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1
APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
MANAGING RESOURCE OF RADIO UNIT
OF BASE STATION IN WIRELESS
COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

This application is a continuation application of prior
application Ser. No. 17/072,517, filed on Oct. 16, 2020,
which will be issued as U.S. Pat. No. 11,582,754 on Feb. 14,
2023, which is based on and claimed priority under 35
US.C. § 119(a) of a Korean patent application number
10-2019-0130176, filed on Oct. 18, 2019, in the Korean
Intellectual Property Office, the disclosure of which is
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The disclosure relates to a wireless communication sys-
tem. More particularly, the disclosure relates to an apparatus
and a method for managing resources of a radio unit (RU)
of a base station in a wireless communication system.

2. Description of Related Art

To satisfy a wireless data traffic demand which is growing
after a 4th generation (4G) communication system is com-
mercialized, efforts are exerted to develop an advanced 5th
generation (5G) communication system or a pre-5G com-
munication system. For this reason, the 5G communication
system or the pre-5G communication system is referred to as
a beyond 4G network communication system or a post long
term evolution (LTE) system.

To achieve a high data rate, the 5G communication system
considers its realization in an extremely high frequency
millimeter wave (mm Wave) band (e.g., 28 GHz or 60 GHz
band). To mitigate a path loss of propagation and to extend
a propagation distance in the extremely high frequency
band, the 5G communication system is discussing beam-
forming, massive multiple input multiple output (MIMO),
full dimensional (FD)-MIMO, array antenna, analog beam-
forming, and large scale antenna techniques.

Also, for network enhancement of the system, the 5G
communication system is developing techniques such as
evolved small cell, advanced small cell, cloud radio access
network (RAN), ultra-dense network, device to device
(D2D) communication, wireless backhaul, moving network,
cooperative communication, coordinated multi-points
(CoMP), and receive interference cancellation.

Besides, the 5G system is working on hybrid frequency
shift keying and quadrature amplitude modulation (FQAM)
and sliding window superposition coding (SWSC) as
advanced coding modulation (ACM) schemes, and filter
bank multi carrier (FBMC), non-orthogonal multiple access
(NOMA), and sparse code multiple access (SCMA) as
advanced access technologies.

A function split for functionally separating a base station
is applied to 5G systems because transmission capacity
increases in a wireless communication system. The base
station is separated into a digital unit (DU) and a radio unit
(RU) by the function split, and the RU operates under the
control of the DU.

The above information is presented as background infor-
mation only to assist with an understanding of the disclo-
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2

sure. No determination has been made, and no assertion is
made, as to whether any of the above might be applicable as
prior art with regard to the disclosure.

SUMMARY

Aspects of the disclosure are to address at least the
above-mentioned problems and/or disadvantages and to
provide at least the advantages described below. Accord-
ingly, an aspect of the disclosure is to provide an apparatus
and a method for effectively controlling a radio unit (RU) of
a base station in a wireless communication system.

Another aspect of the disclosure is to provide an apparatus
and a method for effectively managing resources of an RU
of a base station in a wireless communication system.

Another aspect of the disclosure is to provide an apparatus
and a method for preventing waste of memory of an RU of
a base station in a wireless communication system.

Additional aspects will be set forth in part in the descrip-
tion which follows and, in part, will be apparent from the
description, or may be learned by practice of the presented
embodiments.

In accordance with an aspect of the disclosure, a method
for operating a radio unit (RU) of a base station in a wireless
communication system is provided. The method includes
transmitting, to a digital unit (DU), a first message including
a value indicating the maximum number of masks for one
resource area, and receiving, from the DU, a second message
generated based on the value, wherein the mask may indi-
cate resources to which the same beam is applied within the
resource area.

In accordance with another aspect of the disclosure, a
method for operating a digital unit (DU) of a base station in
a wireless communication system is proved. The method
includes receiving, from a radio unit (RU), a first message
including a value indicating the maximum number of masks
for one resource area, and transmitting, to the RU, a second
message generated based on the value, wherein the mask
may indicate resources to which the same beam is applied
within the resource area.

In accordance with another aspect of the disclosure, a
radio unit (RU) of a base station in a wireless communica-
tion system is provided. The RU includes a transceiver and
at least one processor connected to the transceiver. The at
least one processor may be configured to transmit, to a
digital unit (DU), a first message including a value indicat-
ing the maximum number of masks for one resource area
and receive, from the DU, a second message generated
based on the value, and the mask may indicate resources to
which the same beam is applied within the resource area.

In accordance with another aspect of the disclosure, a
digital unit (DU) of a base station in a wireless communi-
cation system is provided. The DU includes a transceiver
and at least one processor connected to the transceiver. The
at least one processor may be configured to receive, from a
radio unit (RU), a first message including a value indicating
the maximum number of masks for one resource area and
transmit, to the RU, a second message generated based on
the value, and the mask may indicate resources to which the
same beam is applied within the resource area.

An apparatus and a method according to various embodi-
ments make it possible to prevent unnecessary waste of
resources in a radio unit (RU) of a base station.

Other aspects, advantages, and salient features of the
disclosure will become apparent to those skilled in the art
from the following detailed description, which, taken in
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conjunction with the annexed drawings, discloses various
embodiments of the disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other aspects, features, and advantages of
certain embodiments of the disclosure will be more apparent
from the following description taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1A illustrates a wireless communication system
according to an embodiment of the disclosure;

FIG. 1B shows an example of a fronthaul structure
according to a function split of a base station according to an
embodiment of the disclosure;

FIG. 2 illustrates a configuration of a digital unit (DU) in
a wireless communication system according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure;

FIG. 3 illustrates a configuration of a radio unit (RU) in
a wireless communication system according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure;

FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a function split in a
wireless communication system according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure;

FIG. 5 illustrates an example of beams that can be formed
in an RU of a base station in a wireless communication
system according to an embodiment of the disclosure;

FIG. 6 illustrates examples of resource clement (RE)
masks in a wireless communication system according to an
embodiment of the disclosure;

FIG. 7 illustrates an example of a memory space for
storing mask values in a wireless communication system
according to an embodiment of the disclosure;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating operation of an RU in a
wireless communication system according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating operation of a digital unit
(DU) in a wireless communication system according to an
embodiment of the disclosure; and

FIG. 10 illustrates signal exchange between a DU and an
RU in a wireless communication system according to an
embodiment of the disclosure.

The same reference numerals are used to represent the
same elements throughout the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description with reference to the accom-
panying drawings is provided to assist in a comprehensive
understanding of various embodiments of the disclosure as
defined by the claims and their equivalents. It includes
various specific details to assist in that understanding but
these are to be regarded as merely exemplary. Accordingly,
those of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that various
changes and modifications of the various embodiments
described herein can be made without departing from the
scope and spirit the disclosure In addition, descriptions of
well-known functions and constructions may be omitted for
clarity and conciseness.

The terms and words used in the following description
and claims are not limited to the bibliographical meanings,
but, are merely used by the inventor to enable a clear and
consistent understanding of the disclosure. Accordingly, it
should be apparent to those skilled in the art that the
following description of various embodiments of the disclo-
sure is provided for illustration purpose only and not for the
purpose of limiting the disclosure as defined by the
appended claims and their equivalents.
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It is to be understood that the singular forms “a,” “an,
and “the” include plural referents unless the context clearly
dictates otherwise. Thus, for example, reference to “a com-
ponent surface” includes reference to one or more of such
surfaces.

