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1
MULTI-SPEED TRANSMISSION TO
CONTROL VARIABLE APU SPEED AND
CONSTANT GENERATOR OUTPUT
FREQUENCY

BACKGROUND

Embodiments of the present disclosure are directed gen-
erally to aircraft systems, and more specifically, to aircraft
electric power generation systems.

Aircrafts are known to employ an auxiliary power unit
(APU) that is rotatably coupled to a direct drive generator to
generate electric power for powering the aircraft. During
operation, the APU drive shaft rotates to drive the generator,
and the generator outputs alternating current (AC) electrical
power in response to the rotation of the APU drive shaft. The
rotational speed of the APU directly controls the frequency
of the power output from the generator. For example,
reducing the rotational speed of the APU reduces the fre-
quency of power output from the generator while increasing
the speed of the APU increases the frequency of power
output from the generator. Aircrafts typically operate
according to standardized power characteristics (e.g., 400
Hz). Therefore, the APU is controlled so that the APU drive
shaft rotates at a fixed speed in order to produce and sustain
a targeted output power frequency (e.g., 400 Hz) to meet the
standardized power characteristics.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

According to a non-limiting embodiment, an aircraft
power system includes an auxiliary power unit (APU), a
transmission unit, and a generator. The APU is configured to
output a first APU rotational power in response to determin-
ing a first condition and a second APU rotational power in
response to a determining a second condition. The transmis-
sion unit is configured to receive the first APU rotational
output power from the APU. The transmission unit outputs
a transmission rotational power based on the first APU
rotational output power and outputs the transmission rota-
tional power based on the second APU rotational output
power. The generator receives the transmission rotational
power and produces an alternating current (AC) voltage
having a target frequency based on the transmission rota-
tional power.

In addition to one or more of the features described
herein, or as an alternative, further embodiments may
include a feature, wherein the APU comprises drive shaft
rotatably coupled between the APU and the transmission
unit, the drive shaft configured to rotate at a first rotational
speed so as to deliver the first APU rotational output power
and to rotate at a second rotational speed so as to deliver the
second APU rotational output power.

In addition to one or more of the features described
herein, or as an alternative, further embodiments may
include a feature, the aircraft power system further com-
prises a transmission controller in signal communication
with the transmission unit, the transmission controller con-
figured to determine a rotational speed of the drive shaft and
control the transmission unit to produce the transmission
rotational power based on the rotational speed of the drive
shaft.

In addition to one or more of the features described
herein, or as an alternative, further embodiments may
include a feature, wherein the transmission controller con-
trols the transmission unit to maintain the transmission
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2

rotational power delivered to the generator in response
determining a change in the rotational speed of the drive
shaft.

The aircraft power system of claim 4, the aircraft power
system further comprises a generator input shaft coupled
between the transmission unit and the generator, wherein the
transmission unit rotates the generator input shaft according
to a targeted rotational speed that produces the transmission
rotational power.

In addition to one or more of the features described
herein, or as an alternative, further embodiments may
include a feature, wherein the transmission unit comprises a
main transmission shaft, a first gear arrangement, a second
gear arrangement, and a clutch. The main transmission shaft
is rotatably coupled to the generator drive shaft. The first
gear arrangement is coupled to the main transmission shaft.
The first gear arrangement and defines a first gear ratio
configured to rotate the main transmission shaft at a targeted
rotational speed that produces the transmission rotational
power in response to rotating the drive shaft at the first
rotational speed. The second gear arrangement is coupled to
the main transmission shaft and defines a second gear ratio
different from the first gear ratio. The second gear ratio is
configured to rotate the main transmission shaft at the
targeted rotational speed that produces the transmission
rotational power in response to rotating the drive shaft at the
second rotational speed. The clutch is configured to move
between a first position and a second position. The clutch
engages the first gear arrangement when moved into the first
position and engages the second gear arrangement when
moved into the second position.

