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WHAT WE CLAIM IS: 

 

 

1. A mask system for delivery of respiratory therapy to a patient, comprising: 

a mouth portion comprising: 

a mouth cushion adapted to form a seal with the patient’s mouth, the 

mouth cushion comprising a recessed portion with a first outlet opening in a 

superior region of the mouth cushion; and  

a fascia that is more rigid than the mouth cushion and forms a mouth 

plenum chamber together with the mouth cushion, the fascia comprising a 

headgear connector and an inlet opening, the mouth plenum chamber being 

configured to receive pressurized, breathable gas through the inlet opening; 

a nares portion that is configured to nest within the recessed portion of the mouth 

cushion and comprises:  

a nares sealing portion adapted to form a seal with the patient’s nares; and 

a plenum base that forms at least part of a nares plenum chamber and 

includes a nares portion opening, the nares plenum chamber being configured to 

receive at least a portion of the pressurized, breathable gas from the mouth 

plenum chamber through the nares portion opening; and 

a cushion clip configured to secure the nares portion to the mouth portion, the 

cushion clip comprising:  

a wall that is more rigid than the mouth cushion and the nares portion and 

forms at least part of a gas flow passage that pneumatically connects the nares 

plenum chamber to the mouth plenum chamber when the cushion clip is secured 

to the mouth portion and the nares portion;  

a retaining portion positioned on an outer surface of the wall, the retaining 

portion being inserted through the nares portion opening to engage an interior 

surface of the plenum base; and 

a flange configured to secure the cushion clip to the mouth cushion, 

wherein the recessed portion of the mouth cushion and first outlet opening are 

oriented so that the pressurized, breathable gas flowing through the cushion clip flows in 

a superior-posterior direction. 
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2. The mask system according to claim 1, further comprising an inlet conduit that is 

connectable to the fascia to deliver the pressurized, breathable gas to the mouth plenum 

chamber. 

 

3. The mask system according to claim 2, further comprising a swivel ring in the inlet 

opening in the fascia adapted to connect to the inlet conduit. 

 

4. The mask system according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein the nares portion and the 

mouth portion are formed separately from one another and then connected to one another.  

 

5. The mask system according to any one of claims 1 to 4, wherein the nares portion and the 

mouth portion are selectively connectable and disconnectable from one another. 

 

6. The mask system according to any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the mouth cushion is 

made of silicone.  

 

7. The mask system according to any one of claims 1 to 6, further comprising headgear 

configured to be connected to the headgear connector on the fascia and support the mouth 

portion, and wherein the headgear includes lower side straps configured to be routed under the 

patient’s ears. 

 

8. The mask system according to claim 7, wherein the headgear includes a crown strap 

portion adapted to be positioned in use over the crown of the patient’s head. 

 

9.  The mask system according to claim 8, wherein the headgear further includes a rear strap 

portion configured to be positioned above the patient’s ears and adapted to angle downward along 

the sides of the patient’s head in use to capture the occiput of the patient’s head. 

 

10. The mask system according to claim 9, wherein the rear strap portion is configured to be 

connected to the lower side strap below the occiput of the patient’s head. 
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11. The mask system according to any one of claims 1 to 10, wherein the nares sealing 

portion comprises one of pillows, prongs, a membrane seal, or a nasal chamber. 

 

12. The mask system according to claim 11, wherein a wall of the plenum base of the nares 

sealing portion is structured to extend or curve outwardly from a rim of the nares portion opening.   

 

13. The mask system according to claim 12, further comprising a plurality of rigid elements 

disposed on a lower side of the nares sealing portion, and a dial connected to the rigid elements, 

the dial being configured so that turning the dial causes the rigid elements to move upwards or 

downwards to adjust a pinching force of the nares sealing portion.   

 

14. The mask system according to any one of claims 1 to 13, wherein the mouth portion 

further comprises a second outlet opening below the first outlet opening, and wherein the mouth 

cushion is configured so that the pressurized, breathable gas is delivered to the patient’s mouth 

through the second outlet opening.  

 

15. The mask system according to any one of claims 1 to 14, wherein the first outlet opening 

in the mouth cushion is below an uppermost portion of the mouth cushion. 

 

16. The mask system according to claim 15, wherein the recessed portion of the mouth 

cushion is configured so that a portion of the nares portion remains above the uppermost portion 

of the mouth cushion. 

 

17. The mask system according to any one of claims 1 to 16, wherein the recessed portion of 

the mouth cushion and the cushion clip are configured to allow the nares portion to move 

independently of the mouth portion when the nares portion is connected to the mouth portion. 

 

18. The mask system according to any one of claims 1 to 17, wherein the wall forming the 

gas flow passage of the cushion clip is tubular. 

 

19. The mask system according to any one of claims 1 to 18, wherein the nares portion is 

configured to receive the pressurized, breathable gas only through the nares portion opening. 

 


























































































































































































































