EP 2 642 353 B1

(19)

(12)

(49)

(21)

(22)

Europdisches
Patentamt

European

Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

(11) EP 2 642 353 B1

EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

Date of publication and mention
of the grant of the patent:
13.10.2021 Bulletin 2021/41
Application number: 13159154.7

Date of filing: 14.03.2013

(51) IntClL:

GO03G 21/20 (2006.01) GO03G 15/20 (2006.01)

(54)

Image forming apparatus and method of controlling the same

Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung und Verfahren zu ihrer Ansteuerung

Appareil de formation d'images et son procédé de contrble

(84)

(30)

(43)

(73)

(72)

Designated Contracting States:

AL AT BE BG CH CY CZDE DK EE ES FI FR GB
GRHRHUIEISITLILT LULV MC MK MT NL NO
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

Priority: 19.03.2012 JP 2012062032

Date of publication of application:
25.09.2013 Bulletin 2013/39

Proprietor: Konica Minolta Business
Technologies, Inc.
Tokyo 100-7014 (JP)

Inventors:

Horie, Takayuki
Tokyo 100-7014 (JP)
Hayashi, Hideaki
Tokyo 100-7014 (JP)

(74)

(56)

Saito, Masashi
Tokyo 100-7014 (JP)
Hadano, Hideki
Tokyo 100-7014 (JP)
Morita, Osamu
Tokyo 100-7014 (JP)
Yoneda, Satoru
Tokyo 100-7014 (JP)

Representative: Hoffmann Eitle
Patent- und Rechtsanwailte PartmbB
ArabellastraBe 30

81925 Miinchen (DE)

References cited:
US-A1-2007 122 177
US-A1- 2011 305 492

US-A1-2011 211 859

Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been

paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)



1 EP 2 642 353 B1 2

Description

[0001] This application is based on Japanese Patent
Application No. 2012-62032 filed with the Japan Patent
Office on March 19, 2012.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field of the Invention

[0002] The present disclosure relates to an image
forming apparatus and a method of controlling the same,
and particularly to an image forming apparatus including
a fixing unit for fixing a toner image on a recording me-
dium and a method of controlling the same.

Description of the Related Art

[0003] Various techniques have been conventionally
studied to avoid emissions of ozone, toner dust and the
like generated in an electrophotographic image forming
apparatus to the outside of the apparatus.

[0004] It has been discovered in recent years that not
only ozone and toner dust, but also ultra fine particles
(hereinafter also referred to as "UFP" when appropriate)
having a particle size of 100 nm or less are generated in
such image forming apparatus. A technique of suppress-
ing UFP emissions to the outside of an apparatus is pro-
posed in Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No.
2010-002803, for example. In this document, an image
forming apparatus adopts means for collecting dust elec-
trostatically and means for suctioning dust by a cyclone.
US2011211859 discloses a printer with control of air flow
amount passing through a filter.

[0005] One problem suffered by the conventional tech-
nique such as described above, however, was that the
provision of the collecting means and suctioning means
as described above results in increase in structural com-
plexity and size of the apparatus.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] The present disclosure has been made in view
of this situation, and an object of the present disclosure
is to provide an image forming apparatus capable of
achieving suppressed emission of dust to the outside of
the apparatus while avoiding increase in structural com-
plexity and size of the apparatus, and a method of con-
trolling the same.

[0007] The invention is defined by the claims. In ac-
cordance with one aspect, an image forming apparatus
having an outline surrounded by a casing, for forming an
image on a recording medium, is provided. The casing
has an opening. The image forming apparatus includes
a fixing unit configured to fix an image formed on the
recording medium. The fixing unit includes a heating fix-
ing member. The image forming apparatus further in-
cludes a control unit configured to control an opening
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degree of the opening, and a first detection unit config-
ured to detect temperature of a surface of orin the vicinity
of the heating fixing member. The control unit is config-
ured to control the opening degree of the opening based
on the temperature detected by the first detection unit,
so as to prevent emission of a substance by an air current
to outside of the casing through the opening, during an
image forming operation.

[0008] In a case where the temperature detected by
the first detection unit exceeds afirst set value, the control
unit is configured to reduce the opening degree of the
opening compared to the opening degree when the tem-
perature is equal to or lower than the first set value. Pref-
erably, after the opening degree of the opening has been
reduced due to the temperature detected by the first de-
tection unit exceeding the first set value, in a case where
the temperature detected by the first detection unit reach-
es a second set value or lower which is a value equal to
or lower than the first set value, the control unit is con-
figured to cancel the reduction of the opening degree of
the opening.

[0009] Still preferably, the control unit is configured not
to reduce the opening degree of the opening even in a
case where the temperature detected by the first detec-
tion unit exceeds the first set value, when a particular
condition is satisfied.

[0010] Still preferably, the image forming apparatus
further includes a second detection unit configured to de-
tect temperature in the vicinity of the opening, in which
the particular condition is that the temperature detected
by the second detection unit exceeds a particular tem-
perature.

[0011] Still preferably, the particular condition is set
based onanumberofrecording media on which animage
is formed by the image formation unit.

[0012] Still preferably, the particular condition is set
based on a period of time during which the control unit
continues the reduction of the opening degree of the
opening.

[0013] Preferably, the control unit is configured to re-
duce the opening degree of the opening until the opening
is closed.

[0014] Preferably, theimage forming apparatus further
includes a member for varying the opening degree of the
opening. The control unit is configured to control the
opening degree of the opening by displacing the member.
The member contains metal.

[0015] In accordance with another aspect, a method
of controlling an image forming apparatus having an out-
line surrounded by a casing, for forming an image on a
recording medium, is provided. The image forming ap-
paratus includes a fixing unit configured to fix an image
formed on the recording medium and a control unit con-
figured to control operations of the image forming appa-
ratus. The casing has an opening. The fixing unitincludes
a heating fixing member. The control method includes,
inter alia, the steps of detecting, by the image forming
apparatus, a temperature of a surface of or in the vicinity
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of the heating fixing member during an image forming
operation, and controlling, by the image forming appara-
tus, an opening degree of the opening based on the tem-
perature of a surface of or in the vicinity of the heating
fixing member, so as to prevent emission of a substance
by an air current to outside of the casing through the
opening.