Hereinafter, various embodiments of the disclosure will
be described based on an approach of hardware. However,
various embodiments of the disclosure include a technology
that uses both hardware and software, and thus the various
embodiments of the disclosure may not exclude the perspec-
tive of software.

Hereinafter, the disclosure relates to an apparatus and a
method for managing resources of a radio unit (RU) of a
base station including a digital unit (DU) and at least one RU
in a wireless communication system. Specifically, the dis-
closure describes a technique for managing memory
resources of an RU of a base station in a wireless commu-
nication system.

Hereinafter, terms referring to signals (e.g., message,
information, preamble, signal, signaling, sequence, and
stream), terms referring to resources {e.g., symbol, slot,
subframe, radio frame, subcarrier, resource element (RE),
resource block (RB), bandwidth part (BWP), and occasion},
terms referring to the operation state (e.g., operation, and
procedure), terms referring to data (e.g., user stream, quadra-
ture (IQ) data, information, bit, symbol, and codeword),
terms referring to channels, terms referring to control infor-
mation {e.g., downlink control information (DCI), medium
access control control element (MAC CE), and radio
resource control (RRC) signaling}, terms referring to net-
work entities, terms referring to elements of a device, and
the like, which are used herein, are for the convenience of
description. Therefore, the disclosure is not limited to the
terms to be described later, and other terms having equiva-
lent technical meanings may be used.

In the following description, terms “physical channel”
and “signal” may be used interchangeably with “data” or
“control signal”. For example, a physical downlink shared
channel (PDSCH) is a term that refers to a physical channel
through which data is transmitted, but the PDSCH may also
be used to indicate data. That is, in the disclosure, the
expression “transmitting a physical channel” may be inter-
preted as “transmitting data or signals through a physical
channel”.

In addition, in the disclosure, although the expression
“greater than” or “less than™ has been used in order to
determine whether or not a specific condition is satisfied or
fulfilled, this does not exclude the expression “equal to or
greater than” or “equal to or less than” The expression
“equal to or greater than” may be replaced with “greater
than”, the expression “equal to or less than” may be replaced
with “less than”, and the expression “equal to or greater than
and less than” may be replaced with “greater than and equal
to or less than” in the conditions above.

Further, the disclosure will describe various embodiments
using terms used in some communication standards {e.g.,
3"“_generation partnership project (3GPP), extensible radio
access network (xRAN), or open-radio access network
(O-RAN)}, but this is only an example for description.
Various embodiments may be easily modified and applied to
other communication systems.

FIG. 1A illustrates a wireless communication system
according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 1A, a base station 110, a terminal 120,
and a terminal 130 as some of nodes using radio channels in
a wireless communication system are illustrated. Although
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FIG. 1A shows only one base station, another base station
that is the same as or similar to the base station 110 may be
further included.

The base station 110 is network infrastructure that pro-
vides the terminals 120 and 130 with a wireless connection.
The base station 110 has coverage, which is defined as a
specific geographical area, based on the distance over which
the base station 110 is able to transmit signals. The base
station 110 may be referred to as, in addition to “base
station”, an “access point (AP)”, an “eNodeB (eNB)”, a
“Sth-generation (5G) node”, a “next-generation NodeB
(gNB)”, a “wireless point”, a “transmission/reception point
(TRP)”, or another term having an equivalent technical
meaning.

Each of the terminal 120 and the terminal 130 is a device
used by a user and performs communication with the base
station 110 through a radio channel. In some cases, at least
one of the terminal 120 and the terminal 130 may be
operated without involvement of a user. That is, at least one
of the terminal 120 and the terminal 130 is a device that
performs machine-type communication (MTC), and may not
be carried by a user. Each of the terminal 120 and the
terminal 130 may be referred to as, in addition to “terminal”,
“user equipment (UE)”, a “mobile station”, a “subscriber
station”, a “remote terminal”, a “wireless terminal”, a “user
device”, or another term having an equivalent technical
meaning.

The base station 110, the terminal 120, and the terminal
130 may transmit and receive wireless signals in a millime-
ter wave (mm Wave) band (e.g., 28 GHz, 30 GHz, 38 GHz,
or 60 GHz). In this case, in order to improve the channel
gain, the base station 110, the terminal 120, and the terminal
130 may perform beamforming Beamforming may include
transmission beamforming and reception beamforming That
is, the base station 110, the terminal 120, and the terminal
130 may impart directivity to a transmission signal or a
reception signal. To this end, the base station 110 and the
terminals 120 and 130 may select serving beams 112, 113,
121, and 131 through a beam searching or management
procedure. After the serving beams 112, 113, 121, and 131
are selected, subsequent communication may be performed
through a resource having a quasi-co-located (QCL) rela-
tionship with the resource that transmitted the serving beams
112, 113, 121, and 131.

If the large-scale characteristics of the channel that carried
symbols on the first antenna port can be inferred from the
channel that carried symbols on the second antenna port, it
can be determined that the first antenna port and the second
antenna port have a QCL relationship therebetween. For
example, the large-scale characteristics may include at least
one of a delay spread, a Doppler spread, a Doppler shift, an
average gain, an average delay, and spatial receiver param-
eters.

In the disclosure, a beam means a spatial flow of a signal
in a radio channel, and may be formed by one or more
antennas (or antenna elements), and this formation process
may be referred to as “beamforming”. Beamforming may
include analog beamforming and digital beamforming (e.g.,
precoding). Reference signal transmitted based on beam-
forming may include, for example, a demodulation-refer-
ence signal (DM-RS), a channel state information-reference
signal (CSI-RS), a synchronization signal/physical broad-
cast channel (SS/PBCH), and a sounding reference signal
(SRS). In addition, an information element (IE) such as a
CSI-RS resource or an SRS-resource may be used as a
configuration for each reference signal, and this configura-
tion may include information associated with a beam. Infor-
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mation associated with a beam may denote information on
whether a corresponding configuration (e.g., a CSI-RS
resource) uses the same spatial domain filter as another
configuration (e.g., another CSI-RS resource in the same
CSI-RS resource set) or a different spatial domain filter, or
information on whether or not it is quasi-co-located (QCL)
with a certain reference signal and information on the QCL
type (e.g., QCL type A, B, C, or D) if it is QCL.

When storing a beam profile in an RU initialization
process, the base station may store a common beam vector
and respective precoding vectors in the order of layers.
Applying a common weight vector (precoder) to each ter-
minal while considering respective ones of all terminals
(i.e., users) as one layer may be understood as formation of
a common beam applied to all of the terminals. In addition,
applying a specific precoder for a multi-layer to each ter-
minal may be understood as single-user beamforming for
each terminal Meanwhile, even if a precoder is applied to the
terminals, signals transmitted to some terminals are able to
be spatially distinguished from signals transmitted to other
terminals. In this case, the application of the precoder may
be understood as multi-user beamforming.

