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U.S. Pat. No. 10,100,213, entitled “Metal Nanowire Inks for
the Formation of Transparent Conductive Films with Fused
Networks,” which is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 14/848,697 filed on Sep. 9, 2015 to Li et al,,
now U.S. Pat. No. 9,447,301, entitled “Metal Nanowire Inks
for the Formation of Transparent Conductive Films with
Fused Networks”, which is a continuation of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 14/464,332 filed on Aug. 20, 2014 to Li
et al., now U.S. Pat. No. 9,150,746, entitled “Metal Nanow-
ire Inks for the Formation of Transparent Conductive Films
With Fused Networks,” which is a continuation of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 14/448,504 filed on Jul. 31, 2014
to Li et al., now U.S. Pat. No. 9,183,968, entitled “Metal
Nanowire Inks for the Formation of Transparent Conductive
Films with Fused Networks,” incorporated herein by refer-
ence.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to inks comprising metal nanowires
suitable for forming transparent conductive films, especially
films forming fused nanostructured metal networks. The
invention further relates to structures formed with the inks
and processes to make and use the inks.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Functional films can provide important functions in a
range of contexts. For example, electrically conductive films
can be important for the dissipation of static electricity when
static can be undesirable or dangerous. Optical films can be
used to provide various functions, such as polarization,
anti-reflection, phase shifting, brightness enhancement or
other functions. High quality displays can comprise one or
more optical coatings.

Transparent conductors can be used for several optoelec-
tronic applications including, for example, touch-screens,
liquid crystal displays (LCD), flat panel display, organic
light emitting diode (OLED), solar cells and smart windows.
Historically, indium tin oxide (ITO) has been the material of
choice due to its relatively high transparency at high con-
ductivities. There are however several shortcomings with
ITO. For example, ITO is a brittle ceramic which needs to
be deposited using sputtering, a fabrication process that
involves high temperatures and vacuum and therefore is
relatively slow and not cost effective. Additionally, ITO is
known to crack easily on flexible substrates.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In a first aspect, the invention pertains to a metal nanowire
ink comprising from about 0.001 wt % to about 4 wt % metal
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nanowires, from about 0.05 wt % to about 5 wt % hydro-
philic polymer binder, and from about 0.0001 to about 0.5 wt
% metal ions.

In another aspect, the invention pertains to a metal nanow-
ire ink comprising from about 0.001 wt % to about 4 wt %
metal nanowires, from about 0.0001 to about 0.5 wt % metal
ions and from about 20 wt % to about 60 wt % liquid alcohol
in an aqueous solution at a pH from about 5.5 to about 7.5
pH units.

In a further aspect, the invention pertains to a transparent
conductive film comprising fused metal nanostructured net-
work and a polymeric polyol, in which the film comprises
from about 40 wt % to about 600 wt % polymeric polyol
relative to the metal weight.

In an additional aspect, the invention pertains to a method
for forming a transparent conductive network, the method
comprising depositing a fusing metal nanowire ink onto a
substrate surface and drying the metal nanowire ink to form
a transparent conductive film. The metal nanowire ink can
comprise from about 0.001 wt % to about 4 wt % metal
nanowires, from about 0.05 wt % to about 5 wt % hydro-
philic polymer binder, and from about 0.0001 to about 0.5 wt
% metal ions. The transparent conductive film formed after
the drying step can comprise fused metal nanowires in the
form of a fused metal nanostructured network, the transpar-
ent conductive film having a sheet resistance no more than
about 250 ohms/sq.

In other aspects, the invention pertains to a transparent
conductive film comprising a sparse metal conductive ele-
ment having a sheet resistance from about 45 ohms/sq to
about 250 ohms/sq and a haze no more than about 0.8%, or
a sheet resistance from about 30 ohms/sq to about 45
ohms/sq and a haze from about 0.7% to about 1.2%.

Moreover, the invention can pertain to a method for
sintering an as deposited metal nanowire ink with metal
ions, the method comprising drying a metal nanowire film at
a temperature from about 60° C. to about 99° C. at a relative
humidity of at least about 40% for at least about 1 minute.
In some embodiments, the metal nanowire film is formed
through the deposition of a metal nanowire ink comprising
from about 0.001 wt % to about 4 wt % metal nanowires,
from about 0.05 wt % to about 5 wt % hydrophilic polymer
binder, and from about 0.0002 to about 0.5 wt % metal ions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing fused metal
network along the substrate surface forming a conductive
pattern with a single pathway.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram showing fused metal
nanostructured films along the substrate surface forming a
conductive pattern with a plurality of electrically conductive
pathways.

FIG. 3 is a side view of the substrate and fused films of
FIG. 2 taken along arrow 3 in which a polymer overcoat is
placed over the electrically conductive film.

FIG. 4 is a side view of an alternative embodiment of a
substrate and fused films in which electrically conductive
metal leads are patterned under an overcoat.

FIG. 5 is a top view of a patterned film with metal traces
and a polymer overcoat configured for incorporation into a
touch screen or other sensor device.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram showing the process flow
for placement of conductive metal traces in contact with a
patterned film and the deposition of a polymer overcoat over
the metal traces and patterned film.
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FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram showing a capacitance
based touch sensor.

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram showing a resistance based
touch sensor.

FIG. 9 is a photograph of nine different ink systems after
being stored for two weeks without mixing.

FIG. 10 is a graph of the sheet resistance of four samples
dried under different conditions prior to the application of an
overcoat.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Stable metal nanowire inks provide for the formation of
transparent conductive films with excellent optical proper-
ties and low sheet resistance in which sparse metal conduc-
tive layers generally comprise fused nanostructured metal
networks with a polymer binder that are formed under
controlled conditions. The inks generally comprise a disper-
sion of metal nanowires, metal ions as a fusing agent, and a
polymer binder in an aqueous system. In some embodi-
ments, the ink comprises an alcohol, which can lend desir-
able properties to the ink and/or processing into a film. In
some embodiments, the stable inks have a pH toward a
neutral value, as described further below, which is conve-
nient for processing, and effective stable fusing metal
nanowire inks can be formed with no added acid. The inks
can be stable with respect to avoiding settling for significant
periods of time to provide for convenient processing under
commercially reasonable circumstances. The resulting trans-
parent conductive films can have low sheet resistance along
with good optical properties, e.g., a high optical transpar-
ency and low haze, and very low values of haze have been
achieved with reasonably low values of sheet resistance. The
transparent conductive films can be patterned through print-
ing into a desired pattern and/or by etching a film to form a
desired pattern. The transparent conductive films can be
incorporated into a range of products such as touch sensors
or photovoltaic devices.

Silver nanowire based films have entered commercial use
for the formation of transparent conductive electrodes or the
like. The metal in the nanowires is inherently electrically
conductive, but in structures formed with the metal nanow-
ires electrical resistance can arise from insufficient contact
between wires to provide for longer distance electrical
conduction. Efforts to improve electrical conductivity for
metal nanowire films can be based on improving the prop-
erties of the nanowires along with improving the contact at
junctions between adjacent metal nanowires. It has been
discovered that fusing of adjacent metal nanowires to form
a fused nanostructured metal network can be a flexible and
effective approach to form transparent conductive films with
desirable properties.

As noted above, sparse metal conductive layers can be
effectively formed from metal nanowires. In embodiments
of particular interest, a metal nanostructured network can be
formed from fused metal nanowires with desirable results
with respect to forming transparent conductive films. Spe-
cifically, the fused metal nanostructured networks can be
formed with excellent electrical and optical qualities, which
can be patterned conveniently and can be combined with a
polymer binder to form an initially stabilized electrically
conductive film. The metal nanostructured networks formed
from fused metal nanowires provide desirable alternative to
other nanowire based transparent conductive film structures.

Metal nanowires can be formed from a range of metals,
and metal nanowires are available commercially. While
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metal nanowires are inherently electrically conducting, the
vast majority of resistance in the metal nanowires based
films is believed to be due to the incomplete junctions
between nanowires. Depending on processing conditions
and nanowire properties, the sheet resistance of a relatively
transparent nanowire film, as deposited without fusing, can
be very large, such as in the giga-ohm/sq range or even
higher, although analogous unfused films may not necessar-
ily be large. Various approaches have been proposed to
reduce the electrical resistance of the nanowire films without
destroying the optical transparency. Low temperature
chemical fusing to form a metal nanostructured network has
been found to be very effective at lowering the electrical
resistance while maintaining the optical transparency. Using
fused metal nanowire films provides for significant stabili-
zation of the conductive films and provides extremely desir-
able performance especially with less critical reliance on the
properties of the metal nanowires.

In particular, a significant advance with respect to achiev-
ing electrically conductive films based on metal nanowires
has been the discovery of well controllable processes to
form a fused metal network where adjacent sections of the
metal nanowires fuse. In particular, it was discovered in
previous work that halide ions can drive the fusing of metal
nanowires to form fused metal nanostructures. Fusing agents
comprising halide anions were introduced in various ways to
successfully achieve the fusing with a corresponding dra-
matic drop in the electrical resistance. Specifically, the
fusing of metal nanowires with halide anions has been
accomplished with vapors and/or solutions of acid halides as
well as with solutions of halide salts. Fusing of metal
nanowires with halide sources is described further in pub-
lished U.S. patent applications 2013/0341074 to Virkar et
al., entitled “Metal Nanowire Networks and Transparent
Conductive Material,” and 2013/0342221 to Virkar et al.
(the *221 application), entitled “Metal Nanostructured Net-
works and Transparent Conductive Material,” both of which
are incorporated herein by reference. The *221 application
describes effective patterning based on the selective delivery
of HCI vapors for forming high electrical conductivity
contrast patterns that are effectively invisible to an ordinary
observer under room lighting.

Metal halides formed along the surface of metal nanow-
ires are believed to increase the mobility/diffusivity of the
metal ions that result in fusing of points of contact or near
contact between nanowires to form the fused network.
Evidence suggests that a metal halide shell forms on the
resulting fused nanowire network when the halide fusing
agents are used. While not wanting to be limited by theory,
it is believed that the metal halide coating on the metal
nanowires results in mobilization of metal atoms/ions from
the nanowires such that the mobilized ions condense to form
joints between nearby nanowires forming the nanostructured
network and presumably lowering the free energy when
forming the fused network with a net movement of metal
atoms within the nanostructure.

An extension of the process for forming fused metal
nanowire networks was based on reduction/oxidation (re-
dox) reactions that can be provided to result in fused
nanowires without destroying the optical properties of the
resulting film. Without wanting to be limited by theory,
again the driving force would seem to be a lowering of free
energy through the migration of metal to junctions to form
a fused nanostructured network. Metal for deposition at the
junctions can be effectively added as a dissolved metal salt
or can be dissolved from the metal nanowires themselves.
The effective use of redox chemistry for fusing metal
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nanowires into a nanostructured network is described further
in U.S. patent application 2014/0238833 to Virkar et al. (the
’833 application), entitled “Fused Metal Nanostructured
Networks, Fusing Solutions with Reducing Agents and
Methods for Forming Metal Networks,” incorporated herein
by reference. The 833 application also described a single
solution approach for the formation of fused metal nano-
structured networks, and stable inks for single solution
deposition for forming fused metal nanostructured networks
with excellent performance are described herein.

A further approach for the fusing of the nanowires has
been described based on providing a high pH, i.e., alkaline,
fusing solution to a metal nanowire film. See, copending
U.S. patent application 2015/0144380 to Yang et al. (the
’380 application), entitled “Transparent Conductive Coat-
ings Based on Metal Nanowires and Polymer Binders,
Solution Processing Thereof, and Patterning Approaches,”
incorporated herein by reference. Generally, to achieve
effective fusing, the pH can be greater than about 9.5 pH
units. It is believed that the alkaline conditions effectively
mobilize metal ions along the surface of the metal nanow-
ires. The metal then selectively migrates to points of contact
or near contact between adjacent metal nanowires to fuse the
wires. Thus, the alkaline fusing provides another alternative
to the halide based fusing or the redox based fusing.

