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(57) ABSTRACT

A laser welding apparatus (1) includes a laser welding head
(5) configured to irradiate a workpiece (10) with laser light,
a welding filler feeding mechanism (6) configured to supply
a welding material to a position on which laser welding is
performed, and a hollow structural moving mechanism
(100) configured to move a welding unit (50) including the
laser welding head and the welding filler feeding mecha-
nism. The hollow structural moving mechanism has an
insertion portion (3a) through which an optical cable (41) of
the laser welding head and a wire material (62) of the
welding filler feeding mechanism are inserted.
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1
LASER MACHINING METHOD

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a Divisional Application of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 15/999,780 filed Aug. 20, 2018, which
is a National Stage of International Application No. PCT/
JP2017/045914 filed Dec. 21, 2017, claiming priority based
on Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-071614 filed Mar.
31, 2017, the content of which is incorporated herein by
reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a laser welding apparatus,
a laser machining apparatus, a laser welding method, a
method for manufacturing a bearing, a method for manu-
facturing a machine, a method for manufacturing a vehicle,
a bearing, a machine, and a vehicle, and particularly, to a
technique for performing a laser processing of an arbitrary
shape such as an annular shape or an S shape on an object
main body to be machined.

TECHNICAL BACKGROUND

For example, Patent Document 1 describes an apparatus
configured to perform laser welding on a tubular (cylindri-
cal) workpiece when a laser moves only in a Z direction
(vertical direction) by rotating a workpiece. Patent Docu-
ment 2 describes an apparatus configured to perform laser
welding on a tubular (cylindrical) workpiece when a laser
moves only in an X direction (a horizontal direction which
is perpendicular to a vertical direction) by rotating a work.

RELATED ART DOCUMENTS
Patent Document

Patent Document 1
Japanese Patent Application, Publication No. 2017-001068
Patent Document 2
Japanese Patent Application, Publication No. 2015-226925

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

An object of an aspect of the present invention is to
provide a laser welding apparatus, a laser machining appa-
ratus, a laser welding method, a method for manufacturing
a bearing, a method for manufacturing a machine, and a
method for manufacturing a vehicle which are appropriate
for miniaturization of an apparatus, are appropriate for a
relatively large workpiece, and/or are advantageous for
handing an optical cable and a material. Another object of an
aspect of the present invention is to provide a laser welding
apparatus, a laser machining apparatus, a laser welding
method, a method for manufacturing a bearing, a method for
manufacturing a machine, and a method for manufacturing
a vehicle which can manufacture a high quality product. Yet
another object of an aspect of the present invention is to
provide a high-quality bearing, machine, and a vehicle.

Solution to Problem

A laser machining apparatus according to a first aspect of
the present invention includes: a head having an optical
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2

outlet from which laser light is output; an optical cable
attached to the head; a nozzle attached to the head to direct
a material supplied to a target; a moving mechanism having
a driving portion; and a controller, wherein the moving
mechanism includes a first mechanism to allow the head to
move in a curved manner in at least a two-dimensional plane
and a second mechanism, which has a rotational axis, to
allow the head to rotate 360° or more around the rotational
axis along with the optical cable and the material, and the
controller has an attitude control mode in which the moving
mechanism is controlled so that the head rotates around the
rotational axis while the head moves in the curved manner
in at least the two-dimensional plane.

A second aspect of the present invention is a laser welding
apparatus which performs laser welding on a workpiece
including: a laser welding head configured to irradiate the
workpiece with laser light; a welding filler feeding mecha-
nism configured to supply a welding material to a position
on which the laser welding is performed; and a hollow
structural moving mechanism configured to move a welding
unit including the laser welding head and the welding filler
feeding mechanism, the hollow structural moving mecha-
nism having an insertion portion through which wire mate-
rials of the laser welding head and the welding filler feeding
mechanism are inserted.

A third aspect of the present invention is a laser welding
method using the laser welding apparatus in which the
hollow structural moving mechanism and a two-dimensional
actuator are synchronously driven so that an irradiation
direction of laser light of the laser welding head and a
feeding direction of a welding filler of the welding filler
feeding mechanism are upheld in a predetermined manner
with respect to a traveling direction of the laser welding
head.

A fourth aspect of the present invention is a laser welding
method using the laser welding apparatus in which the
hollow structural moving mechanism and a three-dimen-
sional actuator are synchronously driven so that an irradia-
tion direction of laser light of the laser welding head and a
feeding direction of a welding filler of the welding filler
feeding mechanism are upheld in a predetermined manner
with respect to a traveling direction of the laser welding
head.

A bearing according to a fifth aspect of the present
invention has an inner ring, an outer ring, a roller, a pin, a
cage ring and a welded portion in which the pin and the cage
ring are welded, and the welded portion is provided only
around the pin.

A bearing according to a sixth aspect of the present
invention is manufactured using the above-described laser
machining apparatus or the above-described laser welding
apparatus.

A machine according to a seventh aspect of the present
invention includes: the above-described bearing.