In addition to one or more of the features described
herein, or as an alternative, further embodiments may
include a feature, wherein the APU comprises a gas turbine
engine and a drive shaft. The drive shaft includes a first end
rotatably coupled to the gas turbine engine and an opposing
second end rotatably coupled to the transmission unit to
deliver the first APU rotational power and the second APU
rotational power.

The aircraft power system of claim 7, the aircraft power
system further comprises an APU controller in signal com-
munication with the gas turbine engine, the APU controller
configured to control the gas turbine engine to rotate the
drive shaft at a first rotational speed to produce the first APU
rotational power in response to detecting a first condition,
and to control the gas turbine engine to rotate the drive shaft
at a second rotational speed to produce the second APU
rotational power in response to detecting a second condition.

In addition to one or more of the features described
herein, or as an alternative, further embodiments may
include a feature, wherein the transmission controller moves
the clutch into the first position in response to determining
the first rotational speed and moves the clutch into the
second position in response to determining the second
rotational speed.

In addition to one or more of the features described
herein, or as an alternative, further embodiments may
include a feature, wherein the first condition is a first altitude
and the second condition is a second altitude different from
the first altitude.

According to yet another non-limiting embodiment, a
method of controlling an aircraft power system comprises
outputting a first APU rotational power from an auxiliary
power unit (APU) in response to the presence of a first
condition by the APU and outputting a second APU rota-
tional power from the APU in response to the presence of a
second condition. The method further comprises receiving
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the first APU rotational output power by a transmission unit
configured to receive. The method further comprises out-
putting a transmission rotational power from the transmis-
sion unit based on the first APU rotational output power and
to outputting the transmission rotational power based on the
second APU rotational output power. The method further
comprises delivering the transmission rotational power to a
generator and producing, by the generator, an alternating
current (AC) voltage having a target frequency based on the
transmission rotational power.

In addition to one or more of the features described
herein, or as an alternative embodiment, the method further
comprises rotating a drive shaft rotatably coupled between
the APU and the transmission unit at a first rotational speed
so as to deliver the first APU rotational output power and to
rotating the drive shaft at a second rotational speed so as to
deliver the second APU rotational output power.

In addition to one or more of the features described
herein, or as an alternative embodiment, the method further
comprises determining a rotational speed of the drive shaft
using a transmission controller in signal communication
with the transmission unit; and controlling the transmission
unit using the transmission controller to produce the trans-
mission rotational power based on the rotational speed of the
drive shaft.

In addition to one or more of the features described
herein, or as an alternative embodiment, the method further
comprises controlling the transmission unit using the trans-
mission controller to maintain the transmission rotational
power delivered to the generator in response determining a
change in the rotational speed of the drive shaft.

In addition to one or more of the features described
herein, or as an alternative embodiment, the method further
comprises rotating a generator input shaft coupled between
the transmission unit and the generator via the transmission
unit according to a targeted rotational speed that produces
the transmission rotational power.

In addition to one or more of the features described
herein, or as an alternative embodiment, the method further
comprises coupling a main transmission shaft rotatably to
the generator drive shaft using one of a first gear arrange-
ment that defines a first gear ratio or a second gear arrange-
ment that defines a second gear ratio. The method further
comprises selecting the first gear arrangement using a clutch
in response to rotating the drive shaft at the first rotational
speed and rotating the main transmission shaft at a targeted
rotational speed using the first gear arrangement to produce
the transmission rotational power. The method further com-
prises selecting the second gear arrangement using the
clutch in response to rotating the drive shaft at the second
rotational speed and rotating the main transmission shaft at
the targeted rotational speed using the second gear arrange-
ment to produce the transmission rotational power.

