going. A computer readable storage medium, as used herein,
is not to be construed as being transitory signals per se, such
as radio waves or other freely propagating electromagnetic
waves, electromagnetic waves propagating through a wave-
guide or other transmission media (e.g., light pulses passing
through a fiber-optic cable), or electrical signals transmitted
through a wire.

Computer readable program instructions described herein
can be downloaded to respective computing/processing
devices from a computer readable storage medium or to an
external computer or external storage device via a network,
for example, the Internet, a local area network, a wide area
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network and/or a wireless network. The network may com-
prise copper transmission cables, optical transmission fibers,
wireless transmission, routers, firewalls, switches, gateway
computers and/or edge servers. A network adapter card or
network interface in each computing/processing device
receives computer readable program instructions from the
network and forwards the computer readable program
instructions for storage in a computer readable storage
medium within the respective computing/processing device.

Computer readable program instructions for carrying out
operations of the present disclosure may be assembler
instructions, instruction-set-architecture (ISA) instructions,
machine instructions, machine dependent instructions,
microcode, firmware instructions, state-setting data, or
either source code or object code written in any combination
of one or more programming languages, including an object
oriented programming language such as Smalltalk, C++ or
the like, and conventional procedural programming lan-
guages, such as the “C” programming language or similar
programming languages. The computer readable program
instructions may execute entirely on the user’s computer,
partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-alone software
package, partly on the user’s computer and partly on a
remote computer or entirely on the remote computer or
server. In the latter scenario, the remote computer may be
connected to the user’s computer through any type of
network, including a local area network (LAN) or a wide
area network (WAN), or the connection may be made to an
external computer (for example, through the Internet using
an Internet Service Provider). In some embodiments, elec-
tronic circuitry including, for example, programmable logic
circuitry, field-programmable gate arrays (FPGA), or pro-
grammable logic arrays (PLA) may execute the computer
readable program instructions by utilizing state information
of'the computer readable program instructions to personalize
the electronic circuitry, in order to perform aspects of the
present disclosure.

Aspects of the present disclosure are described herein
with reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block dia-
grams of methods, apparatus (systems), and computer pro-
gram products according to embodiments of the disclosure.
It will be understood that each block of the flowchart
illustrations and/or block diagrams, and combinations of
blocks in the flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams,
can be implemented by computer readable program instruc-
tions.

These computer readable program instructions may be
provided to a processor of a general purpose computer,
special purpose computer, or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus to produce a machine, such that the
instructions, which execute via the processor of the com-
puter or other programmable data processing apparatus,
create means for implementing the functions/acts specified
in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks. These
computer readable program instructions may also be stored
in a computer readable storage medium that can direct a
computer, a programmable data processing apparatus, and/
or other devices to function in a particular manner, such that
the computer readable storage medium having instructions
stored therein comprises an article of manufacture including
instructions which implement aspects of the function/act
specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or
blocks.

The computer readable program instructions may also be
loaded onto a computer, other programmable data process-
ing apparatus, or other device to cause a series of operational
steps to be performed on the computer, other programmable
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apparatus or other device to produce a computer imple-
mented process, such that the instructions which execute on
the computer, other programmable apparatus, or other
device implement the functions/acts specified in the flow-
chart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

Systems, such as systems of a vehicle, e.g., an airplane, or
other systems are tested using test procedures. The test
procedures may be created manually by collaboration
between subject matter experts and by other processes. The
test procedures are executed manually and multiple times
during development of a particular system or systems and
during system validation and verification. In accordance
with an example, the method and system of the present
disclosure automate the execution of system test procedures
resulting in time and cost savings. By automation of the test
procedures, more scenarios can be evaluated resulting in full
coverage of the functional requirements of each system.
Additionally, the exemplary method and system as described
herein automatically generate integrated test procedures for
sets of systems using multiple test procedures for individual
systems. The integrated test procedures test multiple related
systems when integrated together. The exemplary method
and system for automatic generation of integration test
procedures using system test procedures of the present
disclosure provide early and automated system integration
testing resulting in early discovery of integration issues
which lead to cost savings.

