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(54) MOUNTING SYSTEM FOR MOUNTING A TOP UNIT ONTO AN ELECTRONIC CONTROLLER 
MODULE

(57) The present invention relates to a mounting sys-
tem for detachably fixing a top unit (7) onto a housing of
an electronic controller module (2) mountable on a stand-
ardized equipment rail (1) for holding electronic controller
modules (2,3,4).

The problem to be solved is to provide a mounting
system which is easy to handle.

The above problem is solved by a mounting system,
which comprises a mechanical engagement mechanism
for pivotable mechanical engagement of the top unit (7)
with the electronic controller module (2), and a magnetic
retaining mechanism for releasably retaining the top unit
(7) in a swiveled-in position.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a mounting sys-
tem for detachably fixing a top unit onto a housing of an
electronic controller module mountable on a standard-
ized equipment rail for holding electronic controller mod-
ules.
[0002] Further, the invention relates to a method of us-
ing the mounting system.
[0003] In the sense of the present invention, an elec-
tronic controller module is for example a module, which
is used to control electronical components like, valves,
compressors, robots, actuators etc. Further, the electron-
ic controller module can be connected for example to
sensors of any kind, such that the electronic controller
module is able to control the above-described electron-
ical components based on information provided by the
sensors.
[0004] Electronic controller modules comprise hous-
ings, which protect inner components from external in-
fluences. The housings comprise cable connections and
mounting means to connect components to the electronic
controller module, or to mount the electronic controller
modules to the rail or alike.
[0005] In order to provide control signals to electronical
components, the electronic controller module comprises
for example at least one processor, a data storage, a
sensor input, a data input/output etc., wherein the data
input/output is for example connected to electronical
components and/or other electronic controller modules
and the sensor input is connected to sensors. The sensor
input can be integrated in a data input/output. The data
storage comprises a data program, which can be used
to determine control information to the electronical com-
ponents by using information provided by the sensors for
example.
[0006] The electronic controller module can be mount-
ed on a standardized equipment rail, for example a DIN-
rail or a top hat rail IEC/EN 60715. Such a standardized
equipment rail is typically mounted on a wall in a hori-
zontal manner, allowing mounting of electronic controller
modules, power units, IO-units or alike.
[0007] A top unit in the sense of the present invention
is a unit, which covers a part of a top side of the electronic
controller module in a detachably manner. The top side
of the electronic controller module is a side of the con-
troller module, which faces away from the standardized
equipment rail.
[0008] Electronic controller modules should be main-
tained or serviced over their lifetimes within certain time
periods, or after events like failures and breakdowns.
Thus, service persons need to be able to interact with
the electronic controller modules. To do so, the service
persons can detach any of the data input/output connec-
tions such that this connection can be used to commu-
nicate with the electronic controller module. However,
such a disconnection raises several problems; e.g. the
disconnected component cannot be serviced during this

