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(57) The invention relates to a travel pillow cover
comprising:
a cover body; and
two vertically oriented anchor mechanism bodies, each
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body at a respective static attachment point;
wherein each of said anchor mechanism bodies, from its
respective static attachment point, is configured to pass
around a seatback headrest wing before attaching to it-
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Description

[0001] This application claims the priority benefit of
U.S. Provisional Pat. App. No. 62/531,278 to Sternlight
et al., filed on July 11, 2017 and entitled "Travel Pillow
with Anchoring Features"; of U.S. Provisional Pat. App.
No. 62/571,785 to Sternlight et al., filed on October 12,
2017 and entitled "Travel Pillow with Anchoring Fea-
tures"; of U.S. Provisional Pat. App. No. 62/574,366 to
Sternlight et al., filed on October 19, 2017 and entitled
"Travel Pillow with Anchoring Features" and of U.S. Pat-
ent Application No. 15/904,400 to Sternlight et al., filed
on February 25, 2018 and entitled "Travel Pillow with
Anchoring Features." Each of these applications is fully
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety, including
but not limited to its specification, claims, and figures.

BACKGROUND

Field

[0002] This disclosure relates generally to travel pil-
lows and cushions, and more particularly to travel pillows
and cushions including features for anchoring or attach-
ment to a seat or headrest, and even more particularly
to travel pillows and cushions including anchor mecha-
nisms with bodies that loop around a portion of a headrest
to secure the travel pillow or cushion to the headrest.

Description of the Related Art

[0003] Travel pillows are used by airplane travelers
and others in order to provide support to a user’s neck
and head. Examples of travel pillows are described, for
example, in commonly assigned U.S. Pat. No. 9,635,962
to Sternlight et al., which describes in some embodiments
a pillow with base and raised cushions with mutually flush
and substantially flat rear walls; PCT Pat. App. Pub. No.
WO/2015/138654 to Wong et al.; and U.S. Pub. No.
2017/0086607 to Wong et al. Each of these applications
is fully incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.
[0004] While many prior art travel pillows provide sup-
port for a user’s head, they do not prevent the user’s body
from falling forward. In an effort to solve this problem,
U.S. Pat. No. 9,414,691 to Blyberg describes devices for
anchoring a travel pillow to a headrest, such as the head-
rest of an airplane seat, via a system of cords with rigid
hooks. However, such a system is inconveniently un-
wieldy for travelling, and further requires looping of the
cords around the travel pillow’s legs in a manner that can
be unstable. U.S. Pub. No. 2005/0179300 to O’Connor
also describes a headrest system that can be attached
to a headrest via a system that is similarly unwieldy. U.S.
Pat. No. 6,435,617 to McNair describes a system with a
strap for attaching a neck rest to a headrest, but the strap
is on a swivel which can cause it to become loose and
need readjustment, and the device includes bulky plates
attached to the cushion by a bolt or pin in order to be

operational. U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,544,378 to Chow and
7,938,491 to Montuore include belt-like straps which can
be difficult and time-consuming to tighten.
[0005] Modern airplane seat headrests often include
wings, which are designed in an attempt to provide side
support to a user’s head. In some instances, the headrest
wings have an adjustable position, such that a user can
rotate them inward toward his or her head to provide clos-
er side support. One example of a seat 10 including a
headrest 12 having wings 14 is shown as part of FIG. 42.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0006] The present disclosure is generally directed to
travel pillows including features for anchoring to a seat
or headrest, such as an airplane headrest including
wings.
[0007] One embodiment of a travel pillow according to
the present disclosure includes a body including a cover.
The travel pillow further includes two anchor mechanisms
each including an anchor mechanism body such as a
strap. The anchor mechanism bodies are attached to the
pillow body, such as to a cover and/or rear portion of the
pillow body. The anchor mechanisms each further in-
cludes a loop or connection mechanism which is also be
attached to the pillow body, such as to the cover and/or
rear portion of the pillow body. Each of the anchor mech-
anism bodies can pass through, loop around, or other-
wise connect to a respective one of the loops or connec-
tion mechanisms, and then loop around a seatback head-
rest wing. The anchor mechanism can then connect to
itself using fasteners such as hook-and-loop fasteners,
such as that provided by Velcro®. In alternative configu-
rations, each anchor mechanism body may connect to
another anchor mechanism body instead of to itself,
and/or the anchor mechanism bodies may connect to
themselves without first passing through a loop or con-
nection mechanism.
[0008] One embodiment of a travel pillow cover ac-
cording to the present disclosure includes a cover body
and two vertically oriented anchor mechanism bodies
each attached to the cover body at a respective static
attachment point. Each of the anchor mechanism bodies
is configured to pass around a seatback headrest wing
before attaching to itself or to the cover body.
[0009] Another embodiment of a travel pillow accord-
ing to the present disclosure includes a travel pillow body
having a memory foam core and a cover over the memory
foam core. The travel pillow also includes first and second
anchor mechanisms attached at least partially to the cov-
er, the anchor mechanisms each comprising an anchor
mechanism body attached to the cover, as well as a loop
attached to the cover. Each of the anchor mechanism
bodies is configured to pass through a respective one of
the loops and reattach to itself so as to itself form a closed
loop. The first and second anchor mechanism bodies are
angled at least slightly outward and away from one an-
other, as opposed to being parallel and directly rearward
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facing.
[0010] Another embodiment of a travel pillow accord-
ing to the present disclosure includes a travel pillow body
and two vertically oriented anchor mechanism bodies at-
tached to a rear of said body, each of said anchor mech-
anism bodies configured to form a loop for looping around
a seatback headrest wing.
[0011] Another embodiment of a travel pillow accord-
ing to the present disclosure includes a body comprising
a cover, the cover comprising four loops, and further in-
cludes two vertically oriented anchor mechanism bodies.
Each of the anchor mechanism bodies is configured to
pass through two of the loops.
[0012] Another embodiment of a travel pillow accord-
ing to the present disclosure includes a memory foam
core and a cover over the memory foam core. The cover
can include first and second regions, with the second
region made of a composite material comprising fibers.
[0013] These and other further features and advantag-
es of the disclosure would be apparent to those skilled
in the art from the following detailed description, taken
together with the accompanying drawings, in which:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014]

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of one embodiment
of a travel pillow according to the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a rear perspective view of the travel pillow
shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a front view of the travel pillow shown in
FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a rear view of the travel pillow shown in
FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a left side view of the travel pillow shown
in FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 is a right side view of the travel pillow shown
in FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 is a top view of the travel pillow shown in FIG.
1.

FIG. 8 is a bottom view of the travel pillow shown in
FIG. 1.

FIGs. 9-16 are front perspective, rear perspective,
front, rear, left side, right side, top, and bottom views,
respectively, of the travel pillow shown in FIG. 1, in
a second configuration.

FIGs. 17A and 17B are front perspective views of
the travel pillow shown in FIG. 1, shown in use with

a headrest, in first and second configurations, re-
spectively.

FIGs. 18-25 are front perspective, rear perspective,
front, rear, left side, right side, top, and bottom views,
respectively, showing a specific combination of ele-
ments of the travel pillow shown in FIG. 1.

FIGs. 26-33 are front perspective, rear perspective,
front, rear, left side, right side, top, and bottom views,
respectively, showing another specific combination
of elements of the travel pillow shown in FIG. 1.

FIGs. 34-41 are front perspective, rear perspective,
front, rear, left side, right side, top, and bottom views
of another embodiment of a travel pillow according
to the present disclosure.

FIG. 42 is a perspective view of another embodiment
of a travel pillow according to the present disclosure.

FIGs. 43A and 43B are perspective views of yet an-
other embodiment of a travel pillow according to the
present disclosure.

FIGs. 44A and 44B are perspective views of yet an-
other embodiment of a travel pillow according to the
present disclosure.

FIG. 45 is a perspective view of yet another embod-
iment of a travel pillow according to the present dis-
closure.

FIGs. 46A and 46B are perspective views of yet an-
other embodiment of a travel pillow according to the
present disclosure.

FIGs. 47A and 47B are perspective views of yet an-
other embodiment of a travel pillow according to the
present disclosure.

FIGs. 48A and 48B are perspective views of yet an-
other embodiment of a travel pillow according to the
present disclosure.