[0016] According to the present disclosure, emission
of dust to the outside of the image forming apparatus can
be suppressed while increase in structural complexity
and size of the image forming apparatus is avoided.
[0017] The foregoing and other objects, features, as-
pects and advantages of the present invention will be-
come more apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion of the present invention when taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0018]

Fig. 1is a diagram schematically showing an internal
structure of a black-and-white printer in one embod-
iment of an image forming apparatus.

Fig. 2 is adiagram showing a hardware configuration
of the printer shown in Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a diagram schematically showing an exam-
ple of an opened/closed state of a louver.

Fig. 4 is a diagram schematically showing an exam-
ple of a state where an opening degree of an air
discharge opening has been reduced from the state
shown in Fig. 3.

Fig. 5 is a flowchart of a process executed during an
image forming operation in the printer shown in Fig.
1.

Fig. 6A is a diagram for explaining an effect of con-
trolling opening/closing of the louver in the printer
shown in Fig. 1.

Fig. 6B is a diagram for explaining an effect of con-
trolling opening/closing of the louver in the printer
shown in Fig. 1.

Fig. 7 is a diagram for explaining a manner in which
a casing is cooled by a fan provided in a modification
of the printer shown in Fig. 1.

Fig. 8 is adiagram showing a hardware configuration
of the modification of the printer shown in Fig. 1.
Fig. 9 is a flowchart of a process of controlling open-
ing/closing of the louver in a modification of the print-
er shown in Fig. 1.

Fig. 10 is aflowchart of a process of controlling open-
ing/closing of the louver in a modification of the print-
er shown in Fig. 1.

Fig. 11 is aflowchart of a process of controlling open-
ing/closing of the louver in a modification of the print-
er shown in Fig. 1.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0019] Anembodiment of an image forming apparatus
will be described hereinafter with reference to the draw-
ings. In the following description, the same components
and elements are designated by the same characters,
and redundant description will not be repeated.

<General Structure of Image Forming Apparatus>

[0020] Referringto Fig. 1, a structure of animage form-
ing apparatus is generally described. Fig. 1 is a diagram
schematically showing an internal structure of a black-
and-white printer (hereinafter referred to simply as "print-
er") in one embodiment of the image forming apparatus.
[0021] A printer 10 has an outline surrounded by a cas-
ing 10A. Casing 10A includes therein a charging device
11, a developing device 12, a transferring device 13, a
photoreceptor 14, and a fixing device 30. An arrow A2
indicates a delivery path of a sheet (one example of a
recording medium) on which animage is formed in printer
10.

[0022] In printer 10, charging device 11 forms an elec-
trostatic latent image on a surface of photoreceptor 14.
Photoreceptor 14 is rotated in a direction of an arrow A11
by a not-shown rotation mechanism (which is included
in an image formation unit 110 to be described later).
Developing device 12 supplies toner to the surface of
photoreceptor 14 on which the electrostatic latent image
has been formed, to form a toner image on the surface
of photoreceptor 14. The sheet passes between photore-
ceptor 14 and transferring device 13, to transfer the toner
image on the surface of photoreceptor 14 onto the sheet.
An image is thus formed on the sheet. Fixing device 30
heats the sheet that has been delivered to fixing device
30, to fix the image formed on the sheet.

[0023] Fixing device 30 includes a fixing roller 31, and
a temperature sensor 32 arranged in the vicinity of fixing
roller 31 for detecting temperature in the vicinity of fixing
roller 31. Fixing roller 31 is heated by a not-shown heater
(which is included in image formation unit 110 to be de-
scribed later).

[0024] Casing 10A is provided with an air discharge
opening 20. Afilter and alouver are provided in the vicinity
of air discharge opening 20 (the portion of an ellipse R
indicated by a chain-dotted line in Fig. 1), as will be de-
scribed later with reference to Fig. 3. Printer 10 includes
a fan (fan 160) for blowing air into casing 10A, as will be
described later with reference to Fig. 2. The wind from
the fan causes the air in casing 10A to be discharged
through the filter and louver to the outside of casing 10A.
An arrow A1 indicates a flow of air to be discharged.

<Hardware Configuration of Image Forming Apparatus>
[0025] ReferringtoFig.2, anexample of hardware con-

figuration of the image forming apparatus is described.
Fig. 2is a diagram showing an example of hardware con-



5 EP 2 642 353 B1 6

figuration of printer 10 shown in Fig. 1.

[0026] Referring to Fig. 2, printer 10 includes a CPU
(Central Processing Unit) 101 for controlling the entire
apparatus, a RAM (Random Access Memory) 103 for
temporarily storing data, a ROM (Read Only Memory)
105 for storing a program, a constant and the like, a stor-
age unit 107 for storing image data and the like, an op-
eration panel 130 for receiving operations by a user, im-
age formation unit 110 for printing image data on a sheet,
a delivery unit 120 having a motor and the like for deliv-
ering the sheet in the direction of arrow A2 in printer 10,
and a communication unit 140 for controlling communi-
cation between components in printer 10 and communi-
cation with equipment present outside of printer 10.
[0027] Operation panel 130 includes a display screen
131 for displaying a state of printer 10 and command
options, and an input key 132 for inputting a numerical
value and the like. Display screen 131 and input key 132
may be implemented as a touch panel. The touch panel
includes a liquid crystal display and a touch sensor
mounted thereon, for example.