FIGS. 1A-1C are a flow chart of an example of a method
100 for automatic generation of integrated test procedures
using system test procedures in accordance with an example
of the present disclosure. In block 102, the method 100
includes receiving a plurality of system models 104. Each
system model 104 is configured to electronically simulate a
certain function or a group of functions that a system
corresponding to the system model 104 is configured to
perform. In this manner, each system model is configured to
generate one or more expected outputs in response to one or
more inputs depending on the particular system model. The
system is any type of system. In accordance with an
example, each of the plurality of system models 104 corre-
sponds to a system onboard an airplane or other vehicle.
Examples of systems include but are not necessarily limited
to a flight control system, engine control system, navigation
system, communications system, landing gear system, etc.
An example of a system model 104a for a system A is
illustrated in FIG. 3A, and an example of a system model
1045 for a system B is illustrated in FIG. 4A. Each system
model 104a and 1045 includes a certain logic circuit, e.g.,
logic circuit 302 in FIG. 3A and logic circuit 402 in FIG. 4A,
that defines the certain function or group of functions that
the actual system is configured to perform. Each system
model 104a or 1045 is configured to generate one or more
expected outputs 304 (FIG. 3A), 404 (FIG. 4A) or output
signals 304 and 404 in response to one or more inputs 306
(FIG. 3A), 406a and 4065 (FIG. 4A) or input signals 306,
406a, 4065 based on the certain logic circuit 302, 402
associated with a particular system model 104a, 1045. The
logic circuits 302 and 402 are examples for purposes of
explanation. Logic circuits for other system models may be
much more complex with multiple inputs and outputs
depending upon the complexity of the actual system repre-
sented by the system model 104.

In block 106, the method 100 includes generating a
system test harness 108 for each system model 104 of the
plurality of system models 104a and 1045. A test harness is
defined as a model that isolates a particular component
under test with inputs and outputs configured for testing
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different scenarios. The component is software, a model,
hardware of a combination of all three. The system test
harness 108 for each system model 104 is automatically or
manually generated. The system test harness 108 is manu-
ally generated by a user or operator by: (1) creating a new
empty model which becomes the system test harness 108
after completing the next steps; (2) dragging a system model
104 under test into the empty model; (3) creating system test
harness input and output ports, e.g., external connections for
use in connecting to interacting or interfacing system mod-
els; and (4) if applicable, adding logic to calculate related
inputs. Manually generating the system test harness 108 is
time consuming and prone to errors. There are software tools
that can perform steps 1-3 automatically. An example of a
software tool for automatically generating a system test
harness 108 is Simulink Test™. Simulink® and Simulink
Test™ are trademarks of MathWorks, Inc. in the United
States, other countries, or both.

Referring also to FIGS. 3A, 4A and 5, FIG. 3A is an
example of a system test harness 108a for the system A in
accordance with an example of the present disclosure. FIG.
4A is an example of a system test harness 1085 for the
system B in accordance with an example of the present
disclosure. FIG. 5 is an example of an automatically gen-
erated integrated test harness 124 for systems A and B in
accordance with an example of the present disclosure. FIG.
5 illustrates that the system A and the system B interface or
interact, e.g., system A generates an output signal 304 that is
an input signal 406a to system B. However, the system test
harnesses 108a and 1085 for each system A or B, or system
model 104a and 1045 are tested independently from each
other.

In block 110, the method 100 includes generating, by a
processor circuit, e.g., processor circuit 1002 in FIG. 10, a
system test case 112 for each system model 104 of the
plurality of system models 104. The system test case 112 for
each system model 104 is generated from the system test
harness 108 for each system model 104. A single system test
harness 108 can be used to execute one or more system test
cases 112. A system test case 112 includes at least a purpose
of the test case, a set of input conditions, expected results to
achieve the required test coverage criteria, and test/fail
criteria. Generating the system test case 112 is performed
automatically or manually. A system test case 112 is a
document describing step-by-step how to verify the behavior
of the actual system. Subject matter experts create this
document. The system test case 112 is a computer-execut-
able version of the system test case document. The system
test case document is created by defining one or more input
signals for a particular actual system to create a scenario,
e.g., a flight from one destination to another destination. The
output signals are also defined as time series with error
tolerances to verify the outputs of the system. Creating the
system test case 112 manually can be tedious and software
tools are available to automatically generate a system test
case 112. An example of a software tool for automatically
generating a system test case 112 is Simulink Test™ which
may also be used with Simulink Design Verifier™. Simulink
Design Verifier™ is a trademark of MathWorks, Inc. in the
United States, other countries, or both.

Generating the system test case 112 for each system
model 104 from the system test harness 108 for each system
model 104 includes testing a particular system model 104
separate from an environment of the particular system model
104, e.g., the particular system model 104 is tested inde-
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pendently from other system models 104 that provide inputs
to the particular system model 104 or that interact with the
particular system model 104.

