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(54) COMMUNICATION METHOD AND RELATED APPARATUS

(57) A communication method and a related appa-
ratus are provided. A base station obtains a security pol-
icy, where the security policy includes integrity protection
indication information, and the integrity protection indi-
cation information is used to indicate the base station
whether to enable integrity protection for a terminal de-

vice; and when the integrity protection indication infor-
mation indicates the base station to enable integrity pro-
tection for the terminal device, the base station sends a
target user plane integrity protection algorithm to the ter-
minal device.
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Description

[0001] This application claims priority to Chinese Pat-
ent Application No. PCT/CN2017/083362, filed with the
Chinese Patent Office on May 5, 2017 and entitled "COM-
MUNICATION METHOD AND RELATED APPARA-
TUS", which is incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] This application relates to the field of wireless
communications technologies, and in particular, to a
communication method and a related apparatus.

BACKGROUND

[0003] In a Long Term Evolution (Long Term Evolution,
LTE) system, a terminal device and a base station per-
form security operations such as encryption/decryption
and integrity protection, to provide encryption protection
and integrity protection for signaling. Because different
terminal devices have different security capabilities, for
example, support different encryption algorithms or in-
tegrity protection algorithms, before encryption protec-
tion and integrity protection are performed at an access
stratum (Access Stratum, AS), a set of security algo-
rithms needs to be negotiated between the terminal de-
vice and the base station. A process of negotiating the
security algorithms includes the following steps:

1. The terminal device sends an attach request to a
mobility management entity (Mobility Management
Entity, MME) by using the base station. The attach
request carries an algorithm supported by the termi-
nal device.
2. The base station selects, based on a preconfig-
ured algorithm allowed by a serving network for use
and in combination with the algorithm that is support-
ed by the terminal device and that is forwarded by
the MME, a security algorithm supported by the serv-
ing network. The security algorithm includes an en-
cryption algorithm and an integrity protection algo-
rithm. The base station generates an AS encryption
key based on the selected encryption algorithm and
generates an integrity protection key based on the
integrity protection algorithm. The security algorithm
supported by the serving network and selected by
the base station is both a security algorithm of a user
plane and a security algorithm applied to a signaling
plane.
3. By using an AS security mode command (Security
mode command, SMC) procedure, the terminal de-
vice applies the security algorithm selected by the
base station to the user plane and the signaling
plane. For example, the encryption algorithm and
the integrity protection algorithm selected by the
base station are carried in an AS SMC and sent to

the terminal device.

[0004] In the prior art, the security algorithm applied to
both the user plane and the signaling plane is determined
by using the AS SMC procedure, and the security algo-
rithm includes the encryption algorithm and the integrity
protection algorithm. A negotiation solution of this secu-
rity algorithm is relatively fixed. For example, a same set
of security algorithms is applicable to the user plane and
the signaling plane and cannot be split. For another ex-
ample, the encryption algorithm and the integrity protec-
tion algorithm need to be determined at the same time
and cannot be split. Therefore, the security negotiation
algorithm is relatively fixed, and cannot adapt to flexible
and changeable application scenarios.

SUMMARY

[0005] Embodiments of this application provide a com-
munication method, a related apparatus, and a storage
medium, to adapt to a solution in which a user plane
integrity protection algorithm can be flexibly and inde-
pendently negotiated.
[0006] According to a first aspect, an embodiment of
this application provides a communication method, in-
cluding: obtaining, by a base station, a security policy,
where the security policy includes integrity protection in-
dication information, and the integrity protection indica-
tion information is used to indicate the base station
whether to enable integrity protection for a terminal de-
vice; and when the integrity protection indication infor-
mation indicates the base station to enable integrity pro-
tection for the terminal device, sending, by the base sta-
tion, a target user plane integrity protection algorithm to
the terminal device. In this way, whether to enable integ-
rity protection for the terminal device may be selected
flexibly based on the security policy. In addition, only
when integrity protection is enabled for the terminal de-
vice, the base station sends the target user plane integrity
protection algorithm to the terminal device. On one hand,
because a user plane security algorithm is independently
negotiated, flexibility of separately determining the user
plane security algorithm and a signaling plane security
algorithm is improved. On the other hand, because the
integrity protection indication information is added, flex-
ibility of determining the target user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm of the terminal device is improved.
[0007] Optionally, the integrity protection indication in-
formation is an identifier of a user plane integrity protec-
tion algorithm. That is, if it is determined that the security
policy carries an identifier of a user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm, it may be determined that the base sta-
tion enables integrity protection for the terminal device.
The security policy in this embodiment may carry one or
more identifiers of user plane integrity protection algo-
rithms (which may be referred to as an algorithm list).
The user plane integrity protection algorithm carried in
the security policy in this embodiment may be determined

1 2 



EP 4 340 537 A2

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

based on at least one of a user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by a serving network, a user plane in-
tegrity protection algorithm supported by the terminal de-
vice, and a user plane integrity protection algorithm al-
lowed by the base station. In other words, the user plane
integrity protection algorithm carried in the security policy
is a user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by
the serving network.
[0008] Optionally, the obtaining, by a base station, a
security policy may be receiving, by the base station, the
security policy from another network element, or may be
determining, by the base station, the security policy from
at least one security policy prestored on the base station.
The security policy prestored on the base station side
may also be a security policy preconfigured on the base
station side. The base station obtains, in a plurality of
manners, the security policy from the at least one security
policy prestored on the base station. For example, a se-
curity policy that is corresponding to an identifier of the
terminal device and that is stored on the base station
may be determined based on a correspondence between
the identifier of the terminal and the security policy
prestored on the base station. For another example, a
security policy that is corresponding to a session identifier
and that is stored on the base station may be determined
based on a correspondence between the session iden-
tifier and the security policy prestored on the base station.
The solution may be similar to a solution of obtaining the
security policy by an SMF entity. Details are not described
herein.
[0009] Optionally, the sending, by the base station, a
target user plane integrity protection algorithm to the ter-
minal device includes: sending, by the base station, the
target user plane integrity protection algorithm to the ter-
minal device by using RRC signaling. The solution pro-
vided in this embodiment of this application is implement-
ed by reusing RRC signaling in the prior art, so that better
compatibility with the prior art is implemented, and a mod-
ification to the prior art is relatively small.
[0010] In an optional implementation in which the base
station sends the target user plane integrity protection
algorithm to the terminal device, the base station sends
a target signaling plane integrity protection algorithm to
the terminal device, and the terminal device also deter-
mines the received target signaling plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm as the target user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm. That is, the base station sends an in-
tegrity protection algorithm to the terminal device, and
the integrity protection algorithm is both a signaling plane
integrity protection algorithm and a user plane integrity
protection algorithm.
[0011] Optionally, before the sending, by the base sta-
tion, a target user plane integrity protection algorithm to
the terminal device, the method further includes: deter-
mining, by the base station, the target user plane integrity
protection algorithm based on a user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm supported by the terminal device and a
user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by the

base station. In this way, both a security capability of the
terminal device and a security capability of the base sta-
tion can be considered, so that the determined target
user plane integrity protection algorithm matches both
the security capability of the terminal device and the se-
curity capability of the base station.
[0012] Optionally, the user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by the base station is a user plane
integrity protection algorithm sorted based on a priority,
so that a better target user plane integrity protection al-
gorithm on the base station side can be selected. Alter-
natively, optionally, the user plane integrity protection al-
gorithm supported by the terminal device is a user plane
integrity protection algorithm sorted based on a priority,
so that a better target user plane integrity protection al-
gorithm on the terminal device side can be selected.
[0013] Optionally, the security policy further includes
a user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by a
serving network, and the determining, by the base sta-
tion, the target user plane integrity protection algorithm
based on a user plane integrity protection algorithm sup-
ported by the terminal device and a user plane integrity
protection algorithm allowed by the base station includes:
determining, by the base station, the target user plane
integrity protection algorithm based on the user plane
integrity protection algorithm allowed by the base station,
the user plane integrity protection algorithm supported
by the terminal device, and the user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm allowed by the serving network. In this
way, both the security capability of the terminal device
and the security capability of the base station can be
considered, and an actual status of the serving network
is also considered. Therefore, on one hand, the deter-
mined target user plane integrity protection algorithm can
match the security capability of the terminal device and
the security capability of the base station; on the other
hand, better matches the actual status of the serving net-
work.
[0014] Optionally, when the security policy further in-
cludes the user plane integrity protection algorithm al-
lowed by the serving network, the base station may also
determine an algorithm, included in the security policy,
other than the user plane integrity protection algorithm
allowed by the serving network, as the target user plane
integrity protection algorithm. For example, one algo-
rithm may be determined from the user plane integrity
protection algorithm allowed by the base station as the
target user plane integrity protection algorithm.
[0015] Optionally, the user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by the serving network is a user plane
integrity protection algorithm sorted based on a priority,
so that a better target user plane integrity protection al-
gorithm based on the serving network can be selected.
[0016] Optionally, the method further includes: when
the security policy further includes encryption indication
information, and the encryption indication information is
used to indicate the base station to enable encryption
protection for the terminal device, sending, by the base
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station, a target user plane encryption algorithm to the
terminal device; or when the security policy further in-
cludes a key length, sending, by the base station, the key
length to the terminal device; or when the security policy
further includes D-H indication information, and the D-H
indication information is used to indicate the base station
to enable D-H for the terminal device, sending, by the
base station, a D-H related key to the terminal device. In
this way, any information in the security policy may be
more flexibly indicated, so that a finally determined se-
curity policy is more adapted to a complex application
scenario.
[0017] Optionally, before the sending, by the base sta-
tion, a target user plane integrity protection algorithm to
the terminal device, the method further includes: receiv-
ing, by the base station, quality of service of a current
session of the terminal device from an SMF entity, and
allocating, by the base station, a target data radio bearer
to the terminal device based on at least one of the security
policy and the quality of service.
[0018] To save resources, optionally, the allocating, by
the base station, a target data radio bearer to the terminal
device based on at least one of the security policy and
the quality of service includes: when at least one historical
data radio bearer meeting a first condition exists on the
base station, determining, by the base station, one of the
at least one historical data radio bearer meeting the first
condition as the target data radio bearer, where quality
of service supported by each data radio bearer of the at
least one historical data radio bearer meeting the first
condition is the same as the quality of service of the cur-
rent session, and the security policy is the same as a
security policy supported by each data radio bearer.
[0019] Optionally, the first condition includes that qual-
ity of service of two data radio bearers is the same, and
security policies of the two data radio bearers are the
same.
[0020] To save resources, in another optional solution,
the allocating, by the base station, a target data radio
bearer to the terminal device based on at least one of
the security policy and the quality of service includes:
when no historical data radio bearer meeting a first con-
dition exists on the base station, but at least one historical
data radio bearer meeting a second condition exists on
the base station, updating, by the base station, one his-
torical data radio bearer of the at least one historical data
radio bearer meeting the second condition, and deter-
mining the historical data radio bearer as the target data
radio bearer, where quality of service supported by each
data radio bearer of the at least one historical data radio
bearer meeting the second condition is the same as the
quality of service of the current session, and the security
policy matches a security policy supported by each data
radio bearer; or quality of service supported by each data
radio bearer of the at least one historical data radio bearer
meeting the second condition matches the quality of serv-
ice of the current session, and the security policy is the
same as a security policy supported by each data radio

bearer; or quality of service supported by each data radio
bearer of the at least one historical data radio bearer
meeting the second condition matches the quality of serv-
ice of the current session, and the security policy matches
a security policy supported by each data radio bearer.
[0021] Optionally, the second condition includes that
quality of service of two data radio bearers matches each
other, and security policies of the two data radio bearers
are the same. Alternatively, optionally, the second con-
dition includes that quality of service of two data radio
bearers is the same, and security policies of the two data
radio bearers match each other. Alternatively, optionally,
the second condition includes that quality of service of
two data radio bearers matches each other, and security
policies of the two data radio bearers match each other.
[0022] To select an appropriate target data radio bear-
er, in another optional solution, the allocating, by the base
station, a target data radio bearer to the terminal device
based on at least one of the security policy and the quality
of service includes: when no historical data radio bearer
meeting a first condition exists on the base station, and
no at least one historical data radio bearer meeting a
second condition exists on the base station, creating, by
the base station, the target data radio bearer for the ter-
minal device based on at least one of the security policy
and the quality of service.
[0023] To select an appropriate target data radio bear-
er, in another optional solution, the allocating, by the base
station, a target data radio bearer to the terminal device
based on at least one of the security policy and the quality
of service includes: when no historical data radio bearer
meeting a first condition exists on the base station, cre-
ating, by the base station, the target data radio bearer
for the terminal device based on at least one of the se-
curity policy and the quality of service.
[0024] To select an appropriate target data radio bear-
er, in another optional solution, the allocating, by the base
station, a target data radio bearer to the terminal device
based on at least one of the security policy and the quality
of service includes: creating, by the base station, the tar-
get data radio bearer for the terminal device based on at
least one of the security policy and the quality of service.
[0025] Optionally, the obtaining, by a base station, a
security policy includes: receiving, by the base station,
the security policy from the SMF entity; or receiving, by
the base station, an identifier of the security policy from
the SMF entity, and obtaining the security policy based
on the identifier of the security policy.
[0026] Optionally, in this embodiment of this applica-
tion, the method further includes: obtaining, by the base
station, a signaling plane security algorithm supported
by the terminal device; determining, by the base station,
a target signaling plane security algorithm based on the
signaling plane security algorithm supported by the ter-
minal device and a signaling plane security algorithm al-
lowed by the base station; and adding, by the base sta-
tion, the target signaling plane security algorithm to an
access stratum AS security mode command SMC, and
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sending the AS SMC to the terminal device. In this way,
a signaling plane algorithm and a user plane security
algorithm may be decoupled, so that the user plane se-
curity algorithm and the signaling plane security algo-
rithm are separately negotiated, to provide a basis for
more flexibly determining the user plane security algo-
rithm.
[0027] Optionally, when determining to enable user
plane integrity protection, the base station enables user
plane integrity protection.
[0028] Optionally, when determining to enable user
plane encryption protection, the base station enables us-
er plane encryption protection.
[0029] Optionally, when the base station determines
not to enable user plane integrity protection temporarily,
or the base station currently cannot determine whether
to enable user plane integrity protection, the base station
does not enable user plane integrity protection.
[0030] Optionally, when the base station determines
not to enable user plane encryption protection temporar-
ily, or the base station currently cannot determine wheth-
er to enable user plane encryption protection, the base
station does not enable user plane encryption protection.
[0031] "Temporarily" means that there is a time period.
That user plane integrity protection is not enabled tem-
porarily means that user plane integrity protection is not
enabled within one time period, but user plane integrity
protection is enabled in another time period. That user
plane encryption protection is not enabled temporarily
means that user plane encryption protection is not ena-
bled within one time period, but user plane encryption
protection is enabled in another time period.
[0032] In an optional implementation, it is stipulated in
a network that after an AS security mode command is
received, user plane encryption protection may be ena-
bled, but whether to enable user plane integrity protection
is notified to the terminal device by using an RRC recon-
figuration message. In this case, the terminal device can-
not determine whether to enable user plane integrity pro-
tection.
[0033] In another optional implementation, it is stipu-
lated in a network that after an AS security mode com-
mand is received, only signaling plane security is enabled
(signaling plane integrity protection and/or signaling
plane encryption protection are/is enabled), but whether
to enable user plane integrity protection and whether to
enable user plane encryption protection are notified to
the terminal device by using an RRC reconfiguration
message. In this case, whether to enable user plane in-
tegrity protection and whether to enable user plane en-
cryption protection cannot be determined.
[0034] Optionally, not enabling user plane integrity pro-
tection includes: when whether to enable user plane in-
tegrity protection cannot be determined or it is deter-
mined not to enable user plane integrity protection tem-
porarily, generating a user plane integrity protection key
but not performing user plane integrity protection by using
the user plane integrity protection key; and when it is

determined to enable user plane integrity protection, per-
forming user plane integrity protection by using the user
plane integrity protection key. In this implementation, the
user plane integrity protection algorithm is obtained be-
fore the user plane integrity protection key is generated,
for example, the signaling plane integrity protection al-
gorithm may also be used as the user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm.
[0035] Optionally, not enabling user plane integrity pro-
tection includes: when it is determined to enable user
plane integrity protection, generating a user plane integ-
rity protection key, and performing user plane integrity
protection by using the user plane integrity protection
key. That is, when whether to enable user plane integrity
protection cannot be determined or it is determined not
to enable user plane integrity protection temporarily, the
user plane integrity protection key may not be generated
when user plane integrity protection is not enabled. Cor-
respondingly, for example, for the terminal device and
the base station, if it is determined that the terminal device
and the base station always do not enable user plane
integrity protection (for example, which may be a preset
condition), the user plane integrity protection key may
not be generated.
[0036] Optionally, not enabling user plane encryption
protection includes: when whether to enable user plane
encryption protection cannot be determined or it is de-
termined not to enable user plane encryption protection
temporarily, generating a user plane encryption key, but
not performing user plane encryption protection by using
the user plane encryption key; and when it is determined
to enable user plane encryption protection, performing
user plane encryption protection by using the user plane
encryption key. In this implementation, the user plane
encryption algorithm is obtained before the user plane
encryption key is generated, for example, the signaling
plane encryption algorithm may also be used as the user
plane encryption algorithm. Optionally, not enabling user
plane encryption protection includes: when it is deter-
mined to enable user plane encryption protection, gen-
erating a user plane encryption key, and performing user
plane encryption protection by using the user plane en-
cryption key. That is, when whether to enable user plane
encryption protection cannot be determined or it is de-
termined not to enable user plane encryption protection
temporarily, the user plane encryption key may not be
generated. Correspondingly, for example, for the termi-
nal device and the base station, if it is determined that
the terminal device and the base station always do not
enable user plane encryption protection (for example,
which may be a preset condition), the user plane encryp-
tion key may not be generated.
[0037] Optionally, the base station obtains integrity
protection indication information and/or encryption indi-
cation information, and determines, based on the ob-
tained integrity protection indication information, whether
to enable integrity protection, or determines, based on
the encryption indication information, whether to enable
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user plane encryption protection. The integrity protection
indication information is used to indicate whether to en-
able user plane integrity protection, and the encryption
indication information is used to indicate whether to en-
able user plane encryption protection.
[0038] Optionally, there are a plurality of manners of
obtaining the integrity protection indication information
and/or the encryption indication information by the base
station. For example, the base station generates the in-
tegrity protection indication information and/or the en-
cryption indication information through determining or re-
ceives at least one of the integrity protection indication
information and the encryption indication information
sent by another network element. The another network
element may be the SMF entity.
[0039] Optionally, the base station may send at least
one of the integrity protection indication information and
the encryption indication information to the terminal de-
vice, so that the terminal device determines whether to
enable user plane integrity protection and/or whether to
enable user plane encryption protection. Alternatively,
the terminal device determines whether to enable user
plane integrity protection and/or whether to enable user
plane encryption protection.
[0040] Optionally, the integrity protection indication in-
formation and/or the encryption indication information
may be bit information or an identifier of an algorithm.
For example, the integrity protection indication informa-
tion is an identifier of the target user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm. For another example, the encryption
indication information is an identifier of the target user
plane encryption protection algorithm. For another ex-
ample, 1-bit information is used to indicate the integrity
protection indication information or the encryption indi-
cation information. For another example, 2-bit informa-
tion is used to indicate the integrity protection indication
information and the encryption indication information. Ac-
cording to a second aspect, an embodiment of this ap-
plication provides a communication method, including:
receiving, by an SMF entity, a request message, where
the request message includes a parameter related to a
security policy; obtaining, by the SMF entity, the security
policy or an identifier of the security policy based on the
parameter related to the security policy; and sending, by
the SMF entity, the security policy or the identifier of the
security policy to a base station, where the security policy
includes integrity protection indication information, and
the integrity protection indication information is used to
indicate the base station whether to enable integrity pro-
tection for a terminal device. On one hand, because a
user plane security algorithm is independently negotiat-
ed, flexibility of separately determining the user plane
security algorithm and a signaling plane security algo-
rithm is improved. On the other hand, because the integ-
rity protection indication information is added, flexibility
of determining the target user plane integrity protection
algorithm of the terminal device is improved.
[0041] Optionally, the integrity protection indication in-

formation is an identifier of a user plane integrity protec-
tion algorithm. That is, if it is determined that the security
policy carries an identifier of a user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm, it may be determined that the base sta-
tion enables integrity protection for the terminal device.
The security policy in this embodiment may carry one or
more identifiers of user plane integrity protection algo-
rithms (which may be referred to as an algorithm list).
The user plane integrity protection algorithm carried in
the security policy in this embodiment may be determined
based on at least one of a user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by a serving network, a user plane in-
tegrity protection algorithm supported by the terminal de-
vice, and a user plane integrity protection algorithm al-
lowed by the base station. In other words, the user plane
integrity protection algorithm carried in the security policy
is a user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by
the serving network.
[0042] Optionally, the parameter related to the security
policy includes at least one of an identifier of the terminal
device, a data network name DNN of the terminal device,
an identifier of a slice of the terminal device, quality of
service of the terminal device, and a session identifier of
the terminal device. In this way, the security policy may
be formulated based on different identifiers from different
perspectives or at different granularities, and this is more
flexible.
[0043] Optionally, the obtaining, by the SMF entity, the
security policy or an identifier of the security policy based
on the parameter related to the security policy includes:
when the parameter related to the security policy includes
the identifier of the terminal device, obtaining, by the SMF
entity, the security policy based on the identifier of the
terminal device and an association relationship between
the identifier of the terminal device and the security policy.
In this way, the security policy may be determined at a
granularity of the terminal device, so that different termi-
nal devices can be corresponding to different security
policies.
[0044] In another optional implementation, the obtain-
ing, by the SMF entity, the security policy or an identifier
of the security policy based on the parameter related to
the security policy includes: when the parameter related
to the security policy includes the identifier of the slice of
the terminal device, obtaining, by the SMF entity, the se-
curity policy based on the identifier of the slice of the
terminal device and an association relationship between
the identifier of the slice and the security policy. In this
way, the security policy may be determined at a granu-
larity of the slice, so that a terminal device accessing
different slices can be corresponding to different security
policies.
[0045] In another optional implementation, the obtain-
ing, by the SMF entity, the security policy or an identifier
of the security policy based on the parameter related to
the security policy includes: when the parameter related
to the security policy includes the session identifier of the
terminal device, obtaining, by the SMF entity, the security
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policy based on the session identifier of the terminal de-
vice and an association relationship between the session
identifier and the security policy. In this way, the security
policy may be determined at a granularity of a session,
so that a terminal device initiating different sessions can
be corresponding to different security policies.
[0046] In another optional implementation, the obtain-
ing, by the SMF entity, the security policy or an identifier
of the security policy based on the parameter related to
the security policy includes: when the parameter related
to the security policy includes the quality of service of the
terminal device, obtaining, by the SMF entity, the security
policy based on the quality of service of the terminal de-
vice. In this way, the security policy may be determined
at a granularity of the quality of service, so that a terminal
device initiating different quality of service can be corre-
sponding to different security policies.
[0047] Optionally, the security policy further includes
at least one of the following content: encryption indication
information, where the encryption indication information
is used to indicate the base station to enable encryption
protection for the terminal device; a key length; D-H in-
dication information, where the D-H indication informa-
tion is used to indicate the base station to enable D-H for
the terminal device; and a user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by the serving network. In this way,
any information in the security policy may be more flexibly
indicated, so that a finally determined security policy is
more adapted to a complex application scenario.
[0048] Optionally, the SMF entity sends integrity pro-
tection indication information and/or encryption indica-
tion information to the base station. The integrity protec-
tion indication information is used to indicate whether to
enable user plane integrity protection, and the encryption
indication information is used to indicate whether to en-
able encryption protection. Optionally, the SMF entity de-
termines whether to enable user plane integrity protec-
tion and/or whether to enable user plane encryption pro-
tection in a plurality of implementations. Refer to subse-
quent embodiments, or refer to the implementation in
which the base station determines whether to enable us-
er plane integrity protection and/or whether to enable us-
er plane encryption protection, and details are not de-
scribed herein again.
[0049] According to a third aspect, an embodiment of
this application provides a base station, where the base
station includes a memory, a transceiver, and a proces-
sor; the memory is configured to store an instruction; the
processor is configured to execute the instruction stored
in the memory and control the transceiver to perform sig-
nal receiving and signal sending; and when the processor
executes the instruction stored in the memory, the base
station is configured to perform the method according to
any one of the first aspect or the implementations of the
first aspect.
[0050] According to a fourth aspect, an embodiment
of this application provides an SMF entity, where the SMF
entity includes a memory, a transceiver, and a processor;

the memory is configured to store an instruction; the proc-
essor is configured to execute the instruction stored in
the memory and control the transceiver to perform signal
receiving and signal sending; and when the processor
executes the instruction stored in the memory, the SMF
entity is configured to perform the method according to
any one of the second aspect or the implementations of
the second aspect.
[0051] According to a fifth aspect, an embodiment of
this application provides a base station, configured to
implement the method according to any one of the first
aspect or the implementations of the first aspect, and
including corresponding functional modules, separately
configured to implement steps in the foregoing method.
[0052] According to a sixth aspect, an embodiment of
this application provides an SMF entity, configured to im-
plement the method according to any one of the second
aspect or the implementations of the second aspect, and
including corresponding functional modules, separately
configured to implement steps in the foregoing method.
[0053] According to a seventh aspect, an embodiment
of this application provides a computer storage medium,
where the computer storage medium stores an instruc-
tion; and when the instruction runs on a computer, the
computer performs the method according to any one of
the first aspect or the possible implementations of the
first aspect.
[0054] According to an eighth aspect, an embodiment
of this application provides a computer storage medium,
where the computer storage medium stores an instruc-
tion; and when the instruction runs on a computer, the
computer performs the method according to any one of
the second aspect or the possible implementations of the
second aspect.
[0055] According to a ninth aspect, an embodiment of
this application provides a computer program product in-
cluding an instruction, and when the computer program
product runs on a computer, the computer performs the
method according to any one of the first aspect or the
possible implementations of the first aspect.
[0056] According to a tenth aspect, an embodiment of
this application provides a computer program product in-
cluding an instruction, and when the computer program
product runs on a computer, the computer performs the
method according to any one of the second aspect or the
possible implementations of the second aspect.
[0057] In the embodiments of this application, the se-
curity policy includes the integrity protection indication
information, and the integrity protection indication infor-
mation is used to indicate the base station whether to
enable integrity protection for the terminal device. The
base station obtains the security policy. When the integ-
rity protection indication information indicates the base
station to enable integrity protection for the terminal de-
vice, the base station sends the target user plane integrity
protection algorithm to the terminal device. In this way,
whether to enable integrity protection for the terminal de-
vice may be selected flexibly based on the security policy.
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In addition, only when integrity protection is enabled for
the terminal device, the base station sends the target
user plane integrity protection algorithm to the terminal
device. On one hand, because a user plane security al-
gorithm is independently negotiated, flexibility of sepa-
rately determining the user plane security algorithm and
a signaling plane security algorithm is improved. On the
other hand, because the integrity protection indication
information is added, flexibility of determining the target
user plane integrity protection algorithm of the terminal
device is improved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0058]

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of a system architec-
ture to which an embodiment of this application is
applicable;
FIG. 2 is a schematic flowchart of a communication
method according to an embodiment of this applica-
tion;
FIG. 2a is a schematic flowchart of another commu-
nication method according to an embodiment of this
application;
FIG. 2b is a schematic flowchart of another commu-
nication method according to an embodiment of this
application;
FIG. 3 is a schematic structural diagram of a base
station according to an embodiment of this applica-
tion;
FIG. 4 is a schematic structural diagram of a terminal
device according to an embodiment of this applica-
tion;
FIG. 5 is a schematic structural diagram of another
base station according to an embodiment of this ap-
plication; and
FIG. 6 is a schematic structural diagram of another
terminal device according to an embodiment of this
application.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0059] FIG. 1 shows an example of a schematic dia-
gram of a system architecture to which embodiments of
this application is applicable. As shown in FIG. 1, a 5G
system architecture includes a terminal device 101. The
terminal device 101 may communicate with one or more
core networks by using a radio access network (Radio
Access Network, RAN for short). The terminal device
may refer to user equipment (User Equipment, UE), an
access terminal device, a subscriber unit, a subscriber
station, a mobile station, a mobile console, a remote sta-
tion, a remote terminal device, a mobile device, a user
terminal device, a terminal device, a wireless communi-
cations device, a user agent, or a user apparatus. The
access terminal device may be a cell phone, a cordless
phone, a Session Initiation Protocol (Session Initiation