[0028] Printer 10 includes temperature sensor 32, a
temperature sensor 29, a motor for louver 150, and fan
160. Temperature sensor 29 detects a temperature of
the louver provided in the vicinity of air discharge opening
20, as will be described later with reference to Fig. 3 and
the like. Motor for louver 150 is a motor for varying an
opening degree of the louver. Fan 160 is a fan for dis-
charging the air in casing 10A to the outside, as described
above.

[0029] During animage forming operation in printer 10,
CPU 101 controls driving of motor for louver 150 based
on the detected temperature from temperature sensor
32 and the like. As such, the opening degree of the louver
is controlled based on the detected temperature from
temperature sensor 32 and the like. In printer 10, the
opening degree of the louver is controlled to control an
opening degree of air discharge opening 20.

[0030] In this embodiment, "during an image forming
operation" refers to a state where printer 10 has been
turned on and is operating to form an image. That is,
"during an image forming operation" includes not only a
period of time during which animage is formed on a sheet
that has been delivered into casing 10A in printer 10, but
also awarm-up period during recovery from a sleep state
orimmediately after turn-on of printer 10, a period of time
between completion of the image forming operation and
transition to a sleep state, and the like.

<Opening/Closing of Louver>

[0031] Asdescribed above, in printer 10, opening/clos-
ing of the louver provided in the vicinity of air discharge
opening 20 is controlled based on the temperature in the
vicinity of fixing roller 31 and the like. Referring to Figs.
3 and 4, an operation of the louver is described.

[0032] Fig. 3 is a diagram schematically showing an
example of an opened/closed state of air discharge open-
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ing 20 (louver). Fig. 4 is a diagram schematically showing
an example of a state where the opening degree of air
discharge opening 20 (louver) has been reduced from
the state shown in Fig. 3. It is noted that each of Figs. 3
and 4 corresponds to an enlarged view of ellipse R and
its vicinity shown in Fig. 1.

[0033] Referring first to Fig. 3, air discharge opening
20 is provided with a louver 21 including one or more
blades. Temperature sensor 29 is arranged on part of a
blade of louver 21. In Fig. 3, an arrow A3 indicates a flow
of air delivered from the inside of casing 10A (see Fig.
1) to the outside. Afilter 22 is provided upstream of louver
21 in this flow. Since an ambient temperature in fixing
device 30 becomes relatively high, filter 22 is formed of
a material resistant to damage such as melting due to
the air of relatively high temperature flowing from fixing
device 30. The air indicated by arrow A3 passes through
filter 22 and a region provided with louver 21, and is de-
livered to the outside of casing 10A.

[0034] In Fig. 4, the blades of louver 21 are rotated to
move from the state shown in Fig. 3, to close air discharge
opening 20. As a result, even if the air is delivered by fan
160 as indicated by an arrow A4, the path of the air to
the outside of casing 10A is interrupted (or blocked).
[0035] During the image forming operation in printer
10, louver 21 is basically in the state shown in Fig. 3.
When fixing roller 31 reaches a high temperature, louver
21isclosedtoreduce the opening degree of air discharge
opening 20, as shown in Fig. 4. As a result, emissions of
ozone, toner dust and the like , as well as UFPs and the
like considered to be generated in casing 10A at a high
temperature, to the outside of casing 10A is avoided, and
condensation of the UPFs in casing 10A and adhesion
of the UFPs to an inner wall of casing 10A are facilitated.
[0036] When the opening degree of air discharge
opening 20 is reduced on condition that fixing roller 31
reaches a high temperature as described above, a situ-
ation is envisioned where the temperature in casing 10A
increases. Thus, in order to be able to efficiently release
heatin casing 10A to the outside even when air discharge
opening 20 has a low opening degree, louver 21 is pref-
erably made of a material having a high thermal conduc-
tivity such as metal including iron, copper, aluminum, or
their alloys.

<Control of Opening/Closing of Louver>

[0037] Referring to Fig. 5, control of opening/closing
of louver 21 is described. Fig. 5 is a flowchart of the proc-
ess of controlling opening/closing of louver 21 executed
by CPU 101 during the image forming operation in printer
10.

[0038] Referring to Fig. 5, upon turn-on of printer 10,
in step S10, CPU 101 drives motor for louver 150 so that
louver 21 is in the state such as shown in Fig. 3, and
proceeds the control process to step S20.

[0039] In step S20, CPU 101 determines whether or
nota surface temperature of fixing roller 31 derived based
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on a detected temperature from temperature sensor 32
(hereinafter referred to simply as "surface temperature
of fixing roller 31 ") has exceeded 170°C. If it is deter-
mined that the surface temperature has exceeded 170°C
(YES instep S30), CPU 101 proceeds the control process
to step S30. On the other hand, if it is determined that
the surface temperature is equal to or lower than 170°C
(NOin step S30), CPU 101 proceeds the control process
to step S40.

[0040] In this embodiment, the surface temperature of
fixing roller 31 may be derived based on the temperature
in the vicinity of fixing roller 31 detected by temperature
sensor 32. Specifically, the surface temperature of fixing
roller 31 is derived by calculating the product of the tem-
perature in the vicinity of fixing roller 31 and a correction
coefficient, for example. The surface temperature of fix-
ing roller 31 may be obtained by detecting the tempera-
ture in the vicinity of the surface of fixing roller 31 using
a noncontact sensor, for example.

[0041] In step S40, CPU 101 drives motor for louver
150 so that louver 21 is in the state where the air flows
through opening 20 (see Fig. 3), and returns the control
process to step S20. In step S40, CPU 101 checks the
state of louver 21 at that point in time. Then, if louver 21
is already in the state shown in Fig. 3, CPU 101 does not
drive motor for louver 150 in step S40 and returns the
control process to step S20.

[0042] In step S30, on the other hand, CPU 101 drives
motor for louver 150 so thatlouver 21 isin the state where
the air is less likely to flow through opening 20 than in
the state shown in Fig. 3 (see Fig. 4), and returns the
control process to step S20. In step S30, CPU 101 checks
the state of louver 21 at that point in time. Then, if louver
21 is already in the state shown in Fig. 4, CPU 101 does
not drive motor for louver 150 in step S30 and returns
the control process to step S20.

