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(54) Title: REMOTE SWITCH UNIT

(57) Abstract: The present invention, describes a remote
switch unit, generally for activating a power switch such as
a light switch, the unit including a body, having a first and
second end, the body adapted to attach securely to a wall
mounted switch body, at least a first switch means located
atthe first end, a switch activating means located at the sec-
ond end, the first switch means being remotely operatively
connected to the switch activating means. Thus the remote
switch body is then placed over or in close proximity to a
wall mounted switch body by a fastening means and acti-
vation of the first switch means operates a switch located
on the wall mounted switch body.
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REMOTE SWITCH UNIT
FIELD OF THE INVENTION
The present invention relates to a device for remotely activating a switch.

In particular, the invention relates to a device for remotely activating domestic

household switches.
DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART

Electrical switches, such as light switches or power switches, are conventionally
placed at heights that are considered to be ergonomic, depending upon the
application, or according to aesthetic convention.

In practice, this means that a light switch on a wall in a domestic application is

placed approximately 1250mm above the surface of the floor. This then allows
a person of an average height to operate the switch without having to bend too
low or reach too high. In older style homes, light switches are more often than
not placec approximately 1400mm above the floor and in order to maintain this
aesthetic appearance new light switches that are retrofitted into old homes are
also placed at this same height.

Of course, in certain applications, a light switch, or electrical switch, may be
positioned anywhere on a wall depending upon the intended use of the switch.
For example, an electrical switch for an extiaust fan may be placed high up on a
wall as it may not need to be turned on and off frequently. The power switches
are traditionally placed relatively close to the ground so that there is not an
unsightly amount of cord leading to the appliance, hanging down the wall.

As switches ¢an be placed anywhere on a wall, which is best done during the
initial installation of the electrical system, houses are traditionally then built to
suit particular individuals. In particular, when building housing for people in
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wheel chais, for example, light switches and electrical switches are located
within easy reach of a person sitting in a wheel chair so that these switches can
be activated without the person having to either reach too high or too low that

they may place themselves in a precarious position.

Additionally, wall switches placed at an ergonomic height for an adult, may not
be suitable: for a child and thus the child may need to stand on a chair for
example in order to reach the switch and again may place themselves in a

precarious or dangerous position that might even lead to a fall.

Another prablem associated with wall switches is that in the event that for
example, a wheel chair bound person wants to purchase a house with regular
switch fittings then it would be necessary to perhaps relocate those switches to
a more suitable height, which adds significant expense. Indeed, the very nature
of a switch being in a fixed position on a wall can be quite problematic to certain
individuals, be they wheel chair bound or perhaps even suffering back problems
that makes kneeling down to low switches uncomfortable.

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide a device for remotely activating
a switch such as a wall switch or power point switch.

itis an object of the present invention to overcome, or at least substantially
ameliorate, the disadvantages and shortcomings of the prior art.

Other objects and advantages of the present invention will become apparent
from the following description, taking in connection with the accompanying
drawings, wherein, by way of illustration and example, an embodiment of the
present invention is disclosed,

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
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According to the present invention,’althbugh this should not be seen as limiting
the inventicn in any way, there is provided a remote switch unit including a
body, havirg a first and second end, the body adapted to attach securely to a
wall mounted switch body, at least a first switch means located at the first end,
a switch activating means located at the second end, the first switch means
being remctely operatively connected to the switch activating means such that,
in use, the remote switch body is placed over or in close proximity to the wall
mounted switch body by a fastening means and activation of the first switch
means operates a switch located on the wall mounted switch body.

In preference, the at least first switch means is a toggle switch pivotally
interconnected to the switch activating means.

In prefererice, there is a second switch means pivotally interconnected with the
switch activating means, located at the second end of the body.

In preference, the switch activating means is a roller.

In preference, the switch activating means is supported by the remote switch
unit body.

In preference, the remote switch unit body includes integral guides to

accommodate the switch activating means.

In preference, the integral guides urge the switch activating means against the
wall mounted switch.

In preference, the fastening means is an adhesive patch.
In preference, the adhesive patches are remdvable.

In preference, the first switch means is remotely operatively connected to the
switch aclivating means by a connecting member.
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In preference, the second switch means is operatively connected to the

. connecting member,

In preference, the remote switch unit body has an inner face, a portion of which
is shaped to accommodate an outer shape of a wall mounted switch body.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

By way of example, an employment of the invention is described more fully
hereinafter with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG 1 is a perspective view of the remote switch unit according to a first

embodiment,
FIG 2 is a alan view,

FiG 3 is a partially transparent view of FIG 1 showing the fitting of the unitto a
light switch,

FIG 4 is a side sectional view of the unit, showing the mechanism of operation.
DETAILED DESCRIFTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring now to the drawings, one embodiment of the invention includes a
remote switch unit 6 having a body 10 and a first end 12 and a second end 14.