In addition to one or more of the features described
herein, or as an alternative embodiment, the method further
comprises a feature, wherein the first condition is a first
altitude and the second condition is a second altitude dif-
ferent from the first altitude.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following descriptions should not be considered
limiting in any way. With reference to the accompanying
drawings, like elements are numbered alike:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an aircraft power
system according to a non-limiting embodiment; and
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FIG. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating a method of control-
ling an aircraft power system according to a non-limiting
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A detailed description of one or more embodiments of the
disclosed apparatus and method are presented herein by way
of exemplification and not limitation with reference to the
Figures. The diagrams depicted herein are illustrative. There
can be many variations to the diagram or the operations
described therein without departing from the spirit of the
invention. For instance, the actions can be performed in a
differing order or actions can be added, deleted or modified.
Also, the term “coupled” and variations thereof describes
having a communications path between two elements and
does not imply a direct connection between the elements
with no intervening elements/connections between them. All
of these variations are considered a part of the specification.

Turning now to an overview of the technology related to
the present disclosure, the APU (e.g., the APU engine)
requires fuel to drive the APU drive shaft and is a significant
source of aircraft fuel consumption. Therefore, changing the
operating speed of the APU varies its fuel consumption. The
APU drive shaft implemented in a conventional APU-
generator arrangement is coupled directly between the APU
and the generator. Thus, the frequency of the power output
from the generator is directly dependent on the operational
speed of the APU. This arrangement, however, prevents
varying the operating speed of APU because doing so will
cause the frequency of the power output from the generator
to drift from the aircraft target frequency (e.g., 400 Hz).

Different altitudes affect the power output of an APU. For
example, power output is lower at higher altitudes such as
high altitude (e.g., 30,000 ft.) compared to low altitudes such
as sea level, for example. To compensate for differences in
altitudes, the size, specifications, and fuel consumption of
the APU are designed according to high altitude conditions
to ensure sufficient output power is provided at both sea
level and high altitudes. At sea level, however, the APU is
operated at higher operational speeds than necessary result-
ing in fuel consumption inefficiency. As discussed above, the
operating speed of APU cannot be changed because doing so
will cause the frequency of the power output from the
generator to drift from the aircraft target frequency (e.g., 400
Hz). Consequently, the fuel efficiency of a conventional
APU cannot be effectively improved.

Various non-limiting embodiments of the present disclo-
sure provides an aircraft power system that includes a
transmission unit coupled between the APU drive shaft and
a direct drive generator (described herein as a “generator”).
The transmission unit is configured to provide the generator
with a targeted input rotational power and to maintain the
targeted input rotational power while the operating speed of
the APU (e.g., the APU drive shaft) is changed according to
different aircraft conditions (e.g., sea level versus high
altitudes (e.g., 30,000 ft), different surrounding temperature
conditions, etc.). In this manner, the operating speed of the
APU can be varied to improve fuel efficiency while still
transferring the rotational power necessary to maintain the
aircraft target frequency of the power output from the
generator.

Turning now to FIG. 1, an aircraft power system 100 is
illustrated according to a non-limiting embodiment of the
present disclosure. The power system 100 includes an APU
102, a generator 104, and a transmission unit 106. The APU
102 is in signal communication with a first controller
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referred to herein as an APU controller 103. The generator
104 is in signal communication with a second controller
referred to herein as a “generator controller” 105. The
transmission unit 106 is in signal communication with a
third controller referred to here as a “transmission control-
ler” 107. Each of the controllers 103, 105 and 107 can
include memory and a processor configured to execute
algorithms and computer-readable program instructions
stored in the memory. Although three independent control-
lers 103, 105 and 107 are illustrated, it should be appreciated
that the APU controller 103, the generator controller 105,
and the transmission controller 107 can be embedded or
integrated together in a single controller. It should be appre-
ciated that two or more of the controllers 103, 105 and 107
are in signal communication with one another to exchange
various data, measurements and/or calculations.

The APU 102 includes a fuel consuming gas turbine
engine 108, a gearbox 109, and an APU drive shaft 110. The
gas turbine engine 108 operates to rotate the APU drive shaft
110 in response to an intake of fuel. The amount of fuel
consumed by the gas turbine engine 108 controls the opera-
tional speed of the APU 102. For example, increasing the
fuel consumption of the gas turbine engine 108 increases the
rotational speed of the APU drive shaft 110, while reducing
the fuel consumption decreases the rotational speed of the
APU drive shaft 110. The APU gearbox 109 gearbox trans-
fers power from the APU drive shaft 110 to engine acces-
sories including, but not limited to, a fuel control unit, a
lubrication system, and a cooling fan. In some embodiments,
the gearbox is also coupled to a starter motor through a gear
train to perform the starting function of the APU 102.

