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57 ABSTRACT

An engine system is provided, including an engine having a
water jacket, a circulation system that circulates coolant
through the water jacket, and a controller. The circulation
system includes a radiator passage including a heat
exchanger, a bypass passage bypassing the heat exchanger,
a flow rate control device, and a thermally-actuated valve
connected to the radiator passage and that opens to allow the
coolant to pass through the heat exchanger. When an engine
load is below a first load, the controller controls the flow rate
control device to adjust the coolant flow rate flowing
through the water jacket according to the load, by closing the
radiator passage and adjusting the coolant flow rate flowing
through the bypass passage. When the load is above the first
load, the controller controls the flow rate control device so
that the coolant flows through each of the radiator passage
and the bypass passage.

20 Claims, 10 Drawing Sheets

391
F k{.‘
% 51
X
SPCC 314 311
2 % MRPCI
% HGOI 312
LOW MIDDLE HIGH -

SPEED



U.S. Patent Nov. 7, 2023 Sheet 1 of 10 US 11,808,200 B2




US 11,808,200 B2

Sheet 2 of 10

Nov. 7, 2023

U.S. Patent

1 3AWATIONINGD [QL. oy
v~ INYI000 i L0} N Tnoow
! ONITIONIND ADD
........................................................... L
o IATYA 4O , A Jrormm mﬁwzmm@zmmmaﬁ L ONG
¢6l 901~ 3vncom onmimaizo : dO1vH= 190V GNS
“ SUNLYHTAINEL LA !
DAL BN 1 RTe TR - — col STTIIIIIITT | HOSNIS TIONY INVEO o PINS
YN 31n00m oNINIREL3 |
i It
Q7 | ~| ASNYHOIN ONLLYS3c0 | SUONNOLSNENOS HOSNTS TINSSTHA | s
4 IATVA LSNYHX b0l T WIANITADNI ~ENS
N NV Q0T |
NSINVHOTN ONILYHId0 |, ' oNIYINOTYO QYOT i HOSNIS UNLYUIANEL | g
ECL~ " gawamivin e e e r e e HALYM ONZ ~ONS
£01 AT 101 - .
ze1~d omasves ke ; > ; ) NSNS LIVNGL] | e
LnoEo 41 Avonan ndo
161~ HOLO3MN A a4
¢
00

\



U.S. Patent Nov. 7, 2023 Sheet 3 of 10 US 11,808,200 B2

301
s‘f
R ¢
(_xg BN
-
SPCCT 314 311
o § MRCI 313
S 8
g}} HCCH 312
=3
LOW MIDDLE HIGH
SPEED

FIG. 3



U.S. Patent

31a

}
{

US 11,808,200 B2

Nov. 7,2023 Sheet 4 of 10
71 191
! !
HEATER e EGR/C S 30
31b
ETH )
EGRAY ' o e 2%
i«t?z, 192 31

i
{

s

RADIATOR &

i
{

27

FIG. 4



US 11,808,200 B2

Sheet 5 of 10

Nov. 7, 2023

U.S. Patent

KA N AN SR SO SN AN S KOS PN, NSO NN SO N, SO0 Y M, A SN

NS

N




US 11,808,200 B2

Sheet 6 of 10

Nov. 7, 2023

U.S. Patent

9 'Old

IS0 TONIO © IATYA GALYNLOV-ATIVINSIHL
: \ 350710 HOVSSYd HOLVIOYY
zmmm%w%mmmnwwmm%% N0 FOVSSYd SSYdAY

< D

(=21 dN-Wvi 1IN

45070 ‘HOVEEYd HOLVIOYY

5070 FOVESYd WO Lyidvy

NTA0 3OVSSVd SSYdAS <
IS LI dN-Nekr i 4T H

Lé
w
avy -
8¢ | |
29 4 41y iz
L “Nor g
LG —~5 H (o
4 b wl—c ’ T s&. muw. ’
"4 I 3 ¢ A
/ 3
08 4 M. IATYA v M, IATYA
Az 1vIHf P 403 Plusiyanl—
m\ “ »\s ™~
0 £8 0¢ ¢8

e e o e o
H i
N 3

48010 HOYSSYd SOVdAR
(L1}

) 3UNLYHINEL MOT
e e
N
;
¢
IATYA ps

o3 Poualvan

K
18



US 11,808,200 B2

Sheet 7 of 10

Nov. 7, 2023

U.S. Patent

Cad s &2 4 3
O | S, O
te A L ¥
= w L | M
! 86 & AN A I & oo
3 0ol e : S : 4/
m MG% Py W J
< 8 } :
12 A\ | i
M for g ;
SN m MOG.\W ‘
© 5 | !
| st :
230 ]
e :z:zW ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, ,w ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, y ,,,,,, \ ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, o
2 1/
. e e e sm.iiw <<<<<<<<<<<<<<< SNV W |
I\
5 ey
L o B A\
= St I
= -
2 5! \
<y §
e e | et I \ |
o p  — L
oY =
o ALV MO " ALY MO LINSUID . FHNIYEIANEL ) FHNLYHI4NEL TV
=< fas; e INYI000 Ww HIBAYHD NOLLSNGW0D

s HIGH

LOAD

LOW €



U.S. Patent Nov. 7, 2023 Sheet 8 of 10 US 11,808,200 B2

581 f
kN ACQUIRE
SENSOR VALUE

96
583 v 2
AN PERFORM PERFORM PERFORM
FULL WARM-UP HALF WARM-UP CONTROL, LOW-TEMPERATURE CONTROL,
CONTROL OPEN BYPAGS PASSAGE, AND | | CLOSE BYPASS PASSAGE, AND
; CLOSE RADIATOR PASSAGE CLOSE RADIATOR PASSAGE

v |

" RETURN



U.S. Patent Nov. 7, 2023 Sheet 9 of 10 US 11,808,200 B2

FULL WARM-UP
CONTROL
S81
CALCULATE ~
TARGET LOAD
582
L ;zij// BO
YES
583 $88
A ¥ . /
CLOSE RADIATOR ADJUST FLOW RATES OF ADJUST FLOW RATES OF
PASSAGE, BYPASS PASSAGE AND BYPASS PASSAGE AND
AND ADJUST FLOW RATE RADIATOR PASSAGE RADIATOR PASSAGE
OF BYPASS PASSAGE 30 THAT WALL TEMP 50 THAT COOLANT TEMP
BECOMES CONSTANT BECOMES CONSTANT

¥ |

RETURN )



U.S. Patent

Nov. 7,2023 Sheet 10 of 10
| ?} 191

3? & { /
( HEATER k& EGR/C e

3ib

ETB }
EGRAV
~171, 192

US 11,808,200 B2

¥




US 11,808,200 B2

1
ENGINE SYSTEM

TECHNICAL FIELD

The disclosed technology relates to an engine system.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

JP2016-128652A discloses a cooling device for an
engine. This cooling device has a radiator path which
circulates coolant between the engine and a radiator, and a
radiator bypass path which bypasses the radiator and circu-
lates the coolant. In the radiator bypass path, an ATF warmer
which warms a heater core of an air-conditioner and lubri-
cation oil of an automatic transmission is disposed.

The cooling device has a rotary flow rate control valve.
The rotary flow rate control valve opens and closes the
radiator path and the radiator bypass path according to a
rotational position of a rotary valve body. Further, the rotary
flow rate control valve has a radiator path connecting
passage and a thermostat valve allocation passage. The
radiator path connecting passage is connected to the radiator
path. A thermostat valve is provided to the thermostat valve
allocation passage. When opening the thermostat valve, the
coolant flows into the radiator path from the thermostat
valve allocation passage.

When the engine is warm with the coolant at a tempera-
ture above a given temperature, the rotary flow rate control
valve rotates the rotary valve body to a rotational position
where the coolant flows into each of the radiator bypass path
and the thermostat valve allocation passage. Since the ther-
mostat valve opens while the engine is warm, the coolant
flows into the radiator path from the thermostat valve
allocation passage.

When the temperature of the coolant further increases, the
rotary flow rate control valve rotates the rotary valve body
to a rotational position where the coolant flows to all of the
radiator bypass path, the thermostat valve allocation pas-
sage, and the radiator path connecting passage. Further, the
rotational position of the rotary valve body is adjusted so
that a flow rate of the coolant to the radiator path increases
as a temperature of the coolant, an engine load, and/or an
engine speed increase.

The combustion chamber becomes high in the tempera-
ture after the engine has been fully warmed up. In order to
cool the combustion chamber, a passage through which the
coolant cooled by the radiator flows (a so-called “water
jacket”) is provided to a part around the combustion cham-
ber, such as a cylinder bore and a cylinder head, which
constitute the engine body, which is also provided to the
cooling device disclosed in JP2016-128652A.

Meanwhile, in the engine combustion control, the tem-
perature inside the combustion chamber (in-cylinder tem-
perature) is one of the important factors. The in-cylinder
temperature requires a more precise control as the combus-
tion control becomes more advanced. For example, in order
to stably control compression ignition combustion, it is
necessary to accurately control the in-cylinder temperature
at a temperature higher than that of spark ignition combus-
tion. In addition, since the heat generated inside the com-
bustion chamber varies according to the engine load, the
in-cylinder temperature also varies.

In the in-cylinder temperature control, a wall temperature
of the combustion chamber is one of the important factors.
It is demanded that the wall temperature of the combustion
chamber is adjusted with good response to the change in the
engine load.
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2

The cooling device disclosed in JP2016-128652A lowers
the temperature of the coolant by increasing the flow rate of
the coolant which flows through the radiator path, when the
temperature of the coolant becomes high. When the tem-
perature of the coolant changes, the heat exchanging quan-
tity between the coolant and the combustion chamber
changes. If the heat exchanging quantity is changed accord-
ing to the heat generated inside the combustion chamber, the
wall temperature of the combustion chamber can be
adjusted.

However, since the calorific capacity of the coolant is
large, it requires a long period of time to change the
temperature of the coolant. It is difficult for the temperature
adjustment of the coolant to adjust the wall temperature of
the combustion chamber with good response to the change
in the engine load.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

The technology disclosed herein adjusts a wall tempera-
ture of a combustion chamber with high response according
to a load of an engine.

The present inventers have completed the technology
disclosed herein by paying attention to the adjustment of the
wall temperature of the combustion chamber by changing a
flow rate of coolant which flows through a water jacket to
change a heat transfer coefficient between the coolant and
the combustion chamber, without changing a temperature of
the coolant.