FIGs. 49A and 49B are perspective views of yet an-
other embodiment of a travel pillow according to the
present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0015] The present disclosure describes travel pillows
that include anchoring functionality. The anchoring func-
tionality can connect the travel pillow to a seatback head-
rest so as to prevent or make less likely a user’s head
falling forward, away from the headrest, such as via the
user’s body falling forward. The anchoring functionality
can be provided by, for example, one or more anchoring
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mechanisms attached to the rear of the pillow body or
elsewhere. These anchoring mechanisms can include
bodies that loop around headrest wings to secure the
pillow to the headrest. The anchoring mechanisms can
be substantially vertically oriented.
[0016] The present disclosure is described herein with
reference to certain embodiments, but it is understood
that the disclosure may be embodied in many different
forms and should not be construed as limited to the em-
bodiments set forth herein. The devices and elements
herein may have different shapes and sizes beyond
those shown. It is also understood that when a feature
or element, such as a layer, region, case, cover, frame,
or otherwise may be referred to as being "on" another
element, it can be directly on the other element or inter-
vening elements may also be present. Furthermore, rel-
ative terms such as "inner," "outer," "upper," "above,"
"lower," "beneath," and "below," and similar terms may
be used herein to describe a relationship of one element
to another. It is understood that these terms are intended
to encompass different orientations of the device in ad-
dition to the orientation depicted in the figures.
[0017] Although the terms first, second, etc. may be
used herein to describe various, e.g., elements, compo-
nents, regions, layers and/or sections, these elements,
components, regions, layers and/or sections should not
be limited by these terms. These terms are only used to
distinguish one element, component, region, layer, or
section from another element, component, region, layer,
or section. Thus, a first element, component, region, lay-
er, or section discussed below could be termed a second
element, component, region, layer, or section without de-
parting from the teachings of the present disclosure.
[0018] Unless the context clearly requires otherwise,
throughout the description and the claims, the words
"comprise," "comprising," and the like are to be construed
in an inclusive sense as opposed to an exclusive or ex-
haustive sense; that is to say, in the sense of "including,
but not limited to." Words using the singular or plural
number also include the plural or singular number re-
spectively. When the word "each" is used to refer to an
element, it does not necessarily imply a plurality of the
elements, but can also mean a singular element.
[0019] FIGs. 1-8 show views of a pillow 100 according
to the present disclosure, with FIGs. 9-16 showing the
pillow 100 in a second configuration with opened anchor
mechanisms, and FIGs. 17A and 17B showing the pillow
100 attached to a headrest 12. The pillow 100 comprises
a travel pillow body 102 that can include a cover 103 that
partially or fully covers a core therein, such as a memory
foam core. In some embodiments, the travel pillow body
102 does not have a cover 103. The shapes shown by
the figures in the present disclosure can be the shape of
a body with the cover, or without the cover (e.g., the shape
of a memory foam core). The travel pillow body 102 may
include many features described in U.S. Pat. No.
9,635,962 to Sternlight, such as a substantially flat rear
wall 104, though it is understood that embodiments of

the present disclosure can include many different styles
of travel pillow body, such as those described in PCT
Pat. App. Pub. No. WO/2015/138654 to Wong et al. and
U.S. Pub. No. 2017/0086607 to Wong et al. The travel
pillow body 102 can also include mechanisms for bringing
the legs 106 together or nearer one another, such as two
drawstring halves 140 and a fastener such as those de-
scribed in U.S. Pat. No. 9,635,962 or U.S. Pub. No.
2017/0086607 to Wong et al., and such as the cinch
mechanism 142 shown in FIG. 3 and more fully described
below.
[0020] FIG. 2 shows a rear perspective view of the pil-
low 100. The pillow 100 can include base and raised por-
tions or cushions 102a,102b (referred to herein as "por-
tions" for simplicity). The base portion 102a and raised
portion 102b can include base and raised rear walls
104a,104b, with the substantially flat rear wall of the pil-
low 104 being formed by part or all of one or both of the
base and raised rear walls 104a,104b. In one embodi-
ment, the base and raised rear walls 104a,104b are mu-
tually flush and combine to form the substantially flat rear
wall 104 of the pillow body 102. The pillow body 102 can
include base and raised side walls 114a,114b. In some
embodiments, the pillow body 102 can also include base
and raised curved transition walls 116a,116b between
the base and raised side walls 114a,114b and the base
and raised rear walls 104a,104b. It is understood that
while the above discusses base and raised portions of a
pillow body, pillow bodies without distinct base and raised
portions are possible, including but not limited to pillow
bodies that include rear, side, and curved transition walls.
[0021] The pillow 100 includes two anchor mecha-
nisms 112 which can serve to anchor the pillow 100 to a
headrest, such as to headrest wings. The anchor mech-
anisms 112 can include anchor mechanism bodies 120.
Anchor mechanisms 112 according to the present dis-
closure can include elongated anchor mechanism bodies
such as the anchor mechanism bodies 120. For example,
the anchor mechanism bodies can be 1" to 24" long, or
2" to 20" long, or 6" to 16" long, or 8" to 14" long, or about
11" long. Anchor mechanism bodies 120 according to
the present disclosure can be, for example, ̈ " to 4" wide,
or ©" to 3" wide, or 1" to 2" wide, or about 1.5" wide. The
anchor mechanism bodies 120 can be made of many
different materials and take many different shapes. The
anchor mechanism bodies 120 can be, for example,
straps (as shown), cords, strings, ropes, or other flexible,
rigid, or non-rigid devices as known in the art. The anchor
mechanism bodies 120 can be elastic or inelastic, and
can be cloth, cord, string, rope, nylon, poly cord, rubber,
polyester, parachute cord, webbing, or other devices and
materials as known in the art. In embodiments where the
anchor mechanism bodies 120 are elastic, they can self-
tighten around, for example, a portion of a headrest, to
better secure the travel pillow 100 to the headrest.
[0022] In the specific embodiment shown and as best
seen in FIG. 7, the anchor mechanisms 112 are attached
in a manner so as to span portions of both 1) the rear
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walls 104, and 2) the curved transition walls 116, meaning
they are attached partially to the rear of the pillow body
102 and partially to the curved transition of the pillow
body 102. The anchor mechanisms 112 in the specific
embodiment shown are angled slightly outward and away
from one another (as shown by the arrows in FIG. 7), as
opposed to directly rearward (as shown by the axial bro-
ken line in FIG. 7). This configuration can be particularly
useful for attachment to modern seatback headrest
wings. In one embodiment, the anchor mechanisms 112
and/or anchor mechanism bodies 120 are attached only
to the rear walls 104a,104b, and/or are angled substan-
tially directly rearward. In other embodiments, the anchor
mechanisms 112 and/or anchor mechanism bodies 120
and components thereof are attached only to the base
and/or raised curved transition walls 116a,116b.
[0023] In some embodiments, the anchor mechanism
bodies 120 are attached to the raised rear wall 104b
and/or the top of the pillow body 102, and the anchor
mechanisms 112 also include loops 126 that are attached
(directly or indirectly) to the base rear wall 104a and/or
to the bottom of the pillow body 102 as shown. The op-
posite configuration, with the loops 126 attached above
the anchor mechanism bodies 120, is also possible. In
the embodiment shown and as best seen in FIG. 4, the
anchor mechanisms 112 are substantially vertically ori-
ented and the anchor mechanism bodies 120 and loops
126 are attached substantially directly above or below
one another. In other embodiments, the anchor mecha-
nisms 112 and/or anchor mechanism bodies 120 are not
exactly directly vertical, but instead approach one anoth-
er from top to bottom, or move away from one another
from top to bottom. In some embodiments, the anchor
mechanisms 112 and/or anchor mechanism bodies 120
can be diagonal or substantially horizontal. The attach-
ment points 118 as shown are at the top of the body 102,
though it is understood that they can be placed else-
where, such as at the junction between the base and
raised portions 102a,102b. Similarly, the loops 126 are
shown as attached to the bottom of the base portion 102a,
but it is understood that they can be placed elsewhere,
such as at the junction between the base and raised por-
tions 102a,102b. The attachment points 118 and other
attachment points described herein can be static, in that
the portion of the anchor mechanism body attached at
the attachment point is substantially immovable relative
to the cover and/or is permanently attached to that portion
of the cover, such as by stitching. In other embodiments,
attachment points 118 can be movable.
[0024] The anchor mechanisms 112 can include fas-
teners 122 (in the embodiment shown, including the fas-
teners 122a,122b, referred to generically herein as fas-
teners 122). Fasteners 122 can be, for example, hook-
and-loop fasteners such as those provided by Velcro®.
As used herein, the singular "fastener" may refer to one
component designed to be utilized with a corresponding
component to connect (e.g., the hook portion of a Velcro
connection is a fastener, as is the loop portion). Many

