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1
DEVICE-TO-DEVICE WIRELESS
COMMUNICATION METHOD AND USER
EQUIPMENT

BACKGROUND
Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to the field of wireless
communication, and in particular, to device-to-device (D2D)
wireless communication methods and user equipments
(UEs) therefor.

Description of the Related Art

Device-to-device (D2D) wireless communication is a new
topic in 3GPP (3rd Generation Partnership Project) LTE
(Long Term Evolution) Release 12. D2D communication
could happen with wireless network coverage (e.g., for
commercial case) or without network coverage (e.g., for
public safety). FIG. 1 illustrates exemplary D2D communi-
cations with and without wireless network coverage. On the
left side of FIG. 1, UE 101 and UE 102 are within the
wireless network coverage of eNB (eNode B) 103, but they
are communicating with each other directly (i.e., not through
eNB 103). On the right side of FIG. 1, UE 104 and UE 105
are not within any wireless network coverage, and they are
communicating with each other directly.

When UEs with D2D communication capability (D2D
UEs) are with wireless network coverage, i.e., in LTE Wide
Area Network (WAN), D2D UEs may operate with LTE
WAN and D2D simultaneously, which means that in some
radio resources/subframes, D2D UEs transmit/receive LTE
WAN signals, but in other radio resources/subframes, D2D
UEs transmit/receive D2D signals. Currently, from resource
allocation point of view, D2D UEs can operate in one of the
following two modes (refer to LTE Rel. 12) for D2D
communication:

Mode 1: eNodeB or LTE rel-10 relay node schedules the
exact resources used by a UE to transmit direct data and
direct control information;

Mode 2: a UE on its own selects resources from resource
pools to transmit direct data and direct control infor-
mation.

In mode 1, the resources of D2D transmission are allo-

cated or fully controlled by an eNB, but in mode 2, the UE
itself selects the resources for D2D transmission.

BRIEF SUMMARY

In one general aspect, the techniques disclosed here
feature a device-to-device (D2D) wireless communication
method performed by a user equipment (UE), including:
continuing D2D transmission by using a resource from a
transmission resource pool allocated for mode 2 operation
when switching from mode 1 operation to mode 2 operation.

It should be noted that general or specific embodiments
may be implemented as a system, a method, an integrated
circuit, a computer program, a storage medium, or any
selective combination thereof.

Additional benefits and advantages of the disclosed
embodiments will become apparent from the specification
and drawings. The benefits and/or advantages may be indi-
vidually obtained by the various embodiments and features
of the specification and drawings, which need not all be
provided in order to obtain one or more of such benefits
and/or advantages.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates exemplary D2D communications with
and without wireless network coverage;

FIG. 2 illustrates a flowchart of a D2D wireless commu-
nication method according to a first embodiment of the
present disclosure;

FIG. 3 illustrates a schematic diagram of the UE switch-
ing from mode 1 operation to mode 2 operation to receive
PD2DSCH from another UE;

FIG. 4 illustrates a schematic diagram in which the UE
switching from mode 1 operation to mode 2 operation
receives resource pool indications from both the PD2DSCH
and the SIB;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating a UE according to
the first embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 illustrates a flowchart of a D2D wireless commu-
nication method according to a second embodiment of the
present disclosure; and

FIG. 7 is a block diagram illustrating a UE according to
the second embodiment of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description, reference is made to
the accompanying drawings, which form a part thereof. In
the drawings, similar symbols typically identify similar
components, unless context dictates otherwise. It will be
readily understood that the aspects of the present disclosure
can be arranged, substituted, combined, and designed in a
wide variety of different configurations, all of which are
explicitly contemplated and made part of this disclosure.

First Embodiment

As described in the above, a UE can perform D2D
communication in mode 1 or mode 2. In some cases, the UE
may need to switch from mode 1 operation to mode 2
operation. For example, the UE operating in mode 1 may
need to carry out mode 2 transmission to keep continuous
D2D operation in some exceptional cases in which the UE
cannot operate in mode 1 temporarily. In other words, the
switching from mode 1 operation to mode 2 operation can be
triggered by an exceptional case in which the UE cannot
operate in mode 1 temporarily. The candidate conditions to
trigger such exceptional mode 2 transmission can for
example be that
the grant for ProSe communication is not received within
a period after sending ProSe-BSR, or

the grant for ProSe-BSR is not received within a period
after initiation of resource request for ProSe commu-
nication.