Conventionally, in a communication system having a
relatively large cell radius of a base station, each base station
is provided so as to include functions of a digital processing
unit {or a digital unit (DU)} and a radio frequency (RF)
processing unit {or a radio unit (RU)}. However, since high
frequency bands are used and the cell radius of the base
station is reduced in the 4th-generation (4G) communication
system and/or the communication systems subsequent
thereto, the number of base stations covering a specific area
increases, and the increased number of base stations lays an
increased burden of the installation cost thereof on the
operator. In order to minimize the installation cost of the
base station, a structure in which the DU and the RU of the
base station are separated so that one or more RUs are
connected to one DU through a wired network and in which
one or more RUs are deployed to be geographically distrib-
uted to cover a specific area has been proposed. Hereinafter,
examples of a deployment structure and extension of a base
station according to various embodiments will be described
with reference to FIG. 1B.

FIG. 1B shows an example of a fronthaul structure
according to a function split of a base station according to an
embodiment of the disclosure. Fronthaul, unlike backhaul
between a base station and a core network, refers to a link
between entities, i.e., a link between a wireless local area
network (LAN) and a base station.

Referring to FIG. 1B, the base station 110 may include a
DU 160 and an RU 180. The fronthaul 170 between the DU
160 and the RU 180 may be operated through an F,
interface. For example, an interface such as an enhanced
common public radio interface (eCPRI) and radio over
Ethernet (ROE) may be used for the operation of the
fronthaul 170.

The development of communication technology has
increased traffic of mobile data, and thus a greatly increased
bandwidth necessary for the fronthaul between the digital
unit and the radio unit is required. In the deployment such
as a centralized/cloud radio access network (C-RAN), the
DU may be implemented to perform functions of packet data
convergence protocol (PDCP), radio link control (RLC),
media access control (MAC), and a physical layer (PHY),
and the RU may be implemented to further perform func-
tions of a PHY layer in addition to the radio frequency (RF)
function.
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The DU 160 may perform functions of an upper layer in
a wireless network. For example, the DU 160 may perform
functions of a MAC layer and some of the functions of a
PHY layer. Here, some of the functions of the PHY layer
indicate functions that are performed at a higher level,
among the functions of the PHY layer, and may include, for
example, channel encoding (or channel decoding), scram-
bling (or descrambling), modulation (or demodulation), and
layer mapping (or layer demapping). According to an
embodiment, the DU 160 may be called an “0-RAN DU
(O-DU)” if it conforms to the O-RAN standard. The DU 160
may be represented by being replaced with a first network
entity for a base station (e.g., a gNB) as necessary in the
embodiments.

The RU 180 may perform functions of a lower layer in a
wireless network. For example, the RU 180 may perform
some of the functions of a PHY layer and an RF function.
Here, some of the functions of the PHY layer indicate the
functions that are performed at a relatively lower level than
the DU 160, among the functions of the PHY layer, and may
include, for example, inverse fast fourier transform (IFFT)/
fast fourier transform (FFT) conversion, cyclic prefix (CP)
addition/removal, and digital beamforming A detailed
example of the function split will be described in detail with
reference to FIG. 4. The RU 180 may be referred to as an
“access unit (AU)”, an “access point (AP)”, a “transmission/
reception point (TRP)”, a “remote radio head (RRH)”, a
“wireless radio unit (RU)”, or another term having an
equivalent technical meaning According to an embodiment,
if the RU 180 conforms to the O-RAN standard, it may be
referred to as an “0-RAN RU (O-RU)”. The DU 180 may be
represented by being replaced with a second network entity
for a base station (e.g., a gNB) as necessary in the embodi-
ments.

Although it has been described in FIG. 1B that the base
station includes the DU and the RU, various embodiments
are not limited thereto. In some embodiments, the base
station may be implemented in distributed deployment
according to a centralized unit (CU) configured to perform
the functions of upper layers of the access network {e.g.,
packet data convergence protocol (PDCP) and RRC} and a
distributed unit (DU) configured to perform the functions of
lower layers. In this case, the distributed unit (DU) may
include the digital unit (DU) and the radio unit (RU) shown
in FIG. 1B. The base station may be implemented in the
structure in which the CU, the DU, and the RU are arranged
in sequence between a core {e.g., 5G core (5GC) or next-
generation core (NGC)} network and a wireless network
(RAN). The interface between the CU and the distributed
unit (DU) may be referred to as an “F1 interface”.

The centralized unit (CU) may be connected to one or
more DUs, and may perform functions of an upper layer
rather than the DU. For example, the CU may perform
functions of a radio resource control (RRC) and packet data
convergence protocol (PDCP) layer, and the DU and the RU
may perform functions of a lower layer. The DU may
perform radio link control (RLC), media access control
(MAC), and some functions (high PHY) of the physical
layer (PHY), and the RU may perform the remaining func-
tions (low PHY) of the PHY layer. In addition, for example,
the digital unit (DU) may be included in the distributed unit
(DU) according to implementation of distributed deploy-
ment of a base station. Hereinafter, although operations of
the digital unit (DU) and the RU will be described unless
otherwise defined, various embodiments may be applied to
both the deployment of a base station including a CU and the
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deployment in which a DU is directly connected to the core
network without a CU (i.e., the CU and the DU are inte-
grated into one entity).

FIG. 2 illustrates a configuration of a DU in a wireless
communication system according to an embodiment of the
disclosure.

The configuration illustrated in FIG. 2 may be understood
as the configuration of the DU 160 in FIG. 1B, which is a
part of the base station. Hereinafter, the term “-unit”, “-or
(er)”, or the like denotes a unit for processing at least one
function or operation, and may be implemented as hardware,
software, or a combination thereof.

Referring to FIG. 2, the DU 160 includes a communica-
tion unit 210, a storage unit 220, and a controller 230.

The communication unit 210 may perform functions for
transmitting and receiving signals in a wired communication
environment. The communication unit 210 may include a
wired interface for controlling a direct connection between
devices through a transmission medium (e.g., a copper wire
or optical fiber). For example, the communication unit 210
may transmit an electrical signal to another device through
a copper wire, or may perform conversion between an
electrical signal and an optical signal. The communication
unit 210 may be connected to a radio unit (RU). The
communication unit 210 may be connected to a core net-
work, or may be connected to a CU in a distributed deploy-
ment.

The communication unit 210 may perform functions for
transmitting and receiving signals in a wireless communi-
cation environment. For example, the communication unit
210 may perform a function of conversion between a
baseband signal and a bit stream according to the physical
layer standard of the system. For example, when transmit-
ting data, the communication unit 210 generates complex
symbols by encoding and modulating transmission bit
streams. In addition, when receiving data, the communica-
tion unit 210 restores a reception bit stream through
demodulation and decoding of a baseband signal. In addi-
tion, the communication unit 210 may include a plurality of
transmission/reception paths. In addition, according to an
embodiment, the communication unit 210 may be connected
to the core network, or may be connected to other nodes
{e.g., integrated access backhaul (IAB)}.

The communication unit 210 may transmit and receive
signals. To this end, the communication unit 210 may
include at least one transceiver. For example, the commu-
nication unit 210 may transmit a synchronization signal, a
reference signal, system information, messages, control
messages, streams, control information, data, and the like. In
addition, the communication unit 210 may perform beam-
forming.