For some applications, it is desirable to pattern the elec-
trically conductive portions of the film to introduce desired
functionality, such as distinct regions of a touch sensor. Of
course, patterning can be performed simply by changing the
metal loading on the substrate surface either by printing
metal nanowires at selected locations with other locations
being effectively barren of metal or to etch or otherwise
ablate metal from selected locations to remove at least some
of the metal at the etched/ablated locations. Various mask-
ing, focused radiation, photolithographic techniques, com-
binations thereof or the like can be used to support the
patterning process.

In the single solution or one ink system, dissolved metal
ions can be provided as a metal source so that corresponding
inks without the metal ions generally are not observed to
result in fusing of the metal nanowires. For the one ink
systems, it has been found that keeping the pH between
about 1.5 pH units and 8 pH units or narrower ranges can be
desirable to limit metal mobility in the ink and improve
stability. At these pH values since moderate pH values do
not significantly mobilize the metal from the wires, fusing is
still observed with proper formulation of the inks based on
the metal ions added to the inks. In some embodiments,
suitable fusing metal nanowire inks can be formed with no
added acid, although some amounts of acid can still be
effectively used to form transparent conductive films. In
some processing contexts, it can be desirable also to avoid
low pH inks since the acid can be corrosive to some
processing equipment, so the less acidic inks can also be
desirable from a processing perspective. While for two ink
systems summarized above with a distinct fusing solution
added to an as deposited nanowire film, binder selection has
been diverse while providing for good fusing and corre-
sponding desirable film properties, for the stable one ink
systems, hydrophilic polymers have been found to facilitate
fusing to obtain desired low sheet resistance in the resulting
films. The fusing is believed to take place during the drying
process when concentrations of various constituents
increased as solvent is removed. As described further below,
in some embodiments improved fusing can be achieved
using a more gradual drying process under humid condi-
tions.
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The desirable inks to achieve effective single deposition
inks that cure into fused nanostructured metal networks
comprise a desired amount of metal nanowires to achieve
appropriate loading of metal in the resulting film. In appro-
priate solutions, the inks are stable prior to deposition of the
ink and drying. The inks can comprise a reasonable amount
of polymer binder that contributes to the formation of a
stable conducting film for further processing. To obtain good
fusing results, hydrophilic polymers have been found to be
effective, such as cellulose or chitosan based polymers.
Metal ions, as a source of metal for the fusing process, are
supplied as a soluble metal salt.

As shown in the examples, low sheet resistance films can
be formed without an alcohol solvent with appropriate other
components of the inks. In particular, some suitable polymer
binders can have functional groups that can reduce the metal
ions to drive the fusing process. However, it can be desirable
for the solvent for the inks to be an aqueous alcoholic
solution. In some embodiments, the solutions can comprise
from about 5 wt % to about 80 wt % of alcohol relative to
the total liquid. Generally, the bulk of the remainder of the
liquid is water, although some amounts of other organic
solvents can be used. In additional or alternative embodi-
ments, a blend of alcohols has been effectively used. In
particular, a blend of isopropyl alcohol and ethanol has been
found to yield inks with good stability and fusing properties.
Stability is discussed further below, but generally a stable
ink has no settling of solids after 1 hour of settling without
stirring and limited visible separation after two weeks of
settling without stirring.

With one ink processing, fusing metal nanowire inks with
improved stability have generally been achieved without
significant acidification of the inks while still providing for
good fusing of metal nanowires. Also, to reduce corrosion of
processing equipment, it can be desirable for the pH of the
ink to be not highly acidic. In some embodiments, some mild
acidification can be performed to improve solubilization of
the polymer binders and/or to promote the fusing process to
a further degree. Acidification to a pH below about 1.5 pH
units and in some embodiments below about 3 pH units
generally results in an ink with an undesirable acidity. It has
been discovered that good fusing of the metal nanowires is
achievable without strong acidification. Thus, the formation
of inks for direct processing for fused nanostructured metal
networks surprisingly can be effectively accomplished with
metal ions as the metal source without any acidification or
without strong acidification of the ink. However, there may
be specific applications in which greater acidification can be
tolerated and may provide desirable conductive films.

The use of a two solution approach with a separate fusing
solution has provided for greater flexibility in forming
patterns with fused and unfused regions with comparable
metal loadings. As formed unfused films with a polymer
binder can be formed with high sheet resistance values. The
use of a single solution to form the fused metal nanostruc-
tured metal network suggests approaches for patterning
based on metal loading. In particular, approaches for pat-
terning include, for example, printing the inks to directly
form the pattern with regions formed free of the ink, and/or
removing portions of the deposited inks to lower their
conductivity. As explained further below, removal of metal
loading from regions of the substrate generally can be
performed before or after drying to complete the fusing
and/or can involve a portion or substantially all of the metal
located at the selected region.

With one ink processing, the metal nanowires fuse to form
a fused nanostructured metal network. The optical properties
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correspond with that of a sparse metal layer, which can
manifest good optical transparency with a low haze. The
resulting films can exhibit distinct properties clearly consis-
tent with the concept that adjacent metal nanowires fuse. As
an initial matter, earlier work involving a single ink fusing
approach were examined with electron microscopy in which
images showed the fused connections between adjacent
wires. See, for example, the *221 application cited above.
Similar micrographs have been obtained for the present
films that show fusing of the metal nanowires into a fused
network. Furthermore, control solutions without the metal
ions do not exhibit the achieved very low sheet resistances
observed with the fused systems. Additional evidence is
found in data in which the curing/drying process is carried
out in humid atmosphere. For certain silver nanowires, the
fusing process seems to proceed slower, and the fusing can
be performed over an extended period of time. The drying
can be performed in a humid atmosphere to dry the film
more slowly and provide for additional fusing of metal
structure with a corresponding observed lowering of the
sheet resistance. Furthermore, importantly the fused nano-
structured metal networks provide a stability to the resulting
transparent conductive films that allow for formation of
structures incorporating the films that Applicant believes
have not been achievable with traditional unfused metal
nanowire films. Thus, films with fused nanostructured metal
networks are potentially more suitable for applications in
devices with stretchable and bendable transparent conduc-
tive films than the unfused nanowire films. Formed trans-
parent conductive films are described in provisional U.S.
patent application 61/978,607 to Kambe et al., entitled
“Formable Transparent Conductive Films with Metal
Nanowires,” incorporated herein by reference.

In some embodiments of particular interest, the metal
nanowire inks are stable in that no settling of solids is
observed after one hour without stirring, or possibly much
longer. Of course, for use, the inks may be stirred shortly
before use to ensure a desired level of uniformity and
performance. Nevertheless, the stability of the inks can
provide desirable commercial advantages with respect to
shelf life and processing approaches. Consistent with the
formation of stable inks, the rheology of the inks can be
adjusted over reasonable ranges to provide for commercial
deposition approaches.

Various printing approaches can be used to print the inks
in a pattern on a substrate. For example, lithography can be
used to perform the patterning. For example, photoresists,
such as commercially available compositions, can be used to
block portions of the substrate with subsequent removal of
the resist correspondingly removing metal loadings not
associated with the exposed substrate. Alternatively, screen
printing, spray coating, gravure printing or the like can be
used to selectively deposit the metal nanowire inks onto
portions of the substrate. Alternatively or additionally, metal
loading can be partially removed after deposition onto the
substrate, for example through etching or the like. Partial
removal of the metal loading can comprise partial or com-
plete removal of the metal at selected locations. Suitable
etching approaches include, for example, radiation based
etching and/or chemical etching. Radiation based etching
can be performed with focused radiation or with masking to
control exposure to the radiation. For example, a laser or a
focused electron beam can be used for focused radiation
etching. Masking to focus radiation can also be effectively
used. With respect to chemical etching, masking can be used
to control the chemical etching. For example, lithography
can be used to form a pattern to direct chemical etching.
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For incorporation into a product, protective layers are
generally placed over the transparent conductive film and a
stack structure is formed to have a structure that can then be
incorporated into a product. While a range of structures can
be formed to adapt to a particular product specifications, a
general structure can comprise one or more layers as a
substrate, the electrically conductive film with or without
patterning on the substrate and one or more top coats. A
thicker laminate top coat can be effectively used to protect
the electrically conductive film.

Electrically conductive films formed with the single ink
fusing process can achieve desirable low levels of sheet
resistance, for example, no more than about 75 ohms/sq. Of
course, the sheet resistance can be adjusted with various
parameters, such as metal loading, and very low levels of
sheet resistance may not be specified for lower cost com-
ponents. Simultaneously with the low sheet resistance, the
films can have very good optical transparency and low haze.
Thus, the resulting structures are well suited for a range of
applications for transparent conductive electrodes.

Ink Compositions and Properties

A single ink formulation provides for depositing a desired
loading of metal as a film on the substrate surface and
simultaneously providing constituents in the ink that induce
the fusing process as the ink is dried under appropriate
conditions. These inks can be referred to conveniently as
fusing metal nanowire inks with the understanding that the
fusing generally does not take place until drying. The inks
generally comprise an aqueous solvent, which can further
comprise an alcohol and/or other organic solvent in some
embodiments. The inks can further comprise dissolved
metal salts as a metal source for the fusing process. Without
wanting to be limited by theory, it is believed that compo-
nents of the ink, e.g., alcohol, reduce the metal ions from
solution to drive the fusing process. Previous experience
with the fusing process in these systems suggests that the
metal preferentially deposits at the junctions between adja-
cent metal nanowires. A polymer binder can be provided to
stabilize the film and to influence ink properties. The par-
ticular formulation of the ink can be adjusted to select ink
properties suitable for a particular deposition approach and
with specific coating properties desired. It has been found
that with the one ink system to form fused metal nanostruc-
tured networks, desirable values of sheet resistance can be
achieved with hydrophilic polymers, such as cellulose based
polymers or chitosan based polymers. As described further
below, drying conditions can be selected to effectively
perform the fusing process.

Thus, for improved embodiments described herein, the
fusing metal nanowire inks generally can comprise metal
nanowires, an aqueous solvent, dissolved metal salts, an
optional hydrophilic polymer binder, and optionally other
additives. The concentration of metal nanowires influences
both the fluid properties of the inks and the loading of metal
deposited onto the substrate. The metal nanowire ink gen-
erally can comprise from about 0.001 to about 4 weight
percent metal nanowires, in further embodiments from about
0.005 to about 2 weight percent metal nanowires and in
additional embodiments from about 0.01 to about 1 weight
percent metal nanowires. A person of ordinary skill in the art
will recognize that additional ranges of metal nanowire
concentrations within the explicit ranges above are contem-
plated and are within the present disclosure.

In general, the nanowires can be formed from a range of
metals, such as silver, gold, indium, tin, iron, cobalt, plati-
num, palladium, nickel, cobalt, titanium, copper and alloys
thereof, which can be desirable due to high electrical con-
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ductivity. Commercial metal nanowires are available from
Sigma-Aldrich (Missouri, USA), Cangzhou Nano-Channel
Material Co., [td. (China), Blue Nano (North Carolina,
USA), EMFUTUR (Spain), Seashell Technologies (Califor-
nia, USA), Aiden (Korea), Nanocomposix (USA), K&B
(Korea), ACS Materials (China), KeChuang Advanced
Materials (China), and Nanotrons (USA). Alternatively,
silver nanowires can also be synthesized using a variety of
known synthesis routes or variations thereof. Silver in
particular provides excellent electrical conductivity, and
commercial silver nanowires are available. To have good
transparency and low haze, it is desirable for the nanowires
to have a range of small diameters. In particular, it is
desirable for the metal nanowires to have an average diam-
eter of no more than about 250 nm, in further embodiments
no more than about 150 nm, and in other embodiments from
about 10 nm to about 120 nm. With respect to average
length, nanowires with a longer length are expected to
provide better electrical conductivity within a network. In
general, the metal nanowires can have an average length of
at least a micron, in further embodiments, at least 2.5
microns and in other embodiments from about 5 microns to
about 100 microns, although improved synthesis techniques
developed in the future may make longer nanowires pos-
sible. An aspect ratio can be specified as the ratio of the
average length divided by the average diameter, and in some
embodiments, the nanowires can have an aspect ratio of at
least about 25, in further embodiments from about 50 to
about 10,000 and in additional embodiments from about 100
to about 2000. A person of ordinary skill in the art will
recognize that additional ranges of nanowire dimensions
within the explicit ranges above are contemplated and are
within the present disclosure.