Protocol, SIP for short) phone, a wireless local loop (Wire-
less Local Loop, WLL for short) station, a personal digital
assistant (Personal Digital Assistant, PDA for short), a
handheld device having a wireless communication func-
tion, a computing device or another processing device
that is connected to a wireless modem, an in-vehicle de-
vice, a wearable device, a terminal device in a future 5G
network, or the like.
[0060] A base station 102 is connected to the terminal
device 101. Optionally, the base station 102 may be a
5G NodeB (generation NodeB, gNB), may be an evolved
eNB, or may be a new base station such as an LTE
NodeB eNB, a 3G NodeB NB, or an evolved 5G NodeB,
and may be written as an (R) AN in English. The base
station 102 may be a device configured to communicate
with the terminal device. For example, the base station
102 may be a base transceiver station (Base Transceiver
Station, BTS) in a GSM system or CDMA, may be a
NodeB (NodeB, NB) in a WCDMA system, may be an
evolved NodeB (Evolved NodeB, eNB or eNodeB) in an
LTE system, or may be a 5G base station. Alternatively,
the network device may be a relay node, an access point,
an in-vehicle device, a wearable device, a network-side
device in a future 5G network, a network device in a future
evolved PLMN network, or the like.
[0061] A session management function (Session Man-
agement Function, SMF) entity 103 may be a function
split from a mobility management module (Mobility Man-
agement Entity, MME) in LTE, and may be mainly re-
sponsible for establishing a user session, and only after
the user session is established, data can be received and
transmitted. The MME in the LTE system is a network
element responsible for security, mobility management,
and session management on a core network side. Secu-
rity means that the terminal device 101 needs to perform
mutual authentication with a network when the terminal
device 101 accesses the network initially. After mutual
authentication, the terminal device 101 and the core net-
work generate a key. After the key is generated, the ter-
minal device 101 and the MME perform algorithm nego-
tiation, namely, security capability negotiation. Mobility
management is to record location information of the ter-
minal device 101, and select an appropriate user plane
network element device for the terminal device 101
based on the location information of the terminal device
101. Session management is to be responsible for es-
tablishing a user plane link of the terminal device 101.
The terminal device 101 can access the network only
after a data plane link of a user is established.
[0062] A user plane function (User Plane Function,
UPF) entity 104 may be a combination of a serving gate-
way (Serving Gateway, S-GW) and a public data network
gateway (Public Data Network Gateway, P-GW) in the
LTE system, is a user plane functional network element
of the terminal device 101, and is mainly responsible for
connecting to an external network.
[0063] A dedicated network (Dedicated Network, DN)
105 may be network that provides a service for the ter-
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minal device 101. For example, some DNs may provide
a network access function for the terminal device 101,
and some DNs may provide an SMS message function
for the terminal device 101. A policy control function (Pol-
icy Control Function, PCF) 106 is further included.
[0064] An authentication server function (Authentica-
tion Server Function, AUSF) entity 107 interacts with an
authentication credential repository and processing func-
tion (Authentication Credential Repository and Process-
ing Function, ARPF) and terminates an authentication
request from an SEAF. The authentication server func-
tion entity 107 is also a function split from a home sub-
scriber server (Home Subscriber Server, HSS) in the LTE
system. The AUSF 107 may be an independent network
element. The HSS in the LTE system may store subscrip-
tion information of the user and a long-term key of the
user.
[0065] The ARPF may be integrated into a user data
management (User Data Management, UDM) entity 108
as a part of the UDM. The ARPF is split from the HSS in
LTE, and is mainly used to store the long-term key.
Processing related to the long-term key is also completed
here.
[0066] A function of an access and mobility manage-
ment (Access and Mobility Management Function, AMF)
entity 109 is to manage an access problem of the terminal
device 101, and further manage mobility of the terminal
device 101. The function may be a mobility management
module (Mobility Management, MM) function in the MME
in LTE, and further includes a function of access man-
agement. A slice select function (Slice select Function,
SSF) 110 is further included.
[0067] A security anchor function (Security anchor
function, SEAF) entity 111 is responsible for authentica-
tion functions of the terminal device 101 and a network
side, and stores an anchor key (anchor key) after authen-
tication succeeds.
[0068] A security context management function (Se-
curity Context Management Function, SCMF) entity 112
obtains a key from the SEAF 111 and further derives
another key, and is a function split from the MME. In an
actual situation, the SEAF 111 and the SCMF 112 may
further be combined into one separate authentication
function (Authentication function, AUF) entity. As shown
in FIG. 1, the SEAF 111 and the SCMF 112 are combined
into the AMF 109 to form one network element.
[0069] FIG. 1 further shows possible implementations
of an interface in each network element, for example, an
NG2 interface between the base station 102 and the AMF
entity 109, and an NG9 interface between the base sta-
tion 102 and the UPF entity 104. Details are not described
herein.
[0070] FIG. 2 shows an example of a schematic flow-
chart of a communication method according to an em-
bodiment of this application.
[0071] Based on the foregoing content, this embodi-
ment of this application provides a communication meth-
od. As shown in FIG. 2, the method includes the following

steps.
[0072] Step 201: A base station obtains a signaling
plane security algorithm supported by a terminal device.
Optionally, there are a plurality of manners of obtaining
the signaling plane security algorithm supported by the
terminal device. The signaling plane security algorithm
supported by the terminal device at least includes at least
one signaling plane encryption algorithm and at least one
signaling plane integrity protection algorithm. For exam-
ple, the signaling plane security algorithm is received
from an AMF. For another example, the signaling plane
security algorithm is directly obtained from the terminal
device by using a signaling message or preconfigured
on the base station.
[0073] In this embodiment of this application, a solution
is provided to implement step 201. Specifically, the ter-
minal device sends a non-access stratum (Non-Access
Stratum, NAS) message to the base station. The NAS
message is a signaling plane message exchanged be-
tween the terminal device and a core network, for exam-
ple, an LTE attach request (attach request) or a 5G reg-
istration request (Registration Request). In this embodi-
ment, a 5G registration request message is used as an
example for description, and same processing may be
performed for another NAS message in a similar step.
The terminal device sends a registration request (Reg-
istration Request) to the base station. The registration
request carries the signaling plane security algorithm
supported by the terminal device.
[0074] Optionally, in the foregoing example, the regis-
tration request may also carry a user plane security al-
gorithm supported by the terminal device. The user plane
security algorithm supported by the terminal device may
include a user plane integrity protection algorithm sup-
ported by the terminal device and a user plane encryption
algorithm supported by the terminal device. Any two al-
gorithms of the signaling plane encryption algorithm sup-
ported by the terminal device, the signaling plane integrity
protection algorithm supported by the terminal device,
the user plane integrity protection algorithm supported
by the terminal device, and the user plane encryption
algorithm supported by the terminal device may be the
same or different. In an optional solution, the terminal
device may separately report the signaling plane integrity
protection algorithm supported by the terminal device,
the signaling plane encryption algorithm supported by
the terminal device, the user plane integrity protection
algorithm supported by the terminal device, and the user
plane encryption algorithm supported by the terminal de-
vice. Alternatively, if at least two of the four algorithms
are the same, the terminal device may report one of two
same algorithms. For example, if the signaling plane in-
tegrity protection algorithm supported by the terminal de-
vice is the same as the user plane integrity protection
algorithm supported by the terminal device, the terminal
device reports only one same algorithm corresponding
to the signaling plane integrity protection algorithm sup-
ported by the terminal device and the user plane integrity
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protection algorithm supported by the terminal device. If
the signaling plane encryption algorithm supported by
the terminal device is the same as the user plane encryp-
tion algorithm supported by the terminal device, the ter-
minal device reports only one same algorithm corre-
sponding to the signaling plane encryption algorithm sup-
ported by the terminal device and the user plane encryp-
tion algorithm supported by the terminal device.
[0075] In another optional implementation, if the sign-
aling plane encryption algorithm supported by the termi-
nal device, the signaling plane integrity protection algo-
rithm supported by the terminal device, the user plane
integrity protection algorithm supported by the terminal
device, and the user plane encryption algorithm support-
ed by the terminal device are all the same, the terminal
device may report only one algorithm to indicate the four
algorithms. For example, algorithms reported by the ter-
minal device are EEA 1, EEA 2, EIA 1, and EIA 2. Then,
EEA 1 and EEA 2 may be selected as both the signaling
plane encryption algorithm and the user plane encryption
algorithm. Similarly, EIA 1 and EIA 2 may be selected as
both the signaling plane integrity protection algorithm and
the user plane integrity protection algorithm.
[0076] For another example, algorithms reported by
the terminal device are EEA 11, EEA 12, EIA 11, EIA 12,
EEA 21, EEA 23, EIA 21, and EIA 22. Then, EEA 11 and
EEA 12 may be selected as the signaling plane encryp-
tion algorithm. EEA 21 and EEA 23 may be selected as
the user plane encryption algorithm. EIA 11 and EIA 12
may be selected as the signaling plane integrity protec-
tion algorithm. EIA 21 and EIA 22 may be selected as
the user plane integrity protection algorithm. For another
example, algorithms reported by the terminal device are
EEA 11, EEA 12, EIA 1, EIA 2, EEA 21, EEA 23, EIA 21,
and EIA 22. Then, EEA 11 and EEA 12 may be selected
as the signaling plane encryption algorithm. EEA 21 and
EEA 23 may be selected as the user plane encryption
algorithm. EIA 1 and EIA 2 may be selected as both the
signaling plane integrity protection algorithm and the user
plane integrity protection algorithm. For another exam-
ple, algorithms reported by the terminal device are EEA
1, EEA 2, EIA 11, EIA 12, EIA 21, and EIA 22. Then, EEA
1 and EEA 2 may be selected both as the signaling plane
encryption algorithm and the user plane encryption algo-
rithm. EIA 11 and EIA 12 may be selected as the signaling
plane integrity protection algorithm. EIA 21 and EIA 22
may be selected as the user plane integrity protection
algorithm.
[0077] In another aspect, in an optional implementa-
tion solution, the terminal device may report, by using a
plurality of pieces of signaling, the signaling plane secu-
rity algorithm supported by the terminal device, the user
plane integrity protection algorithm supported by the ter-
minal device, and the user plane encryption algorithm
supported by the terminal device, where one piece of
signaling includes one algorithm. In another optional so-
lution, the signaling plane security algorithm supported
by the terminal device, the user plane integrity protection

algorithm supported by the terminal device, and the user
plane encryption algorithm supported by the terminal de-
vice are reported by using one or more pieces of signal-
ing, where one piece of signaling includes one or more
algorithms. When one piece of signaling includes a plu-
rality of algorithms, some fields may be predefined in the
signaling, and the fields are used to carry corresponding
algorithms. For example, a first field, a second field, and
a third field are successively set. The first field is prede-
fined to place the signaling plane security algorithm sup-
ported by the terminal device. The second field is prede-
fined to place the user plane integrity protection algorithm
supported by the terminal device. The third field is pre-
defined to place the user plane encryption algorithm sup-
ported by the terminal device. Alternatively, when the
three algorithms are the same, only one algorithm is re-
ported in one piece of signaling, and another network
element considers by default that the algorithm is the
signaling plane security algorithm supported by the ter-
minal device, the user plane integrity protection algorithm
supported by the terminal device, and the user plane en-
cryption algorithm supported by the terminal device. For
example, security capabilities reported by the terminal
device are EEA 1, EEA 2, EIA 1, and EIA 2. Then, EEA
1 and EEA 2 may be selected as both the signaling plane
encryption algorithm and the user plane encryption algo-
rithm. Similarly, EIA 1 and EIA 2 may be selected as both
the signaling plane integrity protection algorithm and the
user plane integrity protection algorithm. For another ex-
ample, security capabilities reported by UE are EEA 11,
EEA 12, EIA 11, EIA 12, EEA 21, EEA 23, EIA 21, and
EIA 22. Then, EEA 11 and EEA 12 may be selected as
the signaling plane encryption algorithm. EEA 21 and
EEA 23 may be selected as the user plane encryption
algorithm. EIA 11 and EIA 12 may be selected as the
signaling plane integrity protection algorithm. EIA 21 and
EIA 22 may be selected as the user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm. For another example, security capabil-
ities reported by UE are EEA 11, EEA 12, EIA 1, EIA 2,
EEA 21, EEA 23, EIA 21, and EIA 22. Then, EEA 11 and
EEA 12 may be selected as the signaling plane encryp-
tion algorithm. EEA 21 and EEA 23 may be selected as
the user plane encryption algorithm. EIA 1 and EIA 2 may
be selected as both the signaling plane integrity protec-
tion algorithm and the user plane integrity protection al-
gorithm.
[0078] Optionally, the base station forwards the regis-
tration request to the AMF. Optionally, the AMF sends a
first registration accept message (Registration Accept)
to the base station after the AMF performs mutual au-
thentication with the base station and performs another
registration procedure with another core network ele-
ment, such as an SEAF, an AUSF, an SMF, a PCF, or a
UDM. The base station forwards the received first regis-
tration accept message to the terminal device. Forward-
ing means that the message is not changed. However,
an additional parameter is added to the message be-
cause interfaces carrying the message have different
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functions, to implement a message transmission func-
tion. For example, the first registration accept message
is sent to the base station through an N2 interface. In
addition to the first registration accept message, the N2
interface has information that the base station needs to
know. The base station forwards the first registration ac-
cept message to the UE by using an RRC message. In
addition to the first registration message, the RRC mes-
sage may include at least other information that the UE
needs to know, or information that can be used to find
the UE. Alternatively, the first registration accept mes-
sage is converted to some extent, for example, format
conversion is performed based on different interfaces,
and the converted first registration accept message is
forwarded to the terminal device. In this step, if an inter-
face between the AMF and the base station is NG2, the
first registration accept message is carried by using an
NG2 message. The first registration accept message fur-
ther carries a base key (Kan) generated by the AMF or
the SEAF for the base station, and the signaling plane
security algorithm supported and reported by the terminal
device. Optionally, a registration request message may
be placed in a NAS container, and the base key (Kan)
and a security capability of the terminal device may be
placed in the NAS container or may be placed outside
the NAS container.
[0079] Step 202: The base station determines a target
signaling plane security algorithm based on the signaling
plane security algorithm supported by the terminal device
and a signaling plane security algorithm allowed by the
base station.
[0080] In step 202, optionally, the base station may
preconfigure the signaling plane security algorithm al-
lowed by the base station. Optionally, an algorithm in-
cluded in the signaling plane security algorithm allowed
by the base station is sorted based on a priority, for ex-
ample, is sorted based on an operator preference or
based on a local actual environment configuration. Op-
tionally, the signaling plane security algorithm allowed
by the base station may be configured for the base station
by using a network management device, or may be con-
figured in a process of installing a software environment
during establishment of the base station, or may be con-
figured in another manner.
[0081] In step 202, a possible implementation is as fol-
lows: The base station selects, based on the signaling
plane security algorithm supported by the terminal device
and the signaling plane security algorithm that is allowed
by the base station and that is sorted based on a priority,
a signaling plane security algorithm that is supported by
the terminal device and that has a highest priority, as the
target signaling plane security algorithm. The target sig-
naling plane security algorithm may include one encryp-
tion algorithm and/or one integrity protection algorithm.
[0082] One possible specific implementation is as fol-
lows: The base station selects a set of all algorithms that
exist in the signaling plane security algorithm supported
by the terminal device and that also exist in the signaling

plane security algorithm allowed by the base station, and
selects an algorithm with a relatively high priority in the
signaling plane security algorithm allowed by the base
station from the set of algorithms, as the target signaling
plane security algorithm.
[0083] It should be noted herein that the signaling
plane security algorithm allowed by the base station and
a user plane security algorithm allowed by the base sta-
tion may be configured or preconfigured for the base sta-
tion based on at least the operator preference. The sig-
naling plane security algorithm allowed by the base sta-
tion includes at least one signaling plane encryption al-
gorithm allowed by the base station and/or at least one
signaling plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by
the base station. The user plane security algorithm al-
lowed by the base station includes at least one user plane
encryption algorithm allowed by the base station and/or
at least one user plane integrity protection algorithm al-
lowed by the base station. In addition, the at least one
signaling plane encryption algorithm allowed by the base
station and/or the at least one signaling plane integrity
protection algorithm allowed by the base station in the
signaling plane security algorithm allowed by the base
station are/is sorted based on a priority, and priority sort-
ing may be determined by an operator. The user plane
security algorithm allowed by the base station may be or
may not be sorted based on a priority. When the user
plane security algorithm allowed by the base station is
the same as the signaling plane security algorithm al-
lowed by the base station, and a priority of the user plane
security algorithm allowed by the base station is the same
as a priority of the signaling plane security algorithm al-
lowed by the base station, the base station may store
only one set of algorithms sorted based on a priority, that
is, store a user plane security algorithm that is allowed
by the base station and that is sorted based on a priority,
or a signaling plane security algorithm that is allowed by
the base station and that is sorted based on a priority.
[0084] Optionally, the base station generates only a
signaling plane related key based on the target signaling
plane security algorithm, for example, a signaling plane
integrity protection key and a signaling plane encryption
key. The signaling plane related key is, for example, a
Radio Resource Control (Radio Resource Control, RRC)
related key, and specifically may be an RRC integrity
protection key (Krrc-int) and an RRC encryption key (Kr-
rc-enc). The base station may generate the key based
on a base key (Kan). Kan is obtained by the base station
from a core network element, such as the access and
mobility management function (Access and mobility
management Function, AMF) or the AUSF.
[0085] Step 203: The base station adds the target sig-
naling plane security algorithm to an access stratum (Ac-
cess Stratum, AS) security mode command (Security
mode command, SMC), and sends the AS SMC to the
terminal device.
[0086] Optionally, in step 203, the base station may
send the AS SMC to the terminal device in a plurality of
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implementations. The AS SMC includes indication infor-
mation of the target signaling plane security algorithm,
for example, an identifier of the target signaling plane
security algorithm.
[0087] Further, the base station may further add the
signaling plane security algorithm supported by the ter-
minal device to the AS SMC. Optionally, integrity protec-
tion may be performed on the AS SMC by using the sig-
naling plane integrity protection key generated by the
base station.
[0088] Optionally, after receiving the AS SMC, the ter-
minal device determines the target signaling plane secu-
rity algorithm based on the indication information of the
target signaling plane security algorithm, and generates
the signaling plane related key (a method for generating
the signaling plane related key by the terminal device is
the same as a method for generating the signaling plane
related key by the base station), and checks integrity pro-
tection on the AS SMC based on a signaling plane integ-
rity protection key. If it is determined that integrity pro-
tection on the AS SMC is qualified, it is determined that
the signaling plane integrity protection key on the terminal
device side is the same as the signaling plane integrity
protection key used by the base station for the AS SMC.
Optionally, after step 203, the method further includes
step 204: The terminal device sends an AS security mode
command complete (Security mode command complete,
SMP) to the base station.
[0089] Optionally, the terminal device may perform en-
cryption and/or integrity protection on the AS SMP by
using the generated signaling plane related key. Option-
ally, after the base station checks that encryption protec-
tion and integrity protection on the AS SMP message are
correct, the base station forwards the received first reg-
istration accept information to the terminal device, or con-
verts the first registration accept message to some ex-
tent, for example, performs format conversion on the first
registration accept message based on different interfac-
es to obtain a second registration accept message (Reg-
istration Accept) message, and sends the second regis-
tration accept message to the terminal device. Then, op-
tionally, the terminal device returns registration complete
(Registration Complete) to the AMF.
[0090] Based on the foregoing example, it can be
learned that in this embodiment of this application, only
a purpose of negotiating the target signaling plane secu-
rity algorithm by the base station and the terminal device
is implemented by using the AS SMC procedure, and the
signaling plane security algorithm and the user plane se-
curity algorithm are decoupled. The signaling plane se-
curity algorithm and the user plane security algorithm
may be separately determined, thereby improving com-
munication flexibility.
[0091] Further, in the foregoing example, an optional
solution is as follows: The terminal device reports, by
sending a registration request, the signaling plane secu-
rity algorithm supported by the terminal device. Option-
ally, the terminal device may also add the user plane

integrity protection algorithm supported by the terminal
device and the user plane encryption algorithm support-
ed by the terminal device to the registration request for
reporting. For a specific optional reporting solution, refer
to the foregoing embodiment, and details are not de-
scribed herein again.
[0092] Optionally, the signaling plane security algo-
rithm supported by the terminal device may also be clas-
sified into a signaling plane security algorithm supported
by the terminal device on a NAS stratum and a signaling
plane security algorithm supported by the terminal device
on an AS stratum. The signaling plane security algorithm
supported by the terminal device on the AS stratum may
also be referred to as a signaling plane security algorithm
supported by the terminal device at an RRC layer. When
reporting the signaling plane security algorithm support-
ed by the terminal device, the user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm supported by the terminal device, and
the user plane encryption algorithm supported by the ter-
minal device, the terminal device may add indication in-
formation to each security algorithm. Alternatively, some
fields may be predefined, and a manner of placing a cor-
responding algorithm in a corresponding field is used to
identify whether each security algorithm belongs to the
signaling plane or the user plane or belongs to the NAS
stratum or the AS stratum. For example, a field is prede-
fined to place the signaling plane security algorithm, and
another field is predefined to place the user plane security
algorithm. For another example, a field is predefined to
place a security algorithm on the NAS stratum, and an-
other field is predefined to place a security algorithm on
the AS stratum. Alternatively, the terminal device reports
all security algorithms supported by the terminal device
to the AMF, and the AMF instead of the terminal device
distinguishes whether the security algorithms belong to
the signaling plane or the user plane. Alternatively, the
AMF forwards the security algorithms to the base station,
and the base station performs distinguishing.
[0093] Correspondingly, when the AMF sends the first
registration accept message to the base station, all the
security algorithms reported by the terminal device may
be sent to the base station, such as the signaling plane
security algorithm, the user plane integrity protection al-
gorithm supported by the terminal device, and the user
plane encryption algorithm supported by the terminal de-
vice. Alternatively, only the signaling plane security al-
gorithm that is supported by the terminal device and that
is required by the base station to negotiate the target
signaling plane security algorithm is sent to the base sta-
tion. Alternatively, only the signaling plane security algo-
rithm supported by the terminal device at the RRC layer
is transmitted.
[0094] To be compatible with the prior art, optionally,
the base station may add, to the AS SMC message, in-
dication information for only negotiating the target sign-
aling plane security algorithm. After the terminal device
parses the AS SMC message and finds that the indication
information for only negotiating the target signaling plane
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security algorithm exists, the terminal device generates
the signaling plane related key based only on the deter-
mined target signaling plane security algorithm. In this
way, only one set of target signaling plane security algo-
rithms is negotiated between the terminal device and the
base station. If the terminal device finds that the indication
information for only negotiating the target signaling plane
security algorithm does not exist after parsing the AS
SMC information, the terminal device determines the de-
termined target signaling plane security algorithm as a
target security algorithm, and the target security algo-
rithm is used to generate the signaling plane related key
and a user plane related key. The user plane related key
includes a user plane encryption key and a user plane
integrity protection key. The signaling plane related key
includes a signaling plane encryption key and a signaling
plane integrity protection key. In this way, one set of target
signaling plane security algorithms and one set of target
user plane security algorithms are negotiated between
the terminal device and the base station.
[0095] Optionally, to be compatible with the prior art,
the base station may add, to the AS SMC information,
indication information used to indicate to negotiate the
target signaling plane security algorithm and/or indication
information used to indicate to negotiate the user plane
related key. For example, one bit is added, and the bit
may be newly added or obtained by reusing a current bit.
For example, if the bit is 0, it indicates that only the target
signaling plane security algorithm is to be negotiated; or
if the bit is 1, it indicates that both the target signaling
plane security algorithm and the user plane related key
are to be negotiated.
[0096] In this embodiment of this application, the target
signaling plane security algorithm includes the target sig-
naling plane integrity protection algorithm and the target
signaling plane encryption algorithm. Optionally, two dif-
ferent target signaling plane integrity protection algorithm
and target signaling plane encryption algorithm may be
negotiated by using the AS SMC procedure, or one target
signaling plane security algorithm is negotiated and is
used as both the target signaling plane integrity protec-
tion algorithm and the target signaling plane encryption
algorithm.
[0097] In another optional implementation solution, at
least one of the target signaling plane integrity protection
algorithm and the target signaling plane encryption algo-
rithm may be negotiated by using the AS SMC procedure,
and the other target signaling plane security algorithm
may be negotiated by using another procedure.
[0098] Optionally, the target signaling plane security
algorithm negotiated by the base station and the terminal
device may be indicated by using an identifier of the al-
gorithm. In an optional implementation solution, regard-
less of whether the target signaling plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm is the same as or different from the tar-
get signaling plane encryption algorithm, the target sig-
naling plane integrity protection algorithm and the target
signaling plane encryption algorithm are indicated by us-

ing identifiers of two algorithms. In another optional im-
plementation solution, if the target signaling plane integ-
rity protection algorithm is the same as the target sign-
aling plane encryption algorithm, an identifier of one al-
gorithm may be used to indicate the target signaling plane
integrity protection algorithm and the target signaling
plane encryption algorithm; and if the target signaling
plane integrity protection algorithm is different from the
target signaling plane encryption algorithm, identifiers of
two algorithms are used to indicate the target signaling
plane integrity protection algorithm and the target sign-
aling plane encryption algorithm.
[0099] In another optional solution, this embodiment
of this application includes the target signaling plane se-
curity algorithm and the target user plane security algo-
rithm. In an optional implementation solution, regardless
of whether the target signaling plane security algorithm
is the same as or different from the target user plane
security algorithm, the target signaling plane security al-
gorithm and the target user plane security algorithm are
indicated by using identifiers of two sets of algorithms.
In another optional implementation solution, if the target
signaling plane security algorithm is the same as the tar-
get user plane security algorithm, identifiers of one set
of algorithms may be used to indicate the target signaling
plane security algorithm and the target user plane secu-
rity algorithm; and if the target signaling plane security
algorithm is different from the target user plane security
algorithm, identifiers of two sets of algorithms are used
to indicate the target signaling plane security algorithm
and the target user plane security algorithm. Identifiers
of one set of algorithms corresponding to the target sig-
naling plane security algorithm include an identifier of at
least one target signaling plane integrity protection algo-
rithm and an identifier of at least one target signaling
plane encryption algorithm. According to the foregoing
example, in the identifiers of one set of algorithms cor-
responding to the target signaling plane security algo-
rithm, an identifier of one algorithm or identifiers of two
algorithms may be used to represent the target signaling
plane integrity protection algorithm and the target sign-
aling plane encryption algorithm. Correspondingly, iden-
tifiers of one set of algorithms corresponding to the target
user plane security algorithm include an identifier of at
least one target user plane integrity protection algorithm
and an identifier of at least one target user plane encryp-
tion algorithm. According to the foregoing example, in
the identifiers of one set of algorithms corresponding to
the target user plane security algorithm, an identifier of
one algorithm or identifiers of two algorithms may be used
to represent the target signaling plane integrity protection
algorithm and the target user plane encryption algorithm.
[0100] FIG. 2a shows an example of a schematic flow-
chart of another communication method according to an
embodiment of this application.
[0101] Based on the foregoing description, this embod-
iment of this application provides another communication
method. As shown in FIG. 2a, the method includes the