When a UE switches from mode 1 operation to mode 2
operation, what resource the UE would use and how the UE
determines the resource for mode 2 operation become
important issues, especially in an exceptional case. In a first
embodiment of the present disclosure, it is provided that the
UE continues D2D transmission by using a resource from a
transmission resource pool allocated for mode 2 operation
when switching from mode 1 operation to mode 2 operation.
In the embodiment, the eNB will not allocate special mode
2 resources for the switching, for example, will not allocate
exceptional mode 2 resources; rather the UE uses a resource
from a normal mode 2 transmission resource pool, i.e.,
transmission resource pool allocated for mode 2 operation.
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In particular, the first embodiment provides a D2D wire-
less communication method 200 performed by a UE as
shown in FIG. 2 which illustrates a flowchart of the D2D
wireless communication method 200 according to the first
embodiment of the present disclosure. The method 200
includes a step 201 of continuing D2D transmission by using
a resource from a transmission resource pool allocated for
mode 2 operation when switching from mode 1 operation to
mode 2 operation.

In the first embodiment, the transmission resource pool
allocated for mode 2 operation, i.e., a normal mode 2
transmission resource pool which is not specific to the mode
switching, is used to continue D2D communication when
the UE switches from mode 1 to mode 2. Since no special
resource is allocated for the switching and the normal mode
2 transmission resource pool is reused, the embodiment of
the present disclosure saves sources, and potentially saves
the signaling overhead for allocating the special switching
resource.

In an example of the first embodiment, the transmission
resource pool can be indicated in a physical device-to-device
shared channel (PD2DSCH) transmitted by one or more
other UE(s). PD2DSCH is a D2D channel which was agreed
in 3GPP RANI1 (refer to LTE Rel. 12) and used for in-
coverage UEs to forward some synchronization/timing and
resource pool/power control parameters to OOC UEs. The
intention is to protect LTE WAN traffic and in-coverage
model/2 transmissions. In the present disclosure, the UE
switching from mode 1 operation to mode 2 operation can
also receive PD2DSCH transmitted from one or more other
UE(s), though it may be within the wireless network cov-
erage, in order to get knowledge of the transmission resource
pool for mode 2 operation. FIG. 3 illustrates a schematic
diagram of the UE switching from mode 1 operation to mode
2 operation to receive PD2DSCH from another UE. In FIG.
3, UE 301 is the UE switching from mode 1 operation to
mode 2, and UE 302 is the UE which forwards PD2DSCH.
It can be seen that UE 301 is within the PD2DSCH coverage
of UE 302, and thus UE 301 can receive PD2DSCH trans-
mitted from UE 302. Specifically, if the PD2DSCH is
transmitted by multiple UEs, soft combining can be used to
receive the PD2DSCH. According to this example, the
transmission resource pool for normal mode 2 operation can
be indicated to the UE switching from mode 1 operation to
mode 2 operation without additional signaling overhead.

In other examples, the transmission resource pool can also
be indicated by a dedicated RRC signaling transmitted by an
eNB, a SIB transmitted by an eNB, or pre-configuration. In
particular, sometimes, the UE switching from mode 1 opera-
tion to mode 2 operation may be able to obtain more than
one resource pool indication. In this case, according to an
example, the dedicated RRC signaling, the SIB, the
PD2DSCH and the pre-configuration are in descending
order in priority when determining the transmission resource
pool. In other words, the priority of the dedicated RRC
signaling is higher than the SIB, the priority of the SIB is
higher than the PD2DSCH, and the priority of the
PD2DSCH is higher than the pre-configuration. In conclu-
sion, in this example, the transmission resource pool can be
indicated by a dedicated RRC signaling transmitted by an
eNB, a SIB transmitted by an eNB, a PD2DSCH transmitted
by other UE(s), and/or pre-configuration, and the dedicated
RRC signaling, the SIB, the PD2DSCH and the pre-con-
figuration are in descending order in priority when deter-
mining the transmission resource pool. FIG. 4 illustrates a
schematic diagram in which the UE 401 switching from
mode 1 operation to mode 2 operation receives resource
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pool indications from both the PD2DSCH and the SIB. In
this case, the UE 401 will select the resource pool indicated
in the SIB since the priority of the SIB is higher than the
PD2DSCH. Accordingly, at the receiving side, any receiving
UE can receive D2D signals in a union of indicated or
pre-configured D2D receiving resource pool(s), wherein the
indicated D2D receiving resource pool(s) can be a receiving
resource pool indicated by the RRC signaling transmitted by
an eNB, a receiving resource pool indicated by the SIB
transmitted by an eNB, and/or a receiving resource pool
indicated by the PD2DSCH transmitted by other UE(s).
Herein, the D2D receiving resource pool refers to a resource
pool for receiving D2D signals. It is noted that if only one
receiving resource pool is indicated or pre-configured, the
union of it is the one receiving resource pool itself.

In the first embodiment, a UE for D2D wireless commu-
nication is also provided. FIG. 5 is a block diagram illus-
trating a UE 500 according to the first embodiment of the
present disclosure. UE 500 includes an operation switching
unit 501. The operation switching unit 501 can be configured
to continue D2D transmission by using a resource from a
transmission resource pool allocated for mode 2 operation
when switching from mode 1 operation to mode 2 operation.

