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1
CONTRAST-ENHANCED TOMOSYNTHESIS
WITH A COPPER FILTER

INTRODUCTION

Medical imaging is used for detection of cancerous cells
in breast tissue. A plurality of different imaging processes,
image acquisition parameters, and image processing tech-
niques are used to enhance images for better detection of
abnormal tissue.

It is with respect to these and other general considerations
that the aspects disclosed herein have been made. Also,
although relatively specific problems may be discussed, it
should be understood that the examples should not be
limited to solving the specific problems identified in the
background or elsewhere in this disclosure.

SUMMARY

Examples of the present disclosure describe systems and
methods relating to contrast-enhanced tomosynthesis with a
copper filter. In an aspect, the technology relates to a method
for contrast-enhanced tomosynthesis imaging. The method
includes compressing a breast of a patient, the patient’s
breast positioned substantially between an x-ray source and
an x-ray detector, wherein a filter is positioned between the
x-ray source and the patient’s breast, and wherein the
patient’s breast has been exposed to a contrast agent. Addi-
tionally, the method includes acquiring, while compressing
the patient’s breast, a plurality of tomosynthesis projection
images at an x-ray dose passing through the filter, wherein
the filter proportionally filters a subset of energies of the
x-ray dose, wherein the x-ray dose includes at least one
x-ray energy greater than 40 keV. Further, the method
includes processing the plurality of tomosynthesis projec-
tion images to obtain a plurality of filtered reconstructed
tomosynthesis slice images; and displaying at least one
image of the filtered reconstructed tomosynthesis slice
images.

In an example, the filter includes copper. In another
example, the subset of energies of the x-ray dose propor-
tionally filtered by the filter includes at least one energy
below 30 keV. In a further example, the subset of energies
of the x-ray dose proportionally filtered by the filter includes
energies below 40 keV. In yet another example, the contrast
agent has an absorption of the x-ray dose that is greater for
higher energies.

In another aspect, an apparatus for contrast-enhanced
tomosynthesis imaging is disclosed. The apparatus includes:
an x-ray source capable of selectively moving relative to a
patient’s breast; an imaging x-ray detector; a compression
mechanism for compressing the patient’s breast, the com-
pression mechanism disposed between the x-ray source and
the imaging x-ray detector; a filter insertable into the appa-
ratus between the x-ray source and the patient’s breast,
wherein the filter proportionally filters a subset of energies
of an x-ray dose emittable by the x-ray source; a processor;
and memory storing instructions that, when executed by the
processor, cause the apparatus to perform a set of operations.
The set of operations includes selectively moving the x-ray
source through at a plurality of selectable positions while
emitting an x-ray dose from the x-ray source. Additionally,
the set of operations includes detecting, by the x-ray detec-
tor, the x-ray dose from the plurality of selectable positions,
after the x-ray dose passes through the filter and the patient’s
breast. Based on the detected x-ray dose from the plurality
of selectable positions, the set of operations includes gen-
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erating, by the processor operatively connected to the x-ray
detector, a plurality of tomosynthesis projection images. The
set of operations further includes processing, by the proces-
sor, the plurality of tomosynthesis projection images to
obtain a plurality of filtered reconstructed tomosynthesis
slice images.

In an example, the filter of the apparatus includes an
element with an atomic number of at least 21. In another
example, the filter comprises as sheet member that has a
thickness ranging from 0.1 mm to 0.5 mm. In a further
example, the sheet member of the filter comprises copper. In
yet another example, the apparatus further includes a tilting
mechanism to tilt the patient’s breast as the x-ray source
selectively moves through the plurality of selectable posi-
tions.

This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of
concepts in a simplified form that are further described
below in the Detailed Description. This Summary is not
intended to identify key features or essential features of the
claimed subject matter, nor is it intended to be used to limit
the scope of the claimed subject matter. Additional aspects,
features, and/or advantages of examples will be set forth in
part in the description which follows and, in part, will be
apparent from the description, or may be learned by practice
of the disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying figures illustrate one or more aspects
of the disclosed methods and systems. In the appended
figures, similar components and/or features may have the
same reference label. Further, various components of the
same type may be distinguished by following the reference
label with a second label that distinguishes among the
similar components. If only the first reference label is used
in the specification, the description is applicable to any one
of the similar components having the same first reference
label irrespective of the second reference label. Non-limiting
and non-exhaustive examples are described with reference
to the following figures:

FIG. 1A depicts is a schematic view of an exemplary
imaging system.

FIG. 1B depicts a perspective view of the imaging system
of FIG. 1A

FIG. 2A depicts a top perspective view of an example
x-ray filter.

FIG. 2B depicts a bottom perspective view of the example
x-ray filter of FIG. 2A.

FIG. 3 depicts a graph of a quantity of x-rays detected
versus energy.

FIG. 4A depicts an example tomosynthesis reconstructed
image slice of a breast at a lower x-ray energy.

FIG. 4B depicts an example tomosynthesis reconstructed
image slice of the breast of FIG. 4A at a higher x-ray energy
as imaged through a filter.

FIG. 5A depicts a Cranial-Caudal (CC) view of a breast
generated by subtracting a high energy image and low
energy image.