23 24 



EP 4 340 537 A2

14

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

following steps.
[0102] Optionally, step 211: An SMF entity receives a
request message, where the request message may in-
clude an identifier of a terminal device. Optionally, the
request message received by the SMF entity may include
a plurality of types, such as a registration request (Reg-
istration Request), a service request (Service Request),
or a session establishment request (Session Establish-
ment Request). The session establishment request may
also be referred to as a PDU session establishment re-
quest.
[0103] Optionally, if the request message is a service
request, the service request may first be sent by the ter-
minal device to a base station, the base station forwards
the service request to an AMF, and then AMF directly
forwards the service request. Forwarding means sending
the message to the AMF without changing content of the
original message. When the message is sent to the AMF,
another parameter may be added based on a factor such
as an interface, or the message is converted based on
interface information and then sent to the SMF. If an in-
terface between the base station and the AMF is an N2
interface, and an interface between the AMF and the SMF
is N11, the service request forwarded by the base station
to the AMF is a request that matches the N2 interface,
and the service request forwarded by the AMF to the
SMF is a request that matches the N11 interface. The
service request is a NAS stratum request. Optionally, the
request message may be alternatively a registration re-
quest.
[0104] Optionally, if the request message is a session
establishment request, the session establishment re-
quest may first be sent by the terminal device to the AMF,
and then the AMF directly forwards the session estab-
lishment request. Forwarding means sending the mes-
sage to the AMF without changing content of the original
message. When the message is sent to the AMF, another
parameter may be added based on a factor such as an
interface, or the message is converted based on interface
information and then sent to the SMF
[0105] Optionally, before the terminal device sends the
session establishment request, the terminal device may
be in a session connection disconnected state. Option-
ally, the terminal device and the base station may perform
the registration procedure in the foregoing step again,
that is, the terminal device may send a registration re-
quest to the base station, to implement registration of the
terminal device, and re-negotiate a target signaling plane
security algorithm between the terminal device and the
base station in an AS SMC and an AS SMP in the reg-
istration procedure.
[0106] In the foregoing step, the identifier of the termi-
nal device may include any one or more of an IMSI, an
IMEI, or a temporary identity.
[0107] Step 212: The SMF entity obtains a security pol-
icy or an identifier of the security policy based on a pa-
rameter related to the security policy.
[0108] Step 213: The SMF entity sends the security

policy or the identifier of the security policy to a base
station, where the security policy includes integrity pro-
tection indication information, and the integrity protection
indication information is used to indicate the base station
whether to enable integrity protection for the terminal de-
vice.
[0109] Optionally, the SMF or another network element
connected to the SMF stores a correspondence between
the security policy and the identifier of the security policy.
In this case, the security policy is completely preconfig-
ured on the SMF, the base station, the UE, or the another
network element connected to the SMF. For example,
the security policy is configured based on a specific serv-
ice, such as a security policy of a VoIP voice service. For
example, the security policy is configured based on a
service vendor, such as a water meter plant. There are
a plurality of configuration bases, which are not listed one
by one herein. After the SMF determines the security
policy for the terminal device by using the identifier or
another parameter of the terminal device, the identifier
of the security policy that is corresponding to the security
policy may be obtained. The SMF transmits the identifier
of the security policy to the base station, and the base
station may perform user plane security protection based
on the security policy corresponding to the identifier of
the security policy. For example, the correspondence be-
tween the security policy and the identifier of the security
policy is preconfigured on the SMF, and the SMF deter-
mines the identifier of the security policy based on content
in the service request message, for example, the identi-
fier of the terminal device. For another example, if the
correspondence between the security policy and the
identifier of the security policy is preconfigured on a PCF,
the SMF needs to obtain the identifier of the security pol-
icy from a PDC. For another example, both the SMF and
the PCF have a preconfigured identifier of the security
policy, and the identifier of the security policy that is pre-
configured on the PCF may cover the identifier of the
security policy that is configured on the SMF, that is, the
SMF transmits the identifier of the security policy that is
obtained from the PCF to the base station.
[0110] In an optional implementation, the SMF entity
directly sends the security policy or the identifier of the
security policy to the base station. For example, the SMF
entity sends the security policy corresponding to the iden-
tifier of the terminal device to the base station based on
the identifier of the terminal device and a preset relation-
ship between the terminal device and the identifier of the
security policy. The preset security policy may be preset
on the SMF, or may be preset on the PCF or another
network element. The preset security policy and identifier
of the security policy may be preset on the SMF, or may
be preset on the PCF or another network element. In
another optional implementation, after the SMF entity re-
ceives the request message, and before the SMF entity
sends the security policy or the identifier of the security
policy to the base station based on the request message,
the method further includes that the SMF entity obtains
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the security policy based on the request message. In
another optional implementation, after the SMF entity re-
ceives the request message, and before the SMF entity
sends the security policy or the identifier of the security
policy to the base station based on the request message,
the method further includes that the SMF obtains the
identifier of the security policy based on the security pol-
icy.
[0111] In another aspect, optionally, the security policy
identified by the identifier of the security policy or the
security policy that is sent by the SMF entity to the base
station may be a previously generated security policy, or
may be a newly generated security policy.
[0112] In step 213, the SMF entity sends the security
policy or the identifier of the security policy to the base
station in a plurality of forms. For example, the SMF entity
may generate the security policy based on the parameter
related to the security policy. For example, the security
policy may be generated based on the identifier of the
terminal device or a session identifier, or some genera-
tion rules may be preset, or all security policies may be
preconfigured.
[0113] Optionally, the base station may send, based
on some information carried in the request message, a
security policy or an identifier of the security policy that
is applicable to the terminal device or the current request
message of the terminal device. Optionally, the param-
eter related to the security policy includes at least one of
the identifier of the terminal device, a data network name
(Data network name, DNN) of the terminal device, an
identifier of a slice of the terminal device, quality of service
of the terminal device, and a session identifier of the ter-
minal device. Optionally, the parameter related to the se-
curity policy includes at least one of the identifier of the
terminal device, the DNN of the terminal device, the iden-
tifier of the slice of the terminal device, the quality of serv-
ice of the terminal device, the session identifier of the
terminal device, and a flow identifier of the terminal de-
vice.
[0114] An association relationship in this embodiment
of this application may include a correspondence, or may
include some rules, or may include a relationship be-
tween some correlations. For example, a correspond-
ence between the related parameter and the security pol-
icy may be preset, and then a security policy correspond-
ing to the related parameter is found. For example, a
security policy corresponding to the identifier of the slice
is determined based on the identifier of the slice. For
another example, a security policy corresponding to the
session identifier is determined based on the session
identifier. For another example, a security policy corre-
sponding to the session identifier and the identifier of the
slice is determined based on an association relationship
among the session identifier, the identifier of the slice,
and the security policy.
[0115] In another optional implementation, the param-
eter related to the security policy includes the identifier
of the terminal device, and the SMF entity obtains the

security policy based on the identifier of the terminal de-
vice and an association relationship between the identi-
fier of the terminal device and the security policy. For
example, the correspondence between the terminal de-
vice and the security policy may be stored on the SMF
or another network element connected to the SMF. For
example, there is a correspondence between the termi-
nal device and the security policy. For example, in user
subscription data, there is a correspondence between an
IMSI and a security policy. Therefore, different security
policies may be set for different terminal devices based
on some service performance requirements of the termi-
nal devices and the like.
[0116] For another example, an association relation-
ship between the identifier of the terminal device and the
security policy may be preset. For example, the identifier
of the terminal device is associated with a plurality of
security policies, and then one security policy may be
selected from the plurality of security policies associated
with the identifier of the terminal device, or the security
policy may be further determined based on another pa-
rameter, in the related parameter, different from the iden-
tifier of the terminal device. For example, one security
policy associated with the session identifier is selected
from the plurality of security policies associated with the
identifier of the terminal device in combination with the
session identifier. For another example, a flow identifier
of the quality of service is determined based on the quality
of service, and then a security policy of the corresponding
quality of service is determined based on the flow iden-
tifier of the quality of service.
[0117] For example, a terminal device of the Internet
of Things is only responsible for reading and sending
data of a water meter, that is, sending the data of the
water meter to a water plant monthly at a fixed date.
Therefore, a security policy of the terminal device is fixed,
an identifier of the terminal device may be set to corre-
spond to one security policy, and optionally, the security
policy may be obtained from user subscription data
stored on a UDM.
[0118] To more clearly describe this embodiment of
this application, the following further describes in detail
several examples of sending the security policy or the
identifier of the security policy based on the related pa-
rameter. For details, refer to the following implementation
a1, implementation a2, implementation a3, and imple-
mentation a4.

Implementation a1

[0119] An identifier of a slice of a terminal device is
information about a slice accessed by the terminal device
in a 5G application scenario, and is used to indicate a
slice to which the terminal device is to access.
[0120] A parameter related to a security policy includes
the identifier of the slice of the terminal device, and an
SMF entity obtains the security policy based on the iden-
tifier of the slice of the terminal device and an association
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relationship between the identifier of the slice and the
security policy. Specifically, one terminal device may be
corresponding to an identifier of at least one slice. For
example, the terminal device may access different slices,
and user plane data of the terminal device may be cor-
responding to different security policies in the different
slices.
[0121] The terminal device adds slice selection assist-
ance information (network slice selection assistance in-
formation, NSSAI) to an SR message or a PDU session
establishment request (session establishment request).
The SMF obtains a security policy corresponding to the
NSSAI. If a security policy of a slice corresponding to the
NSSAI is unique, a security policy obtained by the termi-
nal device when accessing the slice is unique. If the NS-
SAI information includes at least one slice, a slice needs
to be selected based on a security policy of the slice
currently accessed by the terminal device (security pol-
icies of different slices may be different). If the security
policy of the current slice is unique after the accessed
slice is determined, the security policy obtained by the
terminal device when accessing the slice is unique. If the
security policy of the current slice is not unique, the ter-
minal device needs to further determine the security pol-
icy based on other information. There are a plurality of
implementations in which the terminal device needs to
further determine the security policy based on other in-
formation. For example, the terminal device makes se-
lection based on at least one identifier, in the related pa-
rameter, different from the identifier of the slice, for ex-
ample, by using the identifier of the terminal device or
the session identifier.

Implementation a2

[0122] A session identifier of a terminal device is a ses-
sion identifier corresponding to a session corresponding
to a current request message of the terminal device. For
example, that the terminal device performs an Internet
(internet) service (such as browsing a web page, watch-
ing a video, and chatting using WeChat) is a session.
The terminal device accesses an intranet of a company
in which the terminal device is located, and uses a com-
pany-specific service (for example, a company meeting),
and this is another session. The terminal device access-
es a network of making a VoIP call, and this is another
session. Herein, a session identifier of the Internet (in-
ternet) access service may be set to 1; a session identifier
of the intranet of the company is 2; and a session identifier
of the VoIP call is 3.
[0123] A parameter related to a security policy includes
the session identifier of the terminal device, and an SMF
entity obtains the security policy based on the session
identifier of the terminal device and an association rela-
tionship between the session identifier and the security
policy. In this way, for a same terminal device, when the
terminal device initiates different sessions, different se-
curity policies may be selected for the different sessions.

[0124] For example, there is a normal terminal device,
and the terminal device enables only services of making
a call and sending an SMS message. The two services
respectively belong to two sessions. Therefore, quality
of service and security policies are different depending
on different sessions. For the service of making a call,
user plane integrity protection does not need to be ena-
bled, and key mixing is not required. A 128-bit user plane
encryption algorithm is used, and a user plane encryption
key length is 128 bits. For the SMS message service,
user plane integrity protection needs to be enabled, and
key mixing is required. A 128-bit user plane encryption
algorithm is used, a 128-bit (bit) user plane encryption
key is used, a 256-bit user plane integrity protection al-
gorithm is used, and a 256-bit user plane integrity pro-
tection key is used.
[0125] For example, a service corresponding to the
session identifier is an ultra low latency service. To en-
sure a low latency, the security policy needs to use a
user plane integrity protection algorithm and a user plane
encryption algorithm that have a relatively low security
level, such as a 128-bit user plane integrity protection
algorithm and user plane encryption algorithm, and a
128-bit user plane integrity protection key and user plane
encryption key; or no user plane integrity protection al-
gorithm or user plane encryption algorithm is enabled.
For another example, the service corresponding to the
session identifier is a service with a high reliability re-
quirement. Then, not only a user plane encryption key is
required for encryption protection, but also a user plane
integrity protection key is required for integrity protection.
In addition, a user plane integrity protection algorithm
and a user plane encryption algorithm that have a rela-
tively high security level, such as a 256-bit user plane
integrity protection algorithm and user plane encryption
algorithm, and a 256-bit user plane integrity key and user
plane encryption key need to be selected. For another
example, the service corresponding to the session iden-
tifier is a common service, such as a voice service. Then,
only user plane encryption key protection may be re-
quired, and user plane integrity protection is not required.
In addition, a 256-bit user plane encryption algorithm may
be required, but a 128-bit user plane encryption key is
sufficient. It can be learned that, in this embodiment of
this application, different security policies may be select-
ed depending on different services, to meet a dynamic
requirement of user plane security.

Implementation a3

[0126] After accessing one slice, a terminal device may
initiate a plurality of sessions. Therefore, an identifier of
the one slice may be corresponding to a plurality of ses-
sion identifiers. A correspondence described herein is a
logical correspondence. In an actual application, this
does not necessarily mean that a correspondence be-
tween the session identifier and the identifier of the slice
may be specified.
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[0127] An SMF entity obtains a security policy corre-
sponding to the identifier of the slice and the session
identifier based on an association relationship among an
identifier of the terminal device, the identifier of the slice,
the session identifier, and the security policy. In this way,
division of a finer granularity may be obtained, and a se-
curity policy is separately selected for different sessions
initiated in a same slice accessed by a same terminal
device.

Implementation a4

[0128] Optionally, an SMF entity obtains a security pol-
icy of a terminal device based on an association relation-
ship between a flow identifier and the security policy. In
this way, division of a finer granularity may be obtained,
and a security policy is separately selected based on
specific content of a same session initiated in a same
network accessed by a same terminal device.
[0129] For example, the terminal device supports an
Internet access service. Therefore, a data flow of Internet
access may be browsing a web page or may be watching
a video. For this terminal device, the Internet access serv-
ice belongs to a session 1. Then, browsing a web page
is a flow 1, and watching a video is a flow 2. The SMF
sets up quality of service for the flow 1 when finding that
there is no quality of service supporting the flow 1. The
flow 2 has the same case. If the SMF finds that the quality
of service of both the flow 1 and the flow 2 is available,
the SMF directly sends the quality of service to a base
station.

Implementation a4

[0130] A parameter related to a security policy includes
quality of service of a terminal device, and an SMF entity
obtains the security policy based on the quality of service
of the terminal device. Optionally, some quality of service
corresponding to an identifier of the terminal device may
be obtained based on the identifier of the terminal device
that is included in a request message. For example, the
quality of service is that the terminal device requires a
low latency, high security, and the like. Then, a set of
security policies is set for the terminal device based on
the quality of service. In this embodiment of this applica-
tion, the security policy may be preconfigured on the SMF
or a PCF, or quality of service corresponding to a DNN
may be obtained from a UPF and/or a UDM, and then a
security policy is obtained based on the quality of service.
Default quality of service is entered on the UDM at the
time of subscription. The UPF may learn of dynamic qual-
ity of service from an external network processing call or
an SMS message, or may learn of the dynamic quality
of service from the PCF, or may preconfigure the dynamic
quality of service.
[0131] Optionally, the parameter related to the security
policy includes a DNN of the terminal device, and a set
of security policies is correspondingly set based on the

DNN. For example, the DNN is Youku. There are many
video services in the Youku network, and therefore a se-
curity policy set for the terminal device may have a lower
latency. For another example, the DNN is a finance re-
lated website, and therefore a security policy set for the
terminal device needs to have higher security.
[0132] Further, quality of service corresponding to the
DNN may be obtained based on the DNN from a core
network element such as the PCF/the UPF or the UDM.
The quality of service carries a security policy, or a se-
curity policy is later set based on the quality of service.
Quality of service obtained from the PCF is dynamic qual-
ity of service information, and quality of service obtained
from the UDM is default quality of service information at
the time of user subscription.
[0133] Optionally, the SMF may obtain information
from the UDM by sending a subscription data request
(Subscription Data Request) to the UDM, and receiving
a subscription data response (Subscription Data Re-
sponse) from the UDM. The SMF may obtain information
from the PCF by using PDU-CAN session modification
(PDU-CAN session modification) information. The SMF
may obtain information from the UPF by sending a ses-
sion establishment/modification request (Session Estab-
lishment/Modification Request) to the UPF and receiving
a session establishment/modification response (Session
Establishment/Modification Response) from the UDM.
[0134] In implementation a4, the quality of service may
be identified by using an identifier (Identification, ID) by
a quality of service flow (Quality of Service flow, QoS
flow), which may be referred to as a QoS Flow ID, QFI
for short. In this embodiment of this application, a quality
of service profile (QoS Profile) is identified by using the
QFI.
[0135] The quality of service may include a plurality of
parameters, such as a 5G QoS indicator (QoS Indicator,
SQI). The 5QI is used to identify performance character-
istics (Performance characteristics), which may include
any one or more of a resource type ((Guaranteed flow
bit rate, GBR) or Non-GBR), a packet latency degree,
and a bit error rate, and may further include another pa-
rameter. The 5QI is a basic parameter used by a network
element to allocate a resource to the quality of service.
[0136] The quality of service may further include an
allocation and retention Priority (allocation and retention
Priority, ARP), and the priority may be identified by 1 to
15, indicating a priority of requesting a resource by the
quality of service and whether establishment of a data
radio bearer can be rejected because of a resource re-
striction.
[0137] The quality of service may further include two
parameters, used to define whether a resource (for ex-
ample, a data radio bearer) corresponding to other quality
of service may be preempted or whether a data radio
bearer established for the quality of service may be
preempted by other quality of service.
[0138] Optionally, for data content with a GBR, the
quality of service may further include: a GBR guaranteed
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flow bit rate (Guaranteed flow bit rate), which may be
used for uplink and downlink. The data content with the
GBR may be a session or a flow, and GBR data has a
corresponding service level. Different service levels may
also be corresponding to different quality of service. Non-
GBR data is corresponding to a default service level. For
example, for an operator, call making needs to be guar-
anteed. Therefore, call making has a GBR guarantee.
For an ordinary SMS message service, that is, non-GBR,
a small latency will not be a problem. In addition, for ex-
ample, if a service of the operator is bought for a Tencent
game, a non-GBR service flow of the Tencent game be-
comes GBR.
[0139] Optionally, the quality of service further includes
a maximum flow bit rate (Maximum Flow Bit Rate, MF-
BR), and all flows (flow) of one session add up and cannot
exceed the rate. Once the rate is exceeded, refer to the
ARP to determine whether to reject establishment or to
preempt another resource.
[0140] Optionally, the quality of service further includes
notification control (Notification control). This setting is
on or off. If a data radio bearer cannot be set up for the
quality of service, it is necessary to determine, based on
on/off of the notification control, whether to notify the ter-
minal device.
[0141] Optionally, the security policy further includes
at least one of the following content: encryption indication
information, where the encryption indication information
is used to indicate the base station to enable encryption
protection for the terminal device; a key length; D-H in-
dication information, where the D-H indication informa-
tion is used to indicate the base station to enable D-H for
the terminal device; and a user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by a serving network. That is, the se-
curity policy may further include any one or more of:
whether to enable user plane encryption, whether to en-
able user plane integrity protection, whether to use a 128-
bit or 256-bit encryption/decryption algorithm, whether to
use a 128-bit or 256-bit key length, and whether to enable
key mixing. Some specific examples are provided. For
example, bits are used to indicate content included in the
security policy. For example, a bit sequence 0000000
indicates not to enable user plane encryption protection,
and not to enable user plane integrity protection. Be-
cause both are not enabled, there are all 0. For another
example, a bit sequence 1010100 indicates to enable
user plane encryption protection but not to enable user
plane integrity protection, to use a 128-bit encryption al-
gorithm, and not to enable key mixing. It should be noted
that only examples are given, and all examples that com-
ply with this rule are covered by this patent. In this em-
bodiment of this application, key mixing refers to D-H,
and D-H is a key mixing algorithm.
[0142] Optionally, when the SMF entity determines
that encryption indication information needs to be ena-
bled in the security policy of the terminal device, the se-
curity policy may further include a user plane encryption
algorithm allowed by the serving network. Alternatively,

the user plane encryption algorithm allowed to appear in
the security policy means that user plane encryption
needs to be enabled. Optionally, the serving network is
a network that provides a service for the terminal device.
[0143] Optionally, the security policy may include a key
length of the user plane integrity protection algorithm, or
may include a key length of the user plane encryption
algorithm. Alternatively, the allowed user plane encryp-
tion algorithm appears in the security policy and the al-
gorithm is 256 bits, indicating that a key length of 256
bits is used.
[0144] Optionally, before the base station obtains the
security policy, the method further includes that the base
station sends first priority indication information to an ac-
cess and mobility management AMF entity. The first pri-
ority indication information is used to indicate that the
user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by the
base station is not sorted based on a priority.
[0145] Optionally, the AMF forwards the first priority
indication information to the SMF. Therefore, after ob-
taining the first priority indication information, the SMF
learns that the user plane integrity protection algorithm
allowed by the base station is not sorted based on a pri-
ority. Therefore, the SMF performs priority sorting on the
user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by the
serving network, or performs priority sorting on the user
plane integrity protection algorithm supported by the ter-
minal device. The user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm supported by the terminal device is obtained from
the AMF.
[0146] In another optional implementation, if the SMF
does not obtain the first priority indication information, or
the SMF learns, in another manner, that the user plane
integrity protection algorithm allowed by the base station
is sorted based on a priority, optionally the SMF does not
perform priority sorting on the user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm allowed by the serving network. Option-
ally, priority sorting may be performed on the user plane
integrity protection algorithm allowed by the serving net-
work based on many factors, for example, based on fac-
tors such as a current operator preference and a local
serving network environment.
[0147] Optionally, before the base station obtains the
security policy, the method further includes that the base
station sends second priority indication information to the
access and mobility management AMF entity. The sec-
ond priority indication information is used to indicate
whether the user plane encryption allowed by the base
station is not sorted based on a priority.
[0148] Optionally, the AMF forwards the second prior-
ity indication information to the SMF. Therefore, after ob-
taining the second priority indication information, the
SMF learns that the user plane encryption algorithm al-
lowed by the base station is not sorted based on a priority.
Therefore, the SMF performs priority sorting on the user
plane encryption algorithm allowed by the serving net-
work, or performs priority sorting on the user plane en-
cryption algorithm supported by the terminal device. The
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user plane encryption algorithm supported by the termi-
nal device is obtained from the AMF.
[0149] In another optional implementation, if the SMF
does not obtain the second priority indication information,
or the SMF learns, in another manner, that the user plane
encryption algorithm allowed by the base station is sorted
based on a priority, optionally the SMF does not perform
priority sorting on the user plane encryption algorithm
allowed by the serving network. Optionally, priority sort-
ing may be performed on the user plane encryption al-
gorithm allowed by the serving network based on many
factors, for example, based on factors such as a current
operator preference and a local serving network environ-
ment.
[0150] In the foregoing example, the priority of the user
plane encryption algorithm and the priority of the user
plane integrity protection algorithm are separately de-
scribed. In another optional implementation, one piece
of indication information is used to indicate priorities of
both the user plane encryption algorithm and the user
plane integrity protection algorithm.
[0151] Optionally, before the base station obtains the
security policy, the method further includes that the base
station sends third priority indication information to the
access and mobility management AMF entity. The third
priority indication information is used to indicate that both
the user plane encryption algorithm and the user plane
integrity protection algorithm that are allowed by the base
station are not sorted based on a priority. The user plane
encryption algorithm and the user plane integrity protec-
tion algorithm may be the same or different.
[0152] Optionally, the AMF forwards the third priority
indication information to the SMF. Therefore, after ob-
taining the third priority indication information, the SMF
learns that the user plane encryption algorithm and the
user plane integrity protection algorithm that are allowed
by the base station are not sorted based on a priority.
Therefore, the SMF performs priority sorting on the user
plane encryption algorithm and the user plane integrity
protection algorithm that are allowed by the serving net-
work or performs priority sorting on the user plane en-
cryption algorithm and the user plane integrity protection
algorithm that are supported by the terminal device. The
user plane encryption algorithm and the user plane in-
tegrity protection algorithm that are supported by the ter-
minal device are obtained from the AMF.
[0153] In another optional implementation, if the SMF
does not obtain the third priority indication information,
or the SMF learns, in another manner, that the user plane
encryption algorithm and the user plane integrity protec-
tion algorithm that are allowed by the base station are
sorted based on a priority. Optionally, the SMF does not
perform priority sorting on the user plane encryption al-
gorithm allowed by the serving network. Optionally, pri-
ority sorting may be performed, based on many factors,
on the user plane encryption algorithm and the user plane
integrity protection algorithm that are allowed by the serv-
ing network, for example, based on factors such as a

current operator preference and a local network environ-
ment.
[0154] FIG. 2b shows an example of a schematic flow-
chart of another communication method according to an
embodiment of this application.
[0155] Based on the foregoing content, this embodi-
ment of this application provides a communication meth-
od. As shown in FIG. 2b, the method includes the follow-
ing steps.
[0156] Step 221: A base station obtains a security pol-
icy, where the security policy includes integrity protection
indication information, and the integrity protection indi-
cation information is used to indicate the base station
whether to enable integrity protection for a terminal de-
vice.
[0157] Similar to the foregoing content, optionally, the
security policy may further include an allowed user plane
encryption algorithm, a user plane integrity protection al-
gorithm allowed by a serving network, and indication in-
formation indicating whether to enable key mixing. Op-
tionally, the user plane encryption algorithm allowed by
the serving network may include enabling user plane en-
cryption protection and key length information. For ex-
ample, when the user plane encryption algorithm is 256
bits, a 256-bit key is used. Optionally, if an empty encryp-
tion algorithm occurs in the user plane encryption algo-
rithm allowed by the serving network, the base station is
allowed not to enable user plane encryption protection.
Optionally, if the user plane integrity protection algorithm
allowed by the serving network appears in the security
policy, the base station enables user plane integrity pro-
tection. Optionally, a key length is determined based on
bit information of the integrity algorithm, that is, a 256-bit
integrity algorithm uses a 256-bit key. Optionally, the al-
lowed user plane integrity protection algorithm does not
have an empty algorithm. If no integrity protection algo-
rithm appears in the security policy, integrity protection
is not enabled. Optionally, the base station may also be
notified of the key length information by using other in-
formation, for example, by using bit information.
[0158] Step 222: When the integrity protection indica-
tion information indicates the base station to enable in-
tegrity protection for the terminal device, the base station
determines a target user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm.
[0159] Step 223: The base station sends the target us-
er plane integrity protection algorithm to the terminal de-
vice. For how the base station sends the target user plane
integrity protection algorithm to the terminal device, refer
to the foregoing content, and details are not described
herein again.
[0160] Optionally, the foregoing AS SMC and AS SMP
procedures may further be included between step 221
and step 223, and are used to re-negotiate a target sig-
naling plane security algorithm between the base station
and the terminal device. Specifically, step 201 to step
204 may be added between step 221 and step 223.
[0161] Optionally, that the base station obtains the se-
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curity policy includes: the base station receives the se-
curity policy from an SMF entity. Alternatively, optionally,
the base station pre-stores the security policy, and then
the base station receives an identifier of the security pol-
icy from the SMF entity and obtains the security policy
based on the identifier of the security policy.
[0162] Optionally, a (Directory System Protocol,
SDAP) layer may be defined on the base station to map
quality of service to a Packet Data Convergence Protocol
(Packet Data Convergence Protocol, PDCP) layer. Each
PDCP layer is corresponding to one DRB. Therefore, a
previously defined security level needs to be further di-
vided on an RAN side. If security is still performed at the
PDCP layer, user plane encryption and decryption and
integrity protection are still completed at the PDCP layer.
Because one PDCP layer is corresponding to one DRB,
only DRB-level security processing can be performed on
the RAN side. If security or partial security processing
may be moved up to the SDAP layer, QoS-flow-level se-
curity processing may be implemented. Partial security
means that if only user plane integrity protection is based
on a flow granularity, only security processing related to
integrity protection needs to be placed at the SDAP layer.
If user plane encryption and decryption and integrity pro-
tection processing are based on the flow granularity, they
all need to be completed at the SDAP layer. Therefore,
a precondition for security processing based on the flow
granularity level is that security or partial security is im-
plemented at the SDAP layer.
[0163] For example, there are four service flows (IP-
flow) and three QoS flows in one session. NAS-level map-
ping indicates first-time QoS processing. An IP flow is
mapped as a QoS flow, represented by a QFI (QoS flow
ID). It can be seen that an IP flow 1 and an IP flow 4 are
placed in a QFI 1, and each of other flows is in one sep-
arate QFI. At the SDAP layer, the SDAP layer maps QFIs
of different flows to different PDCP layers. It can be seen
that the QFI 1 and a QFI 2 are placed on one PDCP entity
(PDCP entity), indicating that the QFI 1 and the QFI 2
are transmitted by using one DRB. (One PDCP entity is
corresponding to one DRB bearer), and a QFI-3 is placed
on another PDCP entity-2, which is another DRB bearer.
[0164] Optionally, a user plane integrity protection al-
gorithm allowed by the base station is a user plane in-
tegrity protection algorithm sorted based on a priority.
Alternatively, a user plane integrity protection algorithm
supported by the terminal device is a user plane integrity
protection algorithm sorted based on a priority. Priority
sorting may be performed, based on a local operator pref-
erence, a local environment, or the like, on the user plane
integrity protection algorithm allowed by the base station,
and the user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed
by the base station may be preconfigured on the base
station. Priority sorting may be performed, based on net-
work access subscription content of the terminal device,
a preference of the terminal device, and/or the like, on
the user plane integrity protection algorithm supported
by the terminal device, and may be performed by the