The communication unit 210 transmits and receives sig-
nals as described above. Accordingly, all or part of the
communication unit 210 may be referred to as a “transmit-
ter”’, a “receiver”, or a “transceiver”. In addition, in the
following description, transmission and reception performed
through a radio channel will be used to encompass the
operations performed by the communication unit 210 as
described above.

Although not shown in FIG. 2, the communication unit
210 may further include a backhaul communication unit for
connecting to a core network or another base station. The
backhaul communication unit provides an interface for
performing communication with other nodes in the network.
That is, the backhaul communication unit converts a bit
stream, transmitted from the base station to another node
such as another access node, another base station, an upper
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layer node, a core network, or the like, into a physical signal,
and converts physical signals received from other nodes into
bit streams.

The storage unit 220 stores data such as basic programs,
application programs, and configuration information for the
operation of the DU 160. The storage unit 220 may include
a memory. The storage unit 220 may be configured as a
volatile memory, a non-volatile memory, or a combination
thereof. In addition, the storage unit 220 provides the stored
data in response to a request from the controller 230.
According to an embodiment, the storage unit 220 may store
scheduling information on each stream (e.g., beam informa-
tion and antenna port information) and flow information
(e.g., eAXC).

The controller 230 controls the overall operation of the
DU 160. For example, the controller 230 transmits and
receives signals through the communication unit 210 (or the
backhaul communication unit). In addition, the controller
230 records and reads data in and from the storage unit 220.
In addition, the controller 230 may perform functions of a
protocol stack required for the communication standard. To
this end, the controller 230 may include at least one pro-
cessor. In some embodiments, the controller 230 may
include a control message generator for generating a control
message including resource allocation information for
scheduling multiple layers and a flow identification unit for
transmitting the control message. The control message gen-
erator and the flow identification unit may be a set of
instructions or code stored in the storage unit 230, and may
be instructions/code at least temporarily residing in the
controller 230 or a storage space storing the instructions/
code, or may be a part of circuits constituting the controller
230. According to various embodiments, the controller 230
may control the DU 160 to perform operations according to
various embodiments described later.

The configuration of the DU 160 shown in FIG. 2 is
merely exemplary, and the DU performing various embodi-
ments is not limited thereto. That is, according to various
embodiments, some elements may be added to or removed
from the above configuration, or some elements thereof may
be modified.

FIG. 3 illustrates a configuration of an RU in a wireless
communication system according to an embodiment of the
disclosure.

The configuration illustrated in FIG. 3 may be understood
as the configuration of the RU 180 in FIG. 1B, which is a
part of the base station. Hereinafter, the term “-unit”, “-or
(er)”, or the like denotes a unit for processing at least one
function or operation, and may be implemented as hardware,
software, or a combination thereof.

Referring to FIG. 3, the RU 180 includes a communica-
tion unit 310, a storage unit 320, and a controller 330.

The communication unit 310 may perform functions for
transmitting and receiving signals through a radio channel.
For example, the communication unit 310 up-converts a
baseband signal into an RF band signal, transmits the same
through an antenna, and down-converts an RF band signal
received through the antenna into a baseband signal. For
example, the communication unit 310 may include a trans-
mission filter, a reception filter, an amplifier, a mixer, an
oscillator, a digital to analog converter (DAC), an analog to
digital converter (ADC), and the like.

In addition, the communication unit 310 may include a
plurality of transmission/reception paths. Further, the com-
munication unit 310 may include an antenna unit. The
communication unit 310 may include at least one antenna
array including a plurality of antenna elements. In terms of
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hardware, the communication unit 310 may be configured as
a digital circuit and an analog circuit {e.g., radio frequency
integrated circuit (RFIC)}. The digital circuit and the analog
circuit may be implemented as a single package. In addition,
the communication unit 310 may include a plurality of RF
chains. The communication unit 310 may perform beam-
forming. The communication unit 310 may apply a beam-
forming weight to a signal in order to impart directivity to
the signal to be transmitted/received according to the con-
figuration of the controller 330. According to an embodi-
ment, the communication unit 310 may include a radio
frequency (RF) block (or an RF unit).

In addition, the communication unit 310 may transmit and
receive signals. To this end, the communication unit 310
may include at least one transceiver. The communication
unit 310 may transmit downlink signals. The downlink
signals may include a synchronization signal (SS), a refer-
ence signal (RS) {e.g., cell-specific reference signal (CRS)
and demodulation (DM)-RS}, system information {e.g.,
master information block (MIB), system information block
(SIB), remaining system information (RMSI), and other
system information (OSI)}, a configuration message, control
information, or downlink data. In addition, the communica-
tion unit 310 may receive uplink signals. The uplink signals
may include a random access-related signal {e.g., random
access preamble (RAP), message 1 (Msg 1), or message 3
(Msg3)}, a reference signal {e.g., sounding reference signal
(SRS) or DM-RS}, and a power headroom report (PHR).

The communication unit 310 transmits and receives sig-
nals as described above. Accordingly, all or part of the
communication unit 310 may be referred to as a “transmit-
ter”’, a “receiver”, or a “transceiver”. In addition, in the
following description, transmission and reception performed
through a radio channel will be used to encompass the
operations performed by the communication unit 310 as
described above.

The storage unit 320 stores data such as basic programs,
application programs, and configuration information for the
operation of the RU 180. The storage unit 320 may be
configured as a volatile memory, a non-volatile memory, or
a combination thereof. In addition, the storage unit 320
provides the stored data in response to a request from the
controller 330.

The controller 330 controls the overall operation of the
RU 180. For example, the controller 330 transmits and
receives signals through the communication unit 310. In
addition, the controller 330 records and reads data in and
from the storage unit 320. In addition, the controller 330
may perform functions of a protocol stack required for the
communication standard. To this end, the controller 330 may
include at least one processor. The controller 330 may
include various modules for performing communication.
According to various embodiments, the controller 330 may
control the RU 180 to perform operations according to
various embodiments described later.

FIG. 4 illustrates an example of a function split in a
wireless communication system according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure.

The development of wireless communication technology
{e.g., the introduction of a 5th-generation (5G) communi-
cation system or a new radio (NR) communication system}
has brought about an increase in the usage frequency band,
and the number of RUs required to be installed has further
increased due to a significant reduction in the cell radius of
the base station. In addition, the amount of data transmitted
in the 5G communication system has increased 10 times or
more, and thus the transmission capacity of a wired network
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transmitted through the fronthaul has greatly increased.
These factors may cause a large increase in cost for instal-
lation of the wired network in the 5G communication
system. Accordingly, in order to lower the transmission
capacity of the wired network and reduce the installation
cost of the wired network, a technique for reducing the
transmission capacity of the fronthaul by transferring some
functions of a modem of the DU to the RU has been
proposed, and this technique may be referred to as a “func-
tion split™.

In order to relieve a burden on the DU, a method in which
the role of the RU, which performs only an RF function, is
expanded to some functions of the physical layer is under
consideration. In this case, as the RU performs the functions
of the higher layer, the throughput of the RU increases,
which may increase the transmission bandwidth in the
fronthaul, and may reduce constraints on the latency require-
ments due to a response process. Meanwhile, as the RU
performs the functions of the higher layer, the virtualization
gain is reduced, and the size/weight/cost of the RU increase.
It is required to implement an optimal function split in
consideration of trade-off of the above-mentioned advan-
tages and disadvantages.