time. Furthermore, an additional device like a computer
is needed to communicate with the electronic controller
module via a network cable or alike, which is connected
to a data input/output of the electronic controller module.
[0009] Therefore, the present invention shall provide
a solution for an easy mounting of a top unit onto an
electronic controller module.
[0010] This problem is solved by a mounting system
according to claim 1 for detachably fixing a top unit onto
a housing of an electronic controller module mountable
on a standardized equipment rail for holding electronic
controller modules. Preferred embodiments are dis-
closed in the dependent claims.
[0011] The mounting system comprises a mechanical
engagement mechanism for pivotable mechanical en-
gagement of the top unit with the electronic controller
module, and a magnetic retaining mechanism for releas-
ably retaining the top unit in a swiveled-in position.
[0012] To mount the top unit onto the electronic con-
troller module (controller module), the top unit is attached
to controller module, such that a primary end section of
the top unit comes into contact with the controller module.
The primary end section of the top unit and the controller
module can interact mechanically with each other. A me-
chanical engagement between the controller module and
the top unit occurs, allowing the top unit to be swiveled
(tilted) relative to the controller module while being in
mechanical engagement with the controller module.
[0013] Afterwards, the top unit is tilted or pivoted, e.g.
(at least substantially) about the primary end section,
such that the remaining portion of the top unit approaches
the controller module. In other words, the top unit can
then be brought into the swiveled-in position. Within a
certain distance, the magnetic retaining mechanism, pro-
vided on the top unit and the controller module, attracts
the respective other part, such that the magnetic retaining
mechanism retains the top unit onto the controller mod-
ule.
[0014] The mechanical engagement mechanism pre-
vents detaching the top unit from the controller module
while the top unit is in the swiveled-in position.
[0015] For detaching the top unit, a retaining force pro-
vided by the magnetic retaining mechanism has to be
overcome first. This allows to swivel the top unit out of
the swiveled-in position, e.g. to a swiveled-out position.
[0016] In more detail, by overcoming the retaining force
provided by the magnetic retaining mechanism in the
course of detachment, the top unit can be tilted , e.g. (at
least substantially) around the primary end section such
that the parts of the magnetic retaining mechanism pro-
vided on the top unit and the controller module become
distanced from each other in such a way (e.g. far enough
away from each other) that the magnetic retaining mech-
anism does not provide considerable retaining force in
this state any more.
[0017] Then, e.g. in the swiveled-out position, addition-
ally the mechanical engagement mechanism can be re-
leased, and the top unit can be completely taken off from
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the controller module.
[0018] This allows an easy installment of the top unit
to the controller module as well as easy detachment with-
out the need of additional tools or alike. Once being at-
tached and in the swiveled-in position, the top unit is se-
curely retained to the controller module, while neither in
an installing or dismounting process further handling
tasks like pressing a button or alike is needed.
[0019] Especially, one top unit can be mounted on dif-
ferent electronic controller modules consecutively, allow-
ing a good flexibility. In particular, the same top unit can
be mounted to and used with several controller modules,
consecutively. This eliminates the need for providing in-
dividual top units for maintenance, service, adjustment,
and/or the like for each controller module.
[0020] In a preferred embodiment, the mechanical en-
gagement mechanism allows to swivel the top unit be-
tween the swiveled-out position and the swiveled-in po-
sition, wherein the top unit is attachable to and detach-
able from the controller module in the swiveled-out posi-
tion and wherein the mechanical engagement mecha-
nism retains the top unit when the top unit is in the
swiveled-in position. In the swiveled-out position, the top
unit can be either taken of the controller module, or tilted
into the swiveled-in position, in which the top unit is re-
tained to the controller module. So solely a tilting, pivot-
ing, or swiveling movement of the top unit is required to
"fasten" the top unit to the electronic controller module.
Therefore, the handling of the top unit is very easy. The
mechanical engagement mechanism is configured such
that the top unit cannot be detached while the top unit is
in the swiveled-in position. The top unit can only be de-
tached when it is not in swiveled-in position. However,
the top unit can be detached when it is in the swiveled-
out position. Especially, the mounting system can be con-
figured such that the mechanical engagement provided
by the mechanical engagement mechanism can only be
released when the top unit is in the swiveled-out position.
The swiveled-out position applies when the top unit is
swiveled-out from the swiveled-in position by at least a
certain swivel angle.
[0021] In a preferred embodiment, the controller mod-
ule comprises a first attraction means of the magnetic
retaining mechanism and the top unit comprises a sec-
ond attraction means of the magnetic retaining mecha-
nism, wherein, when the top unit is in the swiveled-in
position, the first attraction means and the second attrac-
tion means attract each other magnetically for releasably
retaining the top unit in the swiveled-in position. In the
swiveled-in position, the attraction means of the top unit
interact with the attraction means of the controller module
means, such that the attraction means of the top unit are
attracted to the attraction means of the controller module,
and the other way around. Due to the resulting retaining
force, the top unit may lie firmly flat against the controller
module. However, the retaining force can be overcome
for swiveling out the top unit, e.g. by a user. In the
swiveled-out position, an attraction between the attrac-