Referring also to FIGS. 3B and 4B, F1G. 3B is an example
of a system test case 112a for the system A in accordance
with an example of the present disclosure. FIG. 4B is an
example of a system test case 1126 for the system B in
accordance with an example of the present disclosure. The
system test case 112a, 1125 provides a table or datastore
310, 410 that includes an expected output 304, 404 or
expected output value 314 for each possible input 306 or
input value 316, or combination of inputs 4064 and 4065 or
input values 416a, 4165. Each different possible input 306 or
combination of different inputs 4064 and 4065 define a test
step 312 or 412 of the system test case 112a or 1125.

In block 114, the method 100 includes automatically
running the system test case 112 using a system test proce-
dure 115 for each system model 104. System test procedures
115 include at least step-by-step instructions for how each
test case 112 is to be set up and executed, how the test results
are evaluated, and the test environment to be used. The
method 100 further includes generating an expected output
value 314 (FIG. 3B), 414 (FIG. 4B) for each of one or more
outputs 304, 404 of each system model 104a, 1045 in
response to an input value 316, 4164, 4165 for each of the
one or more inputs 306, 406a, 4065 of each system model
104a, 1045 for all combinations of possible different input
values 316, 416a, 4165 for each system model 104a, 1045.
In some examples, the system test procedure includes at
least one of a subsystem test procedure, a component test
procedure, or a part test procedure.

In accordance with some examples, the method 100 in
block 114 includes automatically generating a table or
datastore 310 (FIG. 3B), 410 (FIG. 4B) for each system
model 104a, 1045 independent from other system models
104 in response to running the system test case 112qa, 1126
for each system model 104a, 1045. The table or datastore
310, 410 for a particular system model 104 includes the
expected output value 314, 414 for each of the one or more
outputs 304, 404 associated respectively with the input value
316, 416a, 4165 for each of the one or more inputs 306,
406a, 4065 for each combination of possible different input
values 316, 416a, 4165 for the particular system model
104a, 1045.

In block 114, the method 100 additionally includes gen-
erating a system test procedure coverage report 116. The
system test procedure coverage report 116 allows confirma-
tion of the expected output value 314, 414 for each of the
one or more outputs 304, 404 associated respectively with
the input value 316, 4164, 4165 for each of the one or more
inputs 306, 406a, 4065 for each combination of possible
different input values 316, 416a, 4165 for the particular
system model 104a, 1045.

In block 118, the method 100 includes performing input/
output (I/O) management to generate input/output (I/O) data
120. Performing input/output management includes analyz-
ing inputs and outputs of the system models 104 and
automatically determining integration of interacting system
models 104 based on analysis of the inputs and outputs.
Analyzing the inputs and outputs of the system models 104
includes correlating different expected output values of an
output or outputs of a first system model 104 to an input or
inputs of at least a second system model 104. Output values
and corresponding input values are embodied in signals
between interacting system models 104. In block 118, the
method 100 further includes analyzing the signals between
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interacting system models in terms of data type, dimension,
range of values, units, etc. to generate the input/output data
1/0) 120.

In block 122, the method 100 includes automatically
generating, by the processor circuit, e.g., processor circuit
1002 in FIG. 10, one or more integrated test harnesses 124.
Each integrated test harness 124 includes a group of inter-
acting system models 104 of the plurality of system models
104. Referring also to FIG. 5, FIG. 5 is an example of an
automatically generated integrated test harness 124 for sys-
tems A and B in accordance with an example of the present
disclosure. The integrated test harness 124 includes the
system test harness 108a for system A and the system test
harness 1085 for system B integrated together. An output
signal 304 from one or more of the interacting system
models 104a and 1045 is an input signal 4064 to one or more
other interacting system models 104. An integrated test
harness 124 is automatically generated for each group of
different interacting system models 104 in response to there
being more than one group of different interacting system
models 104.

Referring also to FIG. 6, this is another example of an
integrated test harness 600 in accordance with an example of
the present disclosure. The exemplary integrated test harness
600 illustrates that an integrated test harness 600 can be
complex including a multiplicity of different system test
harnesses 602a-602d for a multiplicity of interacting sys-
tems, e.g., system A, system B, system C and system D.
Each of the system test harnesses 602a-602d were generated
independent of the other system test harnesses 602a-602d.
In the example in FIG. 6, each of the system test harnesses
602a-602d includes a plurality of inputs 604 and outputs
606. Outputs 606 of some system test harnesses 602a-602d
correspond to inputs 604 for other system test harnesses
6024-602d.