FIG. 4 illustrates function splits in the physical layer of
the MAC layer or below. In the case of a downlink (DL) that
transmits signals to a terminal through a wireless network,
the base station may sequentially perform channel encoding/
scrambling, modulation, layer mapping, antenna mapping,
RE mapping, digital beamforming (e.g., precoding), IFFT
conversion/CP addition, and RF conversion. In the case of
an uplink (UL) that receives signals from a terminal through
a wireless network, the base station may sequentially per-
form RF conversion, FFT conversion/CP removal, the digi-
tal beamforming (e.g., pre-combining), RE demapping,
channel estimation, layer demapping, demodulation, and
decoding/descrambling. The split between uplink functions
and downlink functions may be defined in a variety of types
depending on the necessity and the discussion about the
specifications between supply vendors, and the like accord-
ing to the above-mentioned trade-off.

Referring to FIG. 4, a first function split 405 may be a split
between RF functions and PHY functions. The first function
split is intended that the PHY functions are not substantially
implemented in the RU, and may be referred to as, for
example, “Option 8”. A second function split 410 may
enable the RU to perform the IFFT conversion/CP addition
in the DL and the FFT conversion/CP removal in the UL,
among the PHY functions, and may enable the DU to
perform the remaining PHY functions. For example, the
second function split 410 may be referred to as “Option
7-1. The third function split 420a¢ may enable the RU to
perform the IFFT conversion/CP addition in the DL and the
FFT conversion/CP removal and the digital beamforming in
the UL, among the PHY functions, and may enable the DU
to perform the remaining PHY functions. For example, a
third function split 420a may be referred to as “Option 7-2x
Category A”. A fourth function split 4205 may enable the
RU to perform the digital beamforming both in the DL and
in the UL, and may enable DU to perform the upper PHY
functions subsequent to the digital beamforming. For
example, the fourth function split 42056 may be referred to as
“Option 7-2x Category B”. A fifth function split 425 may
enable the RU to perform the RE mapping (or the RE
demapping) both in the DL and in the UL, and may enable
the DU to perform the upper PHY functions subsequent to
the RE mapping (or the RE demapping). For example, the
fifth function split 425 may be referred to as “Option 7-2”.
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A sixth function split 430 may enable the RU to perform the
modulation (or the demodulation) both in the DL and in the
UL, and may enable the DU to perform the upper PHY
functions subsequent to the modulation (or the demodula-
tion). For example, the sixth function split 430 may be
referred to as “Option 7-3”. A seventh function split 440 may
enable the RU to perform the encoding/scrambling (or
decoding/descrambling) both in the DL and in the UL, and
may enable the DU to perform the upper PHY functions
subsequent to the modulation (or demodulation). For
example, the seventh function split 440 may be referred to
as “Option 6”.

According to an embodiment, if it is expected to process
a large-capacity signal such as FR1 MMU, a function split
in a relatively higher layer (e.g., the fourth function split
4205) may be required in order to reduce the capacity of the
fronthaul. In addition, a function split in an excessively high
layer (e.g., the sixth function split 430) may require a
complicated control interface, and may cause a burden of the
implementation of the RU because a plurality of PHY
processing blocks is included in the RU. Thus, an appropri-
ate function split may be required depending on the deploy-
ment and implementation of the DU and the RU.

According to an embodiment, if it is impossible to process
precoding of the data received from the DU (i.e., if the RU
has a limited capability of precoding), the third function split
420aq or the function splits below the same (e.g., the second
function split 410) may be applied. On the other hand, if it
is possible to process precoding of the data received from the
DU, the fourth function split 4205 or the function splits
higher than the same (e.g., the sixth function split 430) may
be applied. Hereinafter, although various embodiments will
be described based on the third function split 420a or the
fourth function split 4205 unless stated otherwise in the
disclosure, this is not intended to exclude the configuration
of an embodiment through other function splits. For
example, the embodiments to be described below may be
applied to the case of the sixth function split 430 (Option
7-3).

FIG. 5 illustrates an example of beams that can be formed
in an RU of a base station in a wireless communication
system according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 5, the RU includes an antenna array 510
including a plurality of antenna elements. The RU may
perform beamforming using the antenna array 510. For
example, the RU may form a first beam 5204, a second beam
5205, a third beam 520c¢, a fourth beam 5204, and a fifth
beam 520e having different directions from each other.
Depending on the hardware capability of the RU, two or
more of the first beam 520a, the second beam 5205, the third
beam 520c¢, the fourth beam 5204, and the fifth beam 520e
may be simultaneously formed. The number of beams that
can be simultaneously formed may be related to the number
of RF chains of the RU.

For example, in the case where three beams such as the
first beam 520a, the second beam 5205, and the third beam
520c¢ are able to be simultaneously formed, the beams may
be applied to respective resources as shown in FIG. 6 below.

FIG. 6 illustrates examples of resource element (RE)
masks in a wireless communication system according to an
embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 6 illustrates the case in which three beams are used
in the resource area including 14 symbols and 12 REs. The
resource region shown in FIG. 6 may be referred to as a
“section”, a “resource block (RB)”, or another term having
an equivalent technical meaning.
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The RU maps the beams to the resources according to the
control of the DU. In other words, the RU transmits signals,
which are transmitted through the resource, through the
beams under the control of the DU. In this case, one section
may be mapped to a single beam. However, the beams to be
applied may be different between the resources belonging to
one RB or one section. For example, referring to FIG. 6, the
first beam may be mapped to the REs 600, 601, 602, 603,
604, 605, 607, 608, and 610 having indexes 0 to 5, 7, 8, and
10, the second beam may be mapped to the REs 606 and 609
having indexes 6 and 9, and the third beam may be mapped
to the RE 611 having index 11. In other words, beamforming
may be performed such that signals mapped to the 2"¢, 5%,
and 8” subcarriers are transmitted through the first beam,
such that signals mapped to the 67 and 9 subcarriers are
transmitted through the second beam, and such that a signal
mapped to the 117 subcarrier is transmitted through the third
beam. In this case, since one section is mapped to a single
beam, a masking method may be used in order to indicate
that the beams are mapped to some resources (e.g., REs or
carriers) in one section.

For example, the DU may provide a mask value
“111111011010” for the first beam while indicating that the
first beam is mapped to the section show in FIG. 6. Similarly,
a mask value for the second beam may be expressed as
“000000100100”, and a mask value for the third beam may
be expressed as “000000000001”. Here, the mask for the
first beam may be expressed as “reMask A”, the mask for the
second beam may be expressed as “reMask B”, and the mask
for the third beam may be expressed as “reMask C”. The
exclusive or (XOR) operation of the three listed mask values
results in “111111111111”.

Using the mask values above, the RU may determine the
RE, among the REs, or the subcarrier in the section to which
the first beam, the second beam, and the third beam are
applied based on the bit pattern of the mask values. The RU
may allocate a memory space for storing at least one mask
value received from the DU, and may store at least one mask
value in the allocated memory space. Thereafter, in the case
of transmitting a signal through the section, the RU may
perform beamforming for the respective REs using the mask
values and beam information. In this case, the mask values
may be stored so as to be paired with section information
{e.g., a section identifier (ID)}. For example, if three masks
are received as shown in FIG. 6, the memory space shown
in FIG. 7 may be required.