tion means of the top unit and the controller module is
negligible, such that the top unit can be taken off (com-
pletely detached) easily. This allows an easy handling of
the top unit.
[0022] In a preferred embodiment, at least one of the
first attraction means and the second attraction means
includes a magnet, wherein the other one of the first at-
traction means and the second attraction means includes
a (further) magnet and/or a ferromagnet. The term ferro-
magnet is to be understood to comprise also materials
including ferromagnets or alike, for example plastics in-
cluding ferromagnetic particles or alike. A force of attrac-
tion between the first attraction means and the second
attraction can be adjusted by placing the attraction
means closer or farther apart (when the top unit is in the
swiveled-in position).
[0023] In a preferred embodiment, the mechanical en-
gagement mechanism comprises a first hinge means
formed on the controller module and a second hinge
means formed on the top unit for engaging the first hinge
means. In the swiveled-in position, the first and second
hinge means can be hitched, hooked, engaged to each
other. In a swiveled-out position the first and second
hinge interact in a detachable manner, wherein the top
unit can be either attached, taken off, or transferred into
the swiveled in position. Thus, the first and second hinge
means are arranged accordingly to allow a tilting or
swiveling movement of the top unit, in particular between
the swiveled-out position and the swiveled-in position,
when the top unit is engaged with the controller module
via the first and second hinge means.
[0024] In a preferred embodiment, one of the first hinge
means and the second hinge means comprises (at least)
a hinge accommodation, and the other one of the first
hinge means and the second hinge means comprises (at
least) a hinge protrusion for engaging the hinge accom-
modation. The hinge protrusion may be securely accom-
modated in the hinge accommodation in the swiveled-in
position. In the swiveled-out position, the hinge protru-
sion may be provided close to or partly within the hinge
accommodation, such that the hinge protrusion can be
inserted into the hinge accommodation by transferring
the top unit from the swiveled-out position into the
swiveled-in position. According to another aspect, the
hinge accommodation allows inserting and pulling out
the hinge protrusion (only) while the top unit being in the
swiveled-out position.
[0025] In one embodiment, the first and second hinge
means each comprise both a hinge accommodation and
a hinge protrusion, wherein the hinge protrusions are se-
curely accommodated in the corresponding other hinge
accommodation in the swiveled-in position.
[0026] In a preferred embodiment, along a first direc-
tion of the top unit, the second hinge means is located
at the primary end section of the top unit and the second
attraction means is located on a secondary end section
of the top unit distanced to the primary end section. The
first direction may correspond to a longitudinal direction
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of the top unit, wherein the longitudinal direction of the
top unit can correspond to an extension direction of the
rail in the swiveled-in position. A middle section may be
arranged between the primary end section and the sec-
ondary end section. Since the first hinge means are lo-
cated distanced to the first attraction means, wherein a
swivel motion is performed around the first hinge means
located at the primary end section, there is a leverage
between the first hinge means and the attraction means,
such that the top unit is securely but releasably retained
in the swiveled-in position.
[0027] In a preferred embodiment, the controller mod-
ule comprises a first contact arrangement for electrically
connecting, when the top unit is in the swiveled-in posi-
tion, a second contact arrangement formed on the top
unit, wherein at least one of the first contact arrangement
and the second contact arrangement comprises resilient
contacts. The resilient contacts can be spring biased con-
tacts. They can be configured to travel a certain distance
when a force is applied, for example. The resilient con-
tacts allow a good electrical connection between the con-
tact arrangements of the top unit and the controller mod-
ule. The mounting system may be configured to allow
data transfer and/or power transfer between the top unit
and the controller module, especially via the first contact
arrangement and the second contact arrangement when
the top unit is in the swiveled-in position. Further, the
electronic controller module may be adapted to be oper-
ated and/or controlled via the top unit, for example. This
allows that the top unit can be used as control device, or
alike. If the top unit comprises a memory, the mounting
system may be adapted such that data can be transferred
from the top unit to the controller module and/or vice ver-
sa, e.g. via the first contact arrangement and the second
contact arrangement (especially when the top unit is
mounted in the swiveled-in position).
[0028] In a preferred embodiment, the first contact ar-
rangement is disposed closer to the first hinge means
than to the first attraction means and the second contact
arrangement is disposed closer to the second hinge
means than to the second attraction means. Thus, a mag-
netic force applied by the magnetic retaining mechanism
applies to the contact arrangement by a leveraged force,
wherein a lever axle may be defined by the first and sec-
ond hinge means. The arrangement of the first and sec-
ond attraction means is adapted to each other. This al-
lows a good electronic connection of the top unit and the
controller mount. Especially, the second contact arrange-
ment may be pressed against the first contact arrange-
ment with the increased, leveraged force when the top
unit is swiveled into the swiveled-in position during
mounting on the controller module. The resilient contacts
may be partly pushed in. The resulting resilient counter-
force and the leveraged force acting between the first
and second contact arrangements ensure a particularly
reliable connection between the first and second contact
arrangements, even if the top unit is mounted and de-
mounted a plurality of times.