The APU controller 103 is in signal communication with
the 108 gas turbine engine 108, an altitude sensor 150, and
a rotation sensor 152. In one or more non-limiting embodi-
ments, the APU controller 103 can be implemented as a Full
Authority Digital Engine Control (FADEC) and can deter-
mine an altitude based on measured altitude readings 151
output from the altitude sensor 150 and can determine a
rotational speed of the drive shaft 110 based on measured
rotational readings (rotations per minute (RPM)) 153 output
from the rotation sensor 152. Although a rotation sensor 152
is described, it should be appreciated that the APU controller
103 can also calculate a rotational speeds of the drive shaft
110 based on the operation of the engine, e.g., the fuel
consumption of the engine.

In one or more non-limiting embodiments, the APU
controller 103 can determine changing altitudes based on the
measured altitude readings and output a speed control signal
that adjusts operating speed of the APU engine 108 based on
the a given altitude. For example, the APU 102 can operate
the APU engine 108 at a first operating speed that rotates the
drive shaft 110 at a first rotational speed (e.g., 21,630 RPM)
at a lower altitude and a second operating speed (e.g. 24,034
RPM) that at a higher altitude. In this manner, the APU 102
can provide the necessary power output at high altitudes, and
reduce power output at low altitudes so as to improve fuel
consumption efficiency. In one or more non-limiting
embodiments, the GCU 108 can store an APU look-up table
(LUT) that maps a given altitude or altitude range to an APU
operating condition. The APU operating condition can
include, but is not limited to, an amount of fuel delivered to
the APU engine 108, an operating speed of the APU engine
108, and a output rotational speed of the drive shaft 110.

The generator 104 is configured to receive input rotational
power via a generator drive shaft 111. Rotation of the drive
shaft 111 can generate high-voltage AC electrical power
(e.g., 115 volts) having an output frequency that is a function
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of an excitation frequency and a rotational speed of the
generator drive shaft 111. For example, the generator 104
can be implemented using a 3-phase winding on a generator
rotor and a 3-phase winding on a generator stator. The
rotation of the generator drive shaft 111 controls a frequency
input to the rotor and the speed of rotation of the rotor, both
of which dictate the output frequency of the power output
from the generator 104. It should be appreciated, however,
that other suitable configurations for implementing the gen-
erator 104 is contemplated without departing from the scope
of the present disclosure. The high-voltage AC output from
the generator 104 can be converted into a direct current (DC)
voltage and/or a conditioned AC voltage (e.g., a lower AC
voltage).

The generator controller 105 is in signal communication
with the generator 104 and a voltage sensor 113. The voltage
sensor 113 measures the AC output of the generator 104 and
delivers the measured AC output to the generator controller
105. The controller 105 utilizes the measured AC output to
determine the voltage level of the AC output, the current
level output from the generator 104 and/or the frequency of
the AC output. In this manner, the generator controller 105
can monitor the frequency of the AC output and control the
generator (e.g., the 3-phase generator rotor) to maintain a
targeted output frequency (e.g., 400 Hz).

According to a non-limiting embodiment, the transmis-
sion unit 106 is mechanically coupled between the APU 102
and the generator 104, and is configured to deliver input
rotational power to the generator 104. The transmission unit
106 includes a gear assembly 112, an input hub 114, and an
output hub 116. The gear assembly 112 includes a plurality
of drive gears 118a and 1185, a main transmission shaft 120,
a plurality of secondary gears 122, one or more secondary
shafts 124, and a clutch 126. It should be appreciated that
additional gears and or shafts can be included in the trans-
mission unit to facilitate the transfer of rotational power
from the APU 102 to the generator 104 as understood by one
of ordains skill in the art. In one or more non-limiting
embodiments, gear changes (e.g., output/input speed
change) can also be accomplished via breaking or synchro-
nizing members of an epicyclic differential as understood by
one of ordinary skill in the art.