[0043] Inthe embodiment described above, when the
surface temperature of fixing roller 31 is equal to or lower
than 170°C, louver 21 is controlled to be in the state
shown in Fig. 3. When the surface temperature exceeds
170°C, on the other hand, louver 21 is controlled to be
in the state where the air is less likely to flow through
opening 20 than in the state shown in Fig. 3 (see Fig. 4),
that is, a state where the opening degree of air discharge
opening 20 is reduced compared to that when the surface
temperature is equal to or lower than 170°C.

<Example of Control Result>

[0044] Figs. 6A and 6B are diagrams for explaining an
effect of the control of opening/closing of louver 21 in
printer 10. Fig. 6A shows a temporal variation in temper-
ature offixing roller 31. Fig. 6B shows a temporal variation
in UFP concentration outside of casing 10A. In each of
Figs. 6A and 6B, a horizontal axis represents time that
has elapsed since printer 10 was turned on.

[0045] Referring to Fig. 6A, after turn-on of printer 10,
awarm-up operation is performed ("WU" in Fig. 6A). Dur-
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ing this period of time, fixing roller 31 is heated, causing
increase in surface temperature of fixing roller 31 as well.
[0046] At the start of the warm-up operation, louver 21
is controlled to be in the state shown in Fig. 3.

[0047] Then, when the surface temperature of fixing
roller 31 exceeds 170°C, louver 21 is closed to change
the state of louver 21 from that shown in Fig. 3 to that
shown in Fig. 4. During the state change of louver 21,
printer 10 makes a transition to a standby state. Then,
when the surface temperature of fixing roller 31 becomes
equal to or lower than 170°C, louver 21 is opened again.
That is, louver 21 is controlled to make a transition to the
state shown in Fig. 3.

[0048] Whentheimage formingoperationis performed
("PRINT" in Fig. 6A) and completed in printer 10, the
surface temperature of fixing roller 31 exceeds 170°C
again in Fig. 6A. Louver 21 is closed accordingly. Then,
when the surface temperature of fixing roller 31 becomes
equal to or lower than 170°C, louver 21 is opened again.
[0049] In Fig. 6B, a solid line indicates a detected
amount of UFPs when the control described with refer-
ence to Fig. 5 was performed. On the other hand, a chain-
dottedlinein Fig. 6B indicates a detected amount of UFPs
when louver 21 was kept in the opened state (see Fig.
3) regardless of the surface temperature of fixing roller
31.

[0050] The detected concentration of UFPs indicated
by the chain-dotted line in Fig. 6B varies in a manner
substantially similar to that of the temperature variation
shown in Fig. 6A. That is, the detected concentration of
UFPs increases as the surface temperature of fixing roller
31 increases. Particularly, (during standby) after comple-
tion of the warm-up and after completion of the image
forming operation in printer 10, an overshoot (abrupt in-
crease) is temporarily seen.

[0051] Onthe other hand, as indicated by the solid line
inFig. 6B, the overshoot seen (during standby) after com-
pletion of the warm-up and after completion of the image
forming operation in printer 10 is eliminated when the
control in this embodiment (Fig. 5) is performed. Specif-
ically, although the UFP concentration exhibits increase
in accordance with the behavior of the surface tempera-
ture of fixing roller 31 while louver 21 is opened, the in-
crease stops when louver 21 is closed.

[0052] In view of the above, an overshootin UFP con-
centration can be avoided by controlling opening/closing
of louver 21 in accordance with the surface temperature
of fixing roller 31 in this embodiment. In printer 10, toner
and ozone not emitted to the outside of casing 10A ad-
heres to a bottom surface and inner wall of casing 10A.
As a result, an amount of these emissions to the outside
of casing 10A can be reduced.

<Modification (1)>
[0053] Printer 10 in a modification (1) can have a con-

figuration similar to that of printer 10 described above,
except for the following features described below. The



9 EP 2 642 353 B1 10

difference of printer 10 in the modification (1) from above-
described printer 10 is described below.

[0054] During the control of opening/closing of louver
21 described with reference to Fig. 5, louver 21 is closed
when the surface temperature of fixing roller 31 exceeds
170°C and opened when the surface temperature be-
comes equal to or lower than 170°C. In this case, if the
surface temperature of fixing roller 31 varies at short in-
tervals in the vicinity of 170°C, a situation is envisioned
where louver 21 is constantly switched between the
opened state and the closed state.

[0055] In order to avoid such situation, during the con-
trol of opening/closing of louver 21, the states of louver
21 may be switched so that louver 21 is closed when the
surface temperature of fixing roller 31 exceeds afirst tem-
perature and louver 21 is opened when the surface tem-
perature becomes equal to or lower than a second tem-
perature lower than the first temperature. The control of
opening/closing of louver 21 employing the first and sec-
ond temperatures can handle a time lag between the
variation in detected temperature of temperature sensor
32 and the variation in the detected amount of UFPs out-
side of casing 10A.

[0056] During the opening/closing control in the mod-
ification (1), if switching from the opened state to the
closed state and switching from the closed state to the
opened state of fixing roller 31 are performed at the same
temperature, that is, if the first temperature and the sec-
ond temperature are identical to each other, a situation
is envisioned where louver 21 is constantly switched be-
tween the opened state and the closed state. In order to
avoid the constant switching, CPU 101 may switch be-
tween the opening and closing of fixing roller 31 by ac-
quiring temperature detected by temperature sensor 32
at regular time intervals, or by utilizing an average value
of atemperature detected by temperature sensor 32 after
a certain period of time.

<Modification (2)>

[0057] Printer 10 in a modification (2) can have a con-
figuration similar to that of above-described printer 10,
except for the following features described below. The
difference of printer 10 in the modification (2) from above-
described printer 10 is described below.