terminal device at the time of subscription or buying more
services. Optionally, the security policy may include the
user plane integrity protection algorithm supported by the
terminal device.
[0165] Optionally, in step 222, in an optional implemen-
tation solution, the security policy includes at least one
user plane integrity protection algorithm. The base sta-
tion directly determines one user plane integrity protec-
tion algorithm in the at least one user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm included in the security policy, as the
target user plane integrity protection algorithm. In another
optional solution, that the base station determines the
target user plane integrity protection algorithm includes:
the base station determines the target user plane integrity
protection algorithm based on the user plane integrity
protection algorithm supported by the terminal device
and the user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed
by the base station.
[0166] The base station may determine the target user
plane integrity protection algorithm in several optional
implementations. For example, the base station deter-
mines at least one algorithm that belongs to the user
plane integrity protection algorithm supported by the ter-
minal device and that also belongs to the user plane in-
tegrity protection algorithm allowed by the base station,
and determines the target user plane integrity protection
algorithm in the at least one algorithm. Optionally, if the
user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by the
base station is a user plane integrity protection algorithm
sorted based on a priority, an algorithm with a relatively
high priority or a highest priority in the user plane integrity
protection algorithm allowed by the base station is deter-
mined from the at least one algorithm as the target user
plane integrity protection algorithm. Optionally, if the user
plane integrity protection algorithm supported by the ter-
minal device is a user plane integrity protection algorithm
sorted based on a priority, the base station determines
an algorithm with a relatively high priority or a highest
priority in the user plane integrity protection algorithm
supported by the terminal device, from the at least one
algorithm as the target user plane integrity protection al-
gorithm.
[0167] Optionally, the security policy further includes
the user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by
the serving network. Optionally, the user plane integrity
protection algorithm allowed by the serving network is a
user plane integrity protection algorithm sorted based on
a priority. Optionally, the user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by the serving network may be pre-
configured on the SMF. A priority of the user plane integ-
rity protection algorithm allowed by the serving network
may be sorted based on factors such as an operator pref-
erence and/or a local environment. Optionally, that the
base station determines the target user plane integrity
protection algorithm based on the user plane integrity
protection algorithm supported by the terminal device
and the user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed
by the base station includes the following: The base sta-
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tion determines the target user plane integrity protection
algorithm based on the user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by the base station, the user plane
integrity protection algorithm supported by the terminal
device, and the user plane integrity protection algorithm
allowed by the serving network. Specifically, when the
user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by the
serving network is sorted based on a priority, selection
is made by using priority sorting allowed by the serving
network as a primary condition or by using priority sorting
allowed by the base station as the primary condition. Us-
ing which priority sorting depends on a policy of a local
operator or other information. For example, a current user
plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by the base
station is updated recently, and the user plane integrity
protection algorithm allowed by the serving network was
updated a long time ago. Therefore, the priority sorting
of the user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed
by the base station is used as the primary condition. For
another example, the priority sorting of the user plane
integrity protection algorithm allowed by the base station
is used as the primary condition by default. If the user
plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by the serv-
ing network is not sorted based on a priority, the priority
sorting of the user plane integrity protection algorithm
allowed by the base station is used as the primary con-
dition.
[0168] The base station may determine the target user
plane integrity protection algorithm in several optional
implementations. For example, the base station deter-
mines at least one algorithm that belongs to the user
plane integrity protection algorithm supported by the ter-
minal device, that also belongs to the user plane integrity
protection algorithm allowed by the base station, and that
also belongs to the user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm allowed by the serving network, and determines
the target user plane integrity protection algorithm from
the at least one algorithm. Optionally, if the user plane
integrity protection algorithm allowed by the base station
is a user plane integrity protection algorithm sorted based
on a priority, an algorithm with a relatively high priority or
a highest priority in the user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by the base station is determined from
the at least one algorithm as the target user plane integrity
protection algorithm. Optionally, if the user plane integrity
protection algorithm supported by the terminal device is
a user plane integrity protection algorithm sorted based
on a priority, the base station determines an algorithm
with a relatively high priority or a highest priority in the
user plane integrity protection algorithm supported by the
terminal device, from the at least one algorithm as the
target user plane integrity protection algorithm. Option-
ally, if the user plane integrity protection algorithm al-
lowed by the serving network is a user plane integrity
protection algorithm sorted based on a priority, the base
station determines an algorithm with a relatively high pri-
ority or a highest priority in the user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm allowed by the serving network, from

the at least one algorithm as the target user plane integrity
protection algorithm. Optionally, the network in this em-
bodiment of this application may include a 5G network
or a network evolving from the 5G network.
[0169] Optionally, the method further includes the fol-
lowing: When the security policy further includes encryp-
tion indication information, and the encryption indication
information is used to indicate the base station to enable
encryption protection for the terminal device, the base
station sends a target user plane encryption algorithm to
the terminal device.
[0170] Based on the foregoing content, the following
describes a method process in which the base station
and the terminal device further need to negotiate the tar-
get user plane encryption algorithm.
[0171] Optionally, the user plane encryption algorithm
allowed by the base station is a user plane encryption
algorithm sorted based on a priority. Alternatively, the
user plane encryption algorithm supported by the termi-
nal device is a user plane encryption algorithm sorted
based on a priority. Priority sorting may be performed,
based on at least the operator preference, on the user
plane encryption algorithm allowed by the base station,
and the user plane encryption algorithm allowed by the
base station may be sorted by the operator during net-
work construction and may be preconfigured on the base
station. Priority sorting may be performed, based on the
operator preference, on the user plane encryption algo-
rithm supported by the terminal device, and the user
plane encryption algorithm supported by the terminal de-
vice may be sorted by the user during network access
subscription. Optionally, the security policy may include
the user plane encryption algorithm supported by the ter-
minal device.
[0172] Optionally, an optional implementation solution
is further included. The security policy includes at least
one user plane encryption algorithm, and the base station
directly determines one user plane encryption algorithm
in the at least one user plane encryption algorithm includ-
ed in the security policy, as the target user plane encryp-
tion algorithm. In another optional solution, the base sta-
tion determines the target user plane encryption algo-
rithm based on the user plane encryption algorithm sup-
ported by the terminal device and the user plane encryp-
tion algorithm allowed by the base station.
[0173] The base station may determine the target user
plane encryption algorithm in several optional implemen-
tations. For example, the base station determines at least
one algorithm that belongs to the user plane encryption
algorithm supported by the terminal device and that also
belongs to the user plane encryption algorithm allowed
by the base station, and determines the target user plane
encryption algorithm from the at least one algorithm. Op-
tionally, if the user plane encryption algorithm allowed by
the base station is a user plane encryption algorithm sort-
ed based on a priority, an algorithm with a relatively high
priority or a highest priority in the user plane encryption
algorithm allowed by the base station is determined, as
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the target user plane encryption algorithm, from the at
least one algorithm that belongs to the user plane en-
cryption algorithm supported by the terminal device and
that also belongs to the user plane encryption algorithm
allowed by the base station. Optionally, if the user plane
encryption algorithm supported by the terminal device is
a user plane encryption algorithm sorted based on a pri-
ority, the base station determines an algorithm with a
relatively high priority or a highest priority in the user
plane encryption algorithm supported by the terminal de-
vice, as the target user plane encryption algorithm from
the at least one algorithm that belongs to the user plane
encryption algorithm supported by the terminal device
and that also belongs to the user plane encryption algo-
rithm allowed by the base station.
[0174] Optionally, the security policy further includes
a user plane encryption algorithm allowed by the serving
network. Optionally, the user plane encryption algorithm
allowed by the serving network is a user plane encryption
algorithm sorted based on a priority. Optionally, the user
plane encryption algorithm allowed by the serving net-
work may be preconfigured on the SMF. A priority of the
user plane encryption algorithm allowed by the serving
network may be sorted based on at least the operator
preference. Optionally, that the base station determines
the target user plane encryption algorithm based on the
user plane encryption algorithm supported by the termi-
nal device and the user plane encryption algorithm al-
lowed by the base station includes the following: The
base station determines the target user plane encryption
algorithm based on the user plane encryption algorithm
allowed by the base station, the user plane encryption
algorithm supported by the terminal device, and the user
plane encryption algorithm allowed by the serving net-
work. Specifically, when the user plane encryption algo-
rithm allowed by the serving network is sorted based on
a priority, selection is made by using priority sorting al-
lowed by the serving network as a primary condition. If
the user plane encryption algorithm allowed by the serv-
ing network is not sorted based on a priority, a priority of
the user plane security algorithm allowed by the base
station is used as the primary condition.
[0175] The base station may determine the target user
plane encryption algorithm in several optional implemen-
tations. For example, the base station determines at least
one algorithm that belongs to the user plane encryption
algorithm supported by the terminal device, that also be-
longs to the user plane encryption algorithm allowed by
the base station, and that also belongs to the user plane
encryption algorithm allowed by the serving network, and
determines the target user plane encryption algorithm
from the at least one algorithm that belongs to the user
plane encryption algorithm supported by the terminal de-
vice, that also belongs to the user plane encryption al-
gorithm allowed by the base station, and that also be-
longs to the user plane encryption algorithm allowed by
the serving network. Optionally, if the user plane encryp-
tion algorithm allowed by the base station is a user plane

encryption algorithm sorted based on a priority, an algo-
rithm with a relatively high priority or a highest priority in
the user plane encryption algorithm allowed by the base
station is determined as the target user plane encryption
algorithm from the at least one algorithm that belongs to
the user plane encryption algorithm supported by the ter-
minal device, that also belongs to the user plane encryp-
tion algorithm allowed by the base station, and that also
belongs to the user plane encryption algorithm allowed
by the serving network. Optionally, if the user plane en-
cryption algorithm supported by the terminal device is a
user plane encryption algorithm sorted based on a prior-
ity, the base station determines an algorithm with a rel-
atively high priority or a highest priority in the user plane
encryption algorithm supported by the terminal device,
as the target user plane encryption algorithm from the at
least one algorithm that belongs to the user plane en-
cryption algorithm supported by the terminal device, that
also belongs to the user plane encryption algorithm al-
lowed by the base station, and that also belongs to the
user plane encryption algorithm allowed by the serving
network. Optionally, if the user plane encryption algo-
rithm allowed by the serving network is a user plane en-
cryption algorithm sorted based on a priority, the base
station determines an algorithm with a relatively high pri-
ority or a highest priority in the user plane encryption
algorithm allowed by the serving network, as the target
user plane encryption algorithm from the at least one
algorithm that belongs to the user plane encryption algo-
rithm supported by the terminal device, that also belongs
to the user plane encryption algorithm allowed by the
base station, and that also belongs to the user plane en-
cryption algorithm allowed by the serving network.
[0176] Optionally, when the security policy further in-
cludes a key length, the base station sends the key length
to the terminal device. The key length includes a user
plane integrity protection key length and a user plane
encryption key length. Optionally, in this embodiment of
this application, when sending information such as the
target user plane integrity protection algorithm, the target
user plane encryption algorithm, and the key length to
the terminal device, the base station may use one piece
of signaling such as an RRC reconfiguration request, or
use a plurality of pieces of information.
[0177] In an optional implementation, if the RRC recon-
figuration request is used for sending, there may be a
plurality of sending manners. For example, an RRC
reconfiguration message may be used. The RRC recon-
figuration message may include at least one of a target
user plane encryption algorithm, a target user plane in-
tegrity protection algorithm, a user plane encryption key
length, a user plane integrity protection key length, a key
mixing policy (which may also be referred to as D-H),
information indicating enabling or disabling, DRB-1 (QoS
information), DRB-2 (QoS information), and another pa-
rameter.
[0178] In an optional implementation, if user plane in-
tegrity is not enabled, the target user plane integrity pro-
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tection algorithm is not transmitted. When the algorithm
itself can indicate the key length, indication information
of the key length may not be carried. When the base
station does not support or does not need to enable the
key mixing policy, the key mixing policy does not need
to be transmitted. In this method, the security policy is
not transmitted on each DRB. Therefore, this method is
applicable to a case in which all DRBs use a same se-
curity capability. In addition, a target security policy can
be configured for all the DRBs through one selection
process.
[0179] In another optional implementation, the RRC
reconfiguration message may include:

a reconfiguration parameter;
DRB-1 (target user plane security encryption algo-
rithm-1, [target user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm-1], [user plane encryption key length-1], [user
plane integrity protection key length-1], [key mixing
policy], QoS parameter, another parameter); and
DRB-2 (target user plane security encryption algo-
rithm-2, [target user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm-2], [user plane encryption key length-2], [user
plane integrity protection key length-2], [key mixing
policy], QoS parameter, another parameter), anoth-
er parameter).

[0180] The RRC reconfiguration message merely
shows two example cases: DRB-1 and DRB-2. A format
carried in the RRC reconfiguration message may be sim-
ilar to that in the foregoing example, and all or some of
the parameter items may be carried. For example, the
parameters included in [] in the foregoing example may
be carried or may not be carried. In this way, a target
security policy may be configured for each DRB, and the
target security policy of each DRB may be the same, or
the target security policy of each DRB may be different.
[0181] The foregoing two methods may also be used
together, that is, some target security policies may be
shared by all DRBs, and a security policy is different de-
pending on different DRBs. For example, the RRC recon-
figuration message includes:

the target user plane security encryption algorithm;
DRB-1 ( [target user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm-11, [user plane encryption key length-1], [user
plane integrity protection key length-1], [key mixing
policy], QoS parameter, another parameter);
DRB-2 (, [target user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm-2], [user plane encryption key length-2], [user
plane integrity protection key length-2], [key mixing
policy], QoS parameter, another parameter); and
another parameter.

[0182] Optionally, before the base station sends the
target user plane integrity protection algorithm to the ter-
minal device, the method further includes that the base
station receives quality of service of a current session of

the terminal device from the SMF entity. Optionally, the
quality of service of the current session and the security
policy may be sent by using one message or may be sent
separately by using a plurality of messages. Optionally,
the base station further receives, from the AMF, some
basic information used to generate a key, for example,
a base key used to generate a user plane integrity pro-
tection key and a base key used to generate a user plane
encryption key.
[0183] Optionally, the base station allocates a data ra-
dio bearer (Data Radio Bearer, DRB) to the terminal de-
vice based on at least one of the security policy and the
quality of service, and the data radio bearer is allocated
by the base station. The base station allocates, based
on at least the quality of service, the data radio bearer to
data transmitted to the terminal device. In 5G, in one data
radio bearer, there may be data flows corresponding to
a plurality of types of quality of service.
[0184] Optionally, one DRB may be corresponding to
a plurality of pieces of quality of service. A target data
radio bearer is allocated to the terminal device based on
at least one of the security policy and the quality of serv-
ice.
[0185] Optionally, when no historical data radio bearer
meeting the first condition exists on the base station, and
no at least one historical data radio bearer meeting the
second condition exists on the base station, the base
station sets up the target data radio bearer for the terminal
device based on at least one of the security policy and
the quality of service.
[0186] Optionally, when no historical data radio bearer
meeting the first condition exists on the base station, the
base station sets up the target data radio bearer for the
terminal device based on at least one of the security pol-
icy and the quality of service.
[0187] Optionally, the base station sets up the target
data radio bearer for the terminal device based on at least
one of the security policy and the quality of service.
[0188] Optionally, a previously established historical
DRB may be selected as the target data radio bearer for
the terminal device, or a DRB may be newly established
as the target data radio bearer.
[0189] In an optional implementation, one of the his-
torical data radio bearer may be directly first selected as
the target data radio bearer for the terminal device, and
if the target data radio bearer cannot be selected from
the historical data radio bearer, a new data radio bearer
is set up for the terminal device as the target data radio
bearer.
[0190] Alternatively, based on some preset rules, first
it is determined whether the terminal device is allowed
to use the historical data radio bearer. If the terminal de-
vice is allowed, one of the historical data radio bearers
may be first selected as the target data radio bearer for
the terminal device. If the target data radio bearer cannot
be selected from the historical data radio bearer, a new
data radio bearer is set up for the terminal device and is
directly used as the target data radio bearer. For more
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detailed description of the foregoing solution, the follow-
ing uses several detailed examples for description.

Implementation b1

[0191] When at least one historical data radio bearer
meeting the first condition exists on the base station, the
target data radio bearer is one of the at least one historical
data radio bearer meeting the first condition. Quality of
service supported by each data radio bearer of the at
least one historical data radio bearer meeting the first
condition is the same as the quality of service of the cur-
rent session, and the security policy is the same as a
security policy supported by each data radio bearer.
[0192] Optionally, the first condition includes that the
supported quality of service is the same as the quality of
service of the current session, and that the security policy
obtained in step 221 is the same as the supported secu-
rity policy.
[0193] Information about DRB reusing may be imple-
mented by sending a message. For example, the mes-
sage transmitted to the terminal device for the first time
is: RRC reconfiguration message (target user plane en-
cryption algorithm-1, DRB-1 (QoS information-1), DRB-
2 (QoS information-2), another parameter); the message
transmitted to the terminal device for the second time is:
RRC reconfiguration message (current user plane en-
cryption algorithm-1, DRB-1 (QoS information-1), DRB-
2 (QoS information-2), DRB-3 (current user plane en-
cryption algorithm-2, QoS information-2/3/4), another pa-
rameter)). In this way, a security policy of DRB-2 is mod-
ified to achieve a purpose of reusing QoS. It can be
learned from this example that a purpose of using the
historical data radio bearer as the target data radio bearer
is achieved by sending signaling.
[0194] For another example, to achieve the purpose
of reusing the historical DRB, the message transmitted
to the terminal device for the first time is: RRC reconfig-
uration message (target user plane encryption algorithm-
1, DRB-1 (QoS information-1), DRB-2 (QoS information-
2), another parameter)); the message transmitted to the
terminal device for the second time is: RRC reconfigura-
tion message (current user plane encryption algorithm-
1, DRB-1 (QoS information-1), DRB-2 (current user plane
encryption algorithm-2, QoS information-2), another pa-
rameter)). In this way, the security policy of DRB-2 is
modified to achieve the purpose of reusing QoS.

Implementation b2

[0195] When no historical data radio bearer meeting
the first condition exists on the base station, but at least
one historical data radio bearer meeting the second con-
dition exists on the base station, the target data radio
bearer is a data radio bearer obtained after one of the at
least one historical data radio bearer meeting the second
condition is updated based on the security policy. Quality
of service supported by each data radio bearer of the at

least one historical data radio bearer meeting the second
condition is the same as the quality of service of the cur-
rent session, and the security policy matches a security
policy supported by each data radio bearer; or quality of
service supported by each data radio bearer of the at
least one historical data radio bearer meeting the second
condition matches the quality of service of the current
session, and the security policy is the same as a security
policy supported by each data radio bearer; or quality of
service supported by each data radio bearer of the at
least one historical data radio bearer meeting the second
condition matches the quality of service of the current
session, and the security policy matches a security policy
supported by each data radio bearer.
[0196] Optionally, the second condition includes that
the supported quality of service matches the quality of
service of the current session, and that the obtained se-
curity policy is the same as the supported security policy.
Alternatively, optionally, the second condition includes
that the supported quality of service is the same as the
quality of service of the current session, and the obtained
security policy matches the supported security policy. Al-
ternatively, optionally, the second condition includes that
the supported quality of service matches the quality of
service of the current session, and the obtained security
policy matches the supported security policy.
[0197] That is, corresponding security policies and
quality of service of the found historical data radio bearer
and the target data radio bearer are not completely the
same but are slightly different. For example, a difference
between bandwidth requirements is within a preset
range, so that the historical data radio bearer can be used
for minimum modification. For example, a relationship
between a data radio bearer meeting the second condi-
tion and the target data radio bearer may meet the fol-
lowing: User plane encryption protection but not user
plane integrity protection is enabled for the data radio
bearer meeting the second condition; user plane encryp-
tion protection and user plane integrity protection are en-
abled for the target data radio bearer; and a target user
plane encryption algorithm of the data radio bearer meet-
ing the second condition is the same as a target user
plane encryption algorithm of the target data radio bearer.
In this case, because a resource of the base station is
limited, a new DRB cannot be set up; or the base station
is set to reuse the historical data radio bearer. Therefore,
the base station sends the RRC reconfiguration message
for a plurality of times and enables integrity protection.
[0198] This embodiment of this application provides a
possible implementation: For example, a message trans-
mitted by the base station to the terminal device for the
first time is: RRC reconfiguration message (target user
plane encryption algorithm, DRB-1 (QoS information-1),
DRB-2 (QoS information-2), another parameter)); a mes-
sage transmitted by the base station to the terminal de-
vice for the second time is: RRC reconfiguration message
(current user plane encryption algorithm, DRB-1 (QoS
information-1), DRB-2 (target user plane integrity protec-
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tion algorithm, QoS information-2, QoS information-3),
another parameter)). In this way, a resource of DRB-2
may be reused. Certainly, there are a plurality of specific
implementations, and merely examples are provided
herein.

Implementation b3

[0199] A data radio bearer is set up directly based on
at least one of the security policy or the quality of service.

Implementation b4

[0200] The base station preconfigures an association
relationship among the data radio bearer, the quality of
service, and the security policy, and sets a corresponding
identifier for each association relationship, for example,
a subscriber profile ID for RAT/frequency priority (Sub-
scriber Profile ID for RAT/Frequency Priority, SPID). That
is, regardless of a basis of any one or more of a session
ID, an IMSI, a DNN, and NSSAI, or whether searching
is performed on a UDM, a UPF, and a PCF, the SMF
obtains one SPID anyway. Then, the SMF delivers the
SPID to an RAN, and the RAN can find a preset QoS
policy and security policy by using the SPID. In this case,
the SMF does not need to deliver any security policy, but
only the SPID. Then, the RAN may determine a used
DRB based on the SPID, and the used DRB meets the
QoS policy and the security policy.
[0201] Optionally, that the base station sends the tar-
get user plane integrity protection algorithm to the termi-
nal device includes that the base station sends the target
user plane integrity protection algorithm to the terminal
device by using Radio Resource Control (Radio Re-
source Control, RRC) signaling. Optionally, the RRC sig-
naling includes an RRC reconfiguration request (RRC
Connection reconfiguration request).
[0202] Optionally, if the security policy indicates that
the base station and the terminal device need to negotiate
the target user plane encryption algorithm, the base sta-
tion further needs to send the target user plane encryption
algorithm to the terminal device. Optionally, the base sta-
tion further needs to send the key length to the terminal
device. If the security policy indicates that the base sta-
tion and the terminal device need to negotiate the target
user plane encryption algorithm, the key length may in-
clude a user plane encryption key length. If the integrity
protection indication information indicates the base sta-
tion enables integrity protection for the terminal device,
the key length may include a user plane integrity protec-
tion key length. One or more of the target user plane
integrity algorithm, the target user plane encryption al-
gorithm, the key length, and the quality of service may
be sent to the terminal device by using one piece of sig-
naling, for example, an RRC reconfiguration request.
[0203] Optionally, when the security policy further in-
cludes D-H indication information, and the D-H indication
information is used to indicate the base station to enable

D-H for the terminal device, the base station sends a D-
H related key to the terminal device. The following ex-
ample describes in detail a signaling exchanging process
between the base station and the terminal device if the
D-H indication information is used to indicate the base
station to enable D-H for the terminal device.
[0204] If the key mixing policy is enabled, the base sta-
tion selects, based on a D-H capability reported by the
UE and a D-H capability allowed by the base station, a
D-H capability that is allowed by the base station and that
has a highest priority. In addition, the base station gen-
erates a public key P1 and a private key B1 based on
the selected D-H capability. The base station sends the
public key P1 and the selected D-H capability to the ter-
minal device, for example, may use an RRC reconfigu-
ration message. The terminal device generates a public
key P2 and a private key B2 based on the selected D-H
capability, and generates a key Kdh by using the private
key B2 and the public key P1. Then, Kdh and Kan are
used for key mixing. A mixing method may be New-Kan
= KDF(Kdh, Kan, and another parameter). KDF (key der-
ivation function) is a key generation function, for example,
a hash 256 algorithm, and the another parameter may
be a freshness parameter, for example, PDCP COUNT.
Kdh and Kan may be directly used for key mixing without
using the another parameter. After key mixing, a new
user plane key is generated based on the New-Kan and
the target user plane security algorithm. In addition, the
new user plane key is used to protect the RRC reconfig-
uration message, and then the RRC reconfiguration mes-
sage is sent to the base station. The RRC reconfiguration
message includes the public key P2. After obtaining the
public key P2, the base station generates the New-Kan
based on the public key P2 and the private key B1 by
using a same method as the terminal device, and further
uses a same method as the terminal device to obtain a
new user plane key. In addition, the new user plane key
is used to verify the RRC reconfiguration message. If
verification succeeds, the base station starts to enable
the new user plane key.
[0205] In an optional implementation of the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 2a or FIG. 2b, after step 213 in FIG.
2b, the method further includes the following: The base
station receives the security policy or the identifier of the
security policy, and the base station may select one user
plane integrity protection algorithm in the security policy
as the target user plane integrity protection algorithm
based on information provided in the security policy. The
security policy may include one or more user plane in-
tegrity protection algorithms. Alternatively, the base sta-
tion may not use the user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm in the security policy as the target user plane integ-
rity protection algorithm. Alternatively, when the user
plane integrity protection algorithm in the security policy
is not in a list of user plane integrity protection algorithms
allowed by the base station, the base station does not
use the user plane integrity protection algorithm in the
security policy as the target user plane integrity protection
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algorithm. Further, optionally, when the user plane integ-
rity protection algorithm in the security policy is not used
as the target user plane integrity protection algorithm, if
the base station enables user plane integrity protection,
the base station may select one of a user plane integrity
protection algorithm different from the user plane integrity
protection algorithm in the security policy as the target
user plane integrity protection algorithm. For example,
the base station may select one of the user plane integrity
protection algorithm allowed by the base station as the
target user plane integrity protection algorithm. For an-
other example, if a security policy is preconfigured on the
base station, and the base station does not receive a
security policy delivered by another network element, the
base station may select the target user plane integrity
protection algorithm based on the preconfigured security
policy on the base station. For example, the preconfig-
ured security policy may include one or more user plane
integrity protection algorithms, and the base station se-
lects one user plane integrity protection algorithm from
the preconfigured security policy as the target user plane
integrity protection algorithm. For more other implemen-
tations, refer to the foregoing content.
[0206] Optionally, the user plane integrity protection
algorithm in the security policy may be the user plane
integrity protection algorithm that is included in the secu-
rity policy described in the foregoing content and that is
allowed by the serving network, or may be determined
by the SMF entity based on at least one of the user plane
integrity protection algorithm allowed by the serving net-
work, the user plane integrity protection algorithm sup-
ported by the terminal device, and the user plane integrity
protection algorithm allowed by the base station. For ex-
ample, the SMF entity may determine an algorithm that
belongs to the user plane integrity protection algorithm
supported by the terminal device and that also belongs
to the user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed
by the base station, as the target user plane integrity
protection algorithm. For another example, the SMF en-
tity may determine an algorithm that belongs to the user
plane integrity protection algorithm supported by the ter-
minal device, that also belongs to the user plane integrity
protection algorithm allowed by the base station, and that
also belongs to the user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm allowed by the serving network, as the target user
plane integrity protection algorithm.
[0207] The security policy may include a signaling
plane integrity protection algorithm, that is, the security
policy may include a signaling plane integrity protection
algorithm and/or a user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm. For example, the user plane integrity protection
algorithm included in the security policy is also a signaling
plane integrity protection algorithm, that is, an integrity
protection algorithm included in the security policy is used
for both user plane integrity protection and signaling
plane integrity protection.
[0208] It can be learned by a person skilled in the art
that there are a plurality of implementations of selecting

the target user plane encryption algorithm, the target sig-
naling plane integrity protection algorithm, and the target
signaling plane encryption algorithm by the base station.
Refer to the solution description of selecting the target
user plane integrity protection algorithm. The following
briefly describes several implementations.
[0209] In an optional implementation of the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 2a or FIG. 2b, after step 213 in FIG.
2b, the method further includes the following: The base
station receives the security policy or the identifier of the
security policy, and the base station may select one user
plane encryption algorithm in the security policy as the
target user plane encryption algorithm based on informa-
tion provided in the security policy. The security policy
may include one or more user plane encryption algo-
rithms. Alternatively, the base station may not use the
user plane encryption algorithm in the security policy as
the target user plane encryption algorithm. Alternatively,
when the user plane encryption algorithm in the security
policy is not in a list of user plane encryption algorithms
allowed by the base station, the base station does not
use the user plane encryption algorithm in the security
policy as the target user plane encryption algorithm. Fur-
ther, optionally, when the user plane encryption algorithm
in the security policy is not used as the target user plane
encryption algorithm, if the base station enables user
plane encryption protection, the base station may select
one of a user plane encryption algorithm different from
the user plane encryption algorithm in the security policy
as the target user plane encryption algorithm. For exam-
ple, the base station may select one of the user plane
encryption algorithm allowed by the base station as the
target user plane encryption algorithm. For more other
implementations, refer to the foregoing content.
[0210] Optionally, the user plane encryption algorithm
in the security policy may be the user plane encryption
algorithm that is included in the security policy described
in the foregoing content and that is allowed by the serving
network, or may be determined by the SMF entity based
on at least one of the user plane encryption algorithm
allowed by the serving network, the user plane encryption
algorithm supported by the terminal device, and the user
plane encryption algorithm allowed by the base station.
For example, the SMF entity may determine an algorithm
that belongs to the user plane encryption algorithm sup-
ported by the terminal device and that also belongs to
the user plane encryption algorithm allowed by the base
station, as the target user plane encryption algorithm.
For another example, the SMF entity may determine an
algorithm that belongs to the user plane encryption algo-
rithm supported by the terminal device, that also belongs
to the user plane encryption algorithm allowed by the
base station, and that also belongs to the user plane en-
cryption algorithm allowed by the serving network, as the
target user plane encryption algorithm.
[0211] The security policy may include a signaling
plane encryption algorithm, that is, the security policy
may include a signaling plane encryption algorithm
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and/or a user plane encryption algorithm. For example,
the user plane encryption algorithm included in the se-
curity policy is also a signaling plane encryption algo-
rithm, that is, an encryption algorithm included in the se-
curity policy is used for both user plane encryption pro-
tection and signaling plane encryption protection.
[0212] Optionally, in an implementation of the embod-
iment shown in FIG. 2a, the method shown in FIG. 2a
further includes that the terminal device obtains a target
user plane integrity protection algorithm. Specifically, the
following two manners may be used:

Manner 1: The terminal device receives the target
user plane integrity protection algorithm sent by the
base station. For example, in step 223 in FIG. 2b,
the base station sends the target user plane integrity
protection algorithm to the terminal device, and cor-
respondingly, the terminal device receives the target
user plane integrity protection algorithm sent by the
base station.
Manner 2: The terminal device determines the target
user plane integrity protection algorithm. For exam-
ple, the terminal device still uses a previously used
target user plane integrity protection algorithm. For
another example, the terminal device determines a
target signaling plane integrity protection algorithm
(the target signaling plane integrity protection algo-
rithm may be sent by the base station to the terminal
device) as the target user plane integrity protection
algorithm. In this way, flexibility of determining the
target user plane integrity protection algorithm by the
terminal device may be improved.