In block 126 of FIG. 1B, the method 100 additionally
includes automatically generating, by the processor circuit,
e.g., the processor circuit 1002 in FIG. 10, one or more
integrated test cases 128 using the system test case 112 for
each system model 104 in the integrated test harness 124. In
some examples, the input/output data 120 is also used to
generate the integrated test case 128 for each integrated test
harness 124. An integrated test case 128 is automatically
generated for each integrated test harness 124. Referring
also to FIG. 7, this is an example of an automatically
generated integrated test case 128 for systems A and B in
accordance with an example of the present disclosure. The
integrated test case 128 includes the system test cases 112a
and 1126 for systems A and B integrated together. An
example of a method 200 for automatically generating
integrated test harnesses 124 and integrated test cases 128
will be described in more detail with reference to FIG. 2. As
described with reference to the exemplary method in FIG. 2,
automatically generating one or more integrated test cases
128 for each integrated test harness 124 using the system test
case 112 for each system model 104 includes interconnect-
ing I/O data 120 from the system test case 112 of each
system model 104 including inputs and expected outputs.
Automatically generating the one or more integrated test
cases 128 also includes determining critical inputs and
removing superfluous test steps as also described in the
example in FIG. 2.

In block 130, the method 100 includes automatically
running, by the processor circuit, the integrated test case 128
using an associated integrated test procedure 131 and gen-
erating, by the processor circuit, an integrated test procedure
coverage report 132 in response to running the integrated
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test case 128. The integrated test procedure coverage report
132 identifies which parts of the system models 104 or code
defining the integrated test case 128 were not executed. The
integrated test procedure 131 includes at least step-by-step
instructions for how each integrated test case 128 is to be set
up and executed, how the test results are evaluated, and the
test environment to be used. In accordance with an example,
the integrated test procedures 131 include at least a combi-
nation of the system test procedures for systems A and B.

In block 134, the method 100 includes performing analy-
sis of the integrated test procedure coverage report 132 and
generating an integrated systems analysis report 136 in
response to performing analysis of the integrated test pro-
cedure coverage report 132. Performing analysis of the
integrated test procedure coverage report 132 includes ana-
lyzing of the parts of the integrated test case 128 that were
not executed and providing an explanation why conditions
defined in the integrated test case 128 were not reached. For
example, the method 100 identifies which combination of
input signals to the integrated test harness 124 are missing,
or the not-executed part of the integrated test case 128
cannot be reached by inputs to the integrated test harness
124. If there are gaps in the integrated test procedure
coverage report 132, the integrated systems analysis report
136 provides information how to obtain substantially one
hundred percent (100%) coverage by the integrated test
harness 124 and integrated test case 128.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart of an example of a method 200 for
automatically generating integrated test harnesses 124 and
integrated test cases 128 in accordance with an example of
the present disclosure. In block 202, the method 200
includes analyzing a correlation between one or more inputs
306, 406a, 4065 and one or more outputs 404 of the
integrated test case 128 to determine a group of critical
inputs 306 and 4065 (FIG. 8B). The group of critical inputs
306 and 4065 are the inputs that are needed to affect each
output 404 of the integrated test case 128. Analyzing the
correlation between the inputs 306, 406a and 4065 and
outputs 404 of the integrated test case 128 includes sorting
the inputs and outputs using an algorithm to determine the
group of critical inputs 306, 406a.

In accordance with an example, analyzing the correlation
between inputs 306, 406a, 4065 and outputs 404 of the
integrated test case 128 includes using a clustering algo-
rithm, e.g., a design structure matrix (DSM) algorithm 800,
as illustrated in FIGS. 8A and 8B, to determine the group of
critical inputs 306 and 4065. In an example, using the DSM
algorithm 800 includes generating or producing a resulting
DSM 801 (FIG. 8B) that is analyzed as described herein for
determining the group of critical inputs 306 and 4065. The
critical inputs are combined into an integrated test case 128
that will cover testing of the integrated systems correspond-
ing to the system models 104. While the DSM algorithm 800
is described herein, any algorithm for sorting inputs and
outputs to determine the group of critical inputs 306 and
4065 can be used. Referring also to FIGS. 8A and 8B, FIGS.
8A and 8B illustrate an example of analyzing a correlation
between inputs 306, 406a and 4065 and outputs 404 of the
integrated test case 128 in the example in FIG. 7 to deter-
mine the critical inputs using a DSM algorithm 800. FIG. 8A
illustrates operation of the DSM algorithm 800 in which an
“X” is placed in those cells of the DSM 801 where a signal
corresponding to a row 802 of the DSM 801 depends on a
particular signal corresponding to a column 804 of the DSM
801. In the example in FIG. 8A, the row input signal “ia”
406a (in_air input signal) depends on the column input
signal “gs” 306 (groundspeed signal) as indicated by the “X”
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in cell 808 of FIG. 8A and as also illustrated in the
exemplary integrated test case 128 in FIG. 7. The row output
signal “sov” 404 depends on the column input signal “ia”
4064 as indicated by the “X” in cell 810 and the column
input signal “oat” 4065 as indicated by the “X” in cell 812
in FIG. 8A and as also illustrated in the exemplary integrated
test case 128 in FIG. 7.