other types of fasteners, including but not limited to fas-
teners that allow the anchor mechanism bodies 120 to
stick or otherwise attach to themselves and other types
of mechanical fasteners, are possible. For instance, fas-
teners including snap connectivity or adhesives are pos-
sible. Fasteners 122 according to the present disclosure
can have the same or smaller width as the anchor mech-
anism body widths described above, and in one embod-
iment have approximately the same width as their re-
spective anchor mechanism bodies, and in another em-
bodiment have widths slightly smaller than their respec-
tive anchor mechanism bodies. Fasteners 122 can have
a width of, for example, ¨" to 4", or ©" to 3", or 1" to 2",
or 1" to 1-15/16" inches, or about 1-3/8", or about 1.5".
Fasteners 122 can have a length of, for example, ¨" to
4", or ©" to 3", or 1" to 2", or 1" to 1-15/16" inches, or
about 1-3/8", or about 1.5".
[0025] One fastener 122a on each anchor mechanism
body 120 can be proximate, adjacent, and/or in contact
with its respective attachment point 118. The fasteners
122a can be outward facing (i.e., facing away from the
travel pillow body 102). Another fastener 122b (shown in
FIG. 9) can be proximate and/or adjacent the end of each
anchor mechanism body 124, the fasteners 122b being
distal from the fasteners 122a so as to provide a suitable
length of anchor mechanism body therebetween for form-
ing a loop for looping around a headrest wing. The fas-
teners 122b can then be fastened to the fasteners 122a
such that the anchor mechanism bodies 120 form a loop,
which can be anchored/looped around, for example, a
portion of a headrest. The anchor mechanism bodies 120
can be taut and/or stretched in this configuration. In an
alternative configuration, the fasteners 122b on each of
the anchor mechanism bodies 120 can connect to the
fasteners 122a of the other anchor mechanism body 120
so as to form an "X" or cross pattern, which can provide
for an extra secure connection between the travel pillow
100 and a seat or headrest. While the fasteners 122a
and other similar fasteners throughout the present dis-
closure are shown along their respective anchor mech-
anism bodies such as the anchor mechanism bodies 120,
it is understood that they can be located in other positions,
such as on the travel pillow body 102 (e.g., the cover
103), and more specifically, such as on the travel pillow
body 102 (e.g., the cover 103) near an attachment point
118.
[0026] As mentioned above, the travel pillow 100 can
also include connection devices (referred to herein for
simplicity as "loops") such as loops 126. The loops 126
can be, for example, D-loops (as shown) or other types
of closed loops. Open loops (e.g., a C-shape) are also
possible, with the pillow body 102 or another device act-
ing to close the loop (e.g., to form a D-shape or O-shape).
In some embodiments, the loops 126 are closed loops
that can be opened, such as carabiners or similar devic-
es. The loops 126 can be attached directly to the body
102, or alternatively auxiliary connection devices such
as the auxiliary connection devices 128 can be used. In
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the embodiment shown, the auxiliary connection devices
128 are stretchable, elastic, and/or non-rigid, whereas
the loops 126 are rigid. It is understood that many differ-
ent embodiments are possible. In some other embodi-
ments, rigid loops and/or auxiliary connection devices
can be used along with detachable anchor mechanism
bodies.
[0027] Embodiments with any number of loops are
possible; for instance, embodiments with one loop total
or per anchor mechanism, two loops total or per anchor
mechanism, three loops total or per anchor mechanism,
four loops total or per anchor mechanism, or more, are
all possible. The loops 126 can be, for instance, cloth,
cord, string, rope, nylon, poly cord, rubber, elastic, poly-
ester, parachute cord, webbing, plastic, composite, met-
al, or other devices and materials as known in the art.
Loops such as the loops 126 can be the same material
as a travel pillow cover, or can be a different material.
For instance, in one specific embodiment, they can be a
structurally stronger material that is less likely to rip or
tear than the material of the travel pillow cover.
[0028] As shown in FIGs. 17A and 17B, each anchor
mechanism 112 can include one or more loops 126. Each
anchor mechanism body 120 can pass through a loop
126 and attach, such as attach to itself via fasteners 122
as shown in FIG. 17A. Alternatively, as shown in FIG.
17B, the anchor mechanism bodies 120 do not pass
through the loops 126 before the fasteners 122 are con-
nected to one another (or the loop is otherwise closed) .
This can result in a configuration where the pillow body
102 rests at a relatively lower position, which can be ad-
vantageous for shorter users. Additionally, as previously
discussed, in both of these configurations, the anchor
mechanism bodies could be configured in an "X" or cross
configuration instead of the traditional configuration
shown. Certain embodiments of the present disclosure
do not include loops 126.
[0029] The anchor mechanisms 112 and/or the anchor
mechanism bodies 120 of the travel pillow 100 can be
placed approximately 1" or more apart from one another
(from inside edge to inside edge of the attachment points
118), or approximately 2" or more apart from one another,
or approximately 3" or more apart from one another, or
approximately 4" or more apart from one another, or ap-
proximately 5" or more apart from one another, or ap-
proximately 6" or more apart from one another, or ap-
proximately 8" or more apart from one another; or, can
be placed approximately 1" to 10" apart from one anoth-
er, or approximately 2" to 8" apart from one another, or
approximately 3" to 6" apart from one another, or approx-
imately 4" to 5" apart from one another, or approximately
4.75" from one another; or, can be placed approximately
15" or less apart from one another, or approximately 12"
or less apart from one another, or approximately 10" or
less apart from one another, or approximately 8" or less
apart from one another, or approximately 6" or less apart
from one another, or approximately 5" or less apart from
one another, or approximately 3" or less apart from one

another. It is understood that embodiments with meas-
urements outside these ranges are possible. In other em-
bodiments the anchor mechanisms 112 and/or anchor
mechanism bodies 120 are less than approximately 1"
apart, and can abut or overlap one another, such as in
an X-pattern. The loops 126 can similarly be placed the
above distances away from one another. The lateral
placement of the attachment points 118 in relation to the
loops 126 can be inside the placement of the loops 126,
slightly inside of the placement of the loops 126, directly
above the placement of the loops 126, slightly outside of
the placement of the loops 126, or outside of the place-
ment of the loops 126.
[0030] In the embodiment shown, the vertical place-
ment of the attachment points 118 is above the loops
126, as opposed to the loops 126 being above the at-
tachment points 118. Users generally apply a downward
force to the pillow 100 when it is anchored to a headrest.
Placing the attachment points 118 above the loops 126
can help to restrict the amount of unwanted movement
of the pillow body 102 since the pillow body 102 is typically
supported by the user’s shoulders. It is understood, how-
ever, that while in the embodiment shown the attachment
points 118 are shown at the top of the body 102 and loops
126 are shown at the bottom of the body 102, the reverse
can be true, and the attachment points 118 can be at the
bottom of the body 102 while the loops 126 are at the top
of the body 102 (or generally, the loops 126 can be above
the attachment points 118).
[0031] Attachment of devices to the pillow body 102,
such as the attachment points 118 or the point where the
auxiliary devices 128 are connected to the pillow body
102, can be at seams of the cover 102, and/or can be
accomplished via stitching or sewing. Additional stitch-
ing/sewing reinforcement, thicker thread, and/or bar tack
reinforcement can be applied at attachment points (such
as at the attachment points 118) compared to other
seams or areas of the cover 103. Placement of the at-
tachment points 118 and/or loops 126 at seams of the
cover 103 can be beneficial in that these areas can be
reinforced easily, thus reducing the possibility of the at-
tachment points and/or loops ripping while maintaining
simplicity in production. As previously discussed, place-
ments for the attachment points 118 and loops 126 other
than at the top and bottom of the body 102 as shown are
possible.
[0032] Anchor mechanisms 112 can include tags 134
which can be used to identify the provider of the pillow
100 or to provide other information. In some embodi-
ments, a tag 134 can be wrapped around the end of the
anchor mechanism body 120 and then attached, such
as via stitching. In the embodiment shown, on the other
hand, a portion of the tag 134 can be sandwiched be-
tween the anchor mechanism body 120 and the fastener
122b. The tag 134 can then be attached in this position,
such as via stitching. This can have advantages in that
the tag 134 may function less rigidly, decreasing annoy-
ance to a user if he or she happens to be touched by the
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tag 134. Tags according to the present disclosure can
be, for example, 1/8" to 1", or ¨" to ª", or about ©" long
when attached (whether as a single layer or, for example,
as a 1" long material folded in half to form a 1" long tag) .
[0033] FIG. 3 shows a front view of the pillow 100 with
drawstring halves 140 extending out of both front ends
of the base portion 102a for bringing the legs 106 together
or nearer one another, such as two drawstring halves
140 and a cinch mechanism or fastener (referred to here-
in simply as a "cinch mechanism") such as those de-
scribed in U.S. Pat. No. 9,635,962 and U.S. Pub. No.
2017/0086607. The drawstring halves 140 can be part
of a single unit wrapping through the pillow 100 from one
front end of the base portion 102a to the other front end
of the base portion 102a. In some embodiments, the
drawstring halves 140 are two separate units that each
wrap through only a part of the base portion 102a or oth-
erwise attach to the pillow body 102, such as to the base
portion 102a and/or the cover 103. The drawstring halves
140 can be tightened to secure the pillow around the
user’s neck, and in some embodiments such that the
pillow body legs touch one another in front of a user’s
neck. In some embodiments, the drawstring halves can
each be attached to a portion of the cinch mechanism
142, such as those described in U.S. Pat. No. 9,635,962
to Sternlight or U.S. Pat. App. Pub. No. 2017/0086607
to Wong et al., for adjusting and maintaining the position
of the drawstring halves 140 and cinch mechanism 142
after tightening. The cinch mechanism 142 can include
two halves or parts that connect to each other, such as
via a mechanical and/or magnetic connection. The cinch
mechanism 142 can be used in any embodiments of the
present disclosure, as can similar mechanisms.
[0034] When the anchor mechanisms 112 are en-
gaged with an object such as a headrest, and the cinch
mechanism is tightened, the pillow 100 can prevent a
user’s body from falling forward. For instance, the user’s
chin can encounter the pillow body legs. The pillow body
legs which, if not anchored, would simply fall forward with
the user and remainder of the pillow, can be held rela-
tively in place via the attachment to the headrest supplied
by the anchor mechanisms 112. As such, a user’s head
and body falling forward can be prevented. It is under-
stood that the anchor mechanisms 112 have additional
benefits without the use of a cinch mechanism, such as
securing of the user’s pillow to a specified location and
helping to prevent falling to the side. Yet another benefit
is that if attached, the pillow 100 will remain attached to
the seat when a user gets up to move around, e.g., an
airplane cabin.
[0035] The connections discussed herein, such as the
fastener connections 122a/122b, the attachment points
118, the loops 126, the connection between the loops
126 and auxiliary connection devices 128, the connection
between the auxiliary connection devices 128 and the
pillow body 102, the cinch mechanism 142 (such as the
two halves of a mechanical fastener), etc., can be de-
signed to release and/or structurally fail for safety pur-