The UE 500 according to the present disclosure may
optionally include a CPU (Central Processing Unit) 510 for
executing related programs to process various data and
control operations of respective units in the UE 500, a ROM
(Read Only Memory) 513 for storing various programs
required for performing various process and control by the
CPU 510, a RAM (Random Access Memory) 515 for storing
intermediate data temporarily produced in the procedure of
process and control by the CPU 510, and/or a storage unit
517 for storing various programs, data and so on. The above
operation switching unit 501, CPU 510, ROM 513, RAM
515 and/or storage unit 517, etc., may be interconnected via
data and/or command bus 520 and transfer signals between
one another.

Respective units as described above do not limit the scope
of the present disclosure. According to one implementation
of the disclosure, the functions of the above operation
switching unit 501 may be implemented by hardware, and
the above CPU 510, ROM 513, RAM 515 and/or storage
unit 517 may not be necessary. Alternatively, the functions
of the above operation switching unit 501 may also be
implemented by functional software in combination with the
above CPU 510, ROM 513, RAM 515 and/or storage unit
517, etc.

Second Embodiment

In the second embodiment of the present disclosure, the
priority rule on mode 2 resource selection mentioned in the
first embodiment can be extended to any mode 2 operation,
and it is not limited to the switching from mode 1 to mode
2, and especially, not limited to the exceptional case men-
tioned in the first embodiment.

In particular, the second embodiment provides a D2D
wireless communication method 600 performed by a UE as
shown in FIG. 6 which illustrates a flowchart of the D2D
wireless communication method 600 according to the sec-
ond embodiment of the present disclosure. The method 600
includes a step 601 of performing D2D transmission by
using a resource from a transmission resource pool allocated
for mode 2 operation. In the second embodiment, the
transmission resource pool is indicated by a dedicated RRC
signaling transmitted by an eNode B (eNB), a system
information block (SIB) transmitted by an eNB, a physical
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device-to-device shared channel (PD2DSCH) transmitted by
other UE(s), and/or pre-configuration, and the dedicated
RRC signaling, the SIB, the PD2DSCH and the pre-con-
figuration are in descending order in priority when deter-
mining the transmission resource pool. It is noted that
related descriptions in the first embodiment can also be
applied to the second embodiment, which are not described
repeatedly here.

In particular, for mode 2 UEs with RRC_CONNECTED
status, the following priority rule can be applied: Dedicated
RRC  signaling indicated>SIB  indicated>PD2DSCH
indicated>Preconfigured. For mode 2 UEs with RRC_IDLE
status, the following priority rule can be applied: SIB
indicated>PD2DSCH indicated>Preconfigured. For OOC
UEs which are close to an LTE WAN cell and can receive
PD2DSCH information, the following priority rule can be
applied: PD2DSCH indicated>Preconfigured.

In the second embodiment, a UE for D2D wireless
communication is also provided. FIG. 7 is a block diagram
illustrating a UE 700 according to the second embodiment of
the present disclosure. UE 700 includes a communication
unit 701. The communication unit 701 can be configured to
perform D2D transmission by using a resource from a
transmission resource pool allocated for mode 2 operation,
wherein the transmission resource pool is indicated by a
dedicated RRC signaling transmitted by an eNode B (eNB),
a system information block (SIB) transmitted by an eNB, a
physical device-to-device shared channel (PD2DSCH)
transmitted by other UE(s), and/or pre-configuration, and the
dedicated RRC signaling, the SIB, the PD2DSCH and the
pre-configuration are in descending order in priority when
determining the transmission resource pool.

The UE 700 according to the present disclosure may
optionally include a CPU (Central Processing Unit) 710 for
executing related programs to process various data and
control operations of respective units in the UE 700, a ROM
(Read Only Memory) 713 for storing various programs
required for performing various process and control by the
CPU 710, a RAM (Random Access Memory) 715 for storing
intermediate data temporarily produced in the procedure of
process and control by the CPU 710, and/or a storage unit
717 for storing various programs, data and so on. The above
communication unit 701, CPU 710, ROM 713, RAM 715
and/or storage unit 717, etc., may be interconnected via data
and/or command bus 720 and transfer signals between one
another.

Respective units as described above do not limit the scope
of the present disclosure. According to one implementation
of the disclosure, the functions of the above communication
unit 701 may be implemented by hardware, and the above
CPU 710, ROM 713, RAM 715 and/or storage unit 717 may
not be necessary. Alternatively, the functions of the above
communication unit 701 may also be implemented by func-
tional software in combination with the above CPU 710,
ROM 713, RAM 715 and/or storage unit 717, etc.