The solvent for the inks generally comprises an aqueous
solvent that optionally also comprises an alcohol. An alcohol
can provide reducing capability to drive nanowire fusing and
can provide desirable ink characteristics, such as improved
coating qualities. For embodiments comprising an alcohol,
the solvent can comprise water and from about 5 weight
percent to about 80 wt % alcohol, in further embodiments
from about 10 wt % to about 70 wt %, in additional
embodiments from about 15 wt % to about 65 wt % and in
other embodiments from about 20 wt % to about 60 wt %
alcohol. Suitable alcohol generally are soluble in or miscible
with water over appropriate concentration ranges, and
include, for example, short chain alcohols, such as, metha-
nol, ethanol, isopropyl alcohol, isobutyl alcohol, tertiary
butyl alcohol, other alcohols with linear or branched chains
with up to 7 carbon atoms, cthylene glycol, propylene
glycol, diacetone alcohol, ethyl lactate, methoxy ethanol,
methoxy propanol, other glycol ethers, such as alkyl cello-
solves and alkyl carbitols, or the like or blends thereof.
Solvents comprising a blend of isopropyl alcohol and etha-
nol in an aqueous solvent are described in the examples
below. In some embodiments, the solvent can optionally
comprise minor amounts of other soluble organic liquids
including, for example, ketones, esters, ethers, such as
glycol ethers, aromatic compounds, alkanes, and the like and
mixtures thereof, such as methyl ethyl ketone, glycol ethers,
methyl isobutyl ketone, toluene, hexane, ethyl acetate, butyl
acetate, PGMEA (2-methoxy-1-methylethylacetate), or mix-
tures thereof. If an optional organic solvent is present, the
nanowire ink generally comprises no more than about 10
weight percent non-alcohol organic solvent, in further
embodiments from about 0.5 wt % to about 8 wt % and in
additional embodiments from about 1 wt % to about 6 wt %
non-alcohol organic solvent. A person of ordinary skill in the
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art will realize that additional ranges of solvent concentra-
tions within the explicit ranges above are contemplated and
are within the present disclosure.

Metal ions provide the source of metal for fusing the
metal nanowires, and the inks comprise an appropriate
concentration of metal ions. The metal ions are supplied as
a dissolved salt within the solvent. Generally, the metal
nanowire ink comprises from about 0.0001 wt % to about
0.5 wt % metal ions, in further embodiments from about
0.00025 wt % to about 0.075 wt %, in other embodiments
from about 0.0003 wt % to about 0.06 wt %, in additional
embodiments from about 0.0005 wt % to about 0.05 wt %
metal ions and in some embodiments from about 0.00075 wt
% to about 0.025 wt %. A person of ordinary skill in the art
will recognize that additional ranges within the explicit
ranges of metal ion concentrations above are contemplated
and are within the present disclosure. The metal salts also
comprise a counter ion, which is generally believed to be
inert in the film formation process, although the selection of
the particular salt should provide for complete and rapid
solubility in the solvent of the ink. Generally, suitable anions
include, for example, nitrates, sulfates, perchlorates,
acetates, fluorides, chlorides, bromides, iodides, and the like.
The specific anion selection may influence somewhat the
metal ion activity due to some complexation with the ion in
solution, and empirical adjustment can be made based on the
teachings herein. The metal ions generally correspond with
the metal element of the nanowires, so with silver nanow-
ires, silver salts are generally used to supply metal ions for
fusing the nanowires. However, it is possible to use other
metal ions or combinations thereof if the metal element
corresponding with the metal ions corresponds with a metal
element with an oxidation potential approximately compa-
rable to or greater than, i.e., more difficult to oxidize, the
metal of the nanowires. So for silver nanowire, gold ions,
platinum ions, palladium ions, zinc ions, nickel ions or the
like can be used in addition to or as an alternative to silver
ions, and appropriate ions for other nanowires can be
similarly chosen based on the teachings herein.

The pH of the fusing metal nanowire ink may or may not
be adjusted with the addition of an acid. It has been found
in some embodiments that stable metal nanowire inks can be
formed without the addition of an acid, which results in an
ink with a relatively neutral pH, e.g., from about 5.5 pH units
to about 8 pH units. If no acid is added, the pH is influenced
by the purity of the component solvents, dissolved CO,,
properties of the additives, e.g., polymer binders, and the
like. It may be desirable to add acid to facilitate dissolving
of a polymer binder, to influence the properties of the
transparent conductive film, to influence other properties of
the inks or other reasons. From a processing perspective, an
ink that is not too acidic can be desirable to reduce corrosion
of process equipment. Thus, in some embodiments, it is
desirable to have an ink pH from about 3 pH units to about
8 pH units, in further embodiments from about 3.4 pH units
to about 7.6 pH units and in additional embodiments, from
about 3.8 pH units to about 7.3 pH units. In alternative
embodiments, a more acidic ink can be used, but at high
enough acidity generally the stability of the ink may become
difficult to maintain. For more acidic stable inks, the pH
generally is maintained at values of no less than about 1.5
pH units, in further embodiments no less than about 1.75 and
in additional embodiments from about 2 pH units to about 3
pH units. A person of ordinary skill in the art will realize that
additional ranges of pH are contemplated and are within the
present disclosure. In general, any reasonable acid can be
used to adjust the pH, for example strong acids, such as



US 11,814,531 B2

11

nitric acid, sulfuric acid, perchlorate acid, hydrochloric acid,
sulfonic acid, and the like, or for higher pH values with a
weak acid, such as acetic acid, citric acid, other carboxylic
acids or the like. The specific acids and pH values are
generally selected to avoid damage to polymer binders and
other ink components.

The inks can optionally comprise a hydrophilic polymer
component which is dissolved in the solvent. The inks
generally comprise from about 0.01 wt % to about 5 wt %
hydrophilic polymer, in additional embodiments from about
0.02 wt % to about 4 wt % and in other embodiments from
about 0.05 wt % to about 2 wt % hydrophilic polymer. A
person of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that addi-
tional ranges of hydrophilic polymer concentrations within
the explicit ranges above are contemplated and are within
the present disclosure. As used herein, the term polymer is
used to refer to molecules with an average molecular weight
of at least about 1000 g/mole, and polymers of particular
interest in neat form are solids, although in some embodi-
ments crosslinking can be introduced following deposition
to alter the properties of the polymer. Some polymers can be
difficult to evaluate with respect to molecular weight, and
cellulose based polymers can be in this class. However,
polymers that are difficult to evaluate with respect to
molecular weight are generally understood to be at least of
moderate molecular weight and would be recognized to have
a molecular weight of greater than 500 g/mole even if a more
specific value is difficult to attribute to the composition due
to the macromolecular nature of the composition. Hydro-
philic polymers generally comprise polar functional groups,
such as hydroxyl groups, amide groups, amine groups, acid
groups and the like, and suitable polymers with multiple
hydroxyl groups, which can be referred to as polymeric
polyols. Polysaccharides are a type of polymeric polyols that
can have desirable properties for ink formation. Polysaccha-
rides are sugar polymers or derivatives thereof with a large
number of hydroxyl groups. Polysaccharides include, for
example, cellulose based polymers and chitosan based poly-
mers, and desirable inks based on these binders are
described in the Examples below. Cellulose based polymers
include cellulose esters and cellulose ethers that are formed
by partial digestion of natural cellulose and reaction of a
fraction of the hydroxyl groups in the cellulose. Particular
cellulose based polymers include, for example, cellulose
acetate, cellulose propionate, ethylcellulose, methyl cellu-
lose, hydroxyethylcellulose, hydroxypropylmethyl cellu-
lose, hydroxyethylmethyl cellulose, and the like. In general,
commercial cellulose based polymers are not characterized
by molecular weight, but these polymers can be assumed to
have average molecular weights in the range of polymers as
specified herein. Similarly, chitosan is a polysaccharide
produced from the reaction of chitin, a natural product found
in the shells of crustaceans and in fungi. Chitosan can be
characterized by the degree of deacetylation of the native
chitin and by the molecular weight, which generally ranges
from about 3500 to about 220,000 g/mole. Chitosan is
soluble in dilute aqueous acid solutions, and for example
weak carboxylic acids can be used to incorporate it into the
nanowire inks.

While it has been discovered that the presence of a
hydrophilic polymer in the ink is significant if a binder is
used in the ink, additional polymer binders can be included
effectively along with the hydrophilic polymer. Suitable
binders include polymers that have been developed for
coating applications. Crosslinkable scratch resistant protec-
tive coatings, which can be referred to as hard coat polymers
or resins, e.g. radiation curable coatings, are commercially
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available, for example as curable, e.g., crosslinkable, mate-
rials for a range of applications, that can be selected for
dissolving in aqueous or non-aqueous solvents. Suitable
classes of radiation curable polymers include, for example,
polyurethanes, acrylic resins, acrylic copolymers,
polyethers, polyesters, epoxy containing polymers, and mix-
tures thereof. As used herein, polymeric polyols are not
considered hardcoat polymers. Examples of commercial
polymer binders include, for example, NEOCRYL® brand
acrylic resin (DMS NeoResins), JONCRYL® brand acrylic
copolymers (BASF Resins), ELVACITE® brand acrylic
resin (Lucite International), SANCURE® brand urethanes
(Lubrizol Advanced Materials), BAYHYDROL™ brand
polyurethane dispersions (Bayer Material Science), UCE-
COAT® brand polyurethane dispersions (Cytec Industries,
Inc.), MONWITOL® brand polyvinyl butyral (Kuraray
America, Inc.), polyvinyl acetates, mixtures thereof, and the
like. The polymer binders can be self-crosslinking upon
exposure to radiation, and/or they can be crosslinked with
photoinitiator or other crosslinking agent. In some embodi-
ments, photocrosslinkers may form radicals upon exposure
to radiation, and the radicals then induce crosslinking reac-
tions based on radical polymerization mechanisms. Suitable
photoinitiators include, for example, commercially available
products, such as IRGACURE® brand (BASF), GENO-
CURE™ bprand (Rahn USA Corp.), and DOUBLECURE®
brand (Double Bond Chemical Ind., Co, Ltd.), combinations
thereof or the like.

If a UV curable resin binder is used along with the
hydrophilic binder, e.g. polymeric polyol, the ink generally
comprises from about 0.01 wt % to about 2.5 wt % curable
binder, in further embodiments from about 0.025 wt % to
about 2 wt % and in additional embodiments from about
0.05 wt % to about 1.5 wt % curable binder. To facilitate the
crosslinking of the binder, the metal nanowire ink can
comprise from about 0.0005 wt % to about 1 wt % of a
crosslinking agent, e.g., a photoinitiator, in further embodi-
ments from about 0.002 wt % to about 0.5 wt % and in
additional embodiments from about 0.005 to about 0.25 wt
%. A person of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that
additional ranges of curable binder and crosslinking agent
within the explicit ranges above are contemplated and are
within the present disclosure. Applicant has found in some
embodiments at least that the combination of a hydrophilic
binder and a curable resin, e.g., hardcoat binder, can provide
advantageous properties to the transparent conductive films.
In particular, the hydrophilic polymer facilitates the fusing
process in the one ink format such that desirably low sheet
resistance values can be achieved while the curable resin is
believed to provide protection to the film from environmen-
tal degradation following incorporation into a product.