According to one aspect of the present disclosure, an
engine system is provided, which includes an engine having
a water jacket formed around a combustion chamber, a
circulation system that is attached to the engine and circu-
lates coolant through the water jacket, and a controller
configured to control the circulation system according to an
operating state of the engine. The circulation system
includes a radiator passage including a heat exchanger, a
bypass passage bypassing the heat exchanger, a flow rate
control device that adjusts a flow rate of coolant flowing
through the water jacket by adjusting a flow rate of coolant
flowing through each of the radiator passage and the bypass
passage, and a thermally-actuated valve that is connected to
the radiator passage and opens to allow the coolant to pass
through the heat exchanger. The controller is electrically
connected to the flow rate control device. The controller
controls the flow rate control device to adjust the flow rate
of the coolant flowing through the water jacket according to
a load of the engine, by closing the radiator passage and
adjusting the flow rate of the coolant flowing through the
bypass passage, when the load is below a first load. The
controller controls the flow rate control device so that the
coolant flows through each of the radiator passage and the
bypass passage, when the load is above the first load.

According to this configuration, the coolant passing
through the water jacket of the engine exchanges heat with
the combustion chamber. The coolant circulates through the
water jacket by the circulation system.

The circulation system includes the thermally-actuated
valve which opens when the coolant reaches a given tem-
perature. When the thermally-actuated valve opens, part of
the coolant passes through the heat exchanger, and thus, the
coolant temperature decreases. By the thermally-actuated
valve, the coolant temperature is maintained at a specific
temperature corresponding to a valve-opening temperature
of the thermally-actuated valve.

When the load is below the first load, the flow rate control
device closes the radiator passage, and thus the coolant flows
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through the bypass passage. Further, the flow rate control
device adjusts the flow rate of the coolant. Therefore, the
flow rate of the coolant which flows through the water jacket
changes. The flow rate of the coolant can be changed by the
flow rate control device more promptly compared with the
temperature of the coolant. Thus, the flow rate control device
can adjust the flow rate of the coolant which flows through
the water jacket with high response to the change of the load.

As the flow rate of the coolant which flows through the
water jacket becomes lower, the heat transfer coefficient
decreases, and as the flow rate of the coolant which flows
through the water jacket increases, the heat transfer coeffi-
cient increases. The heat generated inside the combustion
chamber changes according to the engine load. Therefore,
since the controller changes, through the flow rate control
device, the flow rate of the coolant which flows through the
water jacket according to the engine load, the engine system
can adjust the wall temperature of the combustion chamber
with high response.

When the load is above the first load, the heat generated
inside the combustion chamber relatively increases. The
controller makes the coolant flow through each of the
radiator passage and the bypass passage through the flow
rate control device. For example, by increasing the flow rate
of the coolant which flows through the radiator passage, the
coolant temperature decreases. When the load is above the
first load, the wall temperature of the combustion chamber
becomes suitable.

When the load is below the first load, the controller may
increase the flow rate of the coolant flowing through the
water jacket as the load increases.

As the engine load increases, the heat generated inside the
combustion chamber also increases. As the load increases,
the flow rate of the coolant flowing through the water jacket
increases, and thus, the heat transfer coefficient increases.
The wall temperature of the combustion chamber is main-
tained at the suitable temperature.

When the load is above the first load, the controller may
adjust a temperature of the coolant flowing through the
water jacket according to the load by adjusting the flow rate
of the coolant flowing through the bypass passage and the
flow rate of the coolant flowing through the radiator passage.

When the flow rate of the coolant which flows through the
radiator passage increases, the coolant temperature
decreases. Although the heat generated inside the combus-
tion chamber also increases as the load increases, the wall
temperature of the combustion chamber becomes suitable by
adjusting the temperature of the coolant flowing through the
water jacket according to the load.

When the load is above the first load, the controller may
reduce the flow rate of the coolant flowing through the
bypass passage, and increase the flow rate of the coolant
flowing through the radiator passage, as the load increases.

When the flow rate of the coolant flowing through the
radiator passage increases, the coolant temperature
decreases. By reducing the coolant temperature when the
load is high and the heat generated inside the combustion
chamber is also high, the wall temperature of the combustion
chamber becomes suitable. On the other hand, when the flow
rate of the coolant flowing through the radiator passage
decreases, the coolant temperature increases. By increasing
the coolant temperature when the load is low and the heat
generated inside the combustion chamber is low, the wall
temperature of the combustion chamber becomes suitable.

When the load is above the first load, the controller may
set the flow rate of the coolant flowing through the water
jacket at a maximum flow rate.
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When the load becomes above the first load, the heat
generated inside the combustion chamber increases. By
making the flow rate of the coolant flowing through the
water jacket the maximum flow rate, the wall temperature of
the combustion chamber becomes suitable when the heat
generated inside the combustion chamber is high.

Both when the load is below the first load and when the
load is above the first load, the controller may maintain the
wall temperature of the combustion chamber at a constant
temperature.

The ideal wall temperature of the combustion chamber
when the engine load is low, does not necessarily match with
the ideal wall temperature of the combustion chamber when
the engine load is high. Changing the wall temperature of the
combustion chamber according to the load is ideal. How-
ever, since the calorific capacity of the wall part of the
combustion chamber is large, it is difficult to change the
temperature of the wall part of the combustion chamber in
a short period of time.

According to this configuration, both when the load is
below the first load and when the load is above the first load,
the wall temperature of the combustion chamber is main-
tained at a permissible specific temperature. More specifi-
cally, when the load is below the first load, while maintain-
ing the temperature of the coolant constant by using the
thermally-actuated valve, the flow rate of the coolant which
flows through the water jacket is adjusted according to the
load, and therefore, the wall temperature of the combustion
chamber can be maintained at the specific temperature. On
the other hand, when the load is above the first load, by
adjusting the flow rate of the coolant which flows through
the bypass passage and the flow rate of the coolant which
flows through the radiator passage so that the temperature of
the coolant which flows through the water jacket is adjusted
according to the load, the wall temperature of the combus-
tion chamber can be maintained at the same specific tem-
perature. As a result, even when the engine load becomes
below the first load or above the first load, the wall tem-
perature of the combustion chamber becomes suitable.

When the load is above the first load, the controller may
lower a temperature of the coolant flowing through the water
jacket to a temperature below a valve-opening temperature
of the thermally-actuated valve.

When the load is high, the heat generated inside the
combustion chamber is large. By relatively lowering the
temperature of the coolant flowing through the water jacket,
the wall temperature of the combustion chamber becomes
suitable.

When the load is low, the heat generated inside the
combustion chamber is small. When the load is below the
first load, the coolant temperature is defined by the valve-
opening temperature of the thermally-actuated valve as
described above. By setting the valve-opening temperature
of the thermally-actuated valve at the relatively high tem-
perature, the temperature of the coolant flowing through the
water jacket relatively increases, and thus, the wall tempera-
ture of the combustion chamber becomes suitable.

When the load is above the first load and below a second
load, the controller may increase the flow rate of the coolant
flowing through the radiator passage to lower the tempera-
ture of the coolant flowing through the water jacket as the
load increases. When the load is above the second load, the
controller may increase the flow rate of the coolant flowing
through the radiator passage to maintain the temperature of
the coolant flowing through the water jacket constant as the
load increases.
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When the load is above the first load and below the second
load (i.e., a middle load), the temperature of the coolant
flowing through the water jacket decreases as the load
increases. The wall temperature of the combustion chamber
can be maintained at a constant temperature with respect to
the load increase. When the load is above the second load
(i.e., a high load), the temperature of the coolant flowing
through the water jacket becomes constant as the load
increases. The wall temperature of the combustion chamber
becomes suitable.

The engine may have a spark plug that forcibly ignites an
air-fuel mixture. When the load is below the first load, the
air-fuel mixture inside the combustion chamber may com-
bust without the forcible ignition of the spark plug, and
when the load is above the first load, the air-fuel mixture
inside the combustion chamber may combust by the forcible
ignition of the spark plug.

When the air-fuel mixture inside the combustion chamber
combusts without the forcible ignition (i.e., combusts by
self-ignition), the wall temperature of the combustion cham-
ber likely becomes low because the thermal efficiency of the
engine improves. However, in view of stabilizing the com-
bustion, it is preferable to maintain the wall temperature of
the combustion chamber at a relatively high temperature. As
described above, it may be configured so that, by setting the
valve-opening temperature of the thermally-actuated valve
at the relatively high temperature, the temperature of the
coolant flowing through the water jacket relatively
increases, and the wall temperature of the combustion cham-
ber becomes high.

As described above, the flow rate of the coolant which
flows through the water jacket is adjusted according to the
load. By this, the heat transfer coefficient changes corre-
sponding to the heat generated inside the combustion cham-
ber, and the wall temperature of the combustion chamber is
maintained at the suitable temperature.

When the air-fuel mixture inside the combustion chamber
combusts by the forcible ignition, the wall temperature of
the combustion chamber becomes relatively higher due to
the thermal efficiency being lowered, and the wall tempera-
ture of the combustion chamber being excessively high may
cause abnormal combustion, such as knocking. Thus, when
the air-fuel mixture combusts by the forcible ignition, the
controller controls the flow rate control device so that the
coolant flows into each of the radiator passage and the
bypass passage. In this manner, the coolant temperature
relatively decreases, and the wall temperature of the com-
bustion chamber becomes suitable.

The flow rate control device may be installed at a location
branching into the bypass passage and the radiator passage,
or a location where the bypass passage and the radiator
passage are joined. The circulation system may further have
a connecting passage connecting the bypass passage to the
radiator passage. The thermally-actuated valve may open
and close the connecting passage.

According to this configuration, while the radiator pas-
sage is closed, when the coolant temperature increases and
the thermally-actuated valve opens, the coolant flows to the
radiator passage from the bypass passage. Thus, the coolant
temperature decreases. By this thermally-actuated valve, the
coolant temperature can be maintained at the given tem-
perature.

The flow rate control device may be installed at a location
branching into the bypass passage and the radiator passage,
or a location where the bypass passage and the radiator
passage are joined. The circulation system may further have
a connecting passage bypassing the flow rate control device
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and connecting the water jacket to the radiator passage. The
thermally-actuated valve may open and close the connecting
passage.

According to this configuration, while the radiator pas-
sage is closed by the flow rate control device, when the
coolant temperature increases and the thermally-actuated
valve opens, the coolant bypasses the flow rate control
device and flows to the radiator passage. Thus, the coolant
temperature decreases. Also in this case, by this thermally-
actuated valve, the coolant temperature can be maintained at
the given temperature.

The flow rate control device may include a housing
provided with a first port that is connected to the bypass
passage, a second port that is connected to the radiator
passage, and a third port that communicates with each of the
first port and the second port. The flow rate control device
may include a rotary valve body rotatably accommodated in
the housing, intervening between the first port, the second
port, and the third port, and having a first water flow opening
that communicates with the first port and a second water
flow opening that communicates with the second port. The
flow rate control device may further include an actuator that
rotates the rotary valve body to change openings of the first
water flow opening and the second water flow opening so as
to adjust the flow rate of the coolant which flows through
each of the first port and the second port.