[0058] In printer 10, air discharge opening 20 is closed
when fixing roller 31 reaches a high temperature. In order
to suppress temperature increase in casing 10A resulting
from such control, printer 10 may further include another
fan separate from fan 160.

[0059] Fig. 7 is a diagram for explaining a manner in
which casing 10A is cooled by another fan separate from
fan 160. Fig. 8 is a diagram showing a hardware config-
uration of printer 10 in the modification (2).

[0060] ReferringtoFig.7,inthe modification (2), a sep-
arately provided exterior fan 23 cools louver 21 provided
at air discharge opening 20 from outside of casing 10A.
If louver 21 is made of a material having a high thermal

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

conductivity as described above, the interior of casing
10A of printer 10 in this modification is efficiently cooled
by exterior fan 23 even while louver 21 is closed. In ad-
dition, such cooling can facilitate condensation of UPFs
in casing 10A and adhesion of UFPs to the inner wall of
casing 10A.

[0061] Referring to Fig. 8, the operation of exterior fan
23 is controlled by CPU 101. CPU 101 causes exterior
fan 23 to rotate while printer 10 performs the image form-
ing operation and while louver 21 is closed in step S30
of Fig. 5, for example.

<Modification (3)>

[0062] Printer 10 in a modification (3) can have a con-
figuration similar to that of above-described printer 10,
except for the following features described below. The
difference of printer 10 in the modification (3) from above-
described printer 10 is described below.

[0063] During the control of opening/closing of louver
21 inthe modification (3), louver 21 is opened even when
the surface temperature of fixing roller 31 exceeds
170°C, if a particular condition is satisfied.

[0064] The particular condition in the modification (3)
is that temperature in the vicinity of air discharge opening
20 (hereinafter also referred to as opening-vicinity tem-
perature in casing 10A) exceeds a particular tempera-
ture. That s, in the modification (3), louver 21 is opened
even when the surface temperature of fixing roller 31
exceeds 170°C, if the temperature in the vicinity of air
discharge opening 20 exceeds a particular temperature.
[0065] Fig. 9 is a flowchart of the process of controlling
opening/closing of louver 21 in this modification.

[0066] Referring to Fig. 9, in the opening/closing proc-
ess in this modification, if it is determined in step S20 that
the surface temperature of fixing roller 31 has exceeded
170°C, CPU 101 proceeds the control process to step
S21.

[0067] In step S21, CPU 101 determines whether or
notthe opening-vicinity temperature has exceeded 80°C.
Specifically, in step S21, CPU 101 determines whether
or not a detected temperature from temperature sensor
29 (see Fig. 3) has exceeded 80°C. If it is determined
that the detected temperature from temperature sensor
29 has exceeded 80°C, CPU 101 proceeds the control
process to step S40. If it is determined that the detected
temperature is equal to or lower than 80°C, CPU 101
proceeds the control process to step S30.

[0068] Then, CPU 101 closes louver 21 in step S30,
and opens louver 21 in step S40.

[0069] As such, in the modification (3), louver 21 is
opened even when the surface temperature of fixing roll-
er 31 exceeds 170°C, if the detected temperature from
temperature sensor 29 exceeds 80°C.

<Modification (4)>

[0070] Printer 10 in a modification (4) can have a con-
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figuration similar to that of above-described printer 10,
except for the following features described below. The
difference of printer 10 in the modification (4) from above-
described printer 10 is described below.

[0071] During the control of opening/closing of louver
21 in the modification (4), louver 21 is opened even when
the surface temperature of fixing roller 31 exceeds
170°C, if a particular condition is satisfied.

[0072] The particular condition in the modification (4)
is that the number of recording media (sheets) succes-
sively subjected to image formation (printing) in printer
10 exceeds a particular number. That is, in the modifica-
tion (4), louver 21 is opened even when the surface tem-
perature of fixing roller 31 exceeds 170°C, if the number
of recording media (sheets) successively subjected to
image formation (printing) in printer 10 exceeds a partic-
ular number.

[0073] Fig. 10isaflowchartofthe process of controlling
opening/closing of louver 21 in this modification.

[0074] ReferringtoFig. 10, inthe opening/closing proc-
ess in the modification (4), if it is determined in step S20
that the surface temperature of fixing roller 31 has ex-
ceeded 170°C, CPU 101 proceeds the control process
to step S22.

[0075] In step S22, CPU 101 determines whether or
not the number of sheets successively subjected to print-
ing in printer 10 has exceeded 200. CPU 101 implements
the determination in step S22 by acquiring, from image
formation unit 110, the number of sheets that have been
successively subjected to printing that is counted in im-
age formation unit 110, for example. If it is determined
that the number of successively printed sheets has ex-
ceeded 200, CPU 101 proceeds the control process to
step S40. If it is determined that the number is equal to
or lowerthan 200, CPU 101 proceeds the control process
to step S30.

[0076] Then, CPU 101 closes louver 21 in step S30,
and opens louver 21 in step S40.

[0077] As such, in the modification (4), louver 21 is
opened even when the surface temperature of fixing roll-
er 31 exceeds 170°C, if the number of successively print-
ed sheets exceeds 200. It is noted that "successively"
means that a printing operation on the next sheet is start-
ed before a certain period of time has elapsed since a
printing operation on a previous sheet in printer 10, for
example.

<Modification (5)>

[0078] Printer 10 in a modification (5) can have a con-
figuration similar to that of above-described printer 10,
except for the following features described below. The
difference of printer 10 in the modification (5) from above-
described printer 10 described above is described below.
[0079] During the control of opening/closing of louver
21 in the modification (5), louver 21 is opened even when
the surface temperature of fixing roller 31 exceeds
170°C, if a particular condition is satisfied.
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[0080] The particular condition in the modification (5)
is that a state where louver 21 is closed due to the surface
temperature exceeding 170°C continues for a prescribed
period of time or longer. That is, in the modification (5),
louver 21 is opened even when the surface temperature
of fixing roller 31 exceeds 170°C, if louver 21 is closed
due to the surface temperature of fixing roller 31 exceed-
ing 170°C and such state continues for a prescribed pe-
riod of time or longer in printer 10.