In block 204, the method 200 includes analyzing the
resulting DSM 801 (FIG. 8B) to determine the critical
inputs. The critical inputs are the inputs that are needed for
each output of the integrated test case 128. As illustrated in
FIG. 8B, the row input signal “ia” 406a depends upon the
column input signal “gs” 306 as determined by the DSM
algorithm 800. Accordingly, the critical inputs for determin-
ing the row output “sov” 404 are the column input signals
“gs” 306 and “oat” 4065 as indicated in the example
illustrated in FIG. 8B.

In block 206, the method 200 includes automatically
generating the integrated test procedure 131 of the integrated
test case 128. The integrated test procedure 131 includes a
combined subset of test steps 312 (FIG. 3B), 412 (FIG. 4B)
of the system test cases 112a¢ and 1126 which include the
critical inputs 306 and 4065. Referring also to FIG. 9A, this
is an example of automatically generating integrated test
steps 902 for the integrated test procedure 131 of the
integrated test case 128 in the example in FIG. 7. Each
integrated test step 902 includes a different combination of
critical inputs 306 and 4065 or critical input values for the
integrated test procedure 131 of the integrated test case 128.

In block 208, the method 200 includes automatically
removing one or more superfluous integrated test steps 902
from the integrated test procedure 131 to reduce a time
duration for running the integrated test case 128. A super-
fluous integrated test step 902 is any test step 902 of a
particular system test case 112a or 1125 with a particular
input value 316 that provides a same output value 414 as
another test step 902 with a different input value. Referring
also to FIG. 9B, this is an example of automatically remov-
ing superfluous integrated test steps 902 for each system test
case 112a or 1125 in the integrated test procedure 131 in the
example in FIG. 9A. The superfluous integrated test steps
902 which are removed are illustrated as being stricken-
through in FIG. 9B.

In block 210, the method 200 further includes automati-
cally generating the integrated test procedure 131 with the
one or more superfluous integrated test steps 902 removed.
The integrated test procedure 131 that results after removing
the superfluous integrated test steps includes a coverage of
critical inputs 306 and 4065 for expected outputs 404 of the
integrated test case 128.

FIG. 10 is an example of a system 1000 for automatic
generation of integrated test procedures using system test
procedures in accordance with an example of the present
disclosure. In accordance with an embodiment, the method
100 of FIGS. 1A-1C and the method 200 of FIG. 2 are
embodied in and performed by the system 1000. However,
any system capable of performing the operations described
herein may be used. The system 1000 includes a processor
circuit 1002 and a memory 1004 associated with the pro-
cessor circuit 1002. The memory 1004 includes computer
readable program instructions 1006 that, when executed by
the processor circuit 1002 cause the processor circuit 1002
to perform a set of functions 1008. In accordance with an
example, the set of functions 1008 include automatic gen-
eration of integrated test procedures using system test pro-
cedures 1010 as described herein. The method 100 of FIGS.
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1A-1C and the method 200 of FIG. 2 are embodied in the set
of functions and are performed by the processor circuit
1002.

In some examples, the computer readable program
instructions 1006 are embodied in a computer program
product 1012 that is similar to or the same as that described
herein. The computer readable program instructions 1006
are downloaded by the processor circuit 1002 and stored on
the memory 1004.

Further, the disclosure comprises the following examples,
whereby the scope of protection is provided by the claims.