The flow rate control device having the rotary valve body
can selectively close the bypass passage and/or the radiator
passage, and can adjust the flow rate of the bypass passage
and the flow rate of the radiator passage. The engine system
provided with the flow rate control device can realize the
flow rate adjustment of the water jacket described above
with the simple configuration.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an exemplary engine system.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of the exemplary engine system.

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary control map of the engine
system.

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary circulation system.

FIG. 5 illustrates an exemplary flow rate control device.

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary control of the circulation
system.

FIG. 7 illustrates an exemplary control of the circulation
system.

FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary control procedure of the
circulation system.

FIG. 9 illustrates an exemplary control procedure of the
circulation system.

FIG. 10 illustrates an exemplary circulation system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
DISCLOSURE

Hereinafter, one embodiment of an engine system is
described with reference to the accompanying drawings.
The engine system described herein is merely illustration.

Example Configuration of Engine System

FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate one example of a configuration of
an engine system 1. The engine system 1 is mounted on an
automobile. The engine system 1 is provided with an engine
10 which is an internal combustion engine. When the engine
10 operates, the automobile travels. Note that the automobile
may be an automobile on which only the engine 10 is
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mounted as a propelling power source, or may be a hybrid
vehicle on which the engine 10 and an electric motor are
mounted.

The engine 10 is provided with a cylinder block 11 and a
cylinder head 12. A plurality of cylinders 13 are formed in
the cylinder block 11. The engine 10 is a multi-cylinder
engine.

The plurality of cylinders 13 are lined up along a crank-
shaft 14 (also see FIG. 4). A piston 15 is inserted in each
cylinder 13. The piston 15 is coupled to the crankshaft 14 via
a connecting rod 151. The piston 15, the cylinder 13, and the
cylinder head 12 form a combustion chamber 16.

An intake port 121 which communicates with each cyl-
inder 13 is formed in the cylinder head 12. An intake valve
122 disposed at the intake port 121 opens and closes the
intake port 121. An intake valve operating mechanism 123
(see FIG. 2) opens and closes the intake valve 122 at a given
timing. The intake valve operating mechanism 123 is a
variable valve operating mechanism which can vary a valve
timing and/or a valve lift.

An exhaust port 124 which communicates with each
cylinder 13 is formed in the cylinder head 12. An exhaust
valve 125 disposed at the exhaust port 124 opens and closes
the exhaust port 124. An exhaust valve operating mechanism
126 opens and closes the exhaust valve 125 at a given
timing. The exhaust valve operating mechanism 126 is a
variable valve operating mechanism which can vary a valve
timing and/or a valve lift.

An injector 131 is attached to the cylinder head 12 for
every cylinder 13. The injector 131 injects fuel directly into
the cylinder 13. A spark plug 132 is attached to the cylinder
head 12 for every cylinder 13. The spark plug 132 forcibly
ignites an air-fuel mixture inside the cylinder 13.

An intake passage 17 is connected to one side surface of
the engine 10. The intake passage 17 communicates with the
intake port 121. A throttle valve 171 is disposed at the intake
passage 17. The throttle valve 171 adjusts an introducing
amount of air into the cylinder 13. An exhaust passage 18 is
connected to the other side surface of the engine 10. The
exhaust passage 18 communicates with the exhaust port 124.

An exhaust gas recirculation (EGR) passage 19 is con-
nected between the intake passage 17 and the exhaust
passage 18. The EGR passage 19 recirculates part of exhaust
gas to the intake passage 17. An EGR cooler 191 is disposed
at the EGR passage 19. The EGR cooler 191 cools the
exhaust gas. An EGR valve 192 is disposed at the EGR
passage 19. The EGR valve 192 adjusts a flow rate of
exhaust gas which flows through the EGR passage 19.

The engine system 1 is provided with an ECU (Engine
Control Unit) 100 for operating the engine 10. The ECU 100
is a controller based on a well-known microcomputer, which
includes a CPU (Central Processing Unit) 101, memory 102,
and an I/F (interface) circuit 103. The CPU 101 executes a
program. The memory 102 is, for example, comprised of
RAM (Random Access Memory) and/or ROM (Read Only
Memory), and stores the program and data. The I/F circuit
103 inputs and outputs an electric signal. The ECU 100 is
one example of a controller.

The ECU 100 is connected to various kinds of sensors
SN1-SNS5. The sensors SN1-SN5 output signals to the ECU
100. The sensors include the following sensors:

First water temperature sensor SN1: It outputs a signal
corresponding to a temperature of coolant which flows
into the engine 10, in a circulation system 91 of the
coolant (described later);
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Second water temperature sensor SN2: It is attached to the
engine 10, and outputs a signal corresponding to a
temperature of coolant which flows inside the engine
10;

In-cylinder pressure sensor SN3: It is attached to the
cylinder head 12, and outputs a signal corresponding to
a pressure inside each cylinder 13;

Crank angle sensor SN4: It is attached to the engine 10,
and outputs a signal corresponding to a rotation angle
of the crankshaft 14; and

Accelerator opening sensor SN5: It is attached to an
accelerator pedal mechanism, and outputs a signal
corresponding to an operating amount of the accelera-
tor pedal.

The ECU 100 determines an operating state of the engine
10 based on the signals from the sensors SN1-SN5, and then
calculates a controlled variable of each device according to
control logic defined beforehand. The control logic is stored
in the memory 102. The control logic includes calculating
targeted amounts and/or controlled variables by using a map
stored in the memory 102. The ECU 100 outputs electric
signals according to the calculated controlled variables to
the injector 131, the spark plug 132, the intake valve
operating mechanism 123, the exhaust valve operating
mechanism 126, the throttle valve 171, the EGR valve 192,
and a coolant control valve 4 (described later).

In more detail, the ECU 100 has a load calculating module
104, a combustion mode determining module 105, a water
temperature determining module 106, and a CCV control-
ling module 107 executed by the CPU 101 to perform their
respective functions. These modules are stored in the
memory 102 as software modules.

The load calculating module 104 calculates a target load
of'the engine 10 based on the output signal of the accelerator
opening sensor SN5. The combustion mode determining
module 105 determines an operating range of the engine 10
in a base map 301 (described later, see FIG. 3) based on the
load of the engine 10 and the output signal of the crank angle
sensor SN4, and determines a combustion mode correspond-
ing to the operating range. The water temperature determin-
ing module 106 determines a temperature of coolant which
flows through a water jacket 20 (see FIG. 4) around the
combustion chamber 16 based on the output signal of the
second water temperature sensor SN2. The CCV controlling
module 107 cools the engine 10 by controlling the coolant
control valve 4 according to the operating state of the engine
10.

(Engine Operation Control Map)

FIG. 3 illustrates the base map 301 according to the
control of the engine 10. The base map 301 is stored in the
memory 102 of the ECU 100. The illustrated base map 301
is for a case of the engine 10 being fully warmed up.

The base map 301 is defined by the load and engine speed
of the engine 10. The base map 301 is roughly divided into
four ranges according to the load and the engine speed. In
more detail, a first range 311 includes a range from the low
load to high load at a high speed, and a range of the high load
at a low speed and a middle speed. A second range 312 is a
low-load range at the low speed and the middle speed. A
third range 313 is a range from the low load to the middle
load at the low speed and the middle speed. A fourth range
314 is a range from the middle load to the high load at the
low speed and the middle speed. Note that the low-speed
range, the middle-speed range, and the high-speed range
may be a low-speed range, a middle-speed range, and a
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high-speed range when the entire operating range of the
engine 10 is divided in the engine speed direction into three
substantially equal ranges.

Next, operation of the engine 10 in each range is briefly
described. The ECU 100 determines the operating range
according to the target load for the engine 10 and the engine
speed of the engine 10, and the ECU 100 changes the
open-and-close operation of the intake valve 122 and the
exhaust valve 125, the fuel injection timing, and the exis-
tence of the forcible ignition, according to the determined
operating range. Therefore, the combustion mode of the
engine 10 changes between SI (Spark Ignition) combustion,
HCCI (Homogeneous Charge Compression Ignition) Com-
bustion, MPCI (Multiple Premixed fuel injection Compres-
sion Ignition) combustion, and SPCCI (Spark Controlled
Compression Ignition) combustion.

(SI Combustion)

When the operating state of the engine 10 is in the first
range 311, the ECU 100 carries out flame propagation
combustion of the air-fuel mixture inside the cylinder 13.
The intake valve operating mechanism 123 opens the intake
valve 122 at a given timing and/or by a given lift, and the
exhaust valve operating mechanism 126 opens the exhaust
valve 125 at a given timing and/or by a given lift. The
injector 131 injects fuel into the cylinder 13 during an intake
stroke and/or a compression stroke. The spark plug 132
ignites the air-fuel mixture near a compression top dead
center.

(HCCI Combustion)

When the operating state of the engine 10 is in the second
range 312, the ECU 100 carries out compression ignition
combustion of the air-fuel mixture inside the cylinder 13.
The intake valve operating mechanism 123 opens the intake
valve 122 at a given timing and/or by a given lift, and the
exhaust valve operating mechanism 126 opens the exhaust
valve 125 at a given timing and/or by a given lift. The
injector 131 injects fuel into the cylinder 13 during an intake
stroke. The spark plug 132 does not ignite the air-fuel
mixture. The air-fuel mixture carries out compression self-
ignition and combusts near a compression top dead center.
(MPCI Combustion)

When the operating state of the engine 10 is in the third
range 313, the ECU 100 carries out compression ignition
combustion of the air-fuel mixture inside the cylinder 13.
The intake valve operating mechanism 123 opens the intake
valve 122 at a given timing and/or by a given lift, and the
exhaust valve operating mechanism 126 opens the exhaust
valve 125 at a given timing and/or by a given lift. The
injector 131 injects fuel into the cylinder 13 during an intake
stroke and a compression stroke. The injector 131 performs
a divided injection. The spark plug 132 does not ignite the
air-fuel mixture. The air-fuel mixture carries out compres-
sion self-ignition and combusts near a compression top dead
center.

By the divided injection, the air-fuel mixture inside the
cylinder 13 becomes heterogeneous. In this regard, the
MPCI combustion differs from the HCCI combustion in
which a homogeneous air-fuel mixture is formed. The MPCI
combustion allows a control of a timing of the compression
self-ignition when the load of the engine 10 is relatively
high.