A vehicle according to an eighth aspect of the present
invention includes the above-described bearing.

A method for manufacturing a bearing according to a
ninth aspect of the present invention includes using the
above-described laser machining apparatus or the above-
described laser welding apparatus.

A method for manufacturing a machine according to a
tenth aspect of the present invention includes using the
above-described laser machining apparatus or the above-
described laser welding apparatus.

A method for manufacturing a vehicle according to an
eleventh aspect of the present invention includes using the
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above-described laser machining apparatus or the above-
described laser welding apparatus.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

According to an aspect of the present invention, it is
possible to provide a laser welding apparatus, a laser
machining apparatus, a laser welding method, a method for
manufacturing a bearing, a method for manufacturing a
machine, and a method for manufacturing a vehicle which
are appropriate for miniaturization of an apparatus, are
appropriate for a relatively large workpiece, and/or are
advantageous for handing an optical cable and a material.
Furthermore, according to an aspect of the present invention,
it is possible to provide a laser welding apparatus, a laser
machining apparatus, a laser welding method, a method for
manufacturing a bearing, a method for manufacturing a
machine, and a method for manufacturing a vehicle which
can manufacture a high quality product. According to an
aspect of the present invention, it is possible to provide a
high-quality bearing, machine, and vehicle.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A is a schematic diagram showing a laser machin-
ing apparatus (laser welding apparatus) according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 1B is a schematic explanatory view of an XYZ stage
in the laser welding apparatus.

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating the movement of a head
during laser processing.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating the movement of the head
during laser processing in an attitude control mode.

FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating the movement of the head
during laser processing in the attitude control mode.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram illustrating a plurality of
examples of a cavity unit.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram illustrating an extra-large
size roller bearing as an example of a target to be machined.

FIG. 7A is a schematic diagram illustrating a welded
portion in metal active gas (MAG) welding.

FIG. 7B is a schematic diagram illustrating a welded
portion in laser welding.

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram showing a conventional
laser welding apparatus.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

An embodiment of a laser machining apparatus (laser
welding apparatus) according to the present invention will
be described below on the basis of the drawings. Note that
the present invention is not to be interpreted to be limited to
this embodiment and the design thereof can be appropriately
modified within the scope of the present invention.

In this specification, the laser machining apparatus is an
apparatus configured to perform a predetermined processing
on a target using laser light and a processing material. In an
example, the laser machining apparatus is a laser welding
apparatus configured to supply a filler as a material (wire
material, welding material, or filler material) and energy of
laser light and to perform a welding processing on a machin-
ing position on a target. In the laser welding apparatus, a
workpiece is irradiated with laser light as an energy source
from an optical outlet of a laser head. Part of the workpiece
and/or the filler is melted and then the melted material
solidifies. The laser welding apparatus can include a hybrid
type welding apparatus for laser welding and other welding,
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for example, a laser/arc hybrid welding apparatus obtained
by combining laser welding and arc welding. In another
example, the laser machining apparatus can be applied to an
apparatus configured to perform processes other than a
welding processing using laser light and a material such as
a three-dimensional printing system.

In one embodiment, as illustrated in FIG. 1A, a laser
welding apparatus (laser machining apparatus) 1 includes a
laser welding head (laser head or head) 5 configured to
irradiate a workpiece 10 with laser light (laser beam) 51 and
a welding filler feeding mechanism (feeder) 6 configured to
supply a welding material to a position at which laser
welding is performed. The head 5 includes an optical outlet
(outlet surface or distal end element) 5a through which the
laser light 51 is output. At least part of the welding filler
feeding mechanism 6 is attached to the laser welding head
5. In an example, the head 5 has an optical cable (laser
transmission optical fiber cable) 41 and a nozzle (material
guide) 61 attached thereto. The nozzle 61 directs a process-
ing material (filler material) 62 supplied to the target (work-
piece) 10. The filler 62 is fed through a feeder function of the
welding filler feeding mechanism 6 and the filler 62 is
pushed out from the distal end (nozzle opening) of the
nozzle 61. The nozzle 61 is fixed to the head 5 using a
bracket (attachment plate) 63. The head 5 can be moved
using a moving mechanism (hollow structural moving
mechanism) 100 which will be described later. The nozzle
61 supported by the head 5 can be moved together with the
head 5. The head 5 and the nozzle 61 move integrally with
each other, and accordingly the optical cable 41 and the
material (filler material) 62 move. For example, the material
62 can include a wire material and a material other than a
wire material (powder material, fluid material, or the like).

In the related art, as illustrated in FIG. 8, in order to
perform laser welding in an annular shape to join a compo-
nent whose external form is cylindrical to another compo-
nent, an annular welding path 14 is obtained by fixing a
workpiece 15 to a main rotational shaft 16, rotating the
workpiece 15 (in an arrow symbol L direction), and keeping
an attitude of the laser head 12 fixed. Generally, in order to
prevent reflected light from a surface of the workpiece 14
from returning directly to and damaging the laser head 12 in
the laser welding apparatus 11, a laser irradiation axis is
inclined by a fixed angle (head axis inclination angle) D1
with respect to a vertical direction of a surface of the
workpiece 15.