[0029] According to a further aspect, the mounting sys-
tem can be configured such that the first contact arrange-
ment and the second contact arrangement slide against
each other at least during a part of the swiveling move-
ment. Even if a sliding distance is short, this can ensure
that the contact arrangements clean themselves free dur-
ing the swiveling movement.
[0030] In a preferred embodiment, the top unit com-
prises a processor, a memory, a user input device, and/or
a display. Furthermore, the top unit can comprise addi-
tional electronical elements, for example a battery ele-
ment, LEDs, and/or a speaker. A service personal can
interact with the electronic controller module via the top
unit, while the top unit is provided in a swiveled-in posi-
tion. The service personal can use the user input device,
for example a touch screen, physical buttons, or alike to
navigate within a in the top unit displayed software envi-
ronment to control the controller module, amend its set-
tings or alike. Further, the top unit can be used as data
storage to transfer data, e.g. to

- transfer data from a first electronic controller module
to a second electronic controller module,

- transfer data to several controller modules, to which
the top unit is consecutively mounted, e.g. for updat-
ing the controller modules and/or for transferring new
instructions to them, and/or

- transfer recoded data recorded by the controller
module(s) from the controller module(s) to the top
unit.

[0031] This allows an easy communication to different
controllers and an easy data transfer.
[0032] In a preferred embodiment, the mounting sys-
tem is arranged at a first side of the top unit, and the
display is arranged at a second side of the top unit, where-
in the first side and the second side are arranged oppos-
ing to each other. The second side faces in a swiveled-
in position the rail, whereas the display points away from
the rail in a swiveled-in position. Thus, the service per-
sonal can easily read the display.
[0033] In a preferred embodiment, the user input de-
vice is arranged next to the display. In this arrangement,
the user input device is arranged at the same side as the
display, such that the service personal can easily interact
with the user input device.
[0034] The controller modules may be automation con-
troller system module. It may be configured to form part
of an automation controller system. In particular, it may
be an automation controller system module for/of an au-
tomation controller system for controlling climate sys-
tems, air condition systems, refrigeration systems,
and/or industrial installations, for example production fa-
cilities. For example, the controller module may be con-
figured for control in systems for food retail.
[0035] In one embodiment, the mounting system in-
cludes a further controller module according to any one
of the embodiments described, wherein the top unit can
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be used with the controller module and the further con-
troller module consecutively.
[0036] Further, the above problem is solved by a meth-
od according to claim 13. The methods includes using a
mounting system according to any one of the preceding
claims. The modifications and advantages described
with regard to the mounting system apply to the method
accordingly, and vice versa.
[0037] The method comprises the following steps for
mounting the top unit onto the controller module com-
prises: First, a mechanical engagement mechanism of
the top unit and the electric controller module are en-
gaged in the swiveled-out position. Second, the top unit
is swiveled into the swiveled-in position, wherein the
magnetic retaining mechanism retains the top unit in the
swiveled-in position in a releasable manner.
[0038] This method can be done manually, only by
hands, without any additional tools or pressing buttons
or alike. Thus, mounting the top unit onto the controller
module is easy.
[0039] In order to remove the top unit from the control-
ler module, the top unit is transferred from the swiveled-
in position to the swiveled-out position, wherein the mag-
netic retaining mechanism exhibits no significant retain-
ing force when the top unit is in the swiveled-out position.
Thus, the top unit can be taken off easily.
[0040] In the following, the present application is de-
scribed in a preferred embodiment with reference to the
drawing. Herein showing:

Fig. 1 A perspective view of a standardized equip-
ment rail having several electronic controller
modules mounted;

Fig. 2 A perspective view of an electronic controller
module with a top unit mounted thereon;

Fig. 3 a perspective view on a second side (a top side)
of the top unit with a display and buttons;

Fig. 4 a view on a lateral side of the top unit;

Fig. 5 a view on an end side of the top unit in a longi-
tudinal direction of the top unit;

Fig. 6 a first side (an underside) of the top unit for abut-
ting on the controller module;

Fig. 7 a cross-sectional view of the top unit mounted
on the electronical controller module; and

Fig. 8 a cross-sectional view of the top unit at the elec-
tronical controller module in a swiveled-out po-
sition.

[0041] Fig. 1 shows a standardized equipment rail 1,
wherein an electronic controller module 2, a first auxiliary
electronic module 3, and a second auxiliary electronic

module 4 are arranged on the rail 1. The rail 1 is usually
mounted on a not shown wall and/or within a controller
cabinet. The electronic controller module 2 and the aux-
iliary electronic modules 3,4 are connect to the adjacent
ones via connectors 5. The first auxiliary electronic mod-
ule 3 may be an input/output module (I/O-module), which
is able to control a non-depicted actuator, a compressor,
or alike.
[0042] The second auxiliary electronic module 4 is, for
example, a power supply for supplying power to the elec-
tronic controller module 2 and/or to the first auxiliary elec-
tronic module 3. The electronic controller module 2, the
first auxiliary electronic module 3, and the second auxil-
iary electronic module 4 constitute an electronic control-
ler module assembly, wherein the electronic controller
module 2 includes the main intelligence for controlling
and uses as well as controls the first auxiliary electronic
module 3 and the second auxiliary electronic module 4.
Hence, in functional terms, the electronic controller mod-
ule assembly can be regarded as one controller module.
[0043] The electronic controller module 2 and the first
auxiliary electronic module 3 comprise several cable con-
nections 6 for connecting ethernet cables or braids of
other cables or alike.
[0044] A top unit 7 is mounted on the electronic con-
troller module 2, wherein the top unit 7 is mounted on a
top side of the electronic controller module 2. Fig. 1 shows
the arrangement of the top unit 7 and the electronic con-
troller module 2 with the top unit 7 being in a swiveled-
in position (and hence completely mounted). The top side
of the electronic controller module 2 faces away from the
rail 1. Accordingly, in the swiveled-in position, a top face
of the top unit 7 faces away from the rail 1. The top side
of the top unit 7 may be also referred to as its second
side. The top unit 7 comprises, on its top side, a user
input device. In this example, the input device includes
six buttons 8. Next to the buttons 8, a display 9 is arranged
on the top side of the top unit 7.
[0045] Fig. 2 depicts the electronic controller module
2 having the top unit 7 mounted on in the swiveled-in
position in more detail. The electronic controller module
2 comprises several cable connections 6, which are pro-
vided on opposite lateral sides of the electronic controller
module 2 perpendicular to its top side. In other words,
cable connections 6 are also provided on a lateral side
of the electronic controller module 2 that cannot be seen
in Fig. 2.
[0046] Fig. 3 shows the top unit 7 alone in a non-mount-
ed state. The top unit 7 comprises the display 9 on its