[0081] Fig. 11isaflowchartofthe process of controlling
opening/closing of louver 21 in the modification (5).
[0082] ReferringtoFig.11,inthe opening/closing proc-
ess in the modification (5), if it is determined in step S20
that the surface temperature of fixing roller 31 has ex-
ceeded 170°C, CPU 101 proceeds the control process
to step S23.

[0083] In step S23, CPU 101 determines whether or
not a period of time during which louver 21 is closed in
step S30 (hereinafter referred to as "duration") in printer
10 has exceeded 3 minutes. If it is determined that the
duration has exceeded 3 minutes, CPU 101 proceeds
the control process to step S40. If it is determined that
the duration is equal to or shorter than 3 minutes, CPU
101 proceeds the control process to step S30.

[0084] Then, CPU 101 closes louver 21 in step S30,
and opens louver 21 in step S40.

[0085] As such, in the modification (5), louver 21 is
opened even when the surface temperature of fixing roll-
er 31 exceeds 170°C, if the above "duration" exceeds 3
minutes.

<Other Modifications >

[0086] According to the embodiment and its modifica-
tions described above, opening/closing of louver 21 is
controlled based on the surface temperature of fixing roll-
er 31. As such, in printer 10, emissions of dust including
UFPs, ozone and toner to the outside of casing 10A by
an air current in casing 10A can be suppressed without
requiring increase in structural complexity and size of the
apparatus.

[0087] In the embodiment and its modifications, the
closed state of louver 21 shown in Fig. 4 is only required
to have an opening degree of air discharge opening 20
lower than at least the opening degree of the opened
state shown in Fig. 3. Here, the opening degree refers
to a degree to which the air passes through air discharge
opening 20. The higher the opening degree, the easier
for the air to pass through air discharge opening 20.
[0088] In printer 10, when the surface temperature of
fixing roller 31 exceeds 170°C, louver 21 is displaced so
thatair discharge opening 20 has arelatively low opening
degree. In this case, in order to more reliably avoid dis-
charge of air and the like from the inside of casing 10A
to the outside, louver 21 is preferably displaced so that
air discharge opening 20 has an opening degree of zero,
that is, until a rotational position to close air discharge
opening 20.
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[0089] Moreover, in the embodiment and its modifica-
tions described above, the operation of fan 160 is also
preferably suspended during the period of time during
which louver 21 is closed in the process of step S30.
[0090] While a black-and-white printer has been illus-
trated as an example of the image forming apparatus in
the embodiment and its modifications described above,
the image forming apparatus may be an apparatus of
another type as long as it includes a fixing unit.

[0091] Forexample, the image forming apparatus may
be a four-cycle type image forming apparatus including
four developing devices of different colors around a ro-
tation axis of photoreceptor 14, which are successively
caused to face an electrostatic latent image carrier to
produce a full-color image.

[0092] Alternatively, the image forming apparatus may
be a complex machine further having a facsimile func-
tionality and scan functionality.

[0093] Although the present invention has been de-
scribed and illustrated in detail, it is clearly understood
that the same is by way of illustration and example only
and is not to be taken by way of limitation, the scope of
the present invention being interpreted by the terms of
the appended claims.

Claims

1.  Animage forming apparatus (10) having an outline
surrounded by a casing (10A), for forming an image
on arecording medium, said casing having an open-
ing (20), comprising:

a fixing unit (30) configured to fix an image
formed on the recording medium, said fixing unit
including a heating fixing member (31);

a control unit (101) configured to control an
opening degree of said opening; and

a first detection unit (32) configured to detect
temperature of a surface of or in the vicinity of
said heating fixing member (31),

said control unit (101) being configured to con-
trol the opening degree of said opening based
on the temperature detected by said first detec-
tion unit (32), so as to prevent emission of a sub-
stance by an air current to outside of said casing
through said opening, during an image forming
operation, wherein

in a case where the temperature detected by
said first detection unit exceeds a first set value,
said control unit is configured to reduce the
opening degree of said opening compared to
the opening degree when the temperature is
equal to or lower than said first set value.

2. The image forming apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein:
after the opening degree of said opening (20) has
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been reduced due to the temperature detected by
said first detection unit (32) exceeding said first set
value, in a case where the temperature detected by
said first detection unit reaches a second set value
or lower which is a value equal to or lower than said
firstsetvalue, said control unitis configured to cancel
the reduction of the opening degree of said opening.

The image forming apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein:

said control unit (101) is configured not to reduce the
opening degree of said opening (20) even in a case
where the temperature detected by said first detec-
tion unit (32) exceeds said first set value, when a
particular condition is satisfied.

The image forming apparatus according to claim 3,
further comprising a second detection unit (29) con-
figured to detect temperature in the vicinity of said
opening (20), wherein said particular condition is that
the temperature detected by said second detection
unit (29) exceeds a particular temperature.

The image forming apparatus according to claim 3,
wherein said particular condition is set based on a
number of recording media on which an image is
formed by said image formation unit.

The image forming apparatus according to claim 3,
wherein said particular condition is set based on a
period of time during which said control unit contin-
ues the reduction of the opening degree of said open-
ing (20).

The image forming apparatus according to any one
of claims 1 to 6, wherein said control unit (101) is
configured to reduce the opening degree of said
opening (20) until said opening is closed.

The image forming apparatus according to any one
of claims 1 to 6, further comprising a member (21)
for varying the opening degree of said opening,
wherein:

said control unit (101) is configured to control
the opening degree of said opening (20) by dis-
placing said member (21); and

said member (21) contains metal.