FIG. 5B depicts a CC view of the breast of FIG. 5A
generated from a reconstructed slice of tomosynthesis
images taken at a high energy through a filter.

FIG. 6A depicts a mediolateral oblique (MLO) view of a
breast generated by subtracting a high energy image and low
energy image.

FIG. 6B depicts an MLO view of the breast of FIG. 6A
generated from a reconstructed slice of tomosynthesis
images taken at a high energy through a filter.
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FIG. 7 depicts an example method for contrast-enhanced
tomosynthesis with a copper filter.

FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary suitable operating envi-
ronment for a specimen imaging system.

While examples of the disclosure are amenable to various
modifications and alternate forms, specific examples have
been shown by way of example in the drawings and are
described in detail below. The intention is not to limit the
scope of the disclosure to the particular examples described.
On the contrary, the disclosure is intended to cover all
modifications, equivalents, and alternatives falling within
the scope of the disclosure and the appended claims.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Various aspects of the disclosure are described more fully
below, with reference to the accompanying drawings, which
show specific example aspects. However, different aspects
of the disclosure may be implemented in many different
forms and should not be construed as limited to the aspects
described herein; rather, these aspects are provided so that
this disclosure will be thorough and complete and will fully
convey the scope of the aspects to those skilled in the art.
Aspects may be practiced as methods, systems, or devices.
The following detailed description is, therefore, not to be
interpreted in a limiting sense.

Breast cancer is one of the leading causes of cancer-
related mortality of women. A mammogram is an X-ray
image of inner breast tissue that is used to visualize normal
and abnormal structures within a breast. Mammography is
commonly used for breast cancer screening, diagnosis, and
evaluation, because mammography often shows breast
lumps and/or calcifications before they are manually pal-
pable, thus providing early tumor detection.

Mammography presents difficulties, however, when
determining whether a detected abnormality is cancerous or
benign. This may be due to mammography resulting in a
two-dimensional projection image representing a three-di-
mensional structure of the breast. Overlapping structures in
the compressed breast may confound image interpretation
and diagnosis of a two-dimensional image. Mammography
may also present difficulty in determining cancerous or
benign cells because the x-rays that are often used to obtain
the mammography image have energies that are in a range
that helps achieve a desirable Signal to Noise Ratio (SNR)
but at the same time may cause the x-rays to be attenuated
to a similar degree by breast structures that may have
different clinical significance.

Efforts to improve the sensitivity and specificity of breast
x-rays have included the development of breast tomosyn-
thesis systems. Breast tomosynthesis is a three-dimensional
imaging technology that involves acquiring images of a
stationary compressed breast at multiple angles during a
short scan (otherwise referred to herein as a sweep). The
individual projection tomosynthesis images taken at respec-
tive angles of the imaging x-ray beam relative to the breast
are then computer-processed into a series of reconstructed
tomosynthesis slice images, each representing a respective
slice of the breast. The tomosynthesis projection images or
reconstructed slice images can be displayed individually,
concurrently, or dynamically.

Breast tomosynthesis typically uses a field digital mam-
mography (FFDM) platform. In one example, an x-ray tube
moves in an arc above the breast and a series of 11 to 22 low
dose x-ray 2-D tomosynthesis projection images are
obtained (i.e., a tomosynthesis scan or a tomosynthesis
sweep). The sum of the dose from all of the 2-D tomosyn-
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thesis projection images may be similar to the dose from a
single conventional digital mammogram. These low-dose
2-D tomosynthesis projection images are reconstructed into
a series of 3-D slice images, each representing a slice of the
breast where each slice is, for example, 1-5 mm thick. The
slice images typically conform to planes parallel to the
platform supporting the breast during image acquisition, but
could be oriented differently. An advantage of breast tomo-
synthesis compared to conventional mammography is that,
by showing the breast as a series of slices rather than a single
mammogram, a lesion may be seen with greater clarity
because much of the superimposed tissue present in a
conventional mammogram has been removed.

Reconstructed tomosynthesis slice images reduce or
eliminate problems caused by tissue overlap and structure
noise in two-dimensional mammography imaging. Digital
breast tomosynthesis also offers the possibility of reduced
breast compression, improved diagnostic and screening
accuracy, fewer recalls, and 3D lesion localization. An
example of a multi-mode breast tomosynthesis/mammogra-
phy system is described in commonly assigned U.S. Pat. No.
7,869,563, Other aspects of breast tomosynthesis and mam-
mography are described in commonly assigned U.S. Pat.
Nos. 7,991,106, 7,760,924, 7,702,142, 7,245,694, and
9,020,579, which are hereby incorporated by reference.

In an effort to improve imaging to differentiate cancerous
tissue from benign abnormalities in breast x-ray imaging,
consideration has been given to contrast-enhanced imaging
and dual-energy imaging. In contrast-enhanced imaging, a
contrast agent is introduced into the breast, typically through
an injection in a vein remote from the breast, and x-ray
images are taken after (as well as possibly before) the
contrast agent has reached the breast. In an example, a
contrast agent is iodine-based. The contrast agent may
illuminate with high-energy x-rays, which may depend on
the atomic number of the contrast agent. The contrast agent
helps highlight vascularity in the breast. If images of the
same breast taken before and after the arrival of the contrast
agent in the breast are subtracted from each other (and
absent breast motion between the times the two images are
taken), breast vascularity may appear more clearly in the
resulting subtraction image. Imaging of the vessels around a
tumor is believed to allow improved detection of breast
cancer. The use of contrast agents may be used in a variety
of x-ray imaging methods, including breast CT, breast
tomosynthesis, and digital mammography.

