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METHOD AND DEVICE FOR EVALUATING
EFFECT OF CLASSIFYING FUZZY
ATTRIBUTE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

The present disclosure is based on and claims priority to
China Patent Application No. 202110869963.5 filed on Jul.
30, 2021, the disclosure of which is incorporated by refer-
ence herein in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a method, device, elec-
tronic device, computer-readable storage medium, and com-
puter program product for evaluating an effect of classitying
a fuzzy attribute of an object.

BACKGROUND

Face attribute recognition is a technology for recognizing
various attributes owned by a person by analyzing an input
face image. The correct face attribute recognition has very
important reference significance for scenarios such as secu-
rity monitoring, personalized recommendation, and virtual
image generation.

Attribute recognition is usually defined as a classification
task, and the classification effect is judged according to a
traditional classification indicator such as single-label pre-
cision rate.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure provides a new method and device
for evaluating an effect of classifying a fuzzy attribute.

According to some embodiments of the present disclo-
sure, a method is provided for evaluating an effect of
classifying a fuzzy attribute of an object, the fuzzy attribute
referring to an attribute, a boundary between two similar
ones of a plurality of categories of which is blurred, wherein
the method comprises: generating a similarity-based ranked
confusion matrix, which comprises: based on similarities of
K categories of the fuzzy attribute of the object, ranking the
K categories of the fuzzy attribute of the object, where K is
an integer greater than or equal to 2, generating a KxK
all-zero initialization matrix, which comprises KxK ele-
ments a,;, where i and j are integers and take values from 1
to K respectively, wherein an abscissa and an ordinate of the
initialization matrix respectively represent predicted values
of the similarity-based ranked categories of the fuzzy attri-
bute and true values of the similarity-based ranked catego-
ries of the fuzzy attribute, and based on the true values of the
category of the fuzzy attribute for multiple object samples
and the predicted values of the category of the fuzzy
attribute for the multiple object samples, updating values of
corresponding elements in the initialization matrix, such that
the value of the element in the updated initialization matrix
represents the number of object samples with corresponding
true and predicted values; and displaying the similarity-
based ranked confusion matrix, wherein the distribution of
non-zero elements in the similarity-based ranked confusion
matrix indicates accuracy of the classification.

Other features, aspects and advantages of the present
disclosure will become apparent through the following
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2

detailed description of exemplary embodiments of the pres-
ent disclosure with reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Preferred embodiments of the present disclosure will be
described below with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings. The accompanying drawings described herein are used
for providing a further understanding of the present disclo-
sure, and the accompanying drawings, together with the
following detailed description, are included in the specifi-
cation and form a part of the specification, to explain the
present disclosure. It should be understood that the drawings
in the following description only relate to some embodi-
ments of the present disclosure, and do not constitute a
limitation on the present disclosure. In the accompanying
drawings:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary fuzzy attribute
classification effect evaluation device according to some
embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary fuzzy
attribute classification effect evaluation method according to
some embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process of
generating a similarity-based ranked confusion matrix
according to some embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary similarity-based ranked
confusion matrix generated according to classification pre-
diction results with respect to a face shape attribute of a
human face according to some embodiments of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a fuzzy attribute labeling
method according to some embodiments of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of an exemplary electronic
device in which the present disclosure can be applied
according to some embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 7 illustrates a general hardware environment in
which the present disclosure can be applied according to
some embodiments of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The technical solutions in the embodiments of the present
disclosure will be clearly and completely described below in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings in the embodi-
ments of the present disclosure. However, it is obvious that
the described embodiments are only some of the embodi-
ments of the present disclosure, rather than all of them. The
following description of the embodiments is actually only
illustrative, and in no way serves as any limitation on the
present disclosure and its application or use. It should be
understood that the present disclosure can be implemented
in various forms, and should not be construed as limited to
the embodiments set forth herein.

It should be understood that steps recited in method
implementations of the present disclosure can be performed
in a different order, and/or in parallel. In addition, the
method implementations can include additional steps and/or
omit performing illustrated steps. The scope of the present
disclosure is not limited in this respect. Unless specifically
stated otherwise, relative arrangements of components and
steps, numerical expressions, and numerical values set forth
in these embodiments should be construed as merely exem-
plary and do not limit the scope of the present disclosure.
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In the following description, a human face is taken as an
object to describe the evaluation of the effect of classifying
a fuzzy attribute of the human face.