The nanowire ink can optionally comprise a rheology
modifying agent or combinations thereof. In some embodi-
ments, the ink can comprise a wetting agent or surfactant to
lower the surface tension, and a wetting agent can be useful
to improve coating properties. The wetting agent generally
is soluble in the solvent. In some embodiments, the nanow-
ire ink can comprise from about 0.01 weight percent to about
1 weight percent wetting agent, in further embodiments
from about 0.02 to about 0.75 weight percent and in other
embodiments from about 0.03 to about 0.6 weight percent
wetting agent. A thickener can be used optionally as a
rheology modifying agent to stabilize the dispersion and
reduce or eliminate settling. In some embodiments, the
nanowire ink can comprise optionally from about 0.05 to
about 5 weight percent thickener, in further embodiments
from about 0.075 to about 4 weight percent and in other
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embodiments from about 0.1 to about 3 weight percent
thickener. A person of ordinary skill in the art will recognize
that additional ranges of wetting agent and thickening agent
concentrations within the explicit ranges above are contem-
plated and are within the present disclosure.

Wetting agents can be used to improve the coatability of
the metal nanowire inks as well as the quality of the metal
nanowire dispersion. In particular, the wetting agents can
lower the surface energy of the ink so that the ink spreads
well onto a surface following coating. Wetting agents can be
surfactants and/or dispersants. Surfactants are a class of
materials that function to lower surface energy, and surfac-
tants can improve solubility of materials. Surfactants gen-
erally have a hydrophilic portion of the molecule and a
hydrophobic portion of the molecule that contributes to its
properties. A wide range of surfactants, such as nonionic
surfactants, cationic surfactant, anionic surfactants, zwitte-
rionic surfactants, are commercially available. In some
embodiments, if properties associated with surfactants are
not an issue, non-surfactant wetting agents, e.g., dispersants,
are also known in the art and can be effective to improve the
wetting ability of the inks. Suitable commercial wetting
agents include, for example, COATOSIL™ brand epoxy
functionalized silane oligomers (Momentum Performance
Materials), SILWET™ brand organosilicone surfactant
(Momentum Performance Materials), THETAWET™ brand
short chain non-ionic flurosurfactants (ICT Industries, Inc.),
ZETASPERSE® brand polymeric dispersants (Air Products
Inc.), SOLSPERSE® brand polymeric dispersants (Lubr-
izol), XOANONS WE-D545 surfactant (Anhui Xoanons
Chemical Co., Ltd), EFKA™ PU 4009 polymeric dispersant
(BASF), MASURF FP-815 CP, MASURF FS-910 (Mason
Chemicals), NOVEC™ FC-4430 fluorinated surfactant
(3M), mixtures thereof, and the like.

Thickeners can be used to improve the stability of the
dispersion by reducing or eliminating settling of the solids
from the metal nanowire inks. Thickeners may or may not
significantly change the viscosity or other fluid properties of
the ink. Suitable thickeners are commercially available and
include, for example, CRAYVALLAC™ brand of modified
urea such as LA-100 (Cray Valley Acrylics, USA), poly-
acrylamide, THIXOL™ 53 L[ brand acrylic thickener,
COAPUR™ 2025, COAPUR™ 830 W, COAPUR™ 6050,
COAPUR™ XS71 (Coatex, Inc.), BYK® brand of modified
urea (BYK Additives), Acrysol DR 73, Acrysol RM-995,
Acrysol RM-8W (Dow Coating Materials), Aquaflow NHS-
300, Aquaflow XIL.S-530 hydrophobically modified
polyether thickeners (Ashland Inc.), Borchi Gel L 75 N,
Borchi Gel PW25 (OMG Borchers), and the like.

Additional additives can be added to the metal nanowire
ink, generally each in an amount of no more than about 5
weight percent, in further embodiments no more than about
2 weight percent and in further embodiments no more than
about 1 weight percent. Other additives can include, for
example, anti-oxidants, UV stabilizers, defoamers or anti-
foaming agents, anti-settling agents, viscosity modifying
agents, or the like.

In general, the inks can be formed with any reasonable
order of combining components, but in some embodiments
it can be convenient to start with well dispersed metal
nanowires. The metal nanowires are generally dispersed in
water, alcohol, or blends thereof. Suitable mixing
approaches can be used to blend the inks with the addition
of components.

The well blended inks can be stable with respect to
settling without continued stirring. For example, a stable ink
can exhibit no visible settling after one hour without any
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stirring. Visible settling can be evaluated as solids on the
bottom of the vessel and/or as a visible inhomogeneity from
the top to the bottom of the vessel with the ink. In some
embodiments, the fusing metal nanowire inks can exhibit no
settling out of solids for at least a day, in further embodi-
ments for at least three days, and in additional embodiments
at least a week, although inks may not exhibit settling of
solids from the dispersion for significantly longer periods. In
some embodiments, the fusing metal nanowire inks can
exhibit no visible inhomogeneity without stirring after at
least 4 hours, in additional embodiments for at least a day
and in further embodiments for at least 4 days, although inks
may be stable to visible inhomogeneity for significantly
longer periods of time. A person of ordinary skill in the art
will recognize that additional ranges of settling stability
periods within the explicit ranges above are contemplated
and are within the present disclosure. Of course in a com-
mercial setting, the inks will be stirred shortly before use to
ensure very well mixed solution for deposition, and some
settling should not disturb a good well mixed and well
characterized ink for deposition. Nevertheless, stable inks
provide improved shelf lives for storage of the completed
inks before an undesirable degree of settling occurs and
decrease the attention to mixing to maintain appropriate
reproducible deposition of the inks during use of the inks.
Thus, the fusing metal nanowire inks are well suited for
commercial application to form transparent conductive
films.

Processing of Inks and Structures Incorporating the Trans-
parent Conductive Films

In embodiments of particular interest, a process is used in
which a sparse nanowire coating is initially formed with the
fusing metal nanowire inks and subsequent processing pro-
vides for the fusing of the metal nanowires into a metal
nanostructured network, which is electrically conducting.
The fusing process is believed to generally take place during
the drying of the film. Fused nanostructured metal films are
generally formed on a selected substrate surface after drying.
In general, the dried films have good optical properties,
including, for example, transparency and low haze. Process-
ing can be adapted for patterning of the film as described
further below. One or more polymer overcoats can be
applied over the conductive film, whether or not patterned,
to provide a protective cover and the polymer can be
selected to maintain optical transparency.

In general, suitable substrates can be selected as desired
based on the particular application. Substrate surfaces can
comprise sheets of, for example, polymers, glass, inorganic
semiconductor materials, inorganic dielectric materials,
polymer glass laminates, composites thereof, or the like.
Suitable polymers include, for example, polyethylene tere-
phthalate (PET), polyethylene naphthalate (PEN), polyacry-
late, poly(methyl methacrylate), polyolefin, polyvinyl chlo-
ride, fluoropolymer, polyamide, polyimide, polysulfone,
polysiloxane, polyetheretherketone, polynorbornene, poly-
ester, polystyrene, polyurethane, polyvinyl alcohol, polyvi-
nyl acetate, acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene copolymer,
polycarbonate, a copolymer thereof or blend thereof or the
like. Furthermore, the material can have a polymer overcoat
placed on the fused metal nanowire network, and the over-
coat polymers can comprise the polymers listed for the
substrates above and/or the curable resins, e.g., UV curable
hardcoat polymers, described above for inclusion in the inks.
Moreover, other layers can be added on top or in between the
conductive film and substrate to reduce reflective losses and
improve the overall transmission of the stack.
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For the deposition of the fusing metal nanowire ink, any
reasonable deposition approach can be used, such as dip
coating, spray coating, knife edge coating, bar coating,
Meyer-rod coating, slot-die, gravure printing, spin coating
or the like. The ink can have properties, such as viscosity,
adjusted appropriately with additives for the desired depo-
sition approach. Similarly, the deposition approach directs
the amount of liquid deposited, and the concentration of the
ink can be adjusted to provide the desired loading of metal
nanowires on the surface.

After forming the coating with the dispersion, the nanow-
ire network can be dried to remove the liquid. The fusing is
believed to take place during the drying of the liquid. The
films can be dried, for example, with a heat gun, an oven, a
thermal lamp or the like, although the films that can be air
dried can be desired in some embodiments. In general, the
fusing is believed to be a low temperature process, and any
heat application to facilitate drying is incidental to the
fusing. In some embodiments, the films can be heated to
temperatures from about 50° C. to about 150° C. during
drying, in further embodiments from about 60° C. to about
145° C. and in additional embodiments from about 65° C. to
about 135° C. The heating to drive the drying can be
performed for at least about 30 seconds, in further embodi-
ments from about 45 seconds to about 2 hours and in other
embodiments from about 1 minute to about 45 minutes. In
some embodiments, improved electrical conductivity pre-
sumably associated with increased fusing within the network
has been obtained with drying with an addition of humidity
during the drying process. For example, the relative humid-
ity can be set to about 15% to about 75%, in further
embodiments form about 20% to about 70% and in addi-
tional embodiments from about 25% to about 65%. The
corresponding temperature when drying with added humid-
ity can be, for example, from about 50° C. to about 99° C.,
in further embodiments from about 60° C. to about 95° C.
and in other embodiments from about 65° C. to about 90° C.
The humidity naturally slows the drying time relative to
equivalent systems without the humidity, although the
humidity seems to improve and possibly speeds the fusing
process. A person of ordinary skill in the art will recognize
that additional ranges of temperature, drying times and
humidity within the explicit ranges above are contemplated
and are within the present disclosure. The improvement of
the fusing through the drying under more humid conditions
at lower temperatures is consistent with a chemically driven
fusing process. After drying to induce the fusing process, the
films can be washed one or more times, for example, with an
alcohol or other solvent or solvent blend, such as ethanol or
isopropyl alcohol, to removed excess solids to lower haze.

Following fusing of the metal nanowires into a network,
the individual nanowires generally are no longer present,
although the physical properties of the nanowires used to
form the network can be reflected in the properties of the
fused metal nanostructured network. The metal fusing is
believed to contribute to the enhanced electrical conductiv-
ity observed and to the good optical properties achievable at
low levels of electrical resistance. The fusing is believed to
take place at points of near contact of adjacent nanowires
during processing. Thus, fusing can involve end-to-end
fusing, side wall to side wall fusing and end to side wall
fusing. The degree of fusing may relate to the processing
conditions, as noted above in the context of the humidity.
Adjustment of processing conditions can be used to achieve
good fusing without degradation of the fused nanowire
network, such that desirable film properties can be achieved.
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The amount of nanowires delivered onto the substrate can
involve a balance of factors to achieve desired amounts of
transparency and electrical conductivity. While thickness of
the nanowire network can in principle be evaluated using
scanning electron microscopy, the network can be relatively
sparse to provide for optical transparency, which can com-
plicate the measurement. In general, the fused metal nanow-
ire network would have an average thickness of no more
than about 5 microns, in further embodiments no more than
about 2 microns and in other embodiments from about 10
nm to about 500 nm. However, the fused nanowire networks
are generally relatively open structures with significant
surface texture on a submicron scale, and only indirect
methods can generally be used to estimate the thickness. The
loading levels of the nanowires can provide a useful param-
eter of the network that can be readily evaluated, and the
loading value provides an alternative parameter related to
thickness. Thus, as used herein, loading levels of nanowires
onto the substrate is generally presented as milligrams of
nanowires for a square meter of substrate. In general, the
nanowire networks can have a loading from about 0.1
milligrams (mg)/m? to about 300 mg/m?, in further embodi-
ments from about 0.5 mg/m* to about 200 mg/m?, and in
other embodiments from about 1 mg/m* to about 150
mg/m>. A person of ordinary skill in the art will recognize
that additional ranges of thickness and loading within the
explicit ranges above are contemplated and are within the
present disclosure.