FIG. 7 illustrates an example of a memory space for
storing mask values in a wireless communication system
according to an embodiment of the disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 7, a first space 701 is allocated to store
a section ID value and a mask value of the first beam, a
second space 702 is allocated to store a section ID value and
a mask value of the second beam, and a third space 703 is
allocated to store a section ID value and a mask value of the
third beam. That is, if three mask values are received, a
memory space capable of storing at least three mask values
and three section ID values is required.

Meanwhile, the DU controls the RU using control sig-
naling. Control messages received from the DU are stored in
the RU, and are then decoded. In this case, a C-plane
message may be stored in units of a specific time (e.g., one
slot or 14 symbols). If a number of messages exceeding the
memory capacity available for the RU are received within a
specific time unit, some of the messages may be lost, and the
decoding thereof may fail. Here, the control message trans-
mitted from the DU may be a control (C)-plane message.
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In order to prevent the situation in which a number of
messages exceeding an available memory capacity are trans-
mitted, the RU may report the available memory capacity to
the DU. Accordingly, the DU may transmit a control mes-
sage in consideration of the available memory capacity of
the RU. In this case, the message transmitted from the RU
may be a management (M)-plane message.

If there is no operation of indicating the available memory
capacity of the RU, the DU may transmit a control message
without consideration of the available memory capacity of
the RU. In this case, the RU is required to allocate a memory
space according to the maximum size of the message that is
transmittable by the DU. For example, in the case of the RE
mask, since 12 Res are included in one section, it may be
expected to receive a control message including up to 12
mask values. Securing the memory space for storing up to 12
mask values in preparation of up to 12 mask values may
cause an increase in cost for the implementation of the RU.

Furthermore, securing of the memory space for storing 12
mask values may cause unnecessary waste of the memory
space. Among the downlink channels currently defined in
the 5%-generation (5G) new radio (NR) standard, the com-
binations thereof, which may be allocated to one section,
may not be infinite. The combinations shown in Table 1 may
be considered even if they may vary depending on the
specific implementation.

TABLE 1

Combinations of channels Number of channels

PDSCH + DMRS for PDSCH
PDSCH + PT-RS
PDSCH + CSI-RS
DMRS for PDSCH + CSI-RS
PDSCH + DMRS for PDSCH + CSI-RS
PDSCH + PT-RS + CSI-RS
PDSCH + DMRS for PDCCH

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8 SSS + PBCH

[SSRNSTRVS IRV ST SR S )

In the case of considering the combinations shown in
Table 1 above, the maximum number of transmittable chan-
nels in one section is 3. In this case, securing the memory
space for storing four or more mask values may lead to the
waste of the memory space because no more than three
beams are used in one section.

In addition, if there is no operation of indicating the
available memory capacity of the RU, the DU may transmit
a message having the size exceeding the available memory
capacity of the RU. In this case, at least a portion of the
message may not be stored, and the decoding thereof may
fail. For example, if the DU transmits a control message
including three mask values in the state in which the RU
secured the memory space capable of storing only two mask
values, the decoding of the control message may fail.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating operation of an RU in a
wireless communication system according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure.

FIG. 8 illustrates a method of operating the RU 180 of the
base station 110.

Referring to FIG. 8, in a method 800, in operation 801, the
RU transmits a message including a value indicating the
maximum number of the RE masks. Here, the maximum
number of RE masks may be understood as the number of
pairs between mask values that can be stored in the RU and
section ID values. That is, the RU transmits, to the DU, a
value corresponding to the capacity of the memory space
allocable to store the RE mask values in the memory.
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In operation 803, the RU may receive a message for
controlling the RU. The RU may store the received message
in the memory space. For example, the message may include
scheduling information associated with the operation of the
RU. Specifically, the message may include at least one RE
mask value. The RU may obtain information included in the
message by decoding the message stored in the memory
space.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating operation of a digital unit
(DU) in a wireless communication system according to an
embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 9 illustrates a method of operating the DU 170 of the
base station 110.

Referring to FIG. 9, in a method 900, in operation 901, the
DU receives a message including a value indicating the
maximum number of RE masks from the RU. Here, the
maximum number of RE masks may be understood as the
number of pairs between mask values that the RU is able to
store and section ID values. That is, the DU receives, from
the RU, a value corresponding to the capacity of the memory
space allocable to store the RE mask values in the memory.

In operation 903, the DU transmits a message for con-
trolling the RU. For example, the message may include
scheduling information associated with the operation of the
RU. In this case, the DU may limit the size of the message,
based on the value received in operation 901. To this end, in
the scheduling operation, the DU may perform scheduling
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such that beams exceeding the number of RE masks corre-
sponding to the value received in operation 901 are not used
in one section.

FIG. 10 illustrates signal exchange between a DU and an
RU in a wireless communication system according to an
embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 10 illustrates a specific example of the operation of
the RU 180 shown in FIG. 8 and the operation of the DU 160
shown in FIG. 9.

Referring to FIG. 10, the RU 180 may transmit an
M-plane message 1002 to the DU 160. The M-plane mes-
sage 1002 may include information on the state or resources
of'the RU 180. For example, the M-plane message 1002 may
include at least one of max-sections-per-symbol” indicating
the maximum number of sections per symbol, “max-sec-
tions-per-slot” indicating the maximum number of sections
per slot, and “max-remask-per-section” indicating the maxi-
mum number of RE masks per section. The M-plane mes-
sage 1002 may be transmitted during the procedure in which
the RU 180 and the DU 160 establish an initial connection
therebetween or after the completion thereof. Thereafter, the
DU 160 may transmit a C-plane message 1004 for control-
ling the operation of the RU 180. For example, the C-plane
message 1004 may include scheduling information (e.g., RE
masks) for the operation of the RU 180.

In the procedure shown in FIG. 10, the M-plane message
1002 may further include information shown in Table 2
below.

TABLE 2

module: o-ran-uplane-conf
+--rw user-plane-configuration
+--1w low-level-tx-links* [name]

| +--rw name string

| +--rw processing-element -> Jo-ran-pe:processing-elements/ru-
elements/name

| +--rw tx-array-carrier -> fuser-plane-configuration/tx-array-
carriers/name

| +--rw low-level-tx-endpoint ~ -> /user-plane-configuration/low-level-tx-
endpoints/name

+--1w low-level-rx-links* [name]

| +--rw name string

| +--rw processing-element -> [o-ran-pe:processing-elements/ru-
elements/name

| +--rw rx-array-carrier -> fuser-plane-configuration/rx-array-
carriers/name

| +--rw low-level-rx-endpoint

-> fuser-plane-configuration/low-level-

rx-endpoints/name

| +--rw user-plane-uplink-marking?