In the present disclosure, the “fuzzy attribute” refers to an
attribute, a boundary between two similar ones of a plurality
of categories of which is blurred. Taking a hair attribute of
the human face as an example, the hair attribute may
include, for example, the following categories: bald, short
spiky hair, crew cut hair, short hair, medium-length hair, and
long hair. It is easy to understand that, for example, the
boundary between the “short spiky hair” and the “crew cut
hair” is blurred, and for another example, the boundary
between the “medium-length hair” and the “long hair” is
blurred. In the present disclosure, the fuzzy attribute of the
human face comprises the following attributes of the human
face: face shape, hair, eyebrows, eyes, ears, nose, and mouth.

It should be understood that the attribute of the human
face includes a fuzzy attribute and a non-fuzzy attribute. In
contrast to the fuzzy attribute, the non-fuzzy attribute may
have two or more categories and a boundary between
arbitrary two categories is distinct.

In the present disclosure, a “similarity-based ranked con-
fusion matrix” refers to a matrix that shows true and
predicted categories of the fuzzy attribute of the human face
in contrast, and reflects similarities between the categories of
the fuzzy attribute of the human face.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an exemplary fuzzy attribute
classification effect evaluation device 100 according to some
embodiments of the present disclosure.

As shown in FIG. 1, the device 100 may comprise: a
similarity-based ranked confusion matrix generating com-
ponent 110 configured to receive true and predicted catego-
ries of a fuzzy attribute of a human face image, and to
generate a similarity-based ranked confusion matrix; and a
similarity-based ranked confusion matrix displaying com-
ponent 120 configured to display the similarity-based ranked
confusion matrix via a display or the like. Further, the
similarity-based ranked confusion matrix generating com-
ponent 110 may comprise: a category ranking component
112, an initialization matrix generating component 114, and
a matrix element updating component 116. Here, the cat-
egory ranking component 112 is configured to rank the
plurality of categories based on similarities of the plurality
of categories of the fuzzy attribute of the human face. The
initialization matrix generating unit 114 is configured to
generate an all-zero Iinitialization matrix, wherein an
abscissa and an ordinate of the matrix respectively represent
a predicted category of the fuzzy attribute of the human face
and a true category of the fuzzy attribute of the human face.
The matrix element updating component 116 is configured
to update values of corresponding elements in the initial-
ization matrix based on true and predicted categories of the
fuzzy attribute of multiple human face samples (i.e., human
face images), such that the value of the element in the
updated matrix represents the number of object samples with
corresponding true and predicted categories.

The device 100 may further comprise a fuzzy attribute
labeling component 130 configured to in a stage of labeling
the category of the fuzzy attribute of the human face sample,
label multiple acceptable categories of the fuzzy attribute as
the category of the fuzzy attribute.

Operations of the components shown in FIG. 1 will be
further described in detail below.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a fuzzy attribute classi-
fication effect evaluation method 200 according to some
embodiments of the present disclosure.
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The method 200 starts from a step S210. At the step S210,
the similarity-based ranked confusion matrix generating
component 110 receives the true and predicted categories of
the fuzzy attribute of the human face, and generates the
similarity-based ranked confusion matrix. Specific opera-
tions of the similarity-based ranked confusion matrix gen-
erating unit 110 will be described below with reference to
FIG. 3.

Next, the method 200 proceeds to a step S220. At the step
S220, the similarity-based ranked confusion matrix display-
ing component 120 displays the generated similarity-based
ranked confusion matrix via a display or the like.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating an exemplary process
300 of generating a similarity-based ranked confusion
matrix according to some embodiments of the present dis-
closure.

The process 300 starts from a step S212. At the step S212,
the component 110 ranks K categories of the fuzzy attribute
of the object based on similarities of the K categories of the
fuzzy attribute of the human face, where K is an integer
greater than or equal to 2.

The K categories of the fuzzy attribute of the human face
may be predefined, for example, they may be predefined
based on expert experience. The similarities of the K cat-
egories may refer to the similarities or correlations between
labels of the K categories. The similarities of the K catego-
ries may be predefined. Alternatively, the similarities of the
K categories may be calculated according to a machine
learning algorithm. The similarities between the multiple of
categories may be determined according to any known
method.

Taking the face shape attribute of the human face as an
example. Six categories of the face shape, which are, more
specifically, the six categories ranked according to the
similarities, may be: triangular face, pear-shaped face, rect-
angular face, oval face, square face, and round face. In this
order, the similarities of the pear-shaped face, rectangular
face, oval face, square face, and round face to the triangular
face gradually decreases.

Next, the process 300 proceeds to a step S214. At the step
S214, the component 110 generates a KxK all-zero initial-
ization matrix, which comprises KxK elements a,; where i
and j are integers and take values from 1 to K respectively,
wherein an abscissa and an ordinate of the initialization
matrix respectively represent predicted values of the simi-
larity-based ranked categories of the fuzzy attribute and true
values of the similarity-based ranked categories of the fuzzy
attribute. In some embodiments, the abscissa represents the
predicted values, and the ordinate represents the true values.
In other embodiments, the abscissa represents the true
values, and the ordinate represents the predicted values.

