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(57) ABSTRACT

A construction vehicle may be a road finisher or a feeder
vehicle for a road finisher. The construction vehicle com-
prises an internal network area of the construction vehicle,
which comprises a computing unit for controlling an opera-
tion of the construction vehicle, and an external network
area of the construction vehicle, which is in data commu-
nication connection with the internal network area. A fire-
wall is configured to monitor data communication from the
external network area of the construction vehicle to the
internal network area of the construction vehicle, wherein
the firewall has its own processor and operating system.
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1
ROAD FINISHER OR FEEDER VEHICLE
WITH A FIREWALL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims foreign priority benefits under 35
U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) to European patent application number
EP 19171727 .1, filed Apr. 30, 2019, which is incorporated
by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosure relates to the field of road finishers and
feeder vehicles for road finishers.

BACKGROUND

In recent years, a trend towards automation and digitali-
zation in road construction has dramatically increased the
complexity of computer systems used in road finishers and
feeder vehicles for road finishers. Complex computer sys-
tems currently in use perform tasks in the area of internal
control of the road finisher or feeder vehicle, for example
tasks in machine control and monitoring, as well as tasks
primarily in the area of data communication with external
systems or an operator. EP 3 214 223 Al, for example,
discloses a road finisher with an operating unit provided on
the side of the chassis or the material hopper of the road
finisher, which comprises an interface for unidirectional or
bidirectional electronic data exchange with the road finisher.

In order to be able to coordinate the various computerized
elements, which may be provided on a road finisher or on a
feeder vehicle, with each other and with a central computer,
a network, especially an Ethernet network, may be used.
Thus, communication may be implemented reliably and
based on known standards. However, the networking of
different functions and components may have a negative
effect on system safety.

SUMMARY

It is an object of the disclosure to provide a road finisher
or a feeder vehicle for a road finisher with good safety
characteristics despite a high degree of computerization,
whereby this is to be achieved with devices that are as
simple as possible.

According to the disclosure, a construction vehicle is
provided, which is a road finisher or a feeder vehicle for a
road finisher. The construction vehicle comprises a drive for
providing a drive function of the construction vehicle. In
addition, the construction vehicle comprises an internal
network area, which comprises a computing unit for con-
trolling an operation of the construction vehicle, and an
external network area, which is in data communication
connection with the internal network area. It should be noted
that both the internal network area and the external network
area are implemented on the construction vehicle. The terms
“internal network area” and “external network area” are
used for ease of reading, but could easily be replaced by the
terms “first network area” and “second network area”.

The construction vehicle further comprises a firewall
configured to monitor data communication from the external
network area of the construction vehicle to the internal
network area of the construction vehicle. The firewall has its
own processor and operating system. In particular, the
firewall may have its own software and/or firmware.
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By providing the firewall, a network separation between
the internal network are and the external network area is
achieved on the construction vehicle. The internal and the
external network areas are clearly and unambiguously sepa-
rated by the firewall. The firewall may protect the internal
network area of the construction vehicle from unwanted
network access from the external network area.

Based on the network separation, for example, particu-
larly safety-critical functions of the construction vehicle and
functions to which no external access is required may be
implemented in the internal network area, while non-safely-
critical functions and equipment for data communication
with external networks, devices or storage media may be
provided in the external network area.

Since the firewall has its own processor and operating
system, there is an independent security level between the
external and internal network areas. This is advantageous in
comparison with protective mechanisms implemented on
the computing unit for controlling the construction vehicle,
since unsafe data may be blocked before they reach the
internal network area, in particular a network interface of the
computing unit. In order to be filtered, data do not have to
enter the computing unit first, which could endanger the
computing unit.

The internal network area and the external network area
may be at least partially designed as Ethernet networks. It
would also be conceivable that at least parts of the internal
network area and/or parts of the external network area are
implemented via wireless connections, for example via
WLAN.

The external network area may be connected to an input
of the firewall. This ensures that data from the external
network area must first pass through the firewall before they
enter the internal network area.