A polymer overcoat(s) or layer(s) can be desirable to
place over the metal layer, which may or may not be
patterned. In general, the polymer hardcoat binders
described in the previous section can be adapted for use as
polymer overcoats, although additional polymers can be
used. Also, with respect to processing, the polymer over-
coats can be applied using solutions coating techniques, or
other processing approaches such as extrusion, lamination,
calendering, melt coating techniques or the like. If there is
a plurality of polymer overcoats, they may or may not be
applied using similar approaches. For solution processed
overcoats, the various coating approaches described above,
can be equally applied to these layers. However, the solution
processing of a polymer overcoat can be directed to solvents
that are not necessarily compatible with forming good
dispersions of metal nanowires.

In general, the polymer overcoats can have average thick-
nesses from about 50 nanometers (nm) to about 25 microns,
in further embodiments, from about 75 nm to about 15
microns and in additional embodiments from about 100 nm
to about 10 microns. A person of ordinary skill in the art will
recognize that additional ranges of overcoat thicknesses
within the explicit ranges above are contemplated and are
within the present disclosure. In some embodiments, it may
be possible to select an overcoat by choice of the refractive
index and thickness such that after application of the over-
coat the pattern of conductive and insulating areas is less
visible. Overcoats may contain conductive particles, which
can have average particle diameters in the range from about
3 nm-20 microns. The particles, i.e. conductive elements,
can range from 0.0001-1.0 wt % of the coating solution
which generally has between about 0.1-80% by weight
solids. These particles can be composed of metals or metal
coatings, metal oxides, conductive organic materials, and
conductive allotropes of carbon (carbon nanotubes, fuller-
enes, graphene, carbon fibers, carbon black or the like) and
mixtures of aforementioned materials. While the overcoats
should not achieve a high level of electrical conductivity,
these conductive particles can allow for thicker overcoats to
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be deposited and still allow for electrical conductivity to
trace electrodes. Furthermore, the overcoat layer can be
deposited on the conductive or patterned film after the trace
electrodes are deposited. This allows for a thicker overcoat
to be used with corresponding stabilization advantages while
still allowing for electrical conductivity to be maintained
between the transparent conductive layer and the silver (or
other) bus bars.

The overcoats may or may not cover the entire substrate
surface. In general, the polymers can be selected for the
overcoat to have good optical transparency. In some embodi-
ments, the optical properties of the films with the polymer
overcoat are not significantly different from the optical
properties described above for the electrically conductive
film.

Film Flectrical and Optical Properties

The fused metal nanostructured networks can provide low
electrical resistance while providing good optical properties.
Thus, the films can be useful as transparent conductive
electrodes or the like. The transparent conductive electrodes
can be suitable for a range of applications such as electrodes
along light receiving surfaces of solar cells. For displays and
in particular for touch screens, the films can be patterned to
provide electrically conductive patterns formed by the film.
The substrate with the patterned film, generally has good
optical properties at the respective portions of the pattern.

Electrical resistance of thin films can be expressed as a
sheet resistance, which is reported in units of ohms per
square (€2/[] or ohms/sq) to distinguish the values from bulk
electrical resistance values according to parameters related
to the measurement process. Sheet resistance of films is
generally measured using a four point probe measurement or
an equivalent process. In the Examples below, film sheet
resistances were measured using a four point probe, or by
making a square using a quick drying silver paste to define
a square. The fused metal nanowire networks can have a
sheet resistance of no more than about 300 ohms/sq, in
further embodiments no more than about 200 ohms/sq, in
additional embodiments no more than about 100 ohms/sq
and in other embodiments no more than about 60 ohms/sq.
A person of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that
additional ranges of sheet resistance within the explicit
ranges above are contemplated and are within the present
disclosure. Depending on the particular application, com-
mercial specifications for sheet resistances for use in a
device may not be necessarily directed to lower values of
sheet resistance such as when additional cost may be
involved, and current commercially relevant values may be
for example, 270 ohm/sq, versus 150 ohms/sq, versus 100
ohms/sq, versus 50 ohms/sq, versus 40 ohms/sq, versus 30
ohms/sq or less as target values for different quality and/or
size touch screens, and each of these values defines a range
between the specific values as end points of the range, such
as 270 ohms/sq to 150 ohms/sq, 270 ohms/sq to 100
ohms/sq, 150 ohms/sq to 100 ohms/sq and the like with 15
particular ranges being defined. Thus, lower cost films may
be suitable for certain applications in exchange for modestly
higher sheet resistance values. In general, sheet resistance
can be reduced by increasing the loading of nanowires, but
an increased loading may not be desirable from other
perspectives, and metal loading is only one factor among
many for achieving low values of sheet resistance.

For applications as transparent conductive films, it is
desirable for the fused metal nanowire networks to maintain
good optical transparency. In principle, optical transparency
is inversely related to the loading with higher loadings
leading to a reduction in transparency, although processing
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of the network can also significantly affect the transparency.
Also, polymer binders and other additives can be selected to
maintain good optical transparency. The optical transpar-
ency can be evaluated relative to the transmitted light
through the substrate. For example, the transparency of the
conductive film described herein can be measured by using
a UV-Visible spectrophotometer and measuring the total
transmission through the conductive film and support sub-
strate. Transmittance is the ratio of the transmitted light
intensity (I) to the incident light intensity (I,). The trans-
mittance through the film (Tg,,) can be estimated by divid-
ing the total transmittance (T) measured by the transmittance
through the support substrate (T,,,). (T=I/1, and T/T,,,=(I/
LY,/ 1,)7VL,,,=Ts,,,) Thus, the reported total transmis-
sions can be corrected to remove the transmission through
the substrate to obtain transmissions of the film alone. While
it is generally desirable to have good optical transparency
across the visible spectrum, for convenience, optical trans-
mission can be reported at 550 nm wavelength of light.
Alternatively or additionally, transmission can be reported
as total transmittance from 400 nm to 700 nm wavelength of
light, and such results are reported in the Examples below.
In general, for the fused metal nanowire films, the measure-
ments of 550 nm transmittance and total transmittance from
400 nm to 700 nm (or just “total transmittance” for conve-
nience) are not qualitatively different. In some embodi-
ments, the film formed by the fused network has a total
transmittance (IT %) of at least 80%, in further embodi-
ments at least about 85%, in additional embodiments, at
least about 90%, in other embodiments at least about 94%
and in some embodiments from about 95% to about 99%.
Transparency of the films on a transparent polymer substrate
can be evaluated using the standard ASTM D1003 (“Stan-
dard Test Method for Haze and Luminous Transmittance of
Transparent Plastics™), incorporated herein by reference. A
person or ordinary skill in the art will recognize that addi-
tional ranges of transmittance within the explicit ranges
above are contemplated and are within the present disclo-
sure. When adjusting the measured optical properties for the
films in the Examples below for the substrate, the films have
very good transmission and haze values, which are achieved
along with the low sheet resistances observed.

The fused metal networks can also have low haze along
with high transmission of visible light while having desir-
ably low sheet resistance. Haze can be measured using a
hazemeter based on ASTM D1003 referenced above, and the
haze contribution of the substrate can be removed to provide
haze values of the transparent conductive film. In some
embodiments, the sintered network film can have a haze
value of no more than about 1.2%, in further embodiments
no more than about 1.1%, in additional embodiments no
more than about 1.0% and in other embodiments from about
0.9% to about 0.2%. As described in the Examples, with
appropriately selected silver nanowires very low values of
haze and sheet resistance have been simultaneously
achieved. The loading can be adjusted to balance the sheet
resistance and the haze values with very low haze values
possible with still good sheet resistance values. Specifically,
haze values of no more than 0.8%, and in further embodi-
ments from about 0.4% to about 0.7%, can be achieved with
values of sheet resistance of at least about 45 ohms/sq. Also,
haze values of 0.7% to about 1.2%, and in some embodi-
ments from about 0.75% to about 1.05%, can be achieved
with sheet resistance values of from about 30 ohms/sq to
about 45 ohms/sq. All of these films maintained good optical
transparency. A person of ordinary skill in the art will



US 11,814,531 B2

19

recognize that additional ranges of haze within the explicit
ranges above are contemplated and are within the present
disclosure.
Patterning

Some devices involve a patterned transparent conductive
electrode, and the transparent conductive films described
herein can be correspondingly patterned. A particular pattern
of fused conductive metal nanostructured network along the
substrate surface generally is guided by the desired product.
In other words, the electrically conductive pattern generally
introduces functionality, such as domains for a touch screen
or the like. Of course, for some product, the entire surface
can be electrically conductive, and for these application
pattern generally is not performed. For embodiments involv-
ing patterning, the proportion of the surface comprising the
electrically conductive fused metal nanostructured network
can generally be selected based on the selected design. In
some embodiments, the fused network comprises from
about 0.25 percent to about 99 percent of the surface, in
further embodiments from about 5 percent to about 85
percent and in additional embodiment from about 10 percent
to about 70 percent of the substrate surface. A person of
ordinary skill in the art will recognize that additional ranges
of surface coverage within the explicit ranges above are
contemplated and are within the present disclosure.

As schematic examples, a fused metal nanostructured
network can form a conductive pattern along a substrate
surface 100 with a single conductive pathway 102 sur-
rounded by electrically resistive regions 104, 106, as shown
in FIG. 1 or patterns along a substrate surface 120 with a
plurality of electrically conductive pathways 122, 124, and
126 surrounded by electrically resistive regions 128, 130,
132, 134, as shown in FIG. 2. As shown in FIG. 2, the fused
area correspond with three distinct electrically conductive
regions corresponding with electrically conductive path-
ways 122, 124, and 126. A side view of the structure with the
patterned film of FIG. 2 is shown in FIG. 3 on a polymer
substrate 140 with a polymer overcoat 142. Although a
single connected conductive region and three independently
connected conductive regions have been illustrated in FIGS.
1-3, it is understood that patterns with two, four or more than
4 conductive independent conductive pathways or regions
can be formed as desired. For many commercial applica-
tions, fairly intricate patterns can be formed with a large
number of elements. In particular, with available patterning
technology adapted for the patterning of the films described
herein, very fine patterns can be formed with highly resolved
features. Similarly, the shapes of the particular conductive
regions can be selected as desired.

An alternative embodiment is shown in FIG. 4 with metal
electrodes placed under the overcoat in contact with the
electrically conductive fused metal networks. Referring to
FIG. 4, fused metal nanostructured networks 150, 152 are
separated by electrically resistive regions 154, 156, 158. The
films represented by networks 150, 152 are supported on
substrate 160. Metal electrodes 162, 164 provide electrical
connection of conductive networks 150, 152 to appropriate
circuits. Polymer overcoat 166 covers and protects conduc-
tive networks 150, 152 as well as metal electrodes 162, 164.
Since the metal electrodes 162, 164 are under the overcoat,
a thicker overcoat can be used if desired without adversely
changing performance due to electrical insulating effects of
the overcoat. A schematic view of the top of a thin conduc-
tive film integrated into a sensor design is shown in FIG. 5.
Sensor 170 comprises conductive metal nanostructured film
sections 172, which are displayed as turned squares, sepa-
rated by an insulating region 174, which may or may not
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comprise unfused metal nanowires. Metal traces 176, 178,
180, 182 each connect rows of conductive films 172. Metal
traces 176, 178, 180, 182 comprise connective segments 184
between adjacent conductive film sections 172 as well as
conductive sections that are directed to a connection zone
186 at an edge of the sensor where the metal traces can be
connected to an electrical circuit. A polymer overcoat 190 is
placed over the conductive film.