[0213] In addition, the terminal device may further de-
termine the target user plane encryption algorithm. For
example, the terminal device still uses a previously used
target user plane encryption algorithm. For another ex-
ample, the terminal device determines the target signal-
ing plane encryption algorithm as the target user plane
encryption algorithm.
[0214] In an implementation of the embodiment shown
in FIG. 2, the method shown in FIG. 2 further includes
that the base station determines a target user plane in-
tegrity protection algorithm and/or a target user plane
encryption algorithm. For example, the target signaling
plane integrity protection algorithm in the target signaling
plane protection algorithm determined in step 202 may
also be used as the target user plane integrity protection
algorithm, and the target signaling plane encryption al-
gorithm in the target signaling plane protection algorithm
determined in step 202 may also be used as the target
user plane encryption algorithm.
[0215] Optionally, in an implementation of the embod-
iments shown in FIG. 2, FIG. 2a, and FIG. 2b, the method
further includes the following:
The base station enables user plane integrity protection;
or the terminal device and the base station enable user
plane integrity protection; or the terminal device enables

user plane integrity protection.
[0216] The following provides description by using the
base station as an example to enable user plane integrity
protection or enable user plane encryption protection.
[0217] For example, when a condition for enabling user
plane integrity protection by the base station is met, the
base station enables user plane integrity protection.
[0218] The condition for enabling user plane integrity
protection by the base station may be as follows: The
base station receives a first preset user plane message,
such as a session establishment accept message; or the
base station receives user plane information, such as a
session ID or a QoS profile, where the user plane infor-
mation may be preset user plane information, such as a
preset session ID or a preset QoS profile, and the preset
session ID may be a specified session ID; or the base
station currently allocates a user plane resource to the
terminal device or reallocates a user plane resource to
the terminal device, for example, the base station re-
ceives a message requesting to allocate a user plane
resource to the terminal device, and if the base station
currently reallocates the user plane resource to the ter-
minal device, and a network running parameter meets a
preset network permission condition, the base station
may enable user plane integrity protection; or the security
policy received by the base station includes the integrity
protection indication information, and the integrity pro-
tection indication information indicates to enable user
plane integrity protection; or the base station receives a
preset session service type. For example, the preconfig-
ured security policy may include an association relation-
ship between the preset session service type and ena-
bling of user plane integrity protection. User plane integ-
rity protection may be enabled when the preset session
service type is received.
[0219] When the condition for enabling user plane in-
tegrity protection by the base station is met, for several
specific implementations in which the base station ena-
bles user plane integrity protection, refer to the following
implementation c1-a1 to implementation c1-a7.

Implementation c1-a1

[0220] For example, when receiving a first preset user
plane message within a preset time period, the base sta-
tion may enable user plane integrity protection, and the
first preset user plane message may be a session estab-
lishment accept message.
[0221] For example, if the base station receives a ses-
sion establishment accept message (which may also be
referred to as session establishment complete) within the
preset time period, it indicates that the base station is
currently in a session establishment procedure, and to
improve user plane signaling security, user plane integ-
rity protection may be enabled.
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Implementation c1-a2

[0222] When receiving user plane information within a
preset time period, the base station may enable user
plane integrity protection, and the user plane information
may be a session ID or a preset QoS profile.
[0223] For example, if the base station receives any
session ID or any QoS profile (optionally, which may be
received from an N2 interface, or may be directly obtained
from the terminal device side) within the preset time pe-
riod, the base station is currently in a session establish-
ment procedure and enables user plane integrity protec-
tion. Optionally, signaling plane protection may also be
enabled.
[0224] Optionally, enabling signaling plane protection
may be at least one of enabling signaling plane integrity
protection and enabling signaling plane encryption pro-
tection. The description in this paragraph is applicable to
all embodiments of this application, and is not further
provided in the following content.

Implementation c1-a3

[0225] When receiving preset user plane information
within a preset time period, the base station may enable
user plane integrity protection. The preset user plane in-
formation may be a preset session ID or a preset QoS
profile. An association relationship between the preset
user plane information and whether to enable user plane
integrity protection is preset on the base station, and the
association relationship between the preset user plane
information and whether to enable user plane integrity
protection may be used as a part of a preconfigured se-
curity policy on the base station.
[0226] For example, an association relationship be-
tween whether to enable user plane integrity protection
and the session ID is set. Therefore, if the base station
receives the preset session ID within the preset time pe-
riod, the base station enables user plane integrity pro-
tection. The preset session ID is corresponding to ena-
bling of user plane integrity protection in the association
relationship between whether to enable user plane integ-
rity protection and the session ID.
[0227] For another example, an association relation-
ship between whether to enable user plane integrity pro-
tection and the QoS profile is set. Therefore, if the base
station receives the preset QoS profile within the preset
time period, the base station enables user plane integrity
protection. The preset session ID is corresponding to en-
abling of user plane integrity protection in the association
relationship between whether to enable user plane integ-
rity protection and the session ID.
[0228] Further, the association relationship between
whether to enable user plane integrity protection and the
session ID may be preset on the base station, or the base
station may receive an updated association relationship
sent by another network element. Optionally, the base
station may determine, based on the preset association

relationship and the updated association relationship,
whether to enable user plane integrity protection. For ex-
ample, when user plane integrity protection is enabled
for the first time, whether to enable user integrity protec-
tion may be determined based on the preset association
relationship. When an updated association relationship
exists subsequently, whether to enable user plane integ-
rity protection may also be determined based only on the
latest association relationship. Comprehensive deter-
mining may further be performed in combination with a
specific preset association relationship, an updated as-
sociation relationship, and a network load status. For ex-
ample, if the base station reallocates a resource to a ses-
sion because of overload, user plane integrity protection
originally enabled for the session is disabled in a process
of reallocating the resource to the session.

Implementation c1-a4

[0229] If the base station currently allocates a user
plane resource to the terminal device or reallocates a
user plane resource to the terminal device, the base sta-
tion may enable user plane integrity protection. For ex-
ample, when the base station receives, within a preset
time period, a message requesting to allocate a user
plane resource to the terminal device, the base station
allocates a user plane resource to the terminal device or
reallocates a user plane resource to the terminal device,
and the procedure is related to user plane signaling. To
improve security of the user plane signaling, user plane
integrity protection may be enabled.

Implementation c1-a5

[0230] If the base station currently reallocates a user
plane resource to the terminal device, and a network run-
ning parameter meets a preset network permission con-
dition, the base station may enable user plane integrity
protection. The network running parameter includes a
network load amount and/or a packet loss rate.
[0231] It should be noted that, in a process of reallo-
cating a resource to a session by the base station, the
following two optional implementations may be used:

Manner 1: A user plane security solution correspond-
ing to a resource previously allocated to the session
of the terminal device is still used. For example, the
resource previously allocated to the session of the
terminal device is corresponding to enabling of user
plane integrity protection, and the reallocated re-
source corresponding to the session of the terminal
device is also corresponding to enabling of user
plane integrity protection.
Manner 2: A user plane security solution correspond-
ing to the reallocated resource corresponding to the
session is re-determined based on a status of the
base station. For example, the status of the base
station shows that a packet loss rate of a session is
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too high. Because user plane integrity protection
may increase the packet loss rate, user plane integ-
rity protection is disabled in a process of reallocating
the resource to the session. For another example, if
the base station reallocates a resource to a session
because of overload, in a process of reallocating the
resource to the session, user plane integrity protec-
tion originally enabled for the session is disabled.

[0232] Obviously, the foregoing two optional imple-
mentations may be combined. For example, if the base
station reallocates a resource to a session, and the status
of the base station is normal, user plane integrity protec-
tion is kept enabled; or if the status of the base station is
abnormal, for example, the base station reallocates a
resource to the session because of overload, user plane
integrity protection is disabled if user plane integrity pro-
tection is originally enabled for the session. For another
example, a packet loss rate of a session is too high, and
therefore a resource is reallocated to the session. Be-
cause user plane integrity protection may increase the
packet loss rate, user plane integrity protection is disa-
bled. Optionally, this case may be preconfigured on the
base station as a part of the security policy (the security
policy preconfigured on the base station may also be the
security policy preconfigured on the base station in the
foregoing content).

Implementation c1-a6

[0233] If a security policy received by the base station
includes integrity protection indication information, and
the integrity protection indication information indicates to
enable user plane integrity protection, the base station
may enable user plane integrity protection. Optionally,
the integrity protection indication information may be an
identifier of an integrity protection algorithm, bit indication
information, or preset information. For example, the in-
tegrity protection indication information may be sent by
an SMF entity. When determining that a user plane in-
tegrity protection condition of the SMF entity is met, the
SMF entity sends the integrity protection indication infor-
mation indicating to enable user plane integrity protec-
tion. There may be a plurality of implementations in which
the SMF entity determines that the user plane integrity
protection condition of the SMF entity is met, or refer to
the implementation of the base station described in im-
plementation c1-a1 to implementation c1-a5.

Implementation c1-a7

[0234] A security policy may be preconfigured on the
base station, and the preconfigured security policy may
include an association relationship between a preset ses-
sion service type and enabling of user plane integrity pro-
tection. A condition for enabling user plane integrity pro-
tection by the base station may be that the security policy
preconfigured on the base station includes the preset

session service type. For example, the preconfigured se-
curity policy may include the association relationship be-
tween the preset session service type and enabling of
user plane integrity protection. When the preset session
service type is received, user plane integrity protection
may be enabled. Optionally, if the base station does not
receive a security policy sent by a network element, the
preconfigured security policy on the base station may be
used.
[0235] For example, the preconfigured security policy
on the base station may be specified in a dimension of
user plane data (for example, a service type). For exam-
ple, it is specified in the preconfigured security policy on
the base station that user plane integrity protection is not
enabled for a procedure corresponding to a VoIP service.
Therefore, when determining that a current session is
corresponding to the VoIP service, the base station does
not enable user plane integrity protection.
[0236] Further, the security policy may be preconfig-
ured on the base station, or may be an updated security
policy sent by another network element and received by
the base station. Optionally, the base station may deter-
mine, based on the preconfigured security policy and the
updated security policy, whether to enable user integrity
protection. For example, when user plane integrity pro-
tection is enabled for the first time, whether to enable
user integrity protection may be determined based on
the preconfigured security policy. When an updated se-
curity policy exists subsequently, whether to enable user
plane integrity protection may also be determined based
only on the latest security policy. Comprehensive deter-
mining may further be performed in combination with a
specific preconfigured security policy, an updated secu-
rity policy, and a network load status. For example, if the
base station reallocates a resource to a session because
of overload, user plane integrity protection originally en-
abled for the session is disabled in a process of reallo-
cating the resource to the session.
[0237] Further, optionally, the method further includes
that the base station sends integrity protection indication
information to the terminal device, where the encryption
indication information is used to indicate to enable user
plane integrity protection. The integrity protection indica-
tion information may be integrity protection indication in-
formation included in the security policy received by the
base station.
[0238] Optionally, in another implementation of the
embodiments shown in FIG. 2, FIG. 2a, and FIG. 2b, the
method further includes the following:
The base station enables user plane encryption protec-
tion; or the terminal device and the base station enable
user plane encryption protection; or the terminal device
enables user plane encryption protection.
[0239] For example, when a condition for enabling user
plane encryption protection by the base station is met,
the base station enables user plane encryption protec-
tion.
[0240] The condition for enabling user plane encryp-
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tion protection by the base station may be as follows:
The base station receives a first preset user plane mes-
sage, such as a session establishment accept message;
or the base station receives user plane information, such
as a session ID or a QoS profile. The user plane infor-
mation may be preset user plane information, such as a
preset session ID or a preset QoS profile, and the preset
session ID may be a specified session ID; or the base
station currently allocates a user plane resource to the
terminal device or reallocates a user plane resource to
the terminal device, for example, the base station re-
ceives a message requesting to allocate a user plane
resource to the terminal device; or the security policy
received by the base station includes encryption indica-
tion information, and the encryption indication informa-
tion indicates to enable user plane encryption protection;
or the base station receives a preset session service type.
For example, the preconfigured security policy may in-
clude an association relationship between the preset ses-
sion service type and enabling of user plane encryption
protection. User plane encryption protection may be en-
abled when the preset session service type is received;
or user plane encryption protection may be enabled when
signaling plane protection is enabled.
[0241] Further, optionally, the method further includes
that the base station sends encryption indication infor-
mation to the terminal device. The encryption indication
information is used to indicate to enable user plane en-
cryption protection. The encryption indication information
may be encryption indication information included in the
security policy received by the base station.
[0242] When the condition for enabling user plane en-
cryption protection by the base station is met, for several
specific implementations in which the base station ena-
bles user plane encryption protection, refer to the follow-
ing implementation c1-b1 to implementation c1-bS.

Implementation c1-b 1

[0243] For example, when receiving a first preset user
plane message within a preset time period, the base sta-
tion may enable user plane encryption protection, and
the first preset user plane message may be a session
establishment accept message.
[0244] For example, if the base station receives a ses-
sion establishment accept message (which may also be
referred to as session establishment complete) within the
preset time period, it indicates that the base station is
currently in a session establishment procedure, and to
improve user plane signaling security, user plane encryp-
tion protection may be enabled.

Implementation c1-b2

[0245] When receiving user plane information within a
preset time period, the base station may enable user
plane encryption protection, and the user plane informa-
tion may be a session ID or a preset QoS profile.

[0246] For example, if the base station receives any
session ID or any QoS profile (optionally, which may be
received from an N2 interface, or may be directly obtained
from the terminal device side) within the preset time pe-
riod, the base station is currently in a session establish-
ment procedure and enables user plane encryption pro-
tection. Optionally, signaling plane protection may also
be enabled.
[0247] Optionally, enabling signaling plane protection
may be at least one of enabling signaling plane integrity
protection and enabling signaling plane encryption pro-
tection. The description in this paragraph is applicable to
all embodiments of this application, and is not further
provided in the following content.

Implementation c1-b3

[0248] When receiving preset user plane information
within a preset time period, the base station may enable
user plane encryption protection. The preset user plane
information may be a preset session ID or a preset QoS
profile. An association relationship between the preset
user plane information and whether to enable user plane
encryption protection is preset on the base station, and
the association relationship between the preset user
plane information and whether to enable user plane en-
cryption protection may be used as a part of a precon-
figured security policy on the base station.
[0249] For example, an association relationship be-
tween whether to enable user plane encryption protection
and the session ID is set. Therefore, if the base station
receives the preset session ID within the preset time pe-
riod, the base station enables user plane encryption pro-
tection. The preset session ID is corresponding to ena-
bling of user plane encryption protection in the associa-
tion relationship between whether to enable user plane
encryption protection and the session ID.
[0250] For another example, an association relation-
ship between whether to enable user plane encryption
protection and the QoS profile is set. Therefore, if the
base station receives the preset QoS profile within the
preset time period, the base station enables user plane
encryption protection. The preset QoS profile is corre-
sponding to enabling of user plane encryption protection
in the association relationship between whether to enable
user plane encryption protection and the session ID.
[0251] Further, the association relationship between
whether to enable user plane encryption protection and
the session ID may be preset on the base station, or the
base station may receive an updated association rela-
tionship sent by another network element. Optionally, the
base station may determine, based on the preset asso-
ciation relationship and the updated association relation-
ship, whether to enable user encryption protection. For
example, when user plane encryption protection is ena-
bled for the first time, whether to enable user encryption
protection may be determined based on the preset as-
sociation relationship. When an updated association re-
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lationship exists subsequently, whether to enable user
plane encryption protection may also be determined
based only on the latest association relationship. Com-
prehensive determining may further be performed in
combination with a specific preset association relation-
ship, an updated association relationship, and a network
load status. For example, if the base station reallocates
a resource to a session because of overload, user plane
encryption protection originally enabled for the session
is disabled in a process of reallocating the resource to
the session.

Implementation c1-b4

[0252] If the base station currently allocates a user
plane resource to the terminal device or reallocates a
user plane resource to the terminal device, the base sta-
tion may enable user plane encryption protection. For
example, when the base station receives, within a preset
time period, a message requesting to allocate a user
plane resource to the terminal device, the base station
allocates a user plane resource to the terminal device or
reallocates a user plane resource to the terminal device,
and the procedure is related to user plane signaling. To
improve security of the user plane signaling, user plane
encryption protection may be enabled.

Implementation c1-b5

[0253] If the base station currently reallocates a user
plane resource to the terminal device, and a network run-
ning parameter meets a preset network permission con-
dition, the base station may enable user plane encryption
protection. The network running parameter includes a
network load amount and/or a packet loss rate.
[0254] It should be noted that, in a process of reallo-
cating a resource to a session by the base station, the
following two optional implementations may be used:

Manner 1: A user plane security solution correspond-
ing to a resource previously allocated to the session
of the terminal device is still used. For example, the
resource previously allocated to the session of the
terminal device is corresponding to enabling of user
plane encryption protection, and the reallocated re-
source corresponding to the session of the terminal
device is also corresponding to enabling of user
plane encryption protection.
Manner 2: A user plane security solution correspond-
ing to the reallocated resource corresponding to the
session is re-determined based on a status of the
base station. For example, the status of the base
station shows that a packet loss rate of a session is
too high. Because user plane encryption protection
may increase the packet loss rate, user plane en-
cryption protection is disabled in a process of real-
locating the resource to the session. For another ex-
ample, if the base station reallocates a resource to

a session because of overload, in a process of real-
locating the resource to the session, user plane en-
cryption protection originally enabled for the session
is disabled.

[0255] Obviously, the foregoing two optional imple-
mentations may be combined. For example, if the base
station reallocates a resource to a session, and the status
of the base station is normal, user plane encryption pro-
tection is kept enabled; or if the status of the base station
is abnormal, for example, the base station reallocates a
resource to the session because of overload, user plane
encryption protection is disabled if user plane encryption
protection is originally enabled for the session. For an-
other example, a packet loss rate of a session is too high,
and therefore a resource is reallocated to the session.
Because user plane encryption protection may increase
the packet loss rate, user plane encryption protection is
disabled. Optionally, this case may be preconfigured on
the base station as a part of the security policy (the se-
curity policy preconfigured on the base station may also
be the security policy preconfigured on the base station
in the foregoing content).

Implementation c1-b6

[0256] If a security policy received by the base station
includes encryption protection indication information,
and the encryption protection indication information indi-
cates to enable user plane encryption protection, the
base station may enable user plane encryption protec-
tion. Optionally, the encryption protection indication in-
formation may be an identifier of an encryption algorithm,
bit indication information, or preset information. For ex-
ample, the encryption protection indication information
may be sent by an SMF entity. When determining that a
user plane encryption protection condition of the SMF
entity is met, the SMF entity sends the encryption pro-
tection indication information indicating to enable user
plane encryption protection. There may be a plurality of
implementations in which the SMF entity determines that
the user plane encryption protection condition of the SMF
entity is met, or refer to the implementation of the base
station described in implementation c1-b 1 to implemen-
tation c1-b5.

Implementation c1-b7

[0257] A security policy may be preconfigured on the
base station, and the preconfigured security policy may
include an association relationship between a preset ses-
sion service type and enabling of user plane encryption
protection. A condition for enabling user plane encryption
protection by the base station may be the preset session
service type included in the security policy preconfigured
on the base station. For example, the preconfigured se-
curity policy may include the association relationship be-
tween the preset session service type and enabling of
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user plane encryption protection. When the preset ses-
sion service type is received, user plane encryption pro-
tection may be enabled. Optionally, if the base station
does not receive a security policy sent by a network el-
ement, the preconfigured security policy on the base sta-
tion may be used.
[0258] For example, the preconfigured security policy
on the base station may be specified in a dimension of
user plane data (for example, a service type). For exam-
ple, it is specified in the preconfigured security policy on
the base station that user plane encryption protection is
not enabled for a procedure corresponding to a VoIP
service. Therefore, when determining that a current ses-
sion is corresponding to the VoIP service, the base sta-
tion does not enable user plane encryption protection.
[0259] Further, the security policy may be preconfig-
ured on the base station, or may be an updated security
policy sent by another network element and received by
the base station. Optionally, the base station may deter-
mine, based on the preconfigured security policy and the
updated security policy, whether to enable user encryp-
tion protection. For example, when user plane encryption
protection is enabled for the first time, whether to enable
user encryption protection may be determined based on
the preconfigured security policy. When an updated se-
curity policy exists subsequently, whether to enable user
plane encryption protection may also be determined
based only on the latest security policy. Comprehensive
determining may further be performed in combination
with a specific preconfigured security policy, an updated
security policy, and a network load status. For example,
if the base station reallocates a resource to a session
because of overload, user plane encryption protection
originally enabled for the session is disabled in a process
of reallocating the resource to the session.

Implementation c1-b8

[0260] When enabling signaling plane protection (en-
abling signaling plane integrity protection and/or signal-
ing plane encryption protection), the base station may
also enable user plane encryption protection. For exam-
ple, in the implementation shown in FIG. 2, after step
202, an optional implementation is further included:
When enabling signaling plane protection, the base sta-
tion also enables user plane encryption protection.
[0261] In this implementation, if the terminal device and
the base station enable signaling plane protection, and
do not enable user plane integrity protection and user
plane encryption protection, when user plane integrity
protection and user plane encryption protection are en-
abled, a state of enabling signaling plane protection may
be maintained. In this implementation, the base station
may send integrity protection indication information and
encryption indication information to the terminal device.
In this way, on one hand, the terminal device may main-
tain the enabled state of current signaling plane protec-
tion (for example, if the terminal device previously ena-

bles signaling plane integrity protection but not signaling
plane encryption protection, a state of enabling signaling
plane integrity protection but not signaling plane encryp-
tion protection is maintained). On the other hand, the
terminal device enables user plane integrity protection
based on the integrity protection indication information,
and enables user plane encryption protection based on
the encryption indication information.
[0262] In another optional implementation, if the termi-
nal device and the base station enable signaling plane
protection, and enable user plane encryption protection
but not user plane integrity protection, when user plane
integrity protection is enabled, the base station may send,
to the terminal device, only the integrity protection indi-
cation information used for enabling user plane integrity
protection. On one hand, the terminal device may main-
tain an enabled state of current signaling plane protection
(for example, if the terminal device previously enables
signaling plane integrity protection but not signaling plane
encryption protection, a state of enabling signaling plane
integrity protection but not signaling plane encryption pro-
tection is maintained). On the other hand, the terminal
device enables user plane integrity protection based on
the integrity protection indication information, and con-
tinuously enables encryption protection. In another op-
tional implementation, the encryption indication informa-
tion may be transmitted again to indicate to continuously
enable user plane encryption protection.
[0263] The following provides description by using the
terminal device as an example to enable user plane in-
tegrity protection or enable user plane encryption protec-
tion.
[0264] When a condition for enabling user plane integ-
rity protection by the terminal device is met, the terminal
device enables user plane integrity protection.
[0265] The condition for enabling user plane integrity
protection by the terminal device may be as follows: The
terminal device receives integrity protection indication in-
formation sent by the base station, and the integrity pro-
tection indication information indicating to enable user
plane integrity protection; or the terminal device sends a
second preset user plane message, for example, a ses-
sion establishment request message.
[0266] When the condition for enabling user plane in-
tegrity protection by the terminal device is met, for several
specific implementations in which the terminal device en-
ables user plane integrity protection, refer to the following
implementation c1-c1 and implementation c1-c2.

Implementation c1-c1

[0267] In an optional implementation of the embodi-
ments shown in FIG. 2a and FIG. 2b, after step 211, the
method further includes that the base station sends in-
tegrity protection indication information to the terminal
device, where the integrity protection indication informa-
tion is used to indicate whether to enable user plane in-
tegrity protection. The integrity protection indication in-
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formation may be the integrity protection indication infor-
mation included in the security policy obtained by the
base station in step 221 in FIG. 2b, or may be determined
by the base station in any one of the foregoing imple-
mentations c1-a1 to c1-a7.
[0268] When the terminal device receives the integrity
protection indication information, and the integrity pro-
tection indication information indicates to enable user
plane integrity protection, the terminal device may enable
user plane integrity protection.