top side, wherein the top side also comprises the six but-
tons 8. Four of the buttons 8 are configured to navigate
through a software environment provided on the top unit
7, one button 8 is a confirm button 8 to confirm a choice
and one button 8 is configured to cancel choices and/or
return to a previous page.
[0047] Fig. 4 shows a view on a lateral side surface of
the of top unit 7. The lateral side surface is at least sub-
stantially perpendicular to the top side of the top unit 7
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and extends parallel to a longitudinal direction (a first
direction) of the top unit 7. On the top side, the display 9
and buttons 8 are provided, while on an underside op-
posite to the top side, a (second) hinge means 11, 12
and a top unit protrusion 10 are provided. The second
hinge means 11, 12 comprises a hinge accommodation
11 and a hinge protrusion 12. The second hinge means
11, 12 is provided on a primary end section of the top
unit 7 in the longitudinal direction (of the top unit 7). The
top unit protrusion 10 is arranged at a secondary end
section of the top unit 7 in said longitudinal direction. Be-
tween the primary and secondary end section of the top
unit 7, a middle section is provided.
[0048] The underside of the top unit 7 may be also
referred to as its first side.
[0049] The top unit protrusion 10 comprises tapered
side walls 13. Hence, the projection 10 becomes narrow-
er with increasing distance from the display 9.
[0050] The tapered walls 13 are also shown in Fig. 5,
which is a view on an end side of the top unit 7 in the
longitudinal direction of the latter.
[0051] Fig. 6 shows the underside of the top unit 7. The
underside may be also referred to a first side of the top
unit 7. It is opposite to the top side (the first side) of the
top unit 7.
[0052] The top unit 7 comprises a (second) contact ar-
rangement 14. The second contact arrangement formed
on the underside. The second contact arrangement con-
sists of multiple contacts, in this embodiment ten con-
tacts. Further, the contact arrangement 14 is arranged
between the hinge means and the top unit protrusion 10.
In other words, it is located in the middle section.
[0053] Fig. 7 depicts a sectional view of the electronic
controller module 2 mounted on the rail 1, wherein the
top unit 7 is in the swiveled-in position. The top unit 7 is
completely mounted on the electronic controller module
2. Accordingly, it is releasably retained to the electronic
controller 2 and electrically connected to the electronic
controller module 2.
[0054] The electronic controller module 2 comprises a
hinge means which corresponds to the hinge means 11,
12 of the top unit 7. The hinge means of the electronic
controller module 2, a first hinge means 15, 16, comprise
a first hinge accommodation 15 and a first hinge protru-
sion 16. As explained above, the hinge means of the top
unit 7, the second hinge means 11, 12, comprises the
second hinge accommodation 11 and the second hinge
protrusion 12. The first and the second hinge means form
together a mechanical engagement mechanism. The
mechanical engagement allows to disengage the first
hinge means 15, 16 and the second hinge means 11, 12
when the top unit 7 is swiveled out from the swiveled-in
position by at least a certain swivel angle. Accordingly,
the mechanical engagement allows to bring the first hinge
means 15, 16 and the second hinge means 11, 12 into
engagement when the top unit 7 is inclined with respect
to the swiveled-in position by at least the certain swivel
angle.