In a conventional laser welding apparatus, when annular
laser welding is performed on part of a very large target
object to be machined (workpiece), a size of a mechanism
for rotating the workpiece is large and thus a large instal-
lation space for the laser welding apparatus is required. On
the other hand, when annular laser welding is performed on
a fixed workpiece by rotatably moving the welding head,
interference between, twisting of, or the like a wiring and
cables is an obstacle if it is attempted to rotate a welding
head axis to keep the welding head and a feeding direction
of the welding filler fixed. Particularly, when an optical fiber
transmission type laser is used, a laser transmission optical
fiber cable is vulnerable with respect to a physical force and
bending. Thus, it is necessary not to apply an excessive force
to the laser transmission optical fiber cable.

Referring again to FIG. 1A, in one embodiment, the laser
welding apparatus (laser machining apparatus) 1 includes
the moving mechanism (hollow structural moving mecha-
nism) 100 having a driving portion such as a motor and a
control unit (a controller) 110. The moving mechanism 100
has a first mechanism 2 and a second mechanism 3.
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The first mechanism 2 guides the head 5 along at least a

predetermined two-dimensional plane (for example, an XY
plane). The second mechanism 3 has a rotational axis W and
guides the rotation of the head 5. When the first mechanism
2 is used, the head 5 can be moved in a curved manner in at
least a two-dimensional plane (for example, an XY plane).
When the second mechanism 3 is used, the head 5 can rotate
360° or more around a rotational axis W along with the
optical cable 41 and the material 62.
Examples of a rotatable range include 0° or more and about
360, 390, 420, 450, 480, 510, 540, 570, 600, 630, 660, 690,
or 720 or less. The above-described numerical values are
typical examples and the rotatable range is not limited to the
above-described numerical values. In addition, the first
mechanism 2 can be configured to be able to displace a
position of the head 5 in a direction which is orthogonal to
a two-dimensional plane (for example, a position in a Z
direction or a vertical direction) while moving the head 5 in
a two-dimensional plane (for example, an XY plane or a
horizontal plane). The first mechanism 2 can include a
two-dimensional actuator which can move in an X direction
and a'Y direction (for example, a unit obtained by combining
an XY stage and a single-axis actuator). Alternatively, the
first mechanism 2 can include a three-dimensional actuator
which can move in the X direction, the Y direction, and the
Z direction (for example, a unit obtained by combining an
XY7Z stage and a single-axis actuator). Alternatively, the first
mechanism 2 can be configured to include an articulated
robot. In an example of a single-axis actuator, the first
mechanism 2 can include a carrier unit obtained by inte-
grally combining a ball screw, a linear guide, and a support
bearing.

The rotational axis W can be set to be parallel to an axis
(for example, the Z axis or a vertical axis) which is orthogo-
nal to a predetermined two-dimensional plane (for example,
an XY plane or a horizontal plane). The rotational axis W
moves along with the movement of the head 5 using the first
mechanism 2. In other words, when the head 5 moves in a
curved manner above a two-dimensional plane, the rota-
tional axis W also moves in a curved manner above the
two-dimensional plane in accordance with the movement of
the head 5. In an example, the rotational axis W is disposed
near a rear portion of the head 5 (an end portion on an input
side of the laser light 51 or a side to which the optical cable
41 is attached) rather than a front portion thereof (an end
portion on an output side of the laser light or the optical
outlet 5a). In another example, the rotational axis W is
disposed near a center of the head 5. In yet another example,
the rotational axis W is disposed near a front portion of the
head 5 rather than a rear portion of the head 5. For example,
the rotational axis W may be set to cross a front portion, a
central portion, or a rear portion of a main body of the head
5. Alternatively, the rotational axis W may be set at a
position away from the main body of the head 5 such that it
does not substantially cross the main body of the head 5.

In an example, the laser welding apparatus (laser machin-
ing apparatus) 1 includes a head axis tilting mechanism 4
and at least one of the head 5 and the nozzle 61 is disposed
to be inclined with respect to the rotational axis W. For
example, a central axis of the head 5 may be arranged to be
inclined with respect to the rotational axis W so that the laser
light 51 is incident on a machining position on the workpiece
10 substantially in an inclined manner. The laser light 51
reflected from the workpiece 10 is substantially prevented
from being directed toward the head 5 and thus damage to
the head 5 due to the reflected light is prevented. For
example, a central axis of the nozzle 61 is arranged to be
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inclined with respect to the rotational axis W so that a
material (filler material) is fed to a machining position on the
workpiece substantially in an inclined manner. Thus, a
material 61 is appropriately set between the workpiece 10
and the head 5. The energy of the laser light 51 is appro-
priately transmitted to the material 61 and the melted
material 61 is appropriately disposed on a welding target
portion Q.