The drive gears 1184 and 1185 are rotatably coupled to the
main transmission shaft 120 and rotate in response to
rotation of the main transmission shaft 120. The gearing
(e.g., a toothed arrangement) of a first drive gear 118a
engages gearing of a first secondary gear 122a and the
gearing of a second drive gear 1185 engages gearing of a
second secondary gear 1225. The diameter of the first drive
gear 118q is different with respect to the diameter of the
second drive gear 1185 such that a relationship between the
first drive gear 1184 and first secondary gear 122a defines a
first gear ratio and a first speed ratio. Likewise, the relation-
ship between the second drive gear 1185 and second sec-
ondary gear 1225 defines a second gear ratio different from
the first gear ratio and a second speed ratio different from the
first speed ratio.

The different gear ratios and speed ratios allow the
transmission unit 106 to maintain a rotational power output
from the transmission unit 106 while changing a rotational
speed of the APU drive shaft 110. The rotational power
output from the transmission unit 106 can be delivered as a
target rotational speed via the input generator shaft 111.
When the generator 104 is implemented as a two-pole
synchronous generator, the target rotational speed of the
input generator shaft 111 can be, for example, 24,034 RPM.
When the generator 104 is implemented as a four-pole
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synchronous generator, the target rotational speed of the
input generator shaft 111 can be, for example, 12,017 RPM.
When the generator 104 is implemented as a six-pole
synchronous generator, the target rotational speed of the
input generator shaft 111 can be, for example, 8,011 RPM.
When the generator 104 is implemented as an eight-pole
synchronous generator, the target rotational speed of the
input generator shaft 111 can be, for example, 6,008 RPM.

For any amount of the poles in the examples described
herein, the first gear ratio can be selected such that the
transmission unit 106 outputs the target rotational power
(e.g., rotates the input generator shaft 111 at 24,034 RPM,
12,017 RPM, 8,011 RPM, 6,008 RPM, etc.) based on a first
input rotation provided by the drive shaft 110 (e.g., 21,630
RPM). The second gear ratio can be selected such that the
transmission unit 106 outputs the same target rotational
power (i.e., rotates the input generator shaft 111 at 24,034
RPM, 12,017 RPM, 8,011 RPM, 6,008 RPM, etc.)), but at a
different input rotation provided by the drive shaft 110 (e.g.
24,034 RPM). In this manner, the operating speed of the
APU 102 (e.g., the rotational speed of the drive shaft 110)
can be changed or varied while the transmission unit 106
maintains the target output rotational power (e.g., maintains
the targeted RPM of the input generator shaft 111) input to
the generator 104.

Control signals generated by the transmission controller
107 can be used to control the movement of the clutch 122
(as indicated by the double arrow). Accordingly, the trans-
mission controller 107 can receive one or more clutch inputs
indicative of a condition, and based on the clutch input can
position the clutch 126 to engage one of the selected drive
gears 118a and 1185 thereby controlling the rotational power
output from the transition. For example, the transmission
controller 107 can output a control signal to position the
clutch 126 so that it engages the first drive gear 1184 and
increases the rotational speed of the transmission shaft 120.
On the other hand, the transmission controller 107 can
output the control signal to position the clutch 126 so that it
engages the second drive gear 1184 and decreases the
rotational speed of the transmission shaft 120.

In one or more non-limiting embodiments, the transmis-
sion controller 107 is in signal communication with the
rotation sensor 152 to determine the rotational speed (e.g.,
RPMs) 153 of the drive shaft 110. The transmission con-
troller 107 can store a transmission look-up table (LUT) that
maps a given input rotation speed to a given drive gear (e.g.,
1184 and 118b) included in the transmission unit 106. For
example, a first input rotation speed (e.g., 21,630 RPM) can
be mapped to drive gear 1184 and a second input rotation
speed (e.g. 24,034 RPM) can be mapped to drive gear 1185.
Accordingly, the transmission unit 106 can output a control
signal that positions the clutch 126 to engage the first drive
gear 118a in response to detecting the first input rotation
speed (e.g., 21,630 RPM) and can output a control signal
that positions the clutch 126 to engage the second drive gear
1185 in response to detecting the second input rotation speed
(e.g. 24,034 RPM).