In x-ray breast mammography or tomosynthesis, contrast
enhanced images are obtained using two methods. The first
involves subtraction of images obtained pre-contrast agent
and post-contrast agent. This method is referred to as time
subtraction. The second method is referred to as dual-energy
contrast imaging. In this method images are obtained at low
energy and high energy after the injection of a contrast
agent. The images are obtained at energies above and below
a K-absorption edge (k-edge) of the contrast agent (e.g., for
iodine, 33.2 keV). At x-ray energies just above the k-edge,
the absorption of x-rays is increased, resulting in an increase
of contrast from the iodine contrast agent in the high energy
image. Subtraction of these two images enhances iodine
contrast while suppressing the contrast of normal breast
anatomy. An advantage of dual-energy contrast enhanced
mammography is that both images may be obtained in a very
short time and therefore the images may be subtracted with
little patient motion. This is not true for subtraction of
pre-contrast agent and post-contrast agent images because
typically there will be more than a minute separating the
acquisition of the two images.
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For contrast-enhanced methods using subtraction (e.g.,
time subtraction or dual-energy subtraction), the imaging
equipment uses software-based techniques. Additionally, for
dual-energy imaging, software is needed to control the
energy of x-rays emitted (e.g., high energy or low energy).
Not all imaging devices are equipped with processing power
or software that is capable of subtraction techniques or
controlling energy of x-rays. For imaging devices that may
not have these software or processing capabilities, or for
imaging devices for which integrate these capabilities would
be too costly, other improvements of breast tomosynthesis
may be considered.

Accordingly, the present disclosure provides systems and
methods for enhancing images acquired using breast tomo-
synthesis, without image subtraction or dual-energy imag-
ing. The present technology provides performing breast
tomosynthesis in the presence of an x-ray filter. For
example, an x-ray filter may be placed between an x-ray
source and breast tissue. The filter may proportionally filter
out a subset of the energies emitted by the x-ray source. A
filter may include characteristics to filter x-ray energies
based on a k-edge of a contrast agent introduced into the
breast, such that the breast tissue has relatively greater
exposure to x-ray energies above the k-edge of the contrast
agent to illuminate the contrast agent without substantial
illumination of other breast tissue. Thus, tomosynthesis
images similar to those obtained using subtraction may be
acquired without software-based contrast enhancing tech-
niques.

FIGS. 1A-1B show different views of an example imaging
system 100. Specifically, FIG. 1A is a schematic view of the
example imaging system 100. FIG. 1B is a perspective view
of the imaging system 100. Referring concurrently to FIGS.
1A and 1B, not every element described below is depicted
in both figures. The imaging system 100 immobilizes a
patient’s breast 102 for x-ray imaging (either or both of
mammography and tomosynthesis) via a breast compression
immobilizer unit 104 that includes a static breast support
platform 106 and a foam compressive element 108. Different
paddles, each having different purposes, are known in the
art. Certain examples paddles are also described herein for
context. The breast support platform 106 and the foam
compressive element 108 each have a compression surface
110 and 112, respectively, that move towards each other to
compress, immobilize, stabilize, or otherwise hold and
secure the breast 102 during imaging procedures. In known
systems, the compression surface 110, 112 is exposed so as
to directly contact the breast 102. Compression surface 110
may be a rigid plastic, a flexible plastic, a resilient foam, a
mesh or screen, and so on. Compression surface 112 is a
lower surface of the foam compressive element 108. The
platform 106 also houses an image receptor 116 and, option-
ally, a tilting mechanism 118, and optionally an anti-scatter
grid (not depicted, but disposed above the image receptor
116). The immobilizer unit 104 is in a path of an imaging
beam 120 emanating from x-ray source 122, such that the
beam 120 impinges on the image receptor 116.

The immobilizer unit 104 is supported on a first support
arm 124 via a compression arm 134, which is configured to
be raised and lowered along the support arm 124. The x-ray
source 122 is supported on a second support arm, also
referred to as a tube head 126. For mammography, support
arms 124 and 126 can rotate as a unit about an axis 128
between different imaging orientations such as craniocaudal
(CC) and mediolateral oblique (MLO), so that the system
100 can take a mammogram projection image at each
orientation. (The terms front, lower, and upper pertain to
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using a CC imaging orientation, with the patient facing the
front of the imaging system, although it should be under-
stood that other imaging orientations, including MLO, are
used with the same equipment.) In operation, the image
receptor 116 remains in place relative to the platform 106
while an image is taken. The immobilizer unit 104 releases
the breast 102 for movement of arms 124, 126 to a different
imaging orientation. For tomosynthesis, the support arm 124
stays in place, with the breast 102 immobilized and remain-
ing in place, while at least the second support arm 126
rotates the x-ray source 122 relative to the immobilizer unit
104 and the compressed breast 102 about the axis 128. The
system 100 takes plural tomosynthesis projection images of
the breast 102 at respective angles of the beam 120 relative
to the breast 102.