The controller 110 includes a storage device that stores a
control program or the like which controls the moving
mechanism 100 and a processor (processor, processing
circuitry, or circuitry) configured to execute the control
program. The controller 110 has an attitude control mode for
controlling the moving mechanism 100 so that the head 5
rotates around the rotational axis W while the head 5 is
moving in a curved manner at least in a two-dimensional
plane.

In an example, as illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3, in the
attitude control mode, the controller 110 controls the moving
mechanism 100 so that a location of at least one of the
optical outlet 5a of the head 5 and the distal end of the nozzle
61 is upheld in front of a machining position (welding
position) P above a target (forward in a moving direction of
the head 5) while the head 5 is moving in a curved manner
at least in a two-dimensional plane. For example, during a
welding processing, both of the optical outlet 5a of the head
5 and the distal end of the nozzle 61 are continuously located
in front of the machining position (welding position) P
above the target (forward in the moving direction of the head
5).

In an example, as illustrated in FIG. 3, positions of the
optical outlet 54 and the distal end of the nozzle 61 are
located at forward positions with respect to the machining
position P on an extension line of a straight line portion in
a welding target portion (target line) Q in the straight line
portion (forward positions in the moving direction of the
head 5). Alternatively, the positions may be at forward
positions with respect to the machining position P in a
tangential direction of a curved line in a curved portion of
the target line Q. Laser light is radiated from the front of the
machining position P toward the machining position P in the
tangential direction in the curved portion of the target line Q
and a material (filler material) is supplied in the tangential
direction. When a constant attitude of the head 5 is main-
tained with respect to the machining position P, high quality
and uniform welding is performed on the entire welding
target portion Q. In another example, the head 5 can be set
to an attitude different from the above-described attitude
with respect to the machining position P. An attitude of the
head 5 is set in accordance with machining conditions such
as a shape of a target and thus an irradiation direction of the
laser light 51 and a supply direction of the material (filler
material) are appropriately controlled.

In an example of the attitude control mode illustrated in
FIG. 4, the welding target portion (target line) Q has an
annular shape in which it surrounds a center position S. In
other words, it is necessary to perform welding over the
entire circumference of a circular ring. When the first
mechanism 2 is used, the head 5 moves along a circular route
(path) surrounding a center position S in the XY plane
(circling motion 400). At that time, the rotational axis W of
the head 5 also moves on a circular path “T”. When the
second mechanism 3 is used, the head 5 can rotate 360° or
more around the rotational axis W at any position on the
circular path (rotational motion 410). In other words, the
head 5 can rotate 360° or more around the rotational axis W
irrespective of the position of the rotational axis W on the
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circular path T. Thus, an attitude (e.g., an orientation) of the
head 5 with respect to the target position (i.e., machining
position) P can be controlled. In other words, an irradiation
direction of laser light and a supply direction of a material
(filler material) with respect to a target are managed. Even
in the case of a large workpiece 10, an appropriate attitude
of the head 5 is maintained with respect to the machining
position P of the workpiece (i.e., target) 10 along the entire
circular path without moving the workpiece 10. As a result,
high quality and uniform welding is performed on the entire
welding target portion Q. It should be noted that a target line
is not limited to an annular shape and can be, for example,
a quadrangular shape or a wave shape. It is possible to
perform laser welding on components having any joining
surfaces.

Referring again to FIG. 1A, in one embodiment, the
second mechanism 3 is supported by the first mechanism 2
and includes a cavity unit (hollow unit) 30 connected to the
head 5. In the embodiment, the cavity unit 30 includes a
rotating body (hollow shaft) 31, a supporting body 32, and
a motor 33. The supporting body 32 is supported by the first
mechanism 2. The rotating body 31 is rotatably supported by
the supporting body 32. The head 5 is fixed to the rotating
body 31. A driving force of the motor 33 is transmitted to the
rotating body 31. The head 5 rotates along with the rotation
of'the rotating body 31. A rotational axis of the rotating body
31 coincides with the rotational axis W of the head 5. The
rotation of the head 5 around the rotational axis W is guided
via the cavity unit 30. The cavity unit 30 can be configured
such that a driving force of the motor 33 is transmitted to the
rotating body 31 via a transmission member such as a gear
or a belt. Alternatively, the cavity unit 30 can include a
hollow motor in which the rotating body 31, the supporting
body 32, and the motor 33 are integrally combined. In
another example, the cavity unit 30 can have a different
constitution from the above-described constitution.

The cavity unit 30 can have a cavity (insertion portion) 3a
provided at least along the rotational axis W. As illustrated
in a plurality of examples in FIG. 5, the cavity unit 30 is
provided on a first surface 30a which is a surface on a first
side in a direction along the rotational axis W (first end
surface) and can have an opening 30al connected to the
cavity 3a. The cavity unit 30 is provided on a second surface
3056 which is a surface on a second side in the direction along
the rotational axis W (second end surface) and can have an
opening 3051 connected to the cavity 3a. In an embodiment,
the cavity unit 30 includes a tubular rotating body 31 and can
be configured such that a through hole as the cavity 3a is
provided in the rotating body 31. In another example, the
cavity unit 30 can be configured such that the cavity 3a is
provided in a member having a shape other than a tubular
shape. Alternatively and/or additionally, the cavity unit 30
can be configured to be divided into a plurality of members
in an axial direction. In the cavity unit 30, the plurality of
separate members can be configured to be able to move
relative to each other.