poses when a threshold force or stress is applied.
[0036] The cover 103 can include a pocket 108 which,
as shown, includes an opening at the top thereof, which
can be opened and closed using a zipper mechanism
110. Other types of attachment mechanisms can be used
to open and close the pocket 108 including, but not limited
to, hook-and-loop fasteners such as those provided by
Velcro®, buttons, snaps, adhesives, and laces, to name
a few. The pocket 108 and zipper mechanism 110 can
be part of the cover 103. The zipper mechanism 110 is
positioned approximately along the junction between the
base portion 102a and the raised portion 102b, and is
shown as approximately horizontal. Other placements
and orientations are possible. In some embodiments, the
zipper mechanism 110 is below the junction between the
base portion 102a and the raised portion 102b. In other
embodiments, the zipper mechanism 110 is above the
junction between the base portion 102a and the raised
portion 102b. The pocket 108 can hold a user’s goods,
such as a mobile phone, keys, earplugs, and/or earbuds.
In some embodiments, the pillow 100 has multiple pock-
ets 108. In other embodiments, the pillow 100 has no
pockets 108. In some embodiments the pillow has one
or more pockets without a zipper mechanism 110. In
some embodiments, the pocket 110 has dividers and/or
sub-compartments within the pocket 110.
[0037] Additionally, the cover 103 can also include a
zipper to allow access to a core of the pillow body 102.
For instance, as best seen in FIG. 4, the cover 103 can
include a zipper 150 that can be opened, and the core
and cover 103 can be separated from one another such
that the cover 103 can be separately washed.
[0038] FIGs. 9-16 show the pillow 100 in a configura-
tion with the anchor mechanisms 112 open or unat-
tached. The fastener 122b adjacent the ends of the an-
chor mechanism bodies 124 are not attached to the fas-
teners 122a. In this open position, the user can position
the pillow 100 next to a headrest, then loop and/or close
the anchor mechanisms 112 around the headrest or a
part of the headrest. The tags 134 can be used as grasp-
ing devices to position the anchor mechanism bodies 120
such that the fasteners 122a,122b are coupled together.
[0039] FIGs. 18-25 and FIGs. 26-33 show the pillow
100 with specific combinations of features shown in solid
line. For instance, the pillow 100’ from FIGs. 18-25 in-
cludes a pillow body 102’ (with or without a cover) and
anchor mechanisms 104’, which include anchor mecha-
nism bodies 106’, loops 108’, and fasteners 110’ (with or
without auxiliary connection devices 128’). The pillow
100’’ from FIGs. 26-33 includes a pillow body 102’’ and
anchor mechanisms 104", including anchor mechanism
bodies 106’’ and fasteners 110". It is understood that em-
bodiments of the present disclosure can include these
combinations of features, with or without additional fea-
tures described herein, and with or without other addi-
tional features. It is further understood that one or more
elements of these embodiments can be removed, or can
be replaced by another similarly functioning element or
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another element altogether. Many embodiments are pos-
sible.
[0040] FIGs. 34-41 show an embodiment of a travel
pillow 200 that is similar in shape to those travel pillows
described in U.S. Pat. No. 9,635,962 to Sternlight. The
travel pillow 200 is similar to the travel pillow 100, and
can have a body 202 that includes a cover 280 with a
core therein, such as a memory foam core. The body 202
can include a base cushion or base portion 202a and a
raised cushion or raised portion 202b, which in one em-
bodiment are integral with one another. While the cover
280 is different than the cover 103, it is understood that
all other elements and characteristics of this embodiment
can be similar to or the same as those of the travel pillow
100.
[0041] The cover 280 can be made of a variety of dif-
ferent materials and combinations of materials and can
include different regions. In the specific embodiment
shown, the cover 280 includes a first region 280a of a
first material and a second region 280b (shown with stip-
ple shading instead of line shading) of a second material
different than the first material. In this specific embodi-
ment, the second region substantially corresponds to the
top and inside surfaces of the raised cushion 202b, while
the first region substantially corresponds to the remain-
der of the cover. In another embodiment, the second re-
gion substantially corresponds to the raised cushion
202b while the first region substantially corresponds to
the base cushion 202a. In another embodiment, the sec-
ond region substantially corresponds to the entire inner
surface of the base and raised cushions 202a,202b, while
the first region substantially corresponds to the remain-
der of the cover. In another embodiment, the second re-
gion substantially corresponds to the entire inner surface
of the base and raised cushions 202a,202b, as well as
the top surface of the raised cushion 202b, while the first
region substantially corresponds to the remainder of the
cover. In some embodiments, the second region is 50%
or less of the total cover area, or 40% or less of the total
cover area, or 30% or less of the cover area, or 25% or
less of the cover area, or 20% or less of the cover area,
or 15% or less of the cover area, or 10% or less of the
cover area. In some embodiments, the second region is
5%-45% of the total cover area, or 10%-30% of the cover
area. Many different region arrangements are possible,
and it is further understood that travel pillows and covers
thereof according to the present disclosure can include
only a single region and/or material, or can include three
or more regions and/or materials.
[0042] Many different materials are possible for the
cover, including for the first region and the second region.
For example, materials such as cloth, polyester, cotton,
blends, velour, mesh, and combinations thereof are pos-
sible. One example of a composite cover material ac-
cording to the present disclosure can include hypoaller-
genic, antimicrobial, and/or odor protection technology,
such as metallic fibers like silver fibers. Other types of
fibers, such as plastic fibers and composite fibers, for

example, are also possible. One such example of a com-
posite material including metallic fibers that can be used
in embodiments of the present disclosure is the XT2®

material available from Noble Biomaterials, which uses
silver fibers. Such fibers can be blended with other cover
materials that in some embodiments are more traditional
materials, such as those described above, to form the
composite material. For example, one composite cover
material includes approximately 80-99% traditional ma-
terial (such as polyester, cotton, etc.), and/or approxi-
mately 1-20% fiber material (such as the XT2 silver fibers)
by weight; or approximately 85-97% traditional material,
and/or approximately 3-15% fiber material; or approxi-
mately 90-95% traditional material, and/or approximately
5-10% fiber material. Some embodiments of cover ma-
terial include 1% or more fiber material, 3% or more fiber
material, 5% or more fiber material, 7% or more fiber
material, or 10% or more fiber material. Some embodi-
ments of cover material include 20% or less fiber material,
15% or less fiber material, 10% or less fiber material, 7%
or less fiber material, or 5% or less fiber material. Some
embodiments include approximately 7% fiber material.
[0043] Composite materials utilized in covers accord-
ing to the present disclosure can have different densities,
such as approximately 25-250 g/m2, or approximately
100-200 g/m2, or approximately 125-175 g/m2, or ap-
proximately 145 g/m2, or 25 g/m2 or higher, or 50 g/m2