An output of the firewall may be connected to a network
interface of the computing unit. Data from the external
network area checked by the firewall may then be trans-
ferred directly to the computing unit for further processing.

It would also be conceivable that the firewall output is
connected to a switch that is part of the internal network
area. The switch may then forward the data from the external
network area in a suitable way to corresponding components
of' the internal network area. In particular, the switch may be
connected to a network interface of the computing unit and
thus forward data from the external network area to the
computing unit.

An internal construction vehicle network, which is part of
the internal network area, may also be connected to the
switch. The individual parts of the internal network area may
be merged via the switch before being connected to the
computing unit. This saves network interfaces at the com-
puting unit. For example, a single network interface at the
computing unit, especially one connected to the switch, may
be sufficient.

The internal network area of the construction vehicle may
include a machine controller of the construction vehicle. The
machine controller as a particularly safety-critical element
of the construction vehicle is thus protected by the firewall.
In particular, the machine controller may be implemented at
least partially on the computing unit.

For example, the external network area of the construction
vehicle may comprise an interface for data communication
with an external storage medium, an interface for data
communication with an external device, an interface for data
communication with an external network and/or an interface
for wireless data communication. These interfaces may
allow data to be supplied to the construction vehicle from
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outside. Since the interfaces are provided in the external
network area, the internal network area is protected by the
firewall against harmful data, such as computer viruses or
the like, introduced via these interfaces.

Efficiently, the firewall may be formed on a circuit board
of the computing unit. It should be noted that the firewall
nevertheless has its own processor and operating system and
is only located on the circuit board of the computing unit for
better use of installation space and more efficient manufac-
ture. Alternatively, it would also be conceivable to connect
the firewall as a physically external device.

A software of the firewall may be updated independently
of the computing unit. Such an update may, for example,
take place via an interface provided directly on the firewall
or in the external network area. An independent update of
the software of the firewall may be carried out quickly due
to the small amount of data. In addition, there is no need for
time-consuming testing on the computing unit.

The computing unit may in particular be a central com-
puter of the construction vehicle.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the following, the disclosure shall be explained in more
detail by way of embodiments with reference to the figures,
of which

FIG. 1 shows a construction vehicle designed as a road
finisher according to an embodiment;

FIG. 2 shows a construction vehicle designed as a feeder
vehicle for a road finisher according to an embodiment; and

FIG. 3 shows a network diagram of a construction vehicle
represented as a block diagram according to an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The construction vehicle 1 according to the disclosure
may be designed as a road finisher or as a feeder vehicle.
FIG. 1 shows a schematic view of a construction vehicle 1
designed as a road finisher. The road finisher comprises a
material hopper 3 for receiving paving material, which
hopper is located at the front in relation to a paving drive
direction F. During a paving operation, the paving material
is conveyed in the opposite direction to the paving drive
direction F into a rear area of the road finisher, where it is
presented to a paving screed 6 for compaction, which screed
is towed behind the road finisher on tow bars 5. The paving
screed 6 is equipped with compacting units, such as a
vibratory drive and a tamper bar, for compacting the paving
material. On an operating platform 7 of the road finisher,
operating devices 9 are arranged enabling an operator to
control machine functions of the road finisher, such as a
drive 10 or the compaction units.

FIG. 2 shows a version of the construction vehicle 1
according to the disclosure as a feeder vehicle for a road
finisher. The feeder vehicle is designed to supply a road
paver with paving material by filling the material hopper 3
of the road finisher. This may be done, in particular, during
a paving drive by the feeder vehicle moving in front of the
road finisher while it is filling the material hopper 3 thereof.
The feeder vehicle comprises a receiving hopper 11 at the
front with respect to a feeder drive direction B for receiving
paving material, e.g., paving material from a delivery truck.
The paving material is conveyed against the feeder drive
direction B into a rear area of the feeder vehicle, from where
it is transferred using a conveyor 13 of the feeder vehicle
into the material hopper 3 of the road finisher driving behind
the feeder vehicle. Operating devices 17 are provided on an
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operating platform 15 of the feeder vehicle, with which an
operator may control machine functions of the feeder
vehicle, for example a drive 18.