(SPCCI Combustion)

When the operating state of the engine 10 is in the fourth
range 314, the ECU 100 carries out flame propagation
combustion of part of the air-fuel mixture inside the cylinder
13, and carries out compression ignition combustion of the
remaining air-fuel mixture. The intake valve operating
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mechanism 123 opens the intake valve 122 at a given timing
and/or by a given lift, and the exhaust valve operating
mechanism 126 opens the exhaust valve 125 at a given
timing and/or by a given lift. The injector 131 injects fuel
into the cylinder 13 during a compression stroke. The spark
plug 132 ignites the air-fuel mixture near a compression top
dead center. The air-fuel mixture starts flame propagation
combustion. The temperature inside the cylinder 13
becomes high due to generation of combustion heat, and the
pressure inside the cylinder 13 increases due to flame
propagation. Accordingly, unburnt mixture gas carries out,
for example, compression self-ignition after a compression
top dead center to start combustion. The flame propagation
combustion and the compression ignition combustion prog-
ress in parallel after the compression ignition combustion is
started.

(Configuration of Circulation System)

Next, a configuration of the circulation system 91 which
the engine system 1 has is described with reference to FIG.
4. The circulation system 91 is a device which is attached to
the engine 10 and circulates the coolant through the water
jacket 20.

The water jacket 20 is formed inside the engine 10. The
water jacket 20 constitutes a circuit which is connected to
the circulation system 91 and through which the coolant is
circulated as well as the circulation system 91. The water
jacket 20 has an in-block jacket 21 and an in-head jacket 22.
The in-block jacket 21 is formed in the cylinder block 11 so
that it spreads along the outer circumference of each cylin-
der 13.

The in-head jacket 22 is formed in the cylinder head 12.
The in-head jacket 22 communicates with the in-block
jacket 21 (see broken lines in FIG. 4). The in-head jacket 22
has a first jacket 224 and a second jacket 225. The first jacket
22a and the second jacket 2256 are independent from each
other.

The first jacket 224 is formed so that it extends along an
upper part of a plurality of lined-up combustion chambers
16. The coolant which flows through the first jacket 22a
mainly exchanges heat (mainly, cools) with the combustion
chamber 16. In detail, the coolant which flows through the
first jacket 22a exchanges heat with the atmosphere inside
the combustion chamber 16 via a wall surface of the
combustion chamber 16.

The second jacket 225 is formed so that it extends along
a circumference part of the exhaust ports 124 of the plurality
of lined-up cylinders 13. The coolant which flows through
the second jacket 225 mainly exchanges heat (mainly, cools)
with the exhaust port 124 where hot exhaust gas flows.

A water pump 3 is installed in the cylinder block 11, at an
end of the engine 10 (inflow-side end part 10a). The water
pump 3 constitutes a part of the circulation system 91.

The water pump 3 is a mechanical pump in which a
rotation shaft of the pump is connected with the crankshaft
14 of the engine 10 via a pulley, a belt, etc. The water pump
3 operates by a driving force of the engine 10. Note that the
water pump 3 may be an electric rotary pump which can
operate independently from the engine 10.

The in-block jacket 21 is connected with a discharge port
3a of the water pump 3 via a coolant introducing passage 23.
Therefore, the coolant discharged from the water pump 3
flows into the in-block jacket 21 through the coolant intro-
ducing passage 23. The coolant which flowed into the
in-block jacket 21 flows into the in-head jacket 22. In detail,
it dividedly flows into the first jacket 22a and the second
jacket 226b.
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The coolant control valve (CCV) 4 (an example of a “flow
rate control device” in the disclosed art) is installed in the
cylinder head 12, at an end (outflow-side end part 1054)
opposite from the inflow-side end part 10a of the engine 10.
The coolant control valve 4 constitutes a part of the circu-
lation system 91.

A third port 65 (see FIG. 5) of the coolant control valve
4 is connected with the first jacket 224 via a first coolant
deriving passage 24. Therefore, the coolant which flows
through the first jacket 22a flows out of the engine 10
through the first coolant deriving passage 24, and flows into
the coolant control valve 4 (the details of the coolant control
valve 4 will be described later).

A second coolant deriving passage 25 which communi-
cates with the second jacket 225 is formed in a part of the
outflow-side end part 105, on the exhaust side of the cylinder
head 12. Therefore, the coolant which flows through the
second jacket 226 flows out of the engine 10 through the
second coolant deriving passage 25, and flows into a second
circulation flow passage 31 (described later).

A third coolant deriving passage 26 which communicates
with the in-block jacket 21 is formed in a part of the
outflow-side end part 105, on the intake side of the cylinder
block 11. Therefore, part of the coolant which flows through
the in-block jacket 21 flows out of the engine 10 through the
third coolant deriving passage 26, and flows into a third
circulation flow passage 41 (described later).

The circulation system 91 includes, in addition to the
water pump 3 and the coolant control valve 4 which are
described above, a radiator 27 (an example of a “heat
exchanger” in the disclosed art), and a thermally-actuated
valve (thermostat valve) 28. Further, the engine system 1
including the circulation system 91 roughly includes, as
passages through which the coolant is circulated, a second
circuit 30, a third circuit 40, and a first circuit 50.
(Second Circuit)

The second circuit 30 has the second circulation flow
passage 31 which is provided with a passage which branches
into two (a first branch passage 31a and a second branch
passage 315). In the first branch passage 31a, the EGR
cooler 191 and a heater 71 are disposed. The heater 71 is
built into an air-conditioner which adjusts air inside a
vehicle cabin. In the second branch passage 3154, the throttle
valve (Electric Throttle Body: ETB) 171 and the EGR valve
192 are disposed. An upstream end of the second circulation
flow passage 31 is connected to the second coolant deriving
passage 25. A downstream end of the second circulation flow
passage 31 is connected to a suction port 35 of the water
pump 3 in a state where it is joined to the first circuit 50 and
the third circuit 40.

Inside of the engine 10, the in-block jacket 21, the second
jacket 22b, and the second coolant deriving passage 25
constitute a passage of the second circuit 30. Therefore, in
the second circuit 30, coolant which flowed through the
in-block jacket 21 and the second jacket 226 among the
coolant discharged from the water pump 3 dividedly flows
into the first branch passage 31a and the second branch
passage 31b. Then, it returns to the water pump 3 after being
joined.

The coolant which flows through the second circuit 30
exchanges heat with the engine 10 (mainly, with the exhaust
port 124). Further, it also exchanges heat with the EGR
cooler 191, the heater 71, the throttle valve 171, and the
EGR valve 192.

(Third Circuit)

The third circuit 40 has the third circulation flow passage

41 in which an oil cooler 72 and an automatic transmission
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fluid (ATF) heat exchanger 73 are installed. The oil cooler 72
is installed in a system which circulates and supplies lubri-
cating oil to the engine 10. The ATF heat exchanger 73 is
installed in a system which circulates and supplies hydraulic
fluid of an automatic transmission. An upstream end of the
third circulation flow passage 41 is connected to the third
coolant deriving passage 26. A downstream end of the third
circulation flow passage 41 is connected to the suction port
354 of the water pump 3 in a state where it is joined to the first
circuit 50 and the second circuit 30.

Inside of the engine 10, the in-block jacket 21 and the
third coolant deriving passage 26 constitute a passage of the
third circuit 40. Therefore, in the third circuit 40, among the
coolant discharged from the water pump 3, part of the
coolant which flows through the in-block jacket 21 flows
through the third circulation flow passage 41 and returns to
the water pump 3. The coolant which flows through the third
circuit 40 exchanges heat with the oil cooler 72 and the ATF
heat exchanger 73.

(First Circuit)

The first circuit 50 has a bypass passage 51, a connecting
passage 52, and a radiator passage 53. Inside of the engine
10, the in-block jacket 21, the first jacket 224, and the first
coolant deriving passage 24 constitute a passage of the first
circuit 50.

The passage of the first circuit 50 branches to the bypass
passage 51 and the radiator passage 53 at the coolant control
valve 4. The downstream ends of the bypass passage 51 and
the radiator passage 53 are connected to the suction port 35
of the water pump 3 in a state where they are joined to the
second circuit 30 and the third circuit 40.

The radiator 27 is provided to the radiator passage 53. The
radiator 27 is installed behind a front grille of the automo-
bile. The coolant which flows through the radiator 27
exchanges heat mainly with outside air flow caused by the
automobile traveling. The coolant radiates the heat and is
cooled by flowing through the radiator passage 53.

Therefore, the radiator passage 53 cools, by the radiator
27, the coolant which is discharged from the water pump 3
and is heated by exchanging heat while flowing through the
in-block jacket 21 and the first jacket 224, and recirculates
it to the in-block jacket 21 and the first jacket 22a.

The bypass passage 51 is a passage which bypasses the
radiator passage 53. The bypass passage 51 is shorter than
the radiator passage 53. Only the thermally-actuated valve
28 is provided to the bypass passage 51. The thermally-
actuated valve 28 is connected by the radiator passage 53 via
the connecting passage 52 in a state where the upstream side
and the downstream side of the bypass passage 51 always
communicate with each other.

Therefore, the bypass passage 51 recirculates to the
in-block jacket 21 and the first jacket 22a the coolant which
was discharged from the water pump 3 and exchanged heat
while flowing through the in-block jacket 21 and the first
jacket 22a, without cooling the coolant by the radiator 27.

The thermally-actuated valve 28 is a known device which
opens and closes at a high temperature set beforehand. The
thermally-actuated valve 28 has a valve body which is
biased in a closing direction by an elastic force of a spring.
The thermally-actuated valve 28 opens and closes by the
valve body being displaced according to an action of wax.
The thermally-actuated valve 28 of the engine system 1 is set
so that its valve-opening temperature is higher than a
valve-opening temperature of a conventional thermally-
actuated valve.

When the thermally-actuated valve 28 opens, the bypass
passage 51 communicates the radiator passage 53 via the
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connecting passage 52. Therefore, when the thermally-
actuated valve 28 opens, part of the coolant which flows
through the bypass passage 51 passes through the connect-
ing passage 52, and flows into the radiator passage 53.
(Coolant Control Valve)

FIG. 5 illustrates the coolant control valve 4. The coolant
control valve 4 is a valve which can adjust a flow rate of the
coolant, and is comprised of a housing 60, a rotary valve
body 61, and an actuator 62.

A cylindrical flow-dividing chamber 60a is provided
inside the housing 60. The cylindrical rotary valve body 61
is rotatably accommodated in the flow-dividing chamber
60a. A first port 63 and a second port 64 are formed in the
housing 60 so that they extend radially outward from a given
position in an outer circumference of the flow-dividing
chamber 60a. The first port 63 is connected to the bypass
passage 51. The second port 64 is connected to the radiator
passage 53.