As illustrated in FIG. 1A, parts of the optical cable 41
attached to the head 5 and the material (filler material) 62 are
arranged in the cavity 3a. When the optical cable 41 and the
material 62 are arranged at least along the rotational axis W,
the movement of the optical cable 41 and the material 62
during the rotational motion of the head 5 is minimized. As
a result, a load on the optical cable 41 and the material 62
during an operation of the head 5 is reduced and damage or
the like with respect to the optical cable 41 and the material
62 is prevented. Furthermore, the cavity 3a is advantageous
in downsizing the entire apparatus. In addition, a laser
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welding apparatus 1 can be configured such that part of the
main body of the head 5 is arranged in the cavity 3a of the
second mechanism 3 in addition to the optical cable 41 and
the material 62.

Here, examples of target objects to be machined to be
applied to the laser machining apparatus (laser welding
apparatus) 1 include a workpiece for manufacturing bearings
such as a large roller bearing, an extra-large size roller
bearing (an ultra-large roller bearing), or a bearing for a
rolling mill roll neck. Bearings manufactured using the laser
machining apparatus 1 can be provided in machines and
vehicles. These machines can include machines (machinery)
which use human power for power and machines which use
power other than human power for power. Examples of
machines include work machines, power generators, rolling
mills, and the like. Furthermore, examples of vehicles
include automobiles, railroad vehicles, large vehicles, con-
struction machine vehicles, and the like. Examples of target
objects to be machined include a shaft for a wind power
generator, a workpiece for manufacturing a member config-
ured to support a gear, and the like. Alternatively, compo-
nents other than those described above can be target objects
to be machined. For example, the laser welding apparatus 1
can be used not only for roller bearing cage pin welding but
also for the general vehicle component (automobile compo-
nent) welding.

In an embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6, an extra-large size
roller bearing (cylindrical roller bearing) is a workpiece to
be machined. The extra-large size roller bearing has a
“roller” disposed between an inner ring and an outer ring. An
end portion of a pin 300 inserted into the roller is joined to
a plate member (cage ring) 310. For this joining, a welding
processing is performed on the target portion (circular target
line) Q over the entire circumference of the end portion of
the pin 300. In another example, as a bearing, bearings of
other types such as tapered roller bearings and bearings
other than roller bearings can be adopted.

In an embodiment of a tapered roller bearing, as illus-
trated in FIG. 7A, when metal active gas (MAG) welding is
used, a filler is supplied over the entire end portion of the pin
300 (welded portion 320). In this case, a sputter diameter is
relatively large and a thermal effect is relatively wide. As
illustrated in FIG. 7B, when laser welding is used, it is easy
to set a welding target portion to a necessary minimum, and
for example, only the surrounding of the end portion of the
pin 300 can be subjected to welding (welded portion 330).
In other words, in an embodiment of a tapered roller bearing,
the bearing illustrated in FIG. 7B has an inner ring 250, an
outer ring 260, a roller 270, the pin 300, and the cage ring
(lateral plate) 310 and the welded portion 330 is provided
only around the end portion of the pin 300. In this case, the
sputter diameter is very small and an amount is also rela-
tively small. Thus, a thermal effect is relatively narrow. As
a result, high quality and uniform welding is performed over
the entire target and a high quality product can be expected.
Also in another example, high quality and uniform welding
is performed over the entire target on a bearing or a
workpiece other than a bearing and a high quality product
can be expected.

An example associated with welding of a roller bearing
will be described below. As illustrated in FIG. 1A, in this
example, a laser machining apparatus is a laser welding
apparatus 1 configured to perform laser welding on a work-
piece 10. The laser welding apparatus 1 includes a hollow
structural moving mechanism 100 configured to move a
laser welding head 5 configured to irradiate the workpiece
10 with laser light, a welding filler feeding mechanism 6
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configured to supply a welding material 62 to a position on
which laser welding is performed, and a welding unit 50
including the laser welding head 5 and the welding filler
feeding mechanism 6 and including an insertion portion 3a
through which an optical able 41 of the laser welding head
5 and a wire material 62 of the welding filler feeding
mechanism 6 can be inserted. The hollow structural moving
mechanism 100 includes a hollow shaft 31 joined to the
welding unit 50 and a motor 33 configured to rotate the
hollow shaft 31. In an embodiment, the hollow structural
moving mechanism 100 can include a hollow motor capable
of rotating the welding unit 50. The nozzle 61 is disposed to
be inclined with respect to the rotational axis W. The laser
welding apparatus 1 includes a head axis tilting mechanism
(tilting mechanism) 4 having the laser welding head 5 and
the welding filler feeding mechanism 6 attached thereto such
that it is inclined downward in a vertical direction for the
purpose of performing laser welding on an object to be
machined (workpiece or target), a hollow unit 30 having a
rotational axis W configured to rotate the head axis tilting
mechanism 4, and an XYZ stage (three-dimensional actua-
tor) 2 configured to rotate the rotating head axis tilting
mechanism 4 along a plane position of the workpiece 10 on
which laser welding is performed. Alternatively, a unit in
which a two-dimensional actuator, a three-dimensional
actuator and/or a uniaxial actuator are combined can be used
instead of the XYZ stage. Drive control for the XYZ stage
2, the hollow unit 30, the laser welding head 5, and the
welding filler feeding mechanism 6 is performed by the
controller 110.