The construction vehicle 1, both in its design as a road
finisher and in its design as a feeder vehicle, comprises a
computing unit 19 for controlling the operation of the
construction vehicle 1. In the illustrated embodiment, the
computing unit 19 is designed as the central computer of the
construction vehicle 1. The computing unit 19 may be
connected to the operating devices 9, 17 on the operating
platform 7, 15 of the construction vehicle 1 in order to
receive user instructions. The computing unit 19 may be part
of'a machine control system of the construction vehicle 1 for
controlling and/or regulating individual working compo-
nents of the construction vehicle 1. In the case of a road
finisher, the computing unit 19 may, for example, control the
drive 10, material conveying devices of the road finisher and
compaction units of the paving screed 6. In the case of a
feeder vehicle, the computing unit 19 may control, for
example, the drive 18 and the operation of the conveyor 13.

In order to better coordinate and network individual
components and functions of the construction vehicle 1 with
one another and, if necessary, to permit the use of externally
obtained data, the computing unit 19 is integrated into a
network system of the construction machine 1. FIG. 3 shows
as a schematic block diagram a structure of the network
architecture of the construction vehicle 1. The network of
the construction vehicle 1 comprises an internal network
area 21, which also includes the computing unit 19. In the
embodiment shown, the internal network area 21 also com-
prises an internal construction vehicle network 23, which
may have a large number of network participants. For
example, sensor devices 25 of the construction vehicle 1
could be part of the internal construction vehicle network 23.
Decentralized control devices 27 could also be part of the
internal construction vehicle network 23 for mutual coordi-
nation and/or for providing data for the operator or for
operational data acquisition. It would also be conceivable
that, for example, data storage devices 29 of the construction
vehicle 1 are part of the internal construction vehicle net-
work 23, in order, for example, to be able to centrally store
data collected by the construction vehicle 1 or to provide
data for the operation of the construction vehicle 1 or for
inspection by an operator. The internal construction vehicle
network 23 may be connected to a network interface 35 of
the computing unit 19 via a switch 33, as shown in FIG. 3
by the network connections 31. Alternatively, it would also
be conceivable that the internal construction vehicle network
23 is directly connected to a network interface 39 of the
computing unit 19 via a network connection 37 shown
dashed in FIG. 3.

The internal network area 21 of the construction vehicle
1 may comprise network participants that do not necessarily
have to be supplied directly with data supplied from outside
the construction vehicle 1. The internal network area 21 may
be self-contained and thus represent a safe network area 21
in itself. It is particularly advantageous when safety-critical
system areas, such as the computing unit 19, are provided in
the internal network area 21.

Moreover, the construction vehicle 1 comprises an exter-
nal network area 41 which is separate from the internal
network area 21. The external network area 41 primarily
comprises network participants that are intended for data
communication with external systems or that operate such
data communication. For example, the external network area
41 may comprise an interface 43 for data communication
with an external storage medium, for example a USB stick,
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a hard disk, an IC card or the like, an interface 45 for data
communication with an external device, for example a tablet
or smartphone or another input device, an interface 47 for
connection to an external network area, in particular an
external construction site network or the internet, and/or an
interface 49 for wireless data communication, for example a
WLAN module. The corresponding network participants 43,
45, 47, 49 of the external network area 41 may in particular
each have their own control. The individual network par-
ticipants 43, 45, 47, 49 of the external network area 41 may
optionally be connected to each other via a switch 51 of the
external network area 41.