One end of the flow-dividing chamber 60q is opened. This
opening constitutes the third port 65 through which the
coolant flows into the flow-dividing chamber 60a. Further,
the housing 60 is attached to the cylinder head 12 so that the
third port 65 is coaxially connected to the first coolant
deriving passage 24. Therefore, a circumferential wall of the
rotary valve body 61 intervenes between the third port 65
and each of the first port 63 and the second port 64.

A first water flow opening 61a and a second water flow
opening 615 are formed at given positions of the circum-
ferential wall of the rotary valve body 61. The first water
flow opening 61« has a length in the circumferential direc-
tion longer than the second water flow opening 615, and has
a relatively large opening area. Depending on the rotational
position of the rotary valve body 61, the third port 65
communicates or does not communicate with the first port
63 and the second port 64 via the first water flow opening
61a and the second water flow opening 615, respectively.
Further, when communicating with the ports, an opening
between each of the first port 63 and the second port 64 and
the third port 65 varies depending on the rotational position
of the rotary valve body 61.

The other end of the flow-dividing chamber 60q is sealed
with a closure wall 66. The actuator 62 is accommodated
inside the housing 60, on the opposite side of the flow-
dividing chamber 60a with respect to the closure wall 66. A
rotation shaft 62a of the actuator 62 projects into the
flow-dividing chamber 60a through a shaft hole which opens
at the center of the closure wall 66. The rotary valve body
61 is attached via support arms 625 to the rotation shaft 62a
projected into the flow-dividing chamber 60a. The ECU 100
outputs a control signal to the actuator 62. By the ECU 100
controlling the actuator 62, the rotary valve body 61 is
rotated.

Returning to FIG. 4, the first water temperature sensor
SN1 is disposed at a passage where the first circuit 50, the
second circuit 30, and the third circuit 40 join and flow into
the water pump 3. The second water temperature sensor SN2
is disposed at the first jacket 22a. The first water temperature
sensor SN1 measures a temperature of coolant which flows
into the engine 10. The second water temperature sensor
SN2 measures a temperature of coolant which flows into the
water jacket 20 (more accurately, into the first jacket 22a).
These sensors SN1 and SN2 are utilized for a coolant control
and a combustion control. For example, when performing
the advanced combustion control, the second water tempera-
ture sensor SN2 is utilized for estimating the wall tempera-
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ture of the combustion chamber 16. The second water
temperature sensor SN2 is utilized for controlling the actua-
tor 62.

In this circulation system 91, the ECU 100 controls the
coolant control valve 4 based on the measurement of the
second water temperature sensor SN2. This adjusts a flow
rate of the coolant which flows through the first circuit 50
(i.e., the bypass passage 51 and the radiator passage 53).
Note that the flow of the coolant in the connecting passage
52 is automatically adjusted by the thermally-actuated valve
28.

The coolant which flows through the circulation system
91 is mainly cooled by the radiator 27 installed in the
radiator passage 53. The temperature of the coolant is
adjusted.

That is, the main object of the circulation system 91 is the
first circuit 50. The flow rate and the temperature of the
coolant in each of the second circuit 30 and the third circuit
40 change according to an adjustment of the flow rate and
the temperature of the coolant in the first circuit 50. In this
circulation system 91, although the first circuit 50 is essen-
tial, the second circuit 30 and the third circuit 40 are not
essential.

(How Coolant Flows)

As described above, the coolant which flows through the
first jacket 22a mainly exchanges heat with the wall part of
the combustion chamber 16 to cool the wall part of the
combustion chamber 16. In this engine system 1, a plurality
of ways for the coolant to flow are set according to the
temperature of the coolant which flows through the first
jacket 22a (the measurement of the second water tempera-
ture sensor SN2) in order to stably and efficiently perform
the combustion control of the engine 10. FIG. 6 illustrates a
flowing state of each circuit in the engine system 1 according
to the temperature of the coolant.

In the coolant control valve 4, the actuator 62 is controlled
to adjust the flow rate of the coolant which flows through
both the first port 63 and the second port 64. That is, the
opening of each of the first water flow opening 61a and the
second water flow opening 615 is changed so that the rotary
valve body 61 is at the given rotational position.

“Low Temperature” is a so-called state during “cold
start,” such as immediately after the engine 10 is started.
“Low Temperature” is a state where a temperature t of the
coolant which flows through the first jacket 224 is below a
first switching temperature t11 (for example, 40° C.). “Full
Warm-up” is a state where the engine 10 is warmed up to a
temperature suitable for operation, and is a so-called state
after “warmed up.” “Full Warm-up” is a state where the
temperature t of the coolant which flows through the first
jacket 22a is at or above a second switching temperature t12
(for example, 80° C.). “Half Warm-up” is a state between
“Low Temperature” and “Full Warm-up” (i.e., it is a tran-
sition state). “Half Warm-up” is a state where the tempera-
ture t of the coolant which flows through the first jacket 22a
is at or above the first switching temperature t11 and below
the second switching temperature t12, and it is a state where
the coolant temperature t is from 40° C. to 80° C.

As illustrated by a left state 81 in FIG. 6, the coolant
neither flows into the bypass passage 51 nor the radiator
passage 53 during “Low Temperature” (both the flow rates
are zero). That is, in the first circuit 50, the circulation of the
coolant is not performed. At this time, in the coolant control
valve 4, the rotary valve body 61 is set at a rotational
position where both the first port 63 and the second port 64
do not communicate with the third port 65.
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Since the coolant does not flow into the radiator passage
53, the coolant will not be cooled by the radiator 27.
Therefore, the coolant rises promptly in the temperature.
Further, the combustion chamber 16 is not cooled by the
circulation of the coolant. The combustion chamber 16 can
be promptly heated by the combustion heat. Since the engine
10 promptly rises to the temperature state suitable for
combustion, fuel efficiency can be improved. At this time,
the coolant discharged from the water pump 3 circulates
through the second circuit 30 and the third circuit 40.

As illustrated by a center state 82 in FIG. 6, during “Half
Warm-up,” although the coolant flows into the bypass pas-
sage 51, the coolant does not flow into the radiator passage
53 (the flow rate of the radiator passage 53 is zero). That is,
in the first circuit 50, the coolant only circulates through the
bypass passage 51. At this time, in the coolant control valve
4, the rotary valve body 61 is set at a rotational position
where only the first port 63 communicates with the third port
65. The opening of the first water flow opening 61a is fully
open, for example.

Since the coolant does not flow into the radiator passage
53, the coolant promptly rises in the temperature. On the
other hand, since the coolant flows into the bypass passage
51, the coolant flows into the first jacket 22a. The bypass
passage 51 is short. Further, since the coolant control valve
4 is set to be fully opened, most of the coolant flows through
the bypass passage 51 and the first jacket 22a.

The combustion chamber 16 can be promptly heated by
the circulating coolant. Since the coolant is circulated, the
combustion chamber 16 and its circumference can be heated
uniformly. Since the engine 10 promptly rises to the tem-
perature state suitable for combustion, fuel efficiency can be
improved.

Note that, at this time, the remainder of the coolant
discharged from the water pump 3 circulates through the
second circuit 30 and the third circuit 40 (similar during
“Full Warm-up”). The temperature of the coolant during
“Half Warm-up” is lower than the valve-opening tempera-
ture of the thermally-actuated valve 28. Therefore, the
thermally-actuated valve 28 is in a fully closed state. Part of
the coolant will not flow into the radiator passage 53 from
the bypass passage 51.

During “Full Warm-up,” the engine 10 reaches the tem-
perature state suitable for combustion. The engine 10 after
fully warmed up changes the combustion mode according to
the load and the engine speed, as described above. This
engine system 1 controls the circulation system 91 so that
the wall temperature of the combustion chamber 16 becomes
a temperature suitable for the combustion mode. During
“Full Warm-up,” the state 82 illustrated in the center of FIG.
6 and a state 83 illustrated in the right of FIG. 6 are switched
according to the operating state of the engine 10. The state
82 is a state where the bypass passage 51 is opened and the
radiator passage 53 is closed, as described above. However,
since the temperature of the coolant rises during “Full
Warm-up,” the coolant may flow through the radiator pas-
sage 53 by the thermally-actuated valve 28 being opened, as
will be described later. The state 83 is a state where the
circulation of the coolant is performed using the entire first
circuit 50 by opening both the bypass passage 51 and the
radiator passage 53.

In more detail, during “Full Warm-up,” as illustrated by
the center state 82, in the coolant control valve 4, the rotary
valve body 61 is set at a rotational position so that the first
port 63 communicates with the third port 65, and the second
port 64 does not communicate with the third port 65.
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Further, according to the load of the engine 10, the flow rate
of'the coolant is adjusted at the first port 63 (bypass passage
51).

During “Full Warm-up,” as illustrated by the right state
83, the coolant flows into both the bypass passage 51 and the
radiator passage 53. In that case, in the coolant control valve
4, the rotary valve body 61 is set at a rotational position so
that both the first port 63 and the second port 64 commu-
nicate with the third port 65. Further, according to the load
of the engine 10, the flow rate of the coolant is adjusted at
both the first port 63 (bypass passage 51) and the second port
64 (radiator passage 53).

(How Coolant Flows when Fully Warmed Up)

FIG. 7 illustrates a concrete example of how the coolant
flows when fully warmed up. In FIG. 7, charts (A) to (D)
illustrate changes in main properties according to the load of
the engine 10.

Chart (A) illustrates change G1 in the flow rate of the
coolant which passes through the coolant control valve 4,
and change G2 in the flow rate of the coolant which passes
through the radiator passage 53. Chart (B) illustrates the
details of the change in the flow rate of the coolant which
flows through the first circuit 50, that is, change G3 in the
flow rate of the coolant which flows into the bypass passage
51 from the coolant control valve 4, change G4 in the flow
rate of the coolant which flows through the connecting
passage 52, and change G5 in the flow rate of the coolant
which flows into the radiator passage 53 from the coolant
control valve 4.

Chart (C) illustrates change G6 in the temperature of the
coolant which flows through the first jacket 22a, and change
G7 in the temperature of the coolant which flows into the
water pump 3. In other words, changes in the measurements
of the second water temperature sensor SN2 and the first
water temperature sensor SN1 are illustrated. Chart (D)
illustrates change G8 in the wall temperature of the com-
bustion chamber 16.

The load range of the engine 10 is divided, in association
with the control of the coolant, into three ranges comprised
of a range below a first load L1, a range above a second load
L2, and a range above the first load [.1 and below the second
load L.2. Each chart of FIG. 7 corresponds to the case where
the engine speed of the engine 10 is the low speed or the
middle speed. The range below the first load L1 roughly
corresponds to a range where the engine 10 performs HCCI
combustion or MPCI combustion. The range above the
second load [.2 roughly corresponds to a range where the
engine 10 performs SI combustion. The range above the first
load L1 and below the second load [.2 roughly corresponds
to a range where the engine 10 performs SPCCI combustion.
Note that the first load L1 and the second load .2 may or
may not be in agreement with the load at which the com-
bustion mode is switched.