Still taking the face shape attribute of the human face as
an example, in the case where the face shape attribute of the
human face comprises the six categories described above, a
6x6 matrix is generated at the step S214. Along the abscissa
and the ordinate, values 1 to 6 may be used to respectively
represent the six categories of the face shape, which are
ranked according to the similarities. For example, the values
1 to 6 are used to respectively represent triangular face,
pear-shaped face, rectangular face, oval face, square face,
and round face.

Next, the process 300 proceeds to a step S216. At the step
S216, the component 110 updates values of corresponding
elements in the initialization matrix based on true values of
the category of the fuzzy attribute of multiple human face
samples (i.e., human face images) and predicted values of
the category of the fuzzy attribute of the multiple object
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samples, such that the value of the element in the updated
initialization matrix represents the number of human face
samples with corresponding true and predicted values. The
component 110 outputs the updated initialization matrix as
the similarity-based ranked confusion matrix to the compo-
nent 120.

The true value of the category of the fuzzy attribute of the
human face image may be pre-labeled. For example, when
a target face image is labeled, the following labels may be
add to it: face shape-rectangular face; hair-long hair; and so
on. According to this, it may be determined that the true
value of the category of the face shape attribute of the target
face image is, for example, “3”.

The predicted value of the category of the fuzzy attribute
of the human face image may come from a prediction model
which receives the target face image as described above and
outputs the predicted value of the category of one or more
attributes of the target face image. For example, in the case
of accurate prediction, the prediction model may predict the
category of the face shape attribute of the target face image
as the rectangular face, that is, the predicted value is “3”. In
the case of a slight prediction deviation, the prediction
model may predict the category of the face shape attribute of
the target face image as the oval face, that is, the predicted
value is “4”. In the case of a large prediction deviation, the
prediction model may predict the category of the face shape
attribute of the target face image as the triangular face, that
is, the predicted value is “1”. The prediction model here may
adopt any known model based on a machine learning
technology, which is not limited in the present disclosure.

The component 110 can, for example, determine the true
value of the category of the fuzzy attribute of the human face
image from the labels of the human face image. And the
component 110 may receive the predicted value of the
category of the fuzzy attribute of the human face image from
the prediction model. Then, the component updates the
values of the corresponding elements in the initialization
matrix based on the true and predicted values of the category
of the fuzzy attribute of the multiple face images.

In some embodiments, when the matrix element is
updated, for each face image in the plurality of human face
images, in the case where a first true value (such as the
rectangular face “3”) is predicted as a first predicted value
(such as the rectangular face “3”), a value of an element
(such as a;;) corresponding to the first true value and the first
predicted value in the initialization matrix is increased by a
preset amount. Similarly, in the case where the first true
value (such as the rectangular face “3”) is predicted as the
first predicted value (such as the oval face “4”), the value of
the element (such as a,,) corresponding to the first true value
and the first predicted value in the initialization matrix is
increased by the preset amount. Here, the preset amount may
be 1.

It should be understood that the value of the element in the
matrix may be updated in various ways, as long as the
position of the updated element corresponds to the true and
predicted values of the category of the fuzzy attribute of the
human face image, and the value of the updated element
represents the number of face images with the corresponding
true and predicted values.

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary similarity-based ranked
confusion matrix generated according to classification pre-
diction results with respect to a face shape attribute of a
human face according to some embodiments of the present
disclosure.

As shown in FIG. 4, the abscissa of the similarity-based
ranked confusion matrix represents the predicted value of
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the similarity-based ranked categories of the face shape. For
example, the abscissa values 1 to 6 (from left to right)
respectively represent the following face shapes: triangular
face, pear-shaped face, rectangular face, oval face, square
face, and round face. The ordinate of the similarity-based
ranked confusion matrix represents the true value of the
similarity-based ranked categories of the face shape. For
example, the ordinate values 1 to 6 (from top to bottom)
respectively represent the following face shapes: triangular
face, pear-shaped face, rectangular face, oval face, square
face, and round face.

The similarity-based ranked confusion matrix shown in
FIG. 4 is generated based on classification prediction results
of about 200 face images. The numerical value of the
element in the matrix represents the number of face images
with the true value represented by its ordinate and the
predicted value represented by its abscissa. Taking “2, 0, 25,
26, 0, 0” in a 3 row of the matrix as an example, a number
2 at the element a;, represents the number of face images
with the true value of 3 (the rectangular face) and the
predicted value of 1 (the triangular face). A number 25 at the
element a,; represents the number of face images with the
true value of 3 (the rectangular face) and the predicted value
of 3 (the rectangular face), and a number 26 at the element
a, represents the number of face images with the true value
of 3 (the rectangular face) and the predicted value of 4 (the
oval face). That is to say, for 53 face images whose true
category of the face shape is the rectangular face, 2 images
therein are classified as the triangular face, 25 images are
classified as the rectangular face, and 26 images are classi-
fied as the oval face.