As shown in FIG. 3, the internal network area 21 and the
external network area 41, which otherwise exist as separate
network areas, are interconnected via a firewall 53. The
firewall 53 is configured to monitor data communication
from the external network area 41 of the construction
vehicle 1 to the internal network area 21 of the construction
vehicle 1. The firewall 53 is designed as a hardware firewall
and has its own processor 55 and a memory unit 57 for
storing program instructions and its own firewall 53 oper-
ating system. In particular, the memory unit 57 may store
software and/or firmware of the firewall 53. In order to save
installation space and simplify manufacture, the firewall 53
may be designed on a circuit board of the computing unit 19.
It should be noted, however, that the firewall 53 nevertheless
runs independently of the system of the computing unit 19.
The firewall 53 may comprise software stored on the
memory unit 57 with data monitoring rules to filter suspi-
cious data packets during communication from the external
network area 41 to the internal network area 21 and thus
protect the internal network area 21 from unwanted network
access.

The external network area 41 is, in the embodiment
shown, connected via the switch 51 of the external network
area 41 to an interface of the firewall 53 designed as input
59 of the firewall 53. Via an interface of the firewall 53
designed as output 61 of the firewall 53, data sent from the
external network area 41 are forwarded to the internal
network area after being checked and, if necessary, filtered
by the firewall 53.

It is particularly preferred when the output 61 of the
firewall 53 is connected to the switch 33 of the internal
network area 21. In this way, the internal construction
vehicle network 23 and the external network area 41 (after
passing through the firewall 53) may be merged and then
connected to the computing unit 19 via a single network
interface 35 of the computing unit 19. This may save
network interfaces 35, 39 on the computing unit 19.

Alternatively, however, it would also be conceivable to
connect the output 61 of the firewall 53 directly to a network
interface 35 of the computing unit 19 (shown with dotted
lines in FIG. 3).

The software of the firewall 53 may be configured to be
updated independently of the computing unit 19. For
example, updated software for the firewall 53 may be
supplied via one of the interfaces 43, 45, 47, 49 of the
external network area 41.

What is claimed is:
1. A construction vehicle which is a road finisher or a
feeder vehicle for a road finisher, comprising:
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a drive for providing a drive function of the construction

vehicle;

an internal network area of the construction vehicle, the

internal network area comprising a computing unit for
controlling an operation of the construction vehicle;
an external network area of the construction vehicle, the
external network area being in data communication
connection with the internal network area; and
a firewall configured to monitor data communication from
the external network area of the construction vehicle to
the internal network area of the construction vehicle,
wherein the firewall has its own processor and its own
operating system, and wherein the firewall is formed on
a circuit board of the computing unit;

wherein the external network area of the construction
vehicle comprises an interface for data communication
with an external storage medium, an interface for data
communication with an external device, an interface
for data communication with an external network and/
or an interface for wireless data communication.

2. The construction vehicle according to claim 1, wherein
the external network area is connected to an input of the
firewall.

3. The construction vehicle according to claim 1, wherein
an output of the firewall is connected to a network interface
of the computing unit.

4. The construction vehicle according to claim 1, wherein
an output of the firewall is connected to a switch which is
part of the internal network area and which is connected to
a network interface of the computing unit.

5. The construction vehicle according to claim 4, wherein
the internal network area comprises an internal construction
vehicle network that is connected to the switch.

6. The construction vehicle according to claim 1, wherein
the internal network area of the construction vehicle com-
prises a machine controller.

7. The construction vehicle according to claim 1, wherein
the firewall is formed on a circuit board of the computing
unit.

8. The construction vehicle according to claim 1, wherein
software of the firewall is configured to be updated inde-
pendently of the computing unit.

9. The construction vehicle according to claim 1, wherein
the computing unit is designed as a central computer of the
construction vehicle.

10. A construction vehicle which is a road finisher or a
feeder vehicle for a road finisher, comprising:

a drive for providing a drive function of the construction

vehicle;

an internal network area of the construction vehicle, the

internal network area comprising a computing unit for
controlling an operation of the construction vehicle;
an external network area of the construction vehicle, the
external network area being in data communication
connection with the internal network area; and

a firewall configured to monitor data communication from

the external network area of the construction vehicle to
the internal network area of the construction vehicle,
wherein the firewall has its own processor and its own
operating system, and wherein the firewall is formed on
a circuit board of the computing unit.
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