Implementation c1-c2

[0269] For example, the terminal device sends a ses-
sion establishment request message within a preset time
period, and the terminal device is currently in a session
establishment procedure. In this case, to improve user
plane security, the terminal device may enable user plane
integrity protection.
[0270] Further, optionally, if the terminal device uses
the implementation c1-c2, and the terminal device further
receives the integrity protection indication information, if
there is a conflict between the implementation c1-c2 and
the integrity protection indication information, the termi-
nal device determines, based on the received integrity
protection indication information, whether to enable user
plane integrity protection.
[0271] In an optional implementation of the embodi-
ments shown in FIG. 2a and FIG. 2b, after step 211, the
method further includes that the base station sends en-
cryption indication information to the terminal device,
where the encryption indication information is used to
indicate whether to enable user plane encryption protec-
tion. The encryption indication information may be the
encryption indication information included in the security
policy obtained by the base station in step 221 in FIG.
2b, or may be determined by the base station in any one
of the foregoing implementations c1-a1 to c1-a7.
[0272] For example, when the terminal device receives
the encryption indication information, and the encryption
indication information indicates to enable user plane en-
cryption protection, the terminal device may enable user
plane encryption protection.
[0273] For example, when sending a second preset
user plane message within the preset time period, the
terminal device may enable user plane encryption pro-
tection. For example, the terminal device sends a session
establishment request message within the preset time
period, and the terminal device is currently in a session
establishment procedure. In this case, to improve user
plane security, the terminal device may enable user plane
encryption protection.
[0274] Further, optionally, if the terminal device uses
the implementation c1-c2, and the terminal device further
receives the encryption indication information, if there is
a conflict between the implementation c1-c2 and the en-
cryption indication information, the terminal device de-
termines, based on the received encryption indication

information, whether to enable user plane encryption pro-
tection.
[0275] For another example, when enabling signaling
plane protection (enabling signaling plane integrity pro-
tection and/or signaling plane encryption protection), the
terminal device may also enable user plane encryption
protection. For example, in the implementation shown in
FIG. 2, between step 203 and step 204, the method fur-
ther includes that when enabling signaling plane protec-
tion, the base station may also enable user plane encryp-
tion protection.
[0276] The terminal device may determine, based on
whether to send the second preset user plane message
within the preset time period, whether to enable signaling
plane protection (signaling plane integrity protection
and/or signaling plane encryption protection). The sec-
ond preset signaling plane message may include a reg-
istration request or a service request. Specifically, if it is
determined, based on the current procedure, that the ter-
minal device currently initiates a registration request (or
a service request), it is determined that the current pro-
cedure is a registration procedure (or a service proce-
dure). Because user plane resource allocation informa-
tion is not received in the procedure, the terminal device
may enable signaling plane protection.
[0277] Further, optionally, the terminal device may de-
termine, based on received signaling plane integrity pro-
tection indication information, whether to enable signal-
ing plane integrity protection, and may determine, based
on received signaling plane encryption indication infor-
mation, whether to enable signaling plane encryption pro-
tection. At least one of the signaling plane integrity pro-
tection indication information and the signaling plane en-
cryption indication information received by the terminal
device may also be sent by another network element to
the base station, and then forwarded by the base station
to the terminal device. The another network element may
be, for example, an SMF entity.
[0278] Optionally, in an implementation of the embod-
iments shown in FIG. 2, FIG. 2a, and FIG. 2b, the method
further includes the following:
The base station does not enable user plane integrity
protection; or the terminal device and the base station
do not enable user plane integrity protection.
[0279] The following uses an example in which the
base station does not enable user plane integrity protec-
tion for description.
[0280] When a condition for not enabling user plane
integrity protection by the base station is met, the base
station does not enable user plane integrity protection.
[0281] The condition for not enabling user plane integ-
rity protection by the base station may be as follows: The
base station receives a first preset signaling plane mes-
sage, such as a registration request complete message
or a service request complete message; or the base sta-
tion does not receive user plane information or preset
user plane information such as a session ID, a QoS pro-
file, a preset session ID, or a preset QoS profile within a
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preset time period; or the base station does not receive,
within a preset time period, a message requesting to al-
locate a user plane resource to the terminal device or
reallocate a user plane resource to the terminal device,
such as a resource allocation request message; or the
integrity protection indication information included in the
security policy received by the base station indicates not
to enable user plane integrity protection; or a session
service type is not a preset session service type, for ex-
ample, the preconfigured security policy may include an
association relationship between the preset session
service type and enabling of user plane integrity protec-
tion, and user plane integrity protection may be not en-
abled when the preset session service type is not re-
ceived.
[0282] For example, when a preset default condition
indicates that the base station always does not enable
user plane integrity protection, a user plane integrity pro-
tection key is not generated.
[0283] Optionally, in an implementation of the embod-
iments shown in FIG. 2, FIG. 2a, and FIG. 2b, the method
further includes the following:
The base station does not enable user plane encryption
protection; or the terminal device and the base station
do not enable user plane encryption protection.
[0284] The following uses an example in which the
base station does not enable user plane encryption pro-
tection for description.
[0285] When a condition for not enabling user plane
encryption protection by the base station is met, the base
station does not enable user plane encryption protection.
[0286] The condition for not enabling user plane en-
cryption protection by the base station may be as follows:
The base station receives a first preset signaling plane
message, such as a registration request complete mes-
sage or a service request complete message; or the base
station does not receive user plane information or preset
user plane information such as a session ID, a QoS pro-
file, a preset session ID, or a preset QoS profile within a
preset time period; or the base station does not receive,
within a preset time period, a message requesting to al-
locate a user plane resource to the terminal device or
reallocate a user plane resource to the terminal device,
such as a resource allocation request message; or the
encryption protection indication information included in
the security policy received by the base station indicates
not to enable user plane encryption protection; or a ses-
sion service type is not a preset session service type, for
example, the preconfigured security policy may include
an association relationship between the preset session
service type and enabling of user plane encryption pro-
tection.
[0287] For example, when a preset default condition
indicates that the base station always does not enable
user plane encryption protection, a user plane encryption
key is not generated.
[0288] The following uses an example in which the ter-
minal device does not enable user plane integrity protec-

tion for description.
[0289] When a condition for not enabling user plane
integrity protection by the terminal device is met, the ter-
minal device does not enable user plane integrity protec-
tion.
[0290] The condition for not enabling user plane integ-
rity protection by the terminal device may be as follows:
The terminal device does not send a second preset user
plane message within a preset time period, such as a
session establishment request message; or the terminal
device receives integrity protection indication information
sent by the base station, and the integrity protection in-
dication information indicates not to enable user plane
integrity protection; or the terminal device receives a first
preset signaling plane message within a preset time pe-
riod, such as a registration request complete message
or a service request complete message.
[0291] For example, when a preset default condition
indicates that the terminal device always does not enable
user plane integrity protection, a user plane integrity pro-
tection key is not generated.
[0292] For example, when a preset default condition
indicates that the base station always does not enable
user plane encryption protection, a user plane encryption
key is not generated.
[0293] The following uses an example in which the ter-
minal device does not enable user plane encryption pro-
tection for description.
[0294] When a condition for not enabling user plane
encryption protection by the terminal device is met, the
terminal device does not enable user plane encryption
protection.
[0295] The condition for not enabling user plane en-
cryption protection by the terminal device may be as fol-
lows: The terminal device does not send a second preset
user plane message within a preset time period, such as
a session establishment request message; or the termi-
nal device receives encryption protection indication in-
formation sent by the base station, and the encryption
protection indication information indicates not to enable
user plane encryption protection.
[0296] For example, when a preset default condition
indicates that the terminal device always does not enable
user plane encryption protection, a user plane encryption
key is not generated.
[0297] There are a plurality of implementations in
which the terminal device or the base station does not
enable user plane integrity protection, which are as fol-
lows:
Manner 1 of not enabling user plane integrity protection:
That the terminal device or the base station does not
enable user plane integrity protection may be generating
a user plane integrity protection key, but not performing
user plane integrity protection by using the user plane
integrity protection key. That is, when user plane integrity
protection is not enabled, the user plane integrity protec-
tion key may be first generated, but the user plane integ-
rity protection key is not used; then, when user plane
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integrity protection is enabled, the user plane integrity
protection key is used to perform user plane integrity pro-
tection.
[0298] In manner 1 of not enabling user plane integrity
protection, a user plane integrity protection algorithm is
obtained before the terminal device generates the user
plane integrity protection key. For example, a signaling
plane integrity protection algorithm may be used as the
user plane integrity protection algorithm.
[0299] Manner 2 of not enabling user plane integrity
protection: That the terminal device or the base station
does not enable user plane integrity protection may be
generating a user plane integrity protection key, and per-
forming user plane integrity protection by using the user
plane integrity protection key. That is, when whether to
enable user plane integrity protection cannot be deter-
mined or it is determined not to enable user plane integrity
protection, the user plane integrity protection key may
not be generated, and the user plane integrity protection
key is generated when user plane integrity protection is
enabled.
[0300] Correspondingly, for example, for the terminal
device and the base station, if it is determined that the
terminal device and the base station always do not enable
user plane integrity protection (for example, which may
be a preset condition), the user plane integrity protection
key may not be generated.
[0301] Implementations in which the base station and
the terminal device do not enable user plane integrity
protection may be the same or may be different. For ex-
ample, both the base station and the terminal device use
manner 1 of not enabling user plane integrity protection;
or the terminal device uses manner 1 of not enabling user
plane integrity protection, and the base station uses man-
ner 2 of not enabling user plane integrity protection.
[0302] There are a plurality of implementations in
which the terminal device or the base station does not
enable user plane encryption protection, which are as
follows:
Manner 1 of not enabling user plane encryption protec-
tion: That the terminal device or the base station does
not enable user plane encryption protection includes gen-
erating a user plane encryption protection key, but not
performing user plane encryption protection by using the
user plane encryption protection key. That is, when user
plane encryption protection is not enabled, the user plane
encryption protection key may be first generated, but not
be used; and when user plane encryption protection is
enabled, user plane encryption protection is performed
by using the user plane encryption protection key.
[0303] In manner 1 of not enabling user plane encryp-
tion protection, a user plane encryption algorithm is ob-
tained before the terminal device generates the user
plane encryption protection key. For example, a signaling
plane encryption algorithm may be used as the user plane
encryption algorithm.
[0304] Manner 2 of not enabling user plane encryption
protection: That the terminal device or the base station

does not enable user plane encryption protection in-
cludes generating a user plane encryption protection key
when user plane encryption protection is enabled, and
performing user plane encryption protection by using the
user plane encryption protection key. That is, when
whether to enable user plane encryption protection can-
not be determined or it is determined not to enable user
plane encryption protection, the user plane encryption
protection key may not be generated, and the user plane
encryption key is generated when user plane encryption
protection is enabled.
[0305] Correspondingly, for example, for the terminal
device and the base station, if it is determined that the
terminal device and the base station always do not enable
user plane encryption protection (for example, which may
be a preset condition), the user plane encryption protec-
tion key may not be generated.
[0306] Implementations in which the base station and
the terminal device do not enable user plane encryption
protection may be the same or may be different. For ex-
ample, both the base station and the terminal device use
manner 1 of not enabling user plane encryption protec-
tion; or the terminal device uses manner 1 of not enabling
user plane encryption protection, and the base station
uses manner 2 of not enabling user plane encryption pro-
tection.
[0307] In addition, there are a plurality of implementa-
tions in which the base station and the terminal device
enable user plane encryption protection. For example,
whether to enable user plane encryption protection may
be determined based on a preset stipulation. The preset
stipulation may be that the terminal device enables user
plane encryption protection after receiving an AS security
mode command, that is, meeting a user plane encryption
protection condition of the base station includes receiving
an AS security mode command. Based on this example,
for example, meeting a user plane integrity protection
condition of the terminal device includes that the terminal
device receives integrity protection indication information
indicating to enable user plane integrity protection. That
is, the terminal device enables user plane encryption pro-
tection after receiving the AS security mode command,
and whether to enable user plane integrity protection re-
quires the base station to notify the terminal device by
sending the integrity protection indication information. In
this case, the terminal device does not enable user plane
integrity protection when not receiving the integrity pro-
tection indication information. Further, when the terminal
device receives the integrity protection indication infor-
mation indicating to enable user plane integrity protec-
tion, the terminal device enables user plane integrity pro-
tection. In other words, the terminal device does not en-
able user plane integrity protection within one time peri-
od, but may enable user plane integrity protection in an-
other time period. That is, the terminal device does not
enable user plane integrity protection temporarily. This
is different from a case in which the terminal device al-
ways does not enable user plane integrity protection. The
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base station and the terminal device may further deter-
mine, based on a preset stipulation, whether to enable
signaling plane protection (including signaling plane in-
tegrity protection and/or signaling plane encryption pro-
tection), and the preset stipulation may be that the ter-
minal device enables signaling plane protection after re-
ceiving an AS security mode command.
[0308] For another example, when enabling signaling
plane protection (enabling signaling plane integrity pro-
tection and/or signaling plane encryption protection), the
terminal device or the base station enables user plane
encryption protection. That is, meeting the user plane
encryption protection condition of the base station in-
cludes enabling signaling plane protection. In other
words, user plane encryption protection may be enabled
together with signaling plane protection, and enabling or
disabling user plane integrity protection depends on
whether a user plane integrity protection condition of the
base station is met. For example, after receiving regis-
tration accept or service request accept, the base station
may enable signaling plane protection (enable signaling
plane integrity protection and/or signaling plane encryp-
tion protection), enable user plane encryption protection,
but not enable user plane integrity protection. Further, in
this implementation, the encryption indication informa-
tion may not be set.
[0309] For example, after step 203 in FIG. 2, that is,
after the base station sends the AS security mode com-
mand to the terminal device, the terminal device enables
signaling plane protection but not user plane protection,
and may generate a signaling plane key (signaling plane
integrity protection key and/or signaling plane encryption
protection key) and a user plane key (user plane integrity
protection key and/or user plane encryption protection
key). However, only the signaling plane key is used for
protection, and the user plane key may be stored. The
user plane key is used when user plane protection is
enabled.
[0310] For another example, after step 203 in FIG. 2,
that is, after the base station sends the AS security mode
command to the terminal device, the terminal device en-
ables signaling plane protection, enables user plane en-
cryption protection, and does not enable user plane in-
tegrity protection, and may generate a signaling plane
key (signaling plane integrity protection key and/or sign-
aling plane encryption protection key), a user plane en-
cryption key, and a user plane integrity protection key.
However, only the signaling plane key and the user plane
encryption key are used for protection. The user plane
integrity protection key may be stored. When user plane
integrity protection is enabled, the user plane integrity
protection key is used to perform integrity protection.
[0311] For another example, after step 203 in FIG. 2,
that is, after the base station sends the AS security mode
command to the terminal device, the terminal device en-
ables signaling plane protection but not user plane pro-
tection, may generate a signaling plane key (signaling
plane integrity protection key and/or signaling plane en-

cryption protection key) and use the signaling plane key
for protection, and does not generate a user plane key
(user plane integrity protection key and/or user plane en-
cryption protection key). For another example, when the
request message in step 211 in FIG. 2b is a session es-
tablishment request, after step 211, the base station
sends an AS security mode command or an RRC recon-
figuration message to the terminal device, and after re-
ceiving the AS security mode command or the RRC
reconfiguration message, the terminal device uses the
user plane key to perform user plane security protection.
[0312] For another example, after step 203 in FIG. 2,
that is, after the base station sends the AS security mode
command to the terminal device, the terminal device en-
ables signaling plane protection and user plane encryp-
tion protection, does not enable user plane integrity pro-
tection, may generate a signaling plane key (signaling
plane integrity protection key and/or signaling plane en-
cryption protection key) and use the signaling plane key
for protection, and may generate a user plane encryption
key and use the user plane encryption key for protection,
but does not generate a user plane integrity protection
key. For another example, when the request message in
step 211 in FIG. 2b is a session establishment request,
after step 211, the base station sends an AS security
mode command or an RRC reconfiguration message to
the terminal device, and after receiving the AS security
mode command or the RRC reconfiguration message,
the terminal device generates the user plane integrity
protection key and uses the user plane integrity protec-
tion key to perform user plane security protection.
[0313] The terminal device may determine, based on
received integrity protection indication information sent
by the base station, whether to enable user plane integrity
protection, or the terminal device may also determine to
enable user plane integrity protection or not to enable
user plane integrity protection, which is described in the
following by using implementation cl and implementation
c2. Further, optionally, to save resources, if the terminal
device determines not to enable user plane integrity pro-
tection, a user plane integrity protection algorithm may
not be sent. That is, in this optional implementation, an
empty user plane integrity protection algorithm cannot
be sent, but if the terminal device does not enable user
plane encryption protection, an empty user plane encryp-
tion algorithm is sent.
[0314] It should be noted that in the foregoing embod-
iments and various optional implementations of the em-
bodiments, at least one of the integrity protection indica-
tion information, the encryption indication information,
the signaling plane integrity protection indication infor-
mation, and the signaling plane encryption indication in-
formation that are sent by the base station to the terminal
device may be carried in a preset message. For example,
a field is predefined in the preset message, and the pre-
defined field carries at least one of the integrity protection
indication information, the encryption indication informa-
tion, the signaling plane integrity protection indication in-
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formation, and the signaling plane encryption indication
information. The preset message may be an AS security
mode command or an RRC reconfiguration request. For
example, the integrity protection indication information is
sent to the terminal device in a form of an identifier of an
algorithm shown in the following implementation cl-1
(b7).
[0315] It should be noted that, in the foregoing embod-
iments and various optional implementations of the em-
bodiments, at least one of the integrity protection indica-
tion information, the encryption indication information,
the signaling plane integrity protection indication infor-
mation, and the signaling plane encryption indication in-
formation that are received by the base station may be
carried in the security policy, and c1-1 (b2) to c1-1 (b7)
may be specifically used.
[0316] The following describes various representation
manners of the integrity protection indication information
and/or the encryption indication information.

Implementation c1-1 (b1)

[0317] At least one of the integrity protection indication
information, the encryption indication information, the
signaling plane integrity protection indication information,
and the signaling plane encryption indication information
may be represented by setting a session ID in a prede-
fined field. For example, when the base station does not
receive the session ID, the session ID in the predefined
field in the preset message sent to the terminal device is
set to 0, indicating that only signaling plane protection is
enabled, user plane integrity protection is not enabled,
and user plane encryption is not enabled. When the ses-
sion ID in the predefined field in the preset message re-
ceived by the terminal device is 0, it may be determined
that only signaling plane protection is enabled (signaling
plane integrity protection is enabled and/or signaling
plane encryption protection is enabled), user plane in-
tegrity protection indication information is not enabled,
and user plane encryption indication information is not
enabled.
[0318] Further, enabling signaling plane protection
may be enabling at least one of signaling plane integrity
protection and signaling plane encryption protection.
Specifically, whether to enable signaling plane integrity
protection, signaling plane encryption protection, or sig-
naling plane integrity protection and signaling plane en-
cryption protection may be determined based on a preset
rule or the like. For example, signaling plane integrity
protection and signaling plane encryption protection are
enabled by default in the preset rule. The following con-
tent similar to that in this paragraph is not repeated below.
[0319] For another example, when receiving the ses-
sion ID, the base station may set the session ID in the
predefined field in the preset message sent to the termi-
nal device, to a current session ID. If the terminal device
receives the preset message sent by the base station,
the predefined field in the preset message includes the

session ID, and the session ID is the current session ID,
the terminal device enables user plane encryption pro-
tection and user plane integrity protection by default. Op-
tionally, an encryption algorithm selected by the base
station for the signaling plane may also be used for the
user plane, that is, the encryption algorithm selected by
the base station is a signaling plane encryption algorithm
and a user plane encryption algorithm. Similarly, a se-
lected signaling plane integrity protection algorithm is
used as a user plane integrity protection algorithm. Fur-
ther, if the terminal device receives the preset message
sent by the base station, the predefined field in the preset
message includes the session ID, and the session ID is
not empty, the terminal device may enable user plane
integrity protection and/or user plane encryption protec-
tion. Specifically, whether to enable user plane encryp-
tion protection, user plane integrity protection, or user
plane encryption protection and user plane integrity pro-
tection may be determined by referring to the preset rule
or the description in another embodiment of this applica-
tion.
[0320] In another optional implementation, at least one
of the integrity protection indication information, the en-
cryption indication information, the signaling plane integ-
rity protection indication information, and the signaling
plane encryption indication information may be indicated
by setting related information of QoS in the predefined
field in the preset message, for example, setting a QFI
value. A manner of using the QFI value may be similar
to a manner of using the session ID. For example, when
the base station does not receive the QFI, the QFI in the
predefined field in the preset message sent to the termi-
nal device is set to 0, indicating that only signaling plane
protection is enabled, user plane integrity protection in-
dication information is not enabled, and user plane en-
cryption indication information is not enabled. When the
QFI in the predefined field received the terminal device
is 0, it may be determined that only signaling plane pro-
tection is enabled, user plane integrity protection indica-
tion information is not enabled, and user plane encryption
indication information is not enabled.

Implementation c1-1 (b2)

[0321] The integrity protection indication information
and/or the encryption indication information may be rep-
resented by using bit information in a predefined field in
a preset message or a security policy, for example, the
predefined field may include one piece of bit information.
[0322] For example, in a default case, user plane en-
cryption protection is enabled, and user plane integrity
protection is not enabled. Then, one piece of bit informa-
tion in the predefined field is the integrity protection indi-
cation information. A bit location 1 in the predefined field
may indicate enabling of user plane integrity protection.
A bit location 0 in the predefined field may indicate not
enabling of user plane integrity protection.
[0323] For another example, in a default case, user
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plane encryption protection is not enabled, and user
plane integrity protection is enabled. Then, one piece of
bit information in the predefined field is the encryption
indication information. Specifically, a bit location 1 in the
predefined field may indicate enabling of user plane en-
cryption protection, and a bit location 0 in the predefined
field may indicate not enabling of user plane encryption
protection.
[0324] For another example, in a default case, user
plane encryption protection is enabled, and user plane
integrity protection is enabled. Then, one piece of bit in-
formation in the predefined field is the integrity protection
indication information and the encryption indication infor-
mation. A bit location 1 in the predefined field may indi-
cate enabling of user plane integrity protection and ena-
bling of user plane encryption protection. A bit location 0
in the predefined field may indicate not enabling of user
plane integrity protection and not enabling of user plane
encryption protection.

Implementation c1-1 (b3)

[0325] The integrity protection indication information
and the encryption indication information may be repre-
sented by bit information in a predefined field in a preset
message or a security policy. For example, the prede-
fined field may include two pieces of bit information. One
piece of bit information indicates whether user plane en-
cryption needs to be enabled or disabled. The other piece
of bit information indicates whether user plane integrity
protection needs to be enabled or disabled. That is, one
piece of bit information is the encryption indication infor-
mation, and the other piece of bit information is the in-
tegrity protection indication information. For example, the
bit information corresponding to the encryption indication
information in the predefined field is set to 1, indicating
enabling of user plane encryption protection. The bit in-
formation corresponding to the integrity protection indi-
cation information in the predefined field is set to 1, indi-
cating that the terminal device enables user plane integ-
rity protection. The bit information corresponding to the
encryption indication information in the predefined field
is set to 0, indicating not enabling of user plane encryption
protection. The bit information corresponding to the in-
tegrity protection indication information in the predefined
field is set to 0, indicating that the terminal device does
not enable user plane integrity protection.

Implementation c1-1 (b4)

[0326] The integrity protection indication information
and the encryption indication information may be repre-
sented by bit information in a predefined field in a preset
message or a security policy. For example, the prede-
fined field may include four pieces of bit information. One
piece of bit information in the predefined field indicates
whether user plane encryption protection is enabled. For
example, the bit information is set to 1, indicating that

user plane encryption protection is enabled, and the bit
information is set to 0, indicating that user plane encryp-
tion protection is not enabled. One piece of bit information
in the predefined field indicates whether a key length of
user plane encryption protection is 128 bits or 256 bits.
For example, the bit information is set to 1, indicating that
the key length of user plane encryption protection is 128
bits, and the bit information is set to 0, indicating that the
key length of user plane encryption protection is 256 bits.
One piece of bit information in the predefined field indi-
cates whether a key length of user plane integrity pro-
tection is 128 bits or 256 bits. The bit information is set
to 1, indicating that the key length of user plane integrity
protection is 128 bits, that is, a 32-bit MAC value is gen-
erated. The bit information is set to 0, indicating that the
key length of user plane integrity protection is 256 bits,
that is, a 64-bit MAC value is generated. One piece of bit
information in the predefined field indicates whether user
plane integrity protection is enabled. For example, the
bit information is set to 1, indicating that user plane in-
tegrity protection is enabled, and the bit information is
set to 0, indicating that user plane integrity protection is
not enabled.
[0327] The integrity protection indication information
and/or the encryption indication information may be ex-
amples shown in the foregoing implementation c1-1 (b2),
implementation c1-1 (b3), and implementation c1-1 (b4),
and may be bit information. Alternatively, the integrity
protection indication information and/or the encryption
indication information may be referred to as switching
information.
[0328] Further, specific content of the switching infor-
mation may be combined with a specific method. For
example, if user plane encryption protection and user
plane integrity protection are enabled, and further, if it is
defined in a preset rule that user plane encryption pro-
tection is enabled by default but user plane integrity pro-
tection needs to be flexibly determined, only 1-bit indica-
tion information may be carried in a preset field, and the
1-bit indication information is used to indicate whether
user plane integrity protection needs to be enabled. Fur-
ther, if it is defined in the preset rule that neither user
plane encryption protection nor user plane integrity pro-
tection is enabled before the integrity protection indica-
tion information and the encryption indication information
are received, 2-bit indication information may be carried
in the preset field, and is respectively used to indicate
whether to enable user encryption protection and wheth-
er to enable user plane integrity protection.

Implementation c 1-1 (b5)

[0329] The integrity protection indication information
and/or the encryption indication information may be an
identifier of an algorithm. In this case, the integrity pro-
tection indication information and/or the encryption indi-
cation information may be carried in a predefined field in
a preset message or a security policy, or may be carried
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in a security policy. In other words, the base station sends
an identifier of an algorithm to the terminal device, the
identifier of the algorithm is used to indicate the algorithm,
and the identifier of the algorithm is also the integrity pro-
tection indication information and/or the encryption indi-
cation information.
[0330] In an optional implementation, AS SMC trans-
mitted by the base station carries, for example, EIA and
EEA numbers in an LTE network, and the EIA and EEA
numbers represent a selected integrity protection algo-
rithm and encryption algorithm. The EIA and EEA num-
bers may be carried to represent the integrity protection
indication information, the encryption indication informa-
tion, the signaling plane integrity protection indication in-
formation, and the signaling plane encryption indication
information. For example, the EIA number indicates that
integrity protection is enabled.
[0331] In another optional implementation, the identi-
fier of the algorithm may be extended to four preset fields,
which are respectively EIA-RRC, EEA-RRC, EIA-UP,
and EEA-UP. A selected algorithm is placed at a corre-
sponding location to represent a current negotiation
method. For example, the base station selects EIA-RRC
= 3 and EEA-RRC = 2, and then the integrity protection
indication information, the encryption indication informa-
tion, the signaling plane integrity protection indication in-
formation, and the signaling plane encryption indication
information may be (EIA-RRC = 3, EEA-RRC = 2, EIA-
UP = 0, EEA-UP = 0). Therefore, after receiving the in-
formation, the terminal device enables signaling plane
integrity protection because EIA-RRC is not 0, enables
signaling plane encryption protection because EEA-RRC
is not 0, does not enable user plane integrity protection
because EIA-UP is 0, or does not enable user plane en-
cryption protection because EEA-UP is 0.
[0332] Further, in this implementation, the identifier of
the algorithm may not only indicate the integrity protec-
tion indication information and the encryption indication
information, but also indicate the algorithm. That is, in a
case in which the embodiment is used, when the identifier
of the algorithm is sent, all of the algorithm (for example,
a target signaling plane integrity protection algorithm, a
target signaling plane encryption algorithm, a target user
plane integrity protection algorithm, and a target user
plane encryption algorithm), the integrity protection indi-
cation information, and the encryption indication informa-
tion may be indicated.
[0333] For example, EIA-RRC = 3 may further indicate
a signaling plane integrity protection algorithm. For an-
other example, EEA-RRC = 2 may further indicate a sig-
naling plane encryption protection algorithm, and EIA-
UP = 0 may further indicate a user plane integrity protec-
tion algorithm. For another example, EEA-UP = 0 may
further indicate a user plane encryption protection algo-
rithm.
[0334] In an optional implementation of the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 2a or FIG. 2b, the integrity protection
indication information may be an identifier of an algo-

rithm. For example, when the base station enables user
plane integrity protection for the terminal device, the in-
tegrity protection indication information may be an iden-
tifier of the target user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm.
[0335] Optionally, when the base station does not en-
able user plane integrity protection for the terminal de-
vice, the integrity protection indication information may
be an identifier of a preset user plane integrity protection
algorithm, or may not carry information about any integ-
rity protection algorithm. That is, an identifier of any in-
tegrity protection algorithm or the identifier of the preset
user plane integrity protection algorithm is not sent,
meaning that the integrity protection indication informa-
tion indicates not to enable integrity protection. For ex-
ample, it is assumed that the identifier of the preset user
plane integrity protection algorithm is X123. If the integrity
protection indication information received by the terminal
device is X123, the terminal device does not enable user
plane integrity protection.
[0336] In an optional implementation of the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 2a or FIG. 2b, the base station may
further send encryption indication information to the ter-
minal device, where the encryption indication information
is used to indicate the base station whether to enable
user plane encryption protection for the terminal device.
When the base station enables user plane encryption
protection for the terminal device, the encryption indica-
tion information may be an identifier of an algorithm. For
example, the encryption indication information is an iden-
tifier of a target user plane encryption algorithm.
[0337] Optionally, when the base station does not en-
able encryption protection for the terminal device, the
encryption indication information may be an identifier of
a preset user plane encryption algorithm or an empty
encryption algorithm. That is, an identifier of any encryp-
tion algorithm is not sent or the empty encryption algo-
rithm or the identifier of the preset user plane encryption
algorithm is sent, meaning that the encryption indication
information indicates not to enable encryption protection.
For example, it is assumed that the identifier of the preset
user plane encryption algorithm is X321. If the encryption
protection indication information received by the terminal
device is X321, the terminal device does not enable user
plane encryption protection.
[0338] In another optional implementation of the em-
bodiment shown in FIG. 2, FIG. 2a, or FIG. 2b, the base
station may further send signaling plane integrity protec-
tion indication information to the terminal device, where
the signaling plane integrity protection indication infor-
mation is used to indicate the base station whether to
enable signaling plane integrity protection for the terminal
device. When the base station enables signaling plane
integrity protection for the terminal device, the signaling
plane integrity protection indication information may be
an identifier of an algorithm. For example, the signaling
plane integrity protection indication information is an
identifier of a target signaling plane integrity protection
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algorithm.
[0339] Optionally, when the base station does not en-
able signaling plane integrity protection for the terminal
device, the signaling plane integrity protection indication
information may be an identifier of a preset signaling
plane integrity protection algorithm, or may be informa-
tion that does not carry any integrity protection algorithm.
For example, it is assumed that the identifier of the preset
signaling plane integrity protection algorithm is X456. If
the signaling plane integrity protection indication infor-
mation received by the terminal device is X456, the ter-
minal device does not enable signaling plane integrity
protection.
[0340] In another optional implementation of the em-
bodiment shown in FIG. 2, FIG. 2a, or FIG. 2b, the base
station may further send signaling plane encryption indi-
cation information to the terminal device, where the sig-
naling plane encryption indication information is used to
indicate the base station whether to enable signaling
plane encryption protection for the terminal device. When
the base station enables signaling plane encryption pro-
tection for the terminal device, the signaling plane en-
cryption indication information may be an identifier of an
algorithm. For example, the signaling plane encryption
indication information is an identifier of a target signaling
plane encryption algorithm.
[0341] Optionally, when the base station does not en-
able signaling plane encryption protection for the terminal
device, the signaling plane encryption indication informa-
tion may be an identifier of a preset signaling plane en-
cryption algorithm or an empty encryption algorithm. For
example, it is assumed that the identifier of the preset
signaling plane encryption algorithm algorithm is X654.
If the signaling plane encryption protection indication in-
formation received by the terminal device is X654, the
terminal device does not enable signaling plane encryp-
tion protection.