It can be understood that non-zero values of elements (a;,
s, 833, 84y, Ass, Ag) ON a diagonal of the matrix indicate
accurate predictions of the categories. For elements close to
the diagonal, such as elements adjacent to elements on the
diagonal, their non-zero values indicate relatively accurate
predictions. However, for elements far from the diagonal,
such as elements not adjacent to the elements on the diago-
nal, their non-zero values indicate less accurate predictions.
Here, it can be understood that the accuracy of the prediction
is the accuracy of the classification of the fuzzy attribute.

In the prior art, when evaluating the effect of classifying
the attribute, only the case where the predicted category of
the attribute is the same as the true category (such as the
rectangular face being predicted as the rectangular face) is
deemed to be correct classification, while other cases (such
as the rectangular face being predicted as the oval face) are
deemed to be wrong classification. In this case, taking data
in the 3” row in FIG. 4 as an example, according to an
evaluation indicator of the prior art, the accuracy of the
classification of the face shape attribute of the human face
will be 25/53=~47%.

Inventors of the present disclosure recognize that such an
evaluation indicator in the prior art cannot well reflect the
accuracy of the classification of the face attribute (especially
the fuzzy attribute). For example, it is generally acceptable
to classity the rectangular face as the oval face because the
two categories of the face shape are very similar. In addition,
it is generally unacceptable to classify the rectangular face
as the triangular face because the two categories of the face
shape are quite different. Still taking the data in the 3 row
in FIG. 4 as an example, the accuracy of the classification of
the face shape attribute of the human face should be actually
51/53~96%. In other words, the existing evaluation indicator
cannot be aligned with the actual classification effect.

In some embodiments, when the evaluation indicator of
the prior art cannot accurately reflect the actual classification
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effect, the solutions of the present disclosure may be used to
evaluate the accuracy of the classification. More specifically,
when the ratio, which is taken as the evaluation indicator of
the prior art, of the number of samples, for each of which the
predicted and true values are the same, to the total number
of object samples, is less than a predetermined threshold
(such as 50%, 60%, or any other suitable value set according
to actual conditions), the accuracy of the classification may
be evaluated using the solutions of the present disclosure.

According to the solutions of the present disclosure, by
generating and displaying the similarly-based ranked con-
fusion matrix as described above, the actual classification
effect of the fuzzy attribute may be shown intuitively. It
should be understood that, in the present disclosure, the
similarity-based ranked confusion matrix is the evaluation
result of evaluating the accuracy of the classification. It can
be understood that the closer the non-zero elements in the
similarity-based ranked confusion matrix are distributed to a
main diagonal of the similarity-based ranked confusion
matrix, the higher the accuracy of the classification is.

In addition, the similarity-based ranked confusion matrix
may reflect the classification situations of different true
categories of the fuzzy attribute. As shown by data in a first
row of the similarity-based ranked confusion matrix in FIG.
4, the accuracy of the classification of the triangular face is
low. Therefore, this may prompt a technician to take corre-
sponding measures to improve the accuracy of the classifi-
cation of the triangular face, such as debugging the predic-
tion model, using more face images with the triangular face
to train the prediction model, and so on.

Incidentally, for the true category of the fuzzy attribute,
which predicted categories are acceptable and which pre-
dicted categories are unacceptable, this may be pre-defined
according to expert experience. The inventors of the present
disclosure also recognize that in the prior art, when labeling
the fuzzy attribute, if the fuzzy attribute might belong to a
plurality of categories, the category of the fuzzy attribute is
labeled as an arbitrary one of the plurality of categories. For
example, taking the hair attribute of the human face as an
example, a chest-length hair sample may be classified into
the category of “medium-length hair” or into the category of
“long hair”. The chest-length hair sample belongs to the
sample at a boundary between the category of “medium-
length hair” and the category of “long hair”. In this case, in
the prior art, such a sample is randomly labeled as the
category of “medium-length hair” or the category of “long
hair”. And in the case of labeling such a hair sample as the
category of “medium-length hair”, according to the evalu-
ation indicator of the prior art, the classification result of
“long hair” will be judged to be wrong classification. Once
again, the existing evaluation indicator cannot be aligned
with the actual classification effect.

In order to solve this problem, the inventors of the present
disclosure propose a new method of labeling the fuzzy
attribute. This method is described below with reference to
FIG. 5. FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating a fuzzy attribute
labeling method 500 according to some embodiments of the
present disclosure.