or higher, or 100 g/m2 or higher, or 125 g/m2 or higher,
or 300 g/m2 or lower, or 250 g/m2 or lower, or 200 g/m2

or lower, or 175 g/m2 or lower, or 150 g/m2 or lower. Many
different embodiments are possible, and it should be un-
derstood that the above ranges and numeric examples
are for exemplary purposes only, and materials with prop-
erties outside these ranges are also possible.
[0044] Other materials are also possible. For example,
one material that can be used in one or more regions of
the cover is Dri-Lex®, available from Faytex Corp.; similar
materials can also be used. Such materials can transfer
heat and mass (e.g., moisture) out of the cover and/or
redistribute them throughout the cover, as opposed to
allowing heat or mass to gather in specific areas that may
cause user discomfort, such as around the neck. Specif-
ically, the Dri-Lex Honeycomb P material can function
well in this regard, as can other honeycomb materials as
known in the art. These materials could be used, for ex-
ample, in regions other than where the previously de-
scribed composite materials are used, such as, for ex-
ample, in the previously-described first regions such as
the first region 280a, or could be used in the second re-
gions such as the second region 280b.
[0045] Composite materials such as those described
above can make up substantially the entire cover, or just
one region of the cover, such as the second regions de-
scribed above. For example, in one specific embodiment,
the second region 280b shown in FIG. 33 or any of the
other second regions described above includes a com-
posite material. Use of these composite materials in the
above-described second regions can be particularly ben-

13 14 



EP 4 371 446 A2

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

eficial, as they can provide anti-microbial properties in
areas near a user’s mouth, which can be the source of
microbes that can eventually impart an odor or bacteria
on the cover 280. The composite materials described
herein can also have a moisture resistant wicking effect
compared to some more traditional materials. As such,
use of the composite materials in areas near a user’s
mouth and/or user’s neck (where the user’s neck abuts
the pillow) can be beneficial in preventing sickness, pro-
viding a cooling effect, and providing a moisture-reducing
effect, while other areas of the pillow can use other ma-
terials to reduce costs or provide durability. Similarly, the
honeycomb style materials described above can be used
to make up substantially the entire cover, or just one re-
gion of the cover, such as one of the first regions de-
scribed above (with one of the composite materials pre-
viously described, for example, making up the corre-
sponding second region).
[0046] Additionally, the different material concepts de-
scribed with regard to FIGs. 33-41 can also be utilized
with other pillow bodies. For example, the body 1202 in
FIGs. 49A and 49B could include a cover, and the area
of the cover corresponding to the protrusions
1202a,1202b could correspond to a second region as
previously described, while other elements (and in some
embodiments, the remainder of the cover) could corre-
spond to the first region. Many different embodiments
are possible.
[0047] Many different materials can be used for the
body of pillows according to the present disclosure,
whether or not those pillows include anchor mechanisms.
In embodiments including anchor mechanisms, the type
of material can work in conjunction with the anchor mech-
anisms to provide a secure connection therebetween.
The covers, regions, materials, and concepts shown and
described with regard to FIGs. 33-41B can all be com-
bined with the embodiments shown in FIGs. 1-32 and
those embodiments described further below.
[0048] FIG. 42 is a rear perspective view of another
embodiment of a travel pillow 400 according to the
present disclosure, attached to the headrest 12 of the
seat 10. The headrest 12 includes wings 14. The travel
pillow body 402 may include many features described in
U.S. Pat. No. 9,635,962 to Sternlight, such as a substan-
tially flat rear wall 404, though it is understood that em-
bodiments of the present disclosure can include many
different styles of travel pillow body, such as those de-
scribed in PCT Pat. App. Pub. No. WO/2015/138654 to
Wong et al. and U.S. Pub. No. 2017/0086607 to Wong
et al. The pillow 400 can include one or more anchor
mechanisms consisting of or comprising anchor mecha-
nism bodies, such as the two vertically-oriented anchor
mechanism bodies 410a,410b. The anchor mechanism
bodies 410a,410b can loop around the wings 14, which
can prevent or make less likely the forward movement
of the travel pillow body 402. The travel pillow body 402
can also include mechanisms for bringing legs 106 to-
gether or nearer one another, such as two drawstring

halves and a cinch mechanism such as those described
in U.S. Pat. No. 9,635,962, such as those cinch mecha-
nisms previously described herein, and such as the cinch
mechanism 820 shown in FIG. 49 and more fully de-
scribed below. Thus, when the anchor mechanism bod-
ies 410a,410b are engaged with the wings 14, the user
falling forward is prevented or made less likely, and when
the travel pillow body 402 is arranged such that the legs
406 are secured together or nearer one another, the user
falling forward is further prevented or made less likely.
[0049] The anchor mechanism bodies 410a,410b can
be made of many different materials and take many dif-
ferent shapes. The anchor mechanism bodies
410a,410b can be, for example, straps (such as elongat-
ed straps as shown), cords, strings, ropes, or other flex-
ible, rigid, or non-rigid devices as known in the art. The
anchor mechanism bodies 410a,410b can be elastic, as
described below with regard to FIGs. 43A and 43B, or
inelastic, and can be cloth, cord, string, rope, nylon, poly
cord, rubber, polyester, parachute cord, webbing, or oth-
er devices and materials as known in the art. Each of the
anchor mechanism bodies 410a,410b is attached to the
pillow body 402 at two points 412. In the specific instance
shown, the points 412 are at the top and bottom of a base
portion of the rear wall 404, though it is understood that
these points can be in many different positions, such as
at the top and bottom of the rear of the pillow body (as
shown in the embodiment of FIGs. 43A and 43B, de-
scribed below). Additionally, fewer or more than two at-
tachment points for each of the anchor mechanism bod-
ies 410a,410b is possible, including a single attachment
point or three or more attachments points. The attach-
ment points 412 need not be on the rear of the pillow but
could also be elsewhere, such as to a side or transition
portion of the pillow body 402. The anchor mechanism
bodies could also include a single long attachment to a
pillow body. For instance, each of the anchor mechanism
bodies 410a,410b could itself be a closed loop, with a
portion of the closed loop attached to the body 402. The
attached portion could be, for example, 1/8" or more, 1/4"
or more, 1/2" or more, 3/4" or more, 1" or more, or 1.5"
or more, or even longer. In some embodiments the an-
chor mechanism bodies can closed loops that are at-
tached at one point, two points, or more than two points.
Further, each of the anchor mechanism bodies
410a,410b could be attached to the outside of the body
402 (such as to the outside surface of a body cover), or
to an inner surface of the body 402, such as the inner
surface of a travel pillow cover or the foam core of a travel
pillow body. In one embodiment where the anchor mech-
anism bodies 410a,410b are closed loops, they can run
through the cover (as opposed to outside the cover, which
is also possible in another embodiment). Embodiments
without closed loops can also run through the cover. One
specific embodiment includes anchor mechanism bodies
comprising closed loops connected to a single attach-
ment point, such as being connected via stitching or via
a single strap/cord/etc. Many different embodiments are
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possible.
[0050] Additionally, while the embodiment of FIG. 42
and some other embodiments shown herein include sub-
stantially vertical anchor mechanism bodies, and FIG. 45
includes a substantially horizontal anchor mechanism
body, other arrangements are possible. For example, an-
chor mechanism bodies could be arranged diagonally,
such that in one embodiment they are nearer one another
or meet one another at the top, and in another embodi-
ment nearer one another or meeting one another at the
bottom. In another embodiment, the anchor mechanism
bodies cross one another, or form an X-shape. Many
different embodiments tailored to meet different headrest
shapes are possible.
[0051] FIGs. 43A and 43B show another embodiment
of a travel pillow 500 with a body 502 including rear wall
504. The pillow 500 includes two anchor mechanism bod-
ies 510a,510b. In the specific embodiment shown, the
anchor mechanism bodies 510a,510b are elastic such
that they can be stretched to the positions shown by
510a’, 510b’ in FIG. 43B or even beyond, and thus are
configured to form a loop (in this case, an open loop, with
the body 502 serving to close the loop). The elasticity of
the anchor mechanism bodies 510a,510b can thus cause
the anchor mechanism bodies 510a,510b to self-tighten
when placed around, for example, headrest wings such
as the headrest wings 14 shown in FIG. 42. The anchor
mechanism bodies 510a,510b and the loops formed
thereby can be substantially flush against the body 502
when in a resting position that is less stretched than when
the anchor mechanism bodies 510a,510b are engaging
another object, such as the wings 14. When in a resting
position, the anchor mechanism bodies 510a,510b can
be stretched, at least slightly stretched, at their equilibri-
um length, at least slightly slack, or slack. An embodiment
with the anchor mechanism bodies 510a,510b at least
slightly stretched while in the resting position can aid in
keeping the anchor mechanism bodies substantially
flush or near flush against the body 502, while also pro-
viding stretching capability that enables looping around,
e.g., wings 14. An embodiment with the anchor mecha-
nism bodies 510a,510b at their equilibrium length or
slightly slack can aid in preserving the material’s elastic-
ity, while also keeping the anchor mechanism bodies rel-
atively close to flush.
[0052] Anchor mechanism bodies according to the
present disclosure, such as the anchor mechanism bod-
ies 510a,510b, can have many different sets of dimen-
sions and can take many different shapes and configu-
rations. In one embodiment, when in the resting position
shown in FIG. 43A, each of the anchor mechanism bodies
510a,510b can be approximately 1" to 10" in length, or
approximately 2" to 7" in length, or approximately 3" to
5.5" in length, or approximately 3.75" to 4.75" in length,
or approximately 4" to 4.5" in length. The anchor mech-
anism length can be 25% or more of the height of the
pillow, 50% or more of the height of the pillow, 75% or
more of the height of the pillow, substantially the height