Afirst end of the APU drive shaft 110 is coupled to the gas
turbine engine 108, while an opposing second end of the
APU drive shaft 110 is supported by the input hub 112 and
is rotatably coupled to transfer gear arrangement 123. The
transfer gear arrangement 123 is also rotatably coupled to
the secondary shaft 124. In this manner, changing or varying
the rotational speed of the APU drive shaft 110 in turn
changes or varies the rotational speed of the secondary shaft
124. However, the first drive shaft 118a or the second drive
shaft 1185 can be selectively engaged as described herein to
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rotate the main transmission shaft 120 at a target speed the
speed of the APU drive shaft 110 is changed or adjusted
according to different conditions such as changing altitudes
and/or changing surrounding temperatures.

The output hub 116 is rotatably coupled to one end of the
transmission shaft 120 along with a first end of the generator
drive shaft 111. The opposing end of the generator drive
shaft 111 is rotatably coupled to the generator 104. In other
non-limiting embodiments, the main transmission shaft 120
can be rotatably coupled to the generator 104 rather than
employed the intervening generator drive shaft 111. As
described herein, the generator 104 can be implemented
using a 3-phase winding on a generator rotor and a 3-phase
winding on a generator stator. Accordingly, the rotation of
the generator drive shaft 111 controls a frequency input to
the rotor and the speed of rotation of the rotor, both of which
dictate the output frequency of the power output from the
generator 104. Because the main transmission shaft 120 and
the generator drive shaft 111 (when employed) rotate inde-
pendent of the main drive shaft 110, the operation speed of
the APU engine 108 can be changed or varied without
affecting the rotational input power delivered to generator
104. Accordingly, the operating speed of the APU 102 can
be adjusted according to different conditions to improve fuel
consumption efficiency, while the transmission unit 106
selects the drive gear 118a or 1185 necessary for driving the
generator drive shaft 111 at a rotational speed necessary to
produce and sustain a targeted output power frequency (e.g.,
400 Hz).

Turning now to FIG. 2, a method of controlling a power
system of an aircraft is illustrated according to a non-
limiting embodiment. The method begins at operation 200,
and at operation 202 the aircraft is determined to be oper-
ating during a first condition or a second condition. In one
or more non-limiting embodiments, the first condition is a
first altitude (e.g., sea level) and the second condition is a
second altitude (e.g., 40,000 ft) different from the first
condition. When the aircraft is operating during the first
condition, the APU outputs a first APU rotational power at
operation 204. In one or more non-limiting embodiments,
the first APU rotational power is a first rotational speed
(RPM) of about 21,630 RPM, for example. At operation
206, the first APU rotational power is delivered to a trans-
mission unit. At operation 208, the transmission unit outputs
a transmission rotational power having a target value based
on the first APU rotational power. In one or more non-
limiting embodiments, the transmission rotational power
having the target value is a rotational speed (RPM) having
a target rotational speed. At operation 210, the transmission
rotational power having the target value is delivered to the
aircraft generator. At operation 212, the generator produces
an AC voltage having a target frequency (e.g., about 400 Hz)
based on the transmission rotational power, and the method
ends at operation 214.