Patterning based on metal loading can involve selective
deposition of the metal nanowire inks over selected portions
of the substrate surface and/or selective removal of the
deposited metal nanowire or nanostructured films. Pattern-
ing during deposition is described above in the context of
depositing the metal nanowire inks. If the metal nanowire
ink is deposited over the substrate surface, selected regions
can be developed to remove metal from the regions before
or after fusing, as well as before or after curing of the
polymer binder. The metal can be removed through an
appropriate etching or washing or other suitable process. For
example, laser ablation of metal nanowires is described in
Japanese patent 5289859B to Nissha Printing Co. Ltd.,
entitled “Method of Manufacturing Conductive Pattern-
Covered Body, and Conductive Pattern Covered Body,”
incorporated herein by reference. An acid etching agent or
other suitable wet etchant can be used. Dry etching can also
be performed. The patterning of the etching/development
can be performed using a resist composition or the like. A
wide range of resists, such as photoresists can be used for
patterning and are commercially available. Photolithogra-
phy using light, e.g., UV light, or electron beams can be used
to form high resolution patterns, and the patterning of the
metal nanowire or nanostructured films can be accomplished
by etching through windows forming the resist. Both posi-
tive tone and negative tone photoresists can be used. Com-
mon positive tone photoresists can be used, such as FujiFilm
0OCG825, TOK THMR-i-P5680 and the like, and negative
tone photoresist Micro Resist Technology MR-N 415 and
the like. Patterning using a resist can be performed using
photolithography in which radiation exposure and develop-
ment are performed to pattern the resist. Alternatively or
additionally, a resist can be printed, such as with screen
printing or gravure printing, to pattern the resist to accom-
plish the patterning processed described herein. Generally,
for embodiments in which the electrically insulating region
has less metal loading than the electrically conductive
regions, the electrically insulating regions can have at least
a factor of 1.5 less metal loading, in some embodiments at
least a factor of 5 less metal loading, in further embodiments
at least a factor of 10 lower metal loading and in other
embodiments at least a factor of 20 less metal loading
relative to the electrically conductive regions. In some
embodiments, the electrically insulating regions can be
approximately devoid of metal. A person of ordinary skill in
the art will recognize that additional ranges of decreased
metal loadings within the explicit ranges above are contem-
plated and are within the present disclosure.

In some embodiments, the metal nanostructured films can
be used as a replacement for other materials, such as thin
films of conductive metal oxides, such as indium tin oxide.
For example, a roll of polymer with fused metal nanostruc-
tured films can be incorporated into a process scheme. A
polymer overcoat can be placed down prior to patterning.
Patterning, such as with laser etching or masking with wet
or dry etching, can be used to form desired patterns of
electrically conductive films separated by regions where at
least some of the metal is removed. The polymer overcoat
can be replaced or completed such as with an additional
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layer or layers of overcoat. Metal traces or current collectors
can be placed over the overcoat or penetrating through the
overcoat or portion thereof. Adding some conductive
diluents to the polymer overcoat can decrease the resistance
of the overcoat without short circuiting the conductive
pattern.

In additional or alternative embodiments, patterning can
be performed prior to placement of a polymer overcoat.
Referring to FIG. 6, a process flow is depicted with flow
arrows indicating a process flow, which generally corre-
sponds with a temporal flow but may or may not correspond
with physical movement. In the first view, a substrate 250 is
shown with a patterned film with conductive regions 252
and nonconductive regions 254. While the figure indicates a
particular substrate material, i.e., heat stabilized PET poly-
mer with an additional polymer hardcoat layer, the process
can generally be performed with any reasonable substrate. In
some embodiments, conductive regions 252 comprise fused
metal nanostructured networks and the nonconductive
regions 254 comprise a lower metal loading due to, for
example, etching or selective printing of the fusing metal
nanowire ink. Referring to the middle view of FIG. 6, metal
current collectors or traces 256 are deposited in contact with
conductive regions 252. While metal traces 256 can be
deposited and/or patterned using any reasonable process, in
some embodiments, a conductive silver or copper paste can
be screen printed and heated to form the metal traces. In
some embodiments, silver, copper or other metallic traces
can be deposited by plating, thermal decomposition, evapo-
ration, sputtering, or other reasonable thin film deposition
techniques. In the last view of FIG. 6, a polymer overcoat
260 is placed over the coated substrate 250 to cover metal
traces 256.

Touch Sensors

The transparent conductive films described herein can be
effectively incorporated into touch sensors that can be
adapted for touch screens used for many electronic devices.
Some representative embodiments are generally described
here, but the transparent conductive films can be adapted for
other desired designs. A common feature of the touch
sensors generally is the presence of two transparent conduc-
tive electrode structures in a spaced apart configuration in a
natural state, i.e., when not being touched or otherwise
externally contacted. For sensors operating based on capaci-
tance, a dielectric layer is generally between the two elec-
trode structures. Referring to FIG. 7, a representative capaci-
tance based touch sensor 302 comprises a display
component 304, an optional bottom substrate 306, a first
transparent conductive electrode structure 307, a dielectric
layer 308, such as a polymer or glass sheet, a second
transparent conductive electrode structure 310, optional top
cover 312, and measurement circuit 314 that measures
capacitance changes associated with touching of the sensor.
Referring to FIG. 8, a representative resistance based touch
sensor 340 comprises a display component 342, an optional
lower substrate 344, a first transparent conductive electrode
structure 346, a second transparent conductive electrode
structure 348, support structures 350, 352 that support the
spaced apart configuration of the electrode structures in their
natural configuration, upper cover layer 354 and resistance
measuring circuit 356.

Display components 304, 342 can be, for example, LED
based displays, LCD displays or other desired display com-
ponents. Substrates 306, 344 and cover layers 312, 354 can
be independently transparent polymer sheets or other trans-
parent sheets. Support structures can be formed from a
dielectric material, and the sensor structures can comprise
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additional supports to provide a desired stable device. Mea-
surement circuits 314, 356 are known in the art.
Transparent conductive electrodes 306, 310, 346 and 348
can be effectively formed using fused metal networks, which
can be patterned appropriately to form distinct sensors,
although in some embodiments the fused metal networks
form some transparent electrode structures while other trans-
parent electrode structures in the device can comprise mate-
rials such as indium tin oxide, aluminum doped zinc oxide
or the like. Fused metal networks can be effectively pat-
terned as described herein, and it can be desirable for
patterned films in one or more of the electrode structures to
form the sensors such that the plurality of electrodes in a
transparent conductive structure can be used to provide
position information related to the touching process. The use
of patterned transparent conductive electrodes for the for-
mation of patterned touch sensors is described, for example,
in U.S. Pat. No. 8,031,180 to Miyamoto et al., entitled
“Touch Sensor, Display With Touch Sensor, and Method for
Generating Position Data,” and published U.S. patent appli-
cation 2012/0073947 to Sakata et al., entitled “Narrow
Frame Touch Input Sheet, Manufacturing Method of Same,
and Conductive Sheet Used in Narrow Frame Touch Input
Sheet,” both of which are incorporated herein by reference.

EXAMPLES

Commercial silver nanowires were used in the following
examples with an average diameter of between 25 and 50 nm
and an average length of 10-30 microns. The silver nanow-
ires (AgNWs) films were formed using the following pro-
cedure. Commercially available silver nanowires (AgNWs)
were obtained from the supplier in an aqueous dispersion or
were dispersed in solvent to form an aqueous AgNW dis-
persion. The AgNWs dispersions were typically in the
0.05-1.0 wt % range. The dispersions were then combined
with one or more solutions comprising the other components
of the metal nanowire ink, which is optionally in an alcohol
solvent. The resulting dispersion or ink was then deposited
on the surface of a polyethylene terephthalate (PET) sheet
using a hand-drawn rod approach or by blade coating. The
AgNWs film was then treated with heat in an oven to cure
the films as described in the specific examples below.

The hydrophilic binder when used was first dissolved in
water to obtain a clear solution. It is then mixed with AgNW
and other components of ink with stirring to form a homo-
geneous suspension, referred to as the base ink. The base ink
typically contains from 0.1 wt % to 1 wt % of binder as
prepared. After combining with the remaining ingredients
(metal ions) in an appropriate fusing solution to obtaining
the final coating solution, AgNW typically is present at a
level between 0.1 to 1.0 wt % and the binder at about 0.01
to 1 wt %.

The fusing solutions are composed of appropriate metal
salts dissolved in appropriate solvents. The fusing solutions
generally contained between 0.05 mg/mlL. (0.005 wt %) and
5.0 mg/mL (0.5 wt %) metal ions

The total transmission (TT) and haze of the AgNWs film
samples were measured using a Haze Meter with films on a
polymer substrate. To adjust the haze measurements for the
samples below, a value of substrate haze can be subtracted
from the measurements to get approximate haze measure-
ments for the transparent conductive films alone. The instru-
ment is designed to evaluate optical properties based on
ASTM D 1003 standard (“Standard Test Method for Haze
and Luminous Transmittance of Transparent Plastics™),
incorporated herein by reference. The total transmission and
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haze of these films include PET substrate which has base
total transmission and haze of ~92.9% and 0.15%-0.40%,
respectively. Sheet resistance was measured with a 4-point
probe method unless indicated otherwise. In the following
examples, several different formulations of fusing metal
nanowire inks are presented along with optical and sheet
resistance measurements.

Sheet resistance was measured with a 4-point probe
method, a contactless resistance meter or using a square of
silver pastes as follows. To make measurements prior to
formation, a square of silver paste was sometime used by
painting the paste onto the surface of the samples to define
a square, or a rectangular shape, which were then annealed
at roughly 120° C. for 20 minutes in order to cure and dry
the silver paste. Alligator clips were connected to the silver
paste, and the leads were connected to a commercial resis-
tance measurement device. Electrical connections are made
to exposed end sections of the film.

Example 1 Fusing Nanowire Inks with Hydrophilic
Binder and Nitric Acid

This example tests the ability of a cellulose based polymer
(CBP) to act as a binder and thickener for AgNW inks
without interfering with the fusing process.

Initial AgNWs dispersions comprised deionized water
and isopropyl alcohol. The inks also contained a binder of
CBP as described above. In this Example, 15 samples were
prepared using the base ink. Fusing solutions or ethanol
were combined with some samples each in a ratio of 3:1
AgNW ink to fusing solution or ethanol by volume. The
fusing solutions contained silver nitrate as specified above
and between 15 pl./mL and 80 ul./mL of HNO; in ethanol.
The inks were then coated on a PET substrate using a Meyer
rod or blade coating.

To dry the films, the films were heated in an oven in
ambient atmosphere at 100° C. for 10 min. The properties of
the films after heating are compared in Table 1. Films that
were formed with an ink that included fusing solution had a
reduced resistance compared to films without fusing solu-
tions, which evidences the fusing of the metal nanowires in
the relevant samples. All of the samples exhibited good
optical properties based on transparency and haze.

TABLE 1
Sample Resistance (/) % TT % Haze
AgNW Ink 461 91.0 1.76
AgNW Ink >20K 91.6 1.19
AgNW Ink 2300 91.6 1.32
Ag NW Ink + 65 91.1 1.43
Fusing Solution
Ag NW Ink + 138 91.5 1.09
Fusing Solution
Ag NW Ink + 116 91.6 1.04
Fusing Solution
Ag NW Ink + 131 91.5 1.08
Fusing Solution
Ag NW Ink + 122 91.6 1.05
Fusing Solution
Ag NW Ink + 84 91.8 0.93
Fusing Solution
Ag NW Ink + 76 91.6 1.11
Fusing Solution
Ag NW Ink + 80 91.9 0.99
Fusing Solution
Ag NW Ink + 80 91.7 0.99
Fusing Solution
Ag NW ink + 693 91.4 1.33
Ethanol
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Example 2 Fusing Solution Compositions

This example tests the ability of various formulations of
compositions to act as a fusing solution for AgNW inks to
form desirable transparent conductive films.

Initial AgN'Ws dispersions comprised a solvent of deion-
ized water and a small amount of isopropyl alcohol. The
base ink also contained a binder of CBP as described above.
Fusing solutions or ethanol were combined with form 12
distinct samples each in a ratio of 3:1 or 4:1 AgNW ink to
fusing solution or ethanol by volume, and two additional
samples were processed as the base ink. The fusing solutions
contain between 0.05 mg/ml and 5 mg/ml metal ions and
between 15 pL/mL and 80 pL/mL of HNO, in ethanol
(samples 7-10) or half of the above concentration of the
ingredients (samples 11-14). The inks were then coated on
a PET substrate using a Meyer rod or blade coating.