of the pillow, or longer than the height of the pillow. The
length can be increased via stretching to a stretched po-
sition, such as that shown in FIG. 43B, to a maximum
length of approximately 3" to 30", or approximately 4" to
24", or approximately 6" to 18", or approximately 7" to
16", or approximately 12". Each of the anchor mechanism
bodies 510a,510b, can have a width of approximately
0.25" to 4", or approximately 0.5" to 3", or approximately
1" to 2", or approximately 1.5." The above dimension
ranges can also apply to anchor mechanism bodies that
do not substantially stretch, such as inelastic materials.
It is understood that anchor mechanism bodies with
lengths outside these ranges are possible. The anchor
mechanism bodies 510a,510b and other anchor mech-
anism bodies described herein can be placed apart from
one another at the same or similar distances as previ-
ously described with regard to the anchor mechanisms
112.
[0053] Each of the anchor mechanism bodies
510a,510b in the specific embodiment shown is attached
at two attachment points 512, such as by stitching. The
attachment points 512 can include, for instance, bar tack
reinforcement (as shown by the "x" markings in the fig-
ures), which can aid in withstanding the stresses asso-
ciated with looping the anchor mechanism bodies
510a,510b around headrest wings and the stresses as-
sociated with a user’s head or body leaning or falling
forward. The attachment points 512 can be at a seam of
the travel pillow body (such as at a seam of a cover),
which can aid in strength and ease of manufacture.
[0054] Combinations of the elements from the embod-
iments described herein, such as elements of the travel
pillow 100 with elements of the travel pillow 500, are pos-
sible. For instance, while the travel pillow 500 includes
anchor mechanism bodies 510a,510b that are perma-
nently attached to the travel pillow body 502, in an alter-
native embodiment, only one end of each of the anchor
mechanism bodies 510a,510b is permanently attached,
while the other is removably attached or detachable. For
instance, the travel pillow 500 could include a fastener
component (such as part of a hook and loop fastener) at
each of the lower attachment points 512, while each of
the anchor mechanism bodies 510a,510b can include a
corresponding fastener component (such as the other
part of a hook and loop fastener) along its length and
distal from the upper attachment points 512. Thus, the
anchor mechanism bodies 510a,510b could be wrapped
around headrest wings and then reattached to the travel
pillow body at the fastener components at the lower at-
tachment points 512. Other embodiments, such as the
reverse (where the anchor mechanism bodies are at-
tached permanently only at the bottom attachment points
and removably to the top attachment points) or where
the anchor mechanism bodies are only removably at-
tached, are possible. The anchor mechanism bodies can
be elastic so as to tighten around headrest wings, or can
include another tightening mechanism such as those de-
scribed with regard to other embodiments described
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herein.
[0055] Other types of attachment and reinforcement
are also possible either alone or in various combinations,
including stitching, sewing, adhesives such as glue or
epoxy, rivets, snaps, and other attachment and reinforce-
ment mechanisms. In one embodiment a snap, buckle,
or similarly functioning connection is used, which can pro-
vide for disconnection of the anchor mechanism bodies
from 510a,510b from the body 502 at a certain threshold
force, which can be used as a measure to increase user
safety. Snaps, buckles, or similar devices can also be
used at other portions of the anchor mechanism bodies
510a,510b to provide for the disconnection of pillow body
502 and anchor mechanism bodies 510a,510b, and/or
for the disconnection of the anchor mechanism bodies
510a,510b from a headrest, upon a certain threshold
force being met. In addition to or in place of snaps or
buckles, many other types of disconnection mechanisms
for disconnection of the anchor mechanisms from the
pillow body, and/or for the disconnection of the anchor
mechanisms from a headrest, are possible.
[0056] Similar to the travel pillow 100 and travel pillow
body 102, the travel pillow body 502 can include a cover
and a core therein, with a zipper opening. For instance,
the travel pillow body 202 shown in FIGs. 43A and 43B
includes a zipper opening 506 at the bottom of the body
502. The zipper opening 506 and the applicable attach-
ment points 512 can be placed at the same seam, with
the attachment points 512 above the zipper opening 506.
Similarly, the pillow 600 of FIGs. 44A and 44B includes
an opening such as a zipper opening 606, which in this
case is shown at the top attachment point of the anchor
mechanism bodies 610a, 610b. In such an embodiment,
the opening can be above the attachment mechanisms
610a,610b at the same seam.
[0057] Other tightening functionalities can be utilized
in addition to or in place of elasticity. For example, a fas-
tener tightening mechanism or cinch mechanism can be
used that is similar to or the same as that used in con-
junction with the drawstring mechanisms described in
U.S. Pat. No. 9,635,962 to Sternlight, and/or the cinch
mechanism 820 (described more fully below with regard
to FIG. 49). The travel pillow 600 shown in FIGs. 44A
and 44B includes a pillow body 602 and anchor mecha-
nism bodies 610a,610b that can be tightened using cinch
mechanisms 620. In the specific embodiment shown, the
anchor mechanism bodies 610a,610b are string or cord,
and in some instances can have a substantially circular
cross-section. Many different embodiments are possible.
The anchor mechanism bodies 610a,610b can be, for
example, cords, strings, ropes, straps, webbing, nylon,
or other similar devices, arranged to allow for the func-
tionality of the cinch mechanisms 620. Many different
types of cinch mechanisms are also possible. For exam-
ple, other tightening and cinch mechanisms, such as
cams or ladder lock style devices (described below with
regard to FIGs. 47A and 47B) are possible.
[0058] In the embodiment of FIGs. 44A and 44B, a user