Implementation c1-1 (b6)

[0342] The integrity protection indication information
and/or the encryption indication information may be a
session ID and 4-bit information in a predefined field in
a preset message or a security policy. Therefore, the
terminal device needs to enable corresponding user
plane security of the session ID based on the bit infor-
mation. For example, the terminal device has a plurality
of session IDs. Then, user plane security solutions cor-
responding to the session IDs may be different. For ex-
ample, one session ID is corresponding to enabling of
user plane integrity protection and enabling of user plane
encryption protection. Another session ID may be corre-
sponding to not enabling of user plane integrity protection
and enabling of user plane encryption protection.

Implementation c1-1 (b7)

[0343] The integrity protection indication information

and/or the encryption indication information may be a
session ID and an identifier of an algorithm in a prede-
fined field in a preset message or a security policy.
[0344] It can be learned from the foregoing embodi-
ment that, in the foregoing implementation, the imple-
mentation corresponding to the identifier of the algorithm
and the 4-bit information is relatively flexible, because
whether user plane encryption protection is enabled and
whether user plane integrity protection is enabled can be
specified. It can be learned based on the foregoing em-
bodiment that, a negotiated signaling plane algorithm
may be reused (reused) as the bit information (that is, an
algorithm applicable to the signaling plane is also appli-
cable to the user plane, for example, the determined tar-
get signaling plane integrity protection algorithm is also
used as the target user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm, and the determined target signaling plane encryp-
tion algorithm is also used as the target user plane en-
cryption algorithm). In addition, the identifier of the algo-
rithm may implement a difference between the signaling
plane algorithm and the user plane security algorithm,
for example, a difference between the signaling plane
encryption algorithm and the user plane encryption algo-
rithm, and a difference between the signaling plane in-
tegrity protection algorithm and the user plane integrity
protection algorithm.
[0345] The integrity protection indication information
and/or the encryption indication information may be car-
ried in an RRC reconfiguration request message and sent
by the base station to the terminal device. In this case,
if the current terminal device has enabled user plane en-
cryption protection but not user plane integrity protection,
but the current terminal device determines to enable user
plane integrity protection, optionally, the RRC reconfig-
uration request message may only transmit the integrity
protection indication information.
[0346] The base station may generate and send the
integrity protection indication information to the terminal
device. In another optional implementation, after receiv-
ing the integrity protection indication information and the
encryption indication information, the base station gen-
erates new indication information (the new indication in-
formation may include only the integrity protection indi-
cation information), and further adds the new indication
information to the RRC reconfiguration request. Because
the integrity protection indication information and the en-
cryption indication information may come from an N2 in-
terface and the interface may change after they are sent,
the base station further needs to perform, based on a
format in the RRC reconfiguration request message,
some corresponding processing on the integrity protec-
tion indication information and/or the encryption indica-
tion information that are to be carried.
[0347] In a manner in which the base station sends the
integrity protection indication information and/or the en-
cryption indication information, the base station may di-
rectly forward the integrity protection indication informa-
tion and/or the encryption indication information to the
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terminal device.
[0348] In another manner in which the base station
sends the integrity protection indication information
and/or the encryption indication information, based on
that the integrity protection indication information and/or
the encryption indication information are/is an identifier
of an algorithm, in this case, the base station may deter-
mine an identifier of a corresponding target algorithm
based on the obtained (for example, received by the base
station or obtained through determining by the base sta-
tion) integrity protection indication information and/or the
encryption indication information, and sends the identifier
of the corresponding target algorithm to the terminal de-
vice. For example, when enabling user plane integrity
protection, the base station determines a target user
plane integrity protection algorithm, and sends an iden-
tifier of the target user plane integrity protection algorithm
to the terminal device. When receiving the identifier of
the target user plane integrity protection algorithm, the
terminal device may enable user plane integrity protec-
tion algorithm, and perform user plane integrity protection
by using the target user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm.
[0349] The integrity protection indication information
and/or the encryption indication information may be car-
ried in an RRC reconfiguration request message and sent
by the base station to the terminal device. Optionally,
when the integrity protection indication information
and/or the encryption indication information are/is an
identifier of an algorithm, the RRC message may carry
the identifier of the algorithm.
[0350] For example, when the integrity protection indi-
cation information and/or the encryption indication infor-
mation are/is an identifier of an algorithm, the integrity
protection indication information and/or the encryption
indication information may be an algorithm list. Option-
ally, if an algorithm in the algorithm list corresponding to
the integrity protection indication information and/or the
encryption indication information is an integrity protection
algorithm, and the integrity protection algorithm is not an
empty algorithm, and if the base station determines that
there is not intersection among a user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm supported by the terminal device, a user
plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by the base
station, and the algorithm list corresponding to the integ-
rity protection indication information and/or the encryp-
tion indication information, the base station may select
one algorithm that belongs to the user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm supported by the terminal device and
that also belongs to the user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by the base station, as the target user
plane integrity protection algorithm. If the algorithm in the
algorithm list corresponding to the integrity protection in-
dication information and/or the encryption indication in-
formation is an empty algorithm, the base station does
not select the target user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm, which may be understood as not enabling user
plane integrity protection.

[0351] Further, optionally, if the algorithm in the algo-
rithm list corresponding to the integrity protection indica-
tion information and/or the encryption indication informa-
tion is an encryption algorithm, and the encryption algo-
rithm is not an empty encryption algorithm, and if the
base station determines that there is not intersection
among a user plane encryption algorithm supported by
the terminal device, a user plane encryption algorithm
allowed by the base station, and the algorithm list corre-
sponding to the integrity protection indication information
and/or the encryption indication information, the base
station may select one algorithm that belongs to the user
plane encryption algorithm supported by the terminal de-
vice and that also belongs to the user plane encryption
algorithm allowed by the base station, as the target user
plane encryption algorithm. If the algorithm in the algo-
rithm list corresponding to the integrity protection indica-
tion information and/or the encryption indication informa-
tion is an empty encryption algorithm, the base station
may select an empty encryption algorithm as the target
user plane encryption algorithm, which may be under-
stood as not enabling user plane encryption protection.
[0352] For another example, when the integrity protec-
tion indication information and/or the encryption indica-
tion information is an identifier of an algorithm, the integ-
rity protection indication information and/or the encryp-
tion indication information may be an algorithm list, and
an algorithm may be selected from the algorithm list. If
the selected algorithm is an integrity protection algorithm,
and the selected integrity protection algorithm is a preset
integrity protection algorithm, optionally, before forward-
ing the selected integrity protection algorithm to the ter-
minal device, the base station checks whether the se-
lected integrity protection algorithm is an algorithm that
belongs to a user plane integrity protection algorithm sup-
ported by the terminal device and that also belongs to a
user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by the
base station. If yes, the selected integrity protection al-
gorithm is sent to the terminal device as the target user
plane integrity protection algorithm.
[0353] On the other hand, if the selected integrity pro-
tection algorithm does not meet a condition that the al-
gorithm belongs to the user plane integrity protection al-
gorithm supported by the terminal device and also be-
longs to the user plane integrity protection algorithm al-
lowed by the base station, and the selected integrity pro-
tection algorithm is not an empty algorithm, the base sta-
tion needs to select an algorithm that belongs to a user
plane integrity protection algorithm supported by the ter-
minal device and that also belongs to a user plane integ-
rity protection algorithm allowed by the base station, as
the target user plane integrity protection algorithm, and
send the target user plane integrity protection algorithm
to the terminal device. On the other hand, if the selected
integrity protection algorithm does not meet the condition
that the algorithm belongs to the user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm supported by the terminal device and
also belongs to the user plane integrity protection algo-
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rithm allowed by the base station, and the selected in-
tegrity protection algorithm is an empty algorithm, the
base station does not select the target user plane integrity
protection algorithm, which may be understood as not
enabling user plane integrity protection.
[0354] Further, on the other hand, optionally, if the se-
lected algorithm is an encryption algorithm, and the se-
lected encryption algorithm is a preset encryption algo-
rithm, optionally, before forwarding the selected encryp-
tion algorithm to the terminal device, the base station
checks whether the selected encryption algorithm is an
algorithm that belongs to the user plane encryption algo-
rithm supported by the terminal device and that also be-
longs to the user plane encryption algorithm allowed by
the base station. If yes, the selected encryption algorithm
is sent to the terminal device as the target user plane
encryption algorithm.
[0355] On the other hand, if the selected encryption
algorithm does not meet a condition that the algorithm
belongs to the user plane encryption algorithm supported
by the terminal device and also belongs to the user plane
encryption algorithm allowed by the base station, and the
selected encryption algorithm is not an empty algorithm,
the base station needs to select an algorithm that belongs
to the user plane encryption algorithm supported by the
terminal device and that also belongs to the user plane
encryption algorithm allowed by the base station, as the
target user plane encryption algorithm, and send the tar-
get user plane encryption algorithm to the terminal de-
vice. On the other hand, if the selected encryption algo-
rithm does not meet the condition that the algorithm be-
longs to the user plane encryption algorithm supported
by the terminal device and also belongs to the user plane
encryption algorithm allowed by the base station, and the
selected encryption algorithm is an empty algorithm, the
base station does not select the target user plane en-
cryption algorithm, which may be understood as not en-
abling user plane encryption protection.
[0356] In this embodiment of this application, the in-
tegrity protection indication information and/or the en-
cryption indication information may be carried in an AS
security mode command and sent to the terminal device
by the base station. Optionally, the signaling plane integ-
rity protection indication information and/or the signaling
plane encryption indication information may also be car-
ried in the AS security mode command and sent to the
terminal device by the base station.
[0357] In an optional implementation, before the termi-
nal device enables user plane integrity protection, the
terminal device may verify integrity protection of the AS
security mode command. Optionally, the base station
performs integrity protection on the AS security mode
command by using the user plane integrity protection al-
gorithm. Optionally, after determining based on the se-
curity policy that user plane integrity protection is ena-
bled, the base station may perform integrity protection
on the AS security mode command by using the user
plane integrity protection algorithm. Optionally, the ter-

minal device verifies, by using the user plane integrity
protection algorithm, whether integrity protection on the
AS security mode command is correct. For example, after
finding that user plane integrity protection is activated,
the terminal device uses the user plane integrity protec-
tion algorithm to verify whether integrity protection on the
AS security mode command is correct, and it is not ex-
cluded that the user plane integrity protection algorithm
is a currently used AS signaling plane integrity protection
algorithm. Further, the base station receives an AS se-
curity mode end message returned by the terminal de-
vice. Optionally, the base station verifies integrity protec-
tion on the AS security mode end message by using the
user plane integrity protection algorithm. Optionally, after
finding that the AS security mode end message carries
an integrity protection parameter MAC-I, the base station
verifies integrity protection on the AS security mode end
message, and it is not excluded that the user plane in-
tegrity protection algorithm is a currently used AS sign-
aling plane integrity protection algorithm. Optionally, after
receiving the security mode end message, the base sta-
tion correspondingly enables user plane integrity protec-
tion (for example, integrity indication information and en-
cryption indication information indicate to enable user
plane integrity protection and not to enable user plane
encryption protection, and the base station may enable
user plane integrity protection but not user plane encryp-
tion protection after receiving the security mode end mes-
sage). Further, optionally, after correspondingly enabling
user plane integrity protection, the base station may send
an RRC reconfiguration request message to the terminal
device, and further, optionally, the terminal device returns
an RRC reconfiguration complete message to the base
station.
[0358] In another optional implementation, in a case
of enabling user plane integrity protection, the integrity
protection indication information may be carried in an AS
security mode command, and then the AS security mode
command is carried in an RRC reconfiguration request
message and sent to the terminal device by the base
station. Optionally, at least one of the encryption indica-
tion information, the signaling plane integrity protection
indication information, and the signaling plane encryption
indication information may also be carried in an AS se-
curity mode command, and then the AS security mode
command is carried in an RRC reconfiguration request
message and sent to the terminal device by the base
station.
[0359] FIG. 3 shows an example of a schematic struc-
tural diagram of a base station according to this applica-
tion.
[0360] Based on a same concept, this application pro-
vides a base station 300, configured to execute the so-
lution according to any one of the foregoing methods. As
shown in FIG. 3, the base station 300 includes a proces-
sor 301, a transceiver 302, a memory 303, and a com-
munications interface 304. The processor 301, the trans-
ceiver 302, the memory 303, and the communications
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interface 304 are connected to each other by using a bus
305.
[0361] The bus 305 may be a peripheral component
interconnect (peripheral component interconnect, PCI)
bus, an extended industry standard architecture (extend-
ed industry standard architecture, EISA) bus, or the like.
The bus may be categorized as an address bus, a data
bus, a control bus, or the like. For ease of indication, the
bus is indicated by using only one bold line in FIG. 3.
However, it does not indicate that there is only one bus
or only one type of bus.
[0362] The memory 303 may include a volatile memory
(volatile memory), for example, a random access mem-
ory (random access memory, RAM), and may also in-
clude a non-volatile memory (non-volatile memory), for
example, a flash memory (flash memory), a hard disk
drive (hard disk drive, HDD), or a solid-state drive (solid-
state drive, SSD); or the memory 303 may include a com-
bination of these types of memories.
[0363] The communications interface 304 may be a
wired communications interface, a wireless communica-
tions interface, or a combination thereof. The wired com-
munications interface may be, for example, an Ethernet
interface. The Ethernet interface may be an optical inter-
face, an electrical interface, or a combination thereof.
The wireless communications interface may be a WLAN
interface.
[0364] The processor 301 may be a central processing
unit (central processing unit, CPU), a network processor
(network processor, NP), or a combination of a CPU and
an NP. The processor 301 may further include a hard-
ware chip. The hardware chip may be an application-
specific integrated circuit (application-specific integrated
circuit, ASIC), a programmable logic device (program-
mable logic device, PLD), or a combination thereof. The
PLD may be a complex programmable logic device (com-
plex programmable logic device, CPLD), a field-program-
mable gate array (field-programmable gate array, FP-
GA), a generic array logic (generic array logic, GAL), or
any combination thereof.
[0365] Optionally, the memory 303 may be further con-
figured to store a program instruction. By invoking the
program instruction stored in the memory 303, the proc-
essor 301 may perform one or more steps or an optional
implementation in the embodiments shown in the fore-
going solutions, so that the base station 300 implements
a function of the base station in the foregoing methods.
[0366] The processor 301 is configured to execute the
instruction stored in the memory and control the trans-
ceiver 302 to perform signal receiving and signal sending.
When the processor 301 executes the instruction stored
in the memory, the base station 300 may be configured
to execute the following solution.
[0367] The processor 301 is configured to obtain a se-
curity policy, where the security policy includes integrity
protection indication information, and the integrity pro-
tection indication information is used to indicate the base
station whether to enable integrity protection for a termi-

nal device; and when the integrity protection indication
information indicates the base station to enable integrity
protection for the terminal device, determine a target user
plane integrity protection algorithm. The transceiver 302
is configured to send the target user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm to the terminal device. In this way,
whether to enable integrity protection for the terminal de-
vice may be selected flexibly based on the security policy.
In addition, only when integrity protection is enabled for
the terminal device, the base station sends the target
user plane integrity protection algorithm to the terminal
device. On one hand, because a user plane security al-
gorithm is independently negotiated, flexibility of sepa-
rately determining the user plane security algorithm and
a signaling plane security algorithm is improved. On the
other hand, because the integrity protection indication
information is added, flexibility of determining the target
user plane integrity protection algorithm of the terminal
device is improved.
[0368] Optionally, the transceiver 302 is configured to
send the target user plane integrity protection algorithm
to the terminal device by using Radio Resource Control
RRC signaling. The solution provided in this embodiment
of this application is implemented by reusing RRC sign-
aling in the prior art, so that better compatibility with the
prior art is implemented, and a modification to the prior
art is relatively small. For a specific optional implemen-
tation, refer to the foregoing content, and details are not
described herein again.
[0369] Optionally, the processor 301 is specifically
configured to determine the target user plane integrity
protection algorithm based on a user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm supported by the terminal device and a
user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by the
base station.
[0370] Optionally, the user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by the base station is a user plane
integrity protection algorithm sorted based on a priority,
or the user plane integrity protection algorithm supported
by the terminal device is a user plane integrity protection
algorithm sorted based on a priority.
[0371] Optionally, the security policy further includes
a user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by a
serving network. The processor 301 is configured to de-
termine the target user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm based on the user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm allowed by the base station, the user plane integrity
protection algorithm supported by the terminal device,
and the user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed
by the serving network.
[0372] Optionally, the user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by the serving network is a user plane
integrity protection algorithm sorted based on a priority.
[0373] Optionally, the processor 301 is further config-
ured to: when the security policy further includes encryp-
tion indication information, and the encryption indication
information is used to indicate the base station to enable
encryption protection for the terminal device, send a tar-
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get user plane encryption algorithm to the terminal device
by using the transceiver 302; or when the security policy
further includes a key length, send the key length to the
terminal device by using the transceiver 302; or when
the security policy further includes D-H indication infor-
mation, and the D-H indication information is used to in-
dicate the base station to enable D-H for the terminal
device, send a D-H related key to the terminal device by
using the transceiver 302.
[0374] Optionally, the transceiver 302 is specifically
configured to receive quality of service of a current ses-
sion of the terminal device from a session management
function SMF entity, and the processor 301 is further con-
figured to allocate a target data radio bearer to the ter-
minal device based on at least one of the security policy
and the quality of service.
[0375] For a specific manner of allocating, by the proc-
essor 301, the target data radio bearer to the terminal
device based on at least one of the security policy and
the quality of service, refer to content in the foregoing
method embodiments. Details are not described herein
again.
[0376] In an optional implementation solution, the
processor 301 is configured to set up the target data radio
bearer for the terminal device based on at least one of
the security policy and the quality of service.
[0377] Optionally, the transceiver 302 is configured to
receive the security policy from the SMF entity; or receive
an identifier of the security policy from the SMF entity,
and obtain the security policy based on the identifier of
the security policy.
[0378] Optionally, the processor 301 is further config-
ured to: obtain a signaling plane security algorithm sup-
ported by the terminal device; and determine a target
signaling plane security algorithm based on the signaling
plane security algorithm supported by the terminal device
and a signaling plane security algorithm allowed by the
base station; and the transceiver 302 is further configured
to add the target signaling plane security algorithm to an
access stratum AS security mode command SMC and
send the AS SMC to the terminal device.
[0379] FIG. 4 shows an example of a schematic struc-
tural diagram of an SMF entity according to this applica-
tion.
[0380] Based on a same concept, this application pro-
vides an SMF entity 400, configured to execute the so-
lution according to any one of the foregoing methods. As
shown in FIG. 4, the SMF entity 400 includes a processor
401, a transceiver 402, a memory 403, and a communi-
cations interface 404. The processor 401, the transceiver
402, the memory 403, and the communications interface
404 are connected to each other by using a bus 405.
[0381] The bus 405 may be a peripheral component
interconnect (peripheral component interconnect, PCI)
bus, an extended industry standard architecture (extend-
ed industry standard architecture, EISA) bus, or the like.
The bus may be categorized as an address bus, a data
bus, a control bus, or the like. For ease of indication, the

bus is indicated by using only one bold line in FIG. 4.
However, it does not indicate that there is only one bus
or only one type of bus.
[0382] The memory 403 may include a volatile memory
(volatile memory), for example, a random access mem-
ory (random access memory, RAM), and may also in-
clude a non-volatile memory (non-volatile memory), for
example, a flash memory (flash memory), a hard disk
drive (hard disk drive, HDD), or a solid-state drive (solid-
state drive, SSD); or the memory 403 may include a com-
bination of these types of memories.
[0383] The communications interface 404 may be a
wired communications interface, a wireless communica-
tions interface, or a combination thereof. The wired com-
munications interface may be, for example, an Ethernet
interface. The Ethernet interface may be an optical inter-
face, an electrical interface, or a combination thereof.
The wireless communications interface may be a WLAN
interface.
[0384] The processor 401 may be a central processing
unit (central processing unit, CPU), a network processor
(network processor, NP), or a combination of a CPU and
an NP. The processor 401 may further include a hard-
ware chip. The hardware chip may be an application-
specific integrated circuit (application-specific integrated
circuit, ASIC), a programmable logic device (program-
mable logic device, PLD), or a combination thereof. The
PLD may be a complex programmable logic device (com-
plex programmable logic device, CPLD), a field-program-
mable gate array (field-programmable gate array, FP-
GA), a generic array logic (generic array logic, GAL), or
any combination thereof.
[0385] Optionally, the memory 403 may be further con-
figured to store a program instruction. By invoking the
program instruction stored in the memory 403, the proc-
essor 401 may perform one or more steps or an optional
implementation in the embodiments shown in the fore-
going solutions, so that the SMF entity 400 implements
a function of the SMF entity in the foregoing methods.
[0386] The processor 401 is configured to execute the
instruction stored in the memory and control the trans-
ceiver 402 to perform signal receiving and signal sending.
When the processor 401 executes the instruction stored
in the memory, the SMF entity 400 may be configured to
execute the following solution.
[0387] The transceiver 402 is configured to receive a
request message, where the request message includes
a parameter related to a security policy, and send the
security policy or an identifier of the security policy to a
base station. The processor 401 is configured to obtain
the security policy or the identifier of the security policy
based on the parameter related to the security policy.
The security policy includes integrity protection indication
information, and the integrity protection indication infor-
mation is used to indicate the base station whether to
enable integrity protection for a terminal device. On one
hand, because a user plane security algorithm is inde-
pendently negotiated, flexibility of separately determining
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the user plane security algorithm and a signaling plane
security algorithm is improved. On the other hand, be-
cause the integrity protection indication information is
added, flexibility of determining a target user plane integ-
rity protection algorithm of the terminal device is im-
proved.
[0388] In an optional implementation solution, the pa-
rameter related to the security policy includes at least
one of an identifier of the terminal device, a data network
name DNN of the terminal device, an identifier of a slice
of the terminal device, quality of service of the terminal
device, and a session identifier of the terminal device. In
this way, the security policy may be formulated based on
different identifiers from different perspectives or at dif-
ferent granularities, and this is more flexible.
[0389] Optionally, the processor 401 is configured to:
when the parameter related to the security policy includes
the identifier of the terminal device, obtain, by the SMF
entity, the security policy based on the identifier of the
terminal device and an association relationship between
the identifier of the terminal device and the security policy.
In this way, the security policy may be determined at a
granularity of the terminal device, so that different termi-
nal devices can be corresponding to different security
policies.
[0390] In another optional implementation, the proces-
sor 401 is configured to: when the parameter related to
the security policy includes the identifier of the slice of
the terminal device, obtain, by the SMF entity, the security
policy based on the identifier of the slice of the terminal
device and an association relationship between the iden-
tifier of the slice and the security policy. In this way, the
security policy may be determined at a granularity of the
slice, so that a terminal device accessing different slices
can be corresponding to different security policies.
[0391] In another optional implementation, the proces-
sor 401 is configured to: when the parameter related to
the security policy includes the session identifier of the
terminal device, obtain, by the SMF entity, the security
policy based on the session identifier of the terminal de-
vice and an association relationship between the session
identifier and the security policy. In this way, the security
policy may be determined at a granularity of a session,
so that a terminal device initiating different sessions can
be corresponding to different security policies.
[0392] In another optional implementation, the proces-
sor 401 is configured to: when the parameter related to
the security policy includes the quality of service of the
terminal device, obtain, by the SMF entity, the security
policy based on the quality of service of the terminal de-
vice. In this way, the security policy may be determined
at a granularity of the quality of service, so that a terminal
device initiating different quality of service can be corre-
sponding to different security policies.
[0393] Optionally, the security policy further includes
at least one of the following content: encryption indication
information, where the encryption indication information
is used to indicate the base station to enable encryption

protection for the terminal device; a key length; D-H in-
dication information, where the D-H indication informa-
tion is used to indicate the base station to enable D-H for
the terminal device; and a user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by a serving network. In this way, any
information in the security policy may be more flexibly
indicated, so that a finally determined security policy is
more adapted to a complex application scenario.
[0394] FIG. 5 shows an example of a schematic struc-
tural diagram of a base station according to an embodi-
ment of this application.
[0395] Based on a same concept, this embodiment of
this application provides a base station, configured to
execute the solution according to any one of the foregoing
method procedures. As shown in FIG. 5, the base station
500 includes a receiving unit 501, a processing unit 502,
and a sending unit 503.
[0396] The processing unit 502 is configured to obtain
a security policy, where the security policy includes in-
tegrity protection indication information, and the integrity
protection indication information is used to indicate the
base station whether to enable integrity protection for a
terminal device; and when the integrity protection indica-
tion information indicates the base station to enable in-
tegrity protection for the terminal device, send a target
user plane integrity protection algorithm to the terminal
device by using the sending unit 503. The sending unit
503 is configured to send the target user plane integrity
protection algorithm to the terminal device. In this way,
whether to enable integrity protection for the terminal de-
vice may be selected flexibly based on the security policy.
In addition, only when integrity protection is enabled for
the terminal device, the base station sends the target
user plane integrity protection algorithm to the terminal
device. On one hand, because a user plane security al-
gorithm is independently negotiated, flexibility of sepa-
rately determining the user plane security algorithm and
a signaling plane security algorithm is improved. On the
other hand, because the integrity protection indication
information is added, flexibility of determining the target
user plane integrity protection algorithm of the terminal
device is improved.
[0397] Optionally, the sending unit 503 is configured
to send the target user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm to the terminal device by using Radio Resource
Control RRC signaling. The solution provided in this em-
bodiment of this application is implemented by reusing
RRC signaling in the prior art, so that better compatibility
with the prior art is implemented, and a modification to
the prior art is relatively small. For a specific optional
implementation, refer to the foregoing content, and de-
tails are not described herein again.
[0398] Optionally, before sending the target user plane
integrity protection algorithm to the terminal device by
using the sending unit 503, the processing unit 502 is
further configured to determine the target user plane in-
tegrity protection algorithm based on a user plane integ-
rity protection algorithm supported by the terminal device
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and a user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed
by the base station.
[0399] Optionally, the user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by the base station is a user plane
integrity protection algorithm sorted based on a priority,
or the user plane integrity protection algorithm supported
by the terminal device is a user plane integrity protection
algorithm sorted based on a priority.
[0400] Optionally, the security policy further includes
a user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by a
serving network. The processing unit 502 is configured
to determine the target user plane integrity protection al-
gorithm based on the user plane integrity protection al-
gorithm allowed by the base station, the user plane in-
tegrity protection algorithm supported by the terminal de-
vice, and the user plane integrity protection algorithm al-
lowed by the serving network.
[0401] Optionally, the user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by the serving network is a user plane
integrity protection algorithm sorted based on a priority.
[0402] Optionally, the processing unit 502 is further
configured to: when the security policy further includes
encryption indication information, and the encryption in-
dication information is used to indicate the base station
to enable encryption protection for the terminal device,
send a target user plane encryption algorithm to the ter-
minal device by using the sending unit 503; or when the
security policy further includes a key length, send the key
length to the terminal device by using the sending unit
503; or when the security policy further includes D-H in-
dication information, and the D-H indication information
is used to indicate the base station to enable D-H for the
terminal device, send a D-H related key to the terminal
device by using the sending unit 503.
[0403] Optionally, before the target user plane integrity
protection algorithm is sent to the terminal device by us-
ing the sending unit 503, the receiving unit 501 is config-
ured to receive quality of service of a current session of
the terminal device from a session management function
SMF entity; and the processing unit 502 is further con-
figured to allocate a target data radio bearer to the ter-
minal device based on at least one of the security policy
and the quality of service.
[0404] The processing unit 502 is further configured to
allocate the target data radio bearer to the terminal device
based on at least one of the security policy and the quality
of service. For a specific manner, refer to content in the
foregoing method embodiments. Details are not de-
scribed herein again.
[0405] In an optional implementation solution, the
processing unit 502 is configured to set up the target data
radio bearer for the terminal device based on at least one
of the security policy and the quality of service.
[0406] Optionally, the receiving unit 501 is configured
to receive the security policy from the SMF entity; or re-
ceive an identifier of the security policy from the SMF
entity and obtain the security policy based on the identifier
of the security policy.