Example 1. A method for automatic generation of inte-
grated test procedures using system test procedures, the
method comprising: generating, by a processor circuit, a
system test case for each system model of a plurality of
system models; automatically generating, by the processor
circuit, an integrated test harness comprising a group of
interacting system models of the plurality of system models,
wherein an output signal from one or more of the interacting
system models is an input signal to one or more other
interacting system models; automatically generating, by the
processor circuit, an integrated test case using the system
test case for each system model in the integrated test
harness; automatically running, by the processor circuit, the
integrated test case using an integrated test procedure; and
generating, by the processor circuit, an integrated test pro-
cedure coverage report in response to running the integrated
test case.

Example 2. The method of example 1, further comprising
analyzing a correlation between one or more inputs and one
or more outputs of the integrated test case to determine a
group of critical inputs, wherein the group of critical inputs
are the inputs that are needed to affect each output of the
integrated test case.

Example 3. The method of example 2, wherein analyzing
the correlation between the inputs and outputs of the inte-
grated test case comprises sorting the inputs and outputs
using a clustering algorithm to determine the group of
critical inputs.

Example 4. The method of example 2, further comprising
automatically generating the integrated test procedure of the
integrated test case, wherein the integrated test procedure
comprises a combined subset of test steps of the system test
cases which include the critical inputs.

Example 5. The method of any of examples 1-4, further
comprising automatically removing one or more superfluous
test steps from the integrated test procedure to reduce a time
duration for running the integrated test case, wherein a
supertluous test step is any test step of a particular system
test case with a particular input value that provides a same
output value as another test step with a different input value.

Example 6. The method of example 5, further comprising
automatically generating the integrated test procedure with
the one or more superfluous test steps removed, the inte-
grated test procedure that results comprising a coverage of
critical inputs for expected outputs of the integrated test
case.

Example 7. The method of any of examples 1-6, further
comprising receiving the plurality of system models,
wherein each system model is configured to electronically
simulate a certain function or a group of functions that the
system is configured to perform.

Example 8. The method of example 7, wherein each
system model comprises a certain logic circuit that defines
the certain function or group of functions that the system is
configured to perform.



US 11,960,385 B2

13

Example 9. The method of example 8, wherein each
system model is configured to generate one or more
expected outputs in response to one or more inputs based on
the certain logic circuit associated with a particular system
model.

Example 10. The method of any of examples 1-9, further
comprising generating a system test harness for each system
model of the plurality of system models, wherein the system
test case for each system model is generated from the system
test harness for each system model.

Example 11. The method of example 10, wherein gener-
ating the system test case for each system model from the
system test harness for each system model comprises testing
a particular system model separate from an environment of
the particular system model so that the particular system
model is tested independently from other system models that
provide inputs to the particular system model.

Example 12. The method of any of examples 1-11, further
comprising: automatically running the system test case using
a system test procedure for each system model; and gener-
ating an expected output value for each of one or more
outputs of each system model in response to an input value
for each of one or more inputs of each system model for all
combinations of possible different input values for each
system model.

Example 13. The method of example 12, wherein the
system test procedure comprises at least one of a subsystem
test procedure, a component test procedure, or a part test
procedure.

Example 14. The method of example 12, further com-
prising automatically generating a table or datastore for each
system model independent from other system models in
response to running the system test case for each system
model, the table or datastore for a particular system model
comprising the expected output value for each of the one or
more outputs associated respectively with the input value for
each of the one or more inputs for each combination of
possible different input values for the particular system
model.

Example 15. The method of any of examples 1-14, further
comprising: performing analysis of the integrated test pro-
cedure coverage report; and generating an integrated sys-
tems analysis report in response to performing analysis of
the integrated test procedure coverage report.

Example 16. The method of any of examples 1-15,
wherein each of the plurality of system models corresponds
to a system onboard an airplane or other vehicle.

Example 17. A system for automatic generation of inte-
grated test procedures using system test procedures, the
system comprising: a processor circuit; and a memory
associated with the processor circuit, the memory compris-
ing computer readable program instructions that, when
executed by the processor circuit cause the processor circuit
to perform a set of functions comprising: generating a
system test case for each system model of a plurality of
system models; automatically generating an integrated test
harness comprising a group of interacting system models of
the plurality of system models, wherein an output signal
from one or more of the interacting system models is an
input signal to one or more other interacting system models;
automatically generating an integrated test case using the
system test case for each system model in the integrated test
harness; automatically running the integrated test case using
an integrated test procedure; and generating an integrated
test procedure coverage report in response to running the
integrated test case.
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Example 18. The system of example 17, wherein the set
of functions further comprises analyzing a correlation
between one or more inputs and one or more outputs of the
integrated test case to determine a group of critical inputs,
wherein the group of critical inputs are the inputs that are
needed to affect each output of the integrated test case.