-> Jo-ran-pe:processing-

elements/enhanced-uplane-mapping/uplane-mapping/up-marking-name
+--ro endpoint-types* [id]

| +--ro id uintl6
| +--ro supported-section-types* [section-type]

| +--ro section-type uint8

| +--ro supported-section-extensions™ uint8

| +--ro supported-frame-structures™® uint8

| +--ro managed-delay-support? enumeration
| +--ro multiple-numerology-supported? boolean

| +--ro max-numerology-change-duration? uintl6

| +--ro max-control-sections-per-data-section? uint8

| +--ro max-sections-per-symbol? uintl6

| +--ro max-sections-per-slot? uintl6

| +--ro max-reMasks-per-section? unitl6

| +--ro max-beams-per-symbol? uintl6
| +--ro max-beams-per-slot? uintl6

| +--ro max-prb-per-symbol? uintl6

| +--ro prb-capacity-allocation-granularity* uintl6

| +--ro max-numerologies-per-symbol? uintl6
+--ro endpoint-capacity-sharing-groups™® [id]

| +--ro id uintl6
| +--ro max-control-sections-per-data-section? uint8

| +--ro max-sections-per-symbol? uintl6

| +--ro max-sections-per-slot? uintl6

| +--ro max-reMasks-per-section? unitl6
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TABLE 2-continued
| +--ro max-beams-per-symbol? uintl6
| +--ro max-beams-per-slot? uintl6
| +--ro max-prb-per-symbol? uintl6
| +--ro max-numerologies-per-symbol? uintl6
In the procedure shown in FIG. 10, the C-plane message
1004 may be configured as shown in Table 3, Table 4, Table
5, or Table 6 below.
TABLE 3
Section Type 5: UE scheduling information conveyance
0 (msb) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 (Isb) # of bytes
transport header, see section 3.1.3 8 Octet 1
dataDirection  payloadVersion filterIndex 1 Octet 9
frameld 1 Octet 10
subframeld slotld 1 Octet 11
slotld startSymbolid 1 Octet 12
numberOfsections 1 Octet 13
sectionType = 5 1 Octet 14
udCompHdr 1 Octet 15
reserved 1 Octet 16
sectionld 1 Octet 17
sectionld b symlnc startPrbe 1 Octet 18
startPrbe 1 Octet 19
numPrbe 1 Octet 20
reMask[11:4] 1 Octet 21
reMask[3:0] numSymbol 1 Octet 22
ef ueld[14:8] 1 Octet 23
ueld[7:0] 1 Octet 24
section extensions as indicated by “ef” var Octet 25
sectionld 1 Octet N
sectionld b symlnc startPrbe 1 N+1
startPrbe 1 N+2
numPrbe 1 N+3
reMask[11:4] 1 N+4
reMask[3:0] numSymbol 1 N+5
ef ueld[14:8] 1 N+6
ueld[7:0] 1 N+7
section extensions as indicated by “ef” var N+38
Octet M
In Table 3, the value of the parameter “ef” of Octet 23 “ef=0”, and Octet 21 and Octet 22 include

determines whether or not to perform section extension. If
“ef=0”, the section extension is not performed, and if
“ef=17, the section extension is performed, that is, “reMask”
is added. In other words, the section extension may be
performed in order to add “reMask”. In this case, in the case
of generating and transmitting the C-plane message, the DU
performs the section extension in consideration of the avail-

45

“reMask=111111111111", which indicates that only one
beam is used in the corresponding section.

The message structure in Table 3 may be changed to the
message structure shown in Table 4 or 5 below according to
the section type. Table 4 shows messages according to
section type “0”, Table 5 shows messages according to

able memory capacity of the RU. For example, if the section 30 section type “1”, and Table 6 shows messages according to
extension is not performed even once, Octet 23 includes section type “3”.
TABLE 4
Section Type 0: idle/guard periods
0 (msb) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 (Isb) # of bytes
transport header, see section 3.1.3 8 Octet 1
dataDirection  payloadVersion filterIndex 1 Octet 9
frameld 1 Octet 10
subframeld slotld 1 Octet 11
slotld startSymbolid 1 Octet 12
numberOfsections 1 Octet 13
sectionType = 0 1 Octet 14
timeOffset 2 Octet 15
frameStructure 1 Octet 17
cpLength 2 Octet 18
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TABLE 4-continued

Section Type 0: idle/guard periods

0 (msb) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 (Isb) # of bytes

Reserved 1 Octet 20
sectionld 1 Octet 21
sectionld b symlnc startPrbe 1 Octet 22
startPrbe 1 Octet 23
numPrbe 1 Octet 24
reMask[11:4] 1 Octet 25
reMask[3:0] numSymbol 1 Octet 26
ef reserved (7 bits) 1 Octet 27
reserved (8 bits) 1 Octet 28
section extensions as indicated by “ef” if any var Octet 29
sectionld 1 Octet N

sectionld b symlnc startPrbe 1 N+1

startPrbe 1 N+2

numPrbe 1 N+3

reMask[11:4] 1 N+4

reMask[3:0] numSymbol 1 N+5

ef reserved (7 bits) 1 N+6

reserved (8 bits) 1 N+7

section extensions as indicated by “ef” if any var N+38
Octet M

TABLE 5

Section Type 1: DL/UL control msgs

0 (msb) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 (Isb) # of bytes
transport header, see section 3.1.3 8 Octet 1
dataDirection  payloadVersion filterIndex 1 Octet 9
frameld 1 Octet 10
subframeld slotld 1 Octet 11
slotld startSymbolid 1 Octet 12
numberOfsections 1 Octet 13
sectionType = 1 1 Octet 14
udCompHdr 1 Octet 15
reserved 1 Octet 16
sectionld 1 Octet 17
sectionld b symlnc startPrbe 1 Octet 18
startPrbe 1 Octet 19
numPrbe 1 Octet 20
reMask[11:4] 1 Octet 21
reMask[3:0] numSymbol 1 Octet 22
ef beamlId[14:8] 1 Octet 23
beamlId[7:0] 1 Octet 24
section extensions as indicated by “ef” var Octet 25
sectionld 1 Octet N
sectionld b symlnc startPrbe 1 N+1
startPrbe 1 N+2
numPrbe 1 N+3
reMask[11:4] 1 N+4
reMask[3:0] numSymbol 1 N+5
ef beamlId[14:8] 1 N+6
beamId[7:0] 1 N+7
section extensions as indicated by “ef” var N+38
Octet M
TABLE 6
Section Type 3: PRACH & mixed-numerology
0 (msb) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 (Isb) # of bytes
transport header, see section 3.1.3 8 Octet 1
dataDirection  payloadVersion filterIndex 1 Octet 9

frameld 1 Octet 10
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TABLE 6-continued
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Section Type 3: PRACH & mixed-numerology

0 (msb) 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 (Isb) # of bytes
subframeld slotld 1 Octet 11
slotld startSymbolid 1 Octet 12
numberOfsections 1 Octet 13
sectionType = 3 1 Octet 14
timeOffset 2 Octet 15
frameStructure 1 Octet 17
cpLength 2 Octet 18
udCompHdr 1 Octet 20
sectionld 1 Octet 21
sectionld b symlnc startPrbe 1 Octet 22
startPrbe 1 Octet 23
numPrbe 1 Octet 24
reMask[11:4] 1 Octet 25
reMask[3:0] numSymbol 1 Octet 26
ef beamlId[14:8] 1 Octet 27
beamlId[7:0] 1 Octet 28
freqOffset 3 Octet 29
reserved (8 bits) 1 Octet 32
section extensions as indicated by “ef” var Octet 33
sectionld 1 Octet N
sectionld b symlnc startPrbe 1 N+1
startPrbe 1 N+2
numPrbe 1 N+3
reMask[11:4] 1 N+4
reMask[3:0] numSymbol 1 N+5
ef beamlId[14:8] 1 N+6
beamId[7:0] 1 N+7
freqOffset 3 N+38
reserved (8 bits) 1 N+ 11
section extensions as indicated by “ef” var N+12
Octet M

As described in the various embodiments above, the RU
provides the DU with information on the maximum number
of storable RE masks so that a control message may be
generated and transmitted within the range of the available
memory capacity of the RU. That is, the information on the
maximum number of RE masks may be understood as the
value indicating information on the available memory
capacity.