The method 500 starts at a step S510. At the step S510, the
fuzzy attribute labeling component 130 receives a human
face image.

Next, the method 500 proceeds to a step S520. At the step
S520, the component 130 judges whether a fuzzy attribute of
an object in the human face image can be divided into a
plurality of categories. This judgment may be conducted by
human. In this case, the component 130 may receive a
manual input of “yes” or “no”. Alternatively, this judgment
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may also be conducted by a machine. For example, if it is
determined that a numerical value representing the fuzzy
attribute of the object is at or near a boundary between
adjacent categories, it may be judged that the fuzzy attribute
of the object can be divided into the plurality of categories.
In the case of the judgment of “Yes”, the method proceeds
to a step S530; and in the case of the judgment of “No”, the
method proceeds to a step S540.

For example, considering the aforementioned case of the
chest-length hair sample, in this case, it is judged in the step
S520 that the hair attribute of the sample can be divided into
two categories, namely the category of “medium-length
hair” and the category of “long hair”.

At the step S530, the component 130 labels the fuzzy
attribute of the object in the human face image as a multi-
category. More specifically, the component 130 labels mul-
tiple acceptable categories of the fuzzy attribute of the object
in the human face image as the category of the fuzzy
attribute of the object. For example, the component 130 may
add the following label to the chest-length hair sample: hair:
medium-length hair, long hair.

At the step S540, the component 130 labels the fuzzy
attribute of the object in the human face image as a single
category.

Then, the method 500 proceeds to a step S550. At the step
S550, the component 130 merges the labeled face images
into a same data set.

Different from adding the single label indicating the
category to the fuzzy attribute of the human face in the prior
art, according to the present disclosure, multiple labels
indicating multiple acceptable categories are added to the
fuzzy attribute of the human face. This solves the problem
that the evaluation indicator cannot be aligned with the
actual classification effect from its root cause. Specifically,
by labeling the multiple acceptable categories of the fuzzy
attribute as the true category of the fuzzy attribute, the
classification results of the multiple acceptable categories
may be judged as the correct classification results in the
subsequent evaluation of the classification effect, which
enables the evaluation results to be aligned with the actual
classification results.

In the fuzzy attribute classification effect evaluation
method introduced above with reference to FIGS. 2 and 3,
the true value of the category of the fuzzy attribute of the
human face image may be either a single value indicating the
category of the fuzzy attribute, or a plurality of values
indicating the multiple acceptable categories of the fuzzy
attribute. For example, still taking the face shape attribute as
an example, the true category of the face shape of the target
face image may be a rectangular face, i.e., the true value of
“3”, or the rectangular face and the oval face, i.e., the true
values of “3” and “4”. It should be understood that, “mul-
tiple values indicating the multiple acceptable categories of
the fuzzy attribute”, which are taken as the true value of the
category of the fuzzy attribute mentioned here, are realized
by the method shown in FIG. 5, that is, by adding multiple
category labels to the single fuzzy attribute.

When the matrix element is updated, in the case where the
true value is a single value, a value of a single element
corresponding to the single value and the predicted value
may be updated. In the case where the true value is a
plurality of values, values of a plurality of elements corre-
sponding to each of the plurality of values and the predicted
value may be updated. It should be understood that regard-
less of whether the true value is the single value or the
plurality of values, the predicted value is a single value. For
example, still taking the face shape attribute as an example,
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in the case where the true value is “3” and the predicted
value is “4”, the element a;, may be updated; while in the
case where the true values are “3” and “4” and the predicted
value is “4”, the elements a, and a,, may be updated.

The above description is made with the human face as the
object. However, it should be understood that the present
disclosure is not limited thereto. For example, the present
disclosure may also evaluate the classification effect of
fuzzy attributes of objects besides the human faces, such as
animals, buildings, etc.

Hardware Implementation

Some embodiments of the present disclosure also provide
an electronic device. FIG. 6 shows a block diagram of an
electronic device according to some embodiments of the
present disclosure. For example, in some embodiments, an
electronic device 600 may be various types of devices, for
example, it may include, but is not limited to, mobile
terminals such as mobile phones, notebook computers, digi-
tal broadcast receivers, PDAs (personal digital assistants),
PADs (tablet computers), PMPs (portable multimedia play-
ers), in-vehicle terminals (e.g., in-vehicle navigation termi-
nals), and fixed terminals such as digital TVs, desktop
computers, and the like. For example, the electronic device
600 may include a display panel for displaying data and/or
execution results utilized in the solutions according to the
present disclosure. For example, the display panel may be
various shapes, e.g., a rectangular panel, an oval panel, a
polygonal panel, or the like. In addition, the display panel
may be not only a flat panel, but also a curved panel, or even
a spherical panel.