Example 19. The system of example 18, wherein the set
of functions further comprises automatically generating the
integrated test procedure of the integrated test case, wherein
the integrated test procedure comprises a combined subset of
test steps of the system test cases which include the critical
inputs.

Example 20. The system of example 17, wherein the set
of functions further comprises: automatically removing one
or more superfluous test steps from the integrated test
procedure to reduce a time duration for running the inte-
grated test case, wherein a superfluous test step is any test
step of a particular system test case with a particular input
value that provides a same output value as another test step
with a different input value; and automatically generating
the integrated test procedure with the one or more superfiu-
ous test steps removed, the integrated test procedure that
results comprising a coverage of critical inputs for expected
outputs of the integrated test case.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods, and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments of the
present disclosure. In this regard, each block in the flowchart
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or
portion of instructions, which comprises one or more
executable instructions for implementing the specified logi-
cal function(s). In some alternative implementations, the
functions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted
in the figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession
may, in fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the
blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality involved. It will also be
noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart
illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block dia-
grams and/or flowchart illustration, can be implemented by
special purpose hardware-based systems that perform the
specified functions or acts or carry out combinations of
special purpose hardware and computer instructions.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of embodiments of the disclosure. As used herein,
the singular forms “a”, “an” and “the” are intended to
include the plural forms as well, unless the context clearly
indicates otherwise. It will be further understood that the
terms “include,” “includes,” “comprises” and/or “compris-
ing,” when used in this specification, specify the presence of
stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/or
components, but do not preclude the presence or addition of
one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the
claims below are intended to include any structure, material,
or act for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present embodiments has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to embodiments in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of embodiments.
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Although specific embodiments have been illustrated and
described herein, those of ordinary skill in the art appreciate
that any arrangement which is calculated to achieve the
same purpose may be substituted for the specific embodi-
ments shown and that the embodiments have other applica-
tions in other environments. This application is intended to
cover any adaptations or variations. The following claims
are in no way intended to limit the scope of embodiments of
the disclosure to the specific embodiments described herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for automatic generation of integrated test
procedures using system test procedures, the method com-
prising:

generating, by a processor circuit, a system test procedure

test case for each system model of a plurality of system
models;
automatically generating, by the processor circuit, an
integrated test procedure test harness comprising a
group of interacting system models of the plurality of
system models, an output signal from one or more of
the interacting system models being an input signal to
one or more other interacting system models;

automatically generating, by the processor circuit, an
integrated test procedure test case using the system test
procedure test case for each system model in the
integrated test procedure test harness;

automatically running, by the processor circuit, the inte-

grated test procedure test case;

analyzing a correlation between one or more inputs and

one or more outputs of the integrated test procedure test
case to determine a group of critical inputs, the group
of critical inputs being the inputs that are needed to
affect each output of the integrated test procedure test
case; and

generating, by the processor circuit, an integrated test

procedure coverage report in response to running the
integrated test procedure test case.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein analyzing the corre-
lation between the inputs and outputs of the integrated test
procedure test case comprises sorting the inputs and outputs
using a clustering algorithm to determine the group of
critical inputs.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

automatically generating a plurality of test procedure

steps of the integrated test procedure test case,

wherein the plurality of test procedure steps comprise a

combined subset of test procedure steps of the system
test procedure test cases which include the critical
inputs.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

automatically removing one or more superfluous test steps

from the integrated test procedure test case to reduce a
time duration for running the integrated test procedure
test case,

wherein a superfluous test step is any test step of a

particular system test procedure test case with a par-
ticular input that provides a same output as another test
step with a different input.

5. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

automatically generating the integrated test procedure test

case with the one or more superfluous test steps
removed,

wherein the integrated test procedure test case comprises

a coverage of critical inputs for expected outputs of the
integrated test procedure test case.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving the plurality of system models,
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wherein each system model is configured to electronically
simulate a certain function or a group of functions that
the system is configured to perform.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein each system model
comprises a certain logic circuit that defines the certain
function or group of functions that the system is configured
to perform.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein each system model is
configured to generate one or more expected outputs in
response to one or more inputs based on the certain logic
circuit associated with a particular system model.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

automatically generating a system test procedure test

harness for each system model of the plurality of
system models,

wherein the system test procedure test case is generated

using the system test procedure test harness for each
system model.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein automatically gen-
erating the system test procedure test harness for each
system model comprises separating a particular system
model from an environment of the particular system model
so that the particular system model is independent from
other system models that provide inputs to the particular
system model.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the system test
procedure test harness comprises at least one of:

a subsystem test procedure;

a component test procedure; and

a part test procedure.

12. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

automatically running the system test procedure test case

for each system model; and

generating an expected output value for each of one or

more outputs of each system model in response to an
input value for each of one or more inputs of each
system model for all combinations of possible different
input values for each system model.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising:

automatically generating a table or datastore for each

system model independent from other system models
in response to running the system test procedure test
case for each system model,

wherein the table or datastore for a particular system

model comprises the expected output value for each of
the one or more outputs associated respectively with
the input value for each of the one or more inputs for
each combination of possible different input values for
the particular system model.

14. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

performing analysis of the integrated test procedure cov-

erage report; and

generating an integrated systems analysis report in

response to performing analysis of the integrated test
procedure coverage report.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein each of the plurality
of system models corresponds to a system onboard an
airplane or other vehicle.

16. A system for automatic generation of integrated test
procedures using system test procedures, the system com-
prising:

a processor circuit; and

a memory associated with the processor circuit, the

memory comprising computer readable program
instructions that, when executed by the processor cir-
cuit cause the system to perform operations compris-
ing:
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generating, by a processor circuit, a system test proce-
dure test case for each system model of a plurality of
system models;
automatically generating, by the processor circuit, an
integrated test procedure test harness comprising a
group of interacting system models of the plurality of
system models, an output signal from one or more of
the interacting system models being an input signal
to one or more other interacting system models;
automatically generating, by the processor circuit, an
integrated test procedure test case using the system
test procedure test case for each system model in the
integrated test procedure test harness;
automatically running, by the processor circuit, the
integrated test procedure test case;
analyzing a correlation between one or more inputs and
one or more outputs of the integrated test procedure
test case to determine a group of critical inputs, the
group of critical inputs being the inputs that are
needed to affect each output of the integrated test
procedure test case; and
generating, by the processor circuit, an integrated test
procedure coverage report in response to running the
integrated test procedure test case.
17. The system of claim 16, the operations further com-
prise:
automatically generating a plurality of test procedure
steps of the integrated test procedure test case,
wherein the plurality of test procedure steps comprise a
combined subset of test procedure steps of the system
test procedure test cases which include the critical
inputs.
18. The system of claim 16, the operations further com-
prise:
automatically removing one or more superfluous test steps
from the integrated test procedure test case to reduce a
time duration for running the integrated test procedure
test case, a superfluous test step being any test step of
a particular system test procedure test case with a
particular input that provides a same output as another
test step with a different input; and
automatically generating the integrated test procedure test
case with the one or more superfluous test steps
removed, the integrated test procedure test case com-
prising a coverage of critical inputs for expected out-
puts of the integrated test procedure test case.
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19. A non-transitory computer readable medium including
instructions storied therein that are executable by a process-
ing circuit to perform operations comprising:

generating, by a processor circuit, a system test procedure

test case for each system model of a plurality of system
models;
automatically generating, by the processor circuit, an
integrated test procedure test harness comprising a
group of interacting system models of the plurality of
system models, an output signal from one or more of
the interacting system models being an input signal to
one or more other interacting system models;

automatically generating, by the processor circuit, an
integrated test procedure test case using the system test
procedure test case for each system model in the
integrated test procedure test harness;

automatically running, by the processor circuit, the inte-

grated test procedure test case;

analyzing a correlation between one or more inputs and

one or more outputs of the integrated test procedure test
case to determine a group of critical inputs, the group
of critical inputs being the inputs that are needed to
affect each output of the integrated test procedure test
case; and

generating, by the processor circuit, an integrated test

procedure coverage report in response to running the
integrated test procedure test case.

20. The non-transitory computer readable medium of
claim 19, the operations further comprising:

automatically removing one or more superfluous test steps

from the integrated test procedure test case to reduce a
time duration for running the integrated test procedure
test case, the supertluous test step being any test step of
a particular system test procedure test case with a
particular input that provides a same output as another
test step with a different input;

receiving the plurality of system models, each system

model being configured to electronically simulate a
certain function or a group of functions that the system
is configured to perform; and

automatically generating a system test procedure test

harness for each system model of the plurality of
system models, the system test procedure test case
being generated using the system test procedure test
harness for each system model.
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