is able to pull the anchor mechanism bodies 610a,610b
through the cinch mechanisms 620. One, two, or more
cinch mechanisms for each anchor mechanism body are
possible. In order to shorten the operable length of the
anchor mechanism bodies 610a,610b, they are pulled
through the cinch mechanisms 620 so as to increase the
total length of the tail portions 662a,662b and decrease
operable length. Similarly, the anchor mechanism bodies
610a,610b can be pulled through the cinch mechanisms
620 so as to decrease the total length of the tail portions
662a,662b, thus increasing the operable length of the
anchor mechanism bodies 610a,610b as a whole. In this
way, the anchor mechanism bodies 610a,610b can be
placed around, for example, wings 14 of a headrest 12,
and then tightened (by shortening of the operable length).
[0059] In one embodiment, each of the anchor mech-
anism bodies 610a,610b can be approximately 6" to 48"
in total length (e.g., the total distance from one attach-
ment point, around the loop formed by the anchor mech-
anism, and to the second attachment point, as shown in
FIGs. 44A and 44B, and including any tail portion), or
approximately 8" to 36" in length, or approximately 10" to
30" in length, or approximately 12" to 20" in length, or
approximately 16" in length. In some embodiments, each
of the anchor mechanism bodies 610a,610b can be 6"
or longer, 12" or longer, or 16" or longer; and in some
embodiments, each of the anchor mechanism bodies
610a,610b can be 30" or shorter, or 24" or shorter, or
20" or shorter, or 16" or shorter. These lengths can in
some instances be increased if, for example, the anchor
mechanism bodies 610a,610b are made of an elastic ma-
terial. It is understood that lengths outside these ranges
are possible. The anchor mechanism bodies 610a,610b
and other anchor mechanism bodies described herein
can be placed apart from one another at the same or
similar distances as previously described with regard to
the anchor mechanism bodies 120.
[0060] While the embodiments of FIGs. 42-44B show
embodiments including two vertically oriented anchor
mechanism bodies, other embodiments are possible. For
instance, FIG. 45 shows a travel pillow 700 including a
body 702 and a horizontally oriented anchor mechanism
710. The anchor mechanism 710 can loop around an
entire headrest or a headrest portion, for example, the
wings 14, such as the corners of the wings 14 (when the
anchor mechanism 710 is moved downward from the po-
sition shown in FIG. 45, as shown by the downward ar-
rows). The anchor mechanism 710 can be connected at
an attachment 712, the area of which can also include,
for instance, a zipper opening or other type of opening.
In another embodiment, the anchor mechanism 710 is
attached to the body 702 inside of a cover of the body,
meaning that it can be stored within the cover of the body
702 when the user wishes (or, if attached outside the
cover, a portion thereof can be stored within the cover).
The anchor mechanism 710 also includes a cinch mech-
anism 720, which can be used to increase/decrease the
operable length of the anchor mechanism 710 (and to
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correspondingly decrease/increase the length of tail por-
tion 762). It is understood that many different various are
possible, including an elastic mechanism substantially
similar to the anchor mechanism bodies 510a,510b de-
scribed above with regard to FIGs. 43A and 43B.
[0061] The anchor mechanism 710 can in some em-
bodiments be about 12" to 60" in length, or about 18" to
42" in length, or about 24" to 40" in length, or about 32" in
length. In some embodiments the anchor mechanism
710 can be about 12" or longer, or about 18" or longer,
or about 24" or longer, or about 32" or longer. In some
embodiments, the anchor mechanism 710 can be about
60" or shorter, or about 42" or shorter, or about 36" or
shorter, or about 32" or shorter. It is understood that em-
bodiments with anchor mechanism lengths outside these
ranges are possible.
[0062] FIG. 46A shows yet another embodiment of a
travel pillow 800 including anchor mechanisms. In this
embodiment, the body 802 includes one or more loops
830. In this specific case, the body 802 includes four
loops 830, two for each anchor mechanism. It is under-
stood that embodiments with any number of loops are
possible; for instance, embodiments with one loop total
or per anchor mechanism, two loops total or per anchor
mechanism, three loops total or per anchor mechanism,
four loops total or per anchor mechanism, or more. The
loops 830 can be, for instance, cloth, cord, string, rope,
nylon, poly cord, rubber, elastic, polyester, parachute
cord, webbing, or other devices and materials as known
in the art, and can be integral with a travel pillow cover
or distinct elements from the travel pillow cover, such as
sewed on elements as shown by the attachments 832.
Loops such as the loops 830 can be the same material
as a travel pillow cover, or can be a different material.
For instance, in one specific embodiment, they can be a
structurally stronger material that is less likely to rip or
tear than the material of the travel pillow cover.
[0063] As shown in FIG. 46B, the travel pillow 800’ can
include anchor mechanism bodies 850 that can pass
through the loops 830. The anchor mechanism bodies
850 can be, for example, straps, and in some instances
can include fasteners such as hook and loop portions to
provide the functionality of closing the loop. Other fas-
teners such as adhesive sticking portions are possible.
Additionally, other types of fasteners are possible, as are
other devices that function to close the loop (such as
snaps, buckles, similar devices, etc.). The anchor mech-
anism bodies 850 can have dimensions similar to or the
same as the anchor mechanism bodies 610a,610b or the
anchor mechanism body 710a described above. It is un-
derstood that other materials and devices, such as those
previously described, can be utilized for anchor mecha-
nism bodies.
[0064] FIGs. 47A and 47B show yet another embodi-
ment of a travel pillow 900 including anchor mechanisms,
with FIG. 47A showing the travel pillow 900 with anchor
mechanism bodies 910a,910b in a relatively loose con-
figuration about the wings 14 of the headrest 12, and

FIG. 47B showing the anchor mechanism bodies
910a,910b in a comparatively tighter configuration. The
pillow 900 includes adjustment devices 960, which are
operably attached to the anchor mechanism bodies
910a,910b to adjust the operable length of the anchor
mechanism bodies 910a,910b. The adjustment devices
960 are shown in this embodiment as ladder locks, such
as those used to adjust the operable length of straps on
a standard backpack. It is understood that many different
types of adjustment devices can be used in place of or
in conjunction with ladder locks, and that adjustment de-
vices such as ladder locks can be used in any embodi-
ment of the present disclosure, including but not limited
to the travel pillow 100 from FIG. 1.
[0065] The anchor mechanism bodies 910a,910b can
be similar to or the same as those anchor mechanism
bodies previously described, such as being elastic or in-
elastic, and made of cloth, cord, string, rope, nylon, poly
cord, rubber, polyester, parachute cord, webbing, or oth-
er devices and materials as known in the art, or combi-
nations thereof. Additionally, the adjustment devices 960
work in conjunction with the anchor mechanism bodies
910a,910b. A tail portion 962a,962b of one or both of the
anchor mechanism bodies 910a,910b can be formed by
drawing a portion of one of the anchor mechanism bodies
910a, 910b through one of the adjustment devices 960.
The tail portions 962a,962b do not form part of the oper-
ative length of the anchor mechanism bodies 910a,910b,
and in this way, those operative lengths are reduced (and
the length of the tail portions increased) such that the
anchor mechanism bodies 910a,910b are tightened. This
can result in a tighter fit around, for instance, the wings
14. Thus, a user can adjust the operative length of the
anchor mechanism bodies 910a,910b to a comfortable
tightness or snugness about a headrest or headrest por-
tions such as wings. Additionally, the combination of the
anchor mechanism bodies 910a,910b and the adjust-
ment devices 960 can be configured to loosen when a
certain threshold force is applied (such as applied by for-
ward movement of a user’s head or body, or applied as
tension to the anchor mechanism bodies themselves),
which can aid in user safety.
[0066] The anchor mechanism bodies 910a,910b can
be attached to the pillow body 902 at any number of lo-
cations, as described above with regard to other embod-
iments. In the specific embodiment shown, the anchor
mechanism bodies 910a,910b are each attached to the
pillow body 902 at top and bottom attachment points 912,
with the top attachment points 912 substantially at the
top of the pillow body 902 and the bottom attachment
points 912 substantially at the bottom of the pillow body
902. However, as previously described, many different
arrangements of the attachment points 912 (including
arrangements with only a single attachment point per an-
chor mechanism, a continuous attachment point per an-
chor mechanism, or three or more attachment points per
anchor mechanism, for example) are possible. The an-
chor mechanism bodies 910a,910b can have dimensions
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similar to or the same as the anchor mechanism bodies
610a,610b or the anchor mechanism body 710a de-
scribed above.
[0067] FIGs. 48A and 48B show yet another embodi-
ment of a travel pillow 1000 including anchor mecha-
nisms, with FIG. 48A showing the travel pillow 1000 with
anchor mechanism bodies 1010a,1010b attached to a
seatback 10, such as at the headrest 12 (including but
not limited to the wing portions 14), and with FIG. 48B
showing a rear perspective view of the pillow 1000. The
anchor mechanism bodies 1010a,1010b can be similar
to or the same as those anchor mechanism bodies pre-
viously described with regard to devices and materials
used to form the anchor mechanism bodies, and can be
connected to a pillow body 1002 at attachment points
1012 that can be substantially similar to or the same as
previously described attachment points.
[0068] Each of the anchor mechanism bodies
1010a,1010b can be connected, such as connected at
one end, to an attachment mechanism such as one of
the attachment mechanisms 1070. The attachment
mechanisms 1070 can be, for example, clip-style mech-
anisms, grasping mechanisms, spring-loaded mecha-
nisms, biased mechanisms such as spring-biased mech-
anisms, hook mechanisms, or other styles of attachment
mechanisms as known in the art. The attachment mech-
anisms 1070 are shown in FIG. 48A as being clipped to,
grasping, or otherwise being connected to the headrest
12, while the attachment mechanisms 1070 are shown
in FIG. 48B in their resting position. In the specific resting
position shown, clip portions 1074 are shown as closed,
though it is understood that in other embodiments these
clip portions 1074 may not completely close and a gap
may remain.
[0069] In the specific embodiment shown, each of the
anchor mechanism bodies 1010a,1010b is connected to
one leg portion 1072 of one of the attachment mecha-
nisms 1070, though it is understood that an anchor mech-
anism can be connected to an attachment mechanism
in another manner, such as connection to two of the leg
portions 1072 or to another portion or portions of the at-
tachment mechanism. Additionally, the anchor mecha-
nism bodies 1010a,1010b are shown as connected to
the pillow body 1002 at only one attachment point 1012
each, that attachment point 1012 being at the top of the
pillow body 1002. However, it is understood that the sin-
gle attachment points 1012 could be located elsewhere,
and further understood that in other embodiments multi-
ple attachment points per anchor mechanism may be
used.
[0070] The use of anchor mechanism such as those
shown in FIGs. 48A and 48B can be particularly applica-
ble to shorter users. The use of the attachment mecha-
nisms 1070 allows a user to place the attachment mech-
anisms 1070 at a higher height relative to the user’s head,
where some other styles of anchor mechanisms may be
able to connect to a headrest when in use by a relatively
taller user. Users can connect the anchor mechanisms