Located &t the first end 12 is a first switch means, being a toggle switch 16. .
The toggle switch 16 is then pivotally connected to the connecting member 20
via the pivot join 22,

The connzcting member 20 is then directly connected to the shaft 22 passing
through the roller 24,

The shaft 22 has a portion 26 that projects outwardly from the roller 24 and fits
within slots 30 in the opening 32 of the body 10. The slots 30 are located such
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that movement of the shaft 22 within the opening 32 urges the raller 24 against
the switch 38 of the wall mounted switch body 40. In this way then by activating
the toggle switch 16, the connecting member 20 forces the roller 24 on to the
protruding portion of the switch 38 with sufficient force to activate it.-

To deactivate the switch, toggle switch 16 is simply reversed so that again the
roller 24 urges against the projecting portion of the switch 38 thus deactivating
the switch. -

Although the current invention is described using toggle switches, other

switches may also be utilised.

The body 10 has an inner face 41 having a recessed portion 42 shaped to -
accommodate a switch bady plate 40. As would well be appreciated by those
skilled in the art, minor modifications can be made to the recessed portion 42 in
order to accommodate different sized switch body piates 40. To ensure correct
orientation and alignment of the roller 24 with the switch 38, the body 10 has a
protruding portion 44 that abuts a section 43 of the switch body plate 40.

In this maniner then the remote switch unit 5 can be quickly and-easily
orientated onto the switch plate body 40 and held in place by fasteners 48
which can be of the removable type so that the remote switch unit can be
reroved from the switch bady and wall 7 without necessarily leaving damage or
unsightly marks. Alternatively, screws, clips or other fastening devices may be
employed depending upon needs.

Additionally, the remote switch unit 5 may also include a second toggle switch
48 pivotally connected to the connecting member 20 by pivot 50. In this way it
is then possible for a first person to activate the switch via a first toggle switch
16 and a second person may then choose to use the second toggle switch 48.

As would sow be obvious, the remote switching unit 5 can be used in situations
where it is desirable to place a switch at a point lower than that that exists on
the wall, c¢r in the alternative should the switch on the wall be too low then the
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remote switching unit can be applied upside down to place the switch higher up
~ on the wall so that the user does not necessarily need to bend too far down in

order to acivate it.

Although the invention has been herein shown and described in what is

5 conceived to be the most practical and preferred embodiment, it is recognized
that departures can be made within the scope of the invention, which is not to
be [imited to the details described herein.
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CLAIMS

. Aremote switch unit including a body, having a first and second end, the

body adapted to attach securely to a wall mounted switch body, at least a
first switch means located at the first end, a switch activating means
locared at the second end, the first switch means being remotely
operatively connected to the switch activating means such that, in use,
the remote switch body is placed over or in close proximity to the wall
mounted switch body by a fastening means and activation of the first
switch means operates a switch located on the wall mounted switch
body.

. The remote switch unit as claimed in claim 1, wherein the at least first

switch means is a toggle switch pivotally interconnected to the switch

activating means.

. The remote switch unit as claimed in claims 1 or 2, wherein there is a

second switch means pivotally interconnected with the switch activating
mezns, located at the second end of the body.

-

. The remote switch unit as claimed in claim 2, wherein the switch

activating means is a roller.

. The remote switch unit as claimed in claim 1, wherein the switch

activating means is supported by the remote switch unit body.

. The remote switch unit as claimed in claim 5, wherein the remote switch

unit body includes integral guides to accommodate the switch activating

means.

. The remote switch unit as claimed in claim 6, wherein the integral guides

urge the switch activating means against the wall mounted switch.
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8. The -emote switch unit as claimed in claim 7, wherein the fastening
means is an adhesive patch.

9. The -emote switch unit as claimed in claim 8, wherein the adhesive

patches are removable.

10. The “emote switch unit as claimed in claim 9, wherein the first switch
means is remotely operatively connected to the switch activating means
by a-connecting member.

11. The “emote switch unit as claimed in claim 10, wherein the second
switch means is operatively connected to the connecting member.

12. The ~emote switch unit as claimed in claim 11, wherein the remote switch
unit body has an inner face, a portion of which is shaped to
accommodate an outer shape of a wall mounted switch body.

13. The remote switch unit as defined with reference to the accompanying

drawings and described within the text,
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