As shown in FIG. 6, the electronic device 600 of this
embodiment comprises: a memory 610 and a processor 620
coupled to the memory 610. It should be noted that the
components of the electronic device 600 shown in FIG. 6 are
only exemplary but not restrictive. According to actual
application requirements, the electronic device 600 may also
have another component. The processor 620 may control
other components in the electronic device 600 to perform a
desired function.

In some embodiments, the memory 610 is configured to
store one or more computer-readable instructions. When the
processor 620 is configured to run the computer-readable
instructions, the computer-readable instructions are
executed by the processor 620 to implement the method
according to any of the above embodiments. For the specific
implementation and related explanation with respect to each
step of the method, please refer to the above embodiments,
which will not be repeated herein.

For example, the processor 620 and the memory 610 may
directly or indirectly communicate with each other. For
example, the processor 620 and the memory 610 may
communicate through a network. The network may include
a wireless network, a wired network, and/or any combina-
tion of the wireless network and the wired network. The
processor 620 and the memory 610 may also communicate
with each other through a system bus, which is not limited
in the present disclosure.

For example, the processor 620 may be embodied as
various appropriate processors, processing devices, etc.,
such as a central processing unit (CPU), graphics processing
unit (GPU), network processor (NP), etc.; and it may also be
a digital processor, digital signal processor (DSP), applica-
tion specific integrated circuit (ASIC), field programmable
gate array (FPGA) or other programmable logic device,
discrete gate or transistor logic device, discrete hardware
component. The central processing unit (CPU) may be an
X86 or ARM architecture. For example, the memory 610
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may include any combination of various forms of computer-
readable storage media, such as a volatile memory and/or a
non-volatile memory. The memory 610 may include, for
example, a system memory on which are stored, for
example, an operating system, an application, a boot loader,
a database, other programs, and the like. Various applica-
tions, various data, and the like, may also be stored in the
storage medium.

FIG. 7 shows a general hardware environment 700 in
which the present disclosure may be applied according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 7, a computing device 700 taken as an
example of a hardware device applicable to various aspects
of the present disclosure will now be described. The com-
puting device 700 may be any machine configured to
perform processing and/or calculations, and may be, but is
not limited to, a workstation, a server, a desktop computer,
a laptop computer, a tablet computer, a personal digital
assistant, a smart phone, a portable camera, or any combi-
nation thereof. The foregoing apparatus 100 may be imple-
mented in whole or at least in part by the computing device
700 or a similar device or system.

The computing device 700 may include an element
capable of being connected to or communicating with a bus
702 via one or more interfaces. For example, the computing
device 700 may include the bus 702, one or more processors
704, one or more input devices 706, and one or more output
devices 708. The one or more processors 704 may be any
type of processor, and may include, but are not limited to,
one or more general-purpose processors and/or one or more
special-purpose processors (such as special-purpose pro-
cessing chips). The input device 706 may be any type of
device capable of inputting information to the computing
device, and may include, but is not limited to, a mouse, a
keyboard, a touch screen, a microphone, and/or a remote
control. The output device 708 may be any type of device
capable of presenting information, and may include, but is
not limited to, a display, a speaker, a video/audio output
terminal, and/or a printer. The computing device 700 may
also include a non-transitory storage device 710 or be
connected to the non-transitory storage device 710. The
non-transitory storage device 710 may be any storage device
that is non-transitory and may implement a data storage
library, and may include, but is not limited to a disk drive,
optical storage device, solid-state storage device, floppy
disk, flexible disk, hard disk, tape or any other magnetic
medium, compact disk or any other optical medium, ROM
(read-only memory), RAM (random access memory), high-
speed Cache memory and/or any other memory chip or
cassette, and/or any other medium from which the computer
may read data, instructions, and/or code. The non-transitory
storage device 710 may be detachable from the interface.
The non-transitory storage device 710 may have data/in-
structions/code for implementing the above methods and
steps. The computing device 700 may also include a com-
munication device 712. The communication device 712 may
be any type of device or system capable of communicating
with an external device and/or with a network, and may
include, but is not limited to, a modem, a network card, an
infrared communication device, a wireless communication
device, and/or chipsets such as Bluetooth™, 802.11 devices,
WiFi devices, WiMax devices, cellular communication
facilities, etc.

The bus 702 may include, but is not limited to, an industry
standard architecture (ISA) bus, a micro channel architec-
ture (MCA) bus, an enhanced ISA (EISA) bus, a video
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electronics standard association (VESA) local bus, and a
peripheral component interconnect (PCI) bus.

The computing device 700 may also include a working
memory 714. The working memory 714 may be any type of
working memory that may have therein stored instructions
and/or data useful for the work of the processor 704, and that
may include, but is not limited to, a random access memory
and/or a read-only memory device.