Further, in this engine system 1, the flow rate control of
the coolant is performed in the range below the first load L1,
and the temperature control of the coolant is performed in
the range above the first load L1 and below the second load
L2. Therefore, in the range where the load of the engine 10
is low and middle, the wall temperature of the combustion
chamber 16 is maintained to a specific constant temperature
(see G8).

That is, in order to realize the compression self-ignition
combustion without forcible ignition, like HCCI combustion
or MPCI combustion, it is necessary to accurately control
the temperature inside the combustion chamber 16 (in-
cylinder temperature) at a temperature higher than SI com-
bustion. On the other hand, SPCCI combustion is combus-
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tion accompanied by forcible ignition though part of the
air-fuel mixture combusts by compression ignition, and the
temperature inside the combustion chamber 16 is permitted
to be lower than that of HCCI combustion or MPCI com-
bustion. On the contrary, if the temperature inside the
combustion chamber 16 is too high, the air-fuel mixture may
carry out self-ignition before forcible ignition is performed,
or a rate of the self-ignition combustion may become too
large in the SPCCI combustion where flame propagation
combustion and self-ignition combustion are combined.
That is, if the temperature inside the combustion chamber 16
is too high, stable SPCCI combustion will not be realized.

Therefore, it is ideal to change the wall temperature of the
combustion chamber 16 according to the switching of the
combustion mode. However, since the calorific capacity of
the wall part of the combustion chamber 16 is large, it is
difficult to change the wall temperature of the combustion
chamber 16 with sufficient response to the switching of the
combustion mode or the change in the load. Thus, in the
range from the low load to the middle load, the engine
system 1 maintains the wall temperature of the combustion
chamber 16 at the specific constant temperature. This spe-
cific temperature is an intermediate temperature between an
optimal temperature for HCCI combustion or MPCI com-
bustion and an optimal temperature for SPCCI combustion,
is a temperature permissible in the execution of HCCI
combustion or MPCI combustion, and is a temperature also
permissible in the execution of SPCCI combustion. Even if
the combustion mode is switched or the load is changed, the
wall temperature of the combustion chamber 16 becomes a
suitable temperature by maintaining the wall temperature of
the combustion chamber 16 at the constant temperature.

However, if the load of the engine 10 is low, the com-
bustion heat increases in general, and if the load of the
engine 10 increases, the combustion heat decreases in gen-
eral. In order to maintain the constant wall temperature of
the combustion chamber 16 regardless of the load of the
engine 10, it is necessary to adjust the heat exchanging
quantity by the coolant with high response to the occurring
combustion heat.

For example, in order to adjust the heat exchanging
quantity, it is possible to adjust the temperature of the
coolant according to the load of the engine 10. However,
since the calorific capacity of the coolant is large, it requires
a long period of time to raise or lower the temperature of the
coolant. It is difficult to adjust the temperature of the coolant
with high response to the change in the load of the engine 10.

Thus, this engine system 1 adjusts the flow rate of the
coolant which flows through the first port 63 and the first
jacket 22a by using the coolant control valve 4 according to
the load of the engine 10, while keeping the temperature of
the coolant constant at a given temperature. Since the
adjustment of the flow rate can be changed with high
response, the heat transfer coefficient by the coolant can be
adjusted with high response against the occurring combus-
tion heat, and, as a result, the wall temperature of the
combustion chamber 16 can be maintained constant.
(Range Below First Load 1)

As illustrated in FIG. 7, in the range below the first load
L1, the coolant control valve 4 adjusts the flow rate of the
coolant which flows through the bypass passage 51 without
the coolant flowing to the radiator passage 53 (see G3, G5).

Since the radiator passage 53 is closed, the temperature of
the coolant is determined by a valve-opening temperature of
the thermally-actuated valve 28. The valve-opening tem-
perature of the thermally-actuated valve 28 is set at a
comparatively high temperature. The temperature of the

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18

coolant which flows through the first jacket 224 is constant
at a first target temperature t21, regardless of the load (see
G6). The first target temperature 121 is a temperature near
the reliability limit temperature of the engine 10. By setting
the temperature of the coolant at the comparatively high
temperature, in the range below the first load L1, the wall
temperature of the combustion chamber 16 can be main-
tained at the comparatively high temperature (that is, a target
temperature tw). When the wall temperature of the combus-
tion chamber 16 is high, it is advantageous to stabilize the
compression self-ignition combustion without forcible igni-
tion like HCCI combustion or MPCI combustion. Note that,
in the example of the drawing, in the range below the first
load L1, the temperature of the coolant which flows into the
engine 10 gradually rises as the load of the engine 10
increases (see G7).

In the range below the first load .1, the coolant control
valve 4 adjusts the flow rate so that the flow rate of the
coolant which flows through the bypass passage 51 becomes
less when the load of the engine 10 is low, and the flow rate
of the coolant which flows through the bypass passage 51
becomes more when the load of the engine 10 is high.

At this time, in the coolant control valve 4, the actuator 62
is controlled so that the rotary valve body 61 is located at a
rotational position where the third port 65 does not com-
municate with the second port 64 and the third port 65
communicates with the first port 63. Further, according to
the load of the engine 10, the opening between the third port
65 and the first port 63 is adjusted.

Note that, in the range below the first load L1, the flow
rate of the coolant which flows through the connecting
passage 52 when the thermally-actuated valve 28 is opened
changes corresponding to the change in the flow rate of the
coolant which flows through the bypass passage 51 (see G4).

Here, in the example of the drawing, although the load of
the engine 10 and the flow rate of the coolant have a linear
relationship, it is not limited to the linear relationship.

The flow rate of the coolant which flows through the first
jacket 22a corresponds to the flow rate of the coolant which
flows through the bypass passage 51. Therefore, when the
load of the engine 10 is low, the flow rate of the coolant
which flows through the first jacket 22a is small, and when
the load of the engine 10 is high, the flow rate of the coolant
which flows through the first jacket 22a is large. In the
example of FIG. 7, when the load of the engine 10 is the first
load L1, the flow rate of the coolant which flows through the
first jacket 22a becomes the maximum flow rate (see G1).
Note that when the load of the engine 10 is the first load 1,
the flow rate of the coolant which flows through the first
jacket 22a may be below the maximum flow rate.

When the flow rate of the coolant which flows through the
first jacket 22a is small, the heat transfer coefficient with the
combustion chamber 16 falls. Therefore, even if the com-
bustion heat decreases, the wall temperature of the combus-
tion chamber 16 can be adjusted to a high temperature.
When the flow rate of the coolant which flows through the
first jacket 224 is large, the heat transfer coefficient with the
combustion chamber 16 increases. Therefore, even if the
combustion heat increases, the wall temperature of the
combustion chamber 16 can be adjusted to a low tempera-
ture.

In this way, while maintaining the temperature of the
coolant constant by using the thermally-actuated valve 28
(see G6), the flow rate of the coolant which flows through
the first jacket 22a is fluctuated using the coolant control
valve 4 with high response according to the load of the
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engine 10 (see G1, G3). Therefore, the wall temperature of
the combustion chamber 16 can be held constant at the target
temperature tw (see G8).

(Range Above First Load L1 and Below Second Load [.2)

The flow rate of the coolant which flows through the
coolant control valve 4 (i.e., the flow rate of the coolant
which flows through the first circuit 50) reaches an upper
limit at the first load L1 (see G1). That is, the flow rate
control cannot be performed at the load above the first load
L1. Thus, in the range above the first load L1 and below the
second load L2, the temperature control of the coolant is
performed. The wall temperature of the combustion cham-
ber 16 is held at the target temperature tw by gradually
allowing the coolant which flows through the bypass pas-
sage 51 to flow to the radiator passage 53 as the load of the
engine 10 increases, to cool the coolant.

In detail, in a state where the flow rate of the coolant
which flows through the first circuit 50 is held at the
maximum flow rate, the coolant control valve 4 gradually
increases the flow rate of the coolant which flows through
the radiator passage 53, while gradually reducing the flow
rate of the coolant which flows through the bypass passage
51, as the load of the engine 10 increases (see G1, G2, G3,
and G5). In the range above the first load L1 and below the
second load L2, the coolant control valve 4 adjusts the
temperature of the coolant which flows through the first
jacket 22a by adjusting the flow rate of the coolant which
flows through the radiator passage 53. Note that if the load
of the engine 10 is above the first load .1, the flow rate of
the coolant which flows through the radiator passage 53
exceeds the flow rate of the coolant which flows through the
bypass passage 51. The load of the engine 10 at which the
flow rate is reversed changes according to the operating
environments of the engine 10 (for example, ambient tem-
perature, wind quantity during the vehicle traveling, etc.).

The coolant control valve 4 controls the actuator 62 so
that the rotary valve body 61 is located at a rotational
position where the third port 65 communicates with both the
first port 63 and the second port 64. Further, according to the
load of the engine 10, the opening between the third port 65
and each of the first port 63 and the second port 64 is
adjusted.

Thus, the temperature of the coolant which flows through
the first jacket 22a and the temperature of the coolant which
flows into the engine 10 become lower as the load of the
engine 10 increases (see G6 and G7). When the load of the
engine 10 increases to increase the combustion heat, since
the temperature of the coolant which flows through the first
jacket 22a is low even if the flow rate of the coolant is
constant, the cooling quantity by the coolant which flows
through the first jacket 22a can be maintained. Further, since
the flow rate of the coolant which flows through the first
circuit 50 is the maximum flow rate, it is advantageous to
cool the combustion chamber 16. As a result, also in the
range above the first load L1 and below the second load .2,
the wall temperature of the combustion chamber 16 can be
held at the target temperature tw (see G8).

In order to suppress the excessive rise in the temperature
of the combustion chamber 16, in this cooling system, a
second target temperature t22 (for example, 88° C.) lower
than the first target temperature t21 is set as a target
temperature of the coolant which flows through the first
jacket 22a. The temperature control is performed until the
temperature of the coolant which flows through the first
jacket 22a reaches the second target temperature t22.

Note that, as illustrated in G5 of FIG. 7, when the
temperature of the coolant reaches the second target tem-
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perature 122, the flow rate of the coolant which flows
through the radiator passage 53 is below the maximum flow
rate. If the flow rate of the coolant which flows through the
radiator passage 53 is further increased, the temperature of
the coolant can be further reduced. That is, even if the load
of the engine 10 exceeds L2, it is possible to maintain the
wall temperature of the combustion chamber 16 at the target
temperature tw.