As illustrated in FIG. 1B, the XYZ stage 2 can move
three-dimensionally in XYZ directions and an X-direction
linear motion mechanism 21 is attached to move in a plane
in the XYZ stage 2 in a horizontal direction which is
perpendicular to a vertical direction. A Y-direction linear
motion mechanism 22 is attached to move in a plane in the
XYZ stage 2 in a horizontal direction which is perpendicular
to a vertical direction in a direction different from an X
direction.

The X-direction linear motion mechanism 21 and the
Y-direction linear motion mechanism 22 synchronously
rotate with the rotational axis W while being driven in two
directions, that is, an X direction and a Y direction in a plane,
such that a center of the rotational axis W draws a circle
(refer to reference symbols 400 and 410 in FIG. 4) and the
laser welding head 5 is configured to always face a prede-
termined direction with respect to a welded place of the
work item 10. A Z-direction linear motion mechanism 23 is
attached to move in the XYZ stage 2 in the vertical direction.
The Z-direction linear motion mechanism 23 is driven so
that the focal point of the laser light 51 is aligned with a
welded place of the workpiece 10 before welding is started
to adjust a laser irradiation position from the laser welding
head 5.

The head axis tilting mechanism 4 is a common integral
supporting body including the laser welding head 5 and the
welding filler feeding mechanism 6 configured to supply the
welding material 62 and can be moved in an arbitrary
direction using a servomotor 33 configured to rotatably drive
the hollow unit 30. Furthermore, in order to prevent reflected
light from a surface of the workpiece from returning directly
to the laser welding head 5, the laser welding head 5 is
attached such that a laser irradiation axis has a fixed angle
(head axis inclination angle) D2 with respect to an axial
direction of the rotational axis W.

The hollow unit 30 (the hollow shaft 31) has a hollow and
circular (annular) outer circumferential surface when
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viewed from the axial direction of the rotational axis W and
the plate-like head axis tilting mechanism 4 included in the
XYZ stage 2 and protruding from the lower side of the outer
circumferential surface is attached above the outer circum-
ferential surface thereof. The hollow unit 30 includes a gear
having a structure in which it turns along a circular outer
circumferential (ring) surface in synchronization with the
rotation of the head axis tilting mechanism 4 about the
rotational axis W when the servomotor 33 is driven.

In this way, since the workpiece 10 is not rotated, the
apparatus can be miniaturized. Furthermore, when the hol-
low unit 30 in which an axis center portion serving as the
rotational axis W is the hollow insertion portion 3a is used,
it is possible to pass a welding filler wire 62, a laser
transmission optical fiber cable 41, or the like through the
insertion portion 3a. Thus, a burden is not exerted on a wire
material such as the welding filler wire 62 and the laser
transmission optical fiber cable 41 even when the laser
welding head 5 rotates 360° as in circular welding. There-
fore, it is possible to prevent a wiring such as the laser
transmission optical fiber cable 41 from being twisted and
damaged. Furthermore, when disposing the laser welding
head 5 at a distance from the workpiece 10, it is possible to
insert a part of the head 5 into the insertion portion 3a
serving as a hollow portion in the hollow unit 30 (refer to
FIG. 4).

The laser welding head 5 has a rod shape in which it
protrudes downward in the axial direction of the rotational
axis W and is attached to be able to change an angle thereof
with respect to the rotational axis W using the head axis
tilting mechanism 4. A laser beam is transmitted to the laser
welding head 5 via the laser transmission optical fiber cable
41 from a laser oscillation apparatus (not shown). Further-
more, a plurality of lenses as an optical system configured to
converge the laser light 51 up to an intensity necessary for
laser welding are disposed in the laser welding head 5. Thus,
the laser welding head 5 radiates energy (laser light) in a
state in which the converged laser light 51 is condensed on
the workpiece 10 as a heat source. A beam spot of the laser
light 51 is radiated with a very small diameter (for example,
a diameter of about several hundred um or less) with high
positional accuracy. It is possible to prevent the laser trans-
mission optical fiber cable 41 from being twisted and
damaged when a rotational coupling is provided to a cou-
pling portion between the laser transmission optical fiber
cable 41 and the laser welding head 5.