Software elements may be located in the working memory
714, and include, but is not limited to, an operating system
716, one or more applications 718, drivers, and/or other data
and code. The instructions for executing the above methods
and steps may be included in the one or more applications
718, and the components of the above apparatus 100 may be
implemented by the processor 704 reading and executing the
instructions of the one or more applications 718. More
specifically, the similarity-based ranked confusion matrix
generating component 110 may be implemented, for
example, by the processor 704 when executing the applica-
tion 718 having instructions for executing the step S210 (or
the steps S212, S214, and S216). The similarity-based
ranked confusion matrix displaying component 120 may be
implemented, for example, by the processor 704 when
executing the application 718 having instructions for execut-
ing the step S220. The fuzzy attribute labeling component
130 may be implemented, for example, by the processor 704
when executing the application 718 having instructions for
executing the steps S510 to S550. Further, the category
ranking component 112 may be implemented, for example,
by the processor 704 when executing the application 718
having instructions for executing the step S212. The initial-
ization matrix generating component 114 may be imple-
mented, for example, by the processor 704 when executing
the application 718 having instructions for executing the
step S214. The matrix element updating component 116 may
be implemented, for example, by the processor 704 when
executing the application 718 having instructions for execut-
ing the step S216. The executable code or source code of the
instructions of the software element may be stored in a
non-transitory computer-readable storage medium (such as
the above (one or more) storage device(s) 710), and may be
read into the working memory 714 in the case where it may
be compiled and/or installed. The executable code or source
code of the instructions of the software element may also be
downloaded from a remote location.

From the foregoing embodiments, those skilled in the art
may clearly know that the present disclosure may be imple-
mented by software and necessary hardware, or by hard-
ware, firmware, and the like. Based on this understanding,
the embodiments of the present disclosure may be partially
implemented in the form of software. Computer software
may be stored in a computer-readable storage medium, such
as a floppy disk, hard disk, optical disk, or flash memory.
The computer software includes a series of instructions that
allow a computer (for example, a personal computer, a
service station, or a network terminal) to execute the method
or a part thereof according to the various embodiments of the
present disclosure.

The present disclosure has been described in such a way,
and it is clear that the present disclosure may be changed in
many ways. These changes are not deemed to depart from
the spirit and scope of the present disclosure, but it is
obvious to those skilled in the art that all such modifications
are intended to be included in the scope of the following
claims.
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What is claimed is:

1. A method for evaluating an effect of classifying a fuzzy
attribute of an object, the fuzzy attribute referring to an
attribute, a boundary between two similar ones of a plurality
of categories of which is blurred, wherein the method
comprises:

generating a similarity-based ranked confusion matrix,

which comprises:

based on similarities of K categories of the fuzzy
attribute of the object, ranking the K categories of the
fuzzy attribute of the object, where K is an integer
greater than or equal to 2,

generating a KxK all-zero initialization matrix, which
comprises KxK elements where i1 and j are integers
and take values from 1 to K respectively, wherein an
abscissa and an ordinate of the initialization matrix
respectively represent predicted values of the simi-
larity-based ranked categories of the fuzzy attribute
and true values of the similarity-based ranked cat-
egories of the fuzzy attribute, and

based on the true values of the category of the fuzzy
attribute for multiple object samples and the pre-
dicted values of the category of the fuzzy attribute
for the multiple object samples, updating values of
corresponding elements in the initialization matrix,
such that the value of the element in the updated
initialization matrix represents the number of object
samples with corresponding true and predicted val-
ues; and

displaying the similarity-based ranked confusion matrix,

wherein the distribution of non-zero elements in the
similarity-based ranked confusion matrix indicates
accuracy of the classification.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the updating
values of corresponding elements in the initialization matrix
based on the true values of the category of the fuzzy attribute
for multiple object samples and the predicted values of the
category of the fuzzy attribute for the multiple object
samples comprises:

for each object sample in the multiple object samples, in

the case where a first true value is predicted to be a first
predicted value, increasing a value of an element cor-
responding to the first true value and the first predicted
value in the initialization matrix by a preset amount.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the closer
the non-zero elements in the similarity-based ranked con-
fusion matrix are distributed to a main diagonal of the
similarity-based ranked confusion matrix, the higher the
accuracy of the classification is.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the true
value of the category of the fuzzy attribute of the object
sample comprises: a single value indicating the category of
the fuzzy attribute.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the true
value of the category of the fuzzy attribute of the object
sample comprises: a plurality of values indicating multiple
acceptable categories of the fuzzy attribute.