When the aircraft is determined to be operating during the
second condition at operation 202, the APU outputs a second
APU rotational power at operation 216. In one or more
non-limiting embodiments, the second APU rotational
power is a second rotational speed (RPM) of about 24,030
RPM, for example. At operation 218, the second APU
rotational power is delivered to the transmission unit. Pro-
ceeding to operation 208, the transmission unit outputs the
transmission rotational power having the target value based
on the second APU rotational power. At operation 210, the
transmission rotational power having the target value is
delivered to the aircraft generator. At operation 212, the
generator produces an AC voltage having the target fre-
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quency (e.g., about 400 Hz) based on the transmission
rotational power, and the method ends at operation 214.
The use of the terms “a”, “an”, “the”, and similar refer-
ences in the context of description (especially in the context
of'the following claims) are to be construed to cover both the
singular and the plural, unless otherwise indicated herein or
specifically contradicted by context. The modifier “about”
used in connection with a quantity is inclusive of the stated
value and has the meaning dictated by the context (e.g., it
includes the degree of error associated with measurement of
the particular quantity). All ranges disclosed herein are
inclusive of the endpoints, and the endpoints are indepen-
dently combinable with each other. As used herein, the terms
“about” and “substantially” are intended to include the
degree of error associated with measurement of the particu-
lar quantity based upon the equipment available at the time
of filing the application. For example, the terms may include
a range of +8%, or 5%, or 2% of a given value or other
percentage change as will be appreciated by those of skill in
the art for the particular measurement and/or dimensions
referred to herein. It should be appreciated that relative
positional terms such as “forward,” “aft,” “upper,” “lower,”
“above,” “below,” and the like are with reference to normal
operational attitude and should not be considered otherwise
limiting.

While the present disclosure has been described with
reference to an exemplary embodiment or embodiments, it
will be understood by those skilled in the art that various
changes may be made, and equivalents may be substituted
for elements thereof without departing from the scope of the
present disclosure. In addition, many modifications may be
made to adapt a particular situation or material to the
teachings of the present disclosure without departing from
the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that the
present disclosure not be limited to the particular embodi-
ment disclosed as the best mode contemplated for carrying
out this present disclosure, but that the present disclosure
will include all embodiments falling within the scope of the
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An aircraft power system comprising:

an auxiliary power unit (APU) configured to output a first
APU rotational power during a first condition and a
second APU rotational power during a second condi-
tion different from the first condition;

a transmission unit configured to receive the first APU
rotational output power from the APU, the transmission
unit configured to output a transmission rotational
power based on the first APU rotational output power
and to output the transmission rotational power based
on the second APU rotational output power;

a drive shaft rotatably coupled between the APU and the
transmission unit, wherein the APU drives the drive
shaft to rotate at a first rotational speed so as to deliver
the first APU rotational output power and to rotate at a
second rotational speed so as to deliver the second APU
rotational output power; and

a generator configured to receive the transmission rota-
tional power and to produce an alternating current (AC)
voltage having a target frequency based on the trans-
mission rotational power, wherein the first condition is
a first altitude range at which the APU drives the drive
shaft at a first speed of about 21,630 rotations per
minute (RPM) and the second condition is a second
altitude range at which the APU drives the APU drive
shaft at a second speed falling within a second speed
range which ranges from about 24,030 RPM.
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2. The aircraft power system of claim 1, further compris-
ing a transmission controller in signal communication with
the transmission unit, the transmission controller configured
to determine a rotational speed of the drive shaft and control
the transmission unit to produce the transmission rotational
power based on the rotational speed of the drive shaft.

3. The aircraft power system of claim 2, wherein the
transmission controller controls the transmission unit to
maintain the transmission rotational power delivered to the
generator in response determining a change in the rotational
speed of the drive shaft.

4. The aircraft power system of claim 3, further compris-
ing a generator input shaft coupled between the transmission
unit and the generator, wherein the transmission unit rotates
the generator input shaft according to a targeted rotational
speed that produces the transmission rotational power.