Concurrently and optionally, the image receptor 116 may
be tilted relative to the breast support platform 106 and in
sync with the rotation of the second support arm 126. The
tilting can be through the same angle as the rotation of the
x-ray source 122 but may also be through a different angle
selected such that the beam 120 remains substantially in the
same position on the image receptor 116 for each of the
plural images. The tilting can be about an axis 130, which
can but need not be in the image plane of the image receptor
116. The tilting mechanism 118 that is coupled to the image
receptor 116 can drive the image receptor 116 in a tilting
motion. For tomosynthesis imaging and/or CT imaging, the
breast support platform 106 can be horizontal or can be at an
angle to the horizontal, e.g., at an orientation similar to that
for conventional MLO imaging in mammography. The sys-
tem 100 can be solely a mammography system, a CT system,
or solely a tomosynthesis system, or a “combo” system that
can perform multiple forms of imaging. An example of such
a combo system has been offered by the assignee hereof
under the trade name Selenia Dimensions.

When the system is operated, the image receptor 116
produces imaging information in response to illumination by
the imaging beam 120 and supplies it to an image processor
132 for processing and generating breast x-ray images. A
system control and workstation unit 138 including software
controls the operation of the system and interacts with the
operator to receive commands and deliver information
including processed-ray images.

The imaging system 100 includes a floor mount or base
140 for supporting the imaging system 100 on a floor. A
gantry 142 extends upwards from the base 140 and rotatably
supports both the tube head 208 and a support arm 210. The
tube head 126 and support arm 124 are configured to rotate
discretely from each other and may also be raised and
lowered along a face 144 of the gantry 142 so as to
accommodate patients of different heights. The x-ray source
122 is disposed within the tube head 208. Together, the tube
head 126 and support arm 124 may be referred to as a C-arm
124.

A number of interfaces and display screens are disposed
on the imaging system 100. These include a foot display
screen 146, a gantry interface 148, a support arm interface
150, and a compression arm interface 152. In general, the
various interfaces 148, 150, and 152 may include one or
more tactile buttons, knobs, switches, as well as one or more
display screens, including capacitive touch screens with
graphic user interfaces (GUIs) so as to enable user interac-
tion with and control of the imaging system 100. In general,
the foot display screen 146 is primarily a display screen,
though a capacitive touch screen might be utilized if
required or desired.
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One challenge with the imaging system 100 is that images
may lack sufficient contrast for a radiologist to determine if
tissue is cancerous or benign. To improve identification of
tissue, an x-ray filter 170 may be used. A filter 170 may filter
out x-rays travelling through the filter that are below a
certain energy. In an example, lower energies may be filtered
out proportionally more than higher energies, up to a thresh-
old energy (above which little to no x-rays are filtered). The
filter 170 may be a variety of materials, shapes, sizes, and
thickness. Additionally, the filter 170 may be interchange-
able or customizable. The filter 170 is positioned in the
imaging system 100 to filter out certain x-ray energies of an
x-ray beam emitted from an x-ray source 122 prior to the
beam passing through the breast 102. For example, the filter
170 may be positioned at the x-ray source 122, such that the
x-rays pass through the filter 170 prior to reaching the
compression paddle 108 and breast 102. For example, the
filter 170 may be positionable on, coupled to, or removably
insertable into the tube head 126 or the compression element
108 of the imaging system 100. In another example, the filter
may be disposed on the compression paddle (e.g., the filter
may be secured to a rigid substrate of the compression
paddle.

The effects of the filter 170 may be combined with
illumination of a contrast agent. For example, the breast 102
may be introduced to a contrast agent prior to imaging with
the imaging system 100. A filter 170 may filter out a subset
of energies of an x-ray beam based on the contrast agent
(e.g., an appropriate filter 170 may be selected based on a
selected contrast agent). The filter 170 may be selectable or
interchangeable. For example, an x-ray filter wheel or slide
may be provided to switch filters as required or desired.
Alternatively, the filter 170 may be manually selected or
inserted into the imaging system 100. A variety of different
filter materials is appreciated, including rhodium, silver,
aluminum, copper, or any other material capable of filtering
x-ray energies. By filtering out x-ray energies below the
k-edge of the contrast agent, the contrast agent is illuminated
with minimal illumination of other aspects of the breast
tissue (e.g., which would illuminate at lower x-ray energies).

FIGS. 2A-2B depict different views of an example con-
figuration for an x-ray filter 200. Specifically, FIG. 2A shows
a top perspective view the x-ray filter 200 and FIG. 2B
shows a bottom perspective view of the x-ray filter 200. The
filter may include an edge member 202 and a sheet member
204. The edge member 202 is capable of securing a sheet
member 204 made of filter material. The edge member 202
may detachably secure the sheet member 204 such that the
sheet member 204 may be removed, such as for replace-
ment, cleaning, or repair. For example, the edge member 202
may removably couple to itself about a sheet member 204,
frictionally hold the sheet member 204, releasably clamp the
sheet member 204, or allow the sheet member 204 to slide
in and out, etc. The edge member 202 may accommodate
sheet members 204 of a variety of shapes, sizes, thicknesses,
and densities. For example, the sheet member may be
rectangular, ovular, triangular, etc. Additionally, the edge
member 202 may removably couplable to an imaging device
(e.g., imaging system 100 in FIGS. 1A-1B). For example,
the edge member 202 may be inserted into a slot in the
imaging system or attached to an exterior surface of the
imaging system (e.g., via hook and loop fasteners, adhesive,
clips, screws or an equivalent, etc.).