Thus, the engine system 1 can maintain the wall tempera-
ture of the combustion chamber 16 constant over the wide
range from the low load to the middle load of the engine 10,
by the combination of the flow rate control and the tem-
perature control. Since the wall temperature of the combus-
tion chamber 16 is maintained at the suitable temperature
even if the combustion mode is switched between HCCI
combustion, MPCI combustion, and SPCCI combustion
corresponding to the change in the load of the engine 10,
each combustion is stably performed.

The coolant control valve 4 having the rotary valve body
61 can selectively close the bypass passage 51 and/or the
radiator passage 53, and can adjust the flow rate of the
bypass passage 51 and the flow rate of the radiator passage
53. The engine system 1 provided with the coolant control
valve 4 can realize the flow rate adjustment of the water
jacket 20 described above with the simple configuration.

Note that in the range above the first load L1 and below
the second load L2, the coolant which flows into the radiator
passage 53 through the connecting passage 52 gradually
decreases and will not flow as the load of the engine 10
increases (see G4). In detail, the temperature of the coolant
which flows into the bypass passage 51 from the coolant
control valve 4 gradually decreases from the first target
temperature t21. In connection with it, the temperature of the
coolant which flows through the thermally-actuated valve 28
also decreases. Therefore, in the range above the first load
L1 and below the second load 1.2, the thermally-actuated
valve 28 gradually closes, and it will become fully closed.
Therefore, the coolant which flows into the radiator passage
53 through the connecting passage 52 gradually decreases,
and will not flow.

Although in the example of FIG. 7 a proportional rela-
tionship exists between the flow rate reduction of the coolant
which flows through the bypass passage 51 and the flow rate
increase of the coolant which flows through the radiator
passage 53, there is no necessity of being the proportional
relationship. In the range above the first load L1 and below
the second load L2, the flow rate of the coolant which flows
through the coolant control valve 4 may be below the upper
limit.

(Range Above Second Load 1.2)

In the range above the second load [.2, the adjustment is
performed in the coolant control valve 4 so that the tem-
perature of the coolant which flows through the first jacket
22a is held at the second target temperature t22. In detail, the
actuator 62 is controlled, and the adjustment is made so that
the opening between the third port 65 and the second port 64
becomes large, and the opening between the third port 65
and the first port 63 becomes small, as the load of the engine
10 increases. Thus, the coolant which flows through the
radiator passage 53 gradually increases, and the coolant
which flows through the bypass passage 51 gradually
decreases (see G3 and G5). By doing so, the temperature of
the coolant which flows through the first jacket 224 can be
held at the second target temperature t22 (see G6).
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In the range where SI combustion is performed, it
becomes possible to suppress abnormal combustion, such as
knocking, by relatively lowering the temperature of the
coolant.

In the range above the first load L1 and below the second
load L2, in order to maintain the wall temperature of the
combustion chamber 16 constant, the temperature of the
coolant which flows through the first jacket 224 is positively
lowered as the load of the engine 10 increases. Therefore,
with respect to the increase in the load of the engine 10, a
degree of change in the flow rate of the coolant which flows
into the bypass passage 51 from the coolant control valve 4,
and a degree of change in the flow rate of the coolant which
flows into the radiator passage 53 from the coolant control
valve 4 are relatively large. That is, slopes of G3 and G5 are
larger.

On the other hand, in the range above the second load [.2,
in order to hold the temperature of the coolant at the second
target temperature t22, with respect to the increase in the
load of the engine 10, a degree of change in the flow rate of
the coolant which flows into the bypass passage 51 from the
coolant control valve 4, and a degree of change in the flow
rate of the coolant which flows into the radiator passage 53
from the coolant control valve 4 are relatively small. That is,
the slopes of G3 and G5 are small, and the slopes of G3 and
G5 change at the second load [.2.

Note that in the range above the second load L2, the
proportional relationship between the flow rate reduction of
the coolant which flows through the bypass passage 51 and
the flow rate increase of the coolant which flows through the
radiator passage 53 is not essential. In the range above the
second load L2, the flow rate of the coolant which flows
through the coolant control valve 4 may be below the upper
limit.

In the range above the second load L2, the flow rate of the
coolant which flows through the first jacket 22a is the
maximum, and the temperature of the coolant is held at the
second target temperature t22. Since the heat occurring
inside the combustion chamber 16 increases as the load of
the engine 10 increases, the wall temperature of the com-
bustion chamber 16 gradually rises as the load of the engine
10 increases (see G8).

Note that in the range above the second load L2, since the
temperature of the coolant is maintained at the second target
temperature 122, the thermally-actuated valve 28 is fully
closed. The coolant does not flow into the connecting
passage 52. The bypass passage 51 and the radiator passage
53 constitute mutually independent passages.

Next, a control executed by the ECU 100 for cooling of
the engine 10 is described with reference to FIGS. 8 and 9.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart for switching between a cold state,
a half warmed up state, and a fully warmed up state of the
engine 10. First, at Step S81 after the start, the ECU 100
acquires signal values outputted from various kinds of the
sensors SN1-SN5. The subsequent Step S82, the ECU 100
determines whether the temperature t of the coolant is at or
above the second switching temperature t12 based on the
signal from the second water temperature sensor SN2. If the
temperature t of the coolant is at or above the second
switching temperature t12, the process shifts from Step S82
to Step S83. At Step S83, the ECU 100 executes a full
warm-up control. The details of the full warm-up control is
described with reference to FIG. 9.

If the temperature of the coolant is below the second
switching temperature t12, the process shifts from Step S82
to Step S84. At Step S84, the ECU 100 determines whether
the temperature t of the coolant is at or above the first
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switching temperature t11. If the temperature t of the coolant
is at or above the first switching temperature t11, the process
shifts from Step S84 to Step S85. At Step S85, the ECU 100
executes a half warm-up control. As described above, the
ECU 100 opens the bypass passage 51 and closes the
radiator passage 53, through the coolant control valve 4.

If the temperature t of the coolant is below the first
switching temperature t11, the process shifts from Step S84
to Step S86. At Step S86, the ECU 100 executes a low-
temperature control. As described above, the ECU 100
closes the bypass passage 51 and closes the radiator passage
53, through the coolant control valve 4.

FIG. 9 illustrates a flow of the full warm-up control at
Step S83. At Step S91 after the start, the ECU 100 calculates
the target load of the engine 10 based on the signal values
outputted from the sensors SN1-SN5. At the subsequent
Step S92, the ECU 100 determines whether the target load
L is below the first load L1. If the target load L is below the
first load L1, the process shifts from Step S92 to Step S93.
At Step S93, the ECU 100 executes a flow rate control. That
is, the ECU 100 closes the radiator passage 53 through the
coolant control valve 4, and adjusts the flow rate of the
bypass passage 51 according to the load of the engine 10.

If the target load L is above the first load L1, the process
shifts from Step S92 to Step S94. At Step S94, the ECU 100
determines whether the target load L is below the second
load L.2. If the target load L is below the second load .2, the
process shifts from Step S94 to Step S95. At Step S95, the
ECU 100 executes a temperature control. That is, the ECU
100 adjusts the flow rates of the radiator passage 53 and the
bypass passage 51 through the coolant control valve 4
according to the load of the engine 10 so that the wall
temperature of the combustion chamber 16 becomes con-
stant.

If the target load L is above the second load L2, the
process shifts from Step S94 to Step S96. At Step S96, the
ECU 100 adjusts the flow rates of the radiator passage 53
and the bypass passage 51 through the coolant control valve
4 according to the load of the engine 10 so that the
temperature of the coolant becomes constant.
(Modification of Circulation System)

FIG. 10 illustrates a circulation system 92 according to a
modification. This circulation system 92 differs from the
circulation system 91 of FIG. 4 in the position of the
thermally-actuated valve 28.

In detail, the thermally-actuated valve 28 is attached to the
outflow-side end part 106 of the engine 10, instead of the
bypass passage 51. A downstream end of the first jacket 22a
provided to the cylinder head 12 branches into two. The
coolant control valve 4 and the thermally-actuated valve 28
are connected to the first jacket 22a.

The thermally-actuated valve 28 is connected by the
radiator passage 53 via the connecting passage 52. In more
detail, the connecting passage 52 is connected to a part of the
radiator passage 53 upstream of the radiator 27.

Note that this circulation system 92 does not have the
connecting passage which connects the bypass passage 51 to
the radiator passage 53 in the circulation system 91 of FIG.
4.

How the coolant flows in the circulation system 92 is the
same as the circulation system 91 of FIG. 4. That is, if the
temperature t of the coolant is in “Low Temperature” state
below the first switching temperature t11, the coolant neither
flows into the bypass passage 51 nor the radiator passage 53
(both the flow rates are zero). At this time, in the coolant
control valve 4, the rotary valve body 61 is set at the
rotational position where both the first port 63 and the
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second port 64 do not communicate with the third port 65.
Further, the thermally-actuated valve 28 is closed. There-
fore, in the first circuit 50, the circulation of the coolant is
not performed.

If the temperature t of the coolant is in “Half Warm-up”
state at or above the first switching temperature t11 and
below the second switching temperature t12, although the
coolant flows to the bypass passage 51, it does not flow to
the radiator passage 53 (the flow rate of the radiator passage
53 is zero). At this time, in the coolant control valve 4, the
rotary valve body 61 is set at the rotational position where
only the first port 63 communicates with the third port 65.
The opening of the first water flow opening 61a is fully
open, for example. Further, since the temperature of the
coolant is low, the thermally-actuated valve 28 is closed. In
the first circuit 50, the circulation of the coolant is performed
only in the bypass passage 51.

If the temperature t of the coolant is in “Full Warm-up”
state at or above the second switching temperature t12, the
circulation system 92 is controlled according to the load.

Concretely, when the operating state of the engine 10 is in
the range below the first load L1, the flow rate control is
performed. The temperature of the coolant is kept constant
by the thermally-actuated valve 28. The coolant control
valve 4 opens the bypass passage 51 and closes the radiator
passage 53. Note that the coolant may pass through the
radiator 27 by the thermally-actuated valve 28 being opened.
The coolant control valve 4 adjusts the flow rate of the
coolant which flows through the bypass passage 51 accord-
ing to the load of the engine 10. Therefore, the wall
temperature of the combustion chamber 16 is maintained at
the target temperature tw.

The temperature control is performed when the operating
state of the engine 10 is in the range above the first load L1
and below the second load L2. The coolant control valve 4
opens both the bypass passage 51 and the radiator passage
53. In more detail, the coolant control valve 4 reduces the
flow rate of the coolant which flows through the bypass
passage 51 and increases the flow rate of the coolant which
flows through the radiator passage 53, as the load of the
engine 10 increases. Therefore, the wall temperature of the
combustion chamber 16 is maintained at the target tempera-
ture tw.