A method of controlling an image forming apparatus
having an outline surrounded by a casing, for forming
animage on arecording medium, said image forming
apparatus including a fixing unit configured to fix an
image formed on the recording medium and a control
unit configured to control operations of said image
forming apparatus, said casing having an opening,
said fixing unit including a heating fixing member,
the method comprising the steps of:
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detecting, by said image forming apparatus, a
temperature of a surface of or in the vicinity of
said heating fixing member during an image
forming operation; and

controlling, by said image forming apparatus, an
opening degree of said opening (20) based on
the temperature of a surface of or in the vicinity
of said heating fixing member, so as to prevent
emission of a substance by an air current to out-
side of said casing through said opening, where-
in

in a case where the detected temperature ex-
ceeds a first set value, the controlling step com-
prises controlling the opening degree to reduce
the opening degree of said opening compared
to the opening degree when the temperature is
equal to or lower than said first set value.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Bildbildungseinrichtung (10), die ein von einem Ge-
hause (10A) umgebenen Umriss aufweist, zum Bil-
den eines Bilds auf einem Aufzeichnungsmedium,
wobei das Gehause eine Offnung (20) aufweist, um-
fassend:

eine Fixierungseinheit (30), konfiguriert, um ein
auf dem Aufzeichnungsmedium gebildetes Bild
zu fixieren, wobei die Fixierungseinheit ein war-
mendes Fixierungselement (31) beinhaltet;
eine Steuerungseinheit (101), konfiguriert, um
einen Offnungsgrad der Offnung zu steuern;
und

eine erste Detektionseinheit (32), konfiguriert,
um Temperatur einer Oberflache von oderin der
Nahe von dem warmenden Fixierungselement
(31) zu detektieren,

wobei die Steuerungseinheit (101) konfiguriert
ist, um den Offnungsgrad der Offnung auf
Grundlage der von der ersten Detektionseinheit
(32) detektierten Temperatur zu steuern, um
wahrend eines Bildbildungsvorgangs Emission
einer Substanz durch einen Luftstrom durch die
Offnung hindurch zur AuRenseite des Gehau-
ses zu verhindern, wobei

in einem Fall, in dem die von der ersten Detek-
tionseinheit detektierte Temperatur einen ers-
ten festgelegten Wert Uberschreitet, die Steue-
rungseinheit konfiguriert ist, um den Offnungs-
grad der Offnung im Vergleich mit dem Off-
nungsgrad, wenn die Temperatur gleich oder
niedriger als der erste festgelegte Wert ist, zu
verringern.

2. Bildbildungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei:

nachdem der Offnungsgrad der Offnung (20) auf-
grund der durch die erste Detektionseinheit (32) de-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

tektierten Temperatur, die den ersten festgelegten
Wert Uberschreitet, verringert wurde, in einem Fall,
in dem die durch die erste Detektionseinheit detek-
tierte Temperatur einen zweiten festgelegten Wert
oder niedriger erreicht, der ein Wert gleich oder nied-
riger als der erste festgelegte Wert ist, die Steue-
rungseinheit konfiguriert ist, um die Verringerung
des Offnungsgrads der Offnung zu beenden.

Bildbildungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei:
die Steuerungseinheit (101) konfiguriert ist, um,
wenn eine bestimmte Bedingung erfiillt ist, den Off-
nungsgrad der Offnung (20) nicht zu verringern, so-
gar in einem Fall, in dem die durch die erste Detek-
tionseinheit (32) detektierte Temperatur den ersten
festgelegten Wert Uberschreitet.

Bildbildungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 3, weiter
umfassend eine zweite Detektionseinheit (29), kon-
figuriert, um Temperatur in der Ndhe der Offnung
(20) zu detektieren, wobei die bestimmte Bedingung
ist, dass die durch die zweite Detektionseinheit (29)
detektierte Temperatur eine bestimmte Temperatur
Uberschreitet.

Bildbildungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 3, wobei die
bestimmte Bedingung auf Grundlage einer Anzahl
von Aufzeichnungsmedien, auf denen ein Bild durch
die Bildbildungseinheit gebildet wird, festgelegt ist.

Bildbildungseinrichtung nach Anspruch 3, wobei die
bestimmte Bedingung auf Grundlage eines Zeit-
raums, wahrend dem die Steuerungseinheit mit der
Verringerung des Offnungsgrads der Offnung (20)
fortfahrt, festgelegt ist.

Bildbildungseinrichtung nach einem der Anspriiche
1 bis 6, wobei die Steuerungseinheit (101) konfigu-
riert ist, um den Offnungsgrad der Offnung (20) zu
verringern, bis die Offnung geschlossen ist.

Bildbildungseinrichtung nach einem der Anspriiche
1 bis 6, weiter umfassend ein Element (21) zum Va-
riieren des Offnungsgrads der Offnung, wobei:

die Steuerungseinheit (101) konfiguriert ist, um
den Offnungsgrad der Offnung (20) durch Ver-
schieben des Elements (21) zu steuern; und
das Element (21) Metall enthalt.

