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(54) Method and system for increasing network capacity in an optical network

(57) An optical network includes an optical ring op-
erable to communicate optical traffic and a plurality of
nodes coupled to the optical ring. Each node is operable
to passively add and drop one or more traffic streams to
and from the optical ring. Each traffic stream comprises

at least one channel. The plurality of nodes comprise a
hub node operable to selectively pass or terminate a plu-
rality of individual sub-bands of the optical traffic and a
plurality of sub-band nodes each operable to terminate
a respective sub-band of the optical traffic.
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