The films were then heated in an oven in ambient atmo-
sphere at 100° C. for 10 min to dry the films. The properties
of'the films after heating are compared in Table 2. Films that
were formed from inks that included fusing solution had a
reduced resistance compared to films without fusing solu-
tions, which indicates fusing of the nanowires in the respec-
tive films. All of the samples exhibited good optical prop-
erties, but the samples with more dilute fusing solutions
exhibited slightly higher sheet resistance and greater haze.

TABLE 2
Ratio
Fusing Solution (Ink:Fusing Resistance

Sample or Ethanol Solution or Ethanol) (/) % TT Haze
1 — — 975 914 1.53
2 — — 956 915 1.38
3 Ethanol 3:1 730 91.7 1.06
4 Ethanol 3:1 785 91.7 111
5 Ethanol 3:1 1052 91.7 1.17
6  Ethanol 3:1 3941 91.8 1.12
7  Fusing Solution 3:1 80 91.7 1.21
8  Fusing Solution 3:1 71 91.6 1.19
9  Fusing Solution 3:1 76 91.6 1.21
10 Fusing Solution 3:1 71 91.6 1.27
11 Fusing Solution 4:1 126 915 1.24
12 Fusing Solution 4:1 90 91.6 1.33
13 Fusing Solution 4:1 106 91.6 1.24
14 Fusing Solution 4:1 85 91.6 1.36

Example 3 Effect of Different AgNW Samples

This example tests the suitableness of various AgNW
samples to act as an AgNW source for one ink systems.

AgNWs inks were created in deionized water using
AgNW from two different commercial sources (A and B).
The inks contained CBP as the binder as described above.
Fusing solutions or ethanol were then combined with some
samples each in a ratio of 3:1 AgNW ink to fusing solution
or ethanol by volume. The fusing solutions were composed
of between 0.05 mg/mL and 5.0 mg/ml metal ions with
between 8 pL/mL and 80 pL/mL of HNO, in ethanol. The
inks were then coated on a PET substrate using a Meyer rod
or blade coating.
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The films were then heated in an oven at 100° C. for 10
min to dry the films. The properties of the films after heating
are compared in Table 3. Films formed with AgNWs from
source A had higher sheet resistance when a fusing solution
was not used and a lower sheet resistance when a fusing
solution was used when compared to films made with
AgNWs from source B. However, films formed from inks
with AgNWs from source B had a greater transparency and

a lower haze.

TABLE 3

AgNW Fusing Solution Resistance

Source or Ethanol Q) % TT % Haze
A None 1903 91.5 146
A None 945 91.5 1.51
A Ethanol 1592 91.8 1.17
A Ethanol 1847 91.7 1.23
A Fusing Solution 117 91.7 1.26
A Fusing Solution 87 91.7 1.31
A Fusing Solution 82 91.8 1.20
A Fusing Solution 83 91.8 1.14
B None 376 92.0 1.23
B None 342 91.8 1.31
B Ethanol 633 92.2 0.91
B Ethanol 664 92.2 0.96
B Fusing Solution 115 92.1 1.07
B Fusing Solution 119 92.1 0.95
B Fusing Solution 123 92.2 0.96
B Fusing Solution 132 92.1 0.98

Example 4 Effect of Various Heavy Metal lons in a
One-Ink System

This example tests the effect of different heavy metal ions
on the Resistance, Transmittance and Haze of resulting films

in a one ink AgNW system.

Initial AgNWs dispersions comprised a solvent of isopro-
pyl alcohol. The stock inks contained CBP as binder and also
a wetting agent in water. A fusing solution was combined
with the ink in a ratio of 1:1 AgNW ink to fusing solution
by volume. The fusing solutions contained different metal
ions in ethanol as described above. The inks were then
coated on a PET substrate using a Meyer rod or blade

coating.

The films were then heated in an oven at 100° C. for 10
min to dry the films. The properties of the films after heating
are compared in Table 4. In general, films created with
special metal ions like Ni(Il) and Ag(]) in the fusing solution
had lower sheet resistances relative to control sample E,
while other metal ions (Co(Il) and Cu(Il)) did not exhibit

fusing behavior.
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TABLE 4
Fusing Solution Resistance
Sample (metal ion) (Q/O) % TT % Haze
A Cu(Il) 161 92.1 1.13
B Ni(II) 63 92.1 111
C Co(Il) 91 92.2 111
D Ag(l) 50 92.1 1.08
E EtOH 90 92.0 1.08

Example 5 Ink Formulation and Stability for Inks
without Acid

This example tests the effect of various formulations on
the stability of the ink and the other properties in a one ink
AgNW system.

Stock AgNWs inks were created in deionized water from
three different commercial sources (A, B, and C) to form the
base ink as described above. Results based on AgNWs from
a fourth supplier D are summarized below. Three different
solution compositions were formed from each of the three
stock inks, resulting in 18 distinct samples. The first solution
(#1) was created by mixing the stock ink with the fusing
solution immediately prior to coating. The fusing solution
contains between 0.05 mg/mL and 5.0 mg/mL silver ions in
ethanol and was added to the #1 solution in a ratio of 1:1,
stock ink to fusing solution by volume. The second solution
(#2) was created by mixing the stock ink with a metal ion
stock solution and storing until use. The metal ion stock
solution contains between 50 mg/mL and 200 mg/ml. metal
ions in deionized water. The amount of metal ions in the
blend of stock ink and stock metal ion solution was the same
as in first solution (#1). Immediately prior to coating,
ethanol was added to the #2 solution in a ratio of 1:1,
solution to ethanol by volume. The third solution (#3) was
formed by mixing the stock ink with fusion solution and
storing until use. The fusion solution contains between 0.05
mg/mL and 5.0 mg/ml metal ions in ethanol and was added
to the #3 solution in a ratio of 1:1, stock ink to fusion
solution by volume. The #3 solutions were stored and then
directly coated without any further mixing. The inks were
coated on a PET substrate using a Meyer rod or blade
coating. The stability of the inks is shown in FIG. 9. FIG. 9
depicts each of the solutions after being stored for two weeks
without mixing.

The films were then heated in an oven at 100° C. for 10
min to dry the films. The properties of the films after fusing
are compared in Table SA. These results confirm that low
sheet resistances indicating fusing of silver nanowires can
effectively take place without any added acid in the inks.
Excellent optical properties based on high % TT and low
haze were also observed. The nanowires supplied by Sup-
plier C resulted in films with somewhat greater haze. The
processing order did not significant alter the results sugges-

tive of a stable ink.
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TABLE 5A
Untreated Cured
Resistance  Untreated  Untreated  Resistance Cured Cured
Sample Ink (Q/O) % TT Haze Q) % TT Haze
1 #1-A >20K 92.0 0.86 56 91.6 1.05
2 #1-A >20K 91.9 0.88 57 91.5 1.06
3 #2-A >20K 91.9 0.90 58 91.4 1.11
4 #2-A >20K 91.9 0.85 56 91.4 1.08
5 #3-A 3435 91.9 0.88 66 91.5 1.05
6 #3-A 1280 91.9 0.90 54 91.5 1.05
7 #1-B 214 91.8 1.04 48 91.6 1.08
8 #1-B 192 91.8 1.02 48 91.6 1.05
9 #2-B 2985 91.7 0.93 49 91.7 0.99
10 #2-B 443 91.8 0.96 52 91.7 1.02
11 #3-B 335 91.8 0.98 52 91.7 0.99
12 #3-B 176 91.8 0.99 50 91.7 1.01
13 #1-C 396 91.8 1.19 70 91.6 1.28
14 #1-C 531 91.7 1.23 67 91.6 1.30
15 #2-C 796 91.7 1.27 56 91.5 1.33
16 #2-C 5331 91.7 1.27 57 91.6 1.37
17 #3-C 717 91.7 1.21 58 91.5 1.42
18 #3-C 1126 91.7 1.27 57 91.5 1.38

For AgNWs from the fourth supplier D, The solution was
created by mixing the stock ink with the fusing solution
immediately prior to coating. The fusing solution contains
between 0.05 mg/ml and 5.0 mg/ml. metal ions in ethanol
and was added to the solution in a ratio of 1:1, stock ink to
fusing solution by volume. Three different solutions were
prepared with mixing increasing metal ion concentrations

25

solution or ethanol by volume. The inks were then coated on
a PET substrate using a Meyer rod or blade coating.

The films were then heated in an oven at 100° C. for 10
min to dry the films. The properties of the films after fusing
are compared in Table 6. All of the films made with inks
containing fusing solution exhibited excellent properties.

C1<C2<C3. Films were then formed from these solutions as 3 TABLE 6
described above shortly after mixing the fusing solution with ] ] ]
the nanowire stock solutions. The results are presented in Fusing Solution  Resistance
: . p Binder or Ethanol [(*m)} TT % % Haze
Table 5B below. The transparent conductive films formed
with these nanowires had extremely low values of haze for Chitosan 1 Fusing Solution 577 91.6 1.01
. . . Chitosan 1 Fusing Solution 50.0 91.5 1.08
a particular value of sheet resistance. Correspondingly, at 35 . . .
; ) Chitosan 2 Fusing Solution 54.0 91.6 1.00
comparable values of sheet resistance as sample formed with Chitosan 2 Fusing Solution 50.3 91.6 1.03
nanowires A or B in Table 5A, values of haze are generally Chitosan 3 Fusing Solution 56.3 91.6 1.01
lower by 0.2% or more.
TABLE 5B
Untreated Cured
Resistance  Untreated  Untreated  Resistance Cured Cured
Sample Ink (Q/O) % TT Haze Q) % TT Haze
1 Cl1-1 368 92.1 0.80 55 91.9 0.83
2 C1-2 284 92.2 0.80 57 92.0 0.82
3 C2-1 1116 92.1 0.73 59 91.6 0.80
4 C2-2 438 92.2 0.72 63 91.7 0.81
5 C3-1 473 92.2 0.71 61 91.6 0.80
6 C3-2 324 92.2 0.73 57 91.6 0.82
50
Example 6 the Effect of Chitosan Binders in One TABLE 6-continued
Ink Formulations
. . . Fusing Solution Resistance
nns example te.sts the effect of chltosan blnfiers on the ., Binder or Ethanol @) TT% % Haze
resistance, transmittance, and haze in a one ink AgNW
system. ] ] ] ] Chitosan 3 Fusing Solution 53.0 91.6 1.03
i I(rinnal AgNZVS dlSpfﬁSlons Compfrl.sed a SOllve;n Olf(llelTOl?- Chitosan 4 Fusing Solution 64.0 917 096
1zed water and a small amount of 1sopropyl alcohol. The Chitosan 4 Fusing Solution 58.3 91.6 0.98
stock AgNW inks contained between 0.1 wt % and 0.3 wt % 60 ) ) )
. . o o Chitosan 5  Fusing Solution 55.0 91.5 1.04
silver nanowires, between 0.01 wt % and 0.1 wt % Chit S Fusine Soluti 83 ol6 Lol
. . tosan TSI olution . . i
LUVITEC® (commercially available from BASF) as a o e i
codispersant, between 0.3 wt % and 0.5 wt % chitosans of ¢ tosan 6 Fus%ng So ution 517 916 1.02
different grades as binder, and between 0.05 wt % and 0.1 wt Chitosan 6 Fusing Solution S1.0 916 1.03
Chitosan 6  Ethanol 916 90.9 1.25

% of a wetting agent. The inks were mixed with a fusing
solution between 0.5 mg/mL. and 5 mg/ml. metal ions in
ethanol or with ethanol solvent in a ratio of 1:1 ink to fusing
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Example 7 the Effect of a Blend of
Polyvinylpyrrolidone and CBP as a Binder

This example tests the effect of polyvinylpyrrolidone as a
binder on the resistance, transmittance, and haze in a one ink
AgNW system.