5. The aircraft power system of claim 4, wherein the
transmission unit comprises:

a main transmission shaft rotatably coupled to the gen-

erator drive shaft;

a first gear arrangement coupled to the main transmission
shaft, the first gear arrangement defining a first gear
ratio configured to rotate the main transmission shaft at
a targeted rotational speed that produces the transmis-
sion rotational power in response to rotating the drive
shaft at the first rotational speed;

a second gear arrangement coupled to the main transmis-
sion shaft and defining a second gear ratio different
from the first gear ratio, the second gear ratio config-
ured to rotate the main transmission shaft at the targeted
rotational speed that produces the transmission rota-
tional power in response to rotating the drive shaft at
the second rotational speed; and

a clutch configured to move between a first position and
a second position, wherein the clutch engages the first
gear arrangement when moved into the first position
and engages the second gear arrangement when moved
into the second position.

6. The aircraft power system of claim 5, wherein the APU

comprises:

a gas turbine engine; and

the drive shaft including a first end rotatably coupled to
the gas turbine engine and an opposing second end
rotatably coupled to the transmission unit to deliver the
first APU rotational power and the second APU rota-
tional power.

7. The aircraft power system of claim 6, further compris-
ing an APU controller in signal communication with the gas
turbine engine, the APU controller configured to control the
gas turbine engine to rotate the drive shaft at the first
rotational speed to produce the first APU rotational power in
response to detecting the first condition, and to control the
gas turbine engine to rotate the drive shaft at the second
rotational speed to produce the second APU rotational power
in response to detecting the second condition.

8. The aircraft power system of claim 7, wherein the
transmission controller moves the clutch into the first posi-
tion in response to determining the first rotational speed and
moves the clutch into the second position in response to
determining the second rotational speed.

9. The aircraft power system of claim 8, wherein the first
condition is a first altitude and the second condition is a
second altitude different from the first altitude.

10. A method of controlling a hydraulic control system of
an aircraft, the method comprising:

outputting a first APU rotational power from an auxiliary
power unit (APU) in response to the aircraft operating
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during a first condition and outputting a second APU
rotational power from the APU in response to the
aircraft operating during a second condition;
delivering one of the first APU rotational power or the
second APU rotational power to a transmission unit;
rotating a drive shaft rotatably coupled between the APU
and the transmission unit at a first rotational speed so as
to deliver the first APU rotational output power and
rotating the drive shaft at a second rotational speed so
as to deliver the second APU rotational output power;
outputting a transmission rotational power from the trans-
mission unit based on the first APU rotational power
and outputting the transmission rotational power based
on the second APU rotational power; delivering the
transmission rotational power to a generator; and
producing, by the generator, an alternating current (AC)
voltage having a target frequency based on the trans-
mission rotational power,

wherein the first condition is a first altitude range at which

the APU drives the drive shaft at a first speed of about
21,630 rotations per minute (RPM) and the second
condition is a second altitude range at which the APU
drives the APU drive shaft at a second speed falling
within a second speed range which ranges from about
24,030 RPM.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising deter-
mining a rotational speed of the drive shaft using a trans-
mission controller in signal communication with the trans-
mission unit; and controlling the transmission unit using the
transmission controller to produce the transmission rota-
tional power based on a rotational speed of the drive shaft.

10

20

12

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising control-
ling the transmission unit using the transmission controller
to maintain the transmission rotational power delivered to
the generator in response determining a change in the
rotational speed of the drive shaft.

13. The method of claim 12, further comprising rotating
a generator input shaft coupled between the transmission
unit and the generator via the transmission unit according to
a targeted rotational speed that produces the transmission
rotational power.

14. The method of claim 13, further comprising:

coupling a main transmission shaft rotatably to the gen-

erator drive shaft using one of a first gear arrangement
that defines a first gear ratio or a second gear arrange-
ment that defines a second gear ratio;
selecting the first gear arrangement using a clutch in
response to rotating the drive shaft at the first rotational
speed and rotating the main transmission shaft at a
targeted rotational speed using the first gear arrange-
ment to produce the transmission rotational power; and

selecting the second gear arrangement using the clutch in
response to rotating the drive shaft at the second
rotational speed and rotating the main transmission
shaft at the targeted rotational speed using the second
gear arrangement to produce the transmission rota-
tional power.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the first condition is
a first altitude and the second condition is a second altitude
different from the first altitude.
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