Accordingly, according to another embodiment, the maxi-
mum number of RE masks may be replaced with informa-
tion that explicitly or implicitly indicates the available
memory capacity. The available memory capacity to be
signaled may be the total available memory capacity for
storing the control messages, or may be the available
memory capacity allocable to a specific information item
(e.g., an RE mask value). The specific information item may
be information on the RE mask or other information.

In addition, according to another embodiment, the value
indicating the maximum number of RE masks may be
replaced with the value related to the number of other
parameters other than the RE mask. Since the number of RE
masks may be repeatedly included in the control message,
the maximum number of RE masks may affect the memory
capacity. Accordingly, the number of other parameters that
can be repeatedly included in the control message may be
reported in parallel with the RE mask or as a replacement
therefor. However, even for the parameter that is not
repeated, information indicating whether or not to allocate a
memory space for storing the parameter may be reported.
That is, the value indicating the presence or absence thereof,
instead of the number thereof, may be used.

Methods disclosed in the claims and/or methods accord-
ing to various embodiments described in the specification of
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the disclosure may be implemented by hardware, software,
or a combination of hardware and software.

When the methods are implemented by software, a com-
puter-readable storage medium for storing one or more
programs (software modules) may be provided. The one or
more programs stored in the computer-readable storage
medium may be configured for execution by one or more
processors within the electronic device. The at least one
program may include instructions that cause the electronic
device to perform the methods according to various embodi-
ments of the disclosure as defined by the appended claims
and/or disclosed herein.

The programs (software modules or software) may be
stored in non-volatile memories including a random access
memory and a flash memory, a read only memory (ROM),
an electrically erasable programmable read only memory
(EEPROM), a magnetic disc storage device, a compact
disc-ROM (CD-ROM), digital versatile discs (DVDs), or
other type optical storage devices, or a magnetic cassette.
Alternatively, any combination of some or all of them may
form a memory in which the program is stored. Further, a
plurality of such memories may be included in the electronic
device.

In addition, the programs may be stored in an attachable
storage device which may access the electronic device
through communication networks such as the Internet,
Intranet, Local Area Network (LAN), Wide LAN (WLAN),
and Storage Area Network (SAN) or a combination thereof.
Such a storage device may access the electronic device via
an external port. Further, a separate storage device on the
communication network may access a portable electronic
device.

In the above-described detailed embodiments of the dis-
closure, an element included in the disclosure is expressed
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in the singular or the plural according to presented detailed
embodiments. However, the singular form or plural form is
selected appropriately to the presented situation for the
convenience of description, and the disclosure is not limited
by elements expressed in the singular or the plural. There-
fore, either an element expressed in the plural may also
include a single element or an element expressed in the
singular may also include multiple elements.

While the disclosure has been shown and described with
reference to various embodiments thereof, it will be under-
stood by those skilled in the art that various changes in form
and details may be made therein without departing from the
spirit and scope of the disclosure as defined by the appended
claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:
1. A method performed by a radio unit (RU) in a wireless
communication system, the method comprising:
transmitting, to a digital unit (DU), a first message com-
prising a value indicating a maximum number of
resource element (RE) mask for a section; and

receiving, from the DU, a second message generated
based on the value,

wherein the maximum number of the RE mask for the

section is a number of at least one pair of the RE mask
and a section identifier (ID), and

wherein the RE mask indicates at least one RE associated

with one beam within the section.

2. The method of claim 1,

wherein the first message further comprises at least one of

a value indicating a maximum number of the section
per symbol, or a value indicating a maximum number
of the section per slot.
3. The method of claim 1, wherein the maximum number
of'the RE mask is determined based on an available memory
capacity of the RU.
4. The method of claim 1, wherein the second message
comprises a value indicating a number of RE mask equal to
or less than the maximum number of the RE mask.
5. The method of claim 1, wherein the first message is
transmitted during a procedure in which the RU and the DU
establish an initial connection.
6. The method of claim 1, wherein the first message
comprises a management (M)-plane message.
7. A method performed by a digital unit (DU) in a wireless
communication system, the method comprising:
receiving, from a radio unit (RU), a first message com-
prising a value indicating a maximum number of
resource element (RE) mask for a section; and

transmitting, to the RU, a second message generated
based on the value,

wherein the maximum number of the RE mask for the

section is a number of at least one pair of the RE mask
and a section identifier (ID), and

wherein the RE mask indicates at least one RE associated

with one beam within the section.

8. The method of claim 7,

wherein the first message further comprises at least one of

a value indicating a maximum number of the section
per symbol, or a value indicating a maximum number
of the section per slot.
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9. The method of claim 7, wherein the maximum number
of'the RE mask is determined based on an available memory
capacity of the RU.

10. The method of claim 7, wherein the second message
comprises a value indicating a number of RE mask equal to
or less than the maximum number of the RE mask.

11. The method of claim 7, wherein the first message is
received during a procedure in which the RU and the DU
establish an initial connection.

12. The method of claim 7, wherein the first message
comprises a management (M)-plane message.

13. The method of claim 7, further comprising:

storing the value indicating the maximum number of the

RE mask for the section.

14. A radio unit (RU) in a wireless communication
system, the RU comprising:

a transceiver; and

a controller coupled with the transceiver,

and configured to:

transmit, to a digital unit (DU), a first message com-
prising a value indicating a maximum number of
resource element (RE) mask for a section, and

receive, from the DU, a second message generated
based on the value,

wherein the maximum number of the RE mask for the

section is a number of at least one pair of the RE mask
and a section identifier (ID), and

wherein the RE mask indicates at least one RE associated

with one beam within the section.

15. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

storing at least one value of the RE mask included in the

second message in unit of time.

16. The method of claim 1, wherein the second message
comprises a control (C)-plane message, and includes a
section extension information.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the section extension
information includes information indicating the RE mask,
and is associated with one of a section type 0, a section type
1, or a section type 3.

18. The method of claim 7, wherein the second message
comprises a control (C)-plane message, and includes a
section extension information.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the section extension
information includes information indicating the RE mask,
and is associated with one of a section type 0, a section type
1, or a section type 3.

20. A digital unit (DU) in a wireless communication
system, the DU comprising:

a transceiver; and

a controller coupled with the transceiver, and configured

to:

receive, from a radio unit (RU), a first message com-
prising a value indicating a maximum number of
resource element (RE) mask for a section, and

transmit, to the RU, a second message generated based
on the value,

wherein the maximum number of the RE mask for the

section is a number of at least one pair of the RE mask
and a section identifier (ID), and

wherein the RE mask indicates at least one RE associated

with one beam within the section.
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