AgNWs inks were created in deionized water from two
difference commercial sources (A and B. The stock AgNW
inks contains between 0.1 wt % and 0.3 wt % silver
nanowires, between 0.3 wt % and 0.75 wt % CBP as binder,
between 0.01 wt % and 0.1 wt % polyvinylpyrrolidone
(PVP) as a dispersant/binder, and between 0.05 wt % and 0.1
wt % of a wetting agent. The inks were mixed with a fusing
solution containing between 0.5 mg/mL and 5 mg/ml. metal
ions in ethanol in a ratio of 1:1 by volume. The inks were
then coated on a PET substrate using a Meyer rod or blade
coating.

The films were then heated in an oven at 100° C. for 10
min to dry the films. The properties of the films after fusing
are compared in Table 7.

TABLE 7
Ink Resistance
Source PVP Source (Q/O) TT % % Haze

A PVP 55K 48.3 91.2 1.56
A PVP 55K 44.3 91.1 1.62
A PVP 360K 46.0 91.2 1.57
A PVP 360K 46.0 91.1 1.59
A PVP 40K 44.0 91.1 1.64
A PVP 40K 43.0 91.2 1.63
A PVP 10K 46.0 91.2 1.59
A PVP 10K 45.7 91.2 1.66
B PVP 55K 70.3 92.0 1.13
B PVP 55K 55.7 92.0 1.15
B PVP 360K 59.0 92.0 1.11
B PVP 360K 59.7 92.0 1.14
B PVP 40K 75.3 91.6 1.06
B PVP 40K 68.0 91.6 1.10
B PVP 10K 73.7 91.5 1.10
B PVP 10K 64.3 91.6 1.12

Example 8 Effect of Moisture on Film Performance

This example tests the effect of moisture during the drying
process on film performance.

The stock AgNW ink contains between 0.1 wt % and 0.30
wt % silver nanowires in isopropanol from source A. The
inks were mixed with a fusing solution containing between
0.5 mg/ml and 5 mg/mL metal ions in ethanol in a ratio of
1:1 by volume. Immediately prior to coating one additional
ink was mixed with ethanol in a ratio of 1:1, ink to ethanol.
The inks were then coated on a PET substrate using a Meyer
rod or blade coating.

The films were then heated in an oven at 85° C. with a
relative humidity of 60% for 20, 15, or 5 minutes, or at 130°
C. in a dry oven for 5 minutes to dry the films. The sheet
resistance of the films after drying under different conditions
is compared in FIG. 10. The introduction of humidity allows
for a reduction of both time and temperature to achieve the
same level of fusing (reduction in sheet resistance) for at
least some of the samples. The drying in the humid atmo-
sphere provided for improved fusing for these inks as
indicated by a reduction of sheet resistance.

Example 9 Robustness of Film by Adding UV
Curable Polymer to the Ink

This example tests the effect of UV curable polymer on
the robustness of the AgNW film.
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A base AgNW ink is created by mixing a AgNW ink with
a AgNW concentration of between 0.1 wt % and 0.3 wt %
in isopropanol with between 2 wt % and 7.5 wt % of a UV
curable polymer in propylene glycol methyl ether (PGME)
in a 4:1 ink to UV curable polymer ratio by volume. The inks
were mixed with a fusing solution containing a concentra-
tion C1 between 0.05 mg/ml and 0.5 mg/mlL. silver ions or
C2=10xC1 in ethanol in a ratio of 1:1 by volume. The inks
were then coated on a PET substrate using a Meyer rod
coating at a setting of 10 or 20.

The films were then cured using a UV conveyer. The
properties of the films are compared in Table 8. The intro-
duction of UV curable resins caused high haze in the
coatings, but resistance to abrasion after UV curing was
obviously much improved. The films formed without the
fusing solution had very high sheet resistance values. Thus,
these films with the UV curable composition mixed into the
fusing ink provides greater contrast in electrical resistance
between the films formed with the fusing solution and the
films formed without the fusing solution. The data further
show that the films with the UV curable composition mixed
into the fusing ink could exhibit remarkable thermal stabil-
ity. The base-coatings after UV curing showed no increase
in sheet resistance (R) over the original values (Ro) after a
treatment of 30 min in a 150° C. oven (Samples 4 and 6).

TABLE 8
R/Ro
Fusing Resistance (150° C.,
Sample  Solution  Rod Q) % TT Haze 30 min)
1 None 10 >200M 92.4 3.60 —
2 None 20 >200M 91.2 3.34 —
3 Cl 10 ~3,400 92.1 2.53 —
4 Cl 20 60 88.7 4.65 0.87
5 Cc2 10 143 91.2 2.16 —
6 Cc2 20 42 86.5 491 0.9

Example 10 Effect of Alcohol Free Fusing
Solutions

This example tests the effect of using alcohol free fusing
solutions on film performance.

The stock AgNW ink contained silver nanowires in iso-
propanol from source A, or in water from source B. The inks
contained between 0.05 wt % and 0.3 wt % AgNW. The inks
were mixed with a fusing solution in water in a ratio of 1:1
ink to fusing solution containing between 0.05 mg/ml. and
5.0 mg/mL metal ions by volume. Comparative samples
were prepared similarly with water instead of fusing solu-
tions. The inks were then coated on a PET substrate using a
Meyer rod or blade coating.

The films were then heated in an oven at 100° C. for 10
minutes to dry the films. The properties of the films after the
heating step are shown in Table 9. The use of fusing
solutions free of alcohol but with metal ions leads to
effective conductivity improvement in relation to the respec-
tive comparative examples, as indicated in Table 9 as
“Improvement”, expressed as percent of resistance reduc-
tion.
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TABLE 9
AgNW Fusing Resistance

Sample  Source Solution (QM11) Improvement % TT Haze
1 A H,O 94 — 91.8 1.08
2 A 1 (in H,0) 58 38% 91.7 1.11
3 A 2 (4 x conc 56 40% 91.6 1.14

of 1 in H,O)
4 B H,0 82 — 91.8 1.20
5 B 1 (in H,0) 60 27% 917 1.21
6 B 2 (4 x conc 64 21% 91.5 1.27

of 1 in H,O)

Example 11 Effect of Polyox as Binders on AgNW
Inks

This example tests the effect of Polyox binders in one ink
AgNW systems.

Initial AgNW's dispersions comprised a solvent of deion-
ized water and a small amount of isopropyl alcohol. The
AgNW inks have between 0.05 wt % and 0.25 wt % silver
nanowires. The inks also contained a binder of Polyox
(polyethylene oxide) in a concentration between 0.075 wt %
and 0.10 wt %, a wetting agent in a concentration between
0.10 wt % and 0.15 wt %. A fusing solution was added in a
ratio of 3:1 AgNW ink to fusing solution by volume. The
fusing solution contained between 0.05 mg/ml. and 5.0
mg/mL silver ions and between 15 ul./mL and 80 ul./mL of
HNO; in ethanol. The inks were then coated on a PET
substrate using a Meyer rod or blade coating.

The films were then heated in an oven at 80° C. for 10 min
to dry the films. The properties of the films after heating are
compared with films formed with CBP and with fusion
solution or with just EtOH as control in Table 10. In general,
the ink with the Polyox binder resulted in a low resistance
film when fusing solution was used indicating silver nanow-
ire fusing. With inks having the Polyox binder, the films
formed without the fusing solution had a high sheet resis-
tance.

TABLE 10
Fusing Resistance
Sample Binder Solution (Q/O) % TT % Haze

1 CBP-60SH-10k  — 203 92.0 1.05
2 CBP-60SH-10k  Yes 115 91.9 1.06
3 Polyox N16 — >20K 92 1.30
4 Polyox N16 Yes 185 91.9 1.36
5 Polyox N60 — >20K 92 1.19
6 Polyox N60 Yes 164 91.9 1.42
7 Polyox 310 — >20K 92.2 0.89
8 Polyox 310 Yes 1720 92.2 0.88

Example 12 Effect of Sodium Metal Ions in a
One-Ink System

This example tests the effect of sodium metal ions on the
Transmittance and Haze in a one ink AgNW system.

Initial AgNW's dispersions comprised a solvent of deion-
ized water and a small amount of isopropyl alcohol. The inks
contained CBP as the binder as described above. Fusing
solutions containing between 0.05 mg/ml. and 5.0 mg/ml.
metal ions or ethanol were then combined with some
samples each in a ratio of 3:1 AgNW ink to fusing solution
or ethanol by volume. The fusing solutions were composed
of metal ions (Na or Ag) with HNO; in ethanol. The fusing
solutions were added in two concentrations, the initial
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concentration of <1 wt %, or a concentration ten times (10x)
the initial concentration. The inks were then coated ona PET
substrate using a Meyer rod or blade coating.

The films were then heated in an oven at 100° C. for 10
min to dry the films. The properties of the films after fusing
are compared in Table 11. The results suggest that the films
formed with the sodium ions in the fusing solution did not
exhibit fusing, while the films formed with the silver ions
did undergo fusing.

TABLE 11
Fusing Solution Resistance (Q/)) % TT % Haze
1 Na(lx) 107 92.0 0.98
2 Na (10x) 1078 92.3 1.81
3 Ag(1x) 55 91.9 1.01
4 Ag(10%) 46 91.6 1.28

The embodiments above are intended to be illustrative
and not limiting. Additional embodiments are within the
claims. In addition, although the present invention has been
described with reference to particular embodiments, those
skilled in the art will recognize that changes can be made in
form and detail without departing from the spirit and scope
of the invention. Any incorporation by reference of docu-
ments above is limited such that no subject matter is
incorporated that is contrary to the explicit disclosure herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A metal nanowire ink comprising an aqueous solvent,
from about 0.001 wt % to about 4 wt % metal nanowires,
from about 0.00025 to about 0.5 wt % metal ions, and
fluoride anions.

2. The metal nanowire ink of claim 1 wherein the aqueous
solvent comprises from about 5 wt % to about 60 wt % liquid
alcohol.

3. The metal nanowire ink of claim 2 wherein the liquid
alcohol is ethanol.

4. The metal nanowire ink of claim 1 wherein a pH of the
ink is at least about 3 pH units.

5. The metal nanowire ink of claim 1 wherein a pH of the
ink is from about 5.5 to about 7.5 pH units.

6. The metal nanowire ink of claim 1 further comprising
from about 0.05 wt % to about 5 wt % solid hydrophilic
polymer binder soluble in the aqueous solvent.

7. The metal nanowire ink of claim 1 wherein the hydro-
philic polymer binder comprises a polymeric polyol.

8. The metal nanowire ink of claim 1 wherein the hydro-
philic polymer binder comprises a polysaccharide.

9. The metal nanowire ink of claim 1 wherein the hydro-
philic polymer binder comprises a cellulose based polymer
or chitosan based polymer.

10. The metal nanowire ink of claim 1 wherein the metal
nanowires comprise silver nanowires and the metal ions
comprise silver ions.

11. The metal nanowire ink of claim 10 comprising from
about 0.01 wt % to about 2 wt % of the silver nanowires, and
from about 0.001 to about 0.2 wt % of the silver ions, and
the metal nanowire ink further comprising from about 0.1 wt
% to about 2 wt % of a polysaccharide polymer binder.

12. The metal nanowire ink of claim 1 wherein the metal
ions and the fluoride anions are provided as silver fluoride.

13. The metal nanowire ink of claim 1 comprising about
0.0001 to about 0.1 wt % fluoride ions.

14. The metal nanowire ink of claim 1 wherein no visible
settling can be observed after one hour of sitting without
stirring.
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15. The metal nanowire ink of claim 1 further comprising
from about 0.01 wt % to about 2.5 wt % curable binder.
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