The welding filler feeding mechanism 6 has a downward
and inclined attitude together with the head axis tilting
mechanism 4 and the laser welding head 5 and is movably
attached using the attachment plate 63. In the embodiment,
the planar movement in the X axis direction and the Y axis
direction is synchronized with the rotation of the W axis so
that the head axis inclination angle D2 and a feed attitude of
the welding filler feeding mechanism 6 are maintained in a
predetermined attitude during welding and driving is per-
formed so that an irradiation direction of the laser light 51
and a feeding direction of the welding filler feeding mecha-
nism 6 are upheld in a predetermined manner with respect to
a traveling direction of the laser welding head 5 (refer to
FIG. 4). Furthermore, the welding filler is fed in accordance
with a welding speed.

As a welding material fed by the welding filler feeding
mechanism 6, the welding filler wire 62 which is generally
fed in feeding a wire is used. The welding filler nozzle 61
configured to set a position to which the welding filler wire
62 is fed is provided in the welding filler feeding mechanism
6.
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The laser welding method according to the embodiment
performs laser welding on the workpiece 10 in an annular
shape through operations of the head axis tilting mechanism
4 having the laser welding head 5 and the welding filler
feeding mechanism 6 attached thereto to be inclined down-
wardly in the vertical direction, the hollow unit 30 having
the rotational axis W configured to rotate the head axis
tilting mechanism 4, and the XYZ stage 2 configured to
rotate the rotating head axis tilting mechanism 4 along the
plane position of the workpiece 10 on which the laser
welding is performed. Drive control for the XYZ stage 2, the
hollow unit 30, the laser welding head 5, and the welding
filler feeding mechanism 6 is performed by the controller
110.

The above-described laser welding method using the laser
welding apparatus 1 will be described below with reference
to the schematic diagram in FIG. 4.

Before welding

(1) The workpiece 10 is fixed to a placing table. In the
embodiment, the workpiece 10 to be welded is a
metallic member and a plurality of annular welded
places Q serving as portions on which welding is
performed are present on an upper end surface of the
workpiece 10 in the axial direction (refer FIGS. 6 and
7B). Examples of such a member include a cage or the
like used for a roller bearing. A roller bearing cage of
a welding pin type is constituted of a pin configured to
pass through a hollow roller and upper and lower cage
rings configured to hold the pin, one of the cage rings
and a pin end portion are fixed using a screw or the like
and the other cage ring is joined through welding.

(2) The laser welding apparatus 1 having the laser welding
head 5 and the welding filler feeding mechanism 6
mounted therein is set in the XYZ stage 2 having the
X-Y-(plane)-direction linear motion (movement)
mechanisms 21 and 22 and the rotational axis W. At
that time, in order to prevent the occurrence of inter-
ference or twisting, the laser transmission optical fiber
cable 41, the welding filler wire 62, and the like are
caused to pass through the insertion portion 3a serving
as the hollow portion in the hollow unit 30.

(3) In order to perform setting so that the laser welding
head faces a predetermined direction with respect to the
machining position (welding position) P of the work-
piece 10 by adjusting the X-direction linear motion
mechanism 21 and the Y-direction linear motion
mechanism 22 and to prevent reflected light from the
surface of the workpiece from returning directly to the
laser welding head 5, the laser welding head 5 is
attached so that the laser irradiation axis has the fixed
angle (head axis inclination angle) D2 with respect to
the axial direction of the rotational axis W. Examples of
the head axis inclination angle D2 include about 1, 2,
3,4,5,10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, 40, 45, 50, 60, 70, or 80°.
The above-described value is an example of a typical
numerical value and an inclination angle is not limited
to the above-described values.

(4) A position of the laser welding head 5 is adjusted in
advance so that the focal point of the laser light 51 is
aligned with a welding target portion of the workpiece
10 by driving the Z-direction linear motion mechanism
23. In addition, the welding filler feeding mechanism 6
and a distal end position and a direction of the filler
nozzle 61 are adjusted so that the welding filler wire 62
is appropriately fed to the machining position P.
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12
During welding

(1) When the welding operation is started, as illustrated in
FIG. 4, the controller 110 causes the X-Y-direction
linear motion mechanisms 21 and 22 and the hollow
shaft 3 in the XYZ stage 2 to operate so that the
machining position P traces a preset welding shape (a
circle Q which is a circle having a radius R in an upper
end surface of the workpiece 10 in the embodiment)
while a direction of the laser welding head 5 is upheld
in a predetermined matter with respect to the machining
position P.

(2) To be specific, the X-direction linear motion mecha-
nism 21 and the Y-direction linear motion mechanism
22 are synchronously driven so that the center of the
rotational axis W draws a circle in an X-Y planar shape
and the rotational axis W is caused to be synchronously
rotated. In other words, the movement trajectory of the
W axis using the XYZ stage 2 (a circle of a broken line
in FIG. 4) and the rotation of the laser welding head 5
indicated by a circle of a solid line moving on the
broken line in FIG. 4 are synchronized. Thus, the
machining position P moves on the circle Q while the
direction of the laser welding head 5 is kept fixed in a
predetermined manner with respect to the machining
position P.