Verfahren zum Steuern einer Bildbildungseinrich-
tung, die einen von einem Gehause umgebenen Um-
riss aufweist, zum Bilden eines Bilds auf einem Auf-
zeichnungsmedium, wobei die Bildbildungseinrich-
tung eine Fixierungseinheit, konfiguriert, um ein auf
dem Aufzeichnungsmedium gebildetes Bild zu fixie-
ren, und eine Steuerungseinheit beinhaltet, konfigu-
riert, um Vorgange der Bildbildungseinrichtung zu
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steuern, wobei das Geh&use eine Offnung aufweist,
wobei die Fixierungseinheit ein warmendes Fixie-
rungselement beinhaltet, wobei das Verfahren die
Schritte umfasst des:

Detektierens, durch die Bildbildungseinrich-
tung, einer Temperatur einer Oberflache von
oder in der Nahe von dem warmenden Fixie-
rungselement wahrend eines Bildbildungsvor-
gangs; und

Steuerns, durch die Bildbildungseinrichtung, ei-
nes Offnungsgrads der Offnung (20) auf Grund-
lage der Temperatur einer Oberflache von oder
in der Nahe des warmenden Fixierungsele-
ments, um Emission einer Substanz durch einen
Luftstrom durch die Offnung hindurch zur Au-
Renseite des Gehauses zu verhindern, wobei
in einem Fall, in dem die detektierte Temperatur
einen ersten festgelegten Wert iberschreitet,
der Steuerungsschritt das Steuern des Off-
nungsgrads umfasst, um den Offnungsgrad der
Offnung im Vergleich mit dem Offnungsgrad,
wenn die Temperatur gleich oder niedriger als
der erste festgelegte Wert ist, zu verringern.

Revendications

Appareil de formation d'image (10) présentant un
contour entouré par un boitier (10A), permettant de
former une image sur un support d’enregistrement,
ledit boitier présentant une ouverture (20),
comprenant :

une unité de fixation (30) configurée pour fixer
une image formée sur le support d’enregistre-
ment, ladite unité de fixation incluant un élément
de fixation chauffant (31) ;

une unité de commande (101) configurée pour
commander un degré d’ouverture de ladite
ouverture ; et

une premiére unité de détection (32) configurée
pour détecter une température d’'une surface
dudit ou a proximité dudit élément de fixation
chauffant (31),

ladite unité de commande (101) étant configu-
rée pour commander le degré d’ouverture de
ladite ouverture sur la base de la température
détectée par ladite premiere unité de détection
(32), de fagon a empécher une émission d'une
substance par un courant d’air vers I'extérieur
dudit boftier a travers ladite ouverture, durant
une opération de formation d’'image, dans lequel
dans un cas ou la température détectée par la-
dite premiere unité de détection dépasse une
premiére valeur définie, ladite unité de comman-
de est configurée pour réduire le degré d’ouver-
ture de ladite ouverture par rapport au degré
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d’ouverture lorsque la température est égale ou
inférieure a ladite premiére valeur définie.

Appareil de formation d’image selon la revendication
1, dans lequel :

aprés que le degré d’ouverture de ladite ouverture
(20) a été réduitenraison de la température détectée
par ladite premiére unité de détection (32) dépassant
ladite premiere valeur définie, dans un cas ou la tem-
pérature détectée par ladite premiére unité de dé-
tection atteint une seconde valeur définie ou moins
qui est une valeur égale ou inférieure a ladite pre-
miére valeur définie, ladite unité de commande est
configurée pour annuler la réduction du degré
d’ouverture de ladite ouverture.

Appareil de formation d’image selon la revendication
2, dans lequel :

ladite unité de commande (101) est configurée pour
ne pas réduire le degré d’ouverture de ladite ouver-
ture (20) méme dans un cas ou la température dé-
tectée par ladite premiére unité de détection (32) dé-
passe ladite premiére valeur définie, lorsqu’une con-
dition particuliére est satisfaite.

Appareil de formation d’image selon la revendication
3, comprenant en outre une seconde unité de dé-
tection (29) configurée pour détecter une tempéra-
ture a proximité de ladite ouverture (20), dans lequel
ladite condition particuliere est que la température
détectée par ladite seconde unité de détection (29)
dépasse une température particuliere.

Appareil de formation d’image selon la revendication
3, dans lequel ladite condition particuliere est définie
sur la base d’'un nombre de supports d’enregistre-
ment sur lesquels une image est formée par ladite
unité de formation d’'image.

Appareil de formation d’image selon la revendication
3, dans lequel ladite condition particuliere est définie
sur la base d’'une période de temps durant laquelle
ladite unité de commande continue la réduction du
degré d’ouverture de ladite ouverture (20).

Appareil de formation d'image selon I'une quelcon-
que des revendications 1 a 6, dans lequel ladite unité
de commande (101) est configurée pour réduire le
degré d’ouverture de ladite ouverture (20) jusqu’a
ce que ladite ouverture soit fermée.

Appareil de formation d'image selon I'une quelcon-
que des revendications 1 a 6, comprenant en outre
un élément (21) permettant de faire varier le degré
d’ouverture de ladite ouverture, dans lequel :

ladite unité de commande (101) est configurée
pour commander le degré d’ouverture de ladite
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ouverture (20) en déplacgant ledit élément (21) ;
et
ledit élément (21) contient du métal.

Procédé de commande d’un appareil de formation
d’'image présentant un contour entouré par un boi-
tier, permettant de former une image sur un support
d’enregistrement, ledit appareil de formation d’ima-
geincluant une unité de fixation configurée pour fixer
une image formée sur le support d’enregistrement
etune unité de commande configurée pour comman-
derdes opérations dudit appareil de formation d’ima-
ge, leditboitier présentantune ouverture, ladite unité
de fixation incluant un élément de fixation chauffant,
le procédé comprenant les étapes consistant a :

détecter, parleditappareil de formation d’image,
une température d’'une surface dudit ou a proxi-
mité dudit élément de fixation chauffant durant
une opération de formation d’'image ; et
commander, par ledit appareil de formation
d’'image, un degré d’ouverture de ladite ouver-
ture (20) sur la base de la température d’'une
surface dudit ou a proximité dudit élément de
fixation chauffant, de fagcon a empécher une
émission d’'une substance par un courant d’air
vers I'extérieur dudit boitier a travers ladite
ouverture, dans lequel

dans un cas ou la température détectée dépas-
se une premiére valeur définie, I'étape de com-
mande comprend une commande du degré
d’ouverture pour réduire le degré d’ouverture de
ladite ouverture par rapport au degré d’ouvertu-
re lorsque latempérature est égale ou inférieure
a ladite premiére valeur définie.
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