to many different areas on a headrest, including the tops
of wings, bottoms of wings, sides of wings, or areas of a
headrest not corresponding to wings. Additionally, use
of anchor mechanism bodies 1010a,1010b that are con-
nected at only one attachment point, such as the attach-
ment points 1012 substantially at the top of the pillow
body 1002, can also allow for the anchor mechanism
bodies 1010a,1010b to reach to heights that may not be
able to be reached by other anchor mechanisms. The
anchor mechanism length from the pillow body to the
attachment mechanism can be, for example, about
0.5" to about 18", or about 1" to about 12", or about 2" to
about 10", or about 3" to about 8", or about 4" to about
7". The anchor mechanism length from the pillow body
to the attachment mechanism can in some embodiments,
for example, be about 0.5" or longer, or about 1" or long-
er, or about 2" or longer, or about 3" or longer, or about
4" or longer, or about 6" or longer, or about 8" or longer,
or about 10" or longer, or about 12" or longer; and, in
some embodiments, can be about 12" or shorter, or about
10" or shorter, or about 8" or shorter, or about 6" or short-
er, or about 4" or shorter. Additionally, adjustment devic-
es such as the adjustment devices 660 or other adjust-
ment devices can be used to adjust the length of the
anchor mechanism bodies 1010a,1010b, such as to ad-
just the operable length within any of the above ranges.
[0071] Additionally, the attachment mechanisms 1070
can be configured to release from the headrest 12 at a
certain threshold force, or when the anchor mechanism
bodies 1010a,1010b are at a certain tension. Other dis-
connection devices can also be used. Further, as with all
embodiments described herein, the anchor mechanism
bodies 1010a,1010b can be detachable from the pillow
body 1001. Additionally, the attachment mechanisms
1070 may be detachable from the anchor mechanism
bodies 1010a,1010b.
[0072] In one alternative embodiment, loops (such as
loops formed of straps) could be used in place of the
attachment mechanisms 1070, with the operable length
of the loops adjustable so as to tighten around headrest
wings. Many different embodiments are possible, and it
is understood that anchor mechanism bodies with dimen-
sions outside these ranges are possible.
[0073] As previously described, embodiments includ-
ing aspects of the present disclosure can be utilized-with
various different styles of pillow bodies. For example,
FIGs. 49A and 49B show rear and side views of a pillow
1200 according to one embodiment of the present dis-
closure, including a pillow body 1202. The pillow body
1202 can be substantially similar to or the same as those
described in commonly assigned PCT Pat. App. Pub. No.
WO/2015/138654 to Wong et al. and U.S. Pub. No.
2017/0086607 to Wong et al., each of which is fully in-
corporated by reference herein in its entirety, and sub-
stantially similar to or the same as the body of the Evo-
lution Cool® travel pillow available from Cabeau, Inc. The
pillow 1200 can include anchor mechanism bodies
1210a,1210b. In the specific embodiment shown, the an-
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chor mechanism bodies 1210a,1210b are similar to the
anchor mechanism bodies 510a,510b, and can be elastic
straps that can be pulled away from the pillow body 1202
(as shown by position 1210a’ in FIG. 49B) and placed
around, for example, headrest wings. The anchor mech-
anism bodies 1210a, 1210b can have all or some of the
same characteristics as the anchor mechanism bodies
210a,210b. Additionally, it is understood that any of the
previously described anchor mechanisms, such as but
not limited to the anchor mechanisms 112a,112b from
FIGs. 1-16, the anchor mechanisms with anchor mech-
anism bodies 310a,310b from FIGs. 3A and 3B, the loop
and anchor system described with regard to FIGs. 5A
and 5B, or the anchor mechanisms with anchor mecha-
nism bodies 610a, 610b from FIGs. 6A and 6B, could be
utilized with the pillow body 1202.
[0074] Additionally, the different material concepts de-
scribed with regard to FIG. 8 can also be utilized with
other pillow bodies. For example, the body 1202 could
include a cover, and the protrusions 1202a,1202b could
correspond to a second region as previously described,
while the remainder of a cover over the body 1202 could
correspond to the first region. Many different embodi-
ments and region arrangements are possible.
[0075] It is understood that various attributes and ele-
ments of from any one embodiment can also be included
in other embodiments. Although the present disclosure
has been described in detail with reference to certain
preferred configurations thereof, other versions are pos-
sible. The actual scope of the disclosure encompasses
not only the disclosed embodiments, but also all equiv-
alent ways of practicing or implementing the disclosure.
The above detailed description of the embodiments of
the disclosure is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit
the disclosure to the precise form disclosed above or to
the particular field of usage mentioned in this disclosure.
While specific embodiments of, and examples for, the
disclosure are described above for illustrative purposes,
various equivalent modifications are possible within the
scope of the disclosure, as those skilled in the relevant
art will recognize. The elements and acts of the various
embodiments described above may be combined to pro-
vide further embodiments. Further, the teachings of the
disclosure provided herein may be applied to products
and systems other than travel pillows.

Claims

1. A travel pillow cover comprising:

a cover body; and
two vertically oriented anchor mechanism bod-
ies, each of said anchor mechanism bodies at-
tached to said cover body at a respective static
attachment point;
wherein each of said anchor mechanism bodies,
from its respective static attachment point, is

configured to pass around a seatback headrest
wing before attaching to itself or to said cover
body.

2. The travel pillow cover of claim 1, further comprising
two loops attached to said cover body, each of said
anchor mechanism bodies configured to pass
through one of said loops before attaching to itself
or to said cover body.

3. The travel pillow body of claim 2, wherein said static
attachment points are above where said loops are
attached to said cover body.

4. The travel pillow cover of claim 1, further comprising
two fasteners on each of said anchor mechanism
bodies, the two fasteners on each of said anchor
mechanism bodies being distal from one another.

5. The travel pillow cover of claim 4, wherein the two
fasteners of each of said anchor mechanism bodies
are configured to connect to one another.

6. The travel pillow cover of claim 5, further comprising
two loops attached to said cover body, each of said
anchor mechanism bodies configured to pass
through one of said loops.

7. The travel pillow cover of claim 6, wherein said an-
chor mechanism bodies are elastic straps.

8. The travel pillow cover of claim 1, wherein each of
said anchor mechanism bodies is attached at least
partially to a rear of said cover body.

9. A travel pillow, comprising:

a travel pillow body;
and
a cover over said travel pillow body;
a first anchor mechanism attached at least par-
tially to said cover, said first anchor mechanism
comprising:

a first anchor mechanism body attached to
said cover; and
a first loop attached to said cover, wherein
said first anchor mechanism body is config-
ured to pass through said first loop before
reattaching to itself;
a second anchor mechanism attached at
least partially to said cover, said second an-
chor mechanism comprising:

a second anchor mechanism body at-
tached to said cover; and
a second loop attached to said cover,
wherein said second anchor mecha-
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nism body is configured to pass through
said second loop before reattaching to
itself;
wherein said first and second anchor
mechanism bodies are angled at least
slightly outward and away from one an-
other.

10. The travel pillow of claim 9, wherein said first anchor
mechanism body is attached to a top of said cover
at a first seam of said cover; said first loop is attached
to a bottom of said cover at a second seam of said
cover; said second anchor mechanism body is at-
tached to said top of said cover at said first seam of
said cover; and said second loop is attached to said
bottom of said cover at said second seam of said
cover.

11. The travel pillow of claim 9 wherein the travel pillow
body is made of a memory foam core.
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