[0055] In the swiveled-in position, the (second) contact
arrangement 14 of the top unit 7 is in contact with a first
contact arrangement 17 of the electronic controller mod-
ule 2. The first contact arrangement 17 comprises resil-
ient contacts. The resilient contacts are biased, such that
these contacts flex under force. In this embodiment, the
resilient contacts can be urged in a direction towards the
rail 1.
[0056] Further, the electronic controller module 2 com-
prises a first attraction means 19, namely a first magnet,
which is provided distanced to the first contact arrange-
ment 17. The first attraction means 19 interact with sec-
ond attraction means 20 of the top unit 7. In this embod-
iment, the second attraction means 20 are formed as a
second magnet. The first attraction means 19 and the
second attraction means second magnet are arranged
in such a way, such that the first and second magnets
interact with each other when the top unit 7 is in a
swiveled-in position. In more detail, they exhibit a mag-
netic retaining force acting against swiveling the top unit
out of the swiveled-in position. The first attraction means
19, respectively the first magnet, and the second attrac-
tion means 20, namely the second magnet, together form
a magnetic retaining mechanism, which retains the top
unit 7 in the swiveled-in position.
[0057] The attraction means 19, 20 are distanced to
each respective hinge means 11, 12; 15, 16, wherein the
contact arrangements 14, 17 are arranged closer to the
respective hinge means 11, 12; 15, 16 than to the attrac-
tion means 19, 20.
[0058] In this embodiment, the retaining force acts in
a direction perpendicular to the top side of the electronic
controller module 2 when the top unit 7 is in its swiveled-
in position.
[0059] The mounting system includes an additional
guiding mechanism for guiding the top unit 7 into a pre-
determined end position when the top unit 7 is being
swiveled into the swiveled-in position. Additionally or al-
ternatively, the guiding mechanism is adapted to secure
the top unit 7, when the top unit 7 is in the swiveled-in
position, in the end position relative to the electronic con-
troller module 2 against movements perpendicular to the
direction into which the retaining force acts when the top
unit 7 is in the swiveled-in position.
[0060] In the swiveled-in position, the top unit protru-
sion 10 is accommodated in an indentation 18 of the elec-
tronic controller module 2. The indentation 18 is adapted
to the top unit protrusion 10, such that the top unit 7 is at
least partly secured to the electronic controller module 2
by form-fit in the swivel-in position. Therefore, the inden-
tation 18 comprises also tapered walls, which correspond
to the taper of the walls 13 of the top unit protrusion 10.
In this embodiment, the indentation 18 and the top unit
protrusion 10 constitute the additional guiding mecha-
nism.
[0061] The top unit 7 comprises further a not depicted
processor and a not depicted memory respectively data
storage. The top unit 7 can be taken off the electronic
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controller module 2 and be placed on another, not de-
picted, electronic controller module 2. Thus, a service
person can service several electronic controller modules
2 using solely one top unit 7 according to the present
application.
[0062] In order to take the top unit 7 of the electronic
controller module 2, the service person grabs the top unit
7 at the second end section, respectively in the area of
the buttons 8 and gently pulls the top unit 7 away from
the rail 1 respectively from the electronic controller mod-
ule 2. A pulling force has to exceed the retaining force
provided by the magnetic retaining mechanism. Subse-
quently, the top unit 7 will tilt around the first and second
hinge means provided at the primary end section. As
soon as the hinge means of the top unit 7 and the elec-
tronic controller module 2 are sufficiently disengaged, i.e.
when the unit 7 has reached the swiveled-out position,
the top unit 7 can be taken off the electronic controller
module 2.
[0063] Fig. 8 schematically shows the top unit 7 in the
swiveled-out position.
[0064] To mount the top unit 7 onto the electronic con-
troller module 2 again or to another electronic controller
module, the hinge means of the top unit 7 and the elec-
tronic controller means 2, respectively the first hinge pro-
trusion 16 and the second hinge accommodation 11, and
the second hinge protrusion 12 and the first hinge ac-
commodation 15, are brought together, such that the
hinge means can interact with each other. In a subse-
quent step, the top unit 7 is tilted, such that the top unit
protrusion 10 is received by the indentation 18. The mag-
netic retaining mechanism, respectively the first and the
second magnets, attract each other and form a detach-
able retaining of the top unit 7 onto the electronic con-
troller module 2.
[0065] A top unit 7 can also be a not depicted cover,
which covers the contacts 17 of the electronic controller
module 2. Such a cover is only a cover without any elec-
tronics, displays or alike. The cover is mounted and dis-
assembled in the same way, as described above.
[0066] An electronic controller module 2 according to
the present invention can be coupled to any top unit 7
having the above-described mechanical engagement
mechanism and magnetic retaining mechanism, such
that a top unit 7 can be replaced by another top unit 7.
Therefore, the service person has to carry just one top
unit 7 while maintaining several electronic controller mod-
ules 2.