The sheet member 204, as otherwise described herein,
filters out a subset of x-ray energies passing through the
sheet member 204. Energies filtered out by the sheet mem-
ber 204 may be based on a composition of the sheet member
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204, including the material and thickness. In an example, the
material of the sheet member 204 of the filter 200 includes
an element with an atomic number of at least 21. In an
instance, the sheet member 204 is composed of copper.
Different materials may be associated with filtering of
different x-ray energies. Additionally, the thickness of the
sheet member 204 may vary. For example, the sheet member
204 may have a thickness between about 0.1 mm and about
1 mm. In another example, the thickness of the sheet
member 204 is between about 0.1 mm and about 0.5 mm,
such as 0.1 mm, 0.2 mm, 0.3 mm, 0.4 mm, 0.5 mm, or
thicknesses approximately the same as those listed. The
thickness of the sheet member 204 may be uniform or may
vary along the width or length of the sheet member 204. For
example, a sheet member 204 with a varying thickness may
be adjusted about the imaging device to adjust a quantity of
x-rays filtered.

FIG. 3 depicts a graph 300 of a quantity of x-rays detected
versus energy. The graph 300 shows an example unfiltered
x-ray beam energy profile 302, a first filtered x-ray beam
energy profile 304, and a second filtered x-ray beam energy
profile 306. In the example shown, the unfiltered x-ray beam
energy profile 302 includes energies from energy x; to
energy Xs. When applying a first filter (e.g., the quantity of
x-rays at the energies of the unfiltered x-ray beam pass
through a first sheet member, such as sheet member 204 of
filter 200 in FIGS. 2A-2B) to the unfiltered x-ray beam
energy profile 302, the first filtered x-ray beam energy
profile 304 is obtained. In this example, the first filter (e.g.,
a sheet member of a filter) is a first thickness and is made of
a material that filters energies below energy x, (i.e., the
material of the first filter filters out x-rays below energy x,,
which may be at or below a k-edge of a contrast agent). At
lower the energies, a greater percentage of x-rays may be
filtered out. For example, at energies at or above x,, the
unfiltered x-ray beam energy profile 302 is substantially the
same as the first filtered x-ray beam energy profile 304 (e.g.,
at energy X, both profile 302 and profile 304 have approxi-
mately a quantity y, of x-rays detected). Alternatively, at
energies below x,, the quantity of x-rays detected may
progressively diverge. In the example shown, the first fil-
tered x-ray beam energy profile 304 includes energies from
energy X,, which is greater than X, to energy Xs.

When applying a second filter (e.g., the quantity of x-rays
at the energies of the unfiltered x-ray beam pass through a
second sheet member, or a different portion of the first sheet
member in the case of a varying sheet thickness) to the
unfiltered x-ray beam energy profile 302, the second filtered
x-ray beam energy profile 306 is obtained. In this example,
the second filter is the same material as the first filter
(filtering out x-rays below energy x,), but has a thickness
greater than the first filter. Similar to the first filter, at lower
the energies, a greater percentage of x-rays detected may be
filtered out. At a greater thickness, the second filter may filter
out more x-rays than the first filter, but still allow x-rays with
energies greater than or equal to x, to pass through. For
example, at energies at or above X, the second filtered x-ray
beam energy profile 306 is substantially the same as the
unfiltered x-ray beam energy profile 302 and the first filtered
x-ray beam energy profile 304 (e.g., at energy x,, profile
302, profile 304, and profile 306 have approximately a
quantity y, of x-rays detected). Alternatively, at energies
below x,, the quantity of x-rays detected may progressively
diverge from the unfiltered x-ray beam energy profile 302
and the first filtered x-ray beam energy profile 304. In the
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example shown, the second filtered x-ray beam energy
profile 306 includes energies from energy x,, greater than x,,
to energy Xs.

Thus, filter material may be selected to reduce a quantity
of x-rays that have energies below a filtering threshold (e.g.,
energy X,), which may correspond with a k-edge of a
contrast agent (e.g., be at or below the k-edge), and the
thickness of the filter may correspond with a relative reduc-
tion of the x-rays. In some examples, the filter material may
be selected to maximize absorption of x-rays by the contrast
agent and/or calcifications in breast tissue. A filter material’s
impact on its filtering threshold (e.g., energy x,) is based on
the filter material’s atomic number. In some examples, the
filter material may proportionally filter out lower energies
than higher energies with a relationship of the third power
(e.g., a cubic relationship). As another example, filter mate-
rial may be selected based on availability or industry-
accepted materials. In an instance, a filter may be composed
of copper, due in part to regulatory testing of copper filters
in the breast imaging industry for 2D imaging.

FIGS. 4A-4B show a view of a breast using two different
imaging techniques. FIG. 4A depicts an example tomosyn-
thesis reconstructed image slice of a breast at a lower x-ray
energy. FIG. 4B depicts an example tomosynthesis recon-
structed image slice of the breast of FIG. 4A at a higher x-ray
energy as imaged through a filter. In both FIGS. 4A-4B, a
contrast agent was introduced into the breast and was
present at the time the images were captured.