[0407] Optionally, the processing unit 502 is further
configured to: obtain a signaling plane security algorithm
supported by the terminal device; and determine a target
signaling plane security algorithm based on the signaling
plane security algorithm supported by the terminal device
and a signaling plane security algorithm allowed by the
base station; and the sending unit 503 is further config-
ured to add the target signaling plane security algorithm
to an access stratum AS security mode command SMC
and send the AS SMC to the terminal device.
[0408] It should be understood that division of the fore-
going units is merely logical function division. In actual
implementation, all or some of units may be integrated
into one physical entity, or may be physically separate.
In this embodiment of this application, the receiving unit
501 and the sending unit 503 may be implemented by
the transceiver 302, and the processing unit 502 may be
implemented by the processor 301. As shown in FIG. 3,
the base station 300 may include the processor 301, the
transceiver 302, and the memory 303. The memory 303
may be configured to store code used when the proces-
sor 301 executes a solution, and the code may be a pro-
gram/code pre-installed when the base station 300 is de-
livered from a factory.
[0409] FIG. 6 shows an example of a schematic struc-
tural diagram of an SMF entity according to an embodi-
ment of this application.
[0410] Based on a same concept, this embodiment of
this application provides an SMF entity, configured to ex-
ecute the solution according to any one of the foregoing
method procedures. As shown in FIG. 6, an SMF entity
600 includes a receiving unit 601 and a processing unit
602. Optionally, the SMF entity 600 further includes a
sending unit 603.
[0411] The receiving unit 601 is configured to receive
a request message, where the request message includes
a parameter related to a security policy, and send the
security policy or an identifier of the security policy to a
base station. The processing unit 602 is configured to
obtain the security policy or the identifier of the security
policy based on the parameter related to the security pol-
icy. The security policy includes integrity protection indi-
cation information, and the integrity protection indication
information is used to indicate the base station whether
to enable integrity protection for a terminal device. On
one hand, because a user plane security algorithm is
independently negotiated, flexibility of separately deter-
mining the user plane security algorithm and a signaling
plane security algorithm is improved. On the other hand,
because the integrity protection indication information is
added, flexibility of determining a target user plane integ-
rity protection algorithm of the terminal device is im-
proved.
[0412] In an optional implementation solution, the pa-
rameter related to the security policy includes at least
one of an identifier of the terminal device, a data network
name DNN of the terminal device, an identifier of a slice
of the terminal device, quality of service of the terminal
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device, and a session identifier of the terminal device. In
this way, the security policy may be formulated based on
different identifiers from different perspectives or at dif-
ferent granularities, and this is more flexible.
[0413] Optionally, the processing unit 602 is config-
ured to: when the parameter related to the security policy
includes the identifier of the terminal device, obtain, by
the SMF entity, the security policy based on the identifier
of the terminal device and an association relationship
between the identifier of the terminal device and the se-
curity policy. In this way, the security policy may be de-
termined at a granularity of the terminal device, so that
different terminal devices can be corresponding to differ-
ent security policies.
[0414] In another optional implementation, the
processing unit 602 is configured to: when the parameter
related to the security policy includes the identifier of the
slice of the terminal device, obtain, by the SMF entity,
the security policy based on the identifier of the slice of
the terminal device and an association relationship be-
tween the identifier of the slice and the security policy.
In this way, the security policy may be determined at a
granularity of the slice, so that a terminal device access-
ing different slices can be corresponding to different se-
curity policies.
[0415] In another optional implementation, the
processing unit 602 is configured to: when the parameter
related to the security policy includes the session identi-
fier of the terminal device, obtain, by the SMF entity, the
security policy based on the session identifier of the ter-
minal device and an association relationship between
the session identifier and the security policy. In this way,
the security policy may be determined at a granularity of
a session, so that a terminal device initiating different
sessions can be corresponding to different security pol-
icies.
[0416] In another optional implementation, the
processing unit 602 is configured to: when the parameter
related to the security policy includes the quality of serv-
ice of the terminal device, obtain, by the SMF entity, the
security policy based on the quality of service of the ter-
minal device. In this way, the security policy may be de-
termined at a granularity of the quality of service, so that
a terminal device initiating different quality of service can
be corresponding to different security policies.
[0417] Optionally, the security policy further includes
at least one of the following content: encryption indication
information, where the encryption indication information
is used to indicate the base station to enable encryption
protection for the terminal device; a key length; D-H in-
dication information, where the D-H indication informa-
tion is used to indicate the base station to enable D-H for
the terminal device; and a user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by a serving network. In this way, any
information in the security policy may be more flexibly
indicated, so that a finally determined security policy is
more adapted to a complex application scenario.
[0418] It should be understood that division of the fore-

going units is merely logical function division. In actual
implementation, all or some of units may be integrated
into one physical entity, or may be physically separate.
In this embodiment of this application, the receiving unit
601 and the sending unit 603 may be implemented by
the transceiver 402, and the processing unit 602 may be
implemented by the processor 401. As shown in FIG. 4,
the SMF entity 400 may include the processor 401, the
transceiver 402, and the memory 403. The memory 403
may be configured to store code used when the proces-
sor 401 executes a solution, and the code may be a pro-
gram/code pre-installed when the SMF entity 400 is de-
livered from a factory.
[0419] Further embodiments of the present invention
are provided in the following. It should be noted that the
numbering used in the following section does not neces-
sarily need to comply with the numbering used in the
previous sections.
[0420] Embodiment 1. A communication method, com-
prising:
obtaining, by a base station, a security policy, wherein
the security policy comprises integrity protection indica-
tion information, and the integrity protection indication
information is used to indicate the base station whether
to enable integrity protection for a terminal device; when
the integrity protection indication information indicates
the base station to enable integrity protection for the ter-
minal device, determining, by the base station, a target
user plane integrity protection algorithm; and sending,
by the base station, the target user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm to the terminal device.
[0421] Embodiment 2. The method according to em-
bodiment 1, wherein the sending, by the base station,
the target user plane integrity protection algorithm to the
terminal device comprises: sending, by the base station,
the target user plane integrity protection algorithm to the
terminal device by using Radio Resource Control RRC
signaling.
[0422] Embodiment 3. The method according to em-
bodiment 1 or 2, wherein the determining, by the base
station, a target user plane integrity protection algorithm
comprises: determining, by the base station, the target
user plane integrity protection algorithm based on a user
plane integrity protection algorithm supported by the ter-
minal device and a user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm allowed by the base station.
[0423] Embodiment 4. The method according to em-
bodiment 3, wherein the user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by the base station is a user plane
integrity protection algorithm sorted based on a priority;
or the user plane integrity protection algorithm supported
by the terminal device is a user plane integrity protection
algorithm sorted based on a priority.
[0424] Embodiment 5. The method according to em-
bodiment 3, wherein the security policy further comprises
a user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by a
serving network; and
the determining, by the base station, the target user plane
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integrity protection algorithm based on a user plane in-
tegrity protection algorithm supported by the terminal de-
vice and a user plane integrity protection algorithm al-
lowed by the base station comprises: determining, by the
base station, the target user plane integrity protection
algorithm based on the user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by the base station, the user plane
integrity protection algorithm supported by the terminal
device, and the user plane integrity protection algorithm
allowed by the serving network.
[0425] Embodiment 6. The method according to em-
bodiment 5, wherein the user plane integrity protection
algorithm allowed by the serving network is a user plane
integrity protection algorithm sorted based on a priority.
[0426] Embodiment 7. The method according to any
one of embodiments 1 to 6, wherein the method further
comprises: when the security policy further comprises
encryption indication information, and the encryption in-
dication information is used to indicate the base station
to enable encryption protection for the terminal device,
sending, by the base station, a target user plane encryp-
tion algorithm to the terminal device; or when the security
policy further comprises a key length, sending, by the
base station, the key length to the terminal device; or
when the security policy further comprises D-H indication
information, and the D-H indication information is used
to indicate the base station to enable D-H for the terminal
device, sending, by the base station, a D-H related key
to the terminal device.
[0427] Embodiment 8. The method according to any
one of embodiments 1 to 7, wherein before the sending,
by the base station, the target user plane integrity pro-
tection algorithm to the terminal device, the method fur-
ther comprises: receiving, by the base station, quality of
service of a current session of the terminal device from
a session management function SMF entity; and allocat-
ing, by the base station, a target data radio bearer to the
terminal device based on at least one of the security pol-
icy and the quality of service.
[0428] Embodiment 9. The method according to em-
bodiment 8, wherein the allocating, by the base station,
a target data radio bearer to the terminal device based
on at least one of the security policy and the quality of
service comprises: when at least one historical data radio
bearer meeting a first condition exists on the base station,
determining, by the base station, one of the at least one
historical data radio bearer meeting the first condition as
the target data radio bearer, wherein quality of service
supported by each data radio bearer of the at least one
historical data radio bearer meeting the first condition is
the same as the quality of service of the current session,
and the security policy is the same as a security policy
supported by each data radio bearer; or when no histor-
ical data radio bearer meeting a first condition exists on
the base station, but at least one historical data radio
bearer meeting a second condition exists on the base
station, updating, by the base station, one historical data
radio bearer of the at least one historical data radio bearer

meeting the second condition, and determining the his-
torical data radio bearer as the target data radio bearer,
wherein quality of service supported by each data radio
bearer of the at least one historical data radio bearer
meeting the second condition is the same as the quality
of service of the current session, and the security policy
matches a security policy supported by each data radio
bearer; or quality of service supported by each data radio
bearer of the at least one historical data radio bearer
meeting the second condition matches the quality of serv-
ice of the current session, and the security policy is the
same as a security policy supported by each data radio
bearer; or quality of service supported by each data radio
bearer of the at least one historical data radio bearer
meeting the second condition matches the quality of serv-
ice of the current session, and the security policy matches
a security policy supported by each data radio bearer; or
when no historical data radio bearer meeting the first con-
dition exists on the base station, and no at least one his-
torical data radio bearer meeting a second condition ex-
ists on the base station, creating, by the base station, the
target data radio bearer for the terminal device based on
at least one of the security policy and the quality of serv-
ice; or when no historical data radio bearer meeting the
first condition exists on the base station, creating, by the
base station, the target data radio bearer for the terminal
device based on at least one of the security policy and
the quality of service; or creating, by the base station,
the target data radio bearer for the terminal device based
on at least one of the security policy and the quality of
service.
[0429] Embodiment 10. The method according to any
one of embodiments 1 to 9, wherein the obtaining, by a
base station, a security policy comprises: receiving, by
the base station, the security policy from the SMF entity;
or receiving, by the base station, an identifier of the se-
curity policy from the SMF entity, and obtaining the se-
curity policy based on the identifier of the security policy.
[0430] Embodiment 11. The method according to any
one of embodiments 1 to 10, wherein the method further
comprises: obtaining, by the base station, a signaling
plane security algorithm supported by the terminal de-
vice; determining, by the base station, a target signaling
plane security algorithm based on the signaling plane
security algorithm supported by the terminal device and
a signaling plane security algorithm allowed by the base
station; and adding, by the base station, the target sign-
aling plane security algorithm to an access stratum AS
security mode command SMC, and sending the AS SMC
to the terminal device.
[0431] Embodiment 12. A communication method,
comprising:
receiving, by a session management function SMF entity,
a request message, wherein the request message com-
prises a parameter related to a security policy; obtaining,
by the SMF entity, the security policy or an identifier of
the security policy based on the parameter related to the
security policy; and sending, by the SMF entity, the se-
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curity policy or the identifier of the security policy to a
base station, wherein the security policy comprises in-
tegrity protection indication information, and the integrity
protection indication information is used to indicate the
base station whether to enable integrity protection for a
terminal device.
[0432] Embodiment 13. The method according to em-
bodiment 12, wherein the parameter related to the secu-
rity policy comprises at least one of an identifier of the
terminal device, a data network name DNN of the terminal
device, an identifier of a slice of the terminal device, qual-
ity of service of the terminal device, and a session iden-
tifier of the terminal device.
[0433] Embodiment 14. The method according to em-
bodiment 13, wherein the obtaining, by the SMF entity,
the security policy or an identifier of the security policy
based on the parameter related to the security policy
comprises: when the parameter related to the security
policy comprises the identifier of the terminal device, ob-
taining, by the SMF entity, the security policy based on
the identifier of the terminal device and an association
relationship between the identifier of the terminal device
and the security policy; or when the parameter related to
the security policy comprises the identifier of the slice of
the terminal device, obtaining, by the SMF entity, the se-
curity policy based on the identifier of the slice of the
terminal device and an association relationship between
the identifier of the slice and the security policy; or when
the parameter related to the security policy comprises
the session identifier of the terminal device, obtaining,
by the SMF entity, the security policy based on the ses-
sion identifier of the terminal device and an association
relationship between the session identifier and the secu-
rity policy; or when the parameter related to the security
policy comprises the quality of service of the terminal
device, obtaining, by the SMF entity, the security policy
based on the quality of service of the terminal device.
[0434] Embodiment 15. The method according to any
one of embodiments 12 to 14, wherein the security policy
further comprises at least one of the following content:
encryption indication information, wherein the encryption
indication information is used to indicate the base station
to enable encryption protection for the terminal device;
a key length; D-H indication information, wherein the D-
H indication information is used to indicate the base sta-
tion to enable D-H for the terminal device; and a user
plane integrity protection algorithm allowed by a serving
network.
[0435] Embodiment 16. A base station, comprising:
a processor, configured to obtain a security policy,
wherein the security policy comprises integrity protection
indication information, and the integrity protection indi-
cation information is used to indicate the base station
whether to enable integrity protection for a terminal de-
vice; and when the integrity protection indication infor-
mation indicates the base station to enable integrity pro-
tection for the terminal device, determine a target user
plane integrity protection algorithm; and a transceiver,

configured to send the target user plane integrity protec-
tion algorithm to the terminal device.
[0436] Embodiment 17. The base station according to
embodiment 16, wherein the transceiver is configured to:
send the target user plane integrity protection algorithm
to the terminal device by using Radio Resource Control
RRC signaling.
[0437] Embodiment 18. The base station according to
embodiment 16 or 17, wherein the processor is specifi-
cally configured to: determine the target user plane in-
tegrity protection algorithm based on a user plane integ-
rity protection algorithm supported by the terminal device
and a user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed
by the base station.
[0438] Embodiment 19. The base station according to
embodiment 18, wherein the user plane integrity protec-
tion algorithm allowed by the base station is a user plane
integrity protection algorithm sorted based on a priority;
or the user plane integrity protection algorithm supported
by the terminal device is a user plane integrity protection
algorithm sorted based on a priority.
[0439] Embodiment 20. The base station according to
embodiment 18, wherein the security policy further com-
prises a user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed
by a serving network; and the processor is configured to:
determine the target user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm based on the user plane integrity protection algo-
rithm allowed by the base station, the user plane integrity
protection algorithm supported by the terminal device,
and the user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed
by the serving network.
[0440] Embodiment 21. The base station according to
embodiment 20, wherein the user plane integrity protec-
tion algorithm allowed by the serving network is a user
plane integrity protection algorithm sorted based on a
priority.
[0441] Embodiment 22. The base station according to
any one of embodiments 16 to 21, wherein the processor
is further configured to: when the security policy further
comprises encryption indication information, and the en-
cryption indication information is used to indicate the
base station to enable encryption protection for the ter-
minal device, send a target user plane encryption algo-
rithm to the terminal device by using the transceiver; or
when the security policy further comprises a key length,
send the key length to the terminal device by using the
transceiver; or when the security policy further comprises
D-H indication information, and the D-H indication infor-
mation is used to indicate the base station to enable D-
H for the terminal device, send a D-H related key to the
terminal device by using the transceiver.
[0442] Embodiment 23. The base station according to
any one of embodiments 12 to 22, wherein before send-
ing the target user plane integrity protection algorithm to
the terminal device, the transceiver is further configured
to: receive quality of service of a current session of the
terminal device from a session management function
SMF entity; and the processor is further configured to:
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allocate a target data radio bearer to the terminal device
based on at least one of the security policy and the quality
of service.
[0443] Embodiment 24. The base station according to
embodiment 23, wherein the processor is configured to:
when at least one historical data radio bearer meeting a
first condition exists on the base station, determine one
of the at least one historical data radio bearer meeting
the first condition as the target data radio bearer, wherein
quality of service supported by each data radio bearer of
the at least one historical data radio bearer meeting the
first condition is the same as the quality of service of the
current session, and the security policy is the same as a
security policy supported by each data radio bearer; or
when no historical data radio bearer meeting the first con-
dition exists on the base station, but at least one historical
data radio bearer meeting a second condition exists on
the base station, update one historical data radio bearer
of the at least one historical data radio bearer meeting
the second condition, and determine the historical data
radio bearer as the target data radio bearer, wherein qual-
ity of service supported by each data radio bearer of the
at least one historical data radio bearer meeting the sec-
ond condition is the same as the quality of service of the
current session, and the security policy matches a secu-
rity policy supported by each data radio bearer; or quality
of service supported by each data radio bearer of the at
least one historical data radio bearer meeting the second
condition matches the quality of service of the current
session, and the security policy is the same as a security
policy supported by each data radio bearer; or quality of
service supported by each data radio bearer of the at
least one historical data radio bearer meeting the second
condition matches the quality of service of the current
session, and the security policy matches a security policy
supported by each data radio bearer; or when no histor-
ical data radio bearer meeting the first condition exists
on the base station, and no at least one historical data
radio bearer meeting the second condition exists on the
base station, set up the target data radio bearer for the
terminal device based on at least one of the security pol-
icy and the quality of service; or when no historical data
radio bearer meeting the first condition exists on the base
station, set up the target data radio bearer for the terminal
device based on at least one of the security policy and
the quality of service; or set up the target data radio bearer
for the terminal device based on at least one of the se-
curity policy and the quality of service.
[0444] Embodiment 25. The base station according to
any one of embodiments 12 to 24, wherein the transceiv-
er is configured to: receive the security policy from the
SMF entity; or receive an identifier of the security policy
from the SMF entity, and obtain the security policy based
on the identifier of the security policy.
[0445] Embodiment 26. The base station according to
any one of embodiments 12 to 25, wherein the processor
is further configured to: obtain a signaling plane security
algorithm supported by the terminal device; and deter-

mine a target signaling plane security algorithm based
on the signaling plane security algorithm supported by
the terminal device and a signaling plane security algo-
rithm allowed by the base station; and the transceiver is
further configured to: add the target signaling plane se-
curity algorithm to the access stratum AS security mode
command SMC, and send the AS SMC to the terminal
device.
[0446] Embodiment 27. A session management func-
tion SMF entity, comprising: a transceiver, configured to
receive a request message, wherein the request mes-
sage comprises a parameter related to a security policy;
and send the security policy or an identifier of the security
policy to a base station; and a processor, configured to
obtain the security policy or the identifier of the security
policy based on the parameter related to the security pol-
icy, wherein the security policy comprises integrity pro-
tection indication information, and the integrity protection
indication information is used to indicate the base station
whether to enable integrity protection for the terminal de-
vice.
[0447] Embodiment 28. The SMF entity according to
embodiment 27, wherein the parameter related to the
security policy comprises at least one of an identifier of
the terminal device, a data network name DNN of the
terminal device, an identifier of a slice of the terminal
device, quality of service of the terminal device, and a
session identifier of the terminal device.
[0448] Embodiment 29. The SMF entity according to
embodiment 28, wherein the processor is configured to:
when the parameter related to the security policy com-
prises the identifier of the terminal device, obtain the se-
curity policy based on the identifier of the terminal device
and an association relationship between the identifier of
the terminal device and the security policy; or when the
parameter related to the security policy comprises the
identifier of the slice of the terminal device, obtain the
security policy based on the identifier of the slice of the
terminal device and an association relationship between
the identifier of the slice and the security policy; or when
the parameter related to the security policy comprises
the session identifier of the terminal device, obtain the
security policy based on the session identifier of the ter-
minal device and an association relationship between
the session identifier and the security policy; or when the
parameter related to the security policy comprises the
quality of service of the terminal device, obtain the secu-
rity policy based on the quality of service of the terminal
device.
[0449] Embodiment 30. The SMF entity according to
any one of embodiments 27 to 29, wherein the security
policy further comprises at least one of the following con-
tent: encryption indication information, wherein the en-
cryption indication information is used to indicate the
base station to enable encryption protection for the ter-
minal device; a key length; D-H indication information,
wherein the D-H indication information is used to indicate
the base station to enable D-H for the terminal device;
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and a user plane integrity protection algorithm allowed
by a serving network.
[0450] In the foregoing embodiments, all or some of
the functions may be implemented by using software,
hardware, firmware, or any combination thereof. When
being implemented by using a software program, all or
some of the functions may be implemented in a form of
a computer program product. The computer program
product includes one or more instructions. When the
computer program instructions are loaded and executed
on a computer, the procedures or functions according to
the embodiments of this application are all or partially
generated. The computer may be a general-purpose
computer, a dedicated computer, a computer network,
or another programmable apparatus. The instructions
may be stored in a computer storage medium or may be
transmitted from one computer storage medium to an-
other computer storage medium. For example, the in-
structions may be transmitted from a website, computer,
server, or data center to another website, computer, serv-
er, or data center in a wired (for example, a coaxial cable,
an optical fiber, or a digital subscriber line (DSL)) or wire-
less (for example, infrared, radio, or microwave) manner.
The computer storage medium may be any usable me-
dium accessible to a computer, or a data storage device,
such as a server or a data center, integrating one or more
usable media. The usable medium may be a magnetic
medium (for example, a floppy disk, a hard disk, or a
magnetic tape, or a magneto-optical disk (MO)), an op-
tical medium (for example, a CD, a DVD, a BD, or an
HVD), a semiconductor medium (for example, a ROM,
an EPROM, an EEPROM, a non-volatile memory (NAND
FLASH), or a solid state disk (Solid State Disk, SSD)),
or the like.
[0451] A person skilled in the art should understand
that the embodiments of this application may be provided
as a method, a system, or a computer program product.
Therefore, the embodiments of this application may use
a form of hardware only embodiments, software only em-
bodiments, or embodiments with a combination of soft-
ware and hardware. Moreover, the embodiments of this
application may use a form of a computer program prod-
uct that is implemented on one or more computer-usable
storage media (including but not limited to a disk memory,
a CD-ROM, an optical memory, and the like) that include
computer-usable program code.
[0452] The embodiments of this application are de-
scribed with reference to the flowcharts and/or block di-
agrams of the method, the device (system), and the com-
puter program product according to the embodiments of
this application. It should be understood that instructions
may be used to implement each process and/or each
block in the flowcharts and/or the block diagrams and a
combination of a process and/or a block in the flowcharts
and/or the block diagrams. These instructions may be
provided for a general-purpose computer, a dedicated
computer, an embedded processor, or a processor of
any other programmable data processing device to gen-

erate a machine, so that the instructions executed by a
computer or a processor of any other programmable data
processing device generate an apparatus for implement-
ing a specified function in one or more processes in the
flowcharts and/or in one or more blocks in the block di-
agrams.
[0453] These instructions may be stored in a computer
readable memory that can instruct the computer or any
other programmable data processing device to work in
a specific manner, so that the instructions stored in the
computer readable memory generate an artifact that in-
cludes an instruction apparatus. The instruction appara-
tus implements a specified function in one or more proc-
esses in the flowcharts and/or in one or more blocks in
the block diagrams.
[0454] These instructions may be loaded onto a com-
puter or another programmable data processing device,
so that a series of operations and steps are performed
on the computer or the another programmable device,
thereby generating computer-implemented processing.
Therefore, the instructions executed on the computer or
the another programmable device provide steps for im-
plementing a specified function in one or more processes
in the flowcharts and/or in one or more blocks in the block
diagrams.
[0455] Obviously, a person skilled in the art can make
various modifications and variations to the embodiments
of this application without departing from the spirit and
scope of this application. This application is intended to
cover these modifications and variations provided that
they fall within the scope of protection defined by the
following claims and their equivalent technologies.

Claims

1. A communication method, comprising:

receiving (211), by a session management func-
tion entity (103), a request message, wherein
the request message comprises a parameter re-
lated to a security policy; wherein the parameter
comprises an identifier of a slice of a terminal
device (101);
obtaining (212), by the session management
function entity (103), the security policy based
on the parameter;
sending (213), by the session management
function entity (103), the security policy to a base
station (102), wherein the security policy com-
prises integrity protection indication information,
and the integrity protection indication informa-
tion is used to indicate the base station (102)
whether to enable integrity protection for the ter-
minal device (101).

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the meth-
od further comprises:
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receiving (213), by the base station (102), the
security policy from the session management
function entity (103);
enabling, by the base station (102), user plane
integrity protection when the integrity protection
indication information indicates to enable user
plane integrity protection.

3. The method according to claim 1 or 2, wherein the
obtaining (212), by the session management func-
tion entity (103), the security policy based on the
parameter comprises:
obtaining, by the session management function en-
tity (103), the security policy based on the identifier
of the slice of the terminal device and an association
relationship between the identifier of the slice and
the security policy.

4. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein the parameter further comprises an identi-
fier of the terminal device (101), and
the obtaining (212), by the session management
function entity (103), the security policy based on the
parameter comprises:
obtaining, by the session management function en-
tity (103) based on the identifier of the slice of the
terminal device (101), the security policy from a plu-
rality of security policies associated with the identifier
of the terminal device (101).

5. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein the parameter further comprises at least one
of an identifier of the terminal device (101), a data
network name DNN of the terminal device, quality of
service of the terminal device, and a session identi-
fier of the terminal device.

6. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 5,
wherein the request message is a session establish-
ment request from the terminal device (101).

7. The method according to any one of claims 1 to 6,
wherein the security policy further comprises encryp-
tion indication information, and the encryption indi-
cation information is used to indicate the base station
(102) to enable encryption protection for the terminal
device (101).

8. A session management function entity comprising
means for performing the method of any one of the
claims 1, or 3 to 7.

9. A communication system, comprising a session
management function entity (103) according to claim
8 and a base station (102); wherein:
the base station (102) is configured to:

receive the security policy from the session man-

agement function entity (103); and
enable user plane integrity protection when the
integrity protection indication information indi-
cates to enable user plane integrity protection.

10. A computer readable storage medium, comprising
instructions, wherein when the instructions are run
on a computer, cause the computer to:

receive a request message, wherein the request
message comprises a parameter related to a
security policy; wherein the parameter compris-
es an identifier of a slice of a terminal device
(101);
obtain the security policy based on the param-
eter;
send the security policy to a base station (102),
wherein the security policy comprises integrity
protection indication information, and the integ-
rity protection indication information is used to
indicate the base station (102) whether to enable
integrity protection for the terminal device (101).

11. The computer readable storage medium according
to claim 10, wherein the obtaining the security policy
based on the parameter comprises:
obtaining the security policy based on the identifier
of the slice of the terminal device and an association
relationship between the identifier of the slice and
the security policy.

12. The computer readable storage medium according
to claim 10 or 11, wherein the parameter further com-
prises an identifier of the terminal device (101), and
the obtaining the security policy based on the pa-
rameter comprises:
obtaining, based on the identifier of the slice of the
terminal device (101), the security policy from a plu-
rality of security policies associated with the identifier
of the terminal device (101).

13. The computer readable storage medium according
to any one of claims 10 to 12, wherein the parameter
further comprises at least one of an identifier of the
terminal device (101), a data network name DNN of
the terminal device, quality of service of the terminal
device, and a session identifier of the terminal de-
vice.

14. The computer readable storage medium according
to any one of claims 10 to 13, wherein the request
message is a session establishment request from
the terminal device (101).

15. The computer readable storage medium according
to any one of claims 10 to 14, wherein the security
policy further comprises encryption indication infor-
mation, and the encryption indication information is
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used to indicate the base station (102) to enable en-
cryption protection for the terminal device (101).
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