When the operating state of the engine 10 is in the range
above the second load [.2, the coolant control valve 4 adjusts
the flow rates of the coolant which flows through the bypass
passage 51 and the radiator passage 53 so that the tempera-
ture t of the coolant becomes constant at the second target
temperature t22. In more detail, the coolant control valve 4
reduces the flow rate of the coolant which flows through the
bypass passage 51 and increases the flow rate of the coolant
which flows through the radiator passage 53, as the load of
the engine 10 increases. The thermally-actuated valve 28 is
closed.

Since the engine system 1 provided with the circulation
system 92 performs the flow rate control in the range below
the first load L1, it can change the flow rate of the coolant
which flows through the first jacket 224 with high response
to the load of the engine 10 changing, and can keep the wall
temperature of the combustion chamber 16 constant.

Further, since the wall temperature of the combustion
chamber 16 can be maintained at the target temperature tw
by performing the temperature control in the range above the
first load L1 and below the second load 1.2, the wall
temperature of the combustion chamber 16 does not change
even if the load of the engine 10 changes between the first
load L1 and the second load L.2. It can stably perform HCCI
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combustion and MPCI combustion without forcible ignition,
and can also stably perform SPCCI combustion accompa-
nied by forcible ignition.

The circulation system 92 does not provide the thermally-
actuated valve 28 to downstream of the coolant control valve
4. The connecting passage 52 is a passage which bypasses
the coolant control valve 4. For this reason, even if the
coolant control valve 4 has failed, such as valve adhesion,
the thermally-actuated valve 28 can be opened to cool the
coolant by the radiator 27 when the temperature of the
coolant reaches the valve-opening temperature of the ther-
mally-actuated valve 28. Since the circulation system 92 can
suppress that the temperature of the coolant becomes exces-
sively high, it is advantageous to improve the reliability of
the engine system 1.

Other Embodiments

Note that in the circulation system 91 of FIG. 4, the
position of the coolant control valve 4 may be changed. In
detail, the coolant control valve 4 may be provided at a
location where the bypass passage 51 and the radiator
passage 53 join (a location surrounded by a one-dot chain
line of FIG. 4). In this configuration, the upstream end of the
bypass passage 51 and the upstream end of the radiator
passage 53 are connected mutually-independently to the first
jacket 22q. Further, the connecting passage 52 may connect
the bypass passage 51 to a location of the radiator passage
53 downstream of the radiator 27, and the thermally-actu-
ated valve 28 may be provided so as to open and close the
connecting passage 52.

Similarly, in the circulation system 92 of FIG. 10, the
position of the coolant control valve 4 may be changed. In
detail, the coolant control valve 4 may be provided at a
location where the bypass passage 51 and the radiator
passage 53 join (a location surrounded by a one-dot chain
line of FIG. 10). In this configuration, the upstream end of
the bypass passage 51 and the upstream end of the radiator
passage 53 are connected mutually-independently to the first
jacket 22q. Further, the connecting passage 52 may connect
a part of the radiator passage 53 downstream of the radiator
27 and a part upstream of the water pump 3 so as to bypass
the coolant control valve 4, and the thermally-actuated valve
28 may be provided so as to open and close the connecting
passage 52.

Further, the flow rate control device is not limited to be
comprised of the coolant control valve 4 having the rotary
valve body 61. The flow rate control device may be com-
prised of a first flow rate control valve which adjusts the flow
rate of the coolant which flows through the bypass passage
51, and a second flow rate control valve which adjusts the
flow rate of the coolant which flows through the radiator
passage 53 and is independent from the first flow rate control
valve.

FIG. 3 illustrates one example of the control of the engine
system 1. The engine system 1 does not need to switch the
combustion mode. Even if the engine system 1 switches the
combustion mode, this switching is not limited to the
example of FIG. 3.

It should be understood that the embodiments herein are
illustrative and not restrictive, since the scope of the inven-
tion is defined by the appended claims rather than by the
description preceding them, and all changes that fall within
metes and bounds of the claims, or equivalence of such
metes and bounds thereof, are therefore intended to be
embraced by the claims.
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DESCRIPTION OF REFERENCE CHARACTERS

1 Engine System

10 Engine

16 Combustion Chamber

100 ECU (Controller)

22a First Jacket (Water Jacket)

27 Radiator (Heat Exchanger)

28 Thermally-actuated Valve

4 Coolant Control Valve (Flow Rate Control Device)

51 Bypass Passage

52 Connecting Passage

53 Radiator Passage

91 Circulation System

92 Circulation System

What is claimed is:

1. An engine system, comprising:

an engine having a water jacket formed around a com-

bustion chamber;

a circulation system that is attached to the engine and

circulates coolant through the water jacket; and

a controller configured to control the circulation system

according to an operating state of the engine,

wherein the circulation system includes:

a radiator passage including a heat exchanger;

a bypass passage bypassing the heat exchanger;

a flow rate control device that adjusts a flow rate of
coolant flowing through the water jacket by adjust-
ing a flow rate of coolant flowing through each of the
radiator passage and the bypass passage; and

a thermally-actuated valve that is connected to the
radiator passage and opens to allow the coolant to
pass through the heat exchanger,

wherein the controller is electrically connected to the flow

rate control device,

wherein the controller controls the flow rate control

device to adjust the flow rate of the coolant flowing

through the water jacket according to a load of the
engine, by closing the radiator passage and adjusting
the flow rate of the coolant flowing through the bypass
passage, when the load is below a first load, and

wherein the controller controls the flow rate control
device so that the coolant flows through each of the
radiator passage and the bypass passage, when the load
is above the first load.

2. The engine system of claim 1, wherein when the load
is below the first load, the controller increases the flow rate
of the coolant flowing through the water jacket as the load
increases.

3. The engine system of claim 2, wherein when the load
is above the first load, the controller adjusts a temperature of
the coolant flowing through the water jacket according to the
load by adjusting the flow rate of the coolant flowing
through the bypass passage and the flow rate of the coolant
flowing through the radiator passage.

4. The engine system of claim 3, wherein when the load
is above the first load, the controller reduces the flow rate of
the coolant flowing through the bypass passage and
increases the flow rate of the coolant flowing through the
radiator passage, as the load increases.

5. The engine system of claim 4, wherein when the load
is above the first load, the controller sets the flow rate of the
coolant flowing through the water jacket at a maximum flow
rate.

6. The engine system of claim 5, wherein both when the
load is below the first load and when the load is above the
first load, the controller maintains a wall temperature of the
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combustion chamber at a constant temperature by adjusting
the flow rate of the coolant flowing through the water jacket.

7. The engine system of claim 6, wherein, when the load
is above the first load, the controller lowers a temperature of
the coolant flowing through the water jacket to a temperature
below a valve-opening temperature of the thermally-actu-
ated valve.

8. The engine system of claim 4,

wherein when the load is above the first load and below

a second load, the controller increases the flow rate of
the coolant flowing through the radiator passage to
lower the temperature of the coolant flowing through
the water jacket as the load increases, and

wherein when the load is above the second load, the

controller increases the flow rate of the coolant flowing
through the radiator passage to maintain the tempera-
ture of the coolant flowing through the water jacket
constant as the load increases.

9. The engine system of claim 8,

wherein the engine includes a spark plug that forcibly

ignites an air-fuel mixture,
wherein when the load is below the first load, the air-fuel
mixture inside the combustion chamber combusts with-
out the forcible ignition of the spark plug, and

wherein when the load is above the first load, the air-fuel
mixture inside the combustion chamber combusts by
the forcible ignition of the spark plug.

10. The engine system of claim 9,

wherein the flow rate control device is installed at a

location branching into the bypass passage and the
radiator passage, or a location where the bypass pas-
sage and the radiator passage are joined,

wherein the circulation system further includes a connect-

ing passage connecting the bypass passage to the
radiator passage, and

wherein the thermally-actuated valve opens and closes the

connecting passage.

11. The engine system of claim 9,

wherein the flow rate control device is installed at a

location branching into the bypass passage and the
radiator passage, or a location where the bypass pas-
sage and the radiator passage are joined,
wherein the circulation system further includes a connect-
ing passage bypassing the flow rate control device and
connecting the water jacket to the radiator passage, and

wherein the thermally-actuated valve opens and closes the
connecting passage.

12. The engine system of claim 1, wherein when the load
is above the first load, the controller adjusts a temperature of
the coolant flowing through the water jacket according to the
load by adjusting the flow rate of the coolant flowing
through the bypass passage and the flow rate of the coolant
flowing through the radiator passage.

13. The engine system of claim 12, wherein when the load
is above the first load, the controller reduces the flow rate of
the coolant flowing through the bypass passage and
increases the flow rate of the coolant flowing through the
radiator passage, as the load increases.

14. The engine system of claim 13,

wherein when the load is above the first load and below

a second load, the controller increases the flow rate of
the coolant flowing through the radiator passage to
lower the temperature of the coolant flowing through
the water jacket as the load increases, and

wherein when the load is above the second load, the

controller increases the flow rate of the coolant flowing
through the radiator passage to maintain the tempera-
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ture of the coolant flowing through the water jacket
constant as the load increases.

15. The engine system of claim 1, wherein when the load
is above the first load, the controller sets the flow rate of the
coolant flowing through the water jacket at a maximum flow
rate.

16. The engine system of claim 1, wherein both when the
load is below the first load and when the load is above the
first load, the controller maintains a wall temperature of the
combustion chamber at a constant temperature by adjusting
the flow rate of the coolant flowing through the water jacket.

17. The engine system of claim 16, wherein, when the
load is above the first load, the controller lowers a tempera-
ture of the coolant flowing through the water jacket to a
temperature below a valve-opening temperature of the ther-
mally-actuated valve.

18. The engine system of claim 1,

wherein the engine includes a spark plug that forcibly
ignites an air-fuel mixture,

wherein when the load is below the first load, the air-fuel
mixture inside the combustion chamber combusts with-
out the forcible ignition of the spark plug, and
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wherein when the load is above the first load, the air-fuel
mixture inside the combustion chamber combusts by
the forcible ignition of the spark plug.

19. The engine system of claim 1,

wherein the flow rate control device is installed at a
location branching into the bypass passage and the
radiator passage, or a location where the bypass pas-
sage and the radiator passage are joined,

wherein the circulation system further includes a connect-
ing passage connecting the bypass passage to the
radiator passage, and

wherein the thermally-actuated valve opens and closes the
connecting passage.

20. The engine system of claim 1,

wherein the flow rate control device is installed at a
location branching into the bypass passage and the
radiator passage, or a location where the bypass pas-
sage and the radiator passage are joined,

wherein the circulation system further includes a connect-
ing passage bypassing the flow rate control device and
connecting the water jacket to the radiator passage, and

wherein the thermally-actuated valve opens and closes the
connecting passage.

#* #* #* #* #*