At lower x-ray energies, contrast in a tomosynthesis
image is influenced by soft tissue. At higher x-ray energies,
contrast in a tomosynthesis image is influenced by the
contrast agent and calcifications. Presence of soft tissue in an
x-ray image may interfere with an evaluation of tissue as
cancerous or benign. Additionally, it may be advantageous
to have better illumination and contrast associated with the
presence of a contrast agent and calcification for the tissue
evaluation. Thus, imaging of breast tissue may be improved
by imaging with higher energy x-rays that are at or above a
k-edge of a contrast agent, while filtering out lower energy
x-rays to reduce artifacts cause by soft tissue.

By using a filter with a high-energy x-ray beam, high
energy x-rays are permitted to travel through the filter and
illuminate the contrast agent and calcifications in the breast,
while concurrently filtering out lower energy x-rays
included in the x-ray beam. The arrangement of a filter with
high-energy imaging, while the breast tissue is introduced to
a contrast agent, provides an alternative to other contrast-
enhanced techniques that may require additional software
for x-ray energy control (e.g., for dual-energy imaging) and
imaging processing (e.g., for subtraction of two images).
The results obtained by using a filter with high-energy x-rays
enhance x-ray images of breast tissue (as shown in FIGS.
4A-4B) and produce images that are comparable to images
obtained using software-based approaches (as discussed
with respect to FIGS. 5A, 5B, 6A, and 6B, below).

As shown in FIG. 4A, which depicts a tomosynthesis
reconstructed slice 400A produced from low-energy x-rays
without a filter, soft tissue is present in the x-ray image with
little differentiation of the illumination of the area of interest
402, which includes a contrast agent and a calcification.
Alternatively, in FIG. 4B, which depicts a tomosynthesis
reconstructed slice 400B produced from high-energy x-rays
with a copper filter, artifacts from soft tissue are reduced
while providing greater illumination of the contrast agent
and calcification in the area of interest 404. Although FIG.
4B shows a tomosynthesis slice 400B obtained using high-
energy x-rays and a filter, any energy x-ray beam should be
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appreciated. For example, if a filter is used with low-energy
x-rays, artifacts from soft tissue will be reduced without
significantly reducing illumination of the contrast agent and
calcifications, providing better differentiation of an area of
interest.

The tomosynthesis reconstructed slices obtained using
high-energy x-rays and a filter, such as the tomosynthesis
slice 400B shown in FIG. 4B, may be used in a variety of
applications. For example, tomosynthesis reconstructed
slices may be used for biopsy guidance, pre-targeting of an
area of interest (e.g., area of interest 402 or area of interest
404), targeting of an area of interest, pre-fire or post-fire
imaging, etc.

FIGS. 5A-5B show CC views of a breast generated using
different imaging techniques. Specifically, FIG. 5A depicts a
CC view of the breast generated by subtracting a high energy
image and low energy image. FIG. 5B depicts a CC view of
the breast generated from a reconstructed slice of tomosyn-
thesis images taken at a high energy through a filter. Addi-
tionally, FIGS. 6A-6B show MLO views of a breast gener-
ated using different imaging techniques. Specifically, FIG.
6A depicts an MLO view of a breast generated by subtract-
ing a high energy image and low energy image. FIG. 6B
depicts an MLO view of the breast of FIG. 6A generated
from a reconstructed slice of tomosynthesis images taken at
a high energy through a filter.

The techniques described herein produce tomosynthesis
reconstructed slices that are comparable to other known
software-based techniques. For example, in both FIG. 5A
and FIG. 6A, the CC tomosynthesis slice 500A and the ML.O
tomosynthesis slice 600A, each obtained using software-
based subtraction of images, show illumination of a contrast
agent and calcifications while reducing soft tissue artifacts.
Similarly, in both FIG. 5B and FIG. 6B, the CC tomosyn-
thesis slice 500B and the MLO tomosynthesis slice 600B,
each obtained using a single tomosynthesis sweep with
high-energy x-rays filtered through a copper filter, also show
illumination of a contrast agent and calcifications while
reducing soft tissue artifacts. Thus, described techniques of
filtering x-rays with a filter in a single tomosynthesis sweep
to produce tomosynthesis reconstructed slices without soft-
ware-based subtraction yield results similar to those of
software-based subtraction.

FIG. 7 depicts an example method for contrast-enhanced
tomosynthesis with a copper filter. The operations described
with respect to FIG. 7 may be carried out by the systems
described herein (e.g., imaging system 100 or by operating
environment 800). The method begins at operation 702,
where a patient’s breast is compressed and positioned
between an x-ray source (e.g., x-ray source 122) and an
x-ray detector (e.g., x-ray receptor 116). A filter (e.g., filter
170 or filter 200) is positioned between the x-ray source and
the patient’s breast (e.g., breast 102). Specifically, the filter
is positioned such that x-rays generated by the x-ray source
flow through the filter prior to traveling through the breast
for detection by the x-ray detector. As otherwise described
herein, the filter may be composed of a material and may
have a thickness. The material and thickness of the filter is
associated with a reduction in the quantity of x-rays at a
subset of energies of an x-ray beam that pass through the
filter. For example, the filter may have a copper material that
is 0.3 mm thick. In another example, the filter may have a
material and thickness that filters out x-rays below 40 keV
or filters out x-rays below 30 keV. In a further example, the
filter may not filter out x-rays above 40 keV or above 45 keV.