6. The method according to claim 5, further comprising:
in a stage of labeling the category of the fuzzy attribute of
the object sample, labeling the multiple acceptable catego-
ries of the fuzzy attribute as the category of the fuzzy
attribute.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein the K
categories of fuzzy attribute of the object are arranged in
ascending or descending order of the similarities of the
categories along the abscissa or ordinate of the matrix.
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8. The method of claim 1, wherein the object comprises
a human face, and the object sample comprises a human face
image.

9. The method according to claim 8, wherein the fuzzy
attribute of the object comprises the following attributes of
the human face: face shape, hair, eyebrows, eyes, ears, nose,
or mouth.

10. The method according to claim 9, wherein, in the case
where the fuzzy attribute of the object refers to the face
shape of the human face, the K categories of the fuzzy
attribute of the object comprise: triangular face, pear-shaped
face, rectangular face, oval face, square face, and round face.

11. The method according to claim 9, wherein, in the case
where the fuzzy attribute of the object refers to the hair of
the human face, the K categories of the fuzzy attribute of the
object comprise: bald, short spiky hair, crew cut hair, short
hair, medium-length hair, and long hair.

12. The method according to claim 1, wherein the pre-
dicted values of the category of the fuzzy attribute of the
multiple object samples are from a prediction model that
receives the multiple object samples and outputs the pre-
dicted values of the category of the fuzzy attribute of the
multiple object samples.

13. A method for evaluating an effect of classifying an
attribute of an object, wherein the method comprises:

comparing true values of a category of an attribute of

multiple object samples and predicted values of the
category of the attribute of the multiple object samples,
wherein the true value is a single value, and the
predicted value is a single value, and determining a
ratio of a number of samples for each of which the
predicted value is the same as the true value to a total
number of the multiple object samples; and

in the case where the ratio is less than a predetermined

threshold, determining a corresponding attribute of the
object as a fuzzy attribute of the object, the fuzzy
attribute referring to an attribute, a boundary between
two similar ones of a plurality of categories of which is
blurred, and using the following steps to evaluate
accuracy of the classification,

generating a similarity-based ranked confusion matrix,

which comprises:

based on similarities of K categories of the fuzzy
attribute of the object, ranking the K categories of the
fuzzy attribute of the object, where K is an integer
greater than or equal to 2,

generating a KxK all-zero initialization matrix, which
comprises KxK elements a,;, where i and j are
integers and take values from 1 to K respectively,
wherein an abscissa and an ordinate of the initial-
ization matrix respectively represent predicted val-
ues of the similarity-based ranked categories of the
fuzzy attribute and true values of the similarity-based
ranked categories of the fuzzy attribute, and

based on the true values of the category of the fuzzy
attribute for multiple object samples and the pre-
dicted values of the category of the fuzzy attribute
for the multiple object samples, updating values of
corresponding elements in the initialization matrix,
such that the value of the element in the updated
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initialization matrix represents the number of object
samples with corresponding true and predicted val-
ues; and

displaying the similarity-based ranked confusion matrix,

wherein the distribution of non-zero elements in the
similarity-based ranked confusion matrix indicates the
accuracy of the classification.

14. An electronic device comprising:

a memory; and

a processor coupled to the memory having therein stored

instructions which, when executed by the processor,
cause the electronic device to perform the following
operations:

generating a similarity-based ranked confusion matrix,

which comprises:
based on similarities of K categories of the fuzzy attribute
of the object, ranking the K categories of the fuzzy
attribute of the object, where K is an integer greater
than or equal to 2,

generating a KxK all-zero initialization matrix, which
comprises KxK elements a;;, where i and j are integers
and take values from 1 to K respectively, wherein an
abscissa and an ordinate of the initialization matrix
respectively represent predicted values of the similar-
ity-based ranked categories of the fuzzy attribute and
true values of the similarity-based ranked categories of
the fuzzy attribute, and
based on the true values of the category of the fuzzy
attribute for multiple object samples and the predicted
values of the category of the fuzzy attribute for the
multiple object samples, updating values of corre-
sponding elements in the initialization matrix, such that
the value of the element in the updated initialization
matrix represents the number of object samples with
corresponding true and predicted values; and

displaying the similarity-based ranked confusion matrix,
wherein the distribution of non-zero elements in the
similarity-based ranked confusion matrix indicates
accuracy of the classification.

15. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
having thereon stored a computer program, which, when
executed by a processor, implements the method according
to claim 1.

16. A device for evaluating an effect of classifying a fuzzy
attribute of an object, comprising: means for performing the
method according to claim 1.

17. An electronic device comprising:

a memory; and

a processor coupled to the memory having therein stored

instructions which, when executed by the processor,
cause the electronic device to perform the method
according to claim 13.

18. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
having thereon stored a computer program, which, when
executed by a processor, implements the method according
to claim 13.

19. A device for evaluating an effect of classifying an
attribute of an object, comprising: means for performing the
method according to claim 13.
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