Accordingly, at the receiving side, there are provided a
device-to-device (D2D) wireless communication method
performed by a user equipment (UE) and a corresponding
UE. The communication method includes receiving D2D
signals in a union of indicated or pre-configured D2D
receiving resource pool(s). The UE includes a communica-
tion unit configured to receive D2D signals in a union of
indicated or pre-configured D2D receiving resource pool(s).
Here, the indicated D2D receiving resource pool(s) are a
receiving resource pool indicated by a dedicated radio
resource control (RRC) signaling transmitted by an eNode B
(eNB), a receiving resource pool indicated by a system
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6

information block (SIB) transmitted by an eNB, and/or a
receiving resource pool indicated by a physical device-to-
device shared channel (PD2DSCH) transmitted by other
UE(s). It is noted that the above descriptions concerning the
communication method 600 and the UE 700 can also be
applied here unless the context indicates otherwise.

The present disclosure can be realized by software, hard-
ware, or software in cooperation with hardware. Each func-
tional block used in the description of each embodiment
described above can be realized by an LSI as an integrated
circuit. They may be individually formed as chips, or one
chip may be formed so as to include a part or all of the
functional blocks. The LSI here may be referred to as an IC,
a system LSI, a super LSI, or an ultra LSI depending on a
difference in the degree of integration. However, the tech-
nique of implementing an integrated circuit is not limited to
the LSI and may be realized by using a dedicated circuit or
a general-purpose processor. In addition, an FPGA (Field
Programmable Gate Array) that can be programmed after the
manufacture of the LSI or a reconfigurable processor in
which the connections and the settings of circuit cells
disposed inside the L.SI can be reconfigured may be used.
Further, the calculation of each functional block can be
performed by using calculating means, for example, includ-
ing a DSP or a CPU, and the processing step of each function
may be recorded on a recording medium as a program for
execution. Furthermore, when a technology for implement-
ing an integrated circuit that substitutes the L.SI appears in
accordance with the advancement of the semiconductor
technology or other derivative technologies, it is apparent
that the functional block may be integrated by using such
technologies.

It is noted that the present disclosure intends to be
variously changed or modified by those skilled in the art
based on the description presented in the specification and
known technologies without departing from the content and
the scope of the present disclosure, and such changes and
applications fall within the scope that claimed to be pro-
tected. Furthermore, in a range not departing from the
content of the disclosure, the constituent elements of the
above-described embodiments may be arbitrarily combined.

The invention claimed is:

1. A communication apparatus comprising:

a receiver, which in operation, receives from a base
station information of a first resource pool being indi-
cated by a dedicated Radio Resource Control (RRC)
signaling and information of a second resource pool
being indicated by a System Information Block (SIB);
and

a transmitter, which in operation, transmits a device to
device (D2D) signal using the first resource pool or the
second resource pool,

wherein the first resource pool is utilized among the first
resource pool, the second resource pool and a precon-
figured resource pool in a case that the first resource
pool and the second resource pool are indicated in an
RRC_CONNECTED state, and the second resource
pool is utilized among the second resource pool and the
preconfigured resource pool in a case that the second
resource pool is indicated in an RRC IDLE state.

2. The communication apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein a transmission of the D2D signal is in a non-
exceptional case.

3. The communication apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the second resource pool is used when the commu-
nication apparatus switches from mode 1 to mode 2, the
mode 1 being a transmission mode in which an eNode B
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schedules resources for D2D communication and the mode
2 being a transmission mode in which the communication
apparatus autonomously schedules resources for the D2D
communication.
4. The communication apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein each of the first resource pool and the second
resource pool includes a plurality of resources, and the D2D
signal is mapped to one of the plurality of resources.
5. A communication method comprising:
receiving from a base station information of a first
resource pool being indicated by a dedicated Radio
Resource Control (RRC) signaling and information of
a second resource pool being indicated by a System
Information Block (SIB); and

transmitting a device to device (D2D) signal using the
first resource pool or the second resource pool,

wherein the first resource pool is utilized among the first
resource pool, the second resource pool and a precon-
figured resource pool in a case that the first resource
pool and the second resource pool are indicated in an
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RRC_CONNECTED state, and the second resource
pool is utilized among the second resource pool and the
preconfigured resource pool in a case that the second
resource pool is indicated in an RRC IDLE state.

6. The communication method according to claim 5,
wherein a transmission of the D2D signal is in a non-
exceptional case.

7. The communication method according to claim 5,
wherein the second resource pool is used when a commu-
nication apparatus switches from mode 1 to mode 2, the
mode 1 being a transmission mode in which a base station
schedules resources for D2D communication and the mode
2 being a transmission mode in which the communication
apparatus autonomously schedules resources for the D2D
communication.

8. The communication method according to claim 5,
wherein each of the first resource pool and the second
resource pool includes a plurality of resources, and the D2D
signal is transmitted in one of the plurality of resources.
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