At operation 704, a plurality of tomosynthesis projection
images are acquired through the filter. For example, at each
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image in the tomosynthesis sweep, the x-rays generated and
emitted by the x-ray source are filtered through a physical
filter prior to intercepting the breast and prior to detection by
the x-ray detector. The plurality of tomosynthesis projection
images may be acquired in a single tomosynthesis sweep.
The x-ray source may emit an x-ray beam that does not have
an energy that is controlled by software. For example, the
x-ray beam emitted by the x-ray source to acquire the
plurality of tomosynthesis projection images may have a
wide spectrum of x-ray energies. The wide spectrum is then
filtered by intercepting the physical filter, resulting in a
narrower spectrum of x-ray energies. The x-ray beam emit-
ted by the x-ray source may be high energy or low energy
or include both high and low energy x-rays.

At the time of acquiring a plurality of tomosynthesis
projection images through the filter, the breast may include
a contrast agent. The contrast agent may be introduced prior
to compression at operation 702. Alternatively, the contrast
agent may be introduced to the breast after compression at
operation 702 but prior to acquiring the tomosynthesis
projection images at operation 704. The tomosynthesis pro-
jection images may be acquired after the contrast agent has
spread through the breast and prior to substantial dissolu-
tion.

At operation 706, the plurality of tomosynthesis projec-
tion images are processed to obtain a plurality of filtered
reconstructed tomosynthesis slice images. The processing at
operation 706 may not use subtraction of other tomosynthe-
sis projection images. For example, the plurality of filtered
reconstructed tomosynthesis slice images may be generated
only from the plurality of tomosynthesis projection images
(e.g., as may be acquired with a single tomosynthesis
sweep). At operation 708, at least one image of the filtered
reconstructed tomosynthesis slice images is displayed. As
further described herein, the displayed image may be used
for biopsy guidance, pre-targeting of an area of interest (e.g.,
area of interest 402 or area of interest 404), targeting of an
area of interest, pre-fire or post-fire imaging, etc.

FIG. 8 illustrates an exemplary suitable operating envi-
ronment 800 for a specimen imaging system described
herein. In its most basic configuration, operating environ-
ment 800 typically includes at least one processing unit (or
processor) 802 and memory 804. Depending on the exact
configuration and type of computing device, memory 804
(storing, instructions to perform projection of an image onto
a specimen) may be volatile (such as RAM), non-volatile
(such as RAM, flash memory, etc.), or some combination of
the two. This most basic configuration is illustrated in FIG.
8 by dashed line 806. Further, environment 800 may also
include storage devices (removable, 808, and/or non-remov-
able, 810) including, but not limited to, magnetic or optical
disks or tape. Similarly, environment 800 may also have
input device(s) 814 such as keyboard, mouse, pen, voice
input, etc. and/or output device(s) 816 such as a display,
speakers, printer, etc. Also included in the environment may
be one or more communication connections 812, such as
LAN, WAN, point to point, etc. In embodiments, the con-
nections may be operable to facility point-to-point commu-
nications, connection-oriented communications, connec-
tionless communications, etc.

Operating environment 800 typically includes at least
some form of computer readable media. Computer readable
media can be any available media that can be accessed by
one or more processing units (or processors) 802 or other
devices comprising the operating environment. By way of
example, and not limitation, computer readable media may
comprise computer storage media and communication
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media. Computer storage media includes volatile and non-
volatile, removable and non-removable media implemented
in any method or technology for storage of information such
as computer readable instructions, data structures, program
modules or other data. Computer storage media includes,
RAM, ROM, EEPROM, flash memory or other memory
technology, CD-ROM, digital versatile disks (DVD) or other
optical storage, magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic
disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any other
non-transitory medium which can be used to store the
desired information. Computer storage media does not
include communication media.

Communication media embodies computer readable
instructions, data structures, program modules, or other data
in a modulated data signal such as a carrier wave or other
transport mechanism and includes any information delivery
media. The term “modulated data signal” means a signal that
has one or more of its characteristics set or changed in such
a manner as to encode information in the signal. By way of
example, and not limitation, communication media includes
wired media such as a wired network or direct-wired con-
nection, and wireless media such as acoustic, RF, infrared,
microwave, and other wireless media. Combinations of the
any of the above should also be included within the scope of
computer readable media.

The operating environment 800 may be a single computer
operating in a networked environment using logical connec-
tions to one or more remote computers. The remote com-
puter may be a personal computer, a server, a router, a
network PC, a peer device or other common network node,
and typically includes many or all of the elements described
above as well as others not so mentioned. As an example, the
operating environment 800 may be shared between one or
more imaging systems, such as a breast imaging system and
a specimen imaging system (e.g., system 100). As another
example, each imaging system (e.g., breast imaging system)
may each have a unique operating environment 800. As a
further example, the operating environment 800 may be
shared between multiple breast imaging system(s) and/or
multiple specimen imaging system(s). The logical connec-
tions may include any method supported by available com-
munications media. Such networking environments are
commonplace in offices, enterprise-wide computer net-
works, intranets, and the Internet.