(3) Since the head axis inclination angle D2 and the
attitude of the welding filler feeding mechanism 6 are
always kept in a predetermined attitude during welding,
the reflected light of the laser light 51 does not reach the
laser welding head 5. Furthermore, it is possible to
perform laser welding with a rotation angle of 360° or
more with respect to the workpiece 10 because the
welding filler wire 62 is continuously fed to the
machining position P appropriately.

EXPLANATION OF NUMERALS AND
CHARACTERS

1 Laser welding apparatus (laser machining apparatus)

2 XYZ stage (XY stage)

4 Head axis tilting mechanism

5 Laser welding head

6 Welding filler feeding mechanism

10 Work item (workpiece)

100 Hollow structural moving mechanism

The invention claimed is:

1. A laser machining apparatus comprising:

a head having an optical outlet from which laser light is
output;

an optical cable attached to the head;

a nozzle attached to the head to direct a material supplied
to a target; and

a moving mechanism having a driving portion;

wherein the moving mechanism includes a first mecha-
nism configured to allow the head to move in a curved
manner in at least a two-dimensional plane and a
second mechanism, which has a rotational axis and a
cavity unit that has a cavity provided along the rota-
tional axis, to allow the head to rotate 360° or more
around the rotational axis along with the optical cable
and the material,

a tilting mechanism is arranged between the cavity unit
and the head, the tilting mechanism is attached to the
cavity unit and is configured to change an angle of the
head with respect to the rotational axis, and

a controller has an attitude control mode in which the
moving mechanism is controlled so that the head
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rotates around the rotational axis while the head moves
in the curved manner in at least the two-dimensional
plane.

2. The laser machining apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the cavity unit is supported by the first mechanism
and joined to the head, and

the optical cable and the material are arranged through the
cavity of the cavity unit.

3. The laser machining apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the head and the nozzle are disposed to be inclined
with respect to the rotational axis.

4. The laser machining apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein, in the attitude control mode, the moving mecha-
nism is controlled so that a location of at least one of the
optical outlet of the head and a distal end of the nozzle is
upheld in front of a machining position while the head
moves in the curved manner in at least the two-dimensional
plane.

5. The laser machining apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein, in the attitude control mode, the moving mecha-
nism is controlled so that an irradiation direction of the laser
light is in a tangential direction of a curved line of a curved
machining target.

6. A laser welding apparatus which performs laser weld-
ing on a workpiece, comprising:

a laser welding head configured to irradiate the workpiece

with laser light;

an optical cable attached to the laser welding head;

a welding filler feeding mechanism attached to the laser
welding head, and configured to supply a welding
material to a position on which the laser welding is
performed;

a hollow structural moving mechanism configured to
move a welding unit including the laser welding head
and the welding filler feeding mechanism, the hollow
structural moving mechanism comprising a cavity unit
defining a rotational axis and including a cavity, the
cavity being provided along the rotational axis and
through which an optical cable of the laser welding
head and a wire material of the welding filler feeding
mechanism are inserted; and

a tilting mechanism arranged between the cavity unit and
the laser welding head, the tilting mechanism being
attached to the cavity unit and being configured to
change an angle of the laser welding head with respect
to the rotational axis,

wherein, in a state in which the optical cable of the laser
welding head and the wiring material of the welding
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filler feeding mechanism are inserted through the inser-
tion portion the cavity of the hollow structural moving
mechanism, the laser welding head is allowed to rotate
360° or more around the rotational axis.

7. The laser welding apparatus according to claim 6,
wherein the hollow structural moving mechanism includes a
hollow shaft that is joined to the welding unit and a motor
configured to rotate the hollow shaft.

8. The laser welding apparatus according to claim 6,
wherein the hollow structural moving mechanism includes a
hollow motor capable of rotating the welding unit.

9. The laser welding apparatus according to claim 6,
comprising:

a two-dimensional actuator configured to move the weld-

ing unit and the hollow structural moving mechanism.

10. The laser welding apparatus according to claim 6,
comprising:

a three-dimensional actuator configured to move the
welding unit and the hollow structural moving mecha-
nism.

11. The laser welding apparatus according to claim 6,

wherein

the tilting mechanism is configured to allow the laser
welding head to be attached to be inclined with respect
to a vertical direction.

12. The laser welding apparatus according to claim 6,
wherein a rotational coupling is provided at a coupling
portion between the laser welding head and a laser trans-
mission optical fiber cable serving as the wire material of the
laser welding head.

13. The laser welding apparatus according to claim 6,
further comprising:

a controller having an attitude control mode in which the
hollow structural moving mechanism is controlled so
that the laser welding head rotates around the rotational
axis while the laser welding head moves in a curved
manner in at least a two-dimensional plane.

14. A laser welding method using the laser welding
apparatus of claim 6, wherein the hollow structural moving
mechanism and a two-dimensional actuator are synchro-
nously driven so that an irradiation direction of laser light of
the laser welding head and a feeding direction of the welding
filler of the welding filler feeding mechanism are upheld in
a predetermined manner with respect to a traveling direction
of the laser welding head.
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