List of reference signs:

[0067]

1 rail
2 electronic controller module
3 electronic module
4 electronic module
5 connector

6 cable connector
7 top unit
8 button
9 display
10 top unit protrusion
11 second hinge accommodation
12 second hinge protrusion
13 protrusion wall
14 second contact arrangement
15 first hinge accommodation
16 first hinge protrusion
17 first contact arrangement
18 indentation
19 first attraction means
20 second attraction means

Claims

1. Mounting system for detachably fixing a top unit (7)
onto a housing of an electronic controller module (2)
mountable on a standardized equipment rail (1) for
holding electronic controller modules (2, 3, 4), the
mounting system comprising:

a mechanical engagement mechanism (11, 12,
15, 16) for pivotable mechanical engagement of
the top unit (7) with the electronic controller mod-
ule (2), and
a magnetic retaining mechanism (19, 20) for re-
leasably retaining the top unit (7) in a swiveled-
in position.

2. Mounting system according to claim 1, character-
ized in that the mechanical engagement mecha-
nism (11, 12, 15, 16) allows to swivel the top unit (7)
between a swiveled-out position and the swiveled-
in position, wherein the top unit (7) is attachable to
and detachable from the electronic controller module
(2) in the swiveled-out position and wherein the me-
chanical engagement mechanism (11, 12, 15, 16)
retains the top unit (7) when the top unit (7) is in the
swiveled-in position.

3. Mounting system according to claim 1 or 2, charac-
terized in that

- the electronic controller module (2) comprises
a first attraction means (19) of the magnetic re-
taining mechanism and that
- the top unit (7) comprises a second attraction
(20) means of the magnetic retaining mecha-
nism,

wherein, when the top unit (7) is in the swiveled-in
position, the first attraction means (19) and the sec-
ond attraction means (20) attract each other mag-
netically for releasably retaining the top unit (7) in

11 12 
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the swiveled-in position.

4. Mounting system according to claim 3, character-
ized in that at least one of the first attraction means
(19) and the second attraction means (20) includes
a magnet, wherein the other one of the first attraction
means (19) the second attraction means (20) in-
cludes a magnet (19, 20) and/or a ferromagnet.

5. Mounting system according to any one of claims 1
to 4, characterized in that the mechanical engage-
ment mechanism (11, 12, 15, 16) comprises

- a first hinge means (15, 16) formed on the elec-
tronic controller module (2) and
- a second hinge means (11, 12) formed on the
top unit (7) for engaging the first hinge means
(15, 16).

6. Mounting system according to claim 5, character-
ized in

- that one of the first hinge means (15, 16) and
the second hinge means (11, 12) comprises a
hinge accommodation (11, 15), and
- that the other one of the first hinge means (15,
16) and the second hinge means (11, 12) com-
prises a hinge protrusion (12, 16) for engaging
the hinge accommodation (11, 15).

7. Mounting system according to claim 5 or 6, charac-
terized in that, along a first direction of the top unit
(7), the second hinge means (11, 12) is located at a
primary end section of the top unit (7) and that the
second attraction means (20) is located on a sec-
ondary end section of the top unit (7) distanced to
the primary end section.

8. Mounting system according to any one of claims 1
to 7, characterized in that the electronic controller
module (2) comprises a first contact arrangement
(17) for electrically connecting, when the top unit (7)
is in the swiveled-in position, a second contact ar-
rangement (14) formed on the top unit (7), wherein
at least one of the first contact arrangement (17) and
the second contact arrangement (14) comprises re-
silient contacts.

9. Mounting system according to claim 8, character-
ized in that the first contact arrangement (17) is dis-
posed closer to the first hinge means (15, 16) than
to the first attraction means (19) and the second con-
tact arrangement (14) is disposed closer to the sec-
ond hinge means (11, 12) than to the second attrac-
tion means (20).

10. Mounting system according to claim 8 or 9, charac-
terized in that the top unit (7) comprises a proces-

sor, a memory, a user input device (8), and/or a dis-
play (9).

11. Mounting system according to claim 9 or 10, char-
acterized in that the mounting system is arranged
at a first side of the top unit (7), and the display (9)
is arranged at an opposite, second side of the top
unit (7).

12. Mounting system according to claim 10 or 11, char-
acterized in that the user input (8) device is ar-
ranged next to the display (9).

13. Method for using a mounting system according to
any one of claim 1 to 12, characterized in that the
method comprises the following steps for mounting
the top unit (7) onto the electronic controller module
(2):

a.) a mechanical engagement mechanism of the
top unit (7) and the electronic controller module
(2) are engaged in a swiveled-out position,
b.) the top unit (7) is swiveled into a swiveled-in
position, wherein the magnetic retaining mech-
anism (19, 20) retains the top unit (7) in a
swiveled-in position in a releasably manner.
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