Although aspects of the present disclosure are described
with respect to image analysis of living breast tissue, it
should be appreciated that the present disclosure may also be
useful in variety of other applications where identifying
different densities of cells may improve image analysis, such
as imaging excised breast tissue, other tissue, bone, living
organisms, body parts, or any other object, living or dead.

As should be appreciated, while the above methods have
been described in a particular order, no such order is
inherently necessary for each operation identified in the
methods. For instance, the operations identified in the meth-
ods may be performed concurrently with other operations or
in different orders. In addition, the methods described above
may be performed by the systems described herein. For
example, a system may have at least one processor and
memory storing instructions that, when executed by the at
least one processor, cause the system to perform the methods
described herein.

The embodiments described herein may be employed
using software, hardware, or a combination of software and
hardware to implement and perform the systems and meth-
ods disclosed herein. Although specific devices have been
recited throughout the disclosure as performing specific
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functions, one of skill in the art will appreciate that these
devices are provided for illustrative purposes, and other
devices may be employed to perform the functionality
disclosed herein without departing from the scope of the
disclosure.

This disclosure describes some embodiments of the pres-
ent technology with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which only some of the possible embodiments were
shown. Other aspects may, however, be embodied in many
different forms and should not be construed as limited to the
embodiments set forth herein. Rather, these embodiments
were provided so that this disclosure was thorough and
complete and fully conveyed the scope of the possible
embodiments to those skilled in the art. Further, as used
herein and in the claims, the phrase “at least one of element
A, element B, or element C” is intended to convey any of:
element A, element B, element C, elements A and B,
elements A and C, elements B and C, and elements A, B, and
C.

Although specific embodiments are described herein, the
scope of the technology is not limited to those specific
embodiments. One skilled in the art will recognize other
embodiments or improvements that are within the scope and
spirit of the present technology. Therefore, the specific
structure, acts, or media are disclosed only as illustrative
embodiments. The scope of the technology is defined by the
following claims and any equivalents therein.

What is claimed is:
1. A method for contrast-enhanced tomosynthesis imag-
ing, the method comprising:
immobilizing a breast of a patient that has been exposed
to a contrast agent, the patient’s breast positioned
substantially between an x-ray source and an x-ray
detector, wherein a filter is positioned between the
x-ray source and the patient’s breast to proportionally
filter a subset of energies of x-ray dose from the x-ray
source;
acquiring, while the patient’s breast is immobilized, a
plurality of tomosynthesis projection images at a single
x-ray energy passing through the filter, and wherein the
single x-ray energy includes at least one x-ray energy
greater than 33 keV;
processing the plurality of tomosynthesis projection
images without image subtraction to obtain a plurality
of filtered reconstructed tomosynthesis slice images;
and
displaying at least one image of the filtered reconstructed
tomosynthesis slice images.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the filter comprises
coppet.
3. The method of claim 1, wherein the subset of energies
of' the single x-ray energy proportionally filtered by the filter
includes at least one energy below 33 keV.
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4. The method of claim 3, wherein the subset of energies
of' the single x-ray energy proportionally filtered by the filter
includes energies below 40 keV.
5. The method of claim 3, wherein the contrast agent has
an absorption of the single x-ray energy that is greater for
higher energies.
6. An apparatus for contrast-enhanced tomosynthesis
imaging, the apparatus comprising:
an x-ray source capable of selectively moving relative to
a patient’s breast;
an imaging x-ray detector;
a immobilization mechanism for immobilizing the
patient’s breast, wherein the patient’s breast has been
exposed to a contrast agent, the immobilization mecha-
nism disposed between the x-ray source and the imag-
ing x-ray detector and comprising a paddle disposed
between the breast and the x-ray source and a platform
disposed between the breast and the x-ray detector;
a filter insertable into the apparatus between the x-ray
source and the patient’s breast, wherein the filter pro-
portionally filters a subset of energies of an x-ray dose
emittable by the x-ray source;
a processor; and
memory storing instructions that, when executed by the
processor, cause the apparatus to perform a set of
operations comprising:
selectively moving the x-ray source through a plurality
of selectable positions while emitting a single emis-
sion of a single x-ray energy from the x-ray source
at each of the plurality of selectable positions;

detecting, by the x-ray detector, the single emission of
the single x-ray energy from the plurality of select-
able positions, after the single emission of the single
x-ray energy passes through the filter and the
patient’s breast;

based on the detected single emission of the single
x-ray energy from the plurality of selectable posi-
tions, generating, by the processor operatively con-
nected to the x-ray detector, a plurality of tomosyn-
thesis projection images; and

processing without image subtraction, by the processor,
the plurality of tomosynthesis projection images to
obtain a plurality of filtered reconstructed tomosyn-
thesis slice images.

7. The system of claim 6, wherein the filter comprises an
element with an atomic number of at least 21.

8. The system of claim 7, wherein the filter comprises as
sheet member that has a thickness ranging from 0.1 mm to
0.5 mm.

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the sheet member of the
filter comprises copper.

10. The system of claim 8, wherein the sheet member